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MESSAGE   OF    THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolntion  of  tbo  Senate  of  the  27th  of  May  last^ 
in  relation  to  the  subject  of  claims  against  Great  Britain,  I  transmit  a 
rei>ort  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  papers  which  accompanied  it. 

U.  S.  GEANT. 

Washington,  April  7, 1869. 
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Depabtment  op  State, 

Washinfftonj  April  7, 1869. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  tbo  27th  of  May,  1868,  requesting  that,  if  not  inconsistent 
with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  all  negotiations  and  correspondence 
between  the  British  government  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  what  are  commonly  called  the  Alabama  claims 
may  be  furnished  to  that  body,  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  Presi- 
dent the  papers  called  for  by  the  resolution. 

The  department  had,  under  the  resolutions  aidopted  by  the  Senate  on 
the  4iih  and  10th  of  December,  1867,  made  such  progress  as  the  pressure 
of  current  business  and  the  limited  clerical  force  would  permit  in  the 
preparation  of  indexes  of  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  subject  of  claims 
i^ainst  Great  Britain,  and  they  are  included  in  this  rex>ort  for  the  con- 
Tenience  of  the  Senate. 

Bespectfully  submitted : 

HAMILTON  PISH. 

The  Peesident. 
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BELATINO  TO 


CLAIMS  AGAINST  GREAT  BRITAIN 


EBCOGNITION  OP  REBEL  BELLIGERENCY. 


KECOGXrriON  OF  REBEL  BELLIGERENCY  BY  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  FRANCE. 


No. 


304 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Black  to  Mr. 
Dallas. 


Date. 


1861. 
Feb.    28 


Subject. 


^\i 


Cir. 


335 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dallas. 


Mr.  Dallas  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Lord  Russell  to 
Mr.  Dallas. 

Mr.  Dallas  to 
Lord  KusselL 

Lord  Russell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mar.     9 


Mar.   22 


Mar.    21 

Mar.    21 
Mar.    22 


329 


330 


Mr.  Dallas  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do 


April    5 


April    9 


lection  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  be  President. 
Fprmation  of  self-styled  Confederate  States 
of  America.  Instructs  him  to  use  such 
means  as  may,  in  his  Judfj^ment,  be  proper 
and  necessary  to  p£fi£fix^^the  success  of  the 
agents  of  the  seceding  States  in  their  eftbrts 
to  obtain  rs£fitUlitiQ&.of  their  independence 
by  the  government  of  Great  Britain. 

Refers  to  dispatch  304  of  Mr.  Black.  Reiter- 
ates instruction.  Incloses  President  Lin- 
coln's inaugural,  declaring  tne  acts  of  se- 
cession void,  and  the  purpose  of  the  Union 
to  constitutionally  defend  and  maintain 
itself 

In  an  interview  he  expressed  to  Lord 
Russell  the  opposition  that  dispatch  304 
instructed  him  to  make  t-o  any  recognition 

-  of  the  insurgents  by  the  Queen.  No  defi- 
nite conclusion  as  to  action  yet  reached  in 
British  cabinet.  No  emissary  from  insur- 
gent government  yet  arrived;  though  ex- 
pected. 

Incloses  for  Mr.  Dallas's  perusal  draught  of 
proposed  dispatch,  and  asks  if  Mr.  Black's 
re(^uest  is  correctly  represented  therein. 

Replies  that  Mr.  Black  is  correctly  repre- 
sented. 

States  substance  of  Mr.  Black's  304,  and  re- 
marks that  if  the  separation  had  been  ac- 
knowledged as  right,  her  M^esty's  govern- 
ment would  have  seen  it  with  great  con- 
cern ;  that  the  opposition  of  the  United 
States  to  the  separation  would  make  Brit- 
ish government  very  reluctant  to  take  any 
steps  which  mi^ht  encourage  or  sanction 
it,  out  the  British  government  -could  not 
be  bound  to  any  particular  course. 

Acknowledges  Nos.  306  and  307.  Lord  Rus- 
sell's absence  from  town  prevents  inter- 
view. Comm ission ers  from  insurgents  not 
yet  arrived.  Will  convey  Mr.  Seward's 
views  to  British  government  upon  first 
opportunity. 

An  interview  obtained  for  submission  of  cir- 
cular of.  March  9.  Lord  Russell  assuret 
him  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  dispo- 
iitioii  in  the  British  government  to  grasp 
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]^m  whom  and 
to  whom. 


8 


Lord  Ruasell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1861. 


April  12 


April  10 


119 


Proelamation. 


Mr.  F^nlkner  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


April  16 


April  15 


Lord   I^ons   to 
Lord  Rnssell. 


Mr.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


April  22 


April  22 


at  adyanta^es  which  might  arise  from  do- 
mestic dinerenoes  in  the  United  States, 
and  that  it  was  not  then  in  his  power  to 
say  more.  It  is  regarded  proper  to  await 
arrival  of  Mr.  Adams  before  finally  discuss- 
ing the  question.  Mr.  Dallas  promises 
Yigilauce.  English  .opinion-teiidB.  Xq^jb^ 
prove  peaceful  separation.  Proposition  to 
be  brongnc  betore  House  of  Commons  by 
Lord  Alfred  Churchill,  and  proposed  press- 
ure on  the  15th  for  recognition  by  W.  H. 
Gregory,  of  Galwav. 

Incloses  Mr.  Seward's  circular  of  March  9. 
Recapitulates  what  he  has  communicated 
to  Mr.  Dallas  as  the  views  of  her  Majesty's 
government. 

Debate  between  United  States  and  Eng- 
land is  confined  to  the  San  Juan  boundary, 
and  the  CKtinguishment  of  the  interest  of 
Hudson  Bay  and  Puget  Sound  Agricultural 
Companies.  Organization  of  the  selfrStyled 
~]oiife«^ftratft  Rtai^»H.  _Tli§iyBrpT)kbleefibrt8 
to  obtain  recognition  by  the  British  gov- 
emineDg~the  sSccfSBlnf. which  will  tormi- 
nole  relatiQU&J>etween  United  States  and 
Qjmt  Britflin.  TThe  difference  between  a 
true  ground  for  recognition  and  that  exist- 
ing in  the  case  of  the  insurgents.  If  rec- 
ognizeCtheUjui^dJSitaites  will  consider  it 
ardeliberate  ^resolution  by^CrTuat-  Britain 
^fff~tlie  Union  iEaflVe  ^oTssblved.  The 
power  of  Great  Britain  forproduction  re- 
quires peace  in  America.  Her  recognition 
of  the  insurgents  would  encourage  per- 
petual war.  Effect  of  introduction  of  new 
states  into  society  of  nations,  and  reasons 
for  such  admission.  The  precedent  of  pre- 
cipitate action  can  be  resorted  to  by  de- 
Eendencies  of  Great  Britain.  Reasons  for 
iendship  between  the  two  nations. 

President's  call  for  75,000  State  militia  to  sup- 

grees  rebellion  and  for  the  convening  of 
on^ess. 

Interview  with  Mr.  Thouvenel,  and  submis- 
sion of  President's  inaugural.  Informs  Mr. 
Thouvenel  that  whenever  application  for 
recognition  shall  be  made  by  insurgents, 
it  wnl  be  opposed  by  United  States,  and 
receives  assurance  that  no  such  application 
has  been  made ;  that  the  Emperor  wiJl  not 
take  hasty  action,  but  that  de  facto  govern- 
ments, under  proper  circumstances,  have  a 
right  to  recognition. 

Incloses  copies  of  Jefferson  Davis's  proclama- 
tion inviting  applications  for  letters  of 
marque,  and  President  Lincoln's  proclama- 
tion declaring  southern  privateers  pirates, 
and  announcing  blockade  of  southern 
ports.  His  proceedings  in  consequence 
thereof,  and  views  thereon. 

Instruction  to  oppose  appeal  of  insurants  to 
Franoe  Ibr  reoognition.    Impossibility  of 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BLOCKADE. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Sewaid    to 
Mr.  Adama. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Date. 


1861. 


April  27 


June    7 


Subject. 


admitting  foreign  intervention,  and  neces- 
sity for  neutrahty.  Position  of  those  gov- 
ernments which  recognize  the  insurgents, 
toward  the  United  States,  and  the  incen- 
tive such  recognition  would  be  to  defense 
of  autonomy  ot  the  Union. 

Recapitulates  substance  of  Mr.  Dallas's  330, 
and  instructs  Mr.  Adams  to  inform  Lord 
Russell  that  the  views  of  her  Mi^estv's 
government  communicated  to  Mr.  Dallas 
are  an  indication  of  a  policy  injurious  to 
the  rights  and  derogating  from  the  dignity 
of  the  United  States. 

Debate  in  Parliament  on  construction  to  be 

Placed  upon  proclamation  of  neutrality, 
receding  practice  of  Great  Britain  may 
Ssrmit  retention  of  insurgent  prizes  in 
ritish  ports  untU  adjudicated  upon  in 
courts  within  insurgent  Jurisdiction.  Mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Gregory  in  Parliament  for  rec- 
ognition. 


I 


20 


390 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BLOCKADE. 


Cir.      Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dallas. 


Proclamation. 

Lord   Lyons    to 
Lord  Russell. 


Do 


Do 


Do 


Consul  Bunch  to 
Lord  Russell. 

Lord  Lyons  to 
LordRusseU. 


Do 


Do. 


1861. 
April  20 

April  27 

April 

27 

May 

2 

May 

4 

May 

11 

May 

15 

May 

23 

June  11 

June 

11 

Communicating  copy  of  proclamation  de-      20 
nouncittg  southern  privateers  as  pirates, 
and    announcing   blockade   of  southern 
ports. 

Extending  blockade  to  Virginia  and  North      23 
Carolina. 

Transmitting  note  of  the  27th  inst.  from  Mr.       23 
Seward,  inclosing  official  cop^  of  proclama- 
tion of  blockade,  and  notifying  him  of  in- 
tended extension. 

Incloses  acknowledgment  of  blockade  proc-       24 
lamation,  signifying  his  acceptance  of  the 
information  as  an  announcement  of  an  in- 
tention rather  than  as  a  fact. 

States  that  Mr.  Seward  refrains  from  com-       25 
municating  the  instructions  issued  to  the 
blockading  squadron,  but  assures  him  that 
it  will  be  conducted  according  to  recog- 
nized rul^s  of  public  law. 

Communicates  correspondence  with  Mr.  Sew-  26 
ard  in  regard  to  actual  beginning  of  block- 
ade as  airecting  British  vessels.  States  that 
no  farther  information  concerning  block- 
ade than  that  in  dispatch  of  May  2  has 
reached  him. 

Announcing  the  blockade  of  Charleston  and      27 
vicinity  by  United  States  steamer  Niagara. 

States  that  effective  blockade  of  Pensacola      28 
existed  on  the  13th,  but  up  to  16th  no 
blockade  existed  at  Mobile. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  Acting  Consul  Fullar-      28 
ton  relative  to  establishment  of  blockade 
off  Savannah. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  Acting  Consul  Magee      28 
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BECOGNITION   OF  REBEL   BELLIGEBENCT. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BLOCKADE— Contimied. 


Nb. 


333 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Consul  Lynn  to 
Lord  Ruaaell. 

Lord  Lyons  to 
Lord  Russell. 

Consul  Bunch  to 
Lord  RusselL 


Notice 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Lord  Russell  to 
lords  commis- 
sioners of  the 
admiralty. 


Mr.  Dallas  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


June    7 
May    31 


May    27 


May 


Mr.    Seward   to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Lord  Russell  to 
Earl  Cowley. 


May    2 


May     4 


May     6 


announcing  blockade  of  Mobile  by  United 
States  steamer  Powhatan. 

Announcing  blockade  of  Galveston  by  Uni- 
ted States  steamer  South  Carolina. 

Incloses  postscript  informing  Lord  Lyons  of 
blockade  of  Galveston. 

Incloses  proclamation  of  Flag-officer  Pen- 
dergast,  United  States  Navy,  relative  to 
blockade  of  ports  of  North  Carolina. 

Notice  of  blockade  of  Appalachicola 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  printed  circular  of 
27th  April  transmitting  President's  proc- 
lamation extending  blockade  to  ports  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Incloses  note  communicating  to  Mr.  Thou- 
venel  the  President's  proclamation  extend- 
ing blockade  to  ports  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina. 

States  that,  as  civil  war  between  the  north- 
em  and  southern  States  of  the  American 
Union  is  inmiinent,  and  that  as  the  presi- 
dent of  the  southern  confederacy  pro- 
poses to  issue  letters  of  mtirque  against 
northern  commerce,  her  Majesty's  North 
American  and  West  Indian  squadron  must 
be  re-enforced,  and  that  no  preference  must 
be  shown  for  either  party  in  the  approach- 
ing contest  by  British  naval  forces. 

States  that  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  in  House 
of  Commons  for  recognition  of  insurgents 
which  was  postponed  from  16th  to  30th 
ult.  has  again  been  postponed  a  fortnight. 
Lord  Russell  invites  an  interview,  ana  in- 
forms Mr.  Dallas  that  three  insurgent 
emissaries  are  in  London ;  that  he  is  not 
unwilling  to  see  them  unofficially:  that 
there  is  an  understanding  as  to  similar 
course  as  to  recognition  between  England 
and  France.  Refers  to  rumors  of  block- 
ade but  thinks  well  of  waiting  until  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Adams  before  acting.  The 
postponement  of  Mr.  Gregory's  motion  de- 
pends upon  Lord  Russell's  suggestion. 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Faulkner's  117, 119,  and  120 
acknowledged.  Instructions  of  President 
as  communicated  will  be  his  Kaid^*  In 
reference  to  Mr.  Faulkner's  official  con- 
versation with  M.  Thouvenel,  reported  in 
119,  the  latter  gentleman  must  be  assured  of 
tlie  complete  harmony  of  the  cabinet  in 
regard  to  the  rebellion  and  informed  that 
the  unofficial  opinion  expressed  by  Mr. 
Faulkner  that  a  peaceable  acquiescence 
in  the  claim  of  the  insurgents  to  separate 
sovereignly  does  not  represent  the  inten- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  does  not 
contemplate  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

Instruction  to  say  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  that 
British  government  admit  that  the  south- 
ern confederacy  is  entitled  to  be  considered 
a  belligerent  and  to  be  invested  with  cor 
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31 
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32 
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EECOGNITION   OP  EEBEL   BELLIGERENCY. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BLOCKADE— Continued. 


No. 


fVom  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Lord  Rnasell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Do. 


^fr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1861. 


May     6 


May  11 


May  17 


May  13 


responding  rights  and  prerogatives,  and 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  French  govern- 
ment to  the  bearing  the  contest  may  have 
on  the  rights  and  interests  of  nentral  na- 
tions. ReferH  to  the  proclamation  of  block- 
ade by  President  Lincobi,  and  to  that  grant- 
ing letters  of  marque  by  Jefferson  Davis. 

Opening  of  the  civil  war  in  the  United 
States  has  caused  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment to  determine  that  the  parties  are 
in  a  position  to  claim  the  rights  and  to 
perform  the  obligations  attaching  to  bel- 
ligerents. Without  conceiJment  of  this 
view  of  the  British  government,  their 
regret  at  the  disastrous  state  of  affairs  in 
the  United  States  cannot  be  too  strongly 
expressed. 

Reception  at  the  residence  of  Lord  Russell 
of  Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Mann,  and  Judge 
Rest,  emissaries  of  the  insurgents.  They 
state  that  secession  from  the  Union  was 
based  on  the  high  prices  of  manu£Eictured 
goods.  They  quote  the  wealth  of  the  South, 
and  propose  to  open  their  comitry  to  for- 
eign commerce.  Lord  Russell  states  that 
he  cannot  officially  communicate  with 
them,  but  two  propositions  would  arise 
with  question  of  recognition;  whether  they 
could  maintain  their  position  as  an  inde- 
pendent state,  and  in  what  manner  do 
they  intend  to  maintain  relations  with 
foreign  states. 

Reception  at  Liverpool  by  American  cham- 
ber of  commerce.  Supposed  community 
of  interest  in  favor  of  cotton  cultui'e  in- 
fluences public  sentiment  of  Liverpool  in 
favor  of  insurgents.  Developments  be- 
tween the  Ist  and  14th  of  May  in  the 
House  of  Commons  of  the  intention  of  the 
British  government  to  elevate  the  insur- 
gents to  the  level  of  belligerents.  Cordial 
reception  by  Mr.  Dallas.  The  death  of 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  postpones  presenta- 
tion by  Lord  Russell  and  prevents  conver- 
sation u{>on  Queen's  proclamation  prior  to 
to  its  issue.  Subsequent  presentation  by 
Lord  Palmerston  on  Thursday.  Public 
opinion  in  England  and  the  unsatisfactory 
debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Queen's  procla- 
mation demand  an  early  interview  with 
Lord  Russell.  Postponement  of  Mr.  Greg- 
ory's motion  in  Commons  to  7th  of  Juno. 

Queen's  proclamation 


36 


37 


38 


41 
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BECOONITION  OF  EEBEL  BELUOESENC7. 


DECLARATION  OF  PAEIS. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


I 


/ 


3      Mr.     Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1861. 
AprU  ^ 


Lord  RnsBell  to 
Earl  Cowley. 


May     6 


Earl  Cowley  to 
Lord  BuaeelL 


May     9 


Lord  Rnsaell  to 
Earl  Cowley. 
Do 


Earl  Cowley  to 
Lord  RusBell. 


Lord  Rnssell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


May  13 

May  16 

May    17 


May    18 


Refers  to  proposition  of  President  in  1854.  to  44 
maritime  powers,  that  free  ships  make  nee 
goods,  and  that  neutral  property  on  ene- 
my's vessel  not  to  be  confiscated,  and  to 
the  declaration  of  Paris.  States  reasons  for 
rejection  by  United  States,  with  abstract  of 
snbBeqnent  proposition  to  England  and 
France.  lostmction  to  ascertain  whether 
British  government  will  now  agree  to  pro- 
ject of  convention  inclosed,  based  upon 
declaration  of  Paris. 

Refers  to  civil  war  in  United  States  and  48 
states  determination  of  British  govern- 
ment to  consider  the  self-styled  confeder- 
acy a  belligerent.  Instruction  to  call  atten- 
tion of  French  government  to  probable 
bearing  of  the  contest  on  rishts  and  inter- 
ests of  neuti'als,  and  asks  whether,  in  view 
of  the  situation  and  the  proclamations 
issued  in  United  St-ates,  the  French  and 
English  governments  should  not  invite 
the  contestants  to  act  upon  principles  in 
second  and  third  articles  of  declaration  of 
Paris.  Refers  to  practice  of  the  United 
States  as  at  variance  with  declarations; 
alludes  to  negotiations  in  1856 ;  their  sub- 
sequent interruption  by  Presi4ent  Bu- 
chanan; and  commends  co-operation  of 
England  and  France  to  obtain  adoption 
of  principles  above  mentioned.  Asks  the 
views  of  lYench  government 

States,  in  reference  to  interview  with  Mr.  49 
Thouvenel  for  submission  of  contents  of 
instruction  of  May  6,  that  French  govern- 
ment agree  to  the  proposition.  Mr.  Thou- 
venel makes  a  suggestion  concerning  man- 
ner of  obtaining  assent  of  belligerents  in 
United  States.  In  view  of  agreement  be- 
tween United  States  and  France  on  decla- 
ration of  Paris,  no  difficulty  may  be  antici- 
pated. Precedents  for  recognition  of  belli- 
gerent rights  of  insurgents  to  be  found  in 
British  treatment  of  letters  of  marque 
during  revolution  in  America. 

Expression  of  satisfaction  with  the  views  of      50 
French  government. 

Inclosing  copy  of  dispatch  to  Lord  Lvons,      60 
relative  to  adoption  of  declaration  of  Pa- 
ris by  United  States. 

States  that  dispatch  to  Lord  Lyons  has  been      50 
laid  before  Mr.  Thouvenel,  who  approves 
draught,  and  informs   Earl  Cowley  that 
Mr.  Mercier  has  already  been  similarly  in- 
structed. 

States  that  the  French  government  concur  51 
in  instructions  which  announce  the  deter- 
mination of  British  government  to  admit 
belligerent  rights  of  insurgents  in 
United  States,  and  also  in  others  relating 
to  adoption  of  declaration  of  Paris  by  be£ 
ligerents,  and  have  similarly  instructed 


BEOOGNITION  OF  BEBEL  BELUaEBENCT. 


vn 


DECLABATIOK  OF  PABIS-^Continaed. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


10 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adama. 


2 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


6 

8 


Lord  Bnraell  to 
Lord  Lyona. 


Date. 


1861. 


May   21 


May   21 


May   21 


Mr.   Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.  «««»*U.Va««     ■••••! 


do. 


May   82 


May   27 


May   30 


Snbjeot. 


Mr.  Mercier.  States  that  British  govern- 
ment cannot  accept  renunciation  of  pri- 
vateering by  Uni^  States,  if  coupled  with 
condition  that  tney  should  enforce  its  re- 
nunciation on  insurgents.  Requests  Lord 
Lyons  to  transmit  copy  of  previous  dis- 
patch of  same  date  to  the  president  of 
insurgents,  by  way  of  British  consul  at 
Charleston  or  New  Orleans. 
States  that  United  States  consider  privateers 
in  insurgent  service  pirates,  and  that 
United  States  will  avail  herself  of  law  of 
nations  if  Great  Britain  ^ves  them  shelter 
from  pursuit  and  punishment.  British 
government  can  avoid  this  by  accepting' 

Proposition  in  regard  to  declaration  of 
ans.  A  refusal  to  accede  to  it  now  will 
seem  a  desire  by  Great  Britain  to  patronize 
privateering  so  long  as  it  may  be  aimed  at 
the  destruction  of  tne  United  States. 

States  to  Lord  Bussell  that  he  has  instruc- 
tions to  negotiate  in  regard  to  rights  of 
neutrals  in  time  of  war,  who  replies,  after 
a  review  of  previous  negotiations,  that  he 
had  already  transmittedauthority  toLo^ 
Lyons  to  assent  to  the  only  point  at  issue. 

States  that  Mr.  Adams  has  informed  him  that 
United  States  were  disposed  to  adhere  to 
declaration  of  Paris,  and  that  he  had  been 
empowered  to  negotiate  upon  the  subject. 
That  in  view  of  the  power  of  the  French 
and  English  ministers  at  Washington  to 
settle  the  <|ueBtion,  Mr.  Adams  consented 
to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Seward. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  President's  procla- 
mation of  blockade  of  coast  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  and  instructions  to 
negotiate  for  abolition  of  privateering. 
Suggests  the  propriety  of  procuring  ex- 
emption of  private  property  from  capture, 
in  addition  to  the  terms  of  proposed  con- 
vention^ and  expresses  doubts  as  to  the 
expedition  of  the  negotiation. 

Inclosing  copy  of  his  note  informing  Mr. 
Thouvenel  uiat  he  was  empowered  to  ne- 
gotiate in  renird  to  privateering,  rights  of 
neutnlls,  and  to  the  subject  of  the  olock- 
ade. 

States  that  he  has  informed  Mr.  Thouvenel 
of  his  authority  to  negotiate  to  accept  the 
four  propositions  adopted  at  congress  of 
Paris  in  1856,  with  the  addition  of  the  pro- 
vision exempting  private  property  afloat, 
if  not  contraband,  fh>m  capture.  States 
reasons  for  pressing  the  adoption  of  the 
addition  upon  the  French  government. 
Mr.  Thouvenel  states  that  if  the  proposi- 
tion is  submitted  in  writing,  the  other 
maritime  powers  would  be  addressed,  and 
answers  would  probably  be  received  in  ten 
days.    States  substance  of  French  laws  in 


I 


61 


62 


62 


63 


63 


64 


vm 


RECOGNITION  OF   BEBEL   BELLiaEBENCT. 


DECLARATION  OF  PARIft-Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  «nd 
to  whom. 


Lord   Lyons    to 
Lord  KuBselL 


9 


Mr.  Dayton   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


10 


do. 


Lord  Rnfisell  to 
Mr.  Gray. 


8 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Grey  to  Lord 
Russell. 


Date. 


1861. 


June    4 


June    7 


June  12 


June  13 


June  14 


June  14 


Subject. 


reference  to  the  entrance  of  a  French  sub- 
ject into  the  service  of  a  foreign  privateer. 
Acknowledges  receipt  of  instructions  to  pro- 
pose to  United  States  adherence  to  prin- 
ciples respecting  maritime  law  laid  down 
in  declaration  of  Paris.  Confers  with  Mr. 
Mercier,  who  had  received  similiar  instruc- 
tions, and  was  directed  to  instruct  consul 
at  New  Orleans  to  make  similar  proposals 
to  in  surgent  government.  They  agree  that 
an  identical  course  by  Great  Britian  and 
France  would  best  accomplish  the  object. 
The  United  States  adhere  to  the  declaration 
of  Paris,  in  the  expectation  that  the  British 
and  French  governments  will  be  bound  by 
its  acceptance  to  consider  the   southern 

Sri  vateers  pirates.  States  that  it  would  be 
ifficult  to  prevent  southern  privateering* 
now,  and  there  is  little  hope  that  cabinet 
will  approve  or  Congress  ratify  convention 
^hat  does  not  bind  contracting  parties  to 
consider  southern  privateers  p  irates. 

Mr.  Thouvenel's  remark  as  to  consultation 
with  foreign  powers  applied  only  to  con- 
ference with  ministers  of  French  govern- 
ment. The  statement  in  American  news- 
papers that  the  United  States  would  adhere 
to  declaration  of  Paris  will  prevent  ac- 
ceptance of  amendment  proposed.  Reasons 
why  the  acceptance  of  the  declaration  by 
England  and  France  will  not  be  so  bene- 
ficial to  United  States  as  anticipated. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  written  proposition  in 
regard  to  declaration  of  Paris.  States  that 
European  press  take  it  for  granted  that 
accession  of  United  States  to  declaration 
of  Paris  would  not  alter  relations  of  mari- 
time powers  to  the  self-styled  confederacy. 
Suggests  that  the  recognition  of  belligerent 
rights  of  insurgents  prevents  its  applica- 
tion, if  adopted  by  United  States,  to  insur- 
gent privateers.  Probable  difficulty  of 
procuring,  now,  adherence  of  other  powers 
to  the  declaration. 

States  that  Mr  Thouvenel  has  invited  opinion 
of  British  government  to  propositioEB  of 
Mr.  Day^ton  that  private  property  on  the 
sea  in  time  of  war  should  be  free  from 
capture  and  that  as  privateering  being 
abolished  the  privateers  of  the  insurgents 
should  be  deemed  pirates,  and  gives  reasons 
for  disapproval  of  propositions  by  her 
Majesty*s  government. 

On  the  12th  instant  Lord  Russell  informs 
Mr.  Adams  of  Mr.  Dayton's  propositions  to 
French  government,  and  that  he  had 
formerly  stated  his  readiness  to  consent  to 
tlie  total  omission  of  the  4th  article  of  the 
declaration  of  Paris  if  agreeable  to  the  U.  S. 

States  that  Mr.  Thouveners  views  concur 
with  those  of  Lord  Russell  iii  regard  to 
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57 


58 


59 


60 


fiECOONinON  OF   REBEL   BELLIOESENCT. 


IX 


DECLARATION  OF  PARIS— Continaed. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


19 


Mr.    Seward   to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Lord  Lyons   to 
Lord  BuBsell. 


Do 


21 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord  Riunell  to 
•Lord  LyoDB. 


1861. 


June  17 


Jane  17 


Jane  17 


Jane  19 


Jane  21 


adoption  of  Mr.  Dayton's  proposed  modifi- 
cation of  declaration  of  Paris,  and  that 
while  the  French  government  had  declined 
Mr.  Dayton's  propositions,  it  wonld  accept 
the  declaration  of  Paris  if  not  amended. 

After  lon|^  delay  and  no  reply  to  previons 
proposition  on  same  sabject.  Lord  Lyons 
and  Mr.  Mercier  have  made  known  the 
desire  of  their  governments  to  receive  ac- 
ceptance of  the  United  States  to  declara- 
tion of  Paris.  Mr.  Seward  declines  to 
officially  receive  commnnlcations  which 
assame  that  the  insurgents  are  entitled  to 
belligerent  rights.  States  reasone|there- 
for,  and  refers  to  duty  and  capacity  of 
United  States  to  fiiliill  all  treaty  obUga- 
tious  and  to  prevent  the  violation  l>y 
insnrgents  of  the  rights  of  friendly  nations. 

Informs  Lord  Russell  that,  with  Mr.  Mercier, 
he  had  received  on  the  15th,  from  Mr. 
Seward,  the  view  entertained  by  the 
United  States  o  the  declaration  of  Paris. 
Mr.  Seward  declines  to  receive  communi- 
cation founded  on  assumption  that  insur- 
gents are  belligerents  and  that  the  question 
could  be  a<^usted  at  Paris  and  London. 
Copies  of  the  French  and  English  instruc- 
tions are  left  with  Mr.  Sewam  as  data  for 
dispatch.  Mr.  Seward  informally  objects 
to  concert  of  action  between  Great  Britain 
and  France  towards  United  States,  and 
says  that  he  could  agree  to  all  that  was 
requested  concerning  declaration  of  Paris, 
but  it  was  not  his  intention  to  take  official 
cognizance  of  the  belligerency  ascribed 
to  insurgents  unless  forced  to  do  so. 

Referring  to  conference  between  Mr.  Mercier, 
A&.  Seward,  and  himself,  in  which  Mr.  Sew- 
ard conceived  the  proposition  under  discus- 
sion to  be  entirely  aistmct  from  his  proposal 
tiO  adhere  to  declaration  of  Paris.  Lord 
Lyons  subsequently  explained  the  differ- 
ence and  received  from  Mr.  Seward  com- 
plaints as  to  the  absence  of  any  attention  on 
offer  to  of  England  and  France  to  his  the 

Sart  adhere  without  reserve  to  same 
eclara  tion.  That  ho  would  prefer  Mr. 
Maroy's  amendment,  but  w'ouid  accept 
declaration  as  it  stood,  and  should  instruct 
Mr.  Adams  to  procceed  with  negotiation. 

States  that  Lord  Russell's  instruction  to 
Lord  Lyons  asks,  on  the  15th  of  June,  the 
United  States  to  concede  to  England  prin- 
ciples of  declaration  of  Paris,  which,  on 
the  24th  of  April,  formed  the  substance  of 
a  proposition  to  England.  As  Lord  Lyons 
does  not  seem  authorized  to  negotiate  at 
Washington,  Mr.  Adams  is  requested  to 
open  negotiatioDs,if  acceptable  at  London. 

Recapitulates  Mr.  Daytonfs  proposition  to 
French  govenunent  about  declaration  of 


60 


62 


63 


64 


64 


BECOGNITION  OF  BEBEL  BELLIGEBENCY. 
BEOULBAHON  of  PABIS-Oontmned. 


Ko. 


12 


32 


87 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Seir»id  to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.    Dayton   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Seward    to 
Mr.  Adama. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


1861. 


June  22 


June  22 


July     1 


July     6 


Paris,  and  the  ooncnrrence  of  Qreat  Britain 
in  the  rejection  of  it  by  France.  States 
that  Mr.  Adams  has  not  been  instraoted  to 
make  similar  proposition  to  Great  Britain. 

States  that  United  States  insist  that  France 
shall  do  nothing  to  eoncede  belligerent 
rights  to  the  insurgents,  and  that  they  de- 
cline to  hear  her  opinion  of  insurgent  title 
to  bellifferency.  When  France  acts  in  Tio- 
lation  m  her  friendly  obligations  to  United 
States  then  we  will  inquire  whether, 
after  accession  to  declaration  of  Paris, 
she  tould  shelter  pirates  in  her  ports,  and 
then  we  can  decide  the  character  or  our 
remedy.  States  that  United  States  will 
not  consent  to  severance  of  friendly  rela- 
tions, and  that  the  responsibility  of  the 
next  step  is  with  France. 

Incloses  copy  of  Mr.  Thouvenel's  reply  to 
proposition  to  open  negotiations  for  acces- 
sion of  France  to  declaration  of  Paris.  M^. 
Thonvenel  states  that  the  United  States 
mnst  address  all  the  powers  associated  in 
the  declaration  before  his  proposal  can  be 
considered.  Mr.  Dayton  is  in  doubt  whether 
condition  of  the  United  States  modified  by 
action  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain, 
in  regard  to  privateering  and  belligerent 
rights,  will  permit  accession  to  declaration 
ofParis.  Delay  cannot  jeopardize  affairs. 
Awaits  instructions  to  accept  for  United 
States  declaration  of  Pans,  pure  and 
simple. 

States  that  while  the  United  States  would 
prefer  to  add  Mr.  Marcy's  amendment  to 
the  declaration  of  Paris,  yet  they  are 
ready  to  accept  declaration  as  it  stands. 

States  that  the  acceptance  of  the  declara- 
tion of  Paris  has  become  complicated  by 
reason  of  French  acknowledgment  of  in- 
surgent belligerency,  and  Mr.  Dayton's 
departure  from  instruction  No.  4.  Beasons 
which  demanded  immediate  presentation 
of  proposition  to  French  government.    Im- 

•  practicability  of  the  Marcy  amendment  to 
exempt  private  property  afloat  from  caj)- 
ture  in  time  of  war,  and  the  not  un- 
reasonable motive  which  caused  delay  to 
negotiation  by  adding  amendment  to  the 
declaration,  pure  and  simple,  as  first  ten- 
dered by  Mr.  Seward.  States  that  it  is 
not  a  time  for  propagandism,  but  for  ener- 
getic action,  to  arrest  the  worst  of  all 
national  calamities,  and  directs  Mr.  Day- 
ton to  renetv  proposition  for  an  adoption 
of  declaration  of  Paris  in  form  ori^nally 
presoribed,  and  to  avoid  compromising  the 
exolnsive  sovereignty  of  United  States.  If 
any  question  concerning  it  shall  arise,  let 
it  be  introduced  by  France,  and  in  that 
caae  Mr.  Dayton  must  await  instructions, 
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er 


67 


BEOOaNITION  OP  SEBEL  BELLIOEBENCY. 


XI 


DECLAB^TION  OF  PABIS-GontiiniedL 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


liOid   1^0110    to 
Lord  BnaselL 


Bate. 


1861. 


Jidy     8 


14 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Sbwaid. 


17 


.do. 


July   12 


July   19 


Snliljeot. 


I 

04 


bat  must  aasore  the  French  government 
of  the  desire  of  the  United  States  to  lead 
in  the  negotiations  when  there  shall  be 
hope  for  the  adoption  of  the  Maroy  amend- 
ment. 

States  that  he  has  ffiven  Mr.  Seward  a  list  of  70 
the  powers  which  have  acceded  to  decla- 
ration of  Paris  on  maritime  law.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  complication  at  Paris,  produced 
by  Mr.  Dayton,  Mr.  Seward  says  if  the 
United  States  declared  that  their  accession 
to  Paris  declaration  would  Impose  an  obli- 
gation on  France  with  regard  to  disloyal 
as  well  as  loyal  States  of  the  Union,  or  if 
the  French  ^vemment  announced  that 
by  the  acceptance  of  the  accession  of  the 
United  States  they  did  not  intend  to  con- 
tract any  engagement  affecting  the  insur- 
gent States,  ^.  Dayton's  apprehension 
that  an  acceptance  of  the  declaration 
wou^  be  iignnous  to  United  States,  might 

.  be  well  founded.  If  the  point  described 
could  be  omitted  from  discussion,  the  ac- 
cession of  the  United  States  might  be 
accepted  now,  and  its  effect  on  insurgents 
determined  afterwar4*  Delay  would  arise 
from  consultation  with  other  powers. 
Mr.  Seward  presumed  that'  practically 
Euf^land  and  France  were  sure  that 
United  States  held  that  the  flag  covered, 
the  oaa^o,  and  that  the  goods  of  friends 
were  free  under  enemy's  flag;  that  it 
would  endeavor  to  protect  commerce  of 
friends,  and  would  hang  privateers'  crews 
aspirates.  Lord  Lyons  mrorms  Mr.  Seward 
that  last  measure  could  not  be  acceptable 
to  England  or  France,  and  informs  Lord 
BuBseU  that  it  is  important  that  the  ao- 
oession  of  United  States  to  declaration 
should  not  be  accepted  without  inform- 
ing them  of  the  effect  of  acceptance 
by  England  and  France  with  regard  to 
insurgents. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  dispatches  from  71 
9  to  35.  Recapitulates  series  of  misun- 
derstandings in  reflnurd  to  accession  to  dec- 
laration of  raris.  States  purpose  to  obtain 
from  Lord  Russell  distinct  answer  in  writ- 
ing of  disposition  to  open  negotiations  in 
London. 

Refers  to  Mr.  Seward's  No.  38,  and  incloses  73 
copy  of  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
relative  to  opening  negotiation  at  London. 
Describes  misunderstanding  oonceming 
conversation  at  the  first  interview  between 
Lord  Russell  and  himself  relative  to  dec- 
laration of  Paris.  Has  left  copy  of  oon- 
vention  with  Lord  Russell  for  submis- 
sion to  British  cabinet,  and  states  that 
Ck>nstitution  of  United  States  requires 
agreement  to  be  submitted  for  action  of 
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RECOGNITION   OF   REBEL  BELLIGERENCE. 


DECLARATION  OF  PARIS— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


20 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Lord  Russell. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


49 


22 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


22 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr 
Seward. 


24 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


55 


58 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Earl  Cowley  to 
Earl  Russell. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


July    19 


July   26 


July  29 


July   30 


Aug.     2 


Aug.     2 


Aug.     6 


Aug.     8 


Aug.   12 


Senate.  Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell, 
stating  that  as  soon  as  British  government 
is  informed  that  similar  convention  has 
been  concluded  at  Paris,  it  will  accede. 

Informs  Lord  Russell  that  he  will  ascertain 
extent  of  Mr.  Dayton's  powers  to  ne^tiate 
with  France.  If  he  is  not  authorized  to 
proceed,  further  instructions  from  Wash- 
ington will  be  required. 

Refers  to  his  dispatch  No.  17,  and  states  that 
he  has  received  from  Mr.  Dayton  an  ac- 
count of  his  proposition  to  French  govern- 
ment to  accept  Marcy  amendment.  Ap- 
proves the  propriety  of  Mr.  Dayton's  course, 
and  speculates  on  the  position  of  Great 
Britain.  States  that  Mr.  Dayton  agrees  to 
proceed  on  basis  proposed  by  Lord  Russell 
so  soon  as  it  shall  be  conveyed  to  him  in 
writing. 

Approves  proposed  appeal  to  British  govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  the  declaration  of 
Paris. 

Incloses  copy  of  note  wherein  Mr.  Adams 
requests  him  to  ascertain  from  French 
government  whether  it  will  agree  simul- 
taneously with  that  of  Great  Britain  to 
accept  accession  of  United  States  to  decla- 
ration of  Paris,  pure  and  simple,  also  copy  of 
his  reply  signifying  readiness  to  ascertain. 

Incloses  copy  of  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  of 
July  29,  relating  to  situation  of  Mr.  Day- 
ton's proposal  to  French  government,  and 
his  intention  to  propose  the  accession  of 
France  to  declaration  of  Paris,  pure  and 
simple,  simultaneously  with  the  assent  of 
Great  Britain,  and  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's 
reply,  wherein  he  agrees  to  negotiate  as 
soon  as  conventions  can  be  simultaneously 
signed  in  Paris  and  London,  but  adds  that 
Great  Britain  considers  the  engagement 
prosi^ective  and  not  retroactive. 

States  that  instruction  No.  27  has  been  an- 
ticipated by  action  based  on  information 
from  Mr.  Adams,  and  incloses  copy  of  note 
to  Mr;  Thouvenel  proposinj^  to  enlftr  into 
a  convention  with  France  ror  accession  to 
declaration  of  Paris,  ptire  and  simple,  and 
referring  to  similar  proposition  made  to 
British  government  by  Mr.  Adams. 

Awaits  with  solicitude  issue  of  proposition 
referred  to  in  Mr.  Adams's  No.  17.  Similar 
propositions  go  forward  to  every  maritime 
power  in  Europe. 

States  that  Mr.  Dayton  has  proposed  t>o  ne- 
gotiate convention  with  France  embodying 
four  points  of  declaration  of  Paris. 

Hopes  that  conference  between  Mr.  Adams 
and  Mr.  Dayton  will  brins  about  under- 
standing with  England  and  France  in  re- 
gard to  declaration  of  Paris. 
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DECLARATION  OP  PARIS-Contmu©d. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


61 


Ur.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Earl  Rnasell .  to 
Earl  Cowley. 


Earl    Cowley  to 
EarlRuaselL 


35 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


32 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1861. 
Aug.   17 


Aug.   19 


Aug.   20 


Aug.  22 


Aug.   23 


Approves  proceedingB  referred  to  in  Mr. 
Adams's  No.  22,  and  after  reviewing  Lord 
Russell's  remark  that  the  acceptance  by 
Great  Britain  of  the  accession  of  United 
States  to  declaration  of  Paris  will  be  pro- 
spective, not  retroactive,  Instructs  Mr. 
Adams  to  ask  Lord  Kussell  for  an  explana- 
tion of  this  modiiication  before  any 
further  proceedings  in  the  proposed 
negotiation. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Mr.  Adams  re- 
specting signature  to  proposed  convention, 
and  a  copy  of  declaration  he  proposes  to 
issue  on  signing  the  convention. 

States  that  Sir.  Thouvenel,  upon  recei>'ing 
Lord  Russell's  note  and  declaration,  in- 
formed him  that  Franco  ha^l  determined 
•to  issue  similar  declaration,  but  that  Mr. 
Dayton  thought  he  could  not  receive  such 
declaration  without  referring  to  his  gov- 

•  ernment ;  that  Mr.  Dayton  hardly  concealed 
from  Mr.  Thouvenel  that  the  object  of 
United  States  in  signing  convention  waste 
force  western  powers  to  treat  southern 
privateers  as  pirates. 

States  that  both  England  and  France  refuse 
to  negotiate  except  on  understanding  that 
convention  is  not  to  bear  directly  or  indi- 
rectly on  domestic  difficulty  in  United 
States.  Incloses  a  copy  of  Mr.  Thouveuel's 
note,  a  copy  of  proposed  convention,  and 
of  the  French  declaration.  States  that 
Mr.  Thouvenel  distinctly  informed  him 
that  neither  England  nor  France  could 
deal  with  southern  privateers  as  pirates, 
and  that  they  could  dispense  with  adhe- 
sion of  United  States  to  declaration  of 
Paris  before  participating  in  their  domes- 
tic controversy,  and  that  the  declaration 
to  accompany  proposed  convention  an- 
nounces this  determination.  Mr.  Dayton 
replied  that  his  instructions  contained 
no  authority  to  vary  obligations  which 
France  might  incur  by  interpretation  of 
terms  of  convention,  and  that  United 
States  could  not  recognize  any  distinction 
between  its  loyal  and  rebel  citizens  in 
treating  with  foreign  governments.  Mr. 
Thouvenel  states  that  the  outside  declar- 
ation proposes  to  preveut  future  contro- 
.versy  concerning  strict  neutrality  France 
had  adopted.  Mr.  Dayton  suggests  to  Mr. 
Adams  either  to  issue  counter  declaration 
declining  to  admit  doctrine  of  Anglo- 
French  declaration,  and  proposes  to  await 
Mr.  Adams  reply  before  further  conference 
with  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

Incloses  copy  of  note  A'om  Lord  Russell 
with  copy  of  declaration  to  be  issued  on 
signing  the  proposed  convention,  and  has 
become  acquainted  with  the  intention  of 
the  fYench  government  to  issue  similar 
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DECLARATION  OP  PARIS— Continued. 


No. 


Trom.  whom  and 
to  whom. 


37 


Earl   Cowley  to 
Earl  Russell. 

Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


34 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


83 


Earl   Russell  to 
Earl  Cowley. 

Mr.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


39 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1861. 
Aug.  27 
Aug.   29 


Aug.   30 


Aug.   31 
Sept.    7 


Sept.    7 


document.     States  that  Mr.  Dayton  and 
himself  await  further  instructions. 

States  that  he  has  informed  Mr.  Thouvenel. 
that  Mr.  Adams  refuses  to  sign  convention 
without  further  instructions. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  of  August  26  to 
Mr.  Thouvenel  reviewing  the  intention  of 
French  government  to  declare  that  con- 
vention does  not  implicate  it  directly 
or  indirectly  in  the  internal  conflict  in 
United  States.  Has  adopted  Mr.  Adams's 
sug:gestion  to  stop  negotiations,  and  ex- 
plaining position  and  anticipations  of 
United  States  to  await  further  instruc- 
tions. 

Announces  failure  of  negotiation,  and  in- 
closes note  of  August  23d  informing 
Lord  Russell  of  determination  to  decline, 
in  view  of  the  proposed  outside  declara- 
tion, to  sign  the  contemplated  convention 
on  the  day  appointed.  After  reviewing 
progress  of  negotiations,  he  infers  influ- 
ence in  the  cabinet  adverse  to  success  of 
proposition  of  United  States. 

Incloses  Mr.  Adams's  note  in  regard  to  British 
declaration  upon  conclusion  of  convention, 
and  his  reply  thereto. 

Reviews  proceeding  of  Lord  Russell  as  evin- 
'  ced  in  his  proposed  declaration  to  accom- 
pany convention,  approves  Mr.  Adams's 
interruption  of  negotiations,  and  instructs 
him  to  inform  Lord  Russell  that  the  pro- 
posed declaration  is  inadmissible,  because 
it  is  impossible  to  permit  a  foreign  power 
to  adjust  its  relations  upon  assumed  inter- 
nal differences  in  United  States,  because 
it  is  not  mutual,  and  because  it  is  a  de- 
parture from  the  declaration  of  Paris.  If 
British  government  shall  adhere  to  propo- 
sition, negotiation  must  be  suspended. 
Anticipation  of  future  relinquishment  of 
present  objections  by  Great  Britain  to 
position  of  United  States.  Regarding  ne- 
gotiation terminated,  Mr.  Seward  states 
the  views  of  the  United  States  inVegard 
to  rights  of  neutrals  in  present  case,  and 
incloses  copy  of  act  Of  Congress  which 
prohibited,  in  1838,  intervention  with  Brit- 
ish authority  in  Canada. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  dispatches  from  61 
to  67,  and  transmits  copies  of  Lord  Rns- 
selVs  note  to  him  of  the  28th  of  August, 
and  of  his  instruction  to  Lord  Lyons  in 
reference  to  declaration  of  Paris,  proposed 
modification  .  by  outside  declaration  and 
declination  of  Mr.  Adams  to  conclude  ne- 

gotiation.  View  of  certain  involutions  of 
Iriti^  policy,  and  the  probable  suggestion 
of  the  outside  modiflcation  of  declaration 
of  Paris  by  some  member  of  the  cabinet  in 
the  interest  of  the  insurgents.  Noteb  date 
of  indorsement  upon  Lord  Russell's  note. 
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DECLARATION  OF  PABI8— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


44 


56 


45 


88 


5S 


104 


133 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1861. 
Sept.    7 


l£r.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Sept.  10 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Lord  Lyons  to 
Earl  Russell. 

Earl  Cowley  to 
Earl  Raseell. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Earl   Cowley  to 
Earl  RoflselL 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


89     Mr.   Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
.  Earl  RosselL 


Earl   Raseell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Do 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Sept.  10 

Sept.  10 

Sept.  10 

Sept.  14 

Sept.  24 

Sept  28 

Oct.  14 

Oct.  19 

Dec.  6 


Dec.    20 


Dec    24 


1802. 
Mar.   20 


Incloses  cop"^  of  a  letter  of  Angust  5  to  Mr. 
Adams  in  recard  to  unacceptability  to 
England  of  If^larcy  amendment,  and  to  in- 
terpretation of  Lord  Russell's  statement 
that  the  engagements  of  Great  Britain  will 
be  prospective.  Refers  to  proposed  out- 
side declaration,  and  to  explanation  re- 
quested. 

Reviews  progress  of  negotiation  with  France, 
and  expresses  the  opinion  entertained  b^ 
the  United  States  of  the  proposed  modin- 
cation  of  the  declaration  or  Paris.  In- 
structs Mr.  Dayton  to  inform  Mr.  Thouve- 
nel  that  the  proposed  outside  declaration 
is  deemed  inadmissible  by  the  President, 
and  if  it  shall  be  insisted  upon,  negotia- 
tions must  be  suspended. 

Incloses  translation  of  a  note  of  the  9th  in- 
stant from  Mr.  Thouvenel,  relating  to  spe- 
cific grounds  of  exception  to  an  uncondi- 
tional acceptance  of  declaration  of  Paris. 

Has  hoard  Mr.  Seward  read  instruction  to  Mr. 
Adams  to  break  off  negotiation. 

States  that  Mr.  Dayton  has  informed  Mr. 
Thouvenel  of  suspension  of  negotiations. 

Acknowledges  No.  34,  and  refers  to  83  as  an- 
ticipating the  conrse  pursued.  States  that 
Lord  Lyons  has  read  to  him  letter  to  Mr. 
Edwards  upon  Dominican  affairs. 

Has  informed  Mr.  Thouvenel  that  if  the  pro- 
posed declaration  is  insisted  on,  the  United 
States  intend  to  break  off  negotiations. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  Mr.  Seward's  83, 
and  states  that  he  will  await  further  ap- 
proval of  his  proceedings  before  communi- 
cating with  Lord  Russell. 

Has  submitted  copy  of  Mr.  Seward's  56,  in 
reference  to  accession  of  United  States  to 
Paris  declaration,  to  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

Commnnicat>es  President's  approval  of  Mr. 
Adams's  proceedings;  states  that  the  pres- 
ent development  of  insurrection  is  due  to 
toleration  of  its  appeals  in  Europe. 

Transmitting  copies  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence for  1861.  States  that  a  review  of  the 
.correspondence  supports  the  determina- 
tion of  England  and  France  not  to  accept 
accession  of  United  States  to  declaration 
of  Paris  without  the  obligations  assumed 
towards  the  seceded  States. 

Instructs  Lord  Lyons  to  inform  Mr.  Seward 
that  in  case  of  war  between  England  and 
United  States,  the  former  will  relinquish 
her  right  to  privateering,  provided  the 
United  States  would  reciprocate. 

Referring  to  approval  by  United  States  of 
Mr.  Aoams's  refiisal  to  sign  convention  as 
modified  by  declaration. 

Sentiment  in  Parliament  concerning  rights 
on  ocean,  and  of  blockade  during  the  war. 
Difilcolties  attending  the  adoption  of  in- 
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REVOCATION  Of  MR.  fiUNCffS  EXEQUATUR,  ETC. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


1862. 


Subject. 


.  terestasanileof  action.  Indifferent  dispo- 
sition  of  England  to  respect  neutral  rights 
and  t)lockaue  in  present  war,  and  reasons 
therefor. 


REVOCATION  OF  MR.  BUNCH'S  EXEQUATUR,  OR  MR.  BUNCH'S  MISSION. 


Lord    Lyons   to 
Lord  RusselL 


63 


Lord  Rnssell  to 

Lord  Lyons. 
Lord    Lyons   to 

Lord  Russell. 
Consul  Bunch  to 

Mr.  Hammond. 
Lord    Lyons    to 

Earl  Russell. 


1861. 
July     8 


Do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


July  24 

Aug.  2 

Aug.  5 

Aug.  16 


64 


•  •■••■  U\#  •  «  •  *  « 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Earl  KusselL 


Aug.   16 


Aug.   17 


Aug.   17 


Aug.   19 


Transmits  copy  of  instruction  to  Mr.  Bunch 
relative  to  obtaining  a  satisfactory  declar- 
ation from  southern  government  as  to  mar- 
itime ri^^hts  of  neutrals.  Mr.  Mercier  has 
sent  similar  instructions  to  the  French  act- 
ing consul  at  Charleston. 

Approves  Lord  Lyons's  instructions  to  Mr. 
Bunch. 

Reports  Mr.  Bunch's  receipt  of  instructions. 

Incloses  number  of  letters  in  accompanying 
bag,  which  are  intended  for  post. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Vice-Consul 
Edwards  relative  to  arrest  at  New  York 
of  Mr.  Robert  Mure,  naturalized  citizen  of 
United  States,  on  charge  of  cai-rying  dis- 
patches from  rebel  government  to  its  com- 
missioners ii^  Europe.  Refers  to  Mr.  Mure*s 
character  as  dispatch  bearer.  Mr.  Seward 
states  that  Mure's  passport  is  invalid,  and 
that  private  letters  from  insurgents  were 
found  in  his  possession.  Lord  Lyons  states 
that  British  vice-consul  at  New  York  has 
been  instructed  to  ascertain  truth  of  charg- 
es against  Mure. 

Refers  to  paragraph  in  Baltimore  Sun,  which 
states  tnat  confederate  congress  has  ac- 
cepted the  second,  third^  and  fourth  claus- 
es of  declaration  of  Pans. 

Incloses  Muro's  passport,  Consul  Bunch's  let- 
ter, and  details  particulars  of  arrest,  and 
describes  papers  and  bag  found  in  Mure's 
possession.  Sends  Mr.  Schultz  with  bag  and 
instructs  Mr.  Adams  to  request  the  return 
of  the  cout'Cnts,  if  treasonable,  and  insucH 
case  to  inform  Lord  Russell  of  the  expec- 
tation of  the  United  States  that  Mr.  Bunch 
will  be  visited  with  the  displeasure  of  the 
British  government.  Lord  Lyons  is  aware 
of  transaction  and  general  character  of 
dispatch. 

States  that  Mr.  Bunch  is  implicated  as  con- 
spirator against  United  States  by  letter 
found  in  Mure's  possession,  and  requests 
Mr.  Bunch's  recall. 

Refers  to  disposition  of  bag  taken  from  Mure 
by  Mr.  Seward,  and  reviews  suspicions  of 
Mr.  Seward  concerning  its  treasonable  con- 
tents. States  that  instruction  of  Mr.  Bunoh 
to  Mr.  Mure  do  not  seem  extraordinary,  and 
that  Mr.  Seward  is  sincere  and  courteous. 
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REVOCATION  OF  MB.  BUNCHES  EXEQUATUR,  ETC.— Continued. 


So. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


liord  LyonB    to 
Earl  Russell. 


Do. 


Do. 


Earl   Russell   to 
Earl-  Cowley. 


Earl  Cowley  to 
Lord  Russell. 


1861. 
Aug.  23 


Aug.   30 


Sept.    2 
Sept.    7 


May     9 


41 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Earl  Cowley  to 
Earl  Russell. 


Earl   Russell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Sept.    9 


Sept.  10 


Sept  14 


Incloses  extracts  from  newspapers  relating 
to  conversation  described  in  letter  taken 
from  Mure  between  its  writer  and  Mr. 
Bniich  relative  to  the  mission  of  Messrs. 
Belligny  and  Trescott  to  Richmond,  and 
suggests  that  there  has  been  an  abuse  of 
BuneVs  confidence  by  Mure. 

Inclosing  a  dispatch  from  Consul  Bunch  rela- 
tive to  proceedings  to  procure  adherence 
of  so-called  Confederate  States  to  declara- 
tion of  Paris;  a  copy  of  resolutions  of 
congress  at  Richmond  on  the  subject;  a 
copy  of  instructions  issued  by  the  presi- 
dent of  insurgents  to  private  armea  ves- 
sels, and  a  copy  of  form  of  bond  required. 

Expresses  satisfaction  with  proceedings  of 
Consul  Bunch. 

Transmits  copies  of  Mr.  Adams's  lett-er  re- 
questing recall  of  Mr.  Bunch.  States  that 
tne  first  proposal  for  instruction,  the  exe- 
cution of  which  proved  offensive  to  United 
States,  came  from  France.  States  that 
British  government  decline  to  accede  to 
request,  without,  however,  admitting  that 
the  negotiation  with  the  southern  govern- 
ment is  a  step  to  the  recognition  of  the 
confederacy. 

Statoft  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  agrees  that  the 
assent  of  the  belligerents  in  United  States 
should  be  procured  if  possible  to  the  sec- 
ond and  third  articles  of  the  declaration 
of  Paris;  that  consuls  should  be  made 
organs  of  communication  with  southern 
States ;  that  as  France  and  United  States 
had  always  agreed  on  articles  proposed,  it 
would  be  difficult  for  either  party  in  Amer- 
ica to  refuse  assent ;  that  at  beginning  of 
American  Revolution  Great  Britain  treated 
letters  of  marque  as  piracy,  though  she 
subsequently  acknowledged  the  belliger- 
ent rights  oif'the  States. 

States  that  he  has  delivered  bag  captured 
from  Mure  into  hands  of  Mr.  Layard, 
of  British  Foreign  Office,  and  has  com- 
municated to  Lora  Russell  circumstances 
attending  capture.  States  that  he  has  re- 
quested that  Mr.  Bunch  may  be  recalled, 
and  incloses  two  notes  to  Lord  Russell 
upon  the  subject.  Announces  return  of 
Captain  Schultz  with  dispatches  from  Mr. 
Dayton. 

States  that,  in  reply  to  his  note  oommuni- 
catiog  the  request  of  the  United  States 
for  the  recall  of  Mr.  Bunch  in  consequence ' 
of  his  execution  of  orders,  Mr.   Thouvenel 
informed  him  that  no  similar  request  had 

*  been  made  of  the  French  government,  but 
that  it  would  not  give  up  an  agent  who 
had  merely  executed  its  orders. 

Incloses  copies  of  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Adams  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of 
Mr.  Bunch,  and  reqaeats  that  an  explnna- 
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REVOCATION  OF  MR.  BUNCH'S  EXEQUATUR,  ETC.— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom 


44 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Earl   Cowley  to 
Earl  RoQsell. 


Lord   Lyons    to 
Earl  Kussell. 


Do. 


108 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


109 


..do 


1861. 


Sept.  14 


Sept.  17 


Sept.  27 


Oct.     8 


Oct.  22 


Oct.    23 


Earl   Russell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons  to 
Earl  RusselL 


Oct.    26 


Oct.    28 


tion  may  be  made  by  Mr.  Bunch  of  that 
part  of  nis  conduct  which  has  received 
criticism  by  United  States. 

Incloses  two  notes  from  Lord  Russell  in  re- 
gard to  the  capture  of  British  dispatch 
bag  and  the  conduct  of  Consul  Bunch. 
States  that  it  appears  that  Bunch  has  been 
executing  receut  instructions.  Lord  Rus- 
sell states  that  in  view  of  interruption  of 
mails  in  contravention  of  postal  treaty 
with  great  Britain,  private  letters  were 
confided  to  consular  bag,  and  that  on  open- 
ing bag  nothing  was  found  of  treasona- 
ble character ;  that  Mr.  Bunch  cannot  be 
recalled,  and  that  the  British  government 
in  endeavoring  to  obtain  accession  of 
southern  States  to  last  three  articles  of 
declaration  of  Paris,  do  not  consider  itself 
as  taking  the  first  step  to  a  recognition  of 
the  southern  confederacy. 

States  that  Mr.  Dayton  has  made  no  repre- 
sentation to  French  government  in  regard 
to  participation  of  French  consul  at 
Charleston  in  Mr.  Bunch's  mission. 

States  that  Mr.  Bunch  denies  statement  con- 
tained in  letter  taken  from  Mure.  Reports 
proceedings  for  facilitatiug  correspondence 
with  Bunch. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  Consul  Bunch  ex- 
planatory of  his  conduct  in  regard  to  trans- 
mission of  dispatches  by  Robert  Mure. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  No.  44,  containing 
Lord  Russell's  statement  concerning  con- 
tents of  intercepted  dispatch  ba|^.  Ob- 
jects to  substitution  of  British  dispatch 
bag  for  United  States  mail  bag,  and  hopes 
that  magnanimity  df  British  government 
may  be  relied  on  not  to  complain  of  breach 
of  international  postal  treaty,  and  of  resort 
of  United  States  to  suppression  of  corre- 
spondence between  insurgents  and  foreign 
nations. 

Reviews  Lord  Russell's  statement  of  Mr. 
Bunch's  negotiation  with  insurgent  gov- 
vemment,  and  announces  the  reasons 
which  induce  United  States  to  revoke  Mr. 
Bnuch's  exequatur.  States  influence  of 
Queen's  proclamation  on  British  relations 
with  insurgent  authorities,  and  expresses 
satisfaction  with  conduct  of  Lord  Lyons, 
with  whom  an  arrangement  has  been  made 
for  conveyance  of  correspondence  of  British 
government  to  and  from  its  consuls  resid- 
ing in  blockaded  ports. 

States  that  explanation  communicated  by 
Consul  Bunch  in  his  communication  of 
the  30th  September  is  not  satisfactory, 
and  requests  further  explanation  from  Mr. 
Bunch. 

States  that  during  an  interview  Mr.  Seward 
read  to  him  an  instruction  to  Mr.  Adams 
to  inform  the  British  government  that  the 
United  States  had  determined  to  revoke 


I 


146 


148 


149 


149 


151 


152 


155 


155 


BECOGNITION   OP  KEBEL   BELLIGERENCY. 


REVOCATION  OF  MR.  BUNCH'S  EXEQUATUR,  ETC.— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


71 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Date. 


1861. 


Nov.    14 


Lord    Lyons  to 
Earl  Rnssell. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Nov.   14 


74 


75 


81 


.do  .•  ..  . 


do 


Nov.    15 


...do 


lae 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Nov.   22 


Nov.    22 


Nov.   29 


Nov.   30 


the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Bunch.  States  that 
in  the  dispatch  no  allusion  is  made  to  the 
eo-operation  in  the  negotiation  of  the 
French  consul  at  Charleston.  In  reference 
to  Mr.  Bunch,  Lord  Lyons  avers  that  never 
were  serious  charges  brought  upon  a 
Blighter  foundation. 

Refers  to  dispatch  No.  108,  and  states  that 
during  an  interview  on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, he  communicated  its  contents  to  Lord 
Russell,  and  incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  the 
British  minister  embodying  substance  of 
108.  Mr.  Adams  inquires  concerning  found- 
ation of  information  of  the  revocation  of 
Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur,  which  has  reached 
England. 

Communicates  dispatch  from  Consul  Bunch 
containing  further  explanation  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  intercepted  letters,  and  the 
reason  for  confiding  his  dispatches  to  Mr. 
Mure's  care. 

States  that  Lord  Palmerston  in  an  interview 
refers  to  the  revocation  of  Mr.  Bunch's 
exequatur  as  a  proceeding  calculated  to 
produce  irritation.  Mr.  Adams  has  re- 
ceived no  intimation  of  the  fact  from  his 
government,  and  states  that  United  States 
was  desirous  to  raise  no  needless  ques- 
tions; but  they  were  annoyed  by  proceed- 
ings of  parties  m  sympathy  with  the  rebel- 
lion in  England  and  France.  The  sense 
of  faith  in  foreign  aid  had  kept  up  the 
rebellion,  and  was  the  only  source  of  bad 
feeliuff  in  America  for  England. 

States  that  in  accordance  with  instruction 
109  he  has  communicated  to  Earl  Russell 
the  determination  of  the  United  States  to 
revoke  the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Bunch. 

Incloses  Earl  Russell's  note  of  the  15th  in- 
stant, in  regard  to  the  intercepted  dis- 
patch bag  of  Mr.  Bunch  and  to  transfer  of 
discnsions  to  Washington. 

Incloses  copy  of  Earl  Russell's  note  in  re- 
gard to  revocation  by  United  States  of 
Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur  and  copy  of  Mr. 
Adams's  reply  thereto,  in  which  the  princi- 
ples and  reasons  involved  are  discussed,  es- 
pecially the  determination  of  the  British 
government  to  communicate  directly  with 
insurgent  government  when  necessity  shall 
require. 

States  that  at  the  time  of  the  communication 
of  the  French  and  British  governments 
to  the  insurgents,  through  Mr.  Bunch,  he 
had  learned  that  England  was  prepared  to 
assnme  a  tone  that  should  repel  prevailing 
presumption  of  its  inclination  to  a  recog- 
nition. Offensive  correspondence  of  Great 
Britain  left  no  alternative  but  to  revoke 
exequatur  of  offending  consul,  which  was. 
done  because  he  had  rendered  nimself  per- 
sonally obnoxious. 


157 


159 


161 


162 


165 


165 


171 


EECOGNITION   OP  EEBEL  BELLIGEEENCY, 


REYOCATION  OF  liR.  BUNCH'S  EXEQUATUB,  ETC.— Continued. 


Ho. 


84 


87 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
^Seward. 


Lord    Lyons   to 
EarlBnsselL 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Lord   Lyons    to 
Earl  Enssell. 


Do 


Earl  Bnssell   to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.  Mason  to  Earl 
Bnssell. 


Do. 


Date. 


1861. 
Dec     6 


Dec.     6 


Dec    12 


Dec.    23 


Dec 


1862. 
Jan.    18 


July     7 


1863. 
Jan.    - 


Sul)(|ect. 


Incloses  copies  of  farther  correspondence 
with  Earl  Bnssell  in  regard  to  revocation 
of  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur,  wherein  Earl 
Bnssell  disclaims  any  interference  in  the 
domestic  affairs  of  the  United  States ;  but 
explicitly  claims  the  right  of  protecting 
the  lives  and  property  of  Britian  subjects 
wherever  they  may  be  threatened,  attacked, 
or  injured.  Mr.  Adams  in  reply  states  that 
he  does  not  perceive  that  Earl  Bussell's  in- 
terpretation of  law  of  United  States  relieves 
Mr.  Bunch,  a  consular  officer  under  recog- 
nition of  United  States,  undertaking  diplo- 
matic negotiation  with  persons  in  open 
resistance  to  its  authority. 

Calls  attention  to  dispatch  in  published  dip- 
lomatic correspondence  for  1861,  addressed 
to  Mr.  Adams,  in  regard  to  revocation  of 
Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur;  but  has  not  re- 
ceived or  seen  any  official  notification  of 
such  revocation. 

Incloses  copy  of  a  note  from  Earl  Bnssell 
acknowledging  that  Mr.  Bunch,  under 
instructions  &om  British  government, 
placed  himself  in  communication  with 
persons  in  arms  against  United  States. 

States  that  with  the  exception  of  the  infor- 
mation in  Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the  2l8t  of 
November,  he  has  no  official  knowledge  of 
revocation  of  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur. 

States  that  Mr.  Seward  has  informed  him 
that  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur  had  been  re- 

'  voked  some  time,  and  that  by  a  note  of  the 
6th  instant  he  finds  that  Mr.  Adams  had 
auuoanced  it  to  the  British  government. 
Befers  to  a  communication  oi  the  fact  to 
Mr.  Bunch,  and  its  effect  upon  his  sources 
of  information. 

States  that  the  British  government  do  not 
dispute  right  of  Unit^  States  to  revoke 
Consul-  Bunch's  exequatur,  and  that  the 
vice-consul  can  sign  such  papers  as  are 
required  for  use  in  the  United  States. 

States  that  the  adhesion  of  the  Confederate 
States  is  given  to  the  law  of  blockade  as 
declared  by  the  convention  of  Paris,  with 
the  addition  engrafted  by  the  British  gov- 
ernment relative  to  its  maintenance  by  a 
force  sufficient  to  prevent  access  to  the 
coast  of  the  enemy. 

Befers  to  previous  note  of  July.  7,  1862, 
communicating  assent  of  Confederate 
States  to  principle  of  Paris  declaration  in 
regard  to  blockade,  and  states  that  the 
British  government  naving  derogated  from 
the  proposition  agpoed  to,  rerase  either 
to  reply  to  the  official  complaint  of  the 
confederacy  or  to  make  explanations  re- 
quested. 


It 


171 


175 


175 


176 


176 


177 


177 


178 


BECOGHITION  OF  REBEL  BELLIGERBHCT. 


DEliAND  FOE  REVOCATION  OF  REBEL  BELLIGERENCY. 


Ko. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


10 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


2 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1861. 
May    21 


May   21 


Lord  Rnflsell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 

Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Sewaid. 


May    21 


May    22 


States  that  course  of  eyents  in  Europe  has 
made  it  necessary  for  the  United  States  to 
take  deoided  stand  and  signify  its  views. 
Reviews  Mr.  Dallas^s  proc^dings,  and  in* 
forms  Mr.  Adams  that  whenever  unofiScial 
or  official  intercourse  with  insurgent  emis- 
saries is  established  he  must  airest  com- 
munication with  British  government.  Mr, 
Adams  is  instructed  to  take  no  notice 
of  any  alliance  between  England  and 
France  in  resard  to  United  States.  The 
blockade  will  be  maintained,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  it  will  be  respected.  Every 
foreign  consular  or  diplomatic  agent  in 
United  States  who  shall  disobey  federal 
laws  or  disown  federal  authority,  will  be 
dismisBed.  The  United  States  will  ques- 
tion proceedings  which  have  in  view  recog- 
nition of  insurgents,  and  will  treat  insur- 
gent privateers  as  pirates. 

Interview  with  Lord  Russell  at  Pembroke 
Lodge.  Refers  to  effect  of  opinion  in 
English  private  and  public  circles  upon 
the  difficulties  in  the  United  States  and 
upon  international  relations.  Lord  Rus- 
sell says  that  he  informed  Mr.  Dallas  that 
the  British  government  were  not  disposed 
to  interfere  in  storuggle  in  United  States, 
and  he  now  adds  that  the  course  of  the 

government  in  regard  to  participation  of 
rittsh  subjects  had  necessarily  to  be  de- 
fined. In  regard  to  Hungary,  cited  by 
Lord  Russell  as  a  precedent  for  action  of 
Great  Britain  in  acknowledging  belliger- 
ency of  self-styled  confederacy,  Mr.  Adams 
repUes  that  tne  mission  to  Hungarv  was 
one  only  of  inquiry,  and  was  not  followed 
by  recognition.  Mr.  Adams  refers  to  rights 
and  duties  of  neutrals  and  his  power  to 
negotiate.  Lord  Russell  informs  nim  that 
Lord  Lyons  has  authority  to  negotiate  at 
Washiiui^n.  Inquires  concerning  the 
kind  or  blockade  established,  and  to  the 
high  tariff  adopted  by  the  United  States. 
Lord  Russell  promises  to  communicate  to 
United  States  through  Lord  Lyons  a  state- 
ment of  the  attitude  of  England  in  regard 
to  rebellion. 

Relating  the  substance  of  conversation 
with  Mr.  Adams  at  Pembroke  Lodge, 
May  18. 

Mr.  Thouvenel  expresses  concern  of  Emperor 
at  distorbances  in  United  States ;  desires 
to  be  informed  concerning  policy  of  United 
States  in  regard  to  neutrals,  to  southern 
privateers,  and  to  blockade.  Tender  by 
the  Emperor  of  his  good  offices  to  United 
States  as  mediator.  Mr.  Thouveners  re- 
marks to  Mr.  Dayton  and  Mr.  Sanford  in 
regard  to  neutral  duties  and  rights  of 
Fntnoe. 


179 


182 


187 


189 


RECOGNITION   OF   REBEL  BELLIGERENCY. 


DEMAND  FOR  REVOCATION  OF  REBEL  BELLIGERENCY— Continued. 


No. 


10 


8 


14 


15 


16 


8 


19 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  AdaniB. 


do 


do 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Date. 


1861. 
May    30 


May    30 


June    3 


June     8 


June     8 


Jane  14 


June  17 


Subject. 


Refers  to  Mr.  Sanfoid's  conversation  with 
Mr.  Thouyene^,  and  says  that  Mr.  Thou- 
Tenel  may  be  informed  that  any  com- 
munication held  by  the  French  govern- 
ment with  agents  of  insurgents  will  b^ 
considered  by  United  States  as  excep- 
tionable and  injurious,  and  that  the  United 
States  are  not  reconcUed  with  reco^ition 
of  the  southern  States  as  a  belligerent 
power. 

No  disposition  manifested  in  France  to  favor 
recognition  of  insurgent  independence. 
The  recognition  according  belligerent 
rights  to  insurgents  is  for  commercial 
purposes. 

Apxir^ension  in  United  States  of  foreign  aid 
or  intervention  in  rebellion  is  justified  by 
reserve  of  British  ministry  when  protest 
of  United  States  against  recognition  of 
insurgents  was  presented ;  by  contracting 
an  eng<u;ement  with  France  without  con- 
sulting United  States  as  to  policy  .in  re- 
gard to  rebellion:  by  Lord  RusselFs  an- 
nouncement that  ne  was  not  unwilling  to 
receive  insurgent  commissioners  unoffi- 
ciallv;  by  precipitate  issue  of  Queen's 
proclamation.  Has  delayed  communicat- 
ing views  of  President  until  receipt  of 
promised  staticment  of  England  and 
France  of  their  attitude  towards  United 
States.  Expresses  satisfaction  of  Presi- 
dent with  Mr.  Adams's  reception  by  Brit- 
ish government. 

Reviews  conversation  between  Lord  Russell 
and  Mr.  Adams  of  18th  May  in  regard 
to  foreign  intervention.  Approves  Mr. 
Adams's-  interrogatories  and  statements. 
Refers  to  reasons  given  in  dispatch  14  for 
anticipating  foreign  intervention.  Refers 
to  Queen's  proclamation,  and  savs  that  any 
of  the  positions  of  Lord  Russell  in  regard 
to  that  instrument  are  not  conceded  by 
United  States.  Negotiations  in  regard  to 
declaration  of  Paris  can  be  conducted  at 
Washington.  Approves  Mr.  Adams's  re- 
marks on  tariff. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Lyons  in  regard  to 
application  of  rule  exempting  friends' 
goods  in  enemy's  vessel  to  case  of  bark 
Winifred. 

Converses  with  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
precipitate  issue  of  Queen's  proclamation, 
and  to  unofficial  reception  of  insurgent 
emissaries.  Receives  assurance  that  Brit- 
ish government  intends  to  be  entirely 
neutral,  and  that  reception  of  commission- 
ers did  not  imply  recognition.  Mr.  Adams 
says  that  Queen's  proclamation  has  re- 
lieved United  States  from  liability  for 
damages  to  British  shipping  by  insurgents. 

Proceedmffs  of  United  States  in  view  of 
anxiety  lest  insurgents  should  obtain  aid 


191 


192 


193 


194 


197 


198 


200 


BECOONITION  OF  BEBEL  BELLIGERENCT. 


xxin 


DEMAND  FOR  REVOCATION  OF  REBEL  BELLIGERENCY— Oontinaed. 


No. 


21 


11 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord  RufweU  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


22 
10 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1861. 


June  19 


June  — 


Jone  21 


June  21 


Jnne  22 
Jane  28 


from  foreign  nations.  Views  of  United 
States  ^vernment  in  regard  to  declaration 
of  Pans  communicated  in  proposition  to 
England  and  France.  That  he  could  not 
receive  the  dispatches  which  Lonl  Lyons 
and  Mr.  Mercier  were  directed  to  comnlii- 
nicate.  Refers  to  the  understanding  be- 
tween England  and  France  as  to  one 
course  in  reference  to  rebellion  in  United 
States.  Communication  in  Mr.  Mercier's 
dispatch  of  the  recognition  of  the  insur- 
gents as  belligerents  by  France ;  also  of  the 
lucliuation  of  France  to  negotiate  in  rela- 
tion to  neutral  rights.  Bearing  of  the 
present  state  of  affairs  upon  the  future 
relations  between  the  two  countries. 

Refers  to  interview  with  Lord  Lyons  and 
Mr.  Mercier,  wherein  Lord  Lyons  presents 
a  dispatch  from  his  government,  which 
United  States  cannot  receive,  stating  that 
the  country  is  considered  by  England  to 
be  divided  into  two  belligerent  parties; 
implying,  without  specification,  the  pos- 
session of  belligerent  rights  by  the  insur- 
gent-s.  President  declines,  with  apprecia- 
tion, the  mediation  tendered  by  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  Thouvenel  has  informed  him  that  the 
French  government  has  no  idea  of  recog- 
nizing tne  independence  of  the  insurgent 
government,  and  that  he  has  received  Mr. 
Kost  as  a  private  citizen.  All  efforts  of 
the  confederate  agents  have  been  unsuc- 
cessful in  obtaining  either  recognition  or 
money  from  France. 

Is  not  able  to  recall  occasion  when  his  lan- 
lage  seemed  offensive  to  Lord  Lyons. 
[e  has  refrained  from  expressing  to  Lord 
Lyons  dissatisfaction  which  has  been  pro- 
duced by  his  communications.  Obstruc- 
tion to  diplomatic  intercourse  greater  than 
the  manner  of  conducting  it  is  to  be  found 
in  the  opinion  of  the  American  people, 
based  upon  indifference  of  British  govern- 
ment and  community  to  integrity  of 
United  States. 

Satisfaction  with  Mr.  Adams's  conduct. 
Only  complaint  Mr.  Adams  has  made  has 
been  against  premature  publication  of 
Queen's  X)roclamation  of  neutrality.  Re- 
viewH  the  reasons  which  induced  British 
government  to  recognize  belligerency  of 
insurgents.  Cites  Mr.  Canning.  The  gov- 
ernments of  France  and  England  agree 
that  proposition  of  Mr.  Dayton  to  attach 
Marcy  amendment  to  declaration  of  Paris 
ought  to  be  rejected. 

Shall  regard  France  as  respecting  United 
States  until  she  practically  violates  her 
friendly  obligation. 

Communication  to  Lord  Russell  of  President's 
views,  expressed  in  Mr.  Seward's  14  and  15. 


205 


208 


209 


210 


211 


212 


XXIV 


EECOGNITION   OF  BEBEL  BELLIGERENCY. 


DEMAND  FOB  EEVOCATION  OF  REBEL  BELLIGERENCY— Contiinied. 


Ko. 


32 


27 


49 


21 


35 


34 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Bfr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


ao 


Earl  Russell  to 
Messrs.  Yancyy 
Rost,  and  Mann. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Earl    Rnssell  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


1861. 
July     1 


July     6 


July   21 


July  22 


Aug.  22 


Aug.  24 


Aug.  30 


Sept.   9 


Can  never  acquiesce  in  assumption  of  Great 
Britain  that  United  States  is  divided  in 
two  parts ;  though^  if  Great  Britain  for- 
bears from  interference,  United  States  will 
not  inquire  concerning  the  names  it  gives 
that  forbearance. 

Causes  of  misapprehension  of  instructions 
concerning  proposition  to  France  to  accept 
declaration  of  Paris.  United  States  wul 
not  acquiesce  in  declaration  of  France, 
which  assumes  that  United  States  is  not 
exclusive  sovereign  in  States  and  Territo- 
ries of  the  Union;  and  they  adhere  to 
declaration  of  Paris,  pure  and  simple, 
as  an  undivided  nation. 

Profound  solicitude  of  President  to  avert 
foreign  war.  Reasons'  for  protesting 
against  foreign  recognition  ana  interfer- 
ence in  insurrection.  Reasons  for  refrain- 
ing from  proving  to  Great  Britain  the 
assumed  error  of  her  recognition  of  in- 
surgents as  belligerents,  and  for  desiring 
mutual  forbearance  until  reconciliation  of 
conflicting  systems  shall  have  become  im- 

?08sible.  Mutual  forbearance  authorized 
"resident  to  inform  Congress  on  4th  of 
July  that  sovereignty  of  United  States 
was  respected  by  all  nations^  Sttb8t>antial 
character  of  the  policy  of  the  United 
States,  and  disastrous  consequences  if  the 
war  involves  foreign  states. 

Will  communicate  reasons  of  United  States 
for  not  officially  receiving  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Mercier,  announcing  concession  of 
belligerent  rights  to  insurgents.  Comments 
upon  the  intention  of  France  to  address  the 
government  at  Montgomery. 

Informs  Mr.  Thouvenel  that  an^  declaration 
which  recognized  distinction  between 
North  and  South  was  a  matter  upon 
which  the  United  States  were  x>eculiarly 
sensitive ;  that  they  treated  with  foreign 

fovemments  for  the  whole  country.  Mr. 
houvenel  answered  that  France  did  not 
■  contest  the  right  of  United  States  to  treat 
for  the  whole  country ;  that  the  declaration 
was  intended  to  prevent  misconception  in 
the  future. 
Acknowledges  receipt  of  their  letter  of  the 
14th,  and  informs  them  that  the  British 

fovernment  cannot  aolcnowledge  the  in- 
ependence  of  the  so-styled  confederacy. 

Incloses  Lord  RnsselVs  letter  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, of  14th  May,  in  regard  to  annexa- 
tion of  Dpminican  territory  to  Spain, 
and  invites  attention  to  designation  of 
contending  parties  in  America. 

The  British  government  have  recognized 
belligerent  character  of  southern  States 
but  are  not  prepared  to  recognize  inde- 
pendenoe  of  so-called  confederacy. 
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DEMAND  FOE  BEVOCATION  OF  BEfiEL  BELLIGEBENCY— Oontiiraed. 


61 


168 


179 


182 


114 


196 


197 


199 


Ur.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Lord    Lyons  to 
EarlBuaselL 


Earl  Bnssell  to 
Messrs.  Tancey, 
Best,  and  Mann. 

Mr.  Beward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


......do 


•  «  *  •  ■  %ft%y    V    •   •      •  < 


Mr.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 


...do 


1861. 
Oct.    18 


Nov.     4 


Dec.     7 


1863. 
Jan.    S3 


Feb.     5 


Feb.    13 


Feb.    19 


Feb.   27 


Feb.   Sd 


Mar.     6 


Morements  inspired  by  insurgent  emissaries 
to  inflnence  British  govemment;  character 
of  pnblSc  speeches  of  British  ministers; 
public  review  of  American  affairs  by  Earl 
Bussell.  Intentions  of  British  government 
expressed  in  leading  article  in  London 
Post,  Lord  Palmerston's  paper.  Lord  Eus- 
selVs  probable  friendship  for  United  States. 

Mr.  Seward  says  reception  of  confederate 
vessels  in  Bbritish  ports  is  the  only  difiQcul- 
ty  between  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
Lord  Lyons  informs  Mr.  Seward  that  ob- 

iection  to  communication  between  £ng- 
and,  France,  and  the  de  facto  govemn^ent 
of  the  South,  can  only  keep  open  a  source 
of  irritation^  there  was  necessity  for  such 
communication.  Cites  instances,  and  Mr. 
Seward's  reply. 
Declines  to  enter  into  official  communica- 
tion. 


Embarrassment  of  United  States  by  the  posi- 
tion of  the  British  government  in  regard 
to  entertainment  of  insurgent  cmlsers  in 
Britieii  ports.  Effective  military  capacity 
of  United  States. 

Approves  proceeding  of  Mr.  Adams  in  regard 
to  "  Nasnville."  Has  communicated  to  Mr. 
Perry  uselessness  to  European  maritime 
powers  of  a  policy  which  invites  insur- 
gent privateers  and  repels  American  com- 
merce from  their  ports.  United  States 
have  heard  with  incredulity  that  France 
proposed  three  months  ago,  to  Great 
Britain,  recognition  and  intervention  to 
break  blockade.  Has  received  evidence 
that  secession  sympathizers  will  inauani- 
rate  debate  and  motion  in  Parliament  for 
reco^ition. 

K  British  government  still  perseveres  in  its 
policy,  is  it  asking  too  much  of  them  to 
lend  protection  of  their  courts  to  the  en- 
forcement of  the  neutrality  commanded 
by  the  Queen's  proclamation  T 

Beviews  Mr.  Dayton's  repoH  of  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Thouvenel  in  reference  to 
neutral  rights  and  duties  as  affected  by 
war  in  United  States,  and  to  progress  and 
end  of  military  operations. 

Concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  insur- 
gents is  cause  of  all  embarrassments  be- 
tween Engl  and  and  United  States.  Presses 
propriety  of  revoking  that  concession  upon 
attention  of  British  government. 

Successes  in  the  West  permit  partial  resto- 
ration of  inland  trade  and  adoption^  of 
measures  in  relation  to  sea  coast,  which 
will  be  some  alleviation  to  blockade. 

Duration  of  the  war  in  the  United  States 
is  dependent  upon  revocation  of  the  Brit^ 
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No. 


123 


203. 


209 


210 


129 


133 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.    6eward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


•  *  •  m  m  •  UA#    ••«*•      *•• 


>•»«•»  ^AV  •  •  «  •  « 


135 


131 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Seward     to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


1862. 


Mar.     8 


Mar.   10 


Mar.   15 


Mar.   17 


Mar.   25 


Mar.   26 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mar.  27 


Mar.   31 


ish  conceasion  of  belligerent  rights  to  in- 
surgents. Requests  that  Earl  Russell  may 
be  asked  whether  it  would  not  be  wiser 
and  better  to  remove  necessity  of  block- 
ade than  to  keep  the  world  in  debate 
about  expediency  of  trying  to  break  it. 

Proof  of  the  efficiency  of  the  hlockade.  The 
insurrection  is«kept  alive  by  the  treatment 
'  of  the  insurgents  as  lawful  belligerents 
by  the  maritime  powers. 

Statements  to  prove  efficiency  of  blockade. 
Losses  and  sufferings  in  Europe  by  reason 
of  war  in  United  States  may  be  removed 
by  rescinding  the  decrees  of  England  and 
France  which  concede  belligerent  rights 
to  a  faction. 

Is  gratified  with  improved  tsondition  of  pub- 
lic opinion  in  Great  Britain.  As  insurrec- 
tion IS  approaching  exhaustion,  the  Presi- 
dent hopes  that  Mr.  Adams  is  sparing  no 
efforts  to  convince  Earl  Russell  that  the 
time  has  come  when  the  concession  ot  bel- 
ligerent rights  may  be  revoked  with  safety 
to  Great  Britain. 

Occupation  of  southern  ports  by  Union 
forces  will  probably  terminate  illicit  trade 
with  Great  Britain.  Does  not  understand 
why  maritime  i>ower8  do  not  i^escind  bel- 
ligerent rights  accorded  to  insurgents. 

Conversation  with  Emperor  about  cotton 
supply,  opening  the  ports,  and  the  con- 
cession of  beUigerent  rights  to  insurgents. 

Refers  to  conversation  of  Mr.  Dayton  with 
the  Emperor,  to  the  distress  amon^  French 
cotton  operatives  produced  by  civil  war 
in  the  United  States,  and  to  the  policy  of 
France  based  on  aspect  of  affairs  in  Eu- 
rope at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Instructs 
Mr.  Dayton  to  commimicate  to  Mr.  Thouve- 
nel  the  purpose  of  the  President  to  re- 
move the  extraordinary  restraints  which 
have  been  imposed  upon  commerce  as  soon 
as  practicable,  and  that  the  pacification 
of  tne  Union  would  be  assisted  by  the  re- 
vocation of  belligerent  rights  accorded  to 
insurgents  and  reasons  therefor. 

Doubts  the  expediency  of  pressing  upon  the 
British  government  ariguments  for  retrac- 
tion of  their  error  in  granting  to  rebels 
belligerent  rights. 

Conversation  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  in  regard 
to  the  propriety  of  France  retracting  the 
concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  insur- 
gents. Mr.  Thouvenel  says  that  France 
cannot  act  without  conference  with  Eng- 
land. He  thinks  that  the  concession  is  of 
little  importance  if  the  United  States  is 
in  possession  of  all  the  ports.  The  sympa- 
thies of  France  have  been  from  the  begin- 
ning with  the  North. 
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No. 


217 
218 


140 


228 


138 


144 


137 


2X> 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
lir.  Adams. 


do 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward '  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr*.  Dayton. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.   Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1862. 
Mar.    31 


April   |1 


April    3 


April  14 


April  15 


April  16 


April  17 


April  19 


Incloses  dispatch  of  Mr.  Dayton  reporting 
conversation  with  the  Emperor  of  the 
French. 

Beasons  for  continuing  to  urge  upon  the  Brit- 
ish government  the  revocation  of  the  con- 
cession of  belUgerent  rights  to  the  insur- 
gents. Geographical  and  social  reasons 
that  render  such  a  peaceful  separation  as 
intimated  by  Lord  Kussell  impossible. 

Still  adheres  to  the  opinion  that  no  ^ood 
would  come  from  pressing  upon  British 
^vemment,  now,  the  propriety  of  revok- 
ing the  concession  of  belligerency  to  the 
insurgents. 

If  the  expectations  of  the  insurgents  of 
recognition  of  their  soveretgnty  by  princi- 

?al  maritime  powers  were  removed,  the 
resident  feels  assured  that  the  opening 
of  the  ports  might  be  conceded  at  once. 
Leaves  to  the  discretion  of  Mr.  Adams  the 
selection  of  the  occasion  for  communicat- 
ing this  view  to  the  British  government. 

Surveys  military  position  which  authorizes 
Mr.Thouvenel  to  assume  that  insurrection 
is  failure.  That  commercial  interests  of 
France  are  involved  in  revocation  of  belli- 
gerency accorded  to  insurgents,  and  the 
snpply  of  cotton  depends  upon  duration 
of  the  insurrection.  That  blockade  can  be 
raised  as  soon  «as  concession  of  bellige- 
rency to  insurgents  is  revoked. 

Presses  upon  Lord  Russell  the  revocation 
by  England  of  the  concession  of  bellige- 
rent rights,  as  it  is  now  the  only  remain- 
ing moral  support  of  the  insurgents.  Be- 
fers  to  absence  of  aversion  on  the  part  of 
the  fVench  Emperor  to  entertain  the  ques- 
tion. Lord  Russell  justifies  English  neu- 
trality, and  denies  disposition  of  British 
government  to  protect  blockade  nmners. 
Mr.  Adams  cit^  cases  where,  if  United 
States  should  adopt  similar  neutrality. 
Great  Britain  could  not  fail  to  be  injured. 
The  treatment  of  the  Oreto  is  a  source  of 
unfriendly  feeling  between  the  two  nations. 
Lord  Bussell  does  not  know  how  England 
can  alter  her  policy. 

Will  keep  in  view  the  suggestion  in  regard 
to  withdrawal  by  France  of  concession  of 
belligerent  rights.  Will  confer  with  Mr. 
Adams  before  communicating  with  French 
government  in  writing. 

The  grievances  which  disturb  the  United 
States,  and  alienate  it  from  Great  Britain, 
seem  deducible  from  concessions  to  insur- 

gsnts.  Instructs  Mr.  Adams  to  furnish 
ritish  government  with  accumulating 
evidence  of  purpose  of  United  States  to 
preserve  the  Union.  Responsibility  for 
future  alienation  between  the  two  coun- 
tries cannot  rest  with  the  President. 
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No. 


146 


fHO 


148 


245 


149 


151 


159 


147 


164 


149 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Kr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.    Seward   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Bfr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


do 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Date. 


1862. 
April  28 


April  28 


May     1 


May     5 


May     5. 


May     7 


May    15 


Mr.   Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.   Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


May    16 


May    22 


May   22 


Subject. 


BnllocVs  projected  expedition  from  England 
is  regaraed  as  a  piratical  invasion  or  the  . 
United  States.    Would  it  not  be  well  for 
France  to  signify  her  aversion  to  designs 
of  European  conspirators. 

Capture  of  New  Orleans.  Bullock's  pro- 
posed expedition  leads  to  reflection  that 
European  powers  are  willing  that  the  sup- 
pression of  the  insurrection  should  be 
associated  with  conviction  that  sympa- 
thies of  Europe  were  lent  to  abortive 
revolution. 

President's  mitigation  of  blockade.  Inclose^ 
copy  of  correspondence  with  Mr.  Adams 
in  re^rd  to  subscription  among  merchants 
in  Liverpool  to  aid  insurgents.  If-  true 
neutrality  was  observed  by  foreign  powers 
domestic  strife  would  soon  terminate. 

Successes  of  Union  arms,  simultaneous  prep- 
aration to  mitiffate  blockade,  and  ratifica- 
tion of  treaty  for  suppression  of  African 
slave  trade.  President  requests  attention 
of  Earl  Russell  may  be  called  to  position 
of  Groat  Britain  in  regard  to  recognition 
of  insurgents  as  belligerents 

Opening  of  New  Orleans  to  mails  and  com- 
merce. A  8[)eedy  termination  of  the  war 
depends  upon  withdrawal  of  belligerent 
rights  conceded  to  insurgents  by  £reign 
powers. 

The  issue  of  proclamation  for  the  restoration 
of  commerce  at  New  Orleans  may  be  re- 

garded    as   announcement   that    United 
tates   has   passed   danger  of  disunion. 
French  neutnility  and  friendship. 

Communication  to  Lord  Russell  of  success 
of  Union  arms,  and  of  the  growing  feel- 
ing of  irritation  towards  Great  Britain. 
Lord  Russell  replies  that  large  portion  of 
country  remains  unconauered,  and  that 
hostile  sentiment  had  always  existed  in 
America.  Mr.  Adams  cites  instances  in 
experience  of  his  family  that  show  causes 
of  unfriendly  feeUug  between  the  two 

.  countries. 

He  awaits  still  further  change  for  the  bet- 
ter condition  of  affairs  in  United  States 
before  urging  again  the  revocation  of  con- 
cession to  insurgents  of  belligerent  rights. 

In  reply  to  request,  in  view  of  recent  Union 
successes,  to  revoke  belligerent  rights  ac- 
corded to  insurgents,  Lord  Russell  replies 
that  he  does  not  see  his  way  to  a  change 
of  policy.  In  reply  to  reproach  that  in- 
surgents obtained  arms  and  money  in 
England,  Lord  Russell  says  that  United 
States  have  availed  themselves  of  same 
opportunity.  Mr.  Adams  said  that  the 
practice  had  been  discontinued. 

Has  communicated  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  desire 
of  the  United  States  for  the  revocation  of 
belUgerent  rights  accorded  to  the  insur- 
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DEMAKD  FOB  EEVOCATION  OF  BEBEL  BELUGEBENCY— Continued. 


Ho. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


154 

163 
»72 

167 


178 

303 

195 
359 

373 
418 


355 


336 


Mr.    Dayton   to 
Mr.  Sewar|l. 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Dayton. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  .  Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adame. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


...do . .... 


.do 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


1862. 


June   2 

June    3 
June    9 

June  20 


July    10 


July    18 


Sept.  13 


Sept.  26 


Oct.    20 


Dec.      8 


1863. 
Mar.   26 


April  24 


July   30 


Subject. 


gents.  Mr.  Thouvenel  refers  to  military 
situation  and  fliture  of  the  South,  disposi- 
tion of  the  cotton  crop,  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  acting  upon  the  proposition  for 
withdrawal  of  belligerency  without  pre- 
vious conference  with  England.  Mr.  Day- 
ton suggests  that  France  may  signify  her 
aversion  to  plots  of  insurgent  conspirators 
in  England.  Mr.  Thouvcuel  admits  that 
they  cannot  be  justified.  Suggests  co- 
operation with  Lord  Lyons  and  Mr.  Mercier 
to  obtain  revocation  of  neutrality  decree. 

Bevocation  bv  France  of  concession  of  bel- 
ligerent rights  depends  entirely  upon  ex- 
istence of  present  understanding  with 
England. 

Beasons  for  withdrawal  by  France  of  her 
recognition  of  insurgent  belligerency. 

Begrets  refusal  of  England  to  reconsider  its 
attitude  towards  United  States.  Relations 
with  maritime  powers  may  be  debated  in 
Congress. 

Begrets  determination  of  France  not  to  re- 
scind belligerency  accorded  to  insurgents. 
Change  of  position  of  maritime  powers  is 
necessary  to  full  restoration  of  commerce 
with  Europe. 

United  States  have  redressed  every  complaint 
made  by  foreign  governments,  and  only 
complain  because  neutrality  encouraging 
to  rebellion  has  not  been  repealed. 

Becognition  by  maritime  powers  of  internal 
enemy  as  belligerent,  illicit  British  trade 
and  sympathies  of  Europe  counteract 
efforts  of  Uuited  States  to  terminate  war. 

Discussion  of  reception  of  insurgent  emissa- 
ries by  French  government  witn  Mr.  Thou- 
venel. 

Political  interests  of  European  states  are 
modifying  agreement  between  England 
and  France  to  act  in  accord  upon  questions 
issuing  from  American  insurrection. 

Bemonstrance  against  the  British  govern- 
ment permitting  hostile  expeditions  to  be 
fitted  out  in  her  ports. 

In  regard  to  the  iutimation  in  the  communi- 
cation from  Earl  Russell  of  the  belief  that 
the  'United  States  are  more  tolerant  of  real 
or  apparent  injury  from  France  than  from 
Great  Britain. 

Inclosing  speeches  made  in  the  Honse  of 
Lords  on  the  23d  instant  on  American 
affairs.    Tone  of  Lord  BusselFs  reply. 

Though  France  unnecessarily  recognized  in- 
«urgent  belligerency,  the  United  States 
appreciate  their  observance  of  neutrality. 

Beview  of  insurgent  situation;  the  encourage- 
ment it  has  received  from  maritime  powers 
of  Europe.  Action  of  England  in  regard 
to  cmisers ;  of  France  in  proposing  a  recog- 
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No. 


676 


Cir. 


729 


762 

771 
802 


680 


83d 
596 

843 
602 

861 
869 
950 


From  TFhom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Lord  Lyons. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


.do 


......  do 

......do 

.....  do 


1863. 

Ang.     4 
Aug.   10 

Aug.   12 


Oct.      5 


Nov.    17 


Nov.    30 

1864. 
Jan.      6 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 


Jan.    21 


Feb.     8. 


Feb. 

12 

Feb. 

13 

Feb. 

19 

Mar.     3 


Mar.    11 


May    18 


Subject. 


nition  of  insurgent  independence.    Conse- 
quences of  general  war. 
Case  of  the  General  Rusk 


Speculations  concerning  reasons  for  English 
animosity  against  United  States. 

In  view  of  military  success  of  Union  arms, 
the  quickest  way  for  foreign  maritime 
powers,  who  seet  -commercial  prosperity 
tlirough  restoration  of  peace  in  America, 
to  gain  that  end  is  to  withdraw  support 
from  insurgents,  and  leave  iMlJnstmeut  of 
insurrection  to  the  people  •f  the  United 
States. 

The  preparation  of  hostile  expeditions  in 
England  is  regarded  as  fhiit  of  neutral- 
ity proclamation.  The  United  States  re- 
fuse to  be  derogated  to  equality  with 
insurgents  by  any  act  of  British  govern- 
ment. 

Insurgent  plots  in  Canada  a  consequence  of 
neutrality  proclamation.  Proce^jdings  of 
the  insurgents  as  disturbers  of  the  public 
peace  at  home  and  abroad. 

Reasons  for  revoking  belligerent  rights  ac- 
corded to  the  insurgents. 

Case  of  Rappahannock.  Enlistment  of  pi- 
rates, and  equipment  of  ships  of  war  by 
.British  subjects  in  British  waters  press 
United  States  to  ask  if  Great  Britain  will 
put  an  end  to  such  intolerable  practices 
inconsistent  with  her  neutrality. 

Incloses  copy  of  communication  to  Lord 
Russell  in  regard  to  issue  by  insurgents  of 
naturalization  papers  to  aliens  on  board 
vessels  that  never  have  been  within  insur- 
gent jurisdiction. 

Commending  the  communication  to  Lord 
Russell  of  insurgent  naturalization  of 
aliens  at  sea. 

Incloses  Lord  RusselVs  note  in  regard  to 
Mallor>''s  report,  and  to  charge  that  Brit- 
ish dominion  is  base  for  insurgent  opera 
tions. 

The  interest  of  Great  Britain  is  to  be  found 
in  change  of  policy  toAvards  United  States. 

Inclosing  Mr.  Adams's  not'C  to  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  extraordinary  facilities  insur- 
gents derive  from  British  neutrality. 

Regrets  that  Lord  Russell  still  thiuKs  that 
necessity  exists  for  regarding  insurgents 
as  belligerents. 

Thinks  that  Fi-ance  and  England  would  re- 
cede rather  than  go  further  in  the  line  of 
favor  to  the  insurgents. 

Satisfaction  with  the  vindication  in  Parlia- 
ment of  the  procec<lings  in  the  case  of  the 
Tuscaloosa,  instituted  to  preserve  British 
neutrality. 


4> 


268 
268 


269 


270 


270 


271 


273 


/ 


273 


275 
275 

276 
277 

278 
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278 


BECOGNITIOK   OF  BEBEL  BELUGEBENCT. 


XXXI 


DEMAND  FOB  BEVOCATION  OF  BEBEL  BELLIGEBENCY— Continued. 


No. 


1068 


823 


1201 


896 


1S96 


1302 
910 


1336 


1337 


115 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


917 


927 


1394 


952 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Earl   Baasell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
8eward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. . 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Sewiud. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams, 


do 

Bir.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Potter. 


Date. 


1864. 
Aug.    15 

Nov.   26 


Dec.      1 


I>6c.    26 


Notice. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do 


Mr.  Hunterto  Mr. 
Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Hnnter. 


1865.   • 
Mar.     2 


Mar.    10 


Mar.    13 
Mar.   30 


Apr.      4 
April    4 

Mar.    21 

April    4 
April    7 

April  13 

May     5 
May    11 


Snhject. 


Increase  of  emigration  is  dependent  npon 
recognition  of  insurgent  belligerency  by 
European  states. 

Beriews  the  demand  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  British  government  for  a  relin- 
quishment of  their  belligerent  recognition 
of  the  insurgents,  and  uie  reasons  lor  not 
acceding  to  it. 

Incloses  tne  London  Times  containing  Lord 
Bussell's  letter  to  the  three  rebel  commis- 
sioners, announcing  determination  of  Brit- 
ish government  to  maintain  its  neutrality. 

Has  received  Lord  BusselPs  letter  to  rebel 
emissarieSi  and  says  if  British  govern- 
ment were  less  just,  United  States  would 
raise  question  upon  the  extraordinary  com- 
munication. 

Appointment  of  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  as  min- 
ister to  United  States,  and  indications  of 
British  polity  to  be  drawn  therefrom. 

Apprehension  prevailing  in  Great  Britain 
that  the  close  of  insurrection  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  inauguration  of  war  upon  Eng- 
land through  Canada. 

Case  of  the  Stonewall 

Will  urge  upon  Lord  Russell  the  necessity 
of  withdrawing  British  recognition  of  in- 
surgent belligerency.  Besum^  of  public 
opinion  in  England  on  Canadian  affairs. . 

Conciliatory  tone  is  preserved  by  United 
States,  but  alienation  is  encouraged  by 
continued  recognition  of  insurgents  as 
belligerents. 

Incloses  Mr.  Burnley's  note  informing  United 
States  of  discharge  of  St.  Albans  raiders, 
and  of  their  subsequent  arrest  on  charge 
of  violating  Queen's  neutrality. 

Can  go  no  rarther  in  way  of  conciliating 
Canada  until  there  is  some  show  of  reci- 
procity. 

Beward  offered  for  arrest  of  invaders  of  ter- 
ritory of  United  States. 

Will  communicate  to  British  government 
remonstrance  against  course  of  British 
government  in  continuing  to  recognize 
rebels  as  belligerents. 

Inclosies  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  Lord 
Bussell  in  regard  to  the  Sea  King,  and  re- 
monstrating against  continued  recognition 
of  insurgents  as  belligerents. 

In  view  of  military  news  the  withdrawal  of 
belligerent  rights  by  Great  Britain  is  ex- 
pect^. 

Incloses  Lord  BusselPs  note  of  May  4  in  re- 
gard to  reply  of  Mr.  Adams  to  application 
of  Portugal  in  1818,  for  redress,  quoted  as 
precedent  in  case  of  the  Sea  King.  Upon 
the  relinquishment  by  United  States  of 
right  to  search  Briti^  vessels,  depends 
action  of  British  government  in  regard  to 
insurgent  belligerency. 


I 


279 
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283 
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284 


286 
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287 

288 

288 

289 
289 

290 

293 
294 
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DEMAND  FOE  REVOCATION  OF  REBEL  BELUGERENCy-^Contmued. 


No. 


1401 


960 


963 


964 


975 


983 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 
Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Huntor. 


do 


Date. 


1865. 
May    15 


May    18 


May    25 


do 


Sir  F.  Brnce  to 
Earl  Russell. 


Earl  Russell    to 
Eaii  Cowley. 

Earl  Cowley   to 
Earl  Russell. 


Earl   Russell  to 
Sir  F.  Bruce. 


Earl  Russell    to 
Earl  Cowley. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 


May    25 


Sir  J.  Crampton 
to  Earl  Russell. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 


May    26 

May    30 
May    31 

June     2 


June     2 


June     2 


June     6 
June    8 


Subject. 


The  arrival  of  the  Stonewall  at  Nassau  in- 
duces President  to  press  upon  British  sov- 
emmeut  necessity  of  withdrawing  their 
recognition  of  rebel  beUigwency.  Iiicloses 
note  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

Incloses  London  Times  containing  ministe- 
rial replies  to  inquiries  concerning  with- 
drawal £com  "insurgents  of  belligerent 
rights. 

Restrictions  concerning  sojourn  of  national 
vessels  in  British  and  French  ports  have 
been  withdrawn ;  withdrawal  of  belliger- 
ent riffhts  depends  on  renunciation  by 
United  States  of  right  to  search  neutral 
vessels  at  sea.  Suggests  possession  by 
force  of  Galveston  and  Rio  Grande  to  pre- 
vent illicit  trade. 

Incloses  his  reply  of  20th  to  Lord  Russell's 
note  of  4th  instant.  The  precipitate  re- 
cognition of  insurgents  as  belligerents,  and 
the  flagrant  abuse  of  neutrality  by  the  in- 
surgents in  British  waters  without  satis- 
factory prevention  by  British  govern- 
ment, justify  United  States  in  claiming 
reparation. 

Incloses  proclamation  of  President  opening 
all  seaports  except  those  of  Texas.  Rea- 
sons for  expecting  early  removal  of  all  re- 
strictions upon  trade. 

Suggestions  as  to  an  arrangement  for  simulta- 
neous withdrawal  by  England  and  France 
of  belligerent  rights  accorded  to  insurgents. 

Mr.  Drouyu  de  Lhuys  suggests  the  addition 
to  the  arrangement  proposed  that  confed- 
erate vessels  may  be  disarmed  and  sold  in 
British  and  French  waters. 

Recognizes  the  termination  of  war  in  United 
States  and  withdraws  recognition  of  insur- 
gent belligerency  modiiied  by  regulations 
concemmg  disposition  of  insurgent  prop- 
erty in  British  waters. 

Any  insurgent  vessels  found  in  British  ports 
after  termination  of  war  properly  revert 
to  United  States,  but  all  counter  claims  to 
such  property  must  be  decided  in  courts 
of  law. 

Alarm  in  England  at  alleged  imperious  de- 
mand of  United  States  for  reparation  of 
damages  by  vessels  fitted  out  in  England. 
An  aluance  between  France  and  England 
against  United  States  is  su^ested  by  in- 
surgent emissaries  and  French  and  British 
sympathizers  wil^  rebellion. 

Incloses  royal  decree  of  Spain  abro^ting 
decree  of  17th  of  June,  1861,  by  which  in- 
surgents were  i*ecoguized  as  belligerents. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russeirs  note  to  lords 
commissioners  of  admiralty  of  2d  in- 
stant, announcing  withdrawal  of  belliger- 
ent rights  from  insurgents,  and  comments 
thereon. 


301 


303 


303 


303 


317 

318 
320 

320 


322 


323 


324 
325 
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xxxm 


PORT  REQULATIONS. 


Ko. 


1464 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


£ul  Cowley   to 
EarlRoBselL 

Earl  Rnmell    to 
Sir  F.  Brace* 


Sir   F.  Bmce  to 
EarlRimelL 


Date. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr. 

Adams. 
Earl  Rnasell    to 

Sir  F.  Bruce. 


1865. 
June  13 


June  16 


June  19 


Earl    Rnseell  to 
8ir  F.  Bruce. 


June  26 
July     1 


July     6 


Subject* 


Xncloses  extract  from  the  Moniteur  stating 
that  imperial  government  will  no  louget 
recognize  belligerents  in  North  America. 

Reduction  of  Galvesten  having  been  accom- 
plished by  United  States,  it  will  not  be  ne^ 
cessary  to  point  out  the  clause  in  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  which  threatens  cer> 
tain  onendcrs  as  pirates. 

Incloses  Mr.  Sewaro^s  reply  to  Lord  Russell's 
dispatich  of  the  2d  instant.  Mr.  Seward 
regrets  the  consultation  of  British  with 
French  government  before  recognizing 
restoration  of  peace  in  United  States :  thsSi 
the  twenty-four-hour  rule  is  still  in  force ; 
and  that  there  is  a  reservation  in  favor  of 
insurgent  vessels  of  war;  and  protests 
against  allowing  insurgent  vessels  to  leave 
British  ports.  The  United  States  regard 
the  right  of  search  as  having  come  to  an 
end. 

Incloses  President's  proclamation  rescinding 
blockade. 

Approves  the  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Ret- 
ribution, and  assents  to  the  position  that 
a  commissioned  ship  of  an  enemy  caunot| 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  be  re* 
lievedfrom  condemnation  in  a  prize  court 
of  the  other  belligerent,  by  sale  to  a  neutral. 

In  regard  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Seward 
to  tlie  apjmrent  concessions  to  the  itisur- 
genta  in  the  instrument  rescinding  bellig- 
erent rights. 


I 


327 


328 


328 


331 
331 


332 


PORT  REGULATIONS. 


Ord. 


84 


53 


Lord    I^ons    to 
Lord  Russell. 


Secretary  of  colo- 
nies to  gover- 
nor of  Canada. 

Loi-d  Russell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 

Messrs.  Yancey, 
Rostand  Mann 
to  Earl  Russell. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1861. 
May    11 


June  1 

June  1 

Aug.  14 

Sept.  10 


Oct.      4 


Is  informed  that  southern  congress  declared 
war  and  authorized  issue  of  letters  of 
marque.  Incloses  his  dispatch  to  Rear-* 
Adiuiral  Milne. 

Announcing  British  neutrality  and  interdic- 
tion of  prizes  in  British  ports. 

Incloses  note  to  lords  commissioners  of  ad- 
miralty in  regard  to  iofterdiction  of  prizes 
in  British  ports. 

Requesting  British  recognition  of  confeder- 
ate independence  ana  objecting  to  inter- 
diction of  their  prizes  in  British  ports. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  Mr.  Bernard,  of  Trini- 
dad, showing  connivance  of  island  author- 
ities with  insurgent  privateer  Sumter. 
Directs  that  the  British  government  be 
requested  to  prevent  simuar  occurrence 
in  future. 

Incloses  copies  of  two  notes  addressed  to 
Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  violation  of  neu- 
trality in  British  West  Indian  Islands. 


333 


334 


335 


335 


337 


338 
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BECOGMITION   OF  REBEL  BELLIGEBENCT. 
PORT  REGULATIONS-Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Dftte. 


Subject. 


I 


58 


112 


122 


93 


196 


137 


S75 


188 


198 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  S«ward   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Earl  Russell. 
Do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Earl   Rnssell   to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1861. 
Oct.     11 


Oct.  29 

Nov.  4 

Nov.  9 

Nov.  11 

Nov.  22 


Dec    2Q 


Mr.    Seward   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1862. 
Feb.    27 


Mar.   27 


Earl  Rnssell  to 
Loid  Lyons. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Feb.      1 


April  16 


i ■■  ^1 V •    fl^ft*^    •*■' 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


d«. 


June  23 


July    17 


July  31 


Incloses  Lord  Russell's  reply  in  regard  to 
allegations  that  British  neutrality  had 
been  violated  in  West  Indian  Islands. 

President  does  not  regard  Lord  Russell's  ex- 
planation of  affair  at  Trinidad  as  satis- 
factory, and  hopes  that  Great  Britain  will 
reconsider  quesdon  involved. 

In  regard  to  reception  of  insurgent  priva- 
teers in  English  and  Dutch  ports. 

Mr.  Seward  requests  Lord  Lyons  to  suggest  to 
British  government  the  adoption  of  the 
twenty-f(>ur-hour  rule  whicn  had  been 
adopted  by  all  other  powers  of  Europe. 

Great  Britain  is  only  government  which  ex- 
tends unlimited  hospitality  to  insurgent 
privateers,  and  requests  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  their  position. 

Asserts  that  Mr.  Seward  never  chooses  to 
understand  position  of  British  govern- 
ment. As  a  neutral  it  will  treat  insur- 
gent vessels  in  same  manner  as  vessels  of 
United  States. 

Lord  Russell  says  that  supplies  in  all  in- 
stances furnislied  insurgent  vessels  in  Brit- 
ish ports  came  from  iudividuals  and  not 
the  government.  The  time  of  stay  pre- 
scribed in  British  regulation  was  substan- 
tially the  same  as  that  in  foreign  ports. 

Requests  serious  consideration  by  Lord  Rus- 
sell of  the  preparation  in  British  waters 
of  a  fleet  of  piratical  ppvateers  to  depre- 
date upon  American  commerce. 

Incloses  copies  of  three  notes  received  by 
him  from  .Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
refusal  of  the  authorities  at  Nassau  to  per- 
mit United  States  vessel  of  war  Flambeau 
to  coal  at  that  port,  and  an  ext-eusion  of 
the  privilege  to  a  merchant  vessel  of  the 
insurgents. 

Incloses  copy  of  letter  addressed  to  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty  with  re- 
gard to  the  rules  to  preserve  strict  neu- 
trality of  England  aa  commanded  to  be 
observed  in  allports  in  British  jurisdiction. 

Approval  of  proceedings  of  the  governor  at 
Nassau  in  case  of  Flauibeau  oy   British 

fovernbient  is  considered  unfriendly  by 
resident.  Inconvenience  to  legitimate 
commerce  is  sufficient  reason  for  revision 
of  British  proclamation  of  neutralit}'. 

Removal  of  American  ship  of  war  Sa|;inaw 
from  Hong  Kong  may  be  communicated 
to  Earl  Russell  as  illustration  of  injurious 
operation  of  British  neutrality. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
the  exclusion  from  Hong  Kong  of  the 
United  States  vessel  Saginaw,  and  accom- 
panies it  with  copies  of  all  papers  in  case. 

Incloses  copies  of  additional  correspondence 
between  himself  and  Lord  Russell  in  re- 
gard to  Saginaw. 
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34 
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BECOONinON  OF  BEBEh  B£LLIO£BBNCT. 


PORT  BEGULATIONB—Continaed. 


No. 


3S4 


534 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Eaii   Rnasell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


611     Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
871     Mr.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


18G2. 
Aug.   14 


1863. 
Nov.   13 


Not.   88 


669 


721 


723 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do. 


1310 


do 


1864. 
Mar.    10 

Mar.    11 


April  22 
Jane  16 


Jane  17 


Mr.  Bnmley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do 


1350 


1404 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  F.W.Seward 
to  Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Hanter  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 


Sept.    9 
Sept  23 


1865. 
Mar.  20 


Subject. 


April  12 


May   16 
May    19 


As  he  never  expects  to  hear  of  insurgent 
vessels  in  Chinese  waters,  he  deems  exclu- 
sion of  American  vessels  unnecessary. 

As  the  British  and  French  government  have 
recognized  insurgents  as  belligerents,  the 
refusal  to  receive  their  vessels  would  in- 
volve neoesaity  of  refusing  to  receive 
those  of  United  States. 

Lord  Palmerston  says  that  England  would 
not  permit  interference  with  any  vessels 
withm  British  waters,  bilt  in  regard  to 
vessels  met  at  sea  the  British  government 
would  not  dispute  the  belligerent  right  of 
search. 

Incloses  debate  in  Parliament  in  regard  to 
rebel  operations  on  the  ocean. 

Bequests  reconsideration  by  British  govern- 
ment of  policy  which  permits  abuse  of 
neutrality  by  insurgent  emissaries  in  Brit- 
ish ports  and  provinces.  Cases  of  Tusca- 
loosa and  Chesapeake. 

Mr.  Borlingame  telegraphs  that  Chinese  gov- 
ernment has  forbidden  insurgent  cnusers 
to  enter  its  waters. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell  objecting  to 
the  entrance  of  United  States  vessel  of 
war  Tioga  in  colonial  ports,  and  commu- 
nicating a  copy  of  English  port  regula- 
tions and  of  his  reply  on  the  subject. 

Incloses  instructions  of  British  government 
to  governors  of  colonies  respecting  treat- 
ment of  prizes  in  British  waters,  and  state- 
ment of  number  and  tonnage  of  American 
vessels  sold  to  British  subjects  in  1863. 

Orders  in  council  regulating  anchorage  of 
vessels  of  war  of  United  States,  and  of 
insurgents  in  harbor  of  Halifax. 

Incloses  order  of  British  government  prohib- 
iting sale  or  dismantling  of  United  States 
or  insurgent  vessels  in  English  ports. 

Departure  of  Lord  Lyons  and  appointment 
of  Sir  Frederick  Bruce.  Though  spirit 
which  animates  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  is  friendly,  the  United  States  can- 
not defer  claiming  removal  of  European 
regulations  which  deny  safety  to  mercan- 
tile marine  upon  the  ocean  and  reciprocity 
for  our  navv  in  European  waters. 

Incloses  proclamations:  1.  Closing  certsin 
southern  ports  as  ports  of  entry.  2.  Open- 
ing Key  West  to  commerce.  3.  Refusing 
privileges  in  United  Statep  ports  to  those 
vessels  of  forei^  governments  which 
deny  similar  privileges  to  vessels  of  United 
States  in  their  ports. 

Incloses  President's  proclamation  in  regard 
to  insurgent  cruisers. 

Incloses  correspondence  between  Earl  Russell 
and  lord's  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 


i 


355 


355 


356 


357 
357 


359 


359 


364 


365 


366 


366 


367 


370 
370 
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Ko. 


973 


From  -whom  and 
to  whom. 


977 


Cir. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 


do. 


Data. 


Sniftjeot. 


• 

SP 

P4 


990 


Mr.    Seward   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Hmiter. 


1454 


1473 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 


1485 


1491 


do 


do 


375 


380 


1495 


1025 

1032 
1507 

1509 


Mr.  Hnnter  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Moran  to  Mr. 
Bewaid. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
SewaidL 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


..da. 


I  •  • « *  I 


1865.  in  regard  to  desired  reyocation  of  order  of 

January,  1868,  regulatinif  visits  of  United 
States  ships  of  war  to  British  ports. 
June     S     Has  communicated  to  Lord  Russell  procia-     371 
mation  of  President  of  May  10, 1H65,  in  re- 
gard to  the  reception  by  insargent  vessels 
of  hospitalities  in  foreign  ports,  and  has 
received  Lord  Rnsseirs  reply. 
Jane     2     LordRnssell  says  that  Great  Britain  does  not     373 
mean  to  be  impatient  about  restoration  of 
commerce  in  porta  that  United  States  had 
right  to  close,  and  that  insurgent  vessels 
now  upon  the  sea  would  not  be  admitted 
in  British  norts. 
June    7     Admiral  Qoldsborough  is  instructed  not  to     374 
enter  any  foreign  ]^ort  unless  necessary, 
where  belligerent  rights  are  extended  to 
rebels  and  naval  honors  withheld  from 
United  States  flag. 
June  15     Incloses  debate  in  House  of  Lords  cm  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  closing  ports  in  Texas. 
Thongn  United  States  ceases  to  carry  on 
war,  it  does  not  debar  itself  from  the  right 
toparsue  on  the  ocean  vessels  without  na^ 
tional  character. 
June  19     Incloses  eopy  of  correspondence  with  Sir 
Frederick  Bruce,  and  of  letter  to  Secretary 
of  Navy,  on  subject  of  withdrawal  of  con- 
cession of  belligerent  right-s  to  insurgents. 
July     3  I  Incloses  letter  of  Secretai^y  of  Navy  to  Rear- 
Admu«l  Goldsborongh  in  regard  to  effect 
upon  naval  iutercourse  of  the  withdrawal 
by  Great  Britain  of  concession  to  insur- 
gents of  belligerent  rights. 
July  95     Expresses  hope  that  Mr.  Adams  has  been 
guided  by  instruction  which  refers  to  dis- 
position to  be  made  of  a  certain  class  of 
vessels  fotind  in  British  ports. 
July   85     Incloses  eorrespondence  with  Sir  Frederick 
Bruce  in  regard  to  Earl  Russell's  exten- 
sion of  twenty-fonp-hour  rule  to  insurgent 
vessels  to  be  found  in  British  ports  upon 
termination  of  insurgent  belligerency. 
July   28     Disposition  of  the  Rappahannock  suggests     383 

that  England  adopt  the  course  of  Spain. 
July   96     Indoses    information    concerning   case    of    383 
United    States    vs.   Prioleau    m   British 
courts. 
Aug.     3     Inckxies  full  report  of  proceedings  in  court     384 
of  chancery  m  case  of  cotton  claimed  by 
United  States. 
Aug.   10     Has  instituted  proceedings  for  recovery  of    384 

insurgent  vessels  in  British  waters. 
Aug,   10     Views  of  United  States  as  to  their  rights  in     385 
the  ease  of  United  States  vs.  Prioleau,  the 
subject  of  interlocutory  decree  of  Yice- 
ChsnoeUor  Wood. 
Aug.   12     Secretary  of  Navy  instructs  Rear-Admiral     386 
Qoldsborou^,  as  Great  Britain  still  ad- 
heres to  tweBlfy-foer-hour  role,  to  avoid 
English  ports,  and  decline  to  exchange 
naval  couitealas  with  Bdtiah  veBaola  of 


381 


381 
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xxxyn 


PBOPOSITIONS  FOB  MEDIATION  AND  INTERVENTION- 


Ko. 

Fr           }  ]  and 
1  . 

Date. 

* 

Subject. 

i 

1865.    , 

1066 

Ifr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Oct. 

14 

Incloses  information  that  all  restrictions  on 
yeasels  of  war  of  United  States  are  re- 
moved in  British  porfiS,  and  that  Admiral 
Denman  has  been   requested  to  capture 
Shenandoah. 

386 

Sir  F.  Brace  to 

Got. 

30 

All  restrictive  measures  have  been  removed 

387 

Mr.  Seward. 

from    United  States   vessels   in    British 
waters. 

1572 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Oct. 

31 

As  Great  Britain  has  removed  all  restrictions 
upon  vessels  of  United  States  in  British 
waters,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  been 
requested  to  rescind  instructions  to  naval 
officers  to  discriminate  in  reg^ard  to  their 

388 

visits  in  British  ports. 

Mr.    Seward    to 

Oct. 

31 

Will  express  through  Mr.  Adams  satisfoction 

389 

Sir  F.  Brace. 

of  United  States  with  removal  of  restric- 

' 

tions  by  Great  Britain. 

PBOPOSITIONS  FOB  MEDIATION  AND  INTEBVENTION. 


333 

1 

5 


15 
16 

13 
26 

43 


46 

125 
136 


Mr.  Dallas  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.    l>ayton   to 

Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Adams. 
do 


Mr.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Dayton. 
do..^'. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do... 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

do 


1861. 
May     2 

May  17 
May   22 

June  8 
June  8 
June    8 

June  8 
July     6 

Sept.  14 


Sept  19 

Nov.   14 
Not.  30 


Postponement  of  Mr.  Gregory's  motion  in 
Houje  of  Commons  for  recognition  of 
southern  confederation. 

PcMtponement  of  Mr.  Gregory's  motion  nntil 
7tn  June. 

M.  Thouvenel  says  that  Emperor  felt  dis- 
posed to  tender  his  good  offices  to  United 
States. 

Incloses  debate  terminating  Mr.  Gregory's 
motion  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Foreign  intervention,  aid,  and  sympathy  for 
insurgents  can  only  protract  war. 

United  States  court  will  order  restitution  of 
part  of  cargo  of  Winifred,  owned  by  Brit- 
ish subjects. 

In  regard  to  tender  of  good  offices  by  Empe- 
ror. 

Gratification  with  the  disposition  of  insur- 
gent applicatiou  for  recognition  by  French 
government. 

Impression  of  insurgent  emissaries  that  a 
maintenance  of  their  struggle  for  three 
months  longer  will  be  rewarded  by  recog- 
nition. Active  preparations  for  sustaining 
defense. 

British  government  will  wait  development 
of  pending  military  preparations  before 
considering  recognition. 

Toleration  of  revolutionary  emissariea  in 
England  and  France. 

Incidents  permitted  by  British  policy  which 
have  tendency  to  bring  United  States  and 
England  into  collision.  England  has  be- 
oome  source  of  insurgent  supplies.  It  has 
improperly  communicated  with  rebel 
leaders  at  Bichmond,  and  insurgent  ves- 
sels reeeive  privileges  in  its  ports. 
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391 
391 

392 
392 
392 

393 
394 

395 


395 

396 
396 
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JXo, 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


157 


Bfr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


18a2. 
Jan.     2 


166 


106 


178 


112 


186 


191 
148 


do: 

Jan. 

23 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Jan. 

24 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Feb. 

4 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Feb. 

7 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Feb. 

17 

do 

Feb. 

19 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

April  25 

Lord    Lyons    to 
Earl  Russell. 

May 

16 

260 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


160 


176 


Bfr.    Dayton   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


May   28 


Jane  12 


Jane  20 


Incloses  dispatch  No.  97  to  Mr.  Dayton  in 

■  regard  to  expectation,  in  view  of  the  rigor- 
ous blockade,  of  demonstration  in  favor 
of  recognition  of  insurgents  in  England 
and  France.  Mr.  Dayton  is  requested  to 
assure  Mr.  Thouyenef  that  the  need  of  a 
blocka<le  will  not  continue  very  long. 

Will  await  the  threatened  deyelopment  of 
purpose  of  portion  of  British  people  to  in- 
duce their  government  to  aid  insurgents. 

The  manner  of  manufacturing  sympathy  in 
Europe  for  insurgents,  and  encouraging 
development  of  plans  for  interference  in 
American  affairs. 

Has  information  that  Parliament  and  Cham- 
bers are  to  be  pressed  into  discussions  de- 
signed to  induce  Great  Britain  and  France 
to  recognize  insurgents. 

Favorable  sentiment  shown  in  Queen's 
speech  to  Parliament,  and  in  debate,  to- 
ward United  States. 

Commnuicatiiig  details  showing  efficiency 
of  blockade,  and  tabular  statement  from 
Mr.  Shufeldt,  consul  general  at  Havana, 
showing  nationality  of  vessels  that  have 
run  through. 

Aspect  of  ailairs  which  caused  apprehension 
of  foreign  intervention  has  changed. 

Friendly  sentiment  toward  Unit^  States 
fluctuates  with  character  of  news  received. 
Suppressed  sympathy.  Applications  for 
recognition. 

Mr.  SewanVs  views  in  regard  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  blockade,  and  the  wishes  of  the 
United  States  in  reganl  to  the  cotton  sup- 
ply; he  places  no  confidence  in  report 
that  France  and  England  are  in  communi- 
cation for  purposes  of  intervening  in  Ameri- 
can affairs. 

The  statement  that  thirty  blockade  runners 
have  gathered  at  Nassau  to  await  the 
opening  of  ports  and  the  withdrawal  from 
the  ocean  of  pirates  depredating  on  Anieri- 
can  commerce  and  seeking  shelter  in 
British  ports,  induces  him,  under  direction 
of  President,  to  confer,  if  representatives 
abroad  shall  think  discreet,  with  friendly 
nations  upon  prospects  of  war  and  their 
future  course  in  regard  to  it.  Reasons  for 
such  a  course  showing  condition  of  insur- 
gent and  prospect  of  Union  cause. 

There  are  imnortant  mmocs  prevailing  that 
if  proffered  intervention  of  France  and 
England  should  be  rejected,  a  recognition 
will  follow,  to  be  snoceeded  by  active  inter- 
vention to  stop  the  war.  Inquiries  in  re- 
gard to  definition  of  contraband  as  applied 
to  open  ports. 

Has  given  to  Lord  Russell  substance  of  Mr. 
8oward'sNo.2liO.  Lord  Russell  attaches 
but  little  importance  to.  tender  of  Mr. 
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398 
399 

399 

400 
400 


403 
404 

404 


40S 


410 
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PROPOSITIONS  FOR  MEDUTION  AND  INTERVENTION— Continued. 


No. 


168 


178 


186 
166 


tai 


314 


178 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


1862. 


3Ir.    Seward    to     July     5 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Soward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.  AdauM  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do 


Mr.  Maaon  to  Earl 
RuMell. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Earl  Russell   to 
Mr.  Mason. 


Mr.  Mason  to  Earl 
RusHell. 

Do 

Earl    Russell  to 

Mr.  Mason. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

SewanL 


July     9 


July    10 


July    11 

July    17 
Jidy    17 


July   19 


July   24 


July  24 

July  24 

July  31 

July  31 


Mr.     Mason     to     Aug.     1 

Earl  Russell. 
Mr.    Seward    to    Aug.     2 

Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Earl    Russell  to 
Mr.  Alason. 

Mr.    Seward   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Aug.     2 

Aug.     2 
Aug.   13 


Subfect. 


Lindsay's  motion  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  recognition. 

Approves  submission  of  his  dispatch  No.  260 
to  Lord  Kussell.  Advocates  of  African 
slavery  aud  its  opponents  are  acting  in 
concert  to  precipitate  8er\''ile  war. 

Constant  advance  in  price  of  cotton  incites 
agitation  of  intervention  by  Emperor  in 
American  affairs.  Unfair  tone  of  journals 
under  control  of  French  government. 

Increased  activity  of  European  politicians 
with  a  view  to  provoke  InterA'^ention  in 
American  affairs,  is  an  inducement  to  ask 
foreign  governments  to  consider  position, 
iiiterestSi  and  purposes  and  character  of 
United  States.    Reviews  the  snbject. 

Will  report  new  ground  proposed  to  be  taken 
by  ministers  on  American  question  in  de- 
bate on  Mr.  Lindsay's  motion. 

Fate  of  Mr.  Lindsay's  motion  for  recognition 
of  insurgent  independence. 

Favorable  sentiment  of  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  proposed  medi- 
aitiou  by  England  in  American  affairs. 
Quotes  Lord  Palmerstoii's  statement  of 
views  of  British  government. 

Sympathy  in  Kngfand  with  proposals  for 
recognition,  and  expectation  of  hual  divis- 
ion of  United  States.  Success  of  propo- 
sals for  recognition  of  insurgent  independ- 
ence depends  upon  military  movements  in 
United  States. 

Is  of  the  opinion  that  any  proposal  to  United 
States  to  recocnize  southern  confederacy 
would  irritate  United  States,  and  proposal 
to  Confederate  States  to  return  to  tlie 
Union  would  irritate  the  confederates. 

Reiisons  for  recognizing  mdependence  of 
confederacy. 

Requests  an  interview 

Will  submit  draught  of  reply  to  Mr.  Mason's 
note  of  24th  to  cabinet.  Declines  interview. 

Insurgent  reports  of  willingness  of  France  to 
recognize  independence  of  confederacy, 
and  British  sentiment  in  relation  to  same 
subject. 

Reasons  for  recognition  of  conioderate  inde- 
pendence. 

Though  British  nation  desire  dismember- 
ment of  United  States,  it  is  not  believed 
that  any  practical  measure  of  recognition 
will  be  executed  by  British  government, 
and  reasons  therefor. 

States  that  the  report  that  England,  France, 
and  Russia  are  to  offer,  separately,  median 
tion  to  the  United  States,  conflicts  with 
information  from  other  quarters. 

Reasons  for  conclusion  that  the  time  has  not 
yet  arrived  to  recognize  independence  of 
confederacy. 

Disbelief  of  any  intention  on  the  part  of  France 
to  intervene  in  affairs  of  United  States. 
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412 


41i 


414 

414 

415 


416 


417 


417 

418 
418 

419 


419 
421 


424 

425. 
426 


XL 


BEOOONITION   OF  RBBBL   BELLiaEBENCT. 


PROPOSITIONS  FOR  MEDIATION  AND  INTERVENTION— Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Cir. 
208 


SIX 
189 
836 


338 


S29 


tSi 


368 


Mr.  Stuart  to 
Earl  RnsselL 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


Mr.  Dayton  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr,  Dayton. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


1862. 


Aug.  16 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  22 


Aug.  29 
Sept.  3 
Sept.    8 


Sept.    9 


Oct.      3 


Oct.      8 


Oct    10 


Subject. 


The  United  States,  for  forbearance  upon 
part  of  foreign  nations,  rely  upon  following 
reasons :  Ist,  that  the  United  States  wiU 
not  entertain  any  foreign  mediation  in 
domestic  affairs;  2d,  that  no  one  would 
predict  that  more  supplies  of  ffraiu,  gold, 
and  cotton  would  be  funiished  in  case  of 
war  with  foreign  nations  than  now;  3d, 
vigorous  and  successful  preparations  tor 
continuing  the  war  would  not  permit  such 
an  anticipation. 

Has  read  Lord  RusselVs  note  to  Mr.  Seward  in     427 
regard  to  British  opinion  of  progress  of  Var. 

Reasons  for  inadmissibility  of  foreign  inter-     427 
yention  in  affairs  of  United  States. 

In  regard  to  tbe  method  adopted  by  Lord  431 
Russell  to  notice  reasons  assigned  bv  Mr. 
Seward  in  No.  260  for  revocation  of  belli- 
gerent rights  and  change  of  policy  towards 
United  States.  It  is  reported  that  change 
was  under  consideratioui  but  failure  of 
attack  on  Richmond  caused  its  rejectioi\  in 
British  cabinet.  Incloses  Lord  Russell's 
note  to  Mr.  Stuart.. 

The  idea  of  intervention  loses  strength  in     433 
England. 

Improbability  of  interference  by  Emjieror    433 
in  affairs  of  United  States. 

Comments  upon  extraordinary  manner  Lord     434 
Russell  adopted  to  notice  appeal  contained 
in  instruction  No.  260,  in  regard  to  future 
course  of  foreign  nations  towards  United 
States. 

Incloses  No.  207  to  Mr.  Da3rton  in  regard  to  435 
conversation  in  which  Mr.  Seward  denies 
Mr.  Mercior's  affirmation  that  events  seem 
to  indicate  that  Union  must  be  divided 
into  two  confederacies.  Mutual  assurances 
concerning  acceptability  of  Mr.  Dayton  as 
medium  of  diplomatic  intercourse  with 
France.  Mr.  Seward  instructs  Mr.  Da.^'ton 
to  converse  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Mercier's  statements. 

Effect  of  victory  at  Antietam  upon  public 
sentiment  in  England.  Is  of  tbe  opinion 
that  sympathies  of  mi^iority  of  i>oorer 
classes  in  England  are  with  the  Union. 

Appreciates  Mr.  ThouveneVs  candor.  Mode- 
ration does  not  affect  sentiments  of  insur- 
gents who  are  bent  upon  reducing  the 
country  to  complete  chaos.  Undoubted 
capacity  of  United  States  to  conquer,  and 
evident  weakness  of  the  society  ot*  the 
Gulf  States. 

Mr.  Dayton's  conversation  with  Mr.  Thou-  440 
venel  indicates  harmony  in  despondency 
between  Mr.  Mercier  and  hlniself,  but  no 
unfriendliness.  Proposed  consideration  by 
French  government  of  American  question. 
Encouraging  prospect  for  United  St>ates. 
Neither  foreign  war  nor  failure  to  maintain 
the  Union  is  a|>prehended  by  United  States. 


438 


439 
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PEOPOBITIOK8  FOB  ICEDIATION  AND  IKTEBV£NnON--Contiiiaed. 


No. 


806 
372 


376 


848 


850 

389 

280 

382 


361 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Dayton   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  AdamA. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.  Adam*  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adama. 


do 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward   to 
Mr.Adiuns. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


>  m  mOO  •  %  .  ( 


Earl    Bnasell  to 
Earl  Cowley. 


Mr.    Dayton   to 
Mr.Sewaid. 


Data. 


1808. 
Oot.    14 


Oct.    18 


Oct.    81 
Oct.    80 


Oct    84 


Oct    88 


Not.     4 


Nov. 
Not. 


4 
6 


Not.   10 


Not.    13 


Not. 


Not. 


15 
13 


Not.   18 


Subject, 


Beeeption  of  President's  proclamation  abol- 
ishing slavery,  and  its  probable  effect  upon 
public  in  Europe. 

Desponding  situation  in  insurgent  States. 
Though  the  President  never  would  recog- 
nize relations  of  friendship  with  any  power 
which  shall  lend  its  aid  to  foreign  inter- 
vention, he  is  confident  that  they  now 
conld  not  endanger  the  Union. 

Incloses  copy  of  f<ulowing  dispatch  No.  837. 

Has  information  that  Great  Britain  and 
France  are  to  consider  question  of  recog- 
nition of  insurgents  as  sovereign  state. 
Beasona  for  considering  such  recognition 
unnecessary  and  unfriendly. 

Lord  Eussell  says  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  speech 
was  not  meant  to  indicate  any  change  in 
the  neutral  policy  England  had  adopted 
in  regard  to  American  war.  Mr.  Adams 
received  same  assurances  from  Bussian 
ambassador,  but  is  of  opinion  that  a  victory 
in  Virginia  can  alone  check  current  of 
public  sentiment. 

Incloses  extract  from  Globe  in  ref^ard  to 
departure  of  Lord  Lyons  for  America,  and 
the  probability  that  QO  interference  in 
American  affairs  will  be  attempted. 

Trusts  in  capacity  of  United  States  to  unde- 
ceive those  who  desire  a  collision  in  regard 
to  domestic  insurrection. 

Be  view  of  European  sentiment  concerning 
foreign  intervention  in  American  war. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  says  that  intention  of 
French  government  was  comprised  in  wish 
to  be  useful  if  acceptable  to  both  parties. 

Expresses  satisfaction  that  the  expectation 
of  the  insurgents,  incited  by  Gladstone's 
speech,  that  Great  Britain  would  jrive  them 
aid  has  proved  unfounded.  Beviews  situ- 
ation. 

Pablicationof  oorresjiondence  of  France  with 
England  and  Bussia,  proposing  interven- 
tion in  American  affairs,  and  speculations 
thereon. 

Decisive  answer  of  Lord  Bussell  in  reply  to 
French  note  tendering  good  offices  to 
United  States.    Bussian  reply. 

In  reply  to  the  statement  that  cinmmstan- 
oes  attending  prosecution  of  the  war  war- 
rant the  Emperor  of  the  French  in  believ- 
ing that  time  has  arrived  for  maritime 
powers  to  offer  their  good  offices  to  bel- 
ligerents in  America  for  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities, Lord  Bussell  says  that  there  is  no 
ground,  at  present,  to  hope  that  the  fed- 
eral government  would  accept  the  pro- 
posal snggested. 

Incloses  his  note  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
calling  attention  to  errors  in  regard  to 
Amenoan  military  situation  in  published 
eommimication  to  French  ambassadors  in 


It 


441 
441 


448 
448 


446 


448 

450 

450 
451 

458 


453 

454 
466 


457 
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No. 


S64 


231 


S61 


414 


263 


265 


416 


271 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Lord.  Lyons    to 
Earl  KusselL 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Lord    Lyons   to 
Earl  Russell. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Nov.   25 


Not.   28 


Nov.   28 


Nov.    30 


Nov.    30 


Deo.      2 


Dec.      5 


Deo.      8 


Deo.    11 


England  and  Russia,  inviting  intervention 
in  America. 

Informs  Lord  Rnssell  of  his  conviction  of  the 
uncertainty  of  the  Emperor's  disposition 
towards  United  States,  and  his  confidence 
in  the  policy  of  the  British  ministry  to  the 
extent  it  hstd  been  declared.  Lord  Rnssell 
refers  to  rnmors  conceruiDg  opinion  in 
the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed intervention  and  to  the  Emperor's 
reception  of  Mr.  Slidell. 

Incloses  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys'snote  of  Nov. 
23  in  regard  to  the  Emperor's  offer  of 
mediation,  and  determination  in  view  of 
its  failure  to  cease  from  a  further  pressure, 
but  France  will  be  always  willing,  either 
singly  or  in  concert  with  other  powers,  to 
aid  in  bringing  about  a  reconciliation 
between  belligerents  in  United  States. 

States  that  Mr.  Mercier  has  not  had  the  least 
warrant  from  authority  of  United  States 
for  representing  that  President  would 
entertain  any  proposition  in  regard  to  ac- 
tion of  United  States  in  its  domestic  affairs. 

Receipt  of  correspondence  in  regard  to 
French  invitation  to  intervene  in  Ameri- 
can affairs.  Unanimity  of  public  press  in 
Mpndiatiiig  foreign  intervention. 

In  regard  to  receipt  of  invitation  of  France 
to  European  maritime  powers  to  intervene 
in  American  affairs.  Incloses  No.  263  to 
Mr.  Dayton  or  sul^fect. 

Opinion  entertained  by  United  States  of  the 
Emperor's  invitation  to  England  and 
Ii^ance  to  offer  their  mediation  in  Ameri- 
can affairs.  Its  failure  removes  necessity 
for  discussing  propriety  or  necessity  of 
the  proceeding. 

Mr.  Seward  has  informed  him,  thongh  United 
States  is  not  called  upon  to  give  any  opin- 
ion on  subject  of  French  proposition  for 
mediation,  that  if  any  European  powers 
desire  to  offer  any  explanations  the  United 
States  will  respectfully  receive  them. 

As  course  of  President  in  regard  to  the  late 
French  proposition  has  been  indicated, 
necessity  for  a  review  of  Mr.  Daytoif  s  note 
to  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys  is  removed. 

Popular  Judgment  in  United  States  ascribes 
invitation  of  Emperor  to  England  and  Rus- 
*  sia,  to  mediate  in  American  affairs,  to  hos- 
tile and  aggressive  designs.  President, 
not  accepting  this  opinion,  deems  the  pro- 
ceeding based  upon  erroneous  assumption 
in  regard  t-o  mihtary  and  naval  condition 
of  United  States.  Determination  of  peo- 
ple and  Congress  to  hold  country  in  defense 
against  foreign  interventien  has  been  in- 
tensified. 

Exertions  of  insurgents  in  England  are  re- 
warded by  cotton  loan,  and  strong  polit- 
ical interest  in  their  favAr. 


I 


461 


402 


463 


464 


464 


464 


466 


466 


466 


467 
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No. 


246 


278 


283 
2S5 


465 

316 
297 


481 
302 


337 


277 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Earl   BuBsell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Lord   Lyons    to 
Earl  RuBsell. 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Dayton. 

Mr.  Dayton  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


M.  Droayn  de 
Lhnys  to  M. 
Mercier. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1863. 
Deo.    11 


Dec.    19 

Deo.    23 
Dec    29 


186:^ 
Jan.      7 


Jan.      9 
Jan.    15 


Jan.     9 


Feb.     2 

Feb.     6 
Feb.     6 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. ' 


Feb.    16 
Feb.    16 


Feb.    26 


Feb.    26 


Directs  Mr.  Dayton  to  communicate  satisfac-  468 
tiott  of  President  with  frank  explanation 
of  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Dayton's  note  upon  subject  of  tender  of 
good  offices  to  procure  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties in  America. 

Instructs  liim  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Sew-     469 
ard  that  distress  in  Lancashire  fur  cotton 
will  furnish  him  with  reasons  enough  for 
discussion  of  American  question  in  Europe. 

Reasons  for  communicating  to  Mr.  Drouyn     469 
de  Lhnys  statement  of  military  condition 
of  United  States,  without  instructions. 

Relations  between  United  States  and  France.  470 
Their  delicate  nature,  and  liability  to  in- 
terruption by  attempt  of  Fi'ance  to  dictate 
to  United  States,  grounded  on  supposed 
sympathy  of  certain  local  party  with 
France. 

Has  informed  Mr.  Seward,  in  reply  to  his  re-     470 
mark  that  European  powers  were  discuss- 
ing American  affairs  without  consulting 
United  States,  that  distress  in  Lancashire 
was  reason  enough  for  the  discussion. 

Approving  Mr.  Dayton's  note  to  Mr.  Drouyn     471 
de  Lhnys  of  November  16,  1862. 

Mr.  Drouyii  de  Lhnys  will  direct  Mr.  Mercier     471 
to  suggest  to  United  States  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  treat  with  South  for 
Union  and  peace.    Statement  of  terms  of 
proposition. 

Seasons  for  suggesting  informal  conference     471 
with  authorities  that  represent  the  South 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  peace,  and 
directing  that  such  prpposition  be  made  to 
Unitckl  States. 

Public  concern  in  regard  to  supposed  benev-     473 
olent  idea  of  French  mediation  in  Ameri- 
oan  affairs. 

Inclosing  Queen's  speech  on  opening  of  Par-     474 
liameut. 

Mr.  Mercier  has  communicated  Mr.  Drouyn     474 
de  Lhuys's  suggestion  that  United  States 
shall  hold  informal  conferences  with  au- 
thorities that  represent  the  South.    Presi- 
dent's reasons  for  disapproving  the  plan. 

Incloses  copy  of  instruction  No.  302  to  Mr.  1  478 
Dayton. 

Has  no  doubt  that  French  tender  of  good     478 
offices  was  the  fruit  of  disloyal  communi- 
cations from  United  States.    Indications 
of  increased  health  in  public  sentiment 
promises  strength  to  the  government. 

Effect  upon  public  opinion  ui  England  of  a  479 
reported  misunderstanding  between  Mr. 
Mercier  and  Mr.  Seward.  Military  success 
of  United  States  would  remove  all  iiisur- 
gent  sympathy,  except  that  found  in  inte- 
rested* commercial  circles. 

Has  oonimnnicated  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys     479 
negative  answer  of  United  States  to  pro- 
posal of  French  government  for  informal 
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No. 


292 

356 
647 


627 

438 


439 


441 


323 


446 


647 

368 


448 

649 

369 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Date. 


f 


do 


do 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


1863. 
Mar.   27 

Mar.   27 
April  lU 


Jane  15 
Jane  26 


June  26 


July     1 


July     2 


July     3 


July 
July 


9 

8 


July     9 


July   10 


July   10 


Subject. 


conferences  between  United  States  and 
southern  authorities. 

Has  communicated  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
concurrent  resolutions  of  Congress  con- 
cerning foreign  intervention  in  the  exist- 
ing rebellion. 

Has  communicated  to  Lord  Russell  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  in  regard  to  foreign 
intervention. 

In  regard  to  satisfactory  termination  of  re- 
sults of  improper  advice  given  by  citizens 
of  United  States  to  foreign  powers  in  re- 
gard to  propriety  of  foreign  mediation. 

Consequences  of  forei^  intervention 

Motion  of  Mr.  Roebuck  assigned  for  30th  in- 
stant in  House  of  Commons.  Conference 
of  Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Roebuck  with 
Emperor  at  Paris. 

Baron  Gros  has  said  that  Emperor  will  re- 
new proposition  for  recognition  to  British 
government,  and  if  declined,  will  proceed 
alone. 

Incloses  debate  in  House  of  Commons  on 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Roebuck  and  the  im- 
plication of  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  says  that  Emperor  did 
not  authorize  Mr.  Roebuck's  statement  in 
House  of  Commons  concerning  willingness 
of  France  to  recognize  insurgents,  and  that 
no  official  communication  upon  the  sub- 
ject had  passed  between  the  EngUsh  and 
French  governments. 

Effect  of  Mr.  Roebuck's  statement  iinon  his 
P|olitical  standing.  The  gprowing  aisposi- 
tion  in  Great  Britain  to  take  action  in  favor 
of  rebels  is  stimulated  by  insurgent  emissa- 
ries. It  can  only  be  counteracted  by  suc- 
cess of  Union  arms. 

Incloses  copy  of  368  to  Mr.  Dayton 


Renewal  of  proposition  for  moral  action  of 
Europeau  governments  in  domestic  affairs 
of  United  States  may  be  traced  to  insur- 

§ent  emissaries.  If  such  prove  true,  United 
tates  will  regard  action  of  France  as  un- 
friendly. Recent  military  successes  of 
Union  arms  may  indnce  Emperor  to  return 
to  policy  of  neutrality  and  non-interven- 
tion. Directions  for  proceeding  in  case 
Emperor  shall  violate  sovereignty  of 
United  States. 

Assignment  of  Monday  for  continuance  of 
discussion  upon  Mr.  Roebuck's  motion. 
Unfriendly  opinion  and  sympathy  in  offi- 
cial circles  concerning  American  affairs. 

Inclosing  instruction  to  Mr.  Dayton  in  regard 
to  French  intervention  in  American  oivU 
war. 

In  regard  to  the  remarks  of  Baron  Gros, 
French  embassador  in  London,  as  to  the 
Emperor's  intention  to  interfere  in  domes- 
tic affairs  of  United  States.  Mr.  Dayton 
is  requested  to  ask  for  a  stiktement  of 
Emperor's  policy. 


480 

480 

481 


481 
482 


482 

483 
483 


484 


485 

485 


486 


487 


488 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


650 
321 


lir.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.    Dayton    to 

Mr.  Seward. 


Date. 


1863. 
July    11 

Jane  26 


370 
452 
374 


656 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Dayton. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adania. 


329  i  Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


333 

676 
334 

4S3 

380 


do 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adama. 

Mr.  Dayton  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adamii  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 


Aug.     5 


Ang.   10 
Aug.   20 


Ang.   27 


July    29 


487  f  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhnys  to  Mr. 
Mercier. 


Sept.    3 


Sept.  15 


733 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Oct.      9 


Subject. 


I 


July 

11 

July 

16 

July 

17 

July 

18 

July 

30 

490 
491 
491 


I 


Incloses  Mr.  Dayton's  dispatch  relative  to     439 

recoguition  of  insurgents. 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  assurances  concern-     439 
Ing  intentions  of  Emperor.     Importance 
of  Mexican  questiou  and  impossibility  of 
accepting  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  state- 
ments as  final  concerning  policy  of  Empe- 
ror towards  United  States.    Incloses  Mr. 
Reuauid's   communication  in  La  France 
ooneerning  visit  of  Mr.  Slidell  to  Emperor 
and  the  Roebuck  motion  for  recognition. 
Receives    information    removing    anxieties 

concerning  foreign  intervention. 
Incloses  debate  on  Mr.  Roebnck's  motion  in 

Parliament. 
In  regard  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  observa- 
tious  concerning  reported  conversation  be- 
tween the  £mx)eror  and  Messrs.  Roebuck 
and  Lindsay.  Incloses  published  correction 
of  the  report  that  British  government  had 
violated  confidence  in  regard  to  French 
proposition  for  mediation. 
Defers  consideration  of  Roebuck    motion     492 
until  the  answer  of  Great  Britain  is  made 
to  Mr.  Roebuck's  proposition. 
Coiiimimicates  result  of  conversation  with     493 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  in  regard  to  Baron 
Gros's  statement,  and  to  policy  of  Emperor 
upon  subject  of  intervention  in  American 
affairs. 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  is  not  aware  that  Brit-     494 
ish  government  have  betrayed  confidence 
in  the  manner  indicated  by  Mr.  Roebuck. 
Has  received  Mr.  Seward's  correction. 
Animosity  against  United  States  in  England,     495 

and  its  probable  consequences. 
Conversation  with  Mr.  Drou^ii  de  Lhuys  in     495 
regard  to  the  Roebuck-Lindsay  conference 
with  the  Emperor. 
Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  covering  dis-     497 
patch  to  Mr.  Dayton  in  regard  to  the  im- 
propriety at  the  ])resent  juncture  of  affairs 
of  extending  aid  to  the  rebels. 
Comments  upon  the  Emperor's  views  of  civil     497 
war  in  United  States  as  expressed  in  the 
explanatory  statement,  published  in  the 
Mouiteilr,  of  the  conversation  with  Messrs. 
Roebuck  and  Lindsay. 
Incloses  Lord  Russell's  reply  to  Mr.  Adams  in     49$ 
regard  to  improprict}'^  at  present  time  of 
permitting  encouragement  of  civil  war  in 
America. 
Relates  substance  of  conversation  with  Mr.     499 
Dayton,  in  which  he  states  that  lYance  had 
not  recognized  the  South,  nor  signed  with 
it  any  treaty  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
and  Texas ;  and  that  France  neither  sought 
for  herself,  nor  for  any  other  power,  acces- 
sions in  America. 
Influence  of  insurgent  intrigues  upon  sta-     599 
bility  of  European  policies  in  regard  to 
United  States^ 
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No. 


816 


823 

853 

705 

725 

1012 


486 

592 

744 
751 


1049 


753 
1058 

621 
1063 

1S45 


From  -whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Sabject. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 

do 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams.   . 


Mr.    Dayton   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  ^^Ir. 

Seward. 
Mr.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Dayton. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 


1664. 
Jan.    15 


Feb.      1 

Feb.  24 
June  2 
June  23 
June  27 

June  10 

June  27 

July  14 
July  21 


July   28 


July  28 
Aug.     1 

Jul: 

Aug.     8 


1865. 
Jan.  23 


Declaration  that  war  in  America  and  peace  in 
Europe  are  guarantees  of  British  security, 
and  that  close  of  war  will  be  tbllowed  by 
preposterous  demands  by  United  States 
upon  Great  Britain.  British  policy  has 
fostered  insurgent  intrigue,  and  that 
change  of  policy  is  necessary  to  prevent 
alienation  and  insure  success  of  President's 
views. 

United  States  cannot  now  accept  interven- 
tioD  on  part  of  Great  Britain  to  obtain  con- 
cessions for  insurgents. 

In  regard  to  the  Queen's  speech  and  the  de- 
bate thereon. 

Management  of  Mr.  Lindsay's  motion  for 
recognition. 

Disposition  of  Mr.  Lindsay's  motion  for  rec- 
ognition. 

Transmitting  correspondence  with  Mr.  Day- 
ton relative  to  renewed  effort  between  Eng- 
land and  France  to  restore  peace  in  United 
States. 

Belative  to  suggestions  for  another  effort 
between  England  and  France  to  restore 
peace  in  United  States. 

Does  not  credit  reports  of  a  renewed  effort 
by  England  and  France  to  restore  peace  in 
United  States. 

Intention  of  Mr.  Lindsay  to  resuscitate  in  the 
Commons  his  motion  for  recognition. 

Condition  of  public  sentiment  in  England 
concerning  American  affairs,  and  elaborate 
movement  to  concentrate  opinion  in  favor 
of  intervention  in  civil  war.  Fate  of  in- 
surgent intrigues  in  England. 

Comments  upbn  parliamentary  debate  on 
resolution  for  mmisterial  censure  so  far  as 
it  bears  upon  the  situation  in  the  United 
States.  Contrasts  the  conduct  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  with  that  of  the  United 
States  dnriuf^  the  war. 

Fate  of  Mr.  Lindsay's  resuscitated  motion. 
Incloses  debate  on  the  subjects 

Incloses  copy  of  instniction  to  Mr.  Dayton 
relative  to  report  of  new  design  of  Em- 
peror to  propose  mediation  in  civil  war.^ 

Foreign  mediation  in  affairs  of  United  States 
cannot  be  admitted. 

Acknowledges  history  of  efforts  of  insnrgent^' 
to  procure  from  England  recognition  of 
their  confederacy. 

Insurgents'  hope  of  recognition  based  upon 
idea  that  rebels  in  late  presidential  elt'ction 
were  prevented  exercise  of  suffrage,  there- 
fore tne  next  administration  will  not  be 
de  jure  government  over  the  States  which 
by  treaty  of  peace  1783  were  acknowledf^ed 
free,  inc\epeudent  States.  Incloses  article 
from  Bichmond  Sentinel. 


I 

501 


503 

503 
504 
504 
504 

505 

505 

506 
506 


507 


509 
510 

510 
510 

511 
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GENERAL  SUBJECT  OF  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


30 


53 
35 
85 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Adams. 


86 


do 


89 
91 

53 


136 


.do 
.do 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


105 


109 


182 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


184 


......  do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Date. 

1861. 
Jane  28 

Aug. 

1 

Aug. 

30 

Sept. 

10 

Sept 

11 

Sept 

14 

Sept. 

25 

Oct 

4 

Nov. 

30 

1662. 
Jan.    24 

Jan. 

27 

Feb. 

13 

Feb. 

14 

Feb. 

21 

Object 


Inclosing  advertisements  which  indicate  de- 
liberate parpose  to  disreganl  blockade,* 
and  requesting  that  complaint  may  be 
made  if  there  is  any  infringement  of  Brit- 
ish neutrality  act 

J.  D.  Bollock's  contract  in  Europe  for  ten 
iron  steamers. 

British  government  has  disclaimed  power  to 
prevent  departure  of  Bermuda. 

If  British  (^ovemuieut  has  power  to  prevent 
exportation  of  contraband,  request  that 
colonial  authorities  may  prevent  Mr.  Ad- 
derly,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  from 
carrying  out  contract  for  shipment  of  arms 
to  insurgents. 

Inefficiency  of  British  law  to  prevent  expor- 
tation of  contraband  to  insurgents  will 
oblige  United  States  to  exercise  vigilance 
in  detecting  unlawful  character  of  British 
vessels  approaching  blockaded  coast. 

Information  of  designs  of  insurgent  emissa- 
ries in  Great  Britain  enables  authorities 
here  to  practice  vigilance. 

Rapid  increase  of  naval  force  will  permit 
vigorous  demonstrations  on  coast,  Avhich 
are  expected  to  defeat  the  enterprises  of 
the  insurgents. 

Incloses  copies  of  two  notes  to  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  violation  of  British  neutrality 
in  West  India  Islands.  Consignment  to 
Mr.  Adderly,  by  insurgent  order,  arms  and 
powder  for  confederacy. 

Hospitalities  extended  to  insurgent  vessels  in 
Britisli  ports  which  do  not  interfere  with 
Qneen's  proclamation  of  neu  trinity,  but 
which  are  denied  by  every  other  civilized 
State. 

Revocation  of  orders  prohibiting  exportation 
of  arms  and  ammunition  of  war.  Refuge 
of  insurgent  privateers  in  British  ports. 

Conversation  with  Mr.  Thonvenel  in  regard 
to  the  settlement  of  the  rights  of  neutrals 
on  a  liberal  basis,  and  the  continuance  of 
the  blockade  on  the  southern  coast. 

British  reasons  for  British  of  neutrality  and 
attitude  of  British  courts  in  permitting 
the  Bermuda  to  be  fitted  out  with  arms 
and  munitions  to  be  employed  by  insurg- 
ents in  their  attempts  to  overthrow  United 
States. 

Incloses  communication  from  United  States 
consul  general  at  Havana  in  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  master  of  the  English 
steamer  General  Miramon. 

Opinion  of  the  President  in  regard  to  the 
difference  of  Lord  Russell  from  some  of  the 
oonclnsioiis  presented  in  the  note  of  the 
26th  of  December  upon  the  Trent  affair. 


517 


517 
518 
518 


519 


519 
519 

520 


521 


521 
522 

523 


524 


524 
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EKFOSCEMENT    OF  NEUTRALITY. 


GENERAL  SUBJECT  OF  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY— Continued. 


No. 


131 


135 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


140 


SS5 


238 


164 


do 


Date. 


Subject. 


1862. 
Mar.    13 


Mar.   27 


do. 


April    3 


Mr.    Seward    to     April    4 
J^lr.  Adauu. 


do. 


266 

187 
323 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


April  26 


May    22 


336 


340 


Mr.    Stuart     to 
Earl  Russell. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
^Ir.  Adams. 


do. 


June    2 


July   17 


Aug.   13 


Aug.   16 
Sept.    8 

Sept.  13 


Incloses  his  not«  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  the  master  of  the  General 
Miramon,  and  showing  that  outside  rebel 
lines  nearly  all  the  active  sympathy  and 
assistance  came  from  subjects  of  Great 
Britain.  Lord  Russell's  reply  is  also  in- 
closed. 

In  regard  to  the  activity  of  British  subjects 
to  set  aside  the  blockade,  and  arming  ves- 
sels to  engage  in  insurgent  service.  Does  not 
consider  it  a  proper  time  for  a  pressure  for 
retraction  of  proclamation  according  bel- 
ligerent rights  to  insurgents.  Incloses 
copy  of  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
the  preparation  of  the  Oreto  for  the  insur- 
gent service,  and  to  British  encourage- 
ment of  their  cause. 

Still  adheres  to  opinion  that  proper  time  for 
application  for  revocation  of  proclamation 
according  belligerent  rights  to  insurgents 
has  not  arrived.  Incloses  Lord  RusselPs 
note  on  the  gunboat  Oreto,  and  the  agency 
of  British  sabject«  in  supplying  aid  to  the 
rebels. 

In  regard  to  the  fitting  out  of  vessels  of  war 
in  England  for  service  of  insurgents.  Re- 
port tnat  Captain  Bullock  will  bring  two 
iron-clads  from  England  for  insurgent  ser- 
vice. 

Regrets  that  British  government  will  not 
arrest  proceedings  of  pai'ties  engaged  in 
supplying  insurgents  with  material  of 
war. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  in  reply  to  his 
application  for  revocation  of  proclamation 
according  belligerent  rights  to  insurgents, 
and  relates  substance  of  subsequent  inter- 
view on  same  subject. 

The  revelation  of  insurgent  military  condi- 
tion, and  of  their  abuse  of  European  neu- 
trality, afforded  by  the  appended  report  of 
Caleb  Huse. 

Inclosing  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  I'egard  to  United  States  vessel  Tusca- 
rora,  lying  in  Southamp  !^ou  for  repairs. 

Approves  action  in  case  of  Oreto,  and  in  re- 
gard to  perversion  of  neutralprivileges  of 
Island  01  Nassau.    Without  English  sym- 

Eathy  insurrection  would  die.  British 
ostiiity  towards  United  States  can  only 
be  accounted  for  on  ground  of  unnecessary 
jealousy. 

Has  received  from  Mr.  Seward  assurance  that 
the  issue  of  letters  of  marque  is  for  the 
present  suspended. 

Rumors  in  regard  to  the  preparation  of  a 
navy  f4>r  insurgents  in  British  waters.  Con- 
struction of  navy  in  the  United  States  to 
counteract  its  influence. 

Incloses  intercepted  letter  addressed  by  S.R. 
Mallory,  confederate  secretary  of  navy,  to 
James  H.  North,  in  regard  to  Oreto,  Ala- 


I 


525 


529 


532 


533 


534 


535 


537 

540 
541 


542 
542 

543 
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GENERAL  SUBJECT  OF  ENFOBCEMENT  OF  NEUTRjiUTY— Contlnned. 


Ko. 


937 


242 


S44 


378 
427 


435 
464 


402 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Hr.  AdamBto  Kr. 
fieward. 


do 


do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  AdaiDA. 

do 


do 


do 


>••««•  «aV    •   «  « 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


505 


Earl  Eiusell  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adama. 


Date. 


1862. 


Oct.    10 


Oct.     16 


Oct.    23 


Oct.    25 


Dec.    15 


Dec.    29 

1863. 
Jan.    19 


Jan.    30 


Feb.    13 


Feb.    12 


Mar.     9 


Subject. 


bamik  and  the  Florida,  fitted  ont  in  Eng- 
.  land  tor  the  insori^ents.  Bequests  its  com- 
munication to  Lord  Bussell. 

Mr.  Gladstone's  betrayal  oi  his  consciousness 
of  the  existence  of  plan  for  preparation  of 
insurgent  navy  in  England.  Importance 
of  tne  acknowledgment  in  connection 
with  the  position  of  Great  Britain. 

There  is  no  disposition  in  England  to  apply 
powers  of  government  to  inveetieation  of 
circumstances  complained  of  in  relation  to 
the  vessel  290. 

Lidoses  Lord  Bussell's  note  of  October  16th 
admitting  that  though  foreign  enlistment 
act  or  anjjT  other  act  can  be  evaded  by  sub- 
tle contrivances,  the  English  government 
cannot  go  bevond  letter  of  existing  law. 

Approves  Mr.  Adams's  protest  addressed  to 
jLord  Bussell  on  subject  of  fitting  Out  in- 
surgent VBSsels  in  British  ports. 

Licloses  copy  of  official  correspondence  rela- 
tive to  bark  Maury,  yessel  supposed  by 
Mr.  Crampton  to  be  intended  to  cruise 
against  British  commerce  during  Crimean 
war. 

Beasons  for  continued  ill  feeling  in  America 
against  Great  Britain. 

Indoses  copies  of  intercepted  treasonable 
correspondence  of  insurgents  at  Biohmond 
with  tlieir  agents  abroad  in  regard  to  in- 
surgent naval  preparations  in  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  exhioiting  condition  of  their 
affairs  and  intrigues  in  Europe. 

Incloses  communication  from  Secretary  of 
Navy  in  regard  to  transmission  by  British 
and  Spanish  vessels  of  war  of  insurgent 
f:old  through  blockaded  ports  of  Souui  to 
insurgent  emissaries  in  England. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  RusseU  transmitting 
intercepted  correspondence  between  in- 
surgent officials  in  the  United  States  and 
insurgent  emissaries  in  Europe  in  regard 
to  utilization  of  English  neutrality;  to 
arrangements  for  establishing  the  credit 
of  the  confederacy  by  the  negotiation  in 
English  market  of  a  loan  to  he  paid  by 
cotton  consigned  to  commercial  house  in 
Enslaud  and  run  through  the  blockade, 
ana  to  incipient  intrigue  fostered  by 
France  for  the  establishment  of  Texan  in- 
dependence. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  intercepted  corres- 
pondence of  confederate  State,  Treasury, 
and  Navy  departments,  communicated  by 
Mr.  Adams. 

The  destruction  of  the  Jacob  Bell  by  the 
Florida  is  re^^arded  as  indicating  ruin  of 
national  navigation,  unless  it  can  be  pre- 
vented either  by  enforcement  of  British 
neutrality  or  by  the  employment  of  force 
under  commisuon  of  marque  and  reprisal. 


543 


544 


544 


\ 


545 
545 


546 
546 


561 


562 


576 


576 
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ENFORCEHENT  OF  NEUTEALITY. 
GENERAL  SUBJECT  OP  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY— Continued. 


No. 


349 


352 


356 


359 
538 


540 


297 


369 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do. 


.do.. 


Earl  Rofissell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Adams. 


do. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Date. 


1863. 
Mar.   13 


Mar.   19 


Mar.   27 


Mar.   27 


Mar.  28 
April    2 


April    7 


April    9 


April    9 


Subject. 


Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell,  statins  that 
the  British  government  do  not  find  any 
sufficient  evidence  in  intercepted  insurgent 
correspondence  submitted,  of  system  of 
action  in  direct  hostility  to  United  States 
on  part  of  English  subjects. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
the  allegation  that  the  evidence  contained 
in  intercepted  correspondence  is  incom- 
plete as  to  active  hostility,  of  British  sub- 
jects towaids  United  States.  Refers  to  the 
unfriendly  interpretation  to  be  placed  upon 
the  presence  of  an  established  agent  in 
Great  Britain  for  the  construction  of  six 
iron-clad  steamers,  to  be  used  in  warring 
upon  United  States,  and  presence  of  finan- 
cial agent  to  negotiate  loans  to  sustain 
credit  of  insurgents. 

Conversation  with  Earl  Russell  in  regard  to 
disposition  and  ability  of  the  Britisn  gov- 
ernment to  prevent  insurgents  from  using 
English  territory  as  base  for  development 
of  their  plots.  Lord  Russell  regrets  the 
departure  of  the  two  privateers  firom 
British  waters  as  a  misfortune  rather  than 
a  fault.  Mr..  Adams  has  communicated 
resolutions  of  Congress  in  regard  to  inter- 
vention, and  suggests  the  prosecution  of 
the  parties  in  Liverpool  known  to  have 
been  connected  with  outfit  of  gunboats. 

In  regard  to  conversation  with  Mr.  Adams 
upon  the  departure  of  the  Oreto  and  Ala- 
bama from  British  ports,  and  the  general 
subject  of  alleged  insurgent  violation  of 
British  neutrality. 

Debate  in  House  of  Commons  in  regard  to 
American  afiairs. 

President  regrets  that  British  government 
declines  to  interfere  to  arrest  proceedings 
of  British  subjects  who  are  violating 
Queen's  neutrality  within  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain.  Instructs 
Mr.  Adams  to  enforce  enlistment  laws 
through  courts. 

Uneasiness  in  United  States  arising  through 
toleration  of  hostile  naval  preparations  in 
Great  Britain,  and  pressure  for  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal  to  insure  success  of 
navid  operations  against  insurgents. 

Conversation  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  in 
which  he  inquires  concerning  American 
action  in  reference  to  letters  of  marque, 
and  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
in  English  Parliament. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  reffard  to  tne  intercepted  insurgent  dis- 
patches, who  states  that  the  British  gov- 
ernment will  endeavor  to  discover  and 
obtain  legal  evidence  of  violation  of  the 
enlistment  act,  with  a  view  to  its  strict 
enforcement. 
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A4 
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579 


580 


584 


586 
586 


587 


587 
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GENERAL  SUBJECT  OF  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY— Continned. 


No. 


370 


545 


546 


548 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  AdiuiiB  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


1863. 
April    9 


April  10 


do. 


....do., 


552 


do 


386     Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


566 


336 


400 


409 


568 


690 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Dayton. 

Bfr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Mr.  Sewitfd. 


April  10 


April  13 


April  15 
April  23 

April  24 
April  24 
May      1 


do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do: 


Lamport  6l  Holt 
and  others  to 
Earl  RusselL 


May 
May 

May 
June 


8 
9 

9 
9 


Snhjeot. 


Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell  in 
regard  to  the  preparation  at  Liverpool  of 
vessels  for  carrying  on  hostilities  at  sea 
against  the  United  States. 

Authorizes  him  to  arrest,  hy  Judicial  proceed- 
ings, the  departure  of  hostile  vessels  from 
ports  of  Great  Britain.  The  negotiation 
of  insurj^ent  loan  in  London  is  regarded 
hy  people  of  United  States  as  tending  to 
complicate  relations  hetween  the  two 
countries,  so  as  to  render  it  difficult  to 
preserve  friendship  hetween  them. 

In  regard  to  the  proper  time  for  remonstrat- 
ing against  seeming  toleration  hy  British 
government  of  hostilities  of  its  subjects 
against  United  States. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  dispatches,  and  says 
Unit'Cd  States,  under  difficulties,  unable  in 
a  friendly  country  to  put  into  activity  laws 
and  proclamations  designed  to  prevent 
aggressions  by  British  subjects  upon 
American  commerce,  appeal  to  England 
to  enforce  those  laws.  England  avows 
her  willingness  to  enforce  laws,  provided 
she  is  furnished  with  evidence  tnat  would 
lead  to  conviction  of  offenders. 

Incloses  telegram  from  San  fYancisco  col- 
lector of  customs,  relative  to  insurgent 
conspiracies  in  Vancouver. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell,  denying 
application  of  quotations  from  United 
States  judicial  decisions  to  occurrences  in 
British  dominion. 

Approving  his  correspondence  with  Lord 
Bussell  concerning  intercepted  insurgent 
dispatches. 

Intentions  of  President  in  regard  to  the 
issue  of  letters  of  marque,  and  his  opinion 
of  French  neutrality. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell,  stating  that 
negotiation  of  insurgent  cotton  loan  in 
London  will  terminate  concessions  of  every 
form  that  have  been  made  to  sJleviate 
rigors  of  blockade  in  regard  to  shipment 
ofcotton. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  reply  to  note  in  regard 
to  effect  of  cotton  loan  in  conduct  of  United 
States  as  to  amelioration  of  the  blockade. 

United  States  will  not  fail  to  do  justice  to 
good  disposition  which  British  govern- 
ment is  manifesting  to  repress  eqmpment 
of  hostile  vessels  in  British  ports. 

Approving  correspondence  in  regard  to  inter- 
cepted insurgent  dispatches. 

Memorial  from  ship-owners  of  Liverpool  to 
the  British  secretary  of  state  for  loreign 
affairs,  requesting,  in  view  of  the  situation 
which  pemnts  a  foreign  belligerent  to 
send  to  sea  from  British  ports  vessels  of 
war  in  contravention  of  tne  provisions  of 
existing  law,  an  amendment  to  the  foreign 
enlistment  act. 
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593 


595 


595 


596 
597 

597 
597 
598 


599 
600 

600 
601 
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GENERAL  SUBJECT  OF  ENFOBCEMENT  OF  ^fEXSTRAJJTY^'ContiiaBL 


No. 


663 


480 


689 


691 


499 


740 


756 


761 


686 

606 
802 

917 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


E.  Hanmiond  to 
Lamport  and 
Holt^  and  oth- 
ers. 

Mr.  Sewacd  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1863. 
July     6 


July   24 


Aug.  21 


.do.. . 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


.....do. 


I  •  UV  •■    •«**^*   m  ' 


Mr.  Adams  to  lir. 
Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do. 


Sept. 

2 

Sept. 

2 

ft 

Sept. 

17 

Oct. 

24 

Nov. 

9 

• 

Nov. 

16 

1864. 
Jan.    28 

Mar. 

3 

Jan. 

6 

April 

22 

States  that,  in  opinion  of  Lord  Russel.  for- 
ei|pi  enlistment  act  is  effectual  for  all  rea- 
sonahle  purposes. 

It  is  hoped,  in  view  of  some  chanees  in  mili- 
tary situation  of  United  States,  uiat  British 
government  will  not  be  indifferent  to  trans- 
actions tending  so  strongly  towards  alien- 
ation and  war. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell  iii 
in  reg£u:d  to  tne  prdhibition  against  repack- 
ing gunpowder  at  Belize,  British  Hondu- 
ras, enforced  by  Governor  Seymour. 

Requests  that  thanks  be  communicated  to 
Rear  Admiral  Sir  Lewis  T.  Jones  for  his 
^orts  to  prevent  embarkation  of  rebel 
crew  and  officers  on  vessel  supposed  to 
have  been  "  Southerner,"  at  Queenstown. 

Reviews  menacing  character  of  European 
situation  towards  United  States,  and  re- 
questing Mr.  Adams  to  ascertain  whether 
tnere  is  any  evidences  of  disposition  in 
British  governing  circles  to  maintain  ami- 
cable and  cordial  relations  with  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Incloses  reply  of  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
tUid  communication  of  thanks  to  Gov- 
ernor Seymour  of  Honduras. 

Probable  effect  of  Lord  Russell's  speech  at 
Blairgowrie  on  opinion  in  the  United 
States.  Reviewofinstances  which  cause 
irritatton  between  United  States  and  Eng- 
land. 

If  Great  Britain  shall  cease  to  permit  the 
issue  of  insurgent  privateers  from  her 
ports,  and  shall  revoke  her  recognition  of 
insurgent  belligerency^*  United  States  will 
endeavor  to  countervail  among  its  citizens 
the  effect  of  British  hostile  declamation ; 
but  United  States  are  not  disposed  to  sub- 
mit to  what  tiiev  have  declared  would 
be  intolerable  iiguries  from  any  foreign 
power. 

Incloses  correspondence  of  Mr.  Marcy  in  re- 
gard to  the  expectations  of  Englsmd  and 
France  concerning  the '  equipment  of  pri- 
vateecB  in  i^e  United  States. 

Replf  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the  natu- 
ralization on  insurgent  \cessels  at  sea  of 
British  subjects  as  confederate  citizens. 

In  regard  to  the  alleged  improper  voyage  of 
the  Will-o'-the-wisp. 

Case  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  the  general 
subject  of  insurgent  violation  of  ^British 
neutriJity  and  tne  modes  of  prevention 
adopted  by  British  government. 

Announces  proceedings  inspired  by  dismissal 
by  law  lords  of  ai>peal  in  case  of  Alex- 
andra.   Reviews  situation  at  home  and 
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602 


603 


604 


604 


605 
606 


607 


607 


608 

608 
609 

610 
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GENERAL  SUBJECT  OPENTORCEMENT  OP  NEUTRALITY— Contmued. 


No. 


919 


684 


1018 


854 


1356 


877 


879 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Bfr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


J.  P.  Beigamin's 
instractioDS  to 
iosiirgentoniis- 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Earl   Russell   to 

Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1864. 
April  23 


May    12 


July     2 


1865. 
Jan.    12 


Jan.    90 


1864. 
Publish- 
ed  in  In- 
dex of 
Dec.  29. 
1864. 

•  1865. 
Feb.    15 

Feb.    15 


Feb.    16 


Prendent  expects  Mr.  Adams  to  remonstrate 

with  Lord  Russell  upon  organization  of  a 

joint  stock  company  to  carry  supplies  from 

British  ports  to  the insurffentSjUnder  con- 

.  tract  with  insurgent  cab£U  at  Richmond. 

Trial  of  iron-clods  is  postponed,  on  applica- 
tion of  Mr.  Bravay,  until  6th  of  June.  Part 
of  crew  of  ship  Avon  have  been  landed  at 
Plyitiouth.  Florida  at  St.Nazaire.  Con- 
centration of  insurgent  naval  force  in  Eng- 
land. 

Requests  Mr.  Adams  to  communicate  to 
Lord  Russell  that  the  whole  of  the  British 
West  India  Islands  are  practically  used  by 
insurgents  as  base  for  nostile  operations. 
Complaint  of  Great  Britain  that  United 
States  vessels  have  violated  neutrality 
regulations  of  British  government  in  Ba- 
hama Islands. 

Incloses  letter  in  London  Times,  by  Histori- 
cuS;  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  insur- 
gents in  English  territory,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  international  law  to  their  cap- 
tures at  sea. 

The  letter  of  Historicus  and  the  claim  of  the 
insurgents  to  unusual  interpretation  of  in- 
ternational law  in  favor  oi  their  captures 
at  sea.  Incloses  dispatches  of  Mr.  Slidell 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  in  regard  to  negotiation 
with  English  and  French  governments  to 
assent  to  their  wishes  concerning  captures 
at  sea  of  neutral  jsroperty. 

Rebel  minute  of  instruction  rellitive  to 
their  cruisers. 


Important  fiiendly  oommunication  from 
Lord  Russell  will  oome  in  next  mail. 

Informs  Mr.  Burnley  that  he  trusts  that 
orders  sent  to  governor  general  in  Can- 
ada will  convince  United  States  that 
everything  that  can  will  be  done  to  prevent 
carrying  on  hostilities  against  United 
States  m>m  Canadian  territory  or  waters, 
and  that  he  has  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
confederate  government  on  the  subject  of 
their  use  of  British  soil  as  base  for  hostile 
expeditions  against  United  States. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regjard  to  responsibility  for  outfits  by 
individuals  of  vessels  for  account  of  reb- 
els. Has  received  from  him  assurances  of 
friendly  action  of  Canadian  government, 
and  a  letter  which  is  to  be  delivered  to 
insurgent  government,  reviewing  the  con- 
duct of  their  agents,  and  requesting  them 
to  desist  from  using  British  soil  as  base 
for  hostile  operations.  Mr.  Adams  is  con- 
vinced that  noUiing  bi^t  grossest  misman- 
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612 


613 


613 


614 


621 


625 
625 


626 
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GENERAL  SUBJECT  OF  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY— Continuod. 


No. 


884 


1282 


1294 


1311 


903 


1325 


916 


922 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Earl   Russell  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Earl  Russell  to 
MaeoUy  SlideU, 
and  Mann. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 


do 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Sewiml. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

•  ■••••  ^Lv«  •  *  «  •  •  •  • 


Date. 


1865. 


Feb.  15 

Feb.  13 
Feb.  23 


Mar.  1 


Mar.  9 


Mar.  20 

Mar.  23 
Mar.  27 


April    6 
April  12 


Subject. 


agement  on  part  of  United  States  would 
effect  any  change  in  established  policy  of 
Great  Britain  towards  United  States. 
Popular  apprehensions  of  what  is  to  fol- 
low conquest  of  iuBurgents  by  United 
States. 

Inclosing  his  letter  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell, 
and  Mann^referred  to  in  previous  dis- 
patch No.  879,  as  one  to  be  delivered  to 
insurgent  government. 

Complaints  of  the  violation  of  British  neu- 
trality by  insureent  government.  (In- 
closed with  Mr.  Adams's  879.) 

Conversation  with  Lord  Russell  in  regard 
to  proposition  of  rebels  to  make,  upon 
quarter-deck  of  their  privateers,  a  prize 
court  to  adjudicate  prizes  and  neutral 
property.  If  England  and  France  assent 
to  this  proposition;  United  States  will 
daim  similar  rights  in  regard  to  neutral 
property. 

Policy  of  President  is  not  one  of  conquest 
or  retaliation.  Relations  between  £2ng- 
land  and  United  States  are  not  improved 
by  conduct  of  Great  Britain  in  permitting 
insurgent  schemes  to  find  development  on 
Bqiti^  soil.  Incloses  telegram  m>m  Uni- 
ted States  consul  at  Halifax,  in  regard  to 
iron-clad  fleet  under  Captain  Moffat,  from 
French  and  English  ports,  to  attack  New 
York;  proceedings  indicated,  which,  if 
adopted  by  Great  Britain,  would  be  gen- 
erous and  just. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Adams's  conversation  with 
Lord  Russell  relative  to  aggressions  com- 
ing from  British  provinces  and  ports,  and 
to  the  transmission  of  British  official  copy 
of  note  addressed  to  Messrs.  Slidell,  Ma- 
son, and  Mann,  to  General  Lee,  command- 
ing insurgent  forces.  Incloses  copy  of 
letter  to  Secretary  of  War  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  War  Dej^art- 
ment  in  regard  to  transmission  of  British 
letter  to  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  and  Mann 
through  military  lines. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  the  termination  of  the  Cana- 
dian reciprocity  treaty. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  War  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  refusal  of  General  Lee 
to  receive  copy  of  communication  ad- 
dressed b^  British  government  to  Messrs. 
Mason,  Slidell,  and  Mann. 

Lord  Russell  is  too  unwell  to  grant  int>er- 
view ;  has  left  dispatches  1294, 1309, 1311, 
and  1315  with  him. 

Conversation  with  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
outfits  and  other  operations  of  the  rebels ; 
has  sent  notice  to  Mr.  Perry,  at  Madrid, 
concerning  J.  P.  Hall  and  the  steamer 
Eearsarge. 
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GENERAL  SUBJECT  OF  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY— Continued. 


No. 


981 


938 


1590 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


1137 


1687 


60 


61 


16i. 


186 


131 


135 


Mr.AdamatoMr. 

Seward. 


do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Bfr,  Adama. 


Mr.  Adama  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


..do 


..do . 


•do 


224 


298 


..•do 


...do 


'••«••  U  V   •  •  »  •  ■  •  < 


..do. 


1865. 
April  20 


April  28 


Ang.  22. 


1866. 
Jan.    25 


Feb.    17 


1862. 
May     3 


May     7 


Nov.   21 


Dec.    30 


1863. 
Aug.   15 


Ang.   24 


1864. 
Feb.     5 


June  15 


Indoses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  refusal  of  insurgent  Ghaneral 
Lee  to  receive  copy  of  communication 
addressed  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  and 
Mann. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  in  regard  to  the 
investigation  of  the  character  of  two  ves- 

^  sels,  the  Virginia  and  Louisa  Ann  Fanny, 
at  the  Bermudas. 

Incloses  correspondence  between  Sir  Fred- 
erick Bruce  and  State  Department,  in 
regard  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  notice 
abrogating  the  agreement  contained  in 
the  convention  of  1817,  limiting  the  naval 
armament  on  the  lakes. 

Incloses  circular  from  Lord  Clarendon  re- 
questing information  concerning  the  con- 
struction of  vessels  for  foreign  goyem- 
ments  in  the  private  Bhix>-yards  of  Eng- 
land, and  his  acknowledgment  thereof. 

Incloses  letter  from  Secretary  of  Navy  stat- 
ing that  United  States  has. had  no  vessel 
building  within  British  dominions  since 
1861. 

In  refi^d  to  the  purchase  of  thirty  steamers 
in  England,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
combined  attack  upon  United  States. 
The  Semaphore  and  Memphis  are  among 
the  number. 

Hiis  communicated  information  concerning 
purchase  of  thirty  steamers,  to  Mr.  Adams 
and  to  Mr.  Morse.  Gives  list  of  those  that 
have  sailed,  and  those  that  are  building  in 
England. 

England  is  main  dependence  of  rebels  for 
arms,  ammunition,  and  all  kinds  of  cloth- 
ing for  their  army.  Gives  list  and  loca- 
tions of  blockade  runners. 
Detailed  information  concerning  Laird's 
rams,  other  steamers,  the  Glasgow  ram, 
the  steamer  at  Stockton,  Miller's  gun- 
boat, and  two  at  London. 

Is  persuaded  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
aid  and  assistance  the  insurgents  received 
from  England,  rebellion  would  not  have 
assumed  its  present  proportions. 

Description  of  vessels  building  for  insur- 
gents in  Thomson's  yard,  at  Glasgow.  In- 
surgent credit  in  England  based  upon 
their  cotton :  policy  of  destroying  it  recom- 
mended. Vessels  building  and  afloat  for 
use  of  insurgents. 

Petition  of  Liverpool  merchants,  asking 
British  government  to  recognize  southern 
confederacy.  Incloses  slip  relating  do- 
ings of  Alabama. 

Incloses  instructions  to  governors  of  colo- 
nies in  regard  to  belligerent  cruisers  and 
their  prizes. 
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643 


644 


647 


648 
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ENFOBCEMENT  OP  NEUTRALITY. 


AM£m>MEKT  OF  LAWS. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

1 

377 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

■ 

1864. 
Nov.     4 

• 

In  regard  to  indisposition  of  English  g0T> 
emment  to  prevent  sailing  of  insurgent 
vessels   from  LiverpooL     Insurgents   in 
future  will  probably  purchase  vessels  that 
are  already  built,  and  send  them  out  with 
armament  stored  as  merchandise.    Prob- 
able course  of  Leon  Smith. 

668 

AMENDMENT  OF  LAWS. 


83 


85 


79 


160 


381 


383 


d8i 


Mr.    Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do  ... 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


.do 


Earl  Russell  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 


Mr.    Adams    to 
'   EarlRusselL 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1861. 

Sept.    7 


Sept.  10 


Nov.   29 


1862. 
May    15 


June  12 
Oct.    25 

Oct.    27 

Nov.   20 

Deo.    25 


Refers  to  the  passage  of  a  law  in  1838,  by 
United  States,  which  prevented  inter- 
vention against  government  of  Qreat 
Britain  by  American  citizens,  and  sub- 
mits propriety  of  adoption  of  similar  meas- 
ure in  Great  Britain  at  present  juncture. 

Incloses  intercepted  letter  from  John  P. 
Baldwin  to  Henry  Adderlv,  relative  to 
shipment  of  arms  and  powder  for  the  use 
of  the  insurgents,  from  i^assau.  The  Uni- 
ted States  expect  special  legislation  by 
British  government  to  cover  such  cases,  of 
the  character  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
1838. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  stating  that  if 
necessary  te  preserve  neutrality,  her  Maj- 
esty wiu  be  advised  to  adopt  further 
measures. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  escape  of  the  Emily  St. 
Pierre,  through  absence  of  legal  authority 
of  British  government  to  punish  her  of- 
fense. Interpretation  of  Queen's  neutral- 
ity proclamation  induces  United  States 
to  believe  that  such  authority  exists  in 
British  statute.  Earl  Russell  replies  that 
blockade  runners^  laden  with  contraband, 
do  not  come  within  the  province  of  foreign 
enlistment  act,  and  that  it  devolves  upon 
the  United  States  to  capture  them.  BIr.  Ad- 
ams's rejoinder  on  same  subject. 

Offenses  which  are  within  provisions  of 
foreign  enlistment  act. 

Incloses*  papers  from  minister  at  Lisbon,  in 
regard  to  depredations  of  insurgent  ves- 
sel dispatehed  from  British  ports,  upon 
American  commerce,  near  island  of  Flores. 

Incloses  resolutions  of  chamber  of  com- 
merce in  regard  to  destruction  at  sea  of 
American  vessels,  near  Azores,  by  insur- 
gents. 

Soucits  redress  for  national  and  private 
injury  sustained  by  United  States  and  more 
effective  prevention  of  repetition  of  such 
lawless  proceedings  in  English  ports. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  of  19th.  sug- 
gesting amendment  to  foreign  enlistment 
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660 


660 
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665 
665 

665 

666 

666 
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AME!n>HENT  OF  LAWS— Continaed. 


Ho. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Snbject. 


I 


454 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1863. 
Jan.    19 


321 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Earl    Rtusell   to 
Lord  Lyons. 


483 


493 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


•  •  •  •  A  •  %mK^  m  m  4 


Earl    RnaseU  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


651 


Mr.    Seward    to 
.  Mr.  Adams. 


463 


do. 


493 


Memorial  of  ship 
owners  of  Liv- 
erpool to  Earl 
RusselL 

Mr.  Hammond  to 
Messrs.  Lam- 
port and  Holt 
and  others. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Feb.    13 


Feb.    14 


Feb.    19 


Mar.     2 


Mar.   27 


July   11 


July    16 


June    9 


July     6 


Sept.  10 


act  of  both  oountriee  with  a  view  1o  an 
increased  efficiency. 

Directs  conference  with  Lord  Russell  in  re- 
gard to  suggested  amendments  to  enlist- 
ment acts  of  both  countries.  Incloses 
intercepted  treasonable  correspondence, 
and  directs  him  to  employ  them  so  as  to 
induce  British  govemment  to  enforce  ex- 
isting laws. 

Lord  fiussell  states  that  lord  chancellor 
having  considered  that  their  foreign  enlist- 
ment act  was  sufficiently  effectiye,  no 
change  it  seemed  could  be  made. 

Mr.  A&ms  has  said  that  he  was  ready  to 
hear  any  amendments  to  United  States 
foreign  enlistment  act.  but  they  con- 
sidered it  already  satisiactory.  As  Brit- 
ish cabinet  has  come  to  similar  conclu- 
sion in  regard  to  English  law  no  further 
proceedings  at  present  need  be  taken. 

President  hopes  that  British  government 
will  act  upon  Lord  Russell's  suggestion  as 
to  amendment  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
acts  of  the  two  countries. 

As  British  government  conclude  that  their 
foreign  enlistment  law  is  sufficient  with- 
out amendments^  the  President  expects 
that  England  will  taVe  measures  to  en- 
force execution  of  the  law. 

Lord  Russell  states  that  cabinet  are  of  opin- 
ion that  enlistment  act  is  sufficient,  but 
legal  evidence  could  not  always  be  pro- 
cured ;  that  British  government  had  done 
everything  in  its  power  to  execute  the 
law. 

President  suggests  for  consideration  of 
British  government  whether,  on  appeal 
made  by  them,  Parliament  mi^ht  not 
think  it  expedient  to  amend  existing  stat- 
ute BO  as  to  effect  what  is  believed  it 
ought  to  accomplish.  If  British  law  is 
not  amended,  the  alternative  of  the  United 
States. 

Calling  attention  to  reply  of  Mr.  Hammond 
to  memoriid  of  ship-owners  of  Liverpool 
suggesting  alteration  in  foreign  enlistment 
act. 

Suggesting  an  alteration  in  foreign  enlist- 
ment act. 


Stating  that  in  Lord  Russell's  opinion  the 
enlistment  act  is  effectual  for  all  reasona- 
ble purposes.  If  provisions  of  act  were 
extended,  presence  of  proof  would  be  ne- 
cessanr,  because  no  law  could  or  should  be 
passed  to  punish  upon  suspicion. 

Announcement  of  Lord  Russell,  in  public 
speech,  that  new  powers  may  be  solicited 
from  Parliament  if  present  powers  should 
prove  insufficient. 
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AMENDMENT  OF  LAWS— Continaed. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


760 


552 


1136 


1042 


1052 


1127 


Mr.    AdamA    to 
EarlBusselL 

Earl  Busaell    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Earl  BusselL 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1863. 
Sept.  16 

Sept.  25 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


•  •  •  •  •  ULv  •    «••«•■ 


Earl  of  Claren- 
don to  Sir  F* 
Bruce. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Sewaxd. 


Sept.  29 


Nov.    14 


Dec.    10 


1664. 
Oct.    24 


1865. 
Sept.    7 


Sept.  21 


Deo.    26 


1866. 
Jan.      4 


676 


British  gOYcmment  cannot  Jnstlj  plead  in-     673 
efficacy  of  enlistment  law  to  enforce  duties 
of  neutrality  in  present  emergency. 

The  intimation  of  hostile  j>roceeding8  674 
towards  Great  Britain  by  United  States 
will  not  induce  British  cabinet  either  to 
overstep  limits  of  the  law  or  propose  to 
Parliament  the  adoption  oi  any  new  law 
they  may  not  think  proper  to  be  adopted. 

Did  not  intimate  hostUe  proceedings,  but    G74 
urged  a  reliance  upon  the  law  as  sumcient, 
from  the  confidence  expressed  in  it  by  the 
most  eminent  authority  in  the  kin^om. 

Communicate^  information  concerning  pro-  675 
jected  insurgent  expeditions  from  Canada. 
Requests  that  Lord  Bussell  may  be  asked 
to  consider  the  plot  in  connection  with 
threatened  aggression  directly  from  the 
ports  of  Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  Princi- 
ples which  shall  regulate  maritime  con- 
duct of  neutral  states  hereafter  are  likely 
to  be  settled  by  precedents  which  arise 
during  present  civil  war. 

Alludes  to  use  made  of  Canadian  territory     676 
by  insurgents,  and  suggests  to  Lord  Rus- 
sell possibility  of  reciprocating  legislation 
of  United  States  in  1838.    Has  left  printed 
copy  of  law  with  Lord  Russell. 

Requesting  serious  attention  of  British  gov- 
ernment to  the  multiplying  instances  of 
insurgent  use  of  Canadian  territory  as 
base  for  hostUe  expeditions.  Motives  of 
insurgents.  Declination  of  reasonable  re- 
quest of  United  States  in  regard  to  im- 
provement of  British  law. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  of  the  30th  Aii-  677 
gust  in  regard  to  the  adoption  of  a  new  law 
when  the  inadequacy  of  an  old  law  is  ap- 
parent. The  existing  law  has  not  proved 
inadequate  in  cases  of  rams  in  the  Mersey 
or  Pampero  in  the  Clyde. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  of  the  18th  of  678 
September,  repl^nng  to  Lord  Russell's 
defence  of  existmg  British  legislation  as 
having  proved  adequate  to  preserve  neu- 
trality. Reviews  Lord  Russell's  account 
of  adoption  of  neutrality  laws  in  United 
States  and  England. 

Conversation  with  Mr.  Adams  in  regard  to     680 
propriety  of  amendment  of  international 
law  where  it  had  been  demonstrated  to  be  ne- 
cessary, and  requesting  that  Mr.  Seward 
may  be  invited  to  co-operate  to  that  end. 

Incloses  note  to  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  com-  681 
municating  declination  by  United  States 
of  British  proposition  for  revision  of  Eng- 
lish and  American  neutrality  laws  so  that 
security  might  be  given  against  those  who 
evade  them. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


682 


682 


1161 


Earl  of  Claren- 
den  to  Mr. 
Adams. 

Mr.  Adorns  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1866. 
Jan.      4 


Mar.     1 


1164 


.do. .... 


Mar.     8 


116B 


1712 


>««««•  UiW  •  *  •  •     • 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Moran  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mar.   15 

Mar.   20 
Mar.   29 


8 


.do. 


42 


do. 


Oct.    13 


1868. 
June    3 


Acknowledging  Mr.  Adams's  note  informing 
British  ^oyemment  that  United  States  is 
not  inclmed  to  assent  to  concurrent  revis- 
ion of  neutrality  statutes. 

Incloses  his  note  to  Earl  of  Clarendon  in  re- 
gard to  statement  of  Sir  Boundell  Palm- 
er, in  House  of  Commons,  that  failure  of 
British  cabinet  to  improve  their  preven- 
tive laws  was  undoubtedly  owing  to  the 
action  of  the  United  States. 

Incloses  debate  in  Parliament  on  questions 
of  maritime  law,  and  correction  by  Sir 
Boundell  Pahner  of  his  statement  that 
failure  of  British  cabinet  to  improve 
British  law  was  owing  to  action  of  United 
States. 

Incloses  oorreenpondence  between  himself 
and  Earl  of  Clarendon  in  regard  to  Sir, 
Boundell  Palmer's  statement,  on  the  23d  of 
February,  in  the  House  of  Cfommons. 

Approval  of  his  correction  of  the  statement 
of  Sir  Boundell  Palmer. 

Incloses  Lord  Clarendon's  note  of  the  24th  in- 
stant, and  its  accompaniment  from  Sir 
Boundell  Palmer  relative  to  statements 
made  lately  in  House  of  Commons  in  re- 
gard to  amendment  of  foreign  enlistment 
acts  of  Great  Britain  and  United  States; 

Announcement  in  the  Standard  that  Lord 
Derby  would  appoint  royal  commission 
to  inquire  into  workings  of  existing  neu- 
trality law. 

Communicates  reports  and  comments  of  Lon- 
don papers  thereon,  of  the  royal  commission 
appointed  to  inquire  into  character  and 
working  of  foreign  enlistment  act. 


686 


687 

692 
693 


694 


695 


SUPPLIES,  ETC.,  OP  VESSELS. 


42 


43 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Sewara. 


......  do .... 


44 


46 


.do. 


..••..do. 


1861. 
Dec.    10 


Deo.    10 


Deo.    12 


Deo.    19 


Arrival  of  Isabel  and  Gladiator  laden  with 
arms  for  rebels.  That  coal  of  United 
States  cannot  be  reshipped  without  viola- 
ting neatralit^  la^s  of  Great  Britain. 

Incloses  letter  m>m  colonial  secretary  com- 
municating governor's  order  that  if  Uni- 
ted States  coal  is  landed  it  shall  be  with 
understanding  that  it  must  not  be  re- 
shipped. 

Incloses  letter  of  colonial  secretary  refusing 
to  allow  transhipment  of  coal  from  the 
Caleb  Stetson  to  the  United  States  steam- 
er Flambeau,  in  Bahama  waters. 

Coalinff  of  insurgent  packet  Theodora  al- 
lowed after  refiiei^l  of  similar  privilege  to 
the  Flambeau,  United  States  steamer.  Co- 
lonial secretary  replies  that  Theodoril  is 


696 


696 


697 


696 
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supplies;  etc.,  op  VESSELS-OontinuecL 


172 


125 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Sewara. 


Mr.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.   Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons   to 
Mir.  Seward. 


Do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 
Do.. 


Lord    Lyons   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do 


1287 


Ifr.    Seward   to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1862. 


Jan.     2 


Jan.    31 


Mar.     6 


1863. 
April    4 


April    7 

Jane  13 

Jnne  17 
June  24 


Jnne  30 


Nov.     2 


Nor.   10 


1865. 
Feb.    25 


oommercial  vessel,  and  therefore  entitled 
to  hospitalites  of  port. 

Has  ordered  coal  fleet  to  Key  West.    British     699 
brig  Cecil,  Master  Boggs,. refuses  to  go. 
Movements  of  rebel  steamer  Isabel,  and 
British  steamer  Gladiator. 

Requesting  Earl  Russell  to  explain  proceed-     700 
ings  in  case  of  Flambeau.    United  States 
steamer  refused  permission  to  coal  at  Nas- 
sau. 

Incloses  note  to  Earl  Russell,  qolicitine  such    700 
action  as  will  rectify  error  of  intermcting 
to  United  States  steamer  Flambeau  the  use 
of  coal  stored  at  Nassau. 

The  sale  of  the  cargo  of  the  prize  ship  Han-    701 
over,  captured  by  the  insurgent  vessel 
Retribution  at  Long  Cay,  Bahamas,  and 
the  subsequent  dispateh  of  the  Hanover, 
laden  with  salt,  to  an  insurgent  port. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  note  in  regard  to    701 
the  sale  of  the  cargo  of  the  insurgent  prize 
Hanover,  at  Long  Cay,  Bahamas,  and  prom- 
ises inquiry. 

Incloses  communication  from  governor  of    702 
Bahamas,  in  resard  to  sale  of  cargo  of  in- 
surgent prize  Hanover,  at  Long  Ca^. 

Ackno  wleages  receipt  of  note  of  13th  instant     704 
relative  to  insurgent  prize  ship  Hanover. 

In  relation  to  report  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Burnside  705 
to  governor  of  Bahamas.  There  is  doubt 
in  mind  of  government  of  United  States 
whether  the  authorities  at  Long  Cay  were 
ignorant  that  the  Hanover  was  a  priz^  to 
the  Retribution. 

Will  communicate  his  request  for  further    705 
prosecution  concerning  knowledge  by  Brit- 
ish authorities  of  character  of  Hanover 
when  at  Lons  Cay,  Bahamas. 

Incloses  dispat^  from  governor  of  Bahamas  705 
reporting  measures  taken  bjr  attorney  gen- 
eral of  colony  for  prosecution  of  Yemon 
Locke,  a  man  charged  with  having  been 
concerned  in  the  fraud  practiced  on  the 
authorities  at  Long  Cay  m  case  of  Hano- 
ver.   Locke  has  given  bail  in  £400. 

The  bail  in  the  case  of  Yemon  Locke  seems     706 
insignificant ;  but  United  States  trusts  that 
Justice  of  British  government  will  be  vin- 
dicated. 

In  regard  to  the  refusal  of  British  authori-  707 
ties  at  l^assau  to  permit  United  States  ves- 
sel Honduras  to  enter  the  port.  Contrasts 
this  exclusion  with  the  permission  accord- 
ed to  blockade  runners  and  suspicious  craft 
of  insurgent  origin  to  remain  at  anchor  in 
harbor,  and  that  these  proceeding,  asso- 
ciated with  insurgent  operations  in  Cana- 
da, will  make  incurable  breach  between 
England  and  United  States. 
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LXI 


BLOCKADE-RUNKING. 


Ho. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

• 

Date. 

8nl)jeot. 

• 

1 

1865. 

926 

Ur .  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

April  13 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  RnsseU 
in  regard  to  the  refusal  of  the  authorities 
at  Nassau  to  permit  the  entry  of  United 
States  steamer  Honduras,  and  to  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Rattlesnake,  Tallahassee,  sus- 
picious craft,  in  the  same  harhor  and  at 
the  same  time. 

708 

1366 

Mr.    Hnnter    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

April  24 

Incloses  letter  of  Secretary  of  Navy  in  re- 
gard to  proceedings  of  the  governor  of  the 
Bahamas  in  refusing  to  allow  United  States 

718 

vessel  of  war  to  enter  port  of  Abaco  for 
purpose  of  removing  property  saved  firom 

• 

wreck  of  United  States  steamer  San  Ja-  • 

clnto,  and  calling  attention  to  want  of 
comity  exhibited  Dy  governor  on  that  oc- 

casion. 

BLOCKADE-RUNNING. 


128 


207 


132 


156 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


..do.  .... 


Mr.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do. ... 


1861. 
Nov.     1 


1862. 

Mar.     7 


Mar.   11 


Mar.   20 


May     8 


Success  of  Bermuda  has  tempted  insurgent 
agents  to  prosecution  of  enterprises  to  run 
blockade.  Movement  of  arms  from  Ham- 
burg, and  the  occupjation  of  Birmingham 
and  London  in  turning  out  rifles  for  ship- 
ment through  the  blockade.  I^esence  of 
Semmes  in  England,  and  his  purposes. 

Projects  of  insurgents,  and  schemes  to  run 
the  blockade.  Depturtures  of  the  Bermu- 
da and  the  Oreto.  Wants  official  intelli- 
gence of  the  captures  of  blockade  runners. 

The  insurance  by  English  companies  in  Liv- 
erpool of  blockade  runners  is  by  implica- 
tion levying  war  on  United  States.  It  is 
inconsistent  with  relations  of  friendship, 
and  will  excite  in  this  country  feelings  of 
deep  alienation. 

Review  of  British  sentiment  on  American 
question.  Conflict  of  Great  Britain  with 
United  States  would  transfer  whole  carry- 
ing trade  of  Qreat  Britain  into  hands  of 
neutral  continental  nations.  It  is  plain 
that  without  additional  provision,  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Marcy,  Enghsh  interests  on 
the  sea  are  in  great  jeopardy  in  time  of 
war,  and  yet  with  admission  of  it  control 
of  the  ocean  is  fwever  lost.  Self  interest 
being  point  of  their  policy,  the  adoption 
of  declaration  of  Paris  is  a  sacrifloe  of 
which  l^ey  are  beginning  to  repent.  The 
way  to  make  any  real  advance  in  doc- 
trines of  international  law  is  to  inforoe 
observation  of  a  consistent  system  of  i>ol- 
ioy  upon  any  single  power,  whenever  it 
may  venture  to  set  up  its  immediate  inter- 
est as  only  rule  of  action  it  will  abide  bv. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  of  May  6,  in  the 
case  of  the  steamer  Labuan,  stating  that 
if  United  States  inflicts  the  great  u^ury 


719 


719 


720 


720 


722 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


1862. 


281 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


205 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


265 


......  do 


286 


do 


136 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


736 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


June  26 


Aug.     7 


Subject. 


P4 


Nov.   27 


1863. 
Jan.      1 


Jan.     2 


Aug.  25 


Oct.    17 


of  a  blockade  upon  other  nations,  the  ut- 
.  most  they  can  expect  is,  that  European 
powers  shall  respect  those  acts  of  United 
States  within  limits  of  law.  Mr.  Adams 
replies  that  United  States  is  embarrassed 
by  complaints  of  severity  of  blockade  by 
a  friendly  nation,  which  at  same  time  con- 
fesses its  inability  to  restrain  its  subjects 
frt>m  stimulating  the  resistance  that  neces- 
sitates continuance  of  the  blockade.  He 
is  pained  to  learn  that  United  States  can- 
not expect  that  England  should  frame  new 
statutes  to  remedy  deficiency  of  its  laws 
to  prevent  what  it  acknowledges  on  face  of 
old  statute  to  be  evils  created  by  its  refrac- 
tory subjects.  Has  a  list  of  eleven  steam- 
ers and  t-en  sailing  vessels  to  run  the  block- 
ade via  Nassau,  and  that  business  is  reduced 
to  a  system,  aided  by  British  capital. 
The  use  of  Nassau  by  insurgents  as  place  of  725 
deposit  of  their  munitions  of  war  shipped 
thither  from  England.     Release  of  insur- 

gent  vessel  Oreto  on  arrival  of  Captain 
emmes,  of  Sumter.  Request  that  pro- 
test against  proceeding  may  be  made  to 
British  government. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell,  covering  a  726 
letter  from  Mr.  Layard  to  1^^.  Hersfall, 
sn^^esting,  in  reply  to  a  memorial  from 
British  merchants  and  ship-owners  in  Liv- 
erpool in  regard  to  proceedings  of  United 
States  cruisers  off  Bahamas,  that  Liverpool 
merchants  should  refrain  from  blockade 
ninning. 

Outfits  of  vessels  to  run  the  blockade  multi-     728 
ply.    Arrival  of  Captain  Maury  and  eight 
or  nine  rebel  officers  indicates  that  some- 
thing warlike  is  to  be  expected. 

Incloses  note  of  30th  December  to  Lord  Rus-  728 
sell,  in  regard  to  British  equipment  of 
blockade  runners,  enlistment  of  BritifiAi 
subiects  in  insurgent  service,  the  occu- 
pation of  Nassau  as  storehouse  for  goods 
awaiting  transhipment  to  insurgent  terri- 
tory, the  iifeurance  of  blockade  runners, 
and  the  arming  of  insurgent  vessels-of- 
war.  Accompanies  his  note  by  list  of  ves- 
sels engaged  in  illegal  commerce;  from 
Messrs.  Dudley  and  Morse. 

List  and  description  of  blockade  runners ;     732 
their  rendezvous;   and  the  foreign  ports 
en  route  to  insurgent  ports  where  stores 
are  kept,  awaiting  opportunity  to  be  run 
through  blockade. 

Incloses   slip  from  Journal  of  Commerce,     733 
stating  that  confederates  receive  immense 
supplies  by  way  of  Wilmington,  and  that 
officers  and  crew  are  leaving  to  man  in- 
surgent vessels  building  in  England. 

Incloses  letter  from  Secretary  of  Navy  in  re-     734 
gard  to  contract  between  insurgent  agents 
for  delivery  of  naval  stores  at  SL  George'S| 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


529 


550 


782 


566 


570 


806 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


, . .  do . . 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


1863. 


810 


do. 


812 


•  ••do. 


814 


584 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Nov.     4 


Dec. 


Dec.     7 


1664. 
Jan.      1 


Jan.      8 


Jan.    11 


Subject. 


Jan.    12 


Jan.    13 


Jan.    14 


Jan.    28 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Earl  BusselL      I 


Jan.    25 


Bermuda,  to  be  thence  introduced  into 
United  States.  Requests  that  Bermuda 
authorities  may  prevent  the  islands  be- 
coming place  of  deposit  in  violation  of 
Queen's  neutrality. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  in- 
tercepted contract  between  insurgents 
concerning  delivery  of  naval  stores  at  St. 
Gorge's,  Bermuda. 

Incloses  reply  of  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
intercepted  insurgent  contract  concerning 
deliverv  of  naval  stores  at  St.  George's, 
Bermuda. 

Requests  Inquiry  whether  Ralph  Cator,  alias 
Peterson,  a  blockade  runner,  is  either  an 
active  or  retired  British  naval  officer. 

Incloses  note  to  Earl  Russell  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  Ralph  Cator,  cilias  Peter- 
son, and  Lord  Russell's  acknowledgment. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell,  in  regard  to 
employment  of  Ralph  Cator,  commander 
in  British  navy,  in  running  blockade. 

Incloses  letters  which  show  that  British  ves- 
sels engaged  in  violations  of  blockade  are 
'not  neutral  vessels,  but  rebel  transports 
dispatched  and  sailing  under  British  flag. 
He  will  inquire  of  Earl  Russell,  in  view 
of  this  development,  if  that  English  policy 
needs  modification. 

While  he  admits  that  evidence  in  case  of  the 
use  of  Bermuda  as  insureent  depot  is  at- 
tended by  uncertainty  and  want  uf  direct- 
ness, it  is  thought  that  England  could  in- 
stitute precautionary  measures  against  ex- 
ecution of  insurgent  purpose  in  tne  island 
BO  injurious  to  United  States.  Of  the  same 
class  of  cases  does  the  news  contained  in 
the  Morning  Telegraph  of  St.  Johns,  New 
Brunswick,  relate,  and  the  conveyance  of 
contraband  mail  to  Bermuda  by  Lieuten- 
ant Rooke,  of  the  British  army. 

Incloses  extract  from  London  Index  in  re- 
gard to  the  employment  of  the  British  flag 
to  cover  property  of  insurgent  authorities 
who,  in  many  instances,  own  the  vessels  fly- 
ing that  flag. 

Incloses  extract  from  dispatch  of  United 
States  consul  at  Malta,  relative  to  reports 
that  British  naval  officers,  under  assumed 
names,  are  engaged  in  violating  blockade. 

Enlarges  in  interview  with  Lord  Russell 
upon  aggravated  nature  of  violations  au- 
daciously comiuitted  by  rebels  against  neu- 
trality of  Great  Britain,  and  urges  expedi- 
ency of  more  positive  action  in  advance  of 
settlement  of  difficulties  in  America.  Lord 
Russell  states  that  cabinet  has  disapproved 
his  suggestion  to  send  armed  vessel  to  con- 
federate authorities  with  an  officer  in- 
structed to  remonstrate. 

In  regard  to  the  employment  of  the  British 
flag  to  cover  insurgent  ownership  of  block- 
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Ko. 


^6190 


esi 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


•  »Uv»    •  •  *  #   *  «  I 


Date. 


1664. 


Feb.     4 


Mar.    18 


901 
647 

663 


Mr.    fieward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


)•*•«•  U>V  *    •  *  •  « 


798 


lOdS 


April    5 
April    8 

April  21 


I  * ■ UV a     •  • ■ < 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


June  23 


July     9 


Sabject. 


ade  mnnerB  and  the  engagement  of  Lien- 
tenant  Booke,  of  BritiSi  army,  in  oariy- 
inff  contraband  mail  to  Bermuda.  The 
dimculties  which  grow  out  of  the  tolera- 
tion of  the  outrageous  abuses  of  belliger- 
ent privileges  granted  to  the  insurgents. 
Incloses  papers  found  on  steamers  taken 
in  yiolatinff  blockade. 

Incloses  Lora  Bussell's  acknowledgment  of 
Mr.  Adams's  note  covering  pax>ers  taken 
in  steamers  engaged  in  running  the  block- 
ade of  the  soutnern  ports. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Bussell 
in  regard  to  habitual  abuse  by  insurgents 
of  the  belli^rent  privileges  conceded  to 
them  by  United  States,  and  the  consequent 
suspicion  attaching  to  British  subjects  en- 
gaged in  violating  blockade.  To  the  treat- 
ment as  prisoners  of  war  of  British  sub- 
jects found  on  board  vessels  ostensibly 
British,  but  really  property  of  insurgents. 
To  tlie  charge  against  Lieutenant  ]£>oke, 
of  British  army,  of  carrying  contraband 
mail,  and  to  the  intentions  <»  James  Ash, 
and  Stringer,  Pembroke  &  Co.,  to  build 
steamers  ror  confederate  belligerents. 

States  that  Secretary  of  Navy  has  concluded 
to  direct  dischaij^e  of  aliens  captured  on 
neutral  vessels  violating  blockade. 

Incloses  acknowledgment  of  Earl  Bussell  of 
note  in  relation  to  fraudulent  use  by  rebels 
of  British  fla^  to  cover  their  vessels  and 
crew  in  runnmg  blockade. 

Correspondence  with  Lord  Bussell  in  regard 

.  to  what  appears  to  admit  of  no  doubt,  that 
every  Vessel  engaged  in  blockade-running 
must  consent  to  be  at  the  service  of  the 
enemy  to  aid  him  in  carrying  on  the  war. 
Statement  of  attorney  general  of  liability 
of  certain  persons  to  prosecution  under  the 
enlistment  act. 

Benewal  of  correspondence  with  Lord  Bus- 
sell  in  regard  to  liabilitv  of  British  sub- 
jects captured  in  blockade  runners  to  be 
treated  oy  United  States  as  enemies. 

Acknowledging  correspondence  with  Lord 
Bussell  in  regard  to  British  claim  to  im- 
munity for  British  subjects  who  engage  in 
furnishing  supplies  of  arms  to  insurgents 
in  vessels  owned  or  chartered  by  insur- 
gent authorities  who  run  the  blockade 
under  <H)ntract  with  them. 
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754 

754 


757 


758 


BLOCKADE  BUNKING— THE  BEEMUDA. 


31 
27 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr. 

F.W.Seward. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 


1861. 
Aug.   16 

Aug.   16 


Description  of  Bermuda,  a  screw  steamer 
built  by  Eraser,  Trenholm  &,  Co. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Bussell  in  regard  to 
equipment  in  English  waters  of  steamer 


759 
759 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


LXT 


BLOCKADE-RUNNING— Continued. 


Ko. 


l^om  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


30 


35 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


38 
86 


.do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


16 

17 

276 

976 


Mr.    Adams     to 
EarlBosselL    . 


&£r.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Sowoid. 

Mr.   Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

do 


1861. 


Aug.  23 


Aug.   30 


Sept.    6 
Sept.  11 


Nor.   22 

1862. 
Feb.    14 

Feb.    15 

June  23 

June  25 


Subject. 


^1 


Beimnda  to  bo  employed  in  insurgent  ser- 
vice, and  Lord  Russell's  acknowledgment. 

Bermwla  has  sailed,  laden  with  gunpowder 
and  stores.  Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note 
stating  that  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence 
to  warrant  interference  with  clearance  or 
sailing  of  Bermuda. 

All  ho  can  do  is  to  apprise  department  in 
season  so  as  to  prevent  supplies  shipped,  as 
on  Beruruda,  from  reaching  United  States. 
Purchase  of  steamers  Leopold,  Princess 
Charlotte,  and  Southampton. 

In  regard  to  complicity  of  Fruser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.  witli  departure  of  steamer  Bermuda. 

Regrets  inefficiency  of  British  laws  to  nre- 
veYit  violations  of  United  States  rignts. 
'  The  vigilance  that  will  of  necessity  be  ex- 
ercised in  detecting  unlawful  character  of 
British  vessels  will  be  unpleasant  to  British 
government. 

Informs  Lord  Russell  of  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  Bermuda  at  the  insurgent  port  of 
Savannah,  and  reflections  thereon. 

In  regard  to  contraband  cargo  of  steamer 
Bermuda. 

In  reffard  to  insurgent  ownership  of  Ber- 
muda. 

Incloses  printed  copy  of  record  in  case  of 
United  States,  V8.  Pri»f  steamer  Bermuda 
and  cargo. 

Incloses  m*.  Ashtou's  communication  calling 
attention  to  unsigned  letter  to  be  found 
in  record-  of  United  States  v«.  Bermuda. 


BLOCKADE-RUNNINGw-THE  FINGAL. 


. 


59     Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


834     Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1861. 
Oct.    17 


1863. 
June  22 


Sailing  of  Fingal  with  bark  Amelia,  laden 
with  cartridges  and  gunpowder.  Informa- 
tion concemmg  her  movements. 

In  regard  to  capture  of  Fingal  near  Savannah 
by  United  States  cruisers. 
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763 
763 


763 

764 
765 
765 

766 


768 


768 


BLOCKADE-RUNNING— THE  GLADIATOR. 


G9     Bfr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
44     Mr.  Whiting   to 

Mr.  Seward. 


Do. 


1861. 
Nov.     8 

Dec.    12 


1862. 
Jan.   19. 


Equipment  of  the  Gladiator  at  London 

In  regard  to  arrival  of  Gladiator  at  Nassau. 
Colonial  secretary's  letter  upon  subject  is 
inclosed. 

Movement  of  rebel  vessels  Caroline  alias  Kate 
Lockwood,  Isabel  aliaa  Ella  Warley,  and 
Gladiator,  in  harbor  and  near  Nassau. 


769 
769 

770 


•TOL.  1 


liXVI 


ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEtH'RALITY. 


Kq. 


10 
101 
105 


BLOCKADE-RUNNING— Continned. 


Frq^i  iivhom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.  Whiting  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Dndley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

do 


1862. 
Feb.    12 

Aug.     1 

Aug.     8 


SubjeeU 


Movement  of  rebel  veseels  and  airiTal  of 

Catawba  at  Nassau  direct  from  Charleston. 

Sailing  of  Gladiator  from  Liverpool 

Movement  of  Gladiator ;  her  cargo 


BLOCKADE-RUNNING-THE  GEORGIANA- 


771 
771 
772 


301 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


311 
531 

368 
374 


do 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
do 


1863. 
Jan.    22 


Jan.    29 
Mar.   28 

April    9 
April  16 


Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
remonstrating  against  departure  of  Georgi- 
ana  from  Liverpool,  and  letter  from  Mr. 
Morse,  consul  at  London,  describing  vessel, 
and  correspondence  between  British  au- 
thorities on  same  subject. 

Incloses  further  correspondence  with  Lord 
Russell  in  regard  to  steamer  Georgiana. 

Incloses  communication  from  Mr.  Whiting  in 
record  to  arrival  of  Georgiana  at  Nassau, 
with  request  that  it  may  be  laid  before 
Earl  Russell. 

Is  glad  to  learn  that  Georgiana  has  been 
driven  ashore. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
arrival  of  Georgiana  at  Nassau,  covering 
communication  from  Mr.  Whiting^ United 
States  consul  ab  Nassau,  and  Lord  Russell's 
acknowledgment  thereof. 


772 


777 

78e 

782 
783 
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lUtforcement  of  nealralitj  continued  in  Tolnme  II. 


RECOGNITION  OF  REBEL  BELLIGERENCY. 


CLAIMS  AGAINST  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


RECOGNITION  OF  EEBEL  BELLIGEEENOY  BY  GREAT  BRIT. 

AIN  AND  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Black  to  Mr.  Dallas. 

[Circular.] 

Xo.  304.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Wa^shington^  February  28,  1861. 

Sir  :  Yon  are,  of  course,  aware  that  the  election  of  last  November 
resulted  in  the  choice  of  Mr.  Abraham  Lincoln ;  that  he  was  the  candi- 
date of  the  republican  or  anti-slavery  party :  that  the  preceding  discus- 
sion had  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  toi)ics  connected,  directly  or 
indirectly,  with  the  subject  of  negro  slavery ;  that  every  northern  State 
c^st  its  whole  electoral  vote  (except  three  in  New  Jersey)  for  Mr.  Lin- 
cohi,  while  in  the  whole  South  the  popular  sentiment  against  him  was 
almost  absolutely  universal.  Some  of  the  southern  Stat-es,  immediately 
after  the  election,  took  measures  for  separating  themselves  from  the 
Union,  an<l  others  soon  followed  their  example.  Conventions  have  been 
called  in  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louis- 
iana, and  Texas,  and  those  conventions,  in  all  except  the  last-named 
State,  have  passed. ordinances  declaring  their  secession  from  the  federal 
government.  A  congress,  composed  of  representatives  from  the  six 
first-named  States,  has  been  assembled  for  some  time  at  Montgomery, 
Alabama.  By  this  body  a  provisional  constitution  has  been  framed  for 
what  it  styles  the  "  Confederated  States  of  America." 

It  is  not  improbable  that  persons  claiming  to  represent  the  States 
which  have  thus  attempted  to  throw  off  their  federal  obligations  will 
seek  a  recognition  of  their  independence  by  the  government  of  Great 
Britain.  In  the  event  of  such  an  effort  being  made,  you  are  expected 
hy  the  President  to  use  such  means  as  may  in  your  judgment  be  proper 
and  necessary  to  prevent  its  success. 

The  reasons  set  fortli  in  the  President's  message  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  in  support  of  his  opinion  that  the  States 
have  no  constitutional  power  to  secede  from  the  Union,  are  still  unan- 
swered, and  are  believed  to  be  unanswerable.  The  grounds  uj)on  which 
they  have  attempted  to  justify  the  revolutionary  act  of  severing  the 
Imnds  which  connect  them  with  their  sister  States  are  regarded  as 
wholly  insufllcient.  This  government  has  not  relinquished  its  constitu- 
tional jurisdiction  withiil  the  teiTitory  of  those  States,  and  does  not 
design  to  do  so. 

It  must  be  very  evident  that  it  is  the  right  of  this  government  to  ask 
of  all  foreign  powers  that  tlie  latter  shall  take  no  steps  which  may  tend 
to  encourage  the  revolutionary  movement  of  the  seceding  States,  or  in- 
crease the  danger  of  disaffection  in  those  which  still  remain  loyal.  The 
President  feels  assured  that  the  governnient  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  will 
not  do  anything  in  these  affairs  inconsistent  with  the  friendship  which 
this  government  has  always  heretofore  exi>erienced  from  her  and  her 
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ancestors.  If  the  independence  of  the  ^^Confederated  States"  should 
be  acknowledged  by  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  it  would  tend  to  disturb 
the  friendly  relations,  diplomatic  and  commercial,  now  existing  between 
those  powers  and  the  United  States.  All  these  are  consequences  which 
the  court  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  will  not  fail  to  see  are  adverse  to  the 
interests  of  Great  Britain  as  well  as  to  those  of  this  country. 

Your  familiar  knowledge  of  our  political  institutions  will  enable  you 
to  explain  satisfactorily  the  causes  of  our  jjresent  domestic  troubles,  and 
the  grounds  of  the  hope  still  entertained  that  entire  harmony  will  soon 
be  restored. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  BLACK. 

George  M.  Dallas,  Esq.,  London^  cfec,  &c,^  &c. 

The  same,  mutatis  mutandwy  to  W.  Preston,  Esq.,  Madrid ;  E.  G.  Fair, 
Esq.,  Brussels;  Theo.  S.  Fay,  Esq.,  Berne;  Jos.  A.Wright,  Esq., 
Berlin;  J.  G.  Jones,  Esq.,  Vienna;  J.  Williams,  Esq.,  Constantino- 
ple; Charles  J.  Faulkner,  Esq.,  Paris;  Plenry  0.  Murphy,  Esq., 
Hague ;  John  Appleton,  Esq.,  St.  Petersburg. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dallas. 


CIRCULAR. 


[Communicated  to  Lord  RusseU  by  Mr.  Dallas,  April  8 — British  Blue  Book,  No.  1  of 
1862,  p.  17. — Helatiug  to  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States.] 

[Extracts.] 

Depaet>ient  of  State, 

Washington,  March  9,  1861. 

SiE :  My  predecessor,  in  his  dispatch  No,  304  addressed  to  you  on  the 
28th  of  February  last,  instructed  you  to  use  all  proper  and  necessary 
measures  to  prevent  tlie  success  of  eftbrts  which  may  be  made  by  persons 
claiming  to  represent  those  States  of  this  Uuion  in  whose  name  a  pro- 
visional government  has  been  announced  to  procure  a  recognition  of 
their  indei)eudence  by  the  government  of  Great  Britain. 

I  am  now  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  inform 
you  that,  having  assumed  the  administration  of  the  government  in  pur- 
suance of  an  unquestioned  election  and  of  the  directions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, he  renews  the  injunction  wliidi  I  have  mentioned,  and  relies 
upon  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  possible  diligence  and  fidelity  on  your 
part  to  counteract  and  prevent  the  designs  of  those  who  would  invoke 
foreign  intervention  to  embarrass  or  overthrow  tlie  republic. 

When  you  reflect  on  the  novelty  of  such  designs,  their  unpatriotic  and 
revolutionary  character,  and  the  long  train  of  evils  which  must  follow 
directly  or  consequentially  from  even  tlieir  partial  or  temporary  success, 
the  President  feels  assured  tliat  you  will  justly  appreciate  and  cordially 
approve  the  caution  which  prompts  this  communication. 

1  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  tlie  address  pronounced  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  taking  the  constitutional  oath  of  office.  It  sets  forth  clearly 
the  errors  of  the  misguided  partisans  who  are  seeking  to  dismember  the 
Union,  the  grounds  on  which  the  conduct  of  those  partisans  is  disal- 
lowed, and  aLso  the  general  policy  which  the  government  will  pursue 
with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  domestic  peace  and  order,  and  the 
maintenance  and  i)reservation  of  the  federal  Union. 
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Yon  will  lose  no  time  in  submitting  this  address  to  the  British  minis- 
ter for  foreign  affairs,  and  in  assuring  him  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  entertains  a  full  confidence  in  the  speedy  restoration  of 
the  harmony  and  unity  of  the  government  by  a  firm,  yet  just  and  liberal 
bearing,  co-operating  with  the  deliberate  and  loyal  action  of  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

*****  *  *** 

The  United  States  have  had  too  many  assurances  and  manifestations 
of  the  friendship  and  goodwill  of  Great  Britain  to  entertain  any  doubt 
that  these  considerations,  and  such  others  as  your  own  large  experience 
of  the  working  of  our  federal  system  will  suggest,  will  have  their  just 
influence  with  the  British  government,  and  will  prevent  that  govern- 
ment from  yielding  to  solicitations  to  intervene  in  any  unfriendly  way 

in  the  domestic  concerns  of  our  country. 

•  •  *  **  *  *  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
George  M.  Dallas,  Esq.,  London. 

The  ^xvciQ^  mutatis  mutandis^  to  E.  G.  Fair,  Esq.,  Brussels;  Theo.  S. 
Fay,  Esq,,  Berne ;  Jos.  A.  Wright,  Esq.,  Berlin ;  J.  G.  Jones,  Esq., 
Vienna.;  J.Williams,  Esq., Constantinople;  Charles  J.Faulkner, Esq., 
Paris;  John  Appleton,  Esq.,  St. Petersburg ;  Henry C. Murphy,  Esq., 
Hague ;  W^illiam  Preston,  Esq.,  Madrid. 


[Inclosure.] 

Extracts  from  the  inaugural  address  of  President  Lincoln  delivered  on  the 

fourth  of  Marchy  1861. 

•  ••******• 

I  hold  that,  in  contemplation  of  universal  law,  and  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  Union  of  these  States  is  perpetual.  Perpetuity  is  implied,  if 
not  expressed,  in  the  fundamental  law  of  all  national  governments.  It 
is  safe  to  assert  tbat  no  government  proper  ever  liad  a  pro\  ision  in  its 
organic  la\Y  for  its  own  termination.  Continue  to  execute  all  the  express 
provisions  of  our  national  Constitution,  and  the  Union  will  endure  for- 
ever— it  being  impossible  to  destroy  it  except  by  some  action  not  pro- 
vided for  in  the  instrument  itself. 

•  •  *,*  *  *  *  *  * 

It  follows,  from  these  views,  that  no  State,  upon  its  own  mere  motion, 
can  lawfully  get  out  of  the  Union;  that  resolves  and  ordinances  to  that 
effect  are  legally  void;  and  that  acts  of  violence,  within  any  State  or 
States,  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  are  insurrectionary 
or  revolutionary,  according  to  circumstances. 

I,  therefore,  consider  that,  in  view  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws, 
the  Union  is  unbroken,  and,  to  the  extent  of  my  ability,  I  shall  take 
care,  as  the  Constitution  itself  expressly  enjoins  upon  me,  that  the  laws 
of  the  Union  be  faithfully  executed  in  all  the  States.  Doing  this  I  deem 
to  be  only  a  simple  duty  on  my  part;  and  I  shall  perform  it,  so  far  as 
practicable,  unless  my  rightful  masters,  the  American  'people,  shall 
withhold  the  requisite  means,  or,  in  some  authoritative  mannt»r,  direct 
the  contrary.  1  trust  this  will  not  be  regarded  as  a  mena(;e,  but  only  as 
the  declared  purpose  of  the  Union,  that  it  will  constitutionally  defend 
and  maintain  itself. 
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Mr,  Ballads  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  325.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  22,  1861. 

Sib:  I  have  recently  liad  the  honor  to  receiv^e  your  dispatches,  num- 
bered 304  and  305. 

*  *  *  .  *  *  •  • 

Having  noticed  that  the  dispateh  No.  304,  bearing  date  the  28th  of 
February,  respecting  the  newly -formed  confederacy  of  seceded  States, 
was  in  harmony  as  well  with  the  views  enunciated  in  the  inaugural 
address  on  the  4th  instant  as  with  those  of  the  presidential  message  of 
December  last,  I  lost  no  time  in  seeking  an  interview  with  her  Majesty's 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and  in  stating  the  oppo- 
sition which  I  am  in  that  dispatch  instructed  to  make  to  any  recogni- 
tion by  the  Queen  of  England  of  the  independence  of  those  who  have 
thus  attempted  to  throw  off  their  federal  obligations. 

The  necessary  opportunity  was  accorded  to  me  on  the  day  after  my 
receipt  of  the  dispatch,  yesterday.  Lord  John  Russell  then  listened  to 
the  connuunication  as  one  he  expected;  though  on  its  puiT)ort  the 
British  cabinet,  if  they  had  interchanged  opinions  at  all,  had  reached 
no  definite  conclusion  as  to  tlieir  proper  course  of  action.         ' 

I  took  the  liberty  to  inquire  whether  any  one  professing  to  represent 
the  southern  republic  had  approached  this  government  on  the  subject, 
and  his  lordship,  with  prompt  frankness,  assured  me  that  he  felt  no  hesi- 
tation in  answering  in  the  negative*,  adding  that  he  had  been  shown  a 
private  letter  from  which  he  inferred  that  accredited  ministers  or  com- 
missioners, authorized  to  negotiate  for  the  recognition,  would  shortly  be 
sent  by  the  provisional  authorities  of  Montgomery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DALLAS. 

The  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State,  Washinijton. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  1862,  No.  1,  p.  14.] 

No.  19. 

Lord  J.  Russell  to  Mr.  Dallas. 

Foreign  Office,  March  21, 1861. 

Lord  John  Eussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Dallas,  and  has 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  him  herewith  a  draft  of  a  dispatch  which  he 
proposes  to  address  to  Lord  Lyons,  her  Majesty's  minister  at  \yashing- 
ton,  with  reference  to  their  conversation  of  yesterday,  and  to  request 
that  Mr.  Dallas  will  be  good  enough  to  inform  him  whether  he  has  cor- 
rectly represented  the  purport  of  the  dispatch  from  Judge  Black. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America/'  1862,  No.  1,  p.  14,] 

No.  20. 

Mr.  Dallas  to  Lord  J.  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London.  March  21,  18G1. 

^h\  Dallas  presents  his  compliments  to  Lord  John  Kussell,  and, 
returning  the  draft  of  a  proposed  dispatch  to  Lord  Lyons,  begs,  in 
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answer  to  the  question  put  to  him,  to  express  his  opinion  that  the  pur- 
port of  the  note  from  Judge  Black,  read  to  his  lordship  yesterday,  is 
correctly  represented  in  that  dispatch. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America/'  1862,  No.  1,  p.  14.] 

No.  21. 

Lard  J.  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Foreign  Office,  March  22, 1861.  , 

My  Lord  :  The  American  minister  called  upon  me  yesterday  after- 
noon, and  read  to  me  a  dispatch  of  Judge  Black,  dated  the  28th  of 
Febniary. 

In  this  dispatch  Judge  Black  expresses  his  conviction  that  States 
which  have  separated  from  the  United  States  without  any  legal  or  con- 
stitutional right  to  do  so  will  not  be  acknowledged  as  independent  states 
by  Great  Britain.  Her  Majesty's  government  have  shown,  he  said,  so 
triendly  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  United  States,  that  it  is  due 
to  them  to  state  that  the  United  States  have  not  acknowledged  the 
right  of  the  seceding  States  to  claim  independence,  and  do  not  design  to 
do  so. 

I  replied  to  Mr.  Dallas  shortly  and  verbally,  stating  that,  even  if  the 
government  of  the  United  States  had  been  willing  to  acknowledge  the 
separation  of  the  seceding  States  as  founded  in  right,  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment would  have  seen  with  great  concern  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  which  bound  together  the  members  of  the  American  republic. 
That  the  opposition  of  the  gov^ernment  of  the  United  States  to  any  such 
separation,  and  the  denial  by  them  of  its  legality,  would  make  her 
Majesty's  government  very  reluctant  to  take  any  step  which  might 
encourage  or  sanction  the  separation.  That,  howev-er,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  state,  at  the  present  moment,  in  what  shape  the  question  might 
present  itself;  nor  was  it  in  mj' power  to  bind  the  British  government 
to  any  particular  course  of  conduct  in  cases  of  which  the  circumstances 
and  the  significance  were  at  present  unkno>^n  to  us. 
1  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Dallas  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  329.]    .  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches, 
numbered  300  and  307,  and  a  circular,  dated  the  9th  of  March,  1801, 
resi)ecting  the  probable  efforts  of  persons  claiming  to  represent  a  southern 
provisional  government  to  obtain  the  recognition  of  their  independence 
by  Great  Britain. 

Respecting  this  last-mentioned  subject,  I  addressed  yesterday,  as  soon 
as  your  instruction  was  received,  a  note  to  her  Majesty's  principal  sec- 
retary of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  requesting  an  early  interview,  deeming 
it  not  impossible  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  send  you  something  by  this 
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steamer.  My  note,  however,  is*  yet  unanswered,  owing,  I  presume,  to 
tlie  absence  of  Lord  John  Russell  from  town.  The  commissioners  from 
the  new  confederacy  have  not  yet  arrived,  and  may  not  arrive  until  late 
in  this  month.    You  were  apprised  by  my  dispatch  of  the  22d  ultimo, 

gTo.  325,)  that,  on  the  receipt  from  the  department  of  your  predecessor's 
o.  304, 1  had  lost  no  time  in  placing  the  matter  properly  before  this 
government.    Your  own  views  will  be  communicated  in  greater  fullness 

when  the  opportunity  is  allowed  me. 

**  •  •  *  *  •  •  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DALLAS. 

The  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sea^etary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dallas  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  330.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londonj  April  9, 1861. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  of  the  otli  instant,  (No.  329,)  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  state  that  Lord  John  Russell  accorded  me  an  interview 
at  the  Foreigu  Office  yesterday,  and  enabled  me  to  submit  fully  to  his  con- 
sideration the  representations  of  your  circular  [of  March  9]  with  the 
inaugural  address  of  the  President. 

We  conversed  for  some  time  on  the  question  of  recognizing  the 
alleged  southern  confederacy,  of  which  no  representative  has  yet  ap- 
peared, and  may  not  appear  until  the  end  of  tbe  month. 

His  lordship  assured  me  with  great  earnestness  that  tliere  was  not 
the  slightest  disposition  in  the  British  government  to  grasp  at  any  advan- 
tage which  might  be  supposed  to  arise  from  the  unpleasant  domestic 
diti'erences  in  the  Unitecl  States,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  would 
be  highly  gratified  if  those  ditterences  were  adjusted  and  the  Union 
restored  to  its  former  unbroken  position. 

I  pressed  upon  him,  in  concluding,  if  that  were  the  case — and  I  was 
quite  convinced  that  it  was-^how  important  it  nnist  be  that  this  coun- 
try and  France  should  abstain,  at  least  for  a  considerable  time,  from 
doing  what,  by  encouraging  groundless  hopes,  would  widen  a  breach 
still  thought  capable  of  being  closed. 

He  seemed  to  think  the  matter  not  ripe  for  decision  one  way  or  the 
other,  and  remarked  that  w^hat  he  had  siiid  was  all  that  at  present  it 
was  in  his  power  to  say.  The  coming  of  my  successor,  Mr.  Adams, 
looked  for  from  week  to  week,  would  doubtless  be  regaixled  as  the 
appropriate  and  natural  occasion  for  iinally  discussing  and  determining 
the  question.  In  the  intermediate  time,  whatever  of  vigilance  and 
activity  may  be  necessary  shall,  of  course,  and  as  a  high  duty,  be 
exerted. 

English  opinion  tends  rather,  I  apprehend,  to  the  theory  that  a  peace- 
ful separation  may  work  beneficially  for  both  groups  of  States  and  not 
injuriously  aftect  the  rest  of  the  world.  They  cannot  be  expected  to 
appreciate  the  weakness,  discredit,  complications,  and  dangers  which 
we  instin(;tively  and  justly  ascribe  to  disunion. 

I  beg  to  add  that  a  phase  of  this  subject  will  be  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to-night  by  Lord  Alfred  Churchill,  and  that  on  the 
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15th  instant  a  motion  favoring  the  recognition  will  be  .pressed  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Gregory,  member  for  Galway. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DALLAS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

[For  parliamentary  notices  relating  to  belligerent  recognition,  see 
Parliamentary  and*  Judicial  Appendix  No.  1.] 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1,  p.  19.] 

No.  26. 
Lord  J.  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office,  April  12, 1861. 

My  Lordc  Mr.  Dallas  called  upon  me  on  the  8th  instant,  in  pursuance 
of  an  appointment,  and  communicated  to  me  a  dispatch  which  he  had 
received  from  Mr.  Seward,  United  States  Secretiiry  of  State,  and  of 
which  I  inclose  a  copy.* 

There  are  several  passages  in  this  dispatch  at  which  I  might  have 
taken  exception,  bat  1  thought  it  best  not  to  raise  unnecessary  ques- 
tions; I  therefore  confined  myself  to  the  following  observations : 

1  said  that  it  was  not  the  wish  or  intention  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  pronounce  any  judgment  on  the  causes  which  had  induced 
seven  of  the  United  States  to  secede  from  the  rest.  Whether,  as 
to  the  past,  those  States  had  reason  to  complain  that  the  terms  of  the 
compact  of  union  had  not  been  observed,  or  whether  they  had  reason 
to  apprehend  that,  for  the  future,  justice  would  not  be  done  to  them, 
were  questions  which  lier  Majesty's  government  did  not  i)retend  to 
decide-  They  had  seen  in  the  United  States  a  free  and  prosperous  com- 
munity, with  which  they  had  been  happy  to  maintain  the  most  amicable 
relations. 

Now  that  a  secession  had  taken  place,  they  were  in  no  hurry  to  recog- 
nize the  separation  as  complete  and  final.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
could  not  bind  her  Majesty's  government,  nor  tell  how  and  when  cir- 
cumstances might  arise  which  would  make  a  decision  necessary.  That 
I  must,  therefore,  decline  to  enter  into  any  further  discussion  at  the 
preijent  moment,  and  could  only  assure  him  of  oiu'  regret  at  the  events 
which  had  recently  occurred. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[  Extracts.  ] 

No.  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  April  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  Although  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  possess  adjacent 
dominions  of  large  extent,  and  although  they  divide  not  very  unequally 

•  See  circular  of  March  9,  ante. 
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a  considerable  portion  of  the  commerce  of  the  world,  3'et  there  are  at 
present  only  two  questions  in  debate  between  them.  One  of  these  con- 
cerns the  line  of  boundary  running  through  Puget's  Sound,  and  involves 
the  title  to  the  island  of  San  Juan.  The  other  relates  to  a  proposition 
for  extinguishing  the  interest  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  Puget's  Sound 
Agricultural  Companies  in  the  Territory  of  Washington.  The  discussion 
of  these  questions  has  hitherto  been  ciuried  on  here,  and  there  is  no 
necessity  for  removing  it  to  London.  It  is  expected  to  proceed  amicably 
and  result  in  satisfactory  conclusions.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  on  first 
thought,  that  you  would  find  nothing  more  to  do  in  England  than  to 
observe  and  report  current  events,  and  to  cultivate  friendly  sentiments 
there  towards  the  United  States.  Xevertheless,  the  peculiar  condition 
of  our  country  in  the  present  juncture  renders  these  duties  a  task  of  con- 
siderable delica(i3'. 

You  will  readily  understand  me  as  alluding  to  the  attempts  which  are 
being  made  by  a  misguided  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  to  detach  some 
of  the  States  and  to  combine  them  in  a  new  organization  under  the  name 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  The  agitators  in  this  bad  enter- 
prise, justly  estimating  the  influence  of  the  European  powers  upon  even 
American  affairs,  do  not  mistake  in  supi)osing  that  it  would  derive  sig- 
nal advantage  from  a  recognition  by  any  of  those  powers,  and  especially 
Great  Britain.  Your  task,  therefore,  apparently  so  simple  and  easy, 
involves  the  responsibility  of  preventing  the  commission  of  an  act  "by  tbe 
government  of  that  country  which  would  be  fraught  with  disaster,  per- 
haps ruin,  to  our  own. 

It  is  much  to  be  deplored  that  our  representatives  are  to  meet  abroad 
agents  of  disunion,  seeking  foreign  aid  to  effect  what,  unaided,  is  already 
seen  to  be  desperate.  Y^ou  need  not  be  informed  that  their  success  in 
Great  Britain  would, probably  render  their  success  eavsy  elsewhere. 

If,  as  the  President  does  not  at  all  apprehend,  you  shall  unhappily  find 
her  Majesty's  government  tolerating  the  application  of  the  so-called 
seceding  States,  or  wavering  about  it,  you  will  not  leave  them  to  supi>ose 
for  a  moment  that  they  can  grant  that  application  and  remain  the  friends 
of  the  United  States.  Y^ou  may  even  assure  them  promptly  in  that  case 
that  if  they  determine  to  recognize,  they  may  at  the  same  time  prepare 
to  enter  into  alliance  with  the  enemies  of  this  republic.  You  alone  will 
represent  your  country  at  London,  and  you  will  represent  the  whole  of 
it  there.  When  you  are  asked  to  divide  that  duty  with  others,  diplo- 
matic relations  between  the  government  of  Great  Britain  and  this  gov- 
ernment will  be  suspended,  and  will  remain  so  until  it  shall  be  seen  which 
of  the  two  is  most  strongly  entrenched  in  the  confidence  of  their  respect- 
ive nations  and  of  mankind. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  •  *•* 

We  freely  admit  that  a  nation  may,  and  even  ought,  to  recognize  a  new 
state  which  has  absolutely  and  bpyond  question  effected  its  independ- 
ence, and  permanently  established  its  sovereignty ;  and  that  a  recogni- 
tion in  such  a  case  affords  no  just  cause  of  oft'ense  to  the  government  of 
the  country  from  which  the  new  state  has  so  detached  itself.  On  tbe 
other  hand,  we  insist  that  a  nation  that  recognizes  a  revolutionary  state, 
with  a  view  to  aid  in  effecting  its  sovereignty  and  independence,  com- 
mits a  great  wrong  against  the  nation  whose  integrity  is  thus  invaded, 
and  makes  itself  responsible  for  a  just  and  ample  redress. 

In  the  circumstances  of  the  present  case,  it  is  clear  that  a  recognition 
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of  the  so-called  confederate  nation  must  be  deemed  eqiiivalent  to  a 
deliberate  resolution  by  ber  Majesty's  government  that  this  American 
Union,  which  has  so  long  constituted  a  sovereign  nation,  shall  be  now 
permanently  dissolved,  and  cease  to  exist  forever. 

It  remains  to  bring  out  distinctly  a  consideration  to  which  I  have 
already  adverted.  Great  Britain  has  within  the  last  forty-five  years 
changed  character  and  pui-pose.  She  has  become  a  power  for  pro- 
duction rather  than  a  power  for  destruction.  She  is  committed,  as  it 
seems  to  us,  to  a  policy  of  industry,  not  of  ambition;  a  policy  of  peace, 
not  of  war.  One  has  only  to  compare  her  present  domestic  condition 
with  that  of  any  former  period  to  see  that  this  new^  career  on  w  hich  she 
has  entered  is  as  wise  as  it  is  hunume  and  beneficent.  Her  success  in 
this  career  requires  peace  throughout  the  civilized  world,  and  nowhere 
so  much  as  on  this  continent.  Kecognition  by  her  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  would  be  intervention  and  war  in  this  country. 
Permanent  dismemberment  of  the  American  Union  in  consequence  of 
that  intervention  would  be  perpetual  war — civil  war.  The  new  con- 
federacy, which  in  that  case  (ireat  Britain  would  have  aided  into 
existence,  must,  like  any  other  new  state,  seek  to  expand  itself  north- 
ward, westward,  and  southward.  What  i)art  of  this  continent  or  of 
the  adjacent  islands  would  be  expected  to  remain  in  peace  ? 

Tlie  Prcvsident  would  regard  it  as  inconsistent  with  his  habitually 
high  consideration  for  the  government  and  people  of  Great  Britain  to 
allow  me  to  dwell  longer  on  the  merely  commercial  aspects  of  the 
question  under  discussion.  Indeed,  he  will  not  for  a  moment  believe 
that,  upon  consideration  of  merely  financial  gain,  that  government 
could  be  induced  to  lend  its  aid  to  a  revolution  designed  to  overthrow 
the  institutions  of  this  country,  and  involving  ultimately  the  destruction 
of  the  liberties  of  the  American  people. 

To  recognize  the  independence  of  a  new  state,  and  so  favor,  possibly 
determine,  its  admission  into  the  family  of  nations,  is  the  highest 
IK)ssible  exercise  of  sovereign  power,  because  it  affects  in  any  case  the 
welfai-e  of  two  nations,  and  often  the  peace  of  the  world.  In  the 
European  s^  stem  this  power  is  now  seldom  attempted  to  be  exercised 
without  invoking  a  consultation  or  congress  of  nations.  That  system 
has  not  been  extended  to  this  continent.  But  there  is  CAena  gi'eater 
necessity  for  prudencb  in  sucli  cases  in  regard  to  American  States  than 
in  regard  to  the  nations  of  Europe.  A  revolutionary  change  of  dyuiisty, 
or  even  a  disorganization  and  recombination  of  one  or  many  states, 
therefore,  do  not  long  or  deeply  att'ect  the  general  interests  of  society, 
because  the  ways  of  trade  and  habits  of  society  remain*  the  same.  But 
a  radical  change  effected  in  the  political  combinations  existing  on  this 
continent,  followed,  as  it  probably  would  be,  by  moral  convulsions  of 
incalculable  magnitude,  would  threaten  the  stability  of  society  through- 
out the  world. 

Humanity  has,  indeed,  little  to  hope  for,  if  it  shall,  in  this  age  of  high 
improvement,  be  dexiided  without  a  trial  that  the  principle  of  interna-* 
tioMal  law,  which  regards  nations  as  moral  persons,  bound  so  to  act  as 
to  do  to  each  other  the  least  injury  and  the  most  good,  is  merely  an 
abstraction  too  refined  to  be  reduced  into  practice  l)y  the  enlightened 
nations  of  western  Europe.  Seen  in  the  light  of  this  principle,  the 
several  nations  of  the  earth  constitute  one  gieat  federal  republic. 
When  one  of  them  casts  its  suffrages  for  the  admission  of  a  new 
member  into  that  republic,  it  ought  to  act  under  a  profound  sense  of 
moral  obligation,  and  be  governed  by  considerations  as  pure,  disinter- 
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ested,  and  elevated  as  tlie  general  interest  of  society  and  the  advance- 
ment of  hiiman  nature. 

The  British  emi>ire  itself  is  an  aggregation  of  divers  communities 
which  cover  a  large  portion  of  the  earth  and  embrace  one-fifth  of  its 
entire  population.  Some,  at  least,  of  these  communities  are  held  to 
their  places  in  that  system  by  bonds  as  fragile  as  the  obligations  of  our 
own  federal  Union.  The  strain  will  some  time  come  which  is  to  try  the 
strengtli  of  these  bonds,  though  it  will  be  of  a  diiferent  kind  from  that 
which  is  trying  the  cords  of  our  confederation.  Would  it  be  wise  for 
her  Majesty's  government  on  this  occasion  to  set  a  dangerons  precedent^ 
or  provoke  retaliation!  If  Scotland  and  Ireland  are  at  last  reduced 
to  quiet  contentment,  has  Great  Britain  no  dependency,  island,  or 
province  left  exposed  along  the  whole  circle  of  her  empire,  from  Gibral- 
tar through  the  West  Indies  and  Canada  till  it  begins  again  on  the 
southern  extremity  of  Africa  ! 

The  President  will  not  dwell  on  the  pleasing  recollection  that  Great 
Britain,  not  yet  a  year  ago,  manifested  by  marked  attention  to  the 
United  States  her  desire  for  a  cordial  reunion,  which,  all  ancient  preju- 
dices and  passions  being  buried,  should  be  a  pledge  of  mutual  interest 
and  sympathy  forever  thereafter.  The  United  States  are  not  indifferent 
to  the  circumstances  of  common  descent,  language,  customs,  sentiments, 
and  religion,  which  recommend  a  closer  sympathy  between  themselves 
and  Great  Britain  than  either  might  expect  in  its  intercourse  with  any 
other  nation.  The  United  States  are  one  of  many  nations  which  have 
sprung  from  Great  Britain  herself.  Other  such  nations  are  rising  up  iu 
various  parts  of  the  globe.  It  has  been  thought  by  many  who  have 
studied  the  i^hilosophy  of  modern  history  profoundly  that  the  success 
of  the  nations  thus  deriving  their  descent  from  Great  Britain  might, 
through  many  ages,  reflect  back  upon  that  kingdom  the  j>roper  glories 
of  its  own  great  career.  The  government  and  people  of  Great  Britain 
may  mistake  their  commercial  interests,  but  they  cannot  become  either 
unnatural  or  indifferent  to  the  impulses  of  an  undying  ambition  to  be 
distinguished  as  the  leaders  of  the  nations  in  the  ways  of  civilization 
and  humanity. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


President  Lincoln^g  proclamation  of  April  15,  1861,  calling  for   75,000 

IState  militia^  to  suppress  the  insurrection, 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  the  laws  of  the  United  States  have  been  for  some  time 
I>ast,  and  now  are,  opposed,  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  in 
the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississipiu, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed 
by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested 
in  the  marshals  by  law : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  virtue  of  the  i)ower  in  me  vested  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws, 
have  thought  fit  to  call  forth,  and  hereby  do  call  forth,  the  militia  of 
the  several  States  of  the  Union,  to  the  aggregate  number  of  seventy- 
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five  thousand,  in  order  to  suppress  said  combinations,  and  to  cause  the 
laws  to  be  duly  executed. 

The  details  for  this  object  will  be  immediately  communicated  to  the 
State  authorities  through  the  War  Department. 

I  appeal  to  all  lo^al  citizens  to  favor,  facilitate,  and  aid  this  effort  to 
maintain  the  honor,  the  integrity,  and  the  existence  of  our  nations^ 
Union,  and  the  perpetuity  of  popular  government,  and  to  redress 
wrongs  already  long  enough  endured. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  say  that  the  first  service  assigned  to  the  forces 
hereby  called  forth  will  probably  be  to  repossess  the  forts,  places,  and 
property  which  have  been  seized  from  the  Union ;  and  in  every  event 
the  utmost  care  will  be  observed,  consistently  with  the  objects  afore- 
said, to  avoid  any  devastation,  any  destruction  of  or  interference  with 
property,  or  any  disturbance  of  peaceful  citizens  in  any  part  of  the 
country. 

And  I  hereby  command  the  persons  composmg  the  combinations 
aforesaid  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes 
within  twenty  days  from  this  date. 

Deeming  that  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs  presents  an 
extraordinary  occasion,  I  do  hereby,  in  virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested 
by  the  Constitution,  convene  both  houses  of  Congress. 

Senators  and  representatives  are  therefore  summoned  to  assemble 
at  their  respective  chambers,  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  on  Thursday,  the 
fourth  day  of  July  next^  then  and  there  to  consider  and  determine  such 
measures  as,  in  their  wisdom,  the  public  safety  and  interest  may  seem 
to  demand.  * 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  fifteenth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  and  of  the 
indejiendence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-fifth. 

[L.  8.]  ABEAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

•  William  H.  Sewasd,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Faulkner  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  119.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSy  April  16, 1861. 

Sm:  I  called  to-day  upon  Mr.  Thouvenel  at  the  ministry  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  was  promptly  admitted  to  an  intervfew.  Agreeably  to  your 
request,  I  handed  to  him  a  copy  of  the  inaugural  address  of  President 
Lincoln,  and  added  that  I  was  instructed  by  you  to  say  to  him  that  it 
embraced  the  views  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  upon  the  diffi- 
culties which  now  disturbed  the  harmony  of  the  American  Union,  and 
also  an  exposition  of  the  general  policy  which  it  was  the  purpose  of  the 
government  to  pursue  with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  domestic  peace 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  federal  Union. 

•  ••••••• 

I  said  to  him  that  the  President  thought  it  not  improbable  that  an 
appeal  would  be  made  before  long  by  the  ''Confederated  States"  to 

2  A  0— VOL.  I 
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foreign  powers,  and,  among  others,  to  the  government  of  France,  for  the 
recognition  of  their  independence;  that  no  such  appeal  having  yet  been 
made,  it  was  premature  and  out  of  place  to  discuss  any  of  the  points 
involved  in  that  delicate  and  important  inquiry;  but  the  government  of 
the  United  States  desired  the  fact  to  be  known  that,  whenever  any  such 
application  shall  be  made,  it  will  meet  with  opposition  from  the  minister 
who  shall  then  represent  that  government  at  tMs  court. 

Mr.  Thouvenel,  in  reply,  said  that  no  application  had  yet  been  made 
to  him  by  the  Confederated  States,  in  any  form,  for  the  recognition  of 
their  independence;  that  the  French  government  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  acting  hastily  upon  such  questions,  as  might  be  seen  by  its  tardiness 
in  recognizing  the  new  kingdom  of  Italy ;  that  he  believed  the  mainte- 
ntbice  of  the  federal  Union,  in  its  integrity,  was  to  be  desired  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  North  and  South,  as  well  as  for  the  interests  of 
France,  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  might  rest  well  assured 
tiiat  no  hasty  or  precipitate  action  would  be  taken  on  that  subject  by 
the  Emperor.  But  while  he  gave  utterance  of  these  views,  he  was 
equally  bound  to  say  that  the  practice  and  usage  of  the  present  century 
had  folly  established  the  right  of  de  facto  governments  to  recognition 
when  a  proper  case  was  made  out  for  the  decision  of  foreign  powers. 
Here  the  official  interview  ended. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  J.  FAULKNER 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Bine  Book,  No.  1, 1862,  "  North  America,"  p.  23.] 

No.  31. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  April  22, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  a  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  southern  confederacy  inviting  application  for  letters  of  marque, 
and  also  a  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  declaring 
that  southern  privateers  will  be  treated  as  pirates,  and  announcing  a 
blockade  of  the  southern  ports. 

I  lost  no  time  in  taking  measures  to  communicate  the  contents  of  these 
proclamations  as  fast  as  possible,  both  by  telegraph  and  post,  to  Bear- 
Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne.  The  subsequent  interruption  of  commu- 
nication with  the  North  has  prevented  my  learning  how  far  my  measures 
were  successful 

I  am  informed  that  an  official  notification  of  the  blockade  will  be  sent 
to  the  foreign  legations  here  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  season  during  which  British  vessels 
fipequent  southern  i)orts  closes  in  May  and  does  not  re-open  until  October. 

I  understand  that  some  alarm  is  felt  in  the  !N"orth  respecting  the  south- 
em  privateers,  but  it  must  be  supposed  that  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  will  suffice  to  arrest  their  operations.  If  these  privateers,  how- 
ever, make  any  head  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  it  may  perhaps  be  advisable 
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that  a  British  squadron  should  be  sent  there  to  insure  the  safety  of  the 
British  merchant  vessels. 

[For  communication  of  official  copy  of  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  April  19,  see  Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  Eussell,  of  the  27th  of  April. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extracts.] 

No,  3.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  22, 1861. 

The  agitators  in  this  case  have,  perhaps,  not  unnaturally  carried  their 
bad  cause  before  foreign  states  by  an  appeal  for  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence they  have  proclaimed,  and  which  they  are  committed  to  estab- 
lish by  arms.  Prudence  requires  that  we  oppose  that  appeal.  The  Presi- 
dent believes  that  you  will  be  able  to  do  this  in  such  a  manner  as  will  at 
once  comport  with  the  high  consideration  for  his  Imperial  M^esty 
which  this  government  habitually  entertains,  and  a  due  sense  of  the 
dignity  and  honor  of  the  American  people. 

•  ••••••• 

The  President  neither  expects  nor  desires  any  intervention,  or  even 
any  favor,  jQrom  the  government  of  France,  or  any  other,  in  this  emer- 
gency. Whatever  else  he  may  consent  to  do,  he  will  never  invoke  nor 
even  admit  foreign  interference  or  influence  in  this  or  any  other  contro- 
versy in  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  be  engaged 
with  any  portion  of  the  American  people.  It  has.  been  simply  his  aim 
to  show  that  the  present  controversy  fiiniishes  no  one  ground  on  which 
a  great  and  friendly  power,  like  France,  can  justly  lend  aid  or  sympathy 
to  the  party  engaged  in  insurrection,  and  therefore  he  instructs  you  to 
insist  on  the  practice  of  neutrality  by  the  government  of  the  Emperor, 
as  all  our  representatives  are  instructed  to  insist  on  the  neutrality. of  the 
several  powers  to  which  they  are  accredited. 

Not  entertaining  the  least  apprehension  of  the  departure  from  that 
course  by  his  Msgesty's  government,  it  is  not  without  some  reluctance 
that  the  President  consents  to  the  suggestion  of  some  considerations 
affecting  France  herself,  which  you  may  urge  in  support  of  it. 

•  ••••••• 

Foreign  intervention  would  oblige  us  to  treat  those  who  should  yield 
it  as  allies  of  the  insurrectionary  party,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  against 
them  as  enemies.  The  case  would  not  be  relieved,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
would  only  be  aggravated,  if  several  European  states  should  combine  in 
that  inter\'^ention.  The  President  and  the  people  of  the  United  States 
deem  the  Union,  which  would  then  be  at  stake,  worth  all  the  cost  and 
all  the  sacrifices  of  a  contest  with  the  world  in  arms,  if  such  a  contest 
should  prove  inevitable. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yoiur  obedient  8er\^ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  <fec.,  <fe(j.,  cfcc. 
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* 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  4.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa>8hington,  April  27,  1861. 

Sir:  a  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Mr.  Dallas,  dated  the 
9th  of  April  instant,  the  record  of  which  (No.  330)  you  doubtless  wiU 
find  in  the  archives  of  the  legation  when  you  shall  have  arrived  at 
London. 

In  that  paper  Mr.  Dallas  states  that  he  had  had  a  conversation  with 
Lord  John  Eussell,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  her  Britannic  Majes- 
ty's government,  on  the  subject  of  a  protest  against  any  recognition  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  the  protest  having  been  pre- 
sented to  him  by  Mr.  Dallas,  in  obedience  to  a  circular  letter  of  instruc- 
tions sent  to  him  from  this  department,  under  the  date  of  the  9th  ultimo. 

Mr.  Dallas  represents  that  his  lordship  assured  htm,  with  great  earn- 
estness, that  there  was  not  the  slightest  disposition  in  the  British  gov- 
ernment to  grasp  at  any  advantage  which  might  be  supposed  to  arise 
from  the  unpleasant  domestic  differences  in  the  United  States;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  would  be  highly  gratified  if  those  differences 
were  adjustea  and  the  XJnion  restored  to  its  former  unbroken  position. 

This,  by  itself,  would  be  very  gratifying  to  the  President.  Mt.  Dallas, 
however,  adds  that  he  endeavored  to  impress  upon  his  lordship  how 
important  it  must  be  that  Great  Britain  and  Prance  should  abstain,  at 
least  for  a  considerable  time,  from  doing  what,  by  encouraging  groundless 
hopes,  would  widen  a  breach  still  thought  capable  of  being  closed;  but 
that  his  lordship  seemed  to  think  the  matter  not  ripe  for  decision  one 
way  or  the  other,  and  remarked  that  what  he  had  already  said  was  all 
that  at  present  it  was  in  his  power  to  say. 

When  you  shall  have  read  the  instructions  at  large  which  have  been 
sent  to  you,  you  wiU  hardly  need  to  be  told  that  these  last  rematks  of  his 
lordship  are  by  no  means  satisfactory  to  this  government.  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  government  is  at  liberty  to  choose  whether  it  will  retain  tiie 
friendship  of  this  government  by  refusing  all  aid  and  comfort  to  its  ene- 
mies, now  in  flagrant  rebellion  against  it,  as  we  think  the  treaties  exist- 
ing Detween  the  two  countries  require,  or  whether  the  government  of 
her  Majesty  will  take  the  precarious  benefits  of  a  different  course. 

You  will  lose  no  time  in  making  known  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
government  that  the  President  regards  the  answer  of  his  lordship  as 
possibly  indicating  a  policy  that  this  government  would  be  obliged  to 
deem  injurious  to  its  rights  and  derogating  from  its  dignity. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAJtf  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adahs,  Bsq.,  dkc.j  dkcy  &c. 


•NOTIFICATION  OF  BLOCKADE. 

GIRCtTLAR. 

[Said  to  have  "been  unoffidally  communicated  to  the  British  government  by  Mr,  Dallas  in  Lon- 
don, May  11, 1861.] 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  April  20, 1861. 

Sir  :  As  it  is  not  improbable  that  mercenary  or  badly  enterprising  men, 
lured  by  the  seductions  held  out  in  a  recent  proclamation  under  the  pre- 
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tended  aathority  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  may 
attempt  to  fit  oat  privateers  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose 
of  agression  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  I  am  directed  by 
the  President  to  instruct  you  to  be  vigilant,  to  the  extent  of  your  power, 
toward  preventing  any  such  unlawful  purpose.  To  this  end  you  will 
promptly  impart  to  the  proper  authorities  any  facts  upon  the  subject 
which  may  come  to  your  knowledge.  A  copy  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation of  the  l^h  instant  is  herewith  inclosed,  from  which  you  will  per- 
ceive that  the  paios  and  penalties  of  piracy  will  be  visited  on  any  person 
who  may  molest  a  vessel  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
6.  M.  DaTiLAS,  Esq.,  &c.y  &c.^  (kc. 

The  same  mutatis  mutandis  to  diplomatic  and  consular  representatives 
abroad. 


BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP   AMERICA. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  an  insurrection  against  the  government  of  the  United  States 
has  broken  out  in  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  ALibama, 
Florida.  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue  cannot  be  effectually  executed 
therein  conformably  to  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  requires 
duties  to  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States ; 

And  whereas  a  combination  of  persons,  engage<l  in  such  insurrection, 
have  threatened  to  grant  pretended  letters  of  marque  to  authorize  the 
bearers  thereof  to  commit  assaults  on  the  lives,  vessels,  and  property  of 
good  citizens  of  the  country  lawfully  engaged  in  commerce  on  tiie  high 
Beas  and  in  waters  of  the  United  States ; 

And  whereas  an  executive  proclamation  has  been  already  issued, 
requiring  the  persons  engaged  in  these  disorderly  proceedings  to  desist 
therefirom,  calling  out  a  militia  force  for  the  purpose  of  repressing  the 
same,  and  convening  Congi^ess  in  extraordinary  session  to  deliberate  and 
determine  thereon : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  view  to  the  same  purposes  before  mentioned,  and  to  the  protection 
of  the  public  peace,  and  the  lives  and  property  of  quiet  and  orderly  citi- 
zens pursuing  their  lawful  occupations,  until  Congress  shall  have  assem- 
bled and  deliberated  on  the  said  unlawful  proceedings,  or  until  the  same 
shall  have  ceased,  have  further  deemed  it  advisable  to  set  on  foot  a  block- 
jvde  of  the  ports  within  the  States  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  law  of  nations  in  such  case  provided.  For 
this  purpose  a  competent  force  will  be  posted  so  as  to  prevent  entrance 
and  exit  of  vessels  from  the  ports  aforesaid.  If,  therefore,  with  a  view 
to  violate  such  blockade,  a  vessel  shall  approach,  or  shall  attempt  to  leave 
eittier  of  the  said  ports,  she  will  be  duly  warned  by  the  commander  of  one 
of  the  blockading  vessels,  who  will  indorse  on  her  register  the  fact  and 
date  of  such  warning,  and  if  the  same  vessel  shall  again  attempt  to  enter 
or  leave  the  blockaded  port,  she  will  be  captured  and  sent  to  the  nearest 
convenient  port,  for  such  proceedings  against  her  and  her  cargo  as  prize 
as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 

And  I  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  if  any  person,  under  the  pre- 


22  CLAIMS    AGAINST   GREAT    BRITAIN. 

tende<l  authority  of  the  said  States,  or  under  any  other  pretense,  shall 
molest  a  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or  the  persons  or  cargo  on  board  of 
her,  such  person  will  be  held  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  piracy. 

In  \iitne8S  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the 
r       ^  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  and 
I        'of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-fifth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Copied  from  the  New  York  Herald  of  April  20,  1861. — By  telegraph.] 

BLOCKADE  OF  THE  SOUTHEEN    PORTS — ^PROCLAMATION    FROM   PRESI- 
DENT LINCOLN. 

Washington,  April  19, 1861. 

The  President  has  issued  a  proclamation  stating  that  an  insun*ectioii 
against  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  broken  out  in  the 
States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Lou- 
isiana, and  Texas,  and  the  law  of  the  United  States  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  cannot  be  effectually  executed  therein  conformably  to 
that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  requires  duties  to  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  further  that  a  combination  of  per- 
sons engaged  in  such  insurrection  have  threatened  to  grant  pretended 
letters  of  marque  to  authorize  the  bearers  thereof  to  commi  assaults  on 
the  lives,  vessels  and  property  of  good  citizens  of  the  country  lawfully 
engaged  in  commerce  on  the  high  seas  and  in  the  waters  of  the  United 
States  and  whereas,  the  President  says  an  executive  proclamation  has 
already  been  issued  requimg  the  persons  engaged  in  these  disorderly 
proceedings  to  desist,  therefore  calling  out  a  militia  force  for  the  purpose 
of  repressing  the  same,  and  convening  Congress  in  extraordinary  session 
to  deliberate  and  determine  thereon.  The  President,  with  a  view  to  the 
same  purposes  before  mentioned,  and  to  the  protection  of  the  public 
peace,  and  the  lives  and  property  of  its  orderly  citizens  pursuing  their 
lawful  occupations,  until  Congress  shall  have  assembled  and  deliberated 
on  the  said  unlawftd  proceedings,  or  until  the  same  shall  have  ceased, 
has  further  deemed  it  advisable  to  set  on  foot  a  blocade  of  the  ports 
within  the  States  aforesaid  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  the  law  of  nations  in  such  cases  provided.  For  this  purpose 
a  competent  force  will  be  posted  so  as  to  prevent  the  entrance  and  exit 
of  vessels  from  the  ports  aforesaid.  If,  therefore,  with  a  view  to  violate 
the  blockade,  a  vessel  shall  attempt  to  leave  any  of  the  said  ports,  she 
will  be  duly  warned  by  the  commander  of  one  of  the  said  blockading  ves- 
sels, who  will  endorse  on  her  register  the  fact  and  date  of  such  warnipg, 
and  if  the  same  vessel  still  again  attempt  to  enter  or  leave  the  block- 
aded she  will  be  captured  and  sent  to  the  nearest  convenient  port  for 
such  proceedings  against  her  and  her  cargo  as  may  be  deemed  ad\is- 
able. 

[The  above  is  a  true  copy,  word  for  word  and  letter  for  letter,  firom  the 
newspaper  named,  and  being  republished  in  the  London  pai)ers  of  May 


CLAIMS   AGAINST   GBEAT   BRITAIN.  23 

3,  is  the  ohly  notification  of  the  blockade  which  the  authorities  at  Lon- 
don received  previous  to  the  unofficial  copy  transmitted  by  Lord  Lyons 
April  22,  marked  "received  May  10,"  and  the  offi^nal  copy  transmitted 
April  27  and  "received  May  14.'^] 


Proclamation  of  April  27,  extending  the  blockade, 

BY  THE  PBESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AHEBIOA. 

A  proclamation. 

Wliereas,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  proclamation  of  the  19th 
instant,  a  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Florida,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Texas  was  ordered  to  be 
established; 

And  whereas,  since  that  date,  public  property  of  the  United  States 
has  been  seized,  the  collection  or  the  revenue  obstructed,  and  duly  com- 
nussioned  officers  of  the  United  States,  while  engaged  in  executing  the 
orders  of  their  superiors,  have  been  arrested  and  held  in  custody  as  pris- 
oners, or  have  been  impeded  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties 
without  due  legal  process,  by  persons  claiming  to  act  under  authorities 
of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 

An  efficient  blockade  of  the  ports  of  those  States  will  also  be  estab- 
lished. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
[l.  s.]    one,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-fifth. 

ABRAHAM  LmCOLK 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Offieial  noUftcation  of  proclatnations  of  blockade  of  April  19  and  27,  1861, 
with  the  respective  dates  of  their  receipt  in  London, 

[From  British  Blue  Book  of  1861^  entitled  ''  Correspondence  with  the  United  States 

goYernmeut  respecting  blockade/'  p.  1.] 

No.  1. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J,  Russell, 

[Extract.] 

WASHiNaTON,  April  27 j  1861. 

1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
note  which  I  havi^  received  to-day  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  communicating  to  me  printed  copies  of  the  President's 
proclamation  of  the  19th  AprU,  declaring  a  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the 
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States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Louisiana,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Texas.  I  inclose  two  of  tiiose  copies  of  the  proclamation 
whicn  were  sent  to  me  with  the  note. 

The  Secretary  of  State  further  informs  me,  in  the  same  note,  that 
another  proclamation  has  been  signed  by  the  President,  establishing  a 
blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Korth  Carolina. 


[Inclofiure  No.  1.] 

Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  27,  1861. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  Lord  Lyons  the  accompanying  printed  copies 
of  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  19th  instant,  declaring  a  blockade 
of  the  ports  of  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas. 

The,  undersigned  has  the  honor  also  to  inform  Lord  Lyons  that  another 
proclamation  has  been  signed  by  the  President,  and  will  be  published 
to-morrow,  establishing  a  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina. 

The  undersigned,  &c., 

WILLLIM  H.  SEWAED. 

[For  inclosure  No.  2,  which  is  the  proclamation  communicated,  see 
ante  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dallas,  of  April  20.] 


[From  British  Blue  Book  of  1861,  entitled  '^  Correspondence  with  the*United  States 

government  respecting  blockade/'  p.  3.  J 

No.  2. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  BusselL 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  May  2, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  note  by  which  I 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Seward's  note  of  the  27th  ultimo, 
announcing  the  intention  of  this  government  to  set  on  foot  a  blockade 
of  the  southern  ports.  I  was  careftil  so  to  word  my  note  as  to  show  that 
I  accepted  Mr.  Seward's  communication  as  an  announcement  of  an  inten- 
tion to  set  on  foot  a  blockade,  not  as  a  notification  of  the  actual  com- 
mencement of  one.  I  believe  that  most  of  my  colleagues  made  answers 
in  the  same  sense. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  copies  of  the  President's 
proclamation  announcing  the  extension  of  the  blockade  to  the  ports  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  which  have  been  sent  to  me  in  a  blank 

cover  from  the  State  Department. 

•  •••••• 

I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 
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[Incloeiire  No.  1.] 

I 

I 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  April  29, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  of  the  day  before  yesterday's  date 
firom  the  Secretary  of  State,  communicating  to  him  a  proclamation  which 
announces,  among  other  things,  that  a  blockade  of  the  ports  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas 
will  be  set  on  foot  in  pursuance  of  the  law  of  the  United  States  and 
the  law  of  nations,  and  that  for  this  purpose  a  competent  force  will  be 
posted  so  as  to  prevent  the  entrance  and  exit  of  vessels. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has,  moreover,  done  the  undersigned  the  honor 
to  inform  him  in  the  same  note  that  it  is  intended  to  set  on  foot  also  a 
blockade  of  the  ports  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

The  undersigned,  &c., 

LYONS. 

[For  inclosure  No.  2,  which  is  the  proclamation  of  April  27,  see  ante,] 


[From  BritiBh  Blue  Book  of  1861,  entitled  "  Correspondence  with  the  United  States 

government  respecting  blockade,''  p.  6.  ] 

No.  3. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  May  4, 1861. 

In  my  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  your 
lordship  that  Mr.  Seward  had  promised,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  to  send  me 
a  copy  of  the  instructions  issued  to  the  officers  of  the  squadron  to  be 
employed  in  blockading  the  southern  ports. 

I  took  measures  this  morning  to  remind  Mr.  Seward  privately  of  this 
promise;  in  return  I  received  the  following  communication  from  the 
State  Department : 

"  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  furnished  us  with  a  copy  of  his 
instructions  about  the  blockade,  but  as  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  a 
precedent  for  communicating  them  to  the  ministers  of  foreign  govern- 
ments, you  must  not  expect  a  copy  at  present.  You  may,  however,  be 
thus  informally  assured  that  the  blockade  will  be  conducted  as  strictly 
according  to  the  recognized  rules  of  public  law,  and  with  as  much  liber- 
ality towards  neutrals,  as  any  blockade  ever  wjus  by  a  belligerent.^ 

Upon  this  I  caused  Mr.  Buchanan's  note  to  Mr.  Pakenham  of  the  29th 
of  December,  1846,  to  be  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Seward  as  sui)plyiug  a  pre- 
cedent for  the  confidential  communication  of  instructions  concerning  a 
blockade. 

The  following  was  written  to  me  in  answer : 

"  I  have  shown  Mr.  Seward  the  precedent  to  which  you  refer,  but  he 
does  not  think  it  would  justify  him  in  furnishing  a  copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions ;  for,  if  given  to  one  they  must  be  given  to  all,  which  might  lead  to 
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tlieir  iuconvenient  publicity.  The  blockade,  however,  will  be  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  principles  mentioned  by  Mr.  Buchanan.  The  procla- 
mation is  mere  notice  of  an  intention  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  the  exist- 
ence of  the  blockade  will  be  made  known  in  proper  form  by  the  block- 
ading vessels."  ♦  ♦  #  •  ♦ 

LYONS. 


[From  BritlBh  Blue  Book  of  1861,  entitled  "  Correspondence  with  the  United  States 

government  respecting  blockade,"  p.  7.] 

No.  4. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  BusselL 

[  Extracts.  ] 

Washington,  May  11, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  my  dispatches  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and 
of  the  2d  and  4th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship 
copies  of  a  correspondence  which  I  have  held  ♦  ♦  # 

with  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  blockade 

of  the  southern  ports. 

•    #  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  not  received  intelligeuceof  the  issue  of  any  notification  announ- 
cing the  actual  commencement  of  the  effective  blockade  of  any  of  the 
ports,  except  the  notification  concerning  the  ports  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  of  which  I  transmitted  to  your  lordship,  with  my  dispatch  of 
the  2d  instant,  a  copy  taken  from  a  newspaper,  and  of  which  a  copy 
fonns  also  inclosure  17  in  this  dispatch. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


[Inclosure  No.  15.] 

Mr.  Setcard  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Washington,  May  11, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  9th  instant,  in  which  application  is  made  for  certain  information 
regarding  the  blockade,  aud  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  the  copy  of  a 
letter  of  this  date  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  the  matter 
was  referred,  in  answer  to  your  inquiry. 
I  have  &c« 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


[Inclosure  No.  16.] 

Mr.  ^^elles  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Navy  Depaktment,  May  0, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday  inclosing  a  note  of  Lord  Lyons  relative  to  British  ves.sels  in 
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Virjniiia  waters,  whicli  it  is  desired  to  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the 
blockade,  and  inquiring  when  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Virginia  may 
1x5  considered  to  have  commenced ;  also  "  whether  the  exemption  asked 
for  by  Lord  Lyons  may  with  propriety  be  granted.'' 

In  answer  to  the  inquirj^,  1  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  copy,  herewith 
inclosed,  of  the  notice  issued  by  Flag  Officer  Prendergrast  on  the  30th 
of  April,  warning  all  persons  that  he  had  a  sufficient  force  to  carry  into 
effect  the  blockade.  This  notice  was  sent  to  the  Baltimore  and  Norfolk 
papers,  and  by  one  or  more  of  them  published. 

Fifteen  days  have  been  specified  as  a  limit  for  neutrals  to  leave  the 
ports  after  actual  blockade  has  commenced,  with  or  without  cargo,  and 
there  are  yet  remaining  five  or  six  days  for  neutrals  to  leave.  With 
proper  diligence  on  the  part  of  persons  interested,  I  see  no  reason  for 
exemption  to  any. 
I  am,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


[Inclosure  No.  17.] 

Proclamation. 

To  all  tchom  it  may  concern : 

I  hereby  call  attention  to  the  proclamation  of  his  excellency  Abraham 
Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  under  date  of  the  27th  April, 
180 1,  for  an  efficient  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina, and  warn  all  persons  interested  that  I  have  a  sufficient  naval  force 
tllere  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  that  proclamation. 

All  vessels  passing  the  capes  of  Virginia,  coming  from  a  distance,  and 
ignorant  of  the  proclamation,  will  be  warned  off,  and  those  passing  Fort- 
ress Monroe  will  be  required  to  anchor  under  the  guns  of  the  fort  and 
Hubject  themselves  to  an  examination. 

G.  J.  PENBEEGEAST, 

Commanding  Rome  Squadron. 

United  States  Flag-ship  Cumberland, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe^  Virginia^  April  30,  1861. 


Further  official  notices  of  the  establishment  of  the  United  States  blockade  at 
ports  on  the  southern  coa^stj  as  communicated  to  the  British  government 
and  published  in  British  Blue  Book  for  1862,  ''North  America,^  No.  S. 

No.  2. 
Consul  Bunch  to  Lord  J.  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Charleston,  May  15, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  this  port  and  the  ac^ acent 
coast  were  blockaded  by  the  United  States  steam-frigate  Niagara  on 
Saturday  the  11th  instant,  in  conformity  with  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  dated  the  19th  of  April  last. 
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No.  6. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J,  BusselL 

[Extract.] 

•  WAsmNGTON,  May  23, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Magee,  acting  consal 
at  Mobile,  dated  the  16th  instant,  informing  me  that  the  British  bark 
had  arrived  at  that  place  from  Grimsby,  in  ballast,  on  the  previ- 
ous day,  having  been  warned  off  the  harbor  of  Pensacola  by  United 
States  cruizers. 

Mr.  lilagee  states  that  the  following  indorsement  was  made  on  the 

register  of  the :  ''  Boarded  by-the  United  States  squadron,  May 

13,  1801,  and  warned  not  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Pensacola." 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  on  the  13th  instant  an  effective  block- 
ade existed  at  Pensacola,  and  that  up  to  the  16th  instant  there  was  no 
blockade  of  Mobile. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYOKS. 


No.  16. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J,  BusselL 

Washington,  June  11, 1861. 

My  LoED :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Acting  Consul  FuUarton,  acquainting  me  that  an  effective  blockade  of 
Savannah  was  announced  to  have  commenced  on  the  28th  ultimo. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


[Inclosure.] 

Acting  Consul  Fullarton  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

Savannah,  June  1, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  lordship  that  the  block- 
*ade  of  this  port  was  commenced  on  the  28th  ultimo,  by  the  arrival 
oft'  the  bar  of  the  United  States  steamer  Union,  of  about  six  hundred 
tons,  and  mounting  five  guns,  one  of  a  squadron  of  four  men-of-war 
stationed  oft'  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of  blockading  this  port  and 

Charleston. 

•  •  '  •  #  •  • 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  FULLARTON. 


No.  17. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  BmselL 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  June  11, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  dated  the 
27th  ultimo,  from  Mr.  Acting  Consul  Magee,  iuformiug  me  that  the  port 
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of  Mobile  was  stated  to  be  effectively  blockaded  by  the  United  States 

steamer  Powhatan. 

•  ••••• 

LYONS. 


[Incloflure  No.  2.] 

Acting  dmsul  Magee  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

Mobile,  May  27, 1861. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  report  here  is,  that  this 
port  is  blockaded  by  the  United  States  steam  frigate  Powhatan,  and  that 
Colonel  Hardee,  in  command  of  Fort^Morgan  at  the  entrance  of  this  har- 
bor, has  been  officially  notified  of  the  same. 


Ko.  36. 
Consul  Lynn  to  Lord  J.  BusselL 

[Extract.] 

GAiVESTON,  July  3, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  to  report  to  your  lordship  that  a  blockade  of  the 
port  of  Galveston  was  established  yesterday  about  noon  by  the  United 

States  armed  steamship  South  Carolina. 

•  ••••• 

I  have,  &c., 

AETHUR  T.  HTKS. 


No.  39. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  BusselL 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  July  29, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy  of  a 
portscript  which  was  added  by  Mr.  Consul  Lynn  on  the  3d  instant  to  a 
dispatcb  dated  two  days  previously,  and  which  announces  that  a  block- 
ade of  the  port  of  Galveston  was  established  on  the  2d  instant. 

I  inclose,  also,  two  printed  copies  of  the  notification  of  the  blockade. 
which  were  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Lynn.    The  last  date  in  them,  "2d  June,'' 

is,  I  presume,  a  misprint  for  "2d  July.'' 

•  ••••• 

I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 
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[Iiiclosure  No.  1.] 

Postscript  to  Consul  Lynn^s  dispatch  to  Lord  Lyons,  dated  Oalveston^  July  1, 

1861. 

[Extract.] 

July  3, 1861. 

The  detention  to  the  mail  packet  enables  me  to  report  to  your  lord- 
ship that  the  blockade  of  this  port  was  established  yesterday  about  noon 
by  the  armed  steamer  South  Carolina,  James  Alden  commanding. 

AETHUE  T.  LTNK 


[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 

Notification  of  the  blockade  of  Galveston, 

The  following  is  the  reply  of  Captain  Alden  to  Captain  Moore's  note : 

*^  United  States  Steamer  South  Carolina, 

"  Off  Galveston^  July  2, 1861. 

"  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
inclosing  a  declaration  of  blockade,  which  I  am  sent  here  to  enforce, 
and  am,  &c., 

"  JAMES  ALDEN, 
"  Commander  United  IStates  Steamer  South  Carolina. 

"  Captain  John  0.  Moore,  C.  8.  A.  &c.^ 

"  Declaration  of  blockade, 

"  To  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

^'  I,  William  Mervine,  flag  officer,  commanding  the  United  States  naval 
forces  composing  the  Gulf  squadron,  give  notice  that,  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  and  power  in  me  vested,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  proclamation 
of  liis  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  promulgated  under 
date  of  April  19  and  27, 1861,  respectively,  that  an  effective  blockade  of 
the  port  of  Galveston^  Texas,  has  been  established,  and  will  be  rigidly 
enforced  and  maintained  against  all  vessels  (public  armed  vessels  of 
foreign  powers  alone  excepted)  which  attempt  to  enter  or  depart  from 
said  port. 

*<  WILLIAM  MEEVINB, 
"  Flag  Officer  United  States  Flag-ship  Mississippi,  June  8, 1861. 

"  I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

"JAMES  ALDEJS^, 
"  Commander  United  States  Navy. 

'•  Neutral  vessels  will  be  allowed  fifteen  days  to  depart  from  this  date, 
viz.,  June  2, 1861. 

"  JAMES  ALDEK,  Commanding.^ 

[Note  by  Lord  Lyons. — June  2d  is  apparently  a  misprint  for  July  2d.] 
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Fo.  66. 

Consul  Bunch  to  Lord  J.  Russell. 

[Exti-act.] 

Charleston,  July  25, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  herewith 
four  copies  of  a  proclamation  issued  on  the  13th  instant  by  Flag  Officer 
Pendergrast,  of  the  United  States  navy,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
West  India  squadron,  relative  to  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  j^orth 
Carolina,  which  he  states  that  he  is  in  a  condition  to  render  effective 

from  that  date. 

•  •  •     •  •  •  • 

I  have,  &c., 

ROBERT  BUI^TCH. 


[lucloeiire  No.  1.] 

Proclamation. 

United  States  Flag-ship  Roanoke," 

Off  Charleston,  July  13,  1861. 

To  all  tchom  it  may  concern : 

I  hereby  call  attention  to  the  proclamation  of  his  excellency  Abraham 
Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  under  date  of  the  27th  April, 
1861,  for  an  efficient  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  and  warn  ail  persons  interested  that  I  have  a  sufficient  naval 
force  here  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  that  proclamation. 

All  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  North  Carolina,  or  hovering  about  the 
coast  of  the  same,  wHl  subject  themselves  to  capture.  Those  coming 
from  abroad,  and  ignorant  of  the  blockade^  will  be  warned  off. 

All  vessels  bound  to  the  capes  of  Virginia  will  be  allowed  to  proceed 
by  having  their  papers  indorsed,  and  wSl  be  allowed  to  enter  any  of  the 
ports  of  Maryland. 

Fifteen  days  after  this  date  the  above  proclamation  will  be  rigidly  en- 
forced against  all  vessels. 

G.  J.  PENDERGRAST, 
Flag  Officer  J  Commanding  West  India  SqucLdron. 


Notice  of  blockade  of  the  port  of  AppaUichicola  not  published  in  British  Blue 

Book  as  above. 

deolabation  of  blockade. 

To  an  whom  it  muy  concern : 

I,  William  Mervine,  flag  officer  commanding  the  United  States  naval 
forces  composing  the  GuU'  squadron,  give  notice,  that  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  and  power  in  me  vested,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  proclamation 
of  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  promulgated  under 
date  of  April  19  and  27, 1861,  respectively,  that  an  effective  blockade  of 
tie  port  of  Appalachicola,  Florida,  has  been  established  and  will  be 
rigidly  enforced  and  maintained  against  all  vessels  (public  armed  ves- 
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sels  of  foreign  powers  alone  excepted)  which  shall  attempt  to  enter  or 
depart  from  said  port. 

WM.  MEEVINB, 
Flag  Officer^  Commanding  €Mf  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Steam  Flagship  Mississippi,  June  7, 1861. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Fo.  4.]  Legation  op  the  United  States- 

London^  May  31, 1861, 

Sir:  ♦  ♦  ♦  •       .  ♦  • 

I  have  likewise  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  a  printed  circular 
addressed  to  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Dallas,  and  dated  the  27th  of  April, 
1861,  transmitting  the  proclamation  of  the  President  declaring  the  block- 
ade of  the  ports  of  Virginia  and  l^orth  Carolina. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
No.  6.]  PariSj  May  27,  1861. 

On  the  same  day,  to  wit,  the  26th  of  the  present  month,  I  sent  to  Mr. 
Thouvenel  a  copy  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  blockade  of 
the  ports  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  referring  at  the  same  time  to 
the  previous  blockade  of  the  other  southern  ports.    A  copy  of  my  note 

IS  attached,  marked  letter  C. 

•  •••••••• 

With  much  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DATTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd. 

Secretary  of  State. 


C. 

Mr.  Da/yton  to  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Parisy  May  24, 1861. 

SiB :  I  beg  to  inclose  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  a  proclamation 
issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  27th  of  April  last, 
establishing  a  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina. 
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A  prior  proclamation,  dated  19th  April  last,  established  a  blockade  of 
the  ports  of  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Texas,  of  which  your  excellency  has  doubt- 
less already  had  notice. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 
Mr.  Thouvenel, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1, 1862,  pp.  20,  21.] 

No.  28. 
Lord  J.  Russell  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 

Foreign  Office,  May  1, 1861. 

MyLobds:  The  intelligence  which  reached  this  country  by  the  last 
mail  from  the  United  States  gives  reason  to  suppose  that  a  civil  war 
between  the  northern  and  southern  States  of  that  confederacy  was 
imminent,  if  indeed  it  might  not  be  considered  to  have  already  begun. 

Simultaneously  with  the  arrival  of  this  news,  a  telegram  purporting 
to  have  been  conveyed  to  Halifax  from  the  United  States  was  received, 
which  announced  that  the  president  of  the  southern  confederacy  had 
taken  steps  for  issuing  letters  of  marque  against  the  vessels  of  the  north- 
ern States. 

If  such  is  really  the  case,  it  is  obvious  that  much  inconvenience  may 
be  occasioned  to  the  numerous  British  vessels  engaged  in  trade  on  the 
coast  of  the  United  States  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  that  timely 
provision  should  be  made  for  their  protection  against  undue  molestation 
by  reason  of  the  maritime  operations  of  the  hostile  parties  ]  and  her 
Majesty  has  accordingly  commanded  me  to  signify  to  your  lordships  her 
pleasure  that  adequate  re-enforcements  should  forthwith  be  sent  to  her 
Majesty's  squadron  on  the  North  American  and  West  Indian  station,  so 
that  the  admiral  in  command  may  be  able  duly  to  provide  for  the  pro- 
tection of  British  shipping  in  any  emergency  that  may  occur. 

I  need  scarcely  observe  to  your  lordships  that  it  may  be  right  to 
apprise  the  admiral  that,  much  as  her  Majesty  regrets  the  prospect  of 
civil  war  breaking  out  in  a  country  in  the  happiness  and  peace  of  which 
her  Majesty  takes  the  deepest  interest,  it  is  her  Majesty's  pleasure  that 
nothing  should  be  done  by  her  naval  forces  which  should  indicate  any 
partiality  or  preference  for  either  party  in  the  contest  that  may  ensue. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


Mr,  Dallas  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  333.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  2, 1861. 

•  •  ••  •  •  •  •  • 

You  have  doubtless  noticed  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  recognition  of  the  southern  confederation — 

3  A  c— VOL.  I 


34  CLAIMS  AGAINST   GREAT   BRITAIBT. 

which  motion  I  mentioned  at  the  conclusion  of  my  S'o.  330 — ^underwent  ' 
postponement  from  the  16th  to  the  30th  ultimo,  and  has  again  been 
deferred  a  fortnight,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  extract  from  the  Times 
newspaper  of  the  30th  April,  hereto  annexed. 

Tlie  solicitude  felt  by  Lord  John  Eussell  as  to  the  eflfect  of  certain 
measures  represented  as  likely  to  be  adopted  by  the  President,  induced 
him  to  request  me  to  call  at  his  private  residence  yesterday.  I  did  so. 
He  told  me  that  the  three  representatives  of  the  southern  confederacy 
were  here ;  that  he  had  not  seen  them,  but  was  not  unwilling  to  do  so, 
'unofficially;  that  there  existed  an  understanding  between  this  govern- 
ment and  that  of  France,  which  would  lead  both  to  take  the  same  course 
as  to  recognition,  whatever  that  course  might  be ;  and  he  then  referred 
to  the  rumor  of  a  meditated  blockade  of  southern  ports  and  their  discon- 
tinuance as  ports  of  entry — ^topics  on  which  I  had  heard  nothing,  and 
could  therefore  say  nothing.  But  as  I  informed  him  that  Mr.  Adams 
had  apprised  me  of  his  intention  to  be  on  his  way  hither,  in  the  steam- 
ship Niagara^  which  left  Boston  on  the  1st  May,  and  that  he  would  pro- 
bably arrive  in  less  than  two  weeks,  by  the  12th  or  15th  instant,  his  lord- 
ship acquiesced  in  the  expediency  of  disregarding  mere  rumor,  and  wait- 
ing the  fiill  knowledge  to  be  brought  by  my  successor. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory,  therefore,  may  be  further  postponed,  at 
his  lordship's  suggestion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6ir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  parliamentary  notices  of  motion  for  recognition  see  Parliamentary 
and  judicial  Appendix  No.  1.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  7.]  '  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  4, 1861. 

Sib:  The  dispatches  of  your  predecessor,  Nos.  117, 119,  and  120,  have 
been  received;  the  latter,  acknowledging  the  receipt  oi  our  letter  of 

recall  and  announcing  his  intended  return,  requires  no  special  notice; 

•  •••••••• 

The  instructions  heretofore  transmitted  to  you  will  show  you  the 
President's  views  on  the  subject  Mr.  Faulkner  has  discussed,  and  these 
will  be  your  guide,  notwithstanding  any  different  opinions  your  predeces- 
sor may  have  expressed  or  left  on  record  at  Paris. 

No.  119  bears  date  of  the  15th  of  April  last,  and  contains  a  report  of 
an  official  conversation,  and  also  of  an  unofficial  one  held  between  Mr. 
Faulkner  and  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

Li  the  former  conversation  Mr.  Thouvenel  asked  Mr.  Faulkner  whether 
there  is  not  some  diversity  of  opinion  in  the  cabinet  of  the  President  as 
to  the  proper  mode  of  meeting  the  difficulties  which  now  disturb  the 
relations  of  the  States  and  the  general  government.  Mr.  Faulkner,  in 
reply,  said  that  he  had  no  information  on  the  subject. 

The  matter  is  of  no  great  moment,  yet  it  is  desirable  that  there  be  no 
misapprehension  of  the  true  state  of  the  government  in  the  present 
emergency. 

You  may,  therefore,  recall  that  conversation  to  Mr.  Thouvenel's 
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memorj',  and  then  assure  him  explicitly  that  there  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  whatever  between  the  President  and  his  constitutional  advisers, 
or  among  those  ad\isers  themselves,  concerning  the  policj' that  has  been 
pursued,  and  which  is  now  prosecuted  by  the  administration,  in  regard 
to  the  unhappy  disturbance,  existing  in  this  country.  The  path  of  execu- 
tive duty  has  thus  far  been  too  plainly  marked  out  by  stern  necessities 
to  be  mistaken,  while  the  solemnity  of  the  great  emergency,  and  the 
responsibilities  it  devolves,  have  extinguished  in  the  public  councils 
every  emotion  but  those  of  loyalty  and  patriotism.  It  is  not  in  the 
hands  of  this  administration  that  this  government  is  to  come  to  an  end 
at  all — ^much  less  for  want  of  harmony  in  devotion  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Thouvenel's  declaration  that  the  United  States  may  rest  well 
assured  that  no  hasty  or  precipitate  action  will  be  taken  on  the  subject 
of  the  apprehended  application  of  the  insurrectionists  for  a  recognition 
of  the  independence  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  is  entirely  sat- 
isfactory, although  it  was  attended  by  a  reservation  of  views  concern- 
ing general  principles  applicable  to  cases  that  need  not  now  be  discussed. 

In  the  unofficial  conversation  Mr.  Faulkner  says  that  he  himself 
expressed  the  opinion  that  force  would  not  be  resorted  to  to  coerce  the 
80-called  seceding  States  into  submission  to  the  federal  authority,  and 
that  the  only  solution  of  the  difficulty  would  be  found  in  such  modifica- 
tions of  the  constitutional  compact  as  would  invite  the  seceding  States 
back  into  the  Union,  or  a  peaceable  acquiescence  in  the  assertion  of 
their  claim  to  a  separate  sovereignty. 

The  time  when  these  questions  had  any  pertinency  or  plausibility 
has  passed  away.  The  United  States  waited  patiently  while  their 
authority  was  defied  in  turbulent  assemblies,  and  in  seditious  prepara- 
tions, willing  to  hope  that  mediation,  ofl'ered  on  all  sides,  would  concili- 
ate and  induce  the  disaffected  parties  to  return  to  a  better  mind. 

But  the  case  is  now  altogether  changed.  The  insurgents  have  insti- 
tuted revolution,  with  open,  flagrant,  deadly  war,  to  compel  the  United 
States  to  acquiesce  in  the  dismemberment  of  the  Union.  The  United 
States  have  accepted  this  civil  war  as  an  inevitable  necessity.  The  con- 
stitutional remedies  for  all  the  complaints  of  the  insurgents  are  still 
open  to  them,  and  will  remain  so.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  Union  have  been  put  into  activity  to  restore  the 
federal  authority  and  to  save  the  Union  from  danger. 

You  cannot  be  too  decided  or  two  explicit  in  making  known  to  the 
French  government  that  there  is  not  now,  nor  has  there  been,  nor  will 
there  be  an^*,  the  least  idea  existing  in  this  government  of  suffering  a 
dissolution  of  this  Union  to  take  place  in  any  way  whatever. 

There  will  be  here  only  one  nation  and  one  government,  and  there 
win  be  the  same  republic  and  the  same  constitutional  Union  that  have 
abeady  survived  a  dozen  national  changes,  and  changes  of  goverament 
in  almost  every  other  country.  These  will  stand  hereafter,  as  they  are 
now,  objects  of  human  wonder  and  human  affection. 

You  have  seen,  on  the  eve  of  your  departure,  the  elasticity  of  the 
national  spirit,  the  vigor  of  the  national  government,  and  the  lavish 
devotion  of  the  national  treasures  to  this  great  ciuise.  Tell  Mr.  Thou- 
venel,  then,  with  the  highest  consideration  and  good  feeling,  that  the 
thought  of  a  dissolution  of  this  Union,  peaceably  or  by  force,  has  never 
entered  into  the  mind  of  any  candid  statesman  here,  and  it  is  high  time 
that  it  be  dismissed  by  statesmen  in  Europe. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ifcc,  cfec,  cfcc. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No*  3, 1862, p.  1.] 

No.  1. 

Lord  J,  Russell  to  Earl  Coicley. 
[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  May  6, 1861. 

My  Lord:  Although  her  Majesty's  govemineDt  have  received  no 
dispatches  fr6in  Lord  Lyons  by  the  mail  which  has  just  arrived,  the 
communication  between  Washington  and  New  York  being  interrupted, 
yet  the  accounts  which  have  reached  them  from  some  of  her  Majesty's 
consuls,  coupled  with  what  has  appeared  in  the  public  prints,  are  suf- 
ficient to  show  that  a  civil  war  ha-s  broken  out  among  the  States  which 
lately  composed  the  American  Union. 

Other  nations  have,  therefore,  to  consider  the  light  in  which,  with 
reference  to  that  war,  they  are  to  regard  the  confederacy  into  which 
the  southern  States  have  united  themselves;  and  it  appears  to  her 
Majesty's  government  that,  looking  at  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
they  cannot  hesitate  to  admit  that  such  confederacy  is  entitled  to  be 
considered  as  a  belligerent,  and,  as  such,  invested  with  all  the  rights  and 
prerogatives  of  a  belligerent. 

I  have  stated  this  to  Lord  Lyons  in  the  dispatch  of  which  I  inclose  a 
copy  for  your  excellency's  information.* 

In  making  known  to  M.  Thouvenel  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment on  this  point,  your  excellency  will  add  that  you  are  instnicted 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  French  government  to  the  be^iring  which  this 
unfortunate  contest  threatens  to  have  on  the  rights  and  interests  of 
neutral  nations. 

On  the  one  hand.  President  Lincoln,  in  behalf  of  the  northern  portion 
of  the  late  United  States,  has  issued  a  proclamation  declaratory  of  an 
intention  to  subject  the  ports  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  late  Union 
to  a  rigorous  blockade :  on  the  other  hand,  President  Davis,  on  behalf  ot 
the  southern  portion  oi  the  lat«  Union,  has  issued  a  proclamation  declar- 
atory of  an  intention  to  grant  letters  of  marque  for  cruisers  to  be  em- 
ployed against  the  commerce  of  the  north. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


[From  British  Blue  Book, "  North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  2.]    * 

No.  2. 

Lord  J.  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office,  May  6, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  Her  Majesty's  government  iaxe  disappointed  in  not  having 
received  from  you,  by  the  mail  which  ha-s  just  arrived,  any  report  of  the 
state  of  afiairs  and  of  the  prospe^cts  of  the  several  parties,  with  reference 
to  the  issue  of  the  struggle  which  appears  unfortunately  to  have  com- 

*  See  dispatch  of  same  date  to  Lord  Lyons,  po8t 
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nienced  l)etweeTi  tliem;  but  tLe  interruption  of  the  coiniuunication 
between  Washington  and  New  York  sufficiently  explains  the  non-arrival 
of  your  dispatehes. 

The  account,  however,  wljich  her  Majesty's  consuls  at  different  ports 
were  enabled  to  forward  by  the  packet,  coincide  in  showing  that,  what- 
ever may  be  the  final  result  of  what  cannot  now  be  designated  otherwise 
than  as  the  civil  war  which  has  broken  out  between  the  several  States 
cFf  the  late  Union,  for  the  present,  at  least,  those  States  have  separated 
into  distinct  confederacies,  and,  as  such,  are  carrying  on  war  against 
each  other. 

The  question  for  neutral  nations  to  consider  is,  what  is  the  character 
of  the  war ;  and  whether  it  should  be  regarded  as  a  war  carried  on 
between  parties  severally  in  a  position  to  wage  war,  and  to  claim  the 
rights  and  to  perform  the  obligations  attaching  to  belligerents  ? 

Her  Majesty's  goveniment  consider  that  that  question  can  only  be 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  If  the  government  of  the  northern  portion 
of  the  late  Union  possesses  the  advantages  inherent  in  long-established 
governments,  the  government  of  the  southern  portion  has,  nevertheless, 
duly  constituted  itself,  and  carries  on,  in  a  regular  form,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  civil  government  of  the  States  of  which  it  is  composed. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  therefore,  without  assuming  to  i)ronounce 
upon  the  merits  of  the  question  on  which  the  respective  parties  are  at 
issue,  can  do  no  less  than  accept  the  facts  presented  to  them.  They 
deeply  deplore  the  disruption  of  a  confederacy  with  which  they  have  at 
all  times  sought  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations ;  they  view  with 
the  greatest  apprehension  and  concern  the  misery  and  desolation  in 
which  that  disruption  threatens  to  involve  the  provinces  now  arrayed  in 
arms  against  each  other ;  but  they  feel  that  they  cannot  question  the 
right  of  the  southern  States  to  claim  to  be  recognized  as  a  belligerent, 
and,  as  such,  invested  with  all  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  a  bellig- 
erent. 

I  think  it  right  to  give  your  lordship  this  timely  notice  of  the  view 
taken  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  North 
America,  and  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  wish  you  to  make  any 
mystery  of  that  view. 

I  shall  send  your  lordship,  by  an  early  opportunity,  such  further  infor- 
mation on  these  matters  as  may  be  required  for  your  guidance ;  tit  pres- 
ent, I  have  only  to  add  that  no  expression  of  regTct  that  you  may  employ 
at  the  present  disastrous  state  of  affairs  will  too  strongly  declare  the 
feelings  with  which  her  Majesty's  government  contemi)late  all  the  evils 
which  cfannot  fail  to  result  from  it. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  1, 1862,  p.  23.] 

Ko.  33. 
Lord  J.  Rtissell  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Foreign  Office,  May  11, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  On  Saturday  last  I  received  at  my  house  Mr.  Yancey,  Mr. 
Mann,  and  Judge  Host,  the  three  gentlemen  deputed  by  the  southern 
confedei-acy  to  obtain  their  recognition  as  an  independent  state.  One 
of  these  gentlemen,  speaking  for  the  others,  dilated  on  the  causes  which 
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had  induced  the  southern  States  to  secede  from  the  northern.  The  prin- 
cipal of  these  causes,  he  said,  T^as  not  slavery,  but  the  very  high  imce 
which,  for  the  sake  of  protecting  the  northern  manufacturers,  the  south 
were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  manufactured  goods  which  they  required. 
One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  southern  congress  was  to  reduce  these  dutiea, 
and,  to  prove  their  sincerity,  he  gave  as  an  instance  that  Louisiana  had 
given  up  altogether  that  protection  on  her  sugar  which  she  enjoyed  by 
the  legislation  of  the  United  States. 

As  a  proof  of  the  riches  of  the  south,  he  stated  that  of  $350,000,000  of 
exports  of  produce  to  foreign  countries,  $270,000,000  were  furnished  by 
the  southern  States. 

I  saii  that  I  could  hold  no  oflScial  communication  with  the  delegates 
of  the  southern  States.  That,  however,  when  the  question  of  recogni- 
tion came  to  be  formally  discussed,  there  were  two  points  upon  which 
inquiry  must  be  made :  first,  whether  the  body  seeking  recognition  could 
maintain  its  position  as  an  independent  state ;  secondly,  in  what  man- 
ner it  was  proposed  to  maintain  relations  with  foreign  states. 

After  speaking  at  some  length  on  the  first  of  these  points,  and  alluding 
to  the  news  of  the  secession  of  Virginia  and  other  intelligence  favorable 
to  their  cause,  these  gentlemen  called  my  attention  to  the  article  in  their 
constitution  prohibiting  the  slave  trade. 

I  said  that  it  was  alleged  very  currently  that  if  the  slave  States  found 
that  they  could  not  compete  successfully  with  the  cotton  of  other  coun- 
tries they  would  revive  the  slave  trade  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing 
the  cost  of  production.  They  said  this  was  a  suspicion  unsupi)orted  by 
any  proof.  The  fact  was,  that  they  had  i)rohibited  the  slave  trade,  and 
did  not  mean  to  revive  it.  They  pointed  to  the  new  tariff  of  the  United 
States  as  a  proof  that  British  manufactures  would  be  neai'ly  excluded 
from  the  north,  and  freely  admitted  in  the  south. 

Other  observations  were  made,  but  not  of  verj^  great  importance.  The 
delegates  concluded  by  stating  that  they  should  remain  in  London  for 
the  present,  in  the  hope  that  the  recognition  of  the  southern  confederacy 
would  not  be  long  delayed. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  RUSSELL. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  1.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  17, 1861. 

Sm :  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  my  safe  arrival  at  this  place  on 
Monday  evening,  the  13th  of  this  month.  The  steamer  reached  Liver- 
pool at  eleven  in  the  morning,  where  I  was  received  with  the  utmost 
kindness,  and  strongly  solicited  to  remain  at  least  one  day.  A  large 
deputation  of  the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  waited  upon  me  and 
delivered  an  address,  to  which  I  made  a  brief  feply.  Bot^  have  been 
printed  in  the  newspapers,  and  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Times  containing 
them.  I  could  not  fail  to  observe,  in  the  course  of  these  proceedings, 
the  great  anxiety  and  the  fluctuating  sentiment  that  prevail  in  regard  to 
the  probable  issue  of  affairs  in  America.  I  could  also  perceive  that  my 
arrival  had  been  expected  with  far  more  solicitude  than  I  had  anticipated. 
It  was  not  disguised  from  me  that  a  supposed  community  of  interest  in 
the  cotton  culture  was  weighing  heavily  in  that  city  in  favor  of  the  dis- 
affected, and  that  much  misapprehension  prevailed  as  to  the  relative 
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Iiosition  of  parties  in  the  United  States,  which  it  was  of  some  consequence 
to  dispel.  To  this  end  it  had  been  the  wish  that  I  could  have  found  it 
convenient  to  make  a  longer  stay  in  the  place. 

Under  other  circumstances,  I  might  have  so  far  deferred  to  these  rep- 
resentations as  to  delay  my  departure  for  twenty -four  hours.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  some  incidental  allusions  to  the  state  of  things  in  London 
convinced  me  of  the  importance  of  losing  no  time  on  my  way.  Accord- 
ingly, I  took  the  next  train  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  in  a  condition  to 
proceed  at  once  to  business  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  14th.  In  the 
Interval  between  my  departure  from  Boston  on  the  Ist  and  my  arrival  on 
the  14th,  I  discovered  that  some  events  had  taken  place  deserving  of 
attention.  The  agents  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  had  arrived, 
and,  as  it  is  supposed,  through  their  instigation,  certain  inquiries  and 
motions  had  been  initiated  in  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  developing 
the  views  of  the  ministry  in  regard  to  American  affairs.  I  allude  more 
particularly  to  the  questions  proposed  by  Mr.  Gregory,  of  Galway,  and 
to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Horsfall,  the  member  for  Liverpool,  touching  the 
effect  of  the  blockade  proclaimed  by  the  President  against  the  southern 
ports.  The  answer  given  by  Lord  John  Eussell,  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  6th  of  May,  will,  of  course^  have  attracted  your  attention  long  before 
these  lines  meet  your  eye.  I  need  not  say  that  it  excited  general  sur- 
prise, especially  among  those  most  friendly  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  There  seemed  to  be  not  a  little  precipitation  in  at 
once  raising  the  disaffected  States  up  to  tiie  level  of  a  belligerent  power, 
before  it  had  developed  a  single  one  of  the  real  elements  which  consti- 
tute military  efficiency  outside  of  its  geographical  limits.  The  case  of 
the  Greeks  was  by  no  means  a  parallel  case,  for  the  declaration  had  not 
been  made  until  such  time  had  intervened  as  was  necessary  to  prove,  by 
the  very  words  quoted  by  Lord  John  Eussell  from  the  instructions  of 
the  British  government,  that  the  power  was  sufficient  "  to  cover  the  sea 
with  its  cruisers."  Whereas,  in  the  presentinstance,  there  was  no  evidence 
to  show,  as  yet,  the  existence  of  a  single  privateer  afloat.  The  inference 
seemed  almost  inevitable,  that  there  existed  a  disposition,  at  least,  not  to 
chill  the  hopes  of  those  who  are  now  drawing  the  very  breath  of  life  only 
from  the  expectation  of  sympathy  in  Great  Britain.  Yet,  I  am  not  quite 
prepsured  to  say  that  there  is  just  ground  for  the  idea.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  led  to  believe,  from  the  incidental  discussion  afterwards  held  in 
both  houses,  as  well  as  from  other  information,  that  the  language  of 
Lord  John  Eussell  was  viewed  as  not  altogether  sufficiently  guarded, 
and  that  the  ministry  as  a  whole  are  not  prepared  to  countenance  any 
Bach  conclusion. 

There  are  still  other  reasons  which  occasion  in  me  great  surprise  at 
the  action  of  his  lordship.  I  need  not  say  that  I  was  received  by  my 
predecessor,  Mr.  Dallas,  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  cordiality.  I 
immediately  learned  from  him  that  he  had  declined  himself  to  enter  into ' 
any  discussions  on  the  subject,  because  he  knew  that  I  was  already  on 
my  way  out,  and  that  I  should  probably  come  fully  possessed  of  the 
views  of  my  government,  and  ready  to  communicate  them  freely  to  the 
aathorities  here.  To  this  end,  he  had  already  concerted  with  Lord  John 
Eussell  the  earliest  possible  measures  for^my  presentation  and  for  a  con- 
ference with  him.  •  •  On  Tuesday  morning  Mr.  Dallas  called  on  me  to 
accompany  him  on  his  visit  to  Lord  John  Eussell,  at  his  house,  at  eleven 
o^clock*  Great  was  our  disappointment,  however,  to  find  that  he  had 
been  suddenly  called  away,  at  an  early  hour,  to  visit  his  brother,  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  at  Woburn  Abbey,  who  was  very  ill,  and  who  actually 
died  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  This,  of  course,  has 
put  an  end  to  all  further  communication  with  him  for  the  present.    I 
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very  much  regretted  this  circumstance,  as  I  should  have  been  glad  to 
converse  with  him  prior  to  the  final  action  upon  the  proclamation  \vhicli 
was  adopted  by  the  privy  council,  and  which  was  issued  in  the  Gazette  on 
the  very  same  day.  A  copy  of  that  proclamation  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Times  of  the  15th  of  May,  the  same  paper  which  I  have  already  desired 
to  transmit  for  another  purpose.  I  submit  it  to  your  consideration  with- 
out comment. 

Feeling  doubtful  how  the  informal  arrangement  of  Lord  John  Eussell 
might  have  been  affected  by  his  sudden  departure,  I  at  once  addressed 
to  him  the  customary  announcement  of  my  arrival,  and  a  request  for  an 
audience  of  her  Majesty  at  an  early  day.  This  brought  me  immediate 
replies  from  the  minister  and  from  his  secretary,  Mr.  Hammond,  con- 
firming the  appointment  of  Thursday  (yesterday)  as  the  time  for  my 
presentation,  whilst  the  latter  gentleman  notified  me  that  in  the  absence 
of  Lord  John  Eussell,  Lord  Palmerston  would  be  in  waiting  at  the  palace 
at  three  o'clock  to  present  me.  At  the  same  time  Mr.  Dallas  received 
a  similar  notification,  appointing  the  same  hour  and  place  for  his  audi- 
ence of  leave.  This  arrangement  was  fullj'  carried  out  yesterday  accord- 
ing to  the  programme^  Mr.  Dallas  was  introduced  first,  and  took  his 
leave,  after  which  I  presented  my  credentials,  with  a  few  words  express- 
ive of  the  desire  of  my  government  to  maintain  the  friendly  relations 
existing  between  the  two  countries ;  and  thus  I  became  the  recognized 
minister. 

Thus  an  end  is  put  to  all  the  speculations  which  have  been  set  afloat 
in  some  quarters,  for  interested  purposes,  touching  the  probable  position 
of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  this  court.  I  might  add,  that  so 
far  I  have  every  reason  to  be  ftilly  satisfied  with  the  reception  which  I 
have  met  with  from  everybody.  Fortunately,  the  news  which  came  from 
the  United  States  by  the  same  steamer  which  brought  me  was  calcu- 
lated to  dispel  many  of  the  illusions  that  had  been  industriously  elab- 
orated during  the  period  of  isolation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  to 
confirm  the  faith  of  those  who  had  permitted  themselves  to  doubt 
whether  all  government  in  the  United  States  was  of  any  more  cohesive- 
ness  than  a  rope  of  sand.  Yet,  I  cannot  say  that  the. public  opinion  is 
yet  exactly  what  we  would  wish  it.  Much  depends  upon  the  course  of 
things  in  the  United  States,  and  the  firmness  and  energy  made  visible 
in  the  direction  of  affairs. 

The  morning  papers  contain  a  report  of  the  debate  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  the  Queen's  proclamation,  to  which  I  beg  to  call  your  particular 
attention.  I  cannot  say  that  the  tone  of  it  is  generally  such  as  I  could 
wish.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  considerable  influence  at  work  here,  both 
in  and  out  of  the  ministry,  which  must  be  met  and  counteracted  at  as  early 
a  moment  as  practicable.  Mr.  Gregory  yesterday  gave  notice  of  a  post- 
ponement of  the  consideration  of  his  motion  until  the  7th  of  June.  The 
•reason  assigned  is  the  situation  of  Lord  John  Eussell.  •  •  The  same 
cause,  however,  which  postpones  this  debate  also  delays  my  opportuni- 
ties of  conference  with  the  minister.  My  wish  has  been  to  confer  with 
him  rather  than  with  any  of  the  subordinates,  for  reasons  which  will 
readily  occur  to  you.  Kext  week  come  the  Whitsuntide  holidays,  and 
the  adjournment  of  Parliament  for  ten  days,  during  which  little  can  be 
done  with  effect.  I  propose,  nevertheless,  at  once  to  apply  for  a  con- 
ference at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


CLAIMS   AGAINST   GREAT  BRITAIN.  41 

P.  S. — ^I  have  this  nioment  received  your  dispatches  No.  3  and  No.  4. 
They  are  of  such  importance  that  I  immediately  addressed  a  note  to  the 
foreign  office  requesting  an  early  interview. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Paiiiamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, 
No.  2.] 


Queen^s  Proclamation  of  May  13, 1861. 

[From  the  London  Times  of  May  15, 13G1.] 
\_FroM  Tu€8day*8  Gazette.'] 

By  the  Queen. — A  Proclamation. 

Victoria  R. 

Whereas  we  are  happily  at  peace  with  all  sovereigns,  powers,  and 
states: 

And  whereas  hostilities  have  unhappily  coininenced  between  the  govr 
cmment  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  certain  States  styling 
themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America: 

And  whereas  we,  being  at  peace  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  have  declared  our  royal  determination  to  maintain  a  strict  and 
imparrtial  neutrality  in  the  contest  between  the  said  contending  parties: 

We  therefore  have  thought  fit,  by  [and  withj  the  advice  of  our  privy 
council,  to  issue  this  our  royal  proclamation : 

And  we  do  hereby  strictly  charge  and  command  all  our  loving  subjects 
to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  in  and  during  the  aforesaid  hostilities,  and 
to  abstain  from  violating  or  contravening  either  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  the  realm  in  this  behalf,  or  the  law  of  nations  in  relation  thereto,  as 
they  will  answer  to  the  contrary  at  their  peril: 

And  whereas  in  and  by  a  certain  statute  made  and  passed  in  the  fifty- 
ninth  year  of  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  intituled  "An  act  to 
prevent  the  enlisting  or  eugageuient  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  to  serve 
in  a  foreign  service,  and  the  fitting  out  or  equipping,  in  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  vessels  for  warlike  purposes,  without  his  Majesty's  license,'^ 
it  is,  among  other  things,  declared  and  enacted  as  follows: 

"Tliat  if  any  natural  born  subject  of  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, without  the  leave  or  license  of  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  succes- 
sors, for  that  purpose  first  had  and  obtained,  under  the  sign-manual  ot 
his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  or  signified  by  order  in  council,  or 
by  proclamation  of  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  shall  take  or 
accept,  or  shall  agree  to  take*  or  accept,  any  military  commission,  or 
shall  otherwise  enter  into  the  military  service,  as  a  commissioned  or  non- 
commissioned officer,  or  shall  enlist  or  enter  himself  to  enlist,  or  shall 
agree  to  enlist  or  to  enter  himself  to  serve  as  a  soldier,  or  to  be  employed 
or  shall  serve  in  any  warlike  or  military  operation  in  the  service  of  or 
for  or  under  or  in  aid  of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  potentate,  colony, 
province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  people,  or  of  any  person  or  persons 
exercising,  or  assuming  to  exercise,  the  powers  of  government  in  or  over 
any  foreign  country,  colony,  province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  people, 
ei&er  as  an  officer  or  soloier,  or  in  any  other  military  capacity;  or  if 
any  natural-bom  subject  of  his  Majesty  shall,  without  such  leave  or 
license  as  aforesaid,  accept,  or  agree  to  take  or  accept,  any  commission, 
warrant,  or  appointment  as  an  officer,  or  shall  enlist  or  enter  himself,  or 
shall  agree  to  enlist  or  enter  himself,  to  serve  as  a  sailor  or  marine,  or  to 
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be  employed,  or  engaged,  or  shall  serve  in  and  on  board  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel of  war,  or  in  and  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  used  or  fitted  out,  or 
equipped  or  intended  to  be  used  for  any  warlDte  purpose,  in  the  service 
of  or  for  or  under  or  in  aid  of  any  foreign  power,  i)rince,  state,  potentate, 
colony,  province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  people,  or  of  any  person  or 
persons  exercising,  or  assuming  to  exercise,  the  powers  of  government  in. 
or  over  any  foreign  country,  colony,  province,  or  part  of  any  province  or 
people;  or  if  any  natural-born  subject  of  his  Majesty  shall,  without  sueh. 
leave  and  license  as  aforesaid,  engage,  contract,  or  agree  to  go,  or  shall 
go  to  any  foreign  state,  country,  colony,  province,  or  part  of  any  province, 
or  to  any  place  beyond  the  seas,  with  an  intent  or  in  order  to  enlist  or 
enter  himself  to  serve,  or  with  intent  to  serve,  in  any  warlike  or  military 
operation  whatever,  whether  by  land  or  by  sea,  in  the  service  of  or  for 
or  under  or  in  aid  of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  potentate,  colony,  prov- 
ince, or  part  of  any  i)rovince  or  people,  or  in  the  service  of  or  under  or 
in  aid  of  any  person  or  persons  exercising,  or  assuming  to  exercise,  the 
powers  of  government  in  or  over  any  foreign  country,  colony,  i>rovince, 
or  part  of  any  province  or  people,  either  as  an  officer  or  a  soldier,  or  in 
any  other  military  capacity,  or  as  an  officer  or  sailor,  or  marine,  in  any 
such  ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  although  no  enlisting  money  or  pay  or 
reward  shall  have  been  or  shall  oe  in  any  or  either  of  the  cases  aforesaiil 
actually  paid  to  or  received  by  him,  or  by  any  person  to  or  for  his  use 
or  benefit;  or  if  any  person  whatever,  within  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  in  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions 
elsewhere,  or  in  any  country,  colony,  settlement,  island,  or  place  belong- 
ing to  or  subject  to  his  Majesty,  shall  hire,  retain,  engage,  or  procure,  or 
shall  attempt  or  endeavor  to  hire,  retain,  engage,  or  procure,  any  person 
or  persons  whatever  to  enlist,  or  to  enter  or  engage  to  enlist,  or  to  serve 
or  to  be  employed  in  any  such  service  or  employment  as  aforesaid,  as  an 
officer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine,  either  in  land  or  sea  service,  for  or  under 
or  in  aid  of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  potentate,  colony,  province,  or  part 
of  any  province  or  people,  or  for  or  under  or  in  aid  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons exercising,  or  assuming  to  exercise,  any  powers  of  government  as 
aforesaid,  or  to  go  or  to  agree  to  go  or  embark  from  any  part  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions,  for  the  purpose  or  with  intent  to  be  so  enlisted, 
entered,  engaged,  or  employed  as  aforesaid,  whether  any  enlisting  money, 
pay,  or  reward  shall  have  been  or  shall  be  actually  given  or  received,  or 
not;  in  any  or  either  of  such  cases,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  being  convicted  thereol^ 
upon  any  information  or  indictment,  shall  be  punishable  by  fine  ana 
imprisonment,  or  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before 
which  such  offender  shall  be  convicted.'' 

And  it  is  in  and  by  the  said  act  further  enacted — 

"That  if  any  person,  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  in 
any  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  beyond  the  seas,  shall,  without  the 
leave  and  license  of  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose  first  had  and  obtained 
as  aforesaid,  equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm.  or  attempt  or  endeavor  to 
equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm,  or  procure  to  oe  equipped,  furnished,  fitted 
out,  or  armed,  or  shall  knowingly  aid,  assist,  or  be  concerned  in  the 
equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  with 
intent  or  in  order  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  or  potentate,  or  of  any  foreign  colony, 
province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  people,  or  of  any  person  or  persons 
exercising,  or  assuming  to  exercise,  any  powers  of  government  in  or  over 
any  foreign  state,  colony^  province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  people, 
as  a  transport  or  store-ship,  or  with  intent  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities 
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against  any  prince,  state,  or  potentate,  or  against  the  subjects  or  citizens 
of  any  prince,  state,  or  i)oteutate,  or  against  the  persons  exercising,  or 
assuming  to  exercise^  the  powers  of  government  in  any  colony,  province, 
or  part  of  any  province  or  country,  or  against  the  inhabitants  of  any 
foreign  colony,  province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  country,  with  whom 
his  Majesty  shall  not  then  be  at  war;  or  shall,  within  the  United  King- 
dom, or  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  or  in  any  settlement,  colony, 
territory,  island,  or  place  belonging  or  subject  to  his  Majesty,  issue  or 
deliver  any  commission  for  any  ship  or  vessel,  to  the  intent  that  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  so  offend- 
ing shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  upon  any  information  or  indictment,  be  punished  by  fine  and 
imprisonment,  or  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  in  which 
such  offender  shall  be  convicted;  and  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  the 
tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  together  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  am- 
munition, and  stores,  which  may  belong  to  or  be  on  board  of  any  such 
ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  forfeited ;  and  it  shall  be  lawftd  for  any  officer  of 
his  Majesty's  customs  or  excise,  or  any  officer  of  his  Majesty's  navy,  who 
is  by  law  empowered  to  make  seizures  for  any  forfeiture  incurred  under 
any  of  the  laws  of  customs  or  excise,  or  the  laws  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion,  to  seize  such  ships  and  vessels  aforesaid,  and  in  such  places,  and  in 
such  manner  in  which  the  officers  of  his  Msgesty's  customs  or  excise  and 
the  officers  of  his  Majesty's  navy  are  empowered  respectively  to  make 
seizures  under  the  laws  of  customs  and  excise,  or  under  the  laws  of  trade 
and  navigation;  and  that  every  such  ship  and  vessel,  with  the  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  together  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  stores  which  may  belong  to  or  be  on  board  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, may  be  prosecuted  and  condemned  in  the  like  manner  and  in  such 
courts  as  ships  or  vessels  may  be  prosecuted  and  condemned  for  any 
breach  of  the  laws  made  for  the  protection  of  the  revenues  of  customs 
and  excise,  or  of  the  laws  of  trade  and  navigation." 

And  it  is  in  and  by  the  said  act  further  enacted — 

"  That  if  any  person  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  in  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  beyond 
tbe  seas,  withput  the  leave  and  license  of  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose 
first  had  and  obtained  as  aforesaid,  shall,  by  adding  to  the  number  of 
the  guns  of  such  vessel,  or  by  changing  those  on  board  for  other  guns, 
or  by  the  addition  of  any  equipment  for  war,  increase  or  augment,  or 
procure  to  be  increased  or  augmented,  or  shall  be  knowingly  concerned 
in  increasing  or  augmenting,  the  wai-like  force  of  any  ship  or  vessel  of 
war,  or  cruiser,  or  other  armed  vessel,  which  at  the  time  of  her  arrival 
in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions, 
was  a  ship  of  war,  cruiser,  or  armed  vessel  in  the  service  of  any  foreign 
prince,  state,  or  potentate,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  exercising  or 
assuming  to  exercise  any  powers  of  government  in  or  over  any  colony, 
province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  people  belonging  to  the  subjects  of 
any  such  prince,  state,  or  potentate,  or  to  the  inliabite,nts  of  any  colony, 
province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  country  under  the  control  of  any 
person  or  persons  so  exercising,  or  assuming  to  exercise,  the  powers  of 
government,  every  such  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  shall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof,  upon  any  infor- 
mation or  indictment,  be  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  or  either 
of  them^  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  which  such  offender  shall 
be  convicted.'' 

Now,  in  order  that  none  of  our  subjects  may  unwarily  render  them- 
selves liable  to  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  said  statute,  we  do  hereby 
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strictly  command  that  no  person  or  i^ersons  whosoever  do  commit  any 
act,  matter,  or  thing  wliatsoever,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
statute,  upon  pain  of  the  several  penalties  by  the  said  statute  imposed, 
and  of  our  high  displeasure. 

And  we  do  hereby  further  warn  all  our  loving  subjects,  and  all  per- 
sons whatsoever  entitled  to  our  protection,  that  if  any  of  them  shall 
presume,  in  contempt  of  this  our  royal  proclamation,  and  of  our  high 
displeasure,  to  do  any  acts  in  derogation  of  their  duty,  as  subjects  of  a 
neutral  sovereign  in  the  said  contest,  or  in  violation  or  contravention  of 
the  law  of  nations  in  that  behalf;  as,  for  example,  and  more  especially, 
by  entering  into  the  military  service  of  either  of  the  said  contendiug 
parties,  as  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers ;  or  by 
serving  as  officers,  sailors,  or  marines  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  of 
war  or  transport  of  or  in  the  service  of  either  of  the  said  contending 
parties;  or  by  serving  as  officers,  sailors,  or  marines  on  board  any  pri- 
vateer bearing  letters  of  marque  of  or  from  either  of  the  said  contend- 
ing parties ;  or  by  engaging  to  go  or  going  to  any  i)lace  beyond  the  seas 
with  intent  to  enlist  or  engage  in  any  such  service,  or  by  procuring  or 
attempting  to  procure,  within  her  Majesty's  dominions  at  home  or 
abroad,  others  to  do  so ;  or  by  fitting  out,  arming,  or  equipping  any  ship 
or  vessel  to  be  emi)loyed  as  a  ship  of  war  or  privateer  or  transport  b^^ 
either  of  the  said  contending  parties ;  or  by  breaking  or  endeavoring  to 
break  any  blockade  lawfully  and  actually  established  by  or  on  behalf  of 
either  of  the  said  contending  parties;  or  by  carrying  officers,  soldiers, 
dispatches,  arms,  military  stores,  or  materials,  or  any  article  or  articles 
considered  and  deemed  to  be  contraband  of  war,  according  to  the  law  or 
modern  usage  of  nations,  for  the  use  or  service  of  either  of  the  said  con- 
tending parties;  all  persons  so  offending  will  incur  and  be  liable  to  the 
several  penalties  and  penal  consequences  by  the  said  statute  or  by  the 
law  of  nations  in  that  behalf  imposed  or  denounced. 

And  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  all  our  subjects  and  persons  entitled 
to  our  protection,  who  may  misconduct  themselves  in  the  premises,  will 
do  so  at  their  peril  and  of  their  own  wrong,  and  that  they  will  in  nowise 
"obtain  any  protection  from  us  against  any  liabilities  or  penal  conse- 
quences, but  will,  on  the  contrary,  incur  our  high  displeasure  by  such 
misconduct. 

Given  at  our  court  at  the  White  Lodge,  Eichmond  Park,  this  thir- 
teenth day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-one,  and  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  our  reign. 

Gtod  save  the  Queen. 

[The  above  has  been  compared  with  the  proclamation  as  published  in 
the  British  Blue  Book,  and  the  difference  indicated  by  inclosing  the  words 
which  appear  in  the  Times,  but  not  in  the  Blue  Book,  in  brackets. 

[For  subsequent  proclamations  and  declarations  of  other  powers,  see 
General  Appendix,  No.  1.] 


DECLAEATION  OF  PARIS. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Circular.] 

No.  3.1      .  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washingt^m,  April  24, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  advocates  of  benevolence,  and  the  believers  in  human  pro- 
gress, encouraged  b}"  the  slow  though  marked  meliorations  of  the  bar- 
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barities  of  war  which  have  obtained  in  modern  times,  have  been,  a«  yon 
are  well  aware,  recently  engaged  with  much  assiduity  in  endeavoring  to 
effect  some  modification  of  the  law  of  nations  in  regard  to  the  rights 
of  neutrals  in  maritime  war.  In  the  spirit  of  the  movement,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1854,  submitted  to  the  sev- 
eral maritime  nations  two  propositions,  to  which  he  solicited  their  assent 
as  permanent  principles  of  international  law-,  which  were  as  follows : 

1.  Free  ships  make  free  goods ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  effects  or  goods 
belonging  to  subjects  or  citizens  of  a  power  or  state,  at  war,  are  free 
from  capture  or  confiscation  when  found  on  board  of  neutral  vessels, 
with  the  exception  of  articles  contraband  of  war. 

2-  That  the  property  of  neutrals  on  board  an  enemy's  vessel  is  not  sub- 
ject to  confiscation  unless  the  same  be  contraband  of  war. 

Several  of  the  governments  to  which  these  propositions  were  submit- 
ted expressed  their  willingness  to  accept  them^  while  some  others,  which 
were  then  in  a  state  of  war,  intimated  a  desire  to  defer  acting  thereon 
until  the  return  of  peace  should  present  what  they  thought  would  be  a 
more  ausi)icious  season  for  such  interesting  negotiations. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  1856,  a  congress  was  in  session  at  Paris.  It  con- 
sisted of  several  maritime  powers,  represented  by  their  plenipotentiaries, 
namely,  Great  Britain,  Austria.  France,  Eussia,  Prussia,  Sardinia  and 
Turkey.  That  congress,  having  taken  up  the  general  subject  to  which 
allusion  has  already  been  made  in  this  letter,  on  the  day  before  mentioned, 
came  to  an  agreement,  which  they  adopted  in  the  form  of  a  declaration, 
to  the  effect  following,  namely: 

1.  Privateeringj  is  and  remains  abolished. 

2.  The  neutral  flag  covers  wiemy's  goods,  with  the  exception  of  con- 
t^ab.^nd  of  war. 

3.  Neutral  goods,  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of  war,  are  not 
liable  to  capture  under  enemy's  flag. 

4.  Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective;  that  is  to  say, 
maintained  by  forces  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast  of 
the  enemy. 

The  agreement  pledged  the  parties  constituting  the  congress  to  bring 
the  declaration  thus  made  to  the  knowledge  of  the  states  which  had  not 
been  represented  in  that  body,  and  to  invite  them  to  accede  to  it.  The 
congress,  however,  at  the  same  time  insisted,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
declaration  should  be  binding  only  on  the  powers  who  were  or  should 
become  parties  to  it,  as  one  whole  and  indivisible  compact;  and,  secovdiy, 
that  the  parties  who  had  agreed,  and  those  who  should  afterwards 
accede  to  it,  should,  after  the  adoption  of  the  same,  enter  Into  no 
arrangement  on  the  application  of  maritime  law  in  time  of  war  without 
stipulating  for  a  strict  observance  of  the  four  points  resolved  by  the 
declaration. 

The  declaration  which  I  have  thus  substantially  recited,  of  course,  pre- 
vented all  the  powers  which  became  parties  to  it  from  accepting  the  two 
propositions  which  have  been  before  submitted  to  the  maritime  nations 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  declaration  was,  in  due  time,  submitted  by  the  governments  rep- 
resented in  the  congress  at  Paris  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

The  President,  about  the  14th  of  July,  1856,  made  known  to  the 
states  concerned  his  unwillingness  to  accede  to  the  declaration.  In 
making  that  announcement  on  behalf  of  this  government,  my  prede- 
cessor, Mr.  Marcy,  called  the  attention  of  those  states  to  the  following 
points,  namely : 

Firet.  That  the  second  and  third  propositions  contained  in  the  Paris 
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declaration  are  substantially  the  same  with  the  two  propositions  whicli 
liad  before  been  submitted  to  the  maritime  states  bv  the  President. 

Second*  Tliat  the  Paris  declaration,  with  the  conditions  annexed,  was 
inadiiiissible  by  the  United  States  in  three  respects,  namely :  1st.  That 
the  government  of  the  United  States  could  not  give  its  assent  to  the 
first  proposition  contained  in  the  declaration,  namely,  that  "  Privateer- 
ing is  and  remains  alK)lished,''  although  it  was  willing  to  accept  it  with 
an  amendment  which  should  exempt  the  private  property  of  individ- 
uals, though  belonging  to  belligerent  states,  from  seizure  and  confiscation 
by  national  vessels  in  maritime  war.  2d.  That  for  this  reason  the  stip- 
ulation annexed  to  the  declaration,  viz. :  that  the  four  propositions  must  be 
taken  alti)gether  or  rejected  altogether,  without  modification,  could  not 
be  allowed.  3d.  That  the  farther  condition  annexed  to  the  declaration, 
Ayhich  provided  that  the  parties  acceding  to  it  should  enter  into  no 
negotiation  for  any  modification  of  the  law  of  maritime  war  with  the 
nations,  which  should  not  contain  the  four  points  contained  in  the  Paris 
declaration,  seemed  inconsistent  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  national 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  1856,  Mr.  Mason,  then  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  was  instructed  by  the  President  to  propose  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  France  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  for  its  adherence,  with 
the  United  States,  to  the  four  principles  of  the  declaration  of  the  Con- 
gress of  Paris,  provided  the  first  of  them  should  be  amended  as  specified 
in  Mr.  Marcy's  note  to  the  Count  de  Sartiges  on  the  28th  of  July,  1856. 
Mr.  Mason  accordingly  brought  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  imperial 
government  of  France,  which  was  disposed  to  entertain  the  mattet 
favorably,  but  which  failed  to  communicate  its  decision  on  the  subject 
to  him.  Similar  instructions  regarding  the  matter  were  addressed  by 
this  department  to  Mr.  Dallas,  our  minister  at  London,  on  the  31st  day 
of  January,  1857 :  but  the  proposition  above  referred  to  had  not  been 
directly  presented  to  the  British  government  by  him  when  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  government  by  Franklin  Pierce,  during  whose  term  these 
proceedings  occurred,  came  to  an  end  on  the  3d  of  March,  1857^  and  was 
succeeded  by  that  of  James  Buchanan,  who  directed  the  negotiations  to 
be  arrested  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  examine  the  questions 
involved,  and  they  have  ever  since  remained  in  that  state  of  suspension. 

Tlie  President  of  the  United  States  has  now  taken  the  subject  into 
consideration,  and  he  is  prepared  to  communicate  his  views  upon  it,  with 
a  disposition  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. 

For  that  purpose,  you  are  hereby  instructed  to  seek  an  early  opportu- 
nity to  call  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  the  subject, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  it  remains  disposed  to  renew  negotiations  for 
the  accession  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  the  declaration 
of  the  Paris  congress,  with  the  conditions  annexed  by  that  body  to  the 
same;  and  if  j^ou  shall  find  that  government  so  disposed,  you  will  then 
enter  into  a  convention  to  that  effect,  substantially  in  the  form  of  a  pro- 
ject for  that  piu*pose  herewith  transmitted  to  you ;  the  convention  to 
take  effect  from  the  time  when  the  due  ratifications  of  the  same  shall 
hav^  been  exchanged.  It  is  presumed  that  you  will  need  no  special 
explanation  of  the  sentiments  of  the  President  on  this  subject  for  the 
purpose  of  conducting  the  necessary  conferences  with  the  government 
to  which  you  are  accredited.  Its  assent  is  expected  on  the  ground  that 
the  proposition  is  accepted  at  its  suggestion,  and  in  the  form  it  has  pro- 
posed. For  your  own  information,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
l^resident  adheres  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  my  predecessor,  Mr. 
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Marcy,  that  it  would  be  eminently  desirable  for  the  good  of  all  nations 
that  the  property  and  effects  of  i)rivate  individuals,  not  contraband, 
should  hek  exempt  from  seizure  and  confiscation  by  national  vessels  in 
'  maritime  war.  If  the  time  and  circumstances  were  propitious  to  a  pros- 
ecution of  the  negotiation  with  that  object  in  view,  he  would  direct  that 
it  should  be  assiduously  pm*sued.  But  the  right  season  seems  to  have 
paased,  at  least  for' the  present.  Europe  seems  once  more  on  the  verge 
of  quite  general  wars.  On  the  other  hand,  a  portion  of  the  American 
people  have  raised  the  standard  of  insurrection,  and  proclaimed  a  pro- 
visional government^  and,  through  its  organs,  have  taken  the  bad  res- 
olution to  invite  privateers  to  prey  upon  the  peaceful  commerce  of  the 
United  States. 

Prudence  and  humanity  combine  in  persuading  the  President,  under 
the  circumstances,  that  it  is  wise  to  secure  the  lesser  good  offered  by  the 
Paris  congress,  without  waiting  indefinitely  in  hope  to  obtain  the  greater 
one  offered  to  the  maritime  nations  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

'  Chabi;bs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  cfcc,  <fec. 

P.  S. — A  full  power  to  treat  is  also  herewith  sent.  The  same,  mutatis 
mutandis,  to  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  in  France,  Eussia,  Prus- 
sia, Austria,  Belgium,  Italy,  and  Denmark. 


Convention  upon  the  subject  of  tlie  ^'ights  of  belligerents  and  neutrals  in  time 
of  war  J  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  her  Majesty  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  United  States  of  America  and  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  being  equally  animated  by  a  desire  to  define  with 
more  precision  the  rights  of  belUgerents  and  neutra]^  in  time  of  war, 
have,  for  that  pmiKwse,  conferred  ftdl  powers^  the  President  of  the  United 
States  upon  Charles  Francis  Adams,  accredited  as  their  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  her  said  Majesty,  and  her  Majesty  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  upon 

And  the  said  plenipotentiaries,  after  having  exchanged  their  full 
powers,  have  concluded  the  following  articles : 

Article  L 

1.  Privateering  is  and  remains  abolished.  2.  The  neutral  fiag  covers 
enemy's  goods,  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of  war.  3.  Neutral 
goods,  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of  war,  are  not  liable  to  cap- 
ture under  enemy's  flag.  4.  Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be 
effective ;  that  is  to  say,  maintained  by  a  force  sufficient  really  to  pre- 
vent access  to  the  coast  of  the  enemy. 

Abticle  II. 

The  present  conventiou  shaU  be  ratified  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
and  by  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
ratiflcations  shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington,  within  the  space  of  six 
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months  from  the  signature,  or  sooner  if  possible.  In  faith  whereof,  the 
respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the  present  convention  in  dupli- 
cate, and  have  thereto  affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  London,  the day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our* Lord  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  (1861.) 

[Gommunicated  to  Lord  J.  Bussell  by  Mr.  Adams,  July  13.] 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America," No.  3, 1862,  p.  1.] 

Ko.  1. 
LoyA  J.  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

Foreign  Office,  May  6, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  Although  her  Majesty's  government  have  received  no  dis- 
patches from  Lord  Lyons  by  the  mail  which  has  just  arrived,  the  com- 
munication between  Washington  and  New  York  being  interrupted,  yet 
tile  accounts  which  have  reached  them  from  some  of  her  Majesty's  con- 
suls, coupled  with  what  has  appeared  in  the  public  prints,  are  sufficient 
to  siiow  that  a  civil  war  has  broken  out  among  the  States  which  lately 
composed  the  American  Union. 

Other  nations  have,  therefore,  to  consider  the  light  in  which,  with 
reference  to  that  war,  they  are  to  regard  the  confederacy  into  which  the 
southern  States  have  united  themselves ;  and  it  appears  to  her  Majesty's 
government  that,  looking  at  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  can- 
not hesitate  to  admit  that  such  confederacy  is  entitled  to  be  considered 
as  a  belligerent,  and,  as  such,  invested  with  all  the  rights  and  preroga- 
tives of  a  belligerent. 

I  have  stated  this  to  Lord  Lyons  in  the  dispatch  of  which  I  inclose  a 
copy  for  ycmr  excellency's  information.* 

In  making  known  to  M.  Thouvenel  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's 
government  on  this  point,  your  excellency  will  add  that  you  are  instructed 
to  call  the  att-ention  of  the  French  government  to  the  bearing  which 
this  unfortunate  contest  threatens  to  have  on  the  rights  and  interests 
of  neutral  nations. 

On  the  one  hand,  President  Lincoln,  in  behalf  of  the  northern  portion 
of  the  late  United  States,  has  issued  a  proclamation  declarator^'  of  an 
intention  to  subject  the  ports  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  late  Union 
to  a  rigorous  blockade ;  on  the  other  hand,  President  Davis,  on  behalf 
of  the  southern  portion  of  the  late  Union,  has  issued  a  proclamation 
declaratory  of  an  intention  to  grant  letters  of  marque  for  cruisers  to  be 
employed  against  the  commerce  of  the  north. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  be 
well  deserving  of  the  immediate  consideration  of  all  maritime  powers, 
but  more  especially  of  France  and  England,  whether  they  should  not 
take  some  steps  to  in\ite  the  contending  parties  to  act  upon  the  princi- 
I>les  laid  down  in  the  second  and  thii^d  articles  of  the  declaration  of 
Paris  of  1856,  which  relates  to  the  security  of  neutral  property  on  the 
high  seas. 

The  United  States,  as  an  entire  government,  have  not  acceded  to  that 
declaration ;  but  in  practice  they  have,  in  their  conventions  ^vith  otlier 
powers,  adopted  the  second  article,  although  admitting  that,  without 
some  such  convention,  the  nde  was  not  one  of  universal  application. 

*  This  dispatch  is  printed  with  the  above  nndcr  the  head  of  "  Belligerent  Becognition." 
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As  regards  the  third  article,  in  recent  treaties  concluded  by  the  United 
States  with  South  American  republics,  the  principle  adopted  has  been 
at  variance  with  that  laid  down  in  the  declaration  of  Paris. 

Year  excellency  will  remember  that  when  it  was  proposed  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  IJnited  States,  in  1856,  to  adopt  the  whole  of  the  declar 
ration  of  Paris,  they,  in  the  first  instance,  agreed  to  the  second,  third, 
and  fourth  proposals,  but  made  a  condition  as  to  the  first  that  the  other 
powers  should  assent  to  extending  the  declaration  so  as  to  exempt  all 
private  property  whatever  from  capture  on  the  high  6eas ;  but  before 
any  final  decision  was  taken  on  this  proposal,  the  government  of  Presi- 
dent Buchanan,  which  in  the  interval  had  come  into  power,  withdrew 
the  proposition  altogether. 

It  seems  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  be  deserving  of  consideration 
whether  a  joint  endeavor  should  not  now  be  made  to  obtain  from  each 
of  the  belligerents  a  formal  recognition  of  both  principles  as  laid  down 
in  the  declaration  of  Paris,  so  that  such  principles  shsdl  be  admitted  by 
both,  as  they  have  been  admitted  by  the  powers  who  made  or  acceded 
to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  henceforth  to  form  part  of  the  general  law 
of  nations. 

Her  Majesty's  government  would  be  glad  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  views  of  the  imperial  government  on  this  matter  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3,  p.  3.] 

No.  3. 

Earl  Cmoley  to  Lord  J.  BtisselL 

Paris,  May  9,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  called  this  afternoon  on  M.  Thouvene^  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  his  answer  to  the  proposals  contained  in  your  lordship^s 
dispatch  of  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  measures  which  should  be 
parsued  by  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  for  the  protection  of  neuti*al 
pix)i)erty  in  presence  of  the  events  which  are  passing  in  the  American 
States. 

M.  Thouvenel  said  the  imperial  go^'^emment  concurred  entirely  in  the 
views  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and  would  be  prepared  to  join  her 
Majesty's  government  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  of  the  belligerents  a 
formal  recognition  of  the  second  and  third  articles  of  the  declaration  of 
Paris.  M.  de  Flahault  would  receive  instructions  to  make  this  known 
officially  to  your  lordship. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  this  endeavor  should  be  made, 
M.  Thouvenel  said  that  he  thought  a  communication  should  be  addressed 
to  both  parties  in  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same  language,  the  consuls 
being  made  the  organs  of  communication  with  the  southern  States ;  that 
the  language  employed  should  be  that  of  goodwill  and  friendship ;  that 
the  present  state  of  things  should  be  deplored,  and  a  declaration  made 
that  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  intended  to  abstain 
from  all  interference;  but  that  the  commercial  interests  of  the  two  coun- 
tries demanded  that  they  should  be  assured  that  the  principles  with 
respect  to  neutral  property  laid  down  by  the  congress  of  Paris  would  be 
adhered  to,  an  assurance  which  the  two  governments  did  not  doubt 
they  should  obtain,  as  the  principles  in  question  were  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  those  that  had  been  always  advocated  by  the  United  States. 

4  A  O— VOL..  I 
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M.  Thouvenel  observed  that  as  France  and  the  United  States  }iad  been 
always  agreed  on  these  maritime  questions,  it  would  be  difficult  for 
either  paity  in  America  to  re&se  their  assent  to  the  principles  now 
invoked. 

His  excellency  said  further  that,  in  looking  for  precedents,  it  had  been 
discovered  that  Great  Britain,  although  treating  at  the  commencement 
of  the  American  war  letters  of  marque  as  piracy,  had,  after  a  time, 
recognized  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  States  in  rebellion  against  her. 
I  have,  &c., 

COWLEY. 


LFrom  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  3.] 

No.  4. 

Lord  John  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

Foreign  Office, 

May  13,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  yonr  excellency's  dispatch  of  the  0th 
instant,  and  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  express  to  M.  Thouvenelthe  satis- 
faction of  her  Majesty's  government  at  the  concuii'ence  of  the  imperial 
government  in  their  views,  as  set  forth  in  my  dispatch  of  the  6th  instant, 
m  regard  to  the  expediency  of  endeavoring  to  obtain  from  the  bellige- 
rent States  of  North  America  a  formal  recognition  of  the  second  a^ 
third  articles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  on  the  subject  of  maritime  law. 
I  am,  &c., 

J,  RUSSELL. 


[From  British  Bine  Book, "  North  America,"  No.  3,  1862,  p.  3.] 

No,  5. 
Lord  J.  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley, 

[Extract] 

FoBBiGN  Office,  May  16, 1861. 

I  transmit  to  yonr  excellency  herewith  a  copy  of  a  draft  to  Lord 
Lyons,  • 

Your  excellency  will  communicate  the  draft  to  M.  Thouvenel,  and 
report  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  whether  the  French  government  con- 
cur in  it^  in  which  case  the  instruction  would  be  forwarded  to  Lord 
Lyons  by  the  mail  of  Saturday  next. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "NoriJi  America,*^  No.  3, 1862,  p.  4.] 

No.  6. 

Earl  Cowley  to  Lord  «7.  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Paris,  May  17, 1861^ 

I  9aw  M.  Thouvenel  as  soon  as  was  possible  after  the  receipt  of  your 
lordship's  dispatch  of  yesterday's  date,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  draft  to 

Lord  Lyons. 

1*1"  —  I  I      .1.  ■  .  ^ 

*  Printed  with  dispatch  No.  39  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  September  7, 1861. 
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M.  Thouvenel  had  already  written  to  M.  Mercier  in  the  same  terms  as 
your  lordship  proposes  to  address  your  instructions  to  Lord  Lyons.  I 
need  hardly  add  that  his  excellencjy  concurs  entirely  in  the  draft. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  6.] 

No.  8. 

Lord  J,  BusseU  to  Lord  Ljfons. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  May  18, 1861. 

I  think  it  right  to  acquaint  your  lordship  that  my  instruction  to  you 
of  the  sixth  instant,  in  which  I  stated  to  you  the  grounds  on  which  her 
Majesty's  government  had  thought  it  incumbent  on  them  to  admit  the 
belligerent  rights  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  as  well  as  my 
instruction  to  you  of  this  day,  have  severally  been  communicated  to  the 
French  government,  and  that,  as  I  learn  from  Lord  Cowley  and  the 
French  ambassador,  the  imperial  g:overnment  concur  in  those  instruc- 
tions, and  have  sent  corresponding  intructions  to  M.  Mercier. 

Your  lordship  may  therefore  be  prepared  to  find  your  French  colleague 
ready  to  take  the  same  line  with  yourself  in  his  communications  with 
the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  need  not  tell  your  lordship  that  her  Majesty's  government  would 
ver>'  gladly  see  a  practice  which  is  calculated  to  legwi  to  great  irregu- 
bu-ities,  and  to  increase  the  calamities  of  war,  renounced  by  both  the 
contending  parties  in  America  as  it  has  been  renounced  by  almost  every 
other  nation  of  the  world;  and  therefore  you  will  not  err  in  encouraging 
the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited  to  carry  into  effect  any  dis- 
position which  they  may  evince  to  recognize  the  declaration  of  Paris  in 
regard  to  privateering,  as  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  doubt  that 
they  will,  without  hesitation,  recognize  the  remaining  articles  of  the 
declaration,  to  which  you  are  now  instructed  to  call  their  attention. 

You  will  clearly  understand  that  her  Majesty's  government  cannot 
accept  the  renunciation  of  privateering  on  the  part  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  if  coupled  with  the  condition  that  they  should 
enforce  its  renunciation  on  the  Confederate  States,  either  by  denying 
their  right  to  issue  letters  of  marque,  or  by  interfering  with  the  bellig- 
erent oi)erations  of  vessels  holding  ^om  them  such  letters  of  marque, 
80  long  as  they  carry  on  hostilities  according  to  the  recognized  princi- 
ples and  under  the  admitted  liabilities  of  the  law  of  nations. 

You  will  take  such  means  as  you  shall  j.udge  most  expedient  to  trans- 
mit to  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston  or  New  Orleans  a  copy  of  my 
previous  dispatch  to  you  of  this  day's  date,  to  be  communicated  at 
Montgomery  to  the  president  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  lO.j  Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington^  May  21, 1861. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  privateers  in  the  insurgent  service,  you  will 
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Bay  that  this  is  a  question  exclusively  our  own.  We  treat  them  as  pirates. 
Hiey  are  our  own  citizens,  or  persons  employed  by  our  citizens,  preying 
on  the  commerce  of  our  country.  If  Great  Britain  shall  choose  to  recog- 
nize them  a«  lawful  belligerents,  and  give  them  shelter  from  our  pursuit 
and  punishment,  the  law  of  nations  afford  an  adequate  and  proper 
remedy  and  we  shall  avail  ourselves  of  it. 

Happily,  however,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  can  avoid  all 
these  difficulties.  It  in\ited  us  in  1856  to  accede  to  the  declaration  of 
the  congress  of  Paris,  of  which  body  Great  Britain  was  herself  a  mem- 
ber, abolishing  privateering  everywhere  in  all  cases  and  forever.  You 
already  have  our  authority  to  propose  to  her  our  accession  to  that  decla- 
ration. If  she  refuse  to  receive  it,  it  can  only  be  because  she  is  willing 
to  become  the  patron  of  privateering  when  aimed  at  our  devastation. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ci^o.,  ci^o.,  dko. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  2.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  21, 1861. 
Sie:  #•••#••• 

I  then  remarked  [to  Lord  John  Eussell]  that  there  was  another  sub- 
ject upon  which  I  had  received  a  dispatch,  though  1  should  not,  after  so 
long  a  conference,  venture  to  do  more  than  open  the  matter  to-day. 
This  was  a  proposal  *to  negotiate  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutrals  iu 
time  of  war.  The  necessary  powers  had  been  transmitted  to  me,  together 
with  the  form  of  a  convention,  which  I  would  do  myself  the  honor  to 
submit  to  his  consideration  if  there  was  any  disposition  to  pursue  the 
matter  further.  His  lordship  then  briefly  reviewed  the  past  action  of 
the  two  countries  since  the  meeting  of  the  congress  at  Paris,  and 
expressed  the  willingness  of  Great  Britain  to  negotiate ;  but  he  seemed 
to  desire  to  leave  the  subject  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Lyons,  to  whom  he 
intimated  that  he  had  already  transmitted  authority  to  assent  to  any 
modification  of  the  only  point  in  issue  which  the  government  of  the 
United  States  might  prefer.  On  that  matter  he  believed  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  whatever.  Under  these  circumst>ances,  I  shall  not  press 
the  subject  further  at  this  place  until  I  receive  new  directions  to  that 
effect  from  the  department  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  1862,  No.  3.  p.  6.] 

Ko.  9. 

Lord  J.  Rmsell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

FoBEiaN  Office,  May  21, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  In  the  course  of  otir  conversation  on  the  18th,  Mr.  Adams 
told  me  that  his  government  was  disposed  to  adhere  to  the  provisions  of 
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the  declaration  of  Paris,  and  that  he  had  powers  to  negotiate  upon  that 
question.  But  upon  my  saying  that  both  Great  Britain  and  France  had 
given  instructions  to  their  ministers  at  Washington  upon  this  subject, 
he  said  he  thought  it  would  be  well  not  to  pursue  the  matter  here,  but 
to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  am,  &c.,  % 

J.  EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  5.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris  J  May  22, 1861. 
Sir:         •••••#•♦ 

I  have  opened,  since  here,  (directed  to  my  predecessor,)  a  copy  of  the 
President's  proclamation  as  to  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  dated  27th  April,  1861.  I  received  likewise  dispatch 
No.  4  last  night,  containing  views  of  the  government  at  Washington  as 
to  the  abolition  of  privateering,  and  inclosing  to  me  a  commission  to 
effect  with  the  French  government  a  treaty  for  that  purpose,  with  the 
form  of  such  treaty.  This  is  of  great  importance,  and  will  affect  in  a 
material  degree  the  means  of  defense  on  the  part  of  our  country  in  time 
of  war.  I  shall  proceed  in  conformity,  however,  with  these  instructions, 
to  communicate  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject.  But 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that,  in  view  of  what  the  French  law  is,  as  heretofore 
stated,  and  the  little  danger  to  our  commerce  which  can  soon  arise  from 
any  action  of  this  government  or  of  its  subjects  from  privateers,  that  I 
had  better  attempt  again  to  obtain  a  provision  exempting  from  seizure 
private  property  afloat  (unless  contraband)  the  same  as  private  property 
is  now  exempt  on  land.  I  should  very  much  regret  an  opportunity  lost 
to  obtain  such  a  treaty  provision,  if  possible,  before  we  give  up  that  spe- 
cies of  volunteer  marine  by  which  we  are  enabled  in  some  degree  to 
affect  the  commerce  of  other  nations,  having  a  heavier  naval  marine, 
while  they  are  destroying  our  own.  The  Emperor  is  about  to  leave  Paris 
for  the  country,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  great  expedition  can  be  had  in  this 
matter;  but,  acting  under  the  direct  instructions  of  the  government  at 
home,  I  shall  incur  no  unnecessary  delay  in  carrying  those  instructious 

(if  I  can  procure  no  better  terms)  into  effect. 

•  ••••••• 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  6.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris^  May  21, 1861. 

Sir:  Immediately  after  closing  my  last  dispatch  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Thou- 
venel  a  note  apprising  him  that  I  was  fully  authorized  to  ent^r  into  a 
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eonvention  with  the  government  of  Prance  in  respect  to  privateering, 
the  rights  of  neutrals,  and  the  matter  of  blockade,  and  requesting  him, 
if  disposed  to  renew  negotiations  upon  these  subjects,  to  name  a  day  for 
conference. 

My  note  was  not  sent  until  the  25th  instant.    A  copy  is  attached, 
marked  letter  A. 

With  much  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


A. 
Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Thouvenel. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

PariSy  May  24,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  am  fully 
authorized  by  my  government  to  enter  into  a  convention  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  France  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  privateering,  the  rights 
of  neutrals,  and  the  matter  of  blockade. 

If,  therefore,  the  government  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  remains  disposed 
to  renew  negotiations  upon  these  subjects,  1  shall  be  happy  to  have  a 
conference  with  your  excellency  at  such  time  as  your  excellency  may 
indicate. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

M.  Thouvenel, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.  ] 

No.  8.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

FariSy  May  30, 1861. 

Sm :  Since  the  date  of  my  dispatch  No.  6  I  have  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

I  told  him  I  was  authorized  to  accept  the  four  propositions  adopted  at  the 
congress  of  Paris  in  1856,  but  with  the  desire  expressed  by  the  Presi- 
dent that  the  provisions  should  be  added  exempting  private  property 
afloat,  unless  contraband,  from  seizure  and  confiscation.  I  did  not  say, 
nor  did  he  ask,  whether  tne  four  propositions  would  be  accepted  without 
amendment.  He  said  nothing  could  be  done  except  by  conference  with 
the  other  powers,  but  if  I  would  submit  the  proposition  in  WTiting,  which 
I  shall  at  once  do,  he  would  immediately  a<ldress  the  other  powers,  and 
we  would  probably  receive  an  answer  in  ten  or  twelve  days. 

I  have  been  induced  to  suggest  again  the  adoption  of  this  amendment 
exempting  private  property  afloat  from  seizure  and  confiscation:  (1.) 
From  the  preference  or  wish  of  the  President  expressed  in  your  letter 
of  instruction.    (2.)  From  the  great  importance,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  of 
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securing  tbe  adoption  of  the  principle,  if  possible,  before  the  United 
States  shonld  give  up  the  right  of  privateering.  (3.)  From  the  facts 
patent  on  the  correspondence  of  this  legation  in  1856,  whereby  it  appears 
ihskt  France  and  Bassia  were  both  favorably  disposed  at  that  time  to  the 
adoption  of  the  principle  of  the  amendment,  (see  Mr.  Marcy^s  dispatch 
to  Mr.  Mason,  No.  94,  dated  October  4, 1856,  and  Mr.  Mason's  confidential 
letter  to  Mr.  Dallas,  of  December  6, 1856,)  and  the  obvious  fact  that  It 
would  be  the  interest  of  all  the  other  powers  (having  little  naval  force) 
to  concur  in  the  amendment.  (4.)  From  the  fact  that  since  the  date  of 
your  dispatch  to  me  authorizing  the  acceptance  of  the  four  propositions 
adopted  by  the  congress  at  Paris,  Mr.  Sanford,  our  minister  to  Belgium^ 
on  a  visit  to  England,  learned  from  Mr.  Adams  that  the  British  govern- 
ment had  given,  as  he  understood,  general  instructions  on  the  subject  to 
Lord  Lyons ;  and  the  impression  made  on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Adams,  as 
reported  to  me  by  Mr.  Sanford,  was  that  it  was  not  improbable  that  Eng- 
land would  now,  to  secure  our  concurrence  in  the  other  propositions,  con- 
cur in  the  amendment.  That  in  view  of  this  information,  Mr.  Adam9^ 
who  had  like  instructions  with  my  own,  had  referred  the  matter  back  to 
be  tre^ited  of  and  discussed  at  Washington.  I  could  not,  therefore,  at 
once  accept  the  four  propositions,  pure  and  simple,  without  running  the 
hazard  of  conflicting  with  what  might  be  done  elsewhere. 

I  will  probably  receive  an  answer  from  Mr.  Thouvenel  (after  he  shall 
have  conununicated  my  i^roposition  to  the  other  powers)  before  even  I 
shall  receive  my  next  dispatch  on  this  subject  from  Washington,  which 
I  shall  await  with  some  anxiety. 

The  laws,  however,  in  connection  with  the  practice  of  the  tribunals  of 
Prance  are,  I  think,  as  follows : 

1.  That  the  captain  who  accepts  a  commission  from  a  foreign  govern- 
ment and  takes  command  of  a  cruiser  is  guilty  of  a  piratical  act. 

2.  That  all  iTrench  subjects  enlisting  on  board  of  such  cruiser,  without 
authority  of  the  Emperor,  lose  their  citizenship,  and  consequently  forfeit 
their  right  to  the  protection  of  their  government. 

3.  That  the  principle  applied  in  the  French  tribunals  is  unlike  that 

which  has  been  applied  in  England  (and  I  fear  it  will  be  found  in  the 

United  States)  as  to  harboring  privateers ;  and  while  their  prizes  are  in 

a  neutral  port  having  them  condemned  in  courts  of  admiralty  of  the 

country  licensing  such  privateer.    The  laws  and  practice  of  the  French 

courte  do  not  admit  of  this.    But  these  matters,  as  Mr.  ThouVenel  now 

says,  must  be  all  left  for  determination  to  the  tribunals  of  France. 
•  •  •  •  •  •,• 

With  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  Wm-iAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  British  Blue  Book,  •*  North  America,"  No.  3,  p.  8.] 

Ko.  12.        • 

Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  BmselL 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  June  4, 1861. 

I  bad,  tbe  day  before  yesterday,  the  honor  to  receive  your  lord8hii>'i8 
dispatches,  dated  the  18th  ultimo,  directing  me  to  make  proposals  to  the 
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government  of  the  United  States  to  adliere  to  the  principles  respecting 
maritime  law  laid  down  by  the  congress  of  Paris. 

M.  Mercier,  the  French  minister  here,  received  on  the  same  day  instmc- 
tions  from  m.  Thouvenel  to  concert  measures  with  me,  with  a  view  to 
making  the  same  proposals  on  the  part  of  the  French  governments 

M.  Mercier  had  also  received  instructions  to  direct  the  French  consul 
at.  New  Orleans  to  go  to  Montgomery,  to  make  similar  proposals  to 
President  Davis. 

M.  Mercier  and  I  had  a  conversation  respecting  these  instructions  a 
few  hours  after  the  dispatches  containing  them  reached  us. 

On  one  point  we  both  entirely  agreed.  We  were  both  convinced  that 
the  best  hope  of  attaining  the  object  of  our  instructions,  and  of  pre- 
venting an  inconvenient  outbreak  from  this  government,  lay  in  making 
the  course  of  Great  Britain  and  France  as  nearly  as  possible  identical. 

It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Adams  may,  before  this  dispatch  reaches  your 
lordship,  have  offered,  on  the  part  of  this  government,  to  adhere  to 
article  1  of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  as  well  as  to  the  others,  and  thus 
to  declare  privateering  to  be  abolished.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
adherence  will  be  offered  in  the  expectation  that  it  will  bind  the  govern- 
ments accepting  it  to  treat  the  privateers  of  the  southern  confederacy  as 
pirates.  Had  this  government  offered  its  adherence  immediately  upon 
the  appearance  of  the  notice  by  the  southern  confederacy  of  its  intention 
to  issue  letters  of  marque,  it  would  probably  have  not  been  very  difficult 
for  Great  Britain  and  France  to  have  exercised  an  influence  at  Mont- 
gomery which  would  have  prevented  the  letters  from  being  actually 
issued.  At  the  present  moment,  however,  the  privateers  are  in  fuU 
activity,  and  have  met  with  considerable  success.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
to  be  expected  that  the  southern  confederacy  will  relinquish  the  employ- 
ment of  them,  otherwise  than  on  compulsion  or  in  return  for  some  great 
concession  from  France  and  England. 

It  seems  to  be  far  from  certain  that  the  United  States  Congress  would 
ratify  the  abolition  of  privateering ;  nor  do  I  suppose  that  the  cabinet 
will  abide  by  its  proposal  when  it  finds  that  it  will  gain  nothing  towards 
the  suppression  of  the  southern  privateering  by  doing  so. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

fExtracto.] 

Ko.  9.]  '  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Farts,  June  7,  1861. 
Sm:  ♦••••• 

I  understood  him  (M.  Thouvenel)  to  say  an  answer  could  be  got  within 
ten  or  twelve  days  from  the  other  iK)wers.  I  was  surprised  at  the  brief- 
ness of  the  time  stated,  but  supposed  he  meant  to  consult  the  represen- 
tatives of  those  powers  at  this  court;  but  his  remark,  as  I  am  now 
informed,  applied  to  a  consultation  with  certain  of  the  ministers  of  the 
French  government  only.  Ihe  statement  in  the  American  newspapers, 
that  the  Department  of  State  had  authorized  an  acceptance  of  the  Paris 
t^aty  of  1856  (if  that  is  understood  by  Lord  Lyons  to  be  a  distinct 
accei)tance  of  the  treaty,  pure  and  simple)  will,  1  fear,  prevent  all  chance 
of  other  terms.  The  late  annunciation  of  the  course  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment, shutting  their  ports  against  privateers,  (which  so  much  limits 
the  belligerent  rights  of  tilie  so-caJled  Confederate  States,)  you  will  con- 
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aider,  perhaps,  renders  the  accession  of  onr  government  to  the  treatj-  of 
Paris  at  this  time  of  less  importance  than  it  otherwise  wonld  be.  I 
think,  from  remarks  in  the  New  York  press,  (Herald  and  Times,  and 
perhaps  other  prints  which  I  have  not  seen,)  that  the  force  and  efficacy 
of  an  accession  by  our  government  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  is  misunder- 
stood. If  I  understand  the  view  of  these  foreign  governments,  such 
accession  by  us  would  merely  bind  our  hands  as  respects  privateering ; 
it  would  not  at  all  enlarge  our  rights  as  {^gainst  a  belligerent  power  not 
a  party  to  the  treaty ;  nor  would  it  bind  these  European  governments  to 
enforce  the  laws  of  piracy  as  against  such  belligerent  power  not  a  party 
to  the  treaty.  If  they  admit  the  Confederate  States  as  a  belligerent 
power,  and  recognize  them  for  even  commercial  purposes,  (which,  I  take 
it,  is  what  they  mean  to  do,)  our  accession  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  will  not 
change  their  action  on  this  question.  The  status  of  these  rebellious 
States  as  resi)ects  i)rivateering  will  remain  where  it  was ;  at  least  that  is 
the  view  which  I  think  is  and  will  be  taken  of  this  question  by  England 
and  France.  But  however  this  may  be,  I  am  happy  to  know  that,  in 
suggesting  to  the  French  government  the  amendment  to  that  treaty, 
(securing  private  property  afloat,  unless  contraband,)  I  have  occasioned 
no  unnecessary  delay,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Adams  has  referred  the  whole 
matter  back  to  Washington,  and  as  soon  as  you  shall  act  there,  or  before, 
upon  a  notification  to  me,  I  can  act  here. 

With  high  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  vour  obedient  servant^ 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

So.  10.]  Legation  of  the  United  •St  ai-es, 

PariSj  June  12, 1861. 

Sib:     ••••••• 

I  have  not  yet  received  from  Mr.  Thouvenel  an  answer  to  my  written 
proiH)sition  to  open  negotiations  for  the  accession  of  the  United  States 
to  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1856.  A  copy  of  that  written  proposition, 
mai'ked  A,  is  hereunto  attached. 

The  European  press,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  accession  of  the  United  States  to  that  treaty  would  not  at  all  alter 
the  relations  of  the  several  powers  to  the  so-called  southern  confederacy. 
A  treaty  cannot  of  itself  alter  the  law  of  nations,  although  it  may  restrict 
the  rights  of  those  States  which  become  parties  to  it.  The  treaty  of  Paris 
certainly  did  not  prevent  the  United  States,  while  no  party  to  it,  from 
issuing  letters  of  marque,  nor  would  the  accession  of  the  United  States 
to  such  treaty  prevent  the  confederates  of  the  South  from  doing  the  same 
thing  if  they  are  recognized  by  other  nations  as  a  belligerent  power.  The 
whole  difficulty,  every  subsequent  right  which  has  been  conceded  to  the 
confederates,  grows  out  of  that  recognition. 

It  is  doubtful,  perhaps,  whether  the  other  powers  will,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, negotiate  for  the  accession  of  the  United  States  at  this  time 
to  the  treaty  in  question ;  but  should  they  do  so,  it  will  be  with  the 
^derstanding,  I  take  it,  that  it  imposes  no  new  duties  upon  them  grow- 
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ing  out  of  our  domestic  controversy.    I  beg  i>ardon,  however,  for  these 
suggestions.    They  may,  perhaps,  be  considered  a  little  beyond  the  line 

of  my  official  duties. 

•  •••••• 

With  high  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Pam,  Jlfay31, 1861. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  verbal  promise  I  gave  at  our  last  confer- 
ence, I  now  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  your  excellency  an  accession^ 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  "  the  declaration  con- 
cerning maritime  law,^  adopted  by  the  pleni|>oteiitiarie8  of  France,  Great 
Britain,  Austria,  Prussia,  Ilussia,  Sardinia,  and  Turkey,  at  Paris,  on  the 
16th  of  April,  1856,  with  the  addition  to  the  first  clause,  which  declares 
^  privateering  is  and  remains  abolished,"  of  the  following  words :  "  And 
the  private  property  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  <rf  a  belligerent  on  the 
high  seas  shall  be  exempted  from  seizure  by  public  armed  vessels  of  the 
other  belligerent,  unless  it  be  contraband.'^ 

Thus  amended  I  will  immediately  sign  a  convention  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  acceding  to  the  declaration,  which  will,  I  doubt  not,  be 
promptly  ratified  and  confirmed  by  my  government. 

Witji  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

His  Excellency  Monsieur  THOUVEiraL, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


[Prom  Britifiih  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3,  p.  7.] 

Ko.  10. 

Lord  J.  Russell  to  Mr.  Orey. 

Foreign  Office,  June  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  ambassador  of  France  came  to  me  yesterday,  and  informed 
me  that  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  had  made  to  M.  Thou- 
venel two  proi)ositions : 

The  first  was  that  France  should  agree  to  add  to  the  1st  article  of  the 
declaration  of  Paris  the  plan  of  protecting  private  property  on  the  sea 
from  capture  in  time  of  war. 

The  second  proposition  was,  that  privateering  being  abolished  by  the 
adoption  of  the  1st  article  of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  amended  as  pro- 
posed, the  privateers  sent  out  by  the  so-styled  southern  confederacy 
should  be  considered  as  pirates. 

M.  Thouvenel  wishes  to  learn  the  opinions  of  her  Mjy  esty's  government 
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upon  these  propositions.  Her  Majesty's  government  decidedly  object  to 
the  first  proposition.  It  seems  to  them  that  it  would  reduce  the  power 
ia  time  of  war  of  all  States  having  a  military  as  well  as  a  commercial 
marine. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  in  practice  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  distinguish  between  bona  fide  ships  carrying  merchandise, 
and  ships  fraudulently  fitted  out  with  means  of  war  under  the  guise  of 
merchant  vessels. 

With  regard  to  the  second  point,  her  Majesty's  government  are  not 
disposed  to  depart  from  the  neutral  character  which  her  Majesty,  as  well 
as  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  has  assumed. 

You  will  read  this  dispatch  to  M.  Thouvenel. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.]  / 

No.  8.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londorij  June  14,  1861. 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

However  this  may  be,  my  duty  was  plain.  I  applied  for  an  interview 
with  Lord  John  Eussell,  and  he  appointed  one  for  ten  o'clock  on  Wednes- 
day, the  12th,  at  his  owu  house.  After  some  slight  preliminary  talk, 
I  observed  to  him  that  I  had  been  instructed  to  press  upon  her  Majesty's 
government  the  expediency  of  early  action  on  the  subject  of  privateer- 
ing ;  that  in  the  present  state  of  excitement  in  the  United  States  conse- 
quent upon  the  measures  which  it  had  felt  it  necessary  to  adopt,  I  did 
not  know  of  anything  which  would  be  so  likely  to  allaj^  it  as  an  agree- 
ment on  this  point.  His  lordship  then  said  that  he  did  not  know  whether 
I  knew  it,  but  the  fact  was  that  Mr.  Dayton  had  made  a  proposition  to 
France  for  negotiation  on  the  basis  of  the  articles  as  agreed  upon  in 
Paris.  France  had  communicated  the  fact  through  her  minister,  the 
Comptede  Flahault;  and  he  intimated  that  there  had  been  a  cabinet 
conversation  on  the  subject,  without  arriving  at  a  decision.  I  then 
referred  to  what  had  passed  at  our  former  interview.  I  mentioned  my 
pToi)osa1  to  negotiate,  and  the  inclination  shown  by  his  lordship  to  leave 
tlie  sabject  with  Lord  Lyons,  with  authority  to  arrange  the  only  point  in 
dispute  as  the  government  at  Washington  might  desire.  There  I  had 
left  the  matter.  His  lordship' replied  that  he  did  not  mean  to  be  quite 
80  understood.  His  intention  was  to  say,  that  having  agreed  upon  the 
three  articles,  he  should  be  ready  to  consent  to  the  total  omission  of  the 
fourth  article,  if  that  would  be  agreeable  at  Washington.  I  said  that  I 
luid  not  so  understood  him,  and  from  my  present  recollection  I  am  con- 
fident that  my  report  of  his  language  was  not  incorrect. 

•  •  •  •'•  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  11. 
Mr.  Orey  to  Lord  J.  Bussell. 

Paris,  June  14, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  In  obedience  to  your  lordship's  iustructiona,  I  yesterday 
read  to  M.  Tbouvenel  your  dispatch  of  the  12th  instant,  relating  to  the 
X)ropositions  made  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to  his  excellency. 

M.  Thouvenel  expressed  great  satisfaction  on  finding  how  completely 
your  lordship's  views  coincided  with  his  own.  His  excellency  said  he 
was  already  aware  that  your  lordship  entertained  the  same  opinion  as  he 
himself  did  on  this  subject,  but  he  had  not  yet  heard  it  so  decidedly 
expressed,  and  he  desired  me  to  convey  his  thanks  to  your  lordship  for 
the  communication. 

His  excellency  proceeded  to  say  that  the  first  proposition  had  not  been 
made  by  Mr.  Dayton  until  he  had  asked  that  minister  to  address  him  an 
official  note  on  the  subject.  His  answer  to  it  was  that  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment would  be  glad  if  that  of  the  United  States  acceded,  *' purely 
and  simply,"  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  but  that  it  was  out  of  the 
question  to  accept  the  condition  which  it  was  proposed  to  add  to  that 
declaration,  for  the  effect  would  be,  as  your  lordship  observes^  greatly 
to  reduce  the  power  in  time  of  war  of  all  states  having  a  military  as 
well  as  a  commercial  marine.  With  regard  to  the  second  proposition, 
his  excellency  said  it  was  made  by  the  United  States,  with  the  evident 
object  of  leading  the  French  government  to  take  a  decided  part  against 
the  southern  confederaey,  but  this  attempt  had  failed,  and  there  was 
no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  French  government  to  depart  from  their 
neutral  character. 

M.  Thouvenel  also  informed  me  that  he  has  not  yet  received  any  further 
communication  from  Mr.  Dayton. 
I  have,  &c., 

W.  G.  GEEY. 


Mr.  Seacard  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  19.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  17, 1861. 

The  United  States  have  never  disclaimed  the  employment  of  letters  of 
marque  as  a  means  of  maritime  war.  The  insurgents  early  announced 
their  intention  to  commission'  privateers.  We  knew  that  friendly  nations 
*would  be  anxious  for  guaraiitees  of  safety  from  injury  by  that  form  of 
depredation  upon  the  national  commerce.  We  knew  «dso  that  such 
nations  would  desire  to  be  informed  whether  their  flags  should  be 
regarded  as  protecting  goods,  not  contraband  of  war,  of  disloyal  citizens, 
found  under  them,  and  whether  the  goods,  not  contraband,  of  subjects  oi 
such  nations  would  be  safe  from  confiscation  when  found  in  vessels  of 
disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  administration,  free  from 
some  of  the  complications  of  those  which  had  preceded  it,  promptly 
took  up  the  negotiations  relating  to  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of 
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Paris,  just  at  the  point  where  they  had  been  suspended  by  President 
Buchanan.  We  found  it  just  and  humane  in  itself,  so  far  as  it  goes, 
and  that  it  had  only  failed  to  be  accepted  by  the  United  States  because 
foreign  nations  had  refused  to  accept  an  additional  principle  proposed 
by  this  government,  yet  more  just  and  humane  than  any  which  it  does 
contain,  namely,  that  the  property  of  private  citizens,  not  contraband, 
should  be  exempted  from  confiscation  in  maritime  war.  Wliile  still  willing 
and  desirous  to  have  that  further  principle  incorporated  in  the  law  (rf 
nations,  we  nevertheless  instructed  you,  and  all  our  other  representatives 
in  foreign  countries,  to  waive  it,  if  necessary,  audio  stipulate,  subject  to 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  our  adhesion  to  the 
declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris  as  a  whole  and  unmodified.  This 
was  done  so  early  as  the  25th  day  of  April  last,  long  before  the  date  of 
the  instructions  which  Mr.  Mercier  proposed  to  submit  to  us.  We  have 
ever  since  that  time  been  waiting  for  the  responses  of  foreign  powers 
to  this  high  and  liberal  demonstration  on  our  part.  We  have,  however, 
received  no  decisive  answers  on  the  subject  from  those  powers. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that,  on  th^  15th  day  of  June 
instant,  the  minister  from  France  and  the  minister  from  Great  Britain, 
having  previously  requested  an  interview,  were  received  by  me.  Each 
of  them  announced  that  he  was  charged  by  his  government  to  read  a 
dispatch  to  me  and  to  give  me  a  copy  if  I  should  desire  it.  I  answered 
that,  owing.to  the  peciSiar  circumstances  of  the  time,  I  ox)uld  not  con- 
sent to  an  official  reading  or  delivery  of  these  papers  without  first  know- 
ing their  characters  and  objects.*  They  confidentially  and  with  entire 
frankness  put  the  dispatches  into  my  hands  for  an  informal  preliminary 
examination.  Having  thus  become  possessed  of  their  characters,  I 
replied  to  those  ministers  that  I  could  not  allow  them  to  be  officially 
communicated  to  this  government.  They  will  doubtless  mention  this 
answer  to  their  respective  states. 

The  paper,  as  understood,  while  implying  a  disposition  on  the  part  of, 
France  to  accord  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents,  does  not  name, 
specify,  or  even  indicate,  one  such  belligerent  right.  On  the  other  h^nd, 
the  rights  which  it  asserts  that  France  expects,  as  a  neutral,  from  the 
United  States,  as  a  belligerent,  are  even  less  than  this  government,  on 
the  2.jth  of  April,  instructed  you  to  concede  and  guarantee  to  her  by 
treaty,  as  a  friend.  On  th^^t  day  we  oflered  to  her  our  adhesion  to  the 
declaration  of  Paris,  which  contains  four  propositions,  namely:  Ist.  That 
privateering  shall  be  abolished.  2d.  That  a  neutral  flag  covers  enemy's 
goods  not  contraband  of  war.  3d.  That  goods  of  a  neutral^  not  contra- 
band, shall  not  be  confiscated,  though .  found  in  an  enemy's  vessel. 
4th.  That  blockades,  in  order  to  be  lawful,  must  be  maintained  by  com- 
l>etent  force.  We  have  always,  when  at  war,  conceded  the  three  last  of 
these  rights  to  neutrals,  a  fortiori^  we  could  not  when  at  peace  deny 
them  to  friendly  nations.  The  first-named  concession  was  proposed  on 
the  grounds  already  mentioned.  We  are  still  ready  to  guarantee  these 
rights,  by  convention  with  France,  whenever  she  shall  authorize  either 
you  or  her  minister  here  to  enter  into  convention.  There  is  no  reser- 
vation or  difficulty  about  their  application  in  the  present  case.  We  hold 
all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  loyal  or  disloyal,  alike  included  by 
the  law  of  nations  and  treaties;  and  we  hold  ourselves  bound  by  the 
same  obligations  to  see^  so  far  as  may  be  in  our  power,  that  all  our  citi- 
zens, whether  maintaimng  this  government  or  engaged  in  overtlirowing 
it,  respect  those  rights  in  favor  of  France  and  of  every  other  friendly 
liation.    In  any  case,  not  only  shall  we  allow  no  privateer  or  national 


62  CLAUiS   AGAINST   GREAT   BRITAIN. 

vessel  to  violate  the  rights  of  friendly  nations,  as  I  have  thus  described 
them,  but  we  shall  also  employ  all  our  naval  force  to  prevent  the  insur- 
gents from  violating  them,  just  as  much  as  we  do  to  prevent  them  from 
violatmg  the  laws  of  our  own  country. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ifcc,  cfec,  <fcc. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  9.] 

No.  14. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  Bus»elL 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  June  17, 1861. 

After  maturely  consideiing  what  would  be  the  most  conciliatory  form 
in  which  we  could  execute  the  instructions  which  we  had  received  respect- 
ing the  maritime  rights  resulting  from  the  position  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  as  neutrals  between  the  contending  parties  in  this  country,  M, 
Mercier  and  I  waited  together  upon  Mr.  iSeward  at  the  State  Depart- 
ment the  day  before  yesterday. 

I  began  the  conversation  by  observing  to  Mr.  Seward  that  the  conver- 
sations which  he  had  recently  held  with  M.  Mercier  had  no  doubt  made 
him  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  communication  which 
we  were  instructed  to  make  to  him.  We  had  come  to  consult  him  frankly 
on  the  subject,  and  we  should  be  really  obliged  if  he  would  tell  us  in 
whatrform  it  would  suit  him  best  that  the  communication  shoald  be  made. 

Mr.  Seward  said  at  once  that  he  could  not  receive  from  us  a  commu- 
nication founded  on  the  assumption  that  the  southern  rebels  were  to  be 
regarded  as  belligerents;  that  this  was  a  determination  to  which  the 
cabinet  had  come  deliberately ;  that  he  could  not  admit  that  recent 
events  had  in  any  resi)ect  altered  the  relations  between  foreign  powers 
and  the  southern  States;  that  he  would  not  discuss  the  question  with  us, 
but  that  he  should  give  instructions  to  the  United  States  ministers  in 
London  and  Paris,  who  would  be  thus  enabled  to  state  the  re^isons  for 
the  course  taken  by  their  government  to  your  lordship  and  to  M.  Thou- 
venel,  if  you  should  be  desirous  to  hear  them. 

"That  is  to  say,"  observed  M.  Mercier,  "you  prefer  to  ti^at  the  ques- 
tion in  Paris  au<l  London  rather  than  with  us  here.'' 

"Just  so,^  said  Mr.  Seward;  and  he  proceeded  to  tell  us  that  he  should 
be  very  much  obliged  if  we  would,  on  our  side,  leave  with  him,  for  his 
own  use  only,  oui*  instructions,  in  order  that  he  might  lie  able  to  write 
his  dispatches  to  London  and  Paris  with  a  certainty  that  he  did  not  mis- 
apprehend the  views  of  our  governments. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  M.  Mercier  gave  to  Mr.  Seward  M. 
Thouvenel's  dispatch  of  the  11th  of  May;  and  I  placed  in  his  hands 
your  lordship's  dispatch  to  me  of  the  18th  ultimo. 

Mr.  Sewaixl  proceeded,  m  a  friendly  and  less  formal  tone,  to  say  that 
he  did  not  relish  the  identity  of  the  course  pursued  by  Oreat  Britain  and 
France;  that  he  did  not  think  that  two  £ui*opean  powers  ought  to  con- 
sult together  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued  towards  a  great  nation  like 
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the  IJDited  States^  and  announce  that  they  were  acting  in  concert  on  the 
subject.  * 

M/Mercier  and  I  endeavored  to  make  it  clear  to  Mr.  Seward  that  this 
was  a  susceptibility  which  was  not  indulged  in  by  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  in  their  relations  with  each  other.  Nothing,  we  said,  was  more, 
common  than  for  two  or  more  powers  to  come  to  an  agreement  upon  the 
policy  to  be  pursued  on  a  matter  in  which  they  had  a  common  interest, 
and  to  unite  their  efforts  in  order  to  give  effect  to  that  policy.  Such  a 
coarse  was  never  considered  offensive  or  disrespectful.  Certainly  on  the 
present  occasion  Great  Britain  and  France  had  none  but  the  most  friendly 
feehngs  towards  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Seward,  replied  that  he  could  not  but  notice  this  point,  although 
he  did  not  mean  to  make  it  the  subject  of  a  formal  complaint. 

As  to  what  the  British  and  French  governments  practically  asked,  he 
was,  he  said,  perfectly  ready  to  agree  to  all.  and  more  than  all,  that  was 
desired.  The  United  States  had  always  lield,  and  held  still,  that  the 
flag  covered  the  cargo,  and  that  the  property  of  a  friend  was  not  liable 
to  seizure  under  an  enemy's  flag.  The  government  admitted  fully  that 
it  would  be  res|M)nsible  for  the  acts  of  any  privateer  to  whom  it  should 
issae  letters  of  marque.  He  regarded  these  principles  to  be  quite  as 
apphcable  to  measures  of  coercion  adopted  against  rebels  as  to  the 
operations  of  a  regular  war. 

This  being  the  case,  Great  Britain  and  France  would,  Mr.  Seward  said 
obtain  ail  they  wanted,  and  there  was  no  need  that  any  question  should, 
be  raised  by  those  two  powers  with  the  United  States,  as  to  whether  the 
southern  rebels  were  or  were  not  invested  witb  belligerent  rights.  France 
had  made  no  public  announcement  on  the  subject;  Great  Britain  had w 
indeed,  issued  a  proclamation,  and  some  of  her  Majesjty's  ministers  had 
made  declarations  in  Parliament.  After  all,  however,  the  proclamation 
was  addressed  only  to  her  Majesty's  subjects;  Americans,  too,  under- 
stood and  respected,  as  much  as  Englishmen,  the  Ireedom  of  parlia- 
mentary debate.  lie  should  not  take  official  cognizance  of  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  belligerent  rights  of  southern  rebels  by  Great  Britain  and 
France,  unless  he  should  be  forced  to  do  so  by  an  official  communication 
addressed  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  itself. 
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No.  15. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  RusselL 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  June  17, 1861. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation  which  Mr.  Seward  held  with  M 
Mercier  and  me  yesterday,  it  appeared  that  he  conceived  that  the  com- 
inanicatiou  which  we  were  discussing  with  him  was  a  matter  entirely  dis- 
tinct from  his  proposal  to  adhere  to  the  declaration  of  Paris.  He  seemed 
to  have  concluded,  from  a  dispatch  which  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Adams,  that  your  lordship  had  authorized  me  to  enter  into  a  separate 
negotiation  on  that  subject. 

I  have  this  morning  explained  to  Mr.  Seward  how  the  matter  really 
stands.    He  said,  in  reply,  that  he  thought  he  had  reason  to  complain 
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that  the  governments  of  Europe  had  taken  no  notice  of  the  offer  he  had 
made  to  them  long  ago,  to  adhere,  without  reserve,  to  the  declaration  of 
Paris.  He  had  announced  that  he  preferred  the  propoa^il  of  Mr.  Marcy, 
but  if  that  was  not  acceptable,  he  was  ready  to  agree  to  the  declaratiou 
•as  it  stood.  He  should  now  desire  Mr.  Adams  to  inform  your  lonlship 
that  he  was  willing  that  the  negotiation  should  be  carried  on  either  here 
or  in  London,  without  further  delay. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  21.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  19, 1861. 

Sra:^  ♦♦•♦♦••• 

It  [Lord  Eussell's  instructions  to  Lord  Lyons]  confines  itself  to  stat- 
ing what  the  British  government  require  or  expect  the  United  States  to 
do.  Virtually,  it  asks  us  to  concede  to  Great  Britain  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  declaration  of  the  congress  held  at  Paris  in  1856.  It 
asks  indeed  a  little  less,  certainly  nothing  more  or  different  from  this. 
The  British  government  ask  this  of  us  to-day,  the  15th  of  June,  in  igno- 
rance of  the  fact  that  we  had,  so  early  as  the  24th  of  April,  instructed 
you  to  tender,  without  reservation,  to  Great  Britain  our  accession,  pure 
and  simple,  to  that  declaration.  We  have  all  the  while,  since  that  in- 
struction was  sent  forth,  been  ready,  a«  we  now  are  ready,  to  accede  to 
the  declaration,  when  and  whenever  Great  Britain  may  be  ready  and 
willing  to  receive  it.  The  argument  contained  in  the  instruction  seems, 
therefore,  to  have  been  as  unnecessary  and  irrelevant  as  it  is  unaccept- 
able. Lord  Lyons  thinks  that  his  instructions  do  not  authorize  him  to 
enter  into  convention  with  us  here.  You  will  inform  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  of  the  fact,  and,  if  they  prefer,  you  will  enter  into  the  con- 
vention at  London. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <fec.,  &c. 
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No.  13. 
Lord  J.  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  June  21, 1861. 

The  TTnited  States  minister  at  Paris  has  made  propositions  to  the  im- 
perial government,  founded  on  the  answer  of  Mr.  Marcy  to  the  request 
formerly  made  to  him,  to  adopt,  on  the  part  of  his  government,  the  de- 
claration of  Paris. 

The  government  of  the  Emperor  entirely  concur  with  her  Majesty's 
govern inent  in  the  opinion  that  these  propositions  ought  to  be  rejected. 

When  I  asked  Mr.  Adams  whether  he  had  similar  propositions  to  make 
to  her  Majesty's  government,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  no  instructions 
to  do  so. 


CLAIMS   AGAINST   GREAT   BRITAIN.  65 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  22.J  Department  op  State, 

Wa^hingUm^  June  22, 1861. 

Sir:  •••••• 

We  wish  to  act  singly  and  in  good  faith,  with  the  French  govern- 
ment. We  understand,  and  shall  continue  to  understand,  that  France 
does  not  concede  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents  in  contravention 
of  oar'  sovereignty.  We  shall  insist  that  she  does  nothing  adverse  to 
our  position,  whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary. 

She  has  proposed  to  teU  us  that  she  thinks  the  Confederate  States  are 
entitled  to  belligerent  rights.  We  have  declined  to  hear  that.  We  have 
not  heard  it.  We  shall  continue  to  regard.  France  as  respecting  our 
government,  throughout  the  whole  country,  until  she  practically  acts  in 
violation  of  her  friendly  obligations  to  us,  as  we  understand  them.  When 
she  does  ihatj  it  will  be  time  enough  to  inquire  whether,  if  we  accede 
to  the  treaty  of  Paris,  she  could,  after  that,  allow  pirates  upon  our  com- 
merce shelter  in  her  ports ;  and  what  our  remedy  then  should  be.  We 
have  no  fear  on  this  head. 

We  are  dealing  now  as  a  nation  at  peace  with  France  as  a  friend.  We 
have  told  her  that  we  shall  not  consent  to  her  change  of  this  relation. 

She  knows,  distinctly,  that  if  she  accepts  our  adhesion  to  the  declara- 
tion  of  the  congress  or  Paris,  the  ground  on  which  it  is  given  by  us. 
Why  then  should  you  hesitate  to  yield  it  t 

While  saying  tMs,  however,  we  also  confess  that  our  solicitude  on  the 
subject  is  not  so  intense  now,  since  the'  responsibility  for  the  next  stop 
remains  with  France  and  not  with  us. 

Still  we  wish  you  to  act  directly  and  frankly,  being  always  ready  to 
perform  all  we  have  offered. 

This  dispatch  is  strictly  confidential. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


ilfr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  12.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  Jtme  22, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  Mr. 
Thouvenel  to  my  proposition,  on  the  part  of  the  IJnited  States,  to  open 
negotiations  for  its  accession  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1856,  according  to 
the  terms  therein  stated. 

In  our  first  conversation  upon  this  subject,  I  understood  from  Mr. 
Thouvenel  that  on  a  written  proposition  from  me  for  negotiation  he  would 
address  the  otiier  powers  ^parties  to  the  treaty)  upon  the  subject.  That 
a  note  from  me  would  afford  him  a  starting  point  for  communicating 
with  such  powers.  Upon  ftirther  reflection,  or  upon  conference  with  his 
associates  in  the  government,  he  now  writes  that  it  will  be  necessary 
that  I  address  myself  jointly  (if  I  understood  him  rightly)  to  allthepow- 
m  associated  in  that  treaty,  before  my  proposition  can  be  considered. 

6  A  0— TOL.  I 
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Our  condition  as  respects  privateering  and  the  beUigerent  rights  con- 
ceded to  the  South  has  been  so  changed  by  the  action  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Spain,  subsequent  to  the  first  declaration  of  Lord  John 
Eussell,  (stating  that  such  belligerent  rights  would  be  conceded,)  that  I 
know  not  what  may  be  the  views  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
at  this  time  as  respects  an  accession  to  the  treaty  of  1856,  pure  and 
simple.  But  as  I  have  learned  that  nothing  substantially  has  been  done 
in  that  direction  at  other  points,  and  I  do  not  see  that  the  interests  of 
the  country  will  be  jeoparded  by  a  little  delay,  I  shall  await  further  in- 
structions  upon  this  subject.  My  first  dispatch  referring  to  this  matter 
was  dated  22d  of  May  last,  and  I  doubt  not  I  shall  now  receive  an  an- 
swer at  an  early  day.  If  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall,  in 
view  of  the  circumstances,  direct  me  to  make  the  proposition  to  the 
French  government  to  accede  to  the  Paris  treaty,  pure  and  simple,  I 
will,  acting  under  such  express  direction,  lose  no  time  in  making  the 
proposition.  •  ♦  ♦  *  *  * 

With  high  consideration,  I  am  yours,  very  truly, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Thouvenel,to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Translation.  1 

Paris,  June  20, 1861. 

Sm:  I  have  received  the  letter  dated  Slst  of  May,  by  which  you  make 
known  to  me  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  disposed  to 
accede  to  the  declaration  set  forth  by  the  congress  of  Paris  on  maritime 
right^  provided  that,  to  the  enunciation  of  the  first  principle  contained 
in  this  declaration,  that  of  the  abolition  of  privateering,  there  may  be 
added  these  words:  "And  the  private  property  of  subjects  or  citizens 
of  one  of  the  belligerents  shall  not  be  seized  upon  the  high  seas  by  the 
vessels  of  war  of  the  other  belligerent  unless  it  may  be  contraband  of 
war.'' 

After  having  examined  this  communication  I  must  acknowledge  that 
it  does  not  difl:er  from  that  which  one  of  your  honorable  predecessors 
had  been  charged  to  make  in  1857  upon  this-same  question  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Emperor.  I  cannot^  therefore,  but  recall  what  Mr.  le 
Compte  Walewski  replied  at  that  period  to  Mr.  Mason,  namely,  that  the 
protocols  of  the  congress  of  Paris  impose  upon  all  the  powers,  signers 
of  the  declaration  of  the  16th  of  April,  the  obligation  not  to  negotiate 
separately  upon  the  application  of  maritime  right  in  time  of  war,  any 
arrangement  which  differed  from  the  declaration  resolved  upon  in  com- 
mon. It  is  then  only  by  embracing  all  the  powers,  signers  of  this  act, 
in  the  proposition  that  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
me,  that  the  cabinet  of  Washington  will  be  able  to  urge  the  acceptance 
of  it.  The  government  of  the  Emperor  will  be  in  that  case  all  disposed, 
so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  to  examine  it  in  concert  with  the  different 
powers. 

Accept,  Monsieur  le  Minister,  the  assurances  of  the  high  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honoc  to  be  your  very  humble  and  very 
obedient  servant, 

THOUVBNEL. 

Mr.  Dayton,  Minister  of  the  United  States. 
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•     Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

[Extract.] 
No.  32.]  DEPAETMttNT  OF  STATE, 

Wa^hingtonj  July  1, 1861.     . 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  8  (dated  June  14)  has  been  received. 

My  dispatch,  No.  21,  of  19th  ultimo,  has  anticipated  the  matters  you 
have  discussed  in  the  paper  now  before  me.  It  remains  only  to  say  that 
while  we  would  prefer  to  add  Mr.  Marcy's  amendment,  exempting  pri- 
Tate  property  of  non-belligerents  from  confiscation  in  maritime  war,  and 
desire  you  to  stipulate  to  that  effect  if  you  can,  yet  we  are,  neverthe- 
less, ready  and  willing  to  accede  to  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of 
Paris,  if  the  amendment  cannot  be  obtained.    In  other  words,  we  stand 

on  the  instructions  contained  in  my  aforesaid  dispatch. 

•  •  •  •  •  •        '       • 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILT  JAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Fraiycis  Adams,  Esq.,  <j^.,  <j^.,  dko. 


Mr.  Seuxx/rd  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  27.]  ,  Department  op  Statb^ 

Washington^  July  6, 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  12  dated  June  22d  has  been  received.  It 
relates  to  our  proposition  for  accession  to  the  declaration  of  Paris.  This 
affair  has  become  very  much  complicated,  by  reason^  first,  of  the  irregular 
and  extraordinary  proceeding  of  the  French  government  in  proposing 
to  take  notice  of  the  domestic  disturbance  which  has  occurred  in  this 
country ;  and  second,  by  reason  of  your  departure  from  the  instructions 
which  had  been  given  to  you.  I  do  not  know  that  even  now  I  can  clear 
the  matter  up  effectually  without  knowing  what  may  be  the  result  of 
the  communication  which,  in  my  dispatch  No.  19,  I  instructed  you  to 
make  to  the  French  government.  I  wiD  try;  nevertheless,  to  do  so. 
The  instructions  contained  in  my  dispatch  No.  4,  dated  24th  of  April 
last,  required  you  to  tender  to  the  French  government,  without  delay, 
our  adhesion  to  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of  Pans,  pure  and 
simple. 

The  reason  why  we  wished  it  done  immediately  was,  that  we  supposed 
the  French  government  would  naturally  feel  a  deep  anxiety  about  the 
safety  of  their  commerce,  threatened  distinctly  with  privateering  by  the 
insurgents,  while  at  the  same  time,  as  this  government  had  heretofore 
persistently  declined  to  relinquish  the  right  of  issuing  letters  of  marque, 
it  would  be  apprehended  by  France  that  we  too  should  take  up  that  form 
of  maritimewarfarein  the  present  domestic  controversy.  Weapprehended 
that  the  danger  of  such  a  case  of  depredation  upon  commerce  equally  by 
Uie  government  itself  and  by  its  enemies,  woidd  operate  as  a  provoca- 
tion to  France  and  other  commercial  nations  to  recognize  the  insurrec- 
tionary party  in  violation  of  our  national  rights  and  sovereignty.  *  On 
the  contrary,  we  did  not  desire  to  depredate  on  friendly  commerce  our- 
selves, and  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  prevent  such  depredations  by  the 
insorgents  by  executing  our  own  laws,  which  make  privateering  by  dis- 
loyal citizens  piracy,  and  provide  for  its  punishment  as  such.    We  thought 
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ft  wi*^.  '/i  *f,  ^ftA  pmAf^t  to  j^e.  mi^^ked.  zT:^raiit««»  to  France  and  other 
fri^B^ij  n^UfffiA  for  th^  ^^rarity  of  tb^ir  commerve  fiom  exposore  to  sadi 
il^^Vr^JatR^ui  ofi  fr.tber  i$kk%  at  the  Terr  mtjoieQt  when  we  w»e  deliTer- 
fi«^  t/^  tb#itt  40n  pnH(hfft  a^oi^  the  r^eo^nm^^Q  of  the  insurgents.  The 
i§0'A^0n^'yfH  to  the  d^rlamtkio  of  Paris  would  be  the  fonn  in  which  these 
^(narsMf t^?^  er^i Jd  (je  given — that,  fo^  obTioos  reasons,  must  be  more  unob- 
jhtdiffftnUle  Up  Framee  and  to  other  ecnunerdal  nati<»is  than  any  other. 
It  WHA  ^^fn  tm  ofir  part,  bec^aiue  we  tendered  it,  of  coorse,  as  the  act  of 
tfiM  ff^U-t^il  j^merament,  to  be  oldigatory  equally  nptm  disloyal  as  npon 

Tff#!  iuntmittifmn  waived  the  Marcy  amendment,  (whieh  proposed  to 
f!XMuifi  private  projierty  from  confiscation  in  maritime  war,)  and 
Ti'JlutT^X  ytm  Up  \tTif[Hmt  oar  accession  to  the  declaration  of  the  congress 
iff  Parin^  jnire  and  mmple.  These  were  the  reasons  for  this  course, 
nattuAy ;  Firnt.  It  was  as  well  anderi$tcK)d  by  this  government  then,  as 
it  U  now  }fy  3'oursf;]fl  that  an  article  of  thatcelebrated  declaration  pro- 
biMtM  ever>'  one  of  tne  parties  to  it  from  negotiating  upon  the  subject  of 
neutral  rights  in  maritlioe  warfare  with  any  nation  not  a  party  to  it, 
H%i*A*.]fi  for  the  adhesion  of  such  outstanding  party  to  the  declaration  of 
the  i'jfU((re.itn  iff  Paris,  jmre  and  simple.  An  attempt  to  obtain  an  accept- 
Htuu'y  iff  Mr.  Marcy 's  amendmeut  would  require  a  negotiation  not  merely 
with  VratWAi  alone,  but  with  all  the  other  original  parties  of  the  congress 
of  I'ariM.  and  every  government  that  has  since  acceded  to  the  declara- 
tion. Nay,  more :  we  must  obtain  their  unanimous  consent  to  the  amend- 
nii^nt  lH;fore  t>eing  able  to  commit  ourselves  or  to  engage  any  other 
nation,  however  well  disposed,  to  commit  itself  to  us  on  the  propositions 
M4;tUHllv  C5ontained  in  the  declaration.  On  the  other  hand,  each  nation 
wlii(;h  is  a  party  to  the  declaration  of  Paris  is  at  liberty  to  stipulate 
Min|(ly  with  us  for  acceptance  of  that  declaration  for  the  government  of 
our  neutral  relations.  If^  therefore,  we  should  waive  the  Marcy  propo- 
Mltion,  or  leave  it  for  ultunate  consideration,  we  could  establish  a  com- 
plete agreement  between  ourselves  and  France  on  a  subject  which,  if  it 
hIiouUI  Ih*>  left  oj)en,  might  produce  consequences  very  much  to  be  depre- 
cated. It  is  almost  unnecessar;^'  to  sa^'  that  what  we  proposed  to  France 
was  e(|ually  and  simultaneously  proposed  to  every  other  maritime  power. 
In  this  way  we  expected  to  remove  every  cause  that  any  foreign  power 
could  have  for  the  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent  power. 

The  matter  stood  in  this  plain  and  intelligible  way  until  certain  de- 
olarationsor  expressions  of  the  French  government  induced  you  to  believe 
that  they  would  recognize  and  treat  the  insurgents  as  a  distinct  national 
powc^r  lor  belligerent  puri>oses.  It  was  not  altogether  unreasonable 
that  yon,  being  at  Paris,  should  suppose  that  this  government  would 
Uilnk  itsiUf  obliged  to  tu*quiesce  in  such  a  course  by  the  government  of 
Fmuoe.  Ho  assuming,  you  thought  that  we  would  not  adhere  to  our 
|m>poHitiou  to  accede  to  the  declaration,  pure  and  simple,  since  such  a 
course  would,  as  you  thought,  be  elective  to  bind  this  government  with- 
out binding  the  insurgents,  and  woiild  leave  France  at  liberty  to  hold 
UH  bound,  and  the  insurgents  itee  from  the  obligations  created  by  our 
iMlhesion.  Moreover,  if  we  correctly  understand  your  dispatch  on  that 
sul^tHit,  you  suppostnl  that  you  might  propose  our  adhesion  to  the  treaty 
of  l^ai^s,  not  piuv  and  simple,  but  with  the  addition  of  the  Marcy  proposi- 
Uott  in  the  first  instance,  and  might  afterwards,  in  case  of  its  being 
deolined  in  that  fonn,  withdraw  the  addition,  and  then  propose  our  ac- 
tHNssion  to  the  tle<'lanitioii  of  Paris,  piu'e  and  simple. 

Wliile  you  woit>  acting  on  these  views  on  your  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
we  on  thi8  side,  not  less  iH>ufident  in  our  strength  than  in  our  rights,  as 


CLAIMS   AGAmST   OBEAT   BRITAIN.  69 

you  are  now  aware,  were  acting  on  another  view,  which  is  altogether 
different,  namely,  that  we  shall  not  acquiesce  in  any  declaration  of  the 
gOTemment  of  France  that  assumes  that  this  government  is  not  now,  as 
it  always  has  been,  exclusive  sovereign,  for  war  as  well  as  for  x)eace, 
within  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  federal  Union,  and  over  all  citi- 
zens, the  disloyal  and  loyal  aU  alike.  We  treat  iu  that  character,  which 
is  our  legal  character,  or  we  do  not  treat  at  aU,  and  we  in  no  way  con- 
sent to  compromise  that  character  in  the  least  degree ;  we  do  not  even 
saffer  this  character  to  become  a  subject  for  discussion.  Good  faith 
and  honor,  as  well  as  the  same  expediency  which  prompted  the  proffer 
of  our  accession  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  pure  and  simple,  in  the  first 
instance,  now  require  us  to  adhere  to  that  proposition  and  abide  by  it : 
and  we  do  adhere  to  it,  not,  however,  as  a  divided,  but  as  an  undivided 
nation.  The  proposition  is  tendered  to  France  not  as  a  neutral  but  as 
a  friend,  and  the  agreement  is  to  be  obligatory  upon  the  United  States 
and  France  and  all  their  legal  dependencies  just  alike.  We  are  by  no 
means  to  be  understood  as  censuring  you  for  acting  not  so  much  con- 
trary to  our  instructions  as  independently  of  them. 

The  case  was  x>^nliar,  and  in  the  asx)ect  in  which  it  presented  itsf  If 
to  you,  portentous;  when  advised  of  your  different  views,  we  were  content 
that  you  might  risk  the  experiment,  so,  however,  that  you  should  not 
bring  any  responsibility  for  delay  upon  tnis  government.  But  you  now 
see  that  by  incorporating  the  Marcy  amendment  in  your  proposition,  you 
have  encountered  the  very  difficulty  which  was  at  first  foreseen  by  us. 
The  following  nations  are  parties  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  namely : 
Baden,  Bavaria,  Belgium,  Bremen,  Brazils,  Duchy  of  Brunswick,  Chili, 
the  Argentine  Conf^eration,  the  Germanic  Confederation,  Denmark, 
the  Two  Sicilies,  the  Bepublic  of  the  Equator,  the  Eoman  States,  Greece, 
Guatemala,  Hayti,  Hamburgh,  Hanover,  the  two  Hesses,  Lubeck,  Meck- 
Irabnrg-Strelitz,  Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  Nassau,  Oldenburg,  Parma, 
Holland,  Peru,  PortugaL  Saxony,  Saxe-Altenburg,  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, 
Saxe-Meiningen,  Saxe- Weimar,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Tuscany,  Wur- 
temherg,  Anhalt,  Dessau,  Modena,  New  Granada,  and  Uruguay. 

The  great  exigency  in  our  affairs  will  have  passed  away — ^for  preser- 
vation or  destruction  to  the  American  Union — ^before  we  could  bring  all 
these  nations  to  unanimity  on  the  subject,  as  you  have  submitted  it  to 
Mr.  Thouvenel.  It  is  a  time  not  for  propagandism,  but  for  energetic 
action  to  arrest  the  worst  of  all  national  calamities.  We  therefore  expect 
you  now  to  renew  the  proposition  in  the  form  originally  prescribed.  But 
in  doing  this  you  will  neither  unnecessarily  raise  a  question  about  the 
character  in  which  this  government  acts,  (being  exclusive  sovereign,) 
nor,  on  the  other  hand,  in  any  way  compromise  that  character  in  any 
degree.  Whenever  such  a  question  occurs  to  hinder  you,  let  it  come  up 
from  the  other  party  in  the  negotiation.  It  will  be  time  then  to  stop 
and  wait  for  such  further  instructions  as  the  new  exigency  may  require. 

One  word  more.  You  will,  in  any  case,  avow  our  preference  for  the 
proposition  with  the  Marcy  amendment  incorporated,  and  will  assure 
the  government  of  Prance  that  whenever  there  shaD  be  any  hope  for 
the  adoption  of  that  beneficent  feature  by  the  necessary  parties,  as  a 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  we  shall  be  ready  not  only  to  agree  to  it, 
hat  even  to  prox)ose  it,  and  to  lead  in  the  necessary  negotiations. 

This  XMiper  is,  in  one  view,  a  conversation  merely  between  yourself  and 
M.  It  is  not  to  be  made  public.  On  the  other  hand,  we  confide  in  your 
diacretion  to  make  such  explanations  as  will  relieve  yourself  of  embar- 
nMsments,  and  this  government  of  any  suspicion  of  inconsistency  or 
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iudirection  in  its  intercourse  with  the  enlightened  and  Mendly  govern- 
ment of  France. 

I  am,  sir,  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  *o. 
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No.  22. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  BusselL 

Washington,  Jtdy  8, 1861. 

My  Lobd  :  Mr.  Seward  called  upon  me  the  day  before  yesterday,  and 
asked  me  to  give  him  a  list  of  the  powers  which  have  acceded  to  the 
declaration  of  Paris  on  maritime  law-  He  said  that  he  had  observed  a 
list  of  those  powers  in  your  lordship's  dispatch  to  me  of  the  18th  May, 
which  I  had  left  with  him  for  a  few  days. 

I  readily  agreed  to  send  him  the  list. 

He  went  on  to  tell  me  that  he  was  endeavoring  to  disentangle  a  com- 
plication which  had  been  produced  by  Mr.  Dayton  at  Paris.  Mr.  Dayton 
had,  he  said,  been  instructed  to  state  to  the  French  government  that  the 
government  of  the  Uuited  States  preferred  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Marcy, 
by  which  private  property  would  be  altogether  exempted  from  capture, 
but  that,  nevertheless,  they  were  willing,  if  necessary,  to  accede  at  once 
to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  ^'  piire  and  simple,"  and  to  postpone  the  dis- 
cussion of  Mr.  Marcy's  proposal  to  a  more  propitious  moment.  Mr.  Day- 
ton, however,  when  he  saw  that  France  had  accorded  belligerent  rights 
to  the  rebels,  became  alarmed,  and  conceived  that  an  acceptance  of  the 
declaration  of  Paris  would  be  injurious  to  the  United  States,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  preclude  them  from  employing  privateers  without  imposing 
a  similar  restriction  on  the  insurgents.  He  had,  therefore,  departed 
from  his  instructions,  and  made,  on  his  own  responsibility,  proposals 
intended  to  avert  this  danger.  Now  (Mr.  Seward  went  on  to  say)  if,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  government  of  the  United  States  declared  that  they 
held  their  accession  to  the  Paris  declaration  to  impose  an  obligation  on 
France  with  regard  to  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  the  disloyal  as  well 
as  the  loyal;  or  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  government  of  France 
announced  that  it  did  not  intend,  by  accepting  the  accession  of  the 
United  States,  to  contract  any  engagement  anectiug  the  States  in  revolt, 
then  Mr.  Dayton's  apprehensions  might  be  well  founded ;  but  if  nothing 
was  said  on  either  side  concerning  this  particular  point,  the  accession  of 
the  United  States  might  be  given  at  once,  and  accepted,  and  the  effect 
of  it  with  regard  to  the  States  in  revolt  be  determined  afterwards. 

Mr.  Seward  proceeded  to  tell  me  that  the  French  government  had  very 
naturally  observed  that  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Marcy  had  been  made  to 
them  before,  and  had  been  rejected  because  it  was  inconsistent  with  the 
agreement  mat^le  by  the  declaration  of  Paris. 

Mr.  Seward  said  that  France  was  willing,  for  her  part,  to  accept  the 
accession  of  the  United  States  ^^pure  and  simple,"  but  considered  it 
necessary  that  the  consent  of  all  the  other  acceding  powers  should  be 
obtained.  This  Mr.  Seward  seemed  to  consider  would  lead  to  intermina- 
ble delays,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  one,  even  the  smallest  of  the 
acceding  governments,  to  defeat  the  whole  plan. 


CLAIMS   AGAINST   QBE  AT   BRITAIN.  71 

I  told  Mr.  Seward  that  I  did  not  conceive  that  any  greater  delay  would 
be  incurred  than  that  which  was  necessary  in  order  to  communicate  in 
tiie  simplest  and  most  expeditious  manner  with  powers,  some  of  which 
were  certainly  at  a  considerable  distance.  I  added  that  I  supposed  the 
accession  of  the  United  States  would  be  received  with  great  satisfaction 
by  every  government. 

Mr.  Seward  observed  that  he  presumed  that,  in  practice,  England  and 
France  had  now  all  the  security  they  could  desire.  This  government 
recognized  the  principles  that  the  flag  covers  the  cargo,  and  that  the 
goods  of  a  friend  are  free  under  an  enemy's  flag.  It  would  do  all  in  its 
power  to  protect  -the  commerce  of  Mends  from  the  attacks  of  the  so- 
called  privateers  of  the  rebels,  and  would  hang  the  privateer  crews  as 
pirates. 

I  hinted  to  Mr.  Seward  that  this  last  measure  was  one  which  would  be 
anything  but  acceptable  to  Great  Britain  or  France ;  that  neither  power 
could  desire  to  see  the  present  contest  assume  the  character  of  ferocity 
which  would  be  thus  imparted  to  it. 

After  saying  a  few  words  on  other  topics,  Mr.  Seward  took  leave  of  me. 

Later  in  the  day  I  sent  him,  in  a  blank  envelope,  a  list  of  the  powers 
which  have  acceded  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  copied  from  your  lord- 
ship^s  dispatch  of  ttie  18th  of  May  last. 

^Notwithstanding  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Seward,  I  continue  to 
tliink  it  very  important,  with  a  view  to  preventing  serious  disputes  in 
future,  that  Great  Britain  and  France  should  not  accept  the  accession  of 
this-govemment  to  the  declaration  of  Paris  without  stating  to  it,  form- 
ally and  distinctly,  beforehand,  the  effect  which  their  so  doing  is  intended 
by  them  to  have  with  regard  to  the  seceded  States. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Mr,  Adums  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  14.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Landofij  July  12,  1861. 

8iB :  Your  dispatches,  from  No.  2,  to  No.  25,  inclusive,  were  received 
at  this  office  early  in  the  present  week. 

I  have  read  the  first  of  these  papers,  containing  further  instructions 
to  me,  and  dated  on  the  21st  of  June,  with  close  attention.  My  prevail- 
ing feeUng  has  been  one  of  profound  surprise  at  the  course  of  this  gov- 
ernment ^roughout  the  present  difficulty.  !^irst.  It  prepares,  in  the 
form  of  an  instruction  to  Lord  Lyons,  a  paper  to  be  presented  to  you, 
among  other  tilings  "virtually  asking  you  to  concede  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  declaration  of  the  congress  held  in  Paris  in  1856.''  Secondly. 
When  in  obedience  to  my  instructions  I  propose  to  offer  a  project  to 
Lord  John  Bussell,  actually  designed  to  do  the  very  thing  desired,  I  am 
told  the  directions  have  already  been  sent  out  to  Lord  Lyons  to  arrange 
matters  on  the  basis  proposed  by  the  American  government  of  the 
three  articles,  omitting  the  fourth  altogether.  Thirdly.  Lord  Lyons 
expresses  the  opinion  to  you  that  his  instructions  do  not  authorize  him 
to  enter  into  a  convention  with  you  in  the  United  States.  Fourthly. 
When,  concurrently  wit*i  these  events,  Mr.  Dayton  proposes  to  negotiate 
on  the  same  basis  with  France^  I  am  informed  that  this  proposal  has 
been  communicated  to  the  mimstry  here,  and  that  no  definite  conclusion 
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had  been  arrived  at.    I  must  say  that  a  more  remarkable  series  of  mis- 
understandings has  seldom  come  within  my  observation. 

I  now  propose  to  bring  this  matter  to  a  distinct  issue.  Tothis  end  I 
have  addressed  a  letter  to  Lord  John  BusseU,  to  know  whether,  under 
the  renewed  instructions  of  the  present  dispatch,  he  is  disposed  to  op^i 
the  negotiation  here.  The  advantage  of  this  will  be  that  I  shall  get  an 
answer  in  writing,  which  wiU  admit  of  no  misconception.    A  copy  of 

that  answer  will- be  forwarded  so  soon  as  it  is  received. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0HAELE8  FEAJ^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  qf  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  17.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  July  19,  ld6L 

Sm :  Your  dispatch,  No.  32,  dated  the  1st  of  July,  relating  to  the 
communications  between  the  two  governments  respecting  the  declaration 
of  the  convention  at  Paris  in  1856,  reached  me  soon  after  I  had 
addressed  a  formal  letter  to  Lord  John  Eussell,  designed  to  bring  t^e 
matter  to  a  definite  point.  In  my  No".  14,  dated  on  the  12th,  I  stated 
the  fact  that  I  had  sent  such  a  letter,  and  I  promised  that  I  would 
forward  his  lordship's  answer  so  soon  as  it  should  be  received.  I  now 
transmit  copies  of  my  letter  and  of  the  answer. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  his  lordship's  memory  of  what  passed 
at  our  first  interview  on  this  subject  should  differ  so  widely  from  mine. 
It  would  seem  by  his  account  that  he  had  been  the  first  to  mention  the 
instructions  to  Lord  Lyons  to  propose  a  negotiation  on  the  subject  of 
the  declaration  of  Paris,  and  that  I  had  thereupon  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  well  to  leave  it  in  your  hands,  in  which  opinion 
he  fully  concurred. 

On  my  side,  I  am  quite  certain  that  the  discussion  which  actually 
took  place  between  us  involved  a  wholly  different  class  of  topics*  of  a 
very  critical  nature,  and  never  touched  upon  the  declaration  of  Paris 
until  it  had  exhausted  itself  on  the  others.  It  was  by  that  time  late, 
and  I  then  opened  the  new  subject  by  remarking  that  there  would  be 
no  time  to  do  more  than  to  allude  to  it  at  this  conference.  I  first  men- 
tioned the  fact  tliat  I  had  instructions  to  propose  a  negotiation  upon 
the  disputed  point  of  the  Paris  declarations,  and  the  necessary  powers 
to  perfect  an  agreement  if  her  Majesty's  government  were  disposed  to 
enter  into  it.  It  was  this  proposal  that  elicited  the  explanations  of  his 
lordship  as  to  what  had  been  already  done,  and  the  expression  of  an 
opinion  that  the  instructions  sent  to  Lord  Lyons  were  of  such  a  kind  as 
to  make  some  agreement  on  your  side  so  very  likely  as  to  render  any 
treatment  of  the  same  matter  here  unadvisable ;  and  it  was  then  that  I 
concurred  in  his  opinion. 

As  things  now  stand,  perhaps  this  difference  of  recollection  in  the 
present  instance  may  not  be  material.  But  there  might  be  cases  in 
which  it  would  be  of  so  much  moment  that  I  think  hereafter  I  shall 
prefer,  upon  essential  points,  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  this  legation  a 
little  more  in  writing  than  I  have  heretofore  thought  necessary. 

At  the  hour  appointed  in  his  note  I  waited  upon  his  lordship  for  the 
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first  time,  at  his  official  residence  in  Downing  street.  After  comparing 
our  resx>«ctive  remembrance  of  the  facts  in  dispute,  I  went  on  to  repeat 
what  I  maiutained  I  had  at  first  proposed,  to  wit :  that  I  was  ready  to 
negotiate  if  her  Msgesty's  government  were  so  disposed.  To  that  end  I 
had  brought  my  powers,  and  also  the  project  of  a  convention,  copies  of 
both  of  which  papers  I  offered  to  leave  with  him.  He  remarked  that 
at  this  stage  it  was  not  necessary  to  look  at  the  powers.  The  other  one 
he  took  and  examined.  The  first  remark  which  he  made  was  that  it  was 
essentially  the  declaration  of  Paris.  He  had  never  known  until  now 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States  were  disposed  to  accede  to  it. 
He  was  sure  that  I  had  never  mentioned  it.  To  this  I  assented,  but 
observed  that  the  reason  why  I  had  not  done  so  was  that  my  govern- 
ment had  directed  me  to  make  a  preliminary  inquiry,  and  that  was  to 
know  whether  her  Majesty's  ministers  were  disposed  to  enter  into  any 
negotiation  at  all.  It  was  because  of  my  understanding  his  lordship  to 
say  that  he  preferred  to  leave  the  matter  with  Lord  Lyons  that  I  had 
considered  negotiation  here  to  be  declined.  I  had  also  heard^  through 
Ms  lordship,  of  a  proposition  since  made  by  Mr.  Dayton  on  this  subject 
to  the  French  government,  and  which  had  been  communicated  to  him, 
that  led  me  to  suppose  the  matter  might  be  taking  its  shape  at  Paris. 
His  lordship  observed  that  Mr.  Dayton's  proposal  was  nothing  more 
than  a  repetition  of  that  made  by  Mr.  Marcy,  which  they  were  not 
willing  to  accede  to.  I  then  said  that  Mr.  Marcy's  amendment  was 
undoubtedly  the  first  wish  of  my  government.  I  also  had  instructions 
to  press  it,  if  there  was  the  smallest  probability  of  success;  but  I 
understood  that  this  matter  had  been  definitively  settled.  His  lordship 
signified  his  assent  to  this  remark,  and  added  that  I  might  consider  the 
proposition  as  inadmissible.  He  would  therefore  take  the  copy  of  the 
project  of  a  convention  which  1  had  offered  him,  for  the  purpose  of 
submitting  it  to  the  consideration  of  his  colleagues  in  the  cabinet,  and 
let  me  know  when  he  should  be  ready  to  meet  me  again. 

In  the  course  of  conversation  I  took  the  occasion  to  remark  upon 
that  passage  of  his  lordship's  note  to  me  which  related  to  the  manner 
in  which  oUier  states  had  signified  tiieir  adherence  to  the  declaration. 
I  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that,  whatever  might  be  the  course 
elsewhere,  the  peculiar  structure  of  our  government  required  some 
distinct  form  of  agreement  or  convention  to  be  made  with  foreign 
states,  upon  which  the  Senate  could  exercise  their  legitimate  authority 
of  confirmation  or  rejection.  He  seemed  at  once  to  understand  the 
force  of  this  observation,  and  to  assent  to  the  necessity.  Yet  I  foresaw 
at  the  time  the  difficulty  in  which  it  would  place  the  British  govern- 
ment in  its  relations  with  the  other  parties  to  the  convention  at  Paris. 
The  reply  of  his  lordship,  this  moment  come  to  hand,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  submitted,  explains  it  fully,  and  leaves  the  matter  in  the 
same  state  of  suspense  that  it  was  in  before. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  presuming  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the 
President  that  no  time  be  lost,  I  shall  write  to  Mr.  Dayton,  at  Paris,  to 
know  whether  he  considers  himself  authorized  to  proceed  to  conclude  a 
similar  arrangement  with  the  French  government ;  If  so,  I  shall  try  to 
go  on  without  waiting  for  further  instructions;  if  not,  I  shall  hold 
myself  ready  to  act  here  so  soon  as  this  difficulty  shall  have  been 
removed  elsewhere. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKAiirOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  John  RusseU. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londony  July  11, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  From  the  tenor  of  the  last  dispatches  received  from  the 
Department  of  State  at  Washington,  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  there  has 
been  some  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  her  Msyesty's 
government  respecting  a  proposal  to  negotiate  upon  the  basis  of  the 
declaration  of  the  congress  held  at  Paris  in  1856.  In  the  first  conversa- 
tion which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  your  lordship,  so  long  ago  as 
the  18th  of  May  last,  in  answer  to  an  offer  then  made  by  myself,  under 
instructions  from  my  government,  I  certainly  understood  your  lordship 
to  say  that  the  subject  had  already  been  committed  to  the  care  of  Lord 
Lyons,  at  Washington,  with  authority  to  accept  the  proposition  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  adopting  three  articles  of  the  declara- 
tion at  Paris,  and  to  drop  the  fourth  altogether.  For  this  reason  you 
preferred  not  to  enter  into  the  question  on  this  side  of  the  water.  I  am 
now  informed  that  Lord  Lyons  thinks  his  instructions  do  not  authorize 
him  to  Qnter  into  convention  with  the  authorities  at  Washington,  and 
am  instructed  to  apprise  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  fact. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  directed  once  more  to  renew  the 
proposition  here,  and  to  say  that,  if  agreeable  to  your  lordship,  £  am 
prepared  to  present  to  your  consideration  a  project  of  a  convention  at 
any  moment  which  it  may  be  convenient  to  you  to  appoint. 
^Seizing  the  occasion  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  highest  considera^ 
tion,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  John  Bussell,  dkc.y  cErc,  &c. 


Lord  John  Bmaell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  13,  1861. 

8m :  I  have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  dated  the  11th 
instant. 

In  the  first  conversation  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you,  on  the  18th 
of  May,  I  informed  you  that  instructions  had  been  sent  to  Lord  Lyons 
to  propose  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  sidopt  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  articles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  dropping  the  first 
altogether. 

You  informed  me  that  you  had  instructions  on  the  same  subject ;  but 
I  understood  you  to  exi)re8S  an  opinion^  in  which  I  fully  concurred,  that 
it  would  be  well  to  leave  th.e  question  m  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  at  Washington. 

Lord  Lyons  h^  instructions  to  make  an  agreement  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  but  he  had  no  express  authority  to  sign  a 
convention. 

The  states  who  have  adhered  to  the  declaration  of  Paris  have  gener- 
ally, if  not  invariably,  done  so  by  dispatches  or  notes,  and  not  by 
conventions. 

As,  'however,  you  have  been  instructed  to  present  to  her  Majesty's 
government,  for  consider§ti6n,  a  project  of  a  convention,  I  shall  be 
happy  to  see  you  at  the  foreign  office  at  three  o'clock  to-day,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  that  project. 
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I  request  you  to  receive  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration, 
and  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  RUSSELL, 
Charles  Francis  Adaks,  Esq.,  &e.^  &e^  &c. 


Lard  John  BussM  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Jvly  18,  1861. 

Sm:  Upon  considering  your  propositions  of  Saturday  last  I  have  two 
remarks  to  make. 

First.  The  course  hitherto  foUowed  has  been  a  simple  notification  of 
adherence  to  the  declaration  of  Paris  by  those  states  which  were  not 
originaliy  parties  to  it. 

Secondly.  The  declaration  of  Paris  was  one  embracing  various  i)ower8, 
with  a  view  to  general  concurrence  upon  questions  of  maritime  law,  and 
not  an  insulated  engagement  between  two  powers  only. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  willing  to  waive  entirely  any  objection 
on  the  first  of  these  heads,  and  to  accept  the  form  which  the  govern 
ment  of  the  United  States  prefers. 

With  regard  to  the  second,  her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion 
that  they  should  be  assured  that  the  United  States  are  ready  to  enter 
into  a  similar  engagement  with  France,  and  with  other  maritime  powers 
who  are  parties  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  and  do  not  purpose  to  make 
singly  and  separately  a  convention  with  Great  Britain  only. 

Bat  as  much  time  might  be  required  for  separate  communications 
between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  all  the  maritime 
powers  who  were  parties  to  or  have  acceded  to  the  declaration  of  Paris, 
her  Majesty's  government  would  deem  themselves  authorized  to  advise 
the  Queen  to  conclude  a  convention  on  this  subject  with  the  President 
of  the  United  States  so  soon  as  they  shall  have  been  informed  that  a 
Bimilar  convention  has  been  agreed  upon,  and  is  ready  for  signature, 
between  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  so  that  the  two  conventions  might  be  signed  simultaneously 
and  on  the  same  day. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  BUSSELL, 

Gharleb  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  djCy  &c.^  &e. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America/'  No.  3,  p.  12.] 

Fo.  20. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  J.  Russell. 

liEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  July  19,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  In  reply  to  the  note  dated  yesterday  from  your  lordship, 
I  beg  to  say  that  I  shall  take  immediate  measiu'es  to  communicate  with 
Mr.  Dayton  at  Paris,  touching  the  extent  of  bis  powers  to  negotiate  upon 
the  same  basis  proposed  by  me  with  the  government  of  France.  K  it 
should  turn  out  that  he  is  both  authorized  and  disposed  to  proceed  at 
once,  there  will  not,  perhaps,  be  a  necessity  for  interposing  further 
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delay  in  order  to  communicate  once  more  with  the  government  at  Wash- 
ington. If,  on  the  contrary,  his  answer  shonld  be  unfovorable,  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  ask  a  postponementof  the  negotiation  until  the  dispatch 
forwarded  this  day  to  the  United  States  shall  have  produced  further 
instructions  from  the  President.  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  apprise 
you  of  the  result  of  my  inquiry  as  soon  as  I  shall  obtain  it. 
With  renewed  assurances,  I  have,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward: 

[£xtraet.3 

No.  20.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  July  26, 186L 

Sib:  At  the  close  of  my  dispatch  No.  17,  on  the  subject  of  my  last 
conference  with  Lord  John  Russell,  I  mentioned  my  intention  to  write  to 
Mr.  Dayton,  at  Paris,  to  know  whether  he  felt  authorized  to  proceed  in 
a  simultaneous  negotiation  on  the  subject  of  t^e  declaration  of  the  con- 
gress at  Paris.  I  have  now  to  report  that  I  executed  my  purpose  on  the 
19th  instant. 

On  the  evening  of  the  24th  I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Dayton  announc- 
ing his  arrival  in  town  and  his  wish  to  confer  with  me  upon  this  matter. 

Yesterday  morning  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  full  and  free  conversation 
with  him,  in  the  course  of  which  we  carefully  compared  our  respective 
instructions  and  the  aetion  taken  under  them. 

I  am  very  glad  that  he  has  taken  the  trouble  to  come  over  to  see  me,  for 
I  confess  that  I  was  a  little  embarrassed  by  not  knowing  the  precise 
nature  of  his  proposal  to  the  French  government  at  the  time  when  I 
heard  of  it  from  Lord  John  Russell.  Had  I  been  informed  of  it  I  should 
perhaps  have  shaped  my  own  course  a  little  differently.  So  I  doubt  not 
that  he  would  have  been  pleased  to  know  more  exactly  my  own  pro- 
ceedings as  well  as  the  more  specific  character  of  my  instructions.  An. 
hour's  interview  has  had  the  effect  to  correct  our  impressions  better  than 
could  have  been  accomplished  by  an  elaborate  correspondence. 

I  can  now  perfectily  understand  as  well  as  enter  into  the  reasons  which 
prompted  his  proposal  of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  connected  as  it  was 
with  the  modification  first  suggested  by  Mr.  Marcy.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  attempt  to  secure  such  an  extension  of  the  application 
of  the  principle  contained  in  the  first  point  of  that  declaration  was 
worth  making,  on  the  part  of  the  new  administration,  particularly  at  a 
place  where  there  was  no  reason  to  presume  any  disinclination  to  adopt 
it.  Neither  did  the  reply  of  Mr.  Thouvenel  entirely  preclude  the  hope 
of  ultimate  success,  so  far  as  the  disposition  of  France  may  be  pre- 
sumed. 

The  obstacles,  if  any  there  are,  must  be  inferred  to  have  been  thought 
to  exist  elsewhere.  And  an  advance  could  be  expected  only  when  the 
efforts  to  remove  them  had  been  applied  with  effect  in  the  proper  quar- 
ter. It  was,  therefore,  both  natural  and  proi)er  for  Mr.  Dayton,  after 
having  made  his  offer,  and  received  such  an  answer,  to  wait  patiently 
until  it  should  become  apparent  that  such  efforts  had  been  made,  and 
made  without  success. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  opposition  to  this  modification  centers 
here.  Independently  of  the  formal  announcement  of  Lord  John  Russell  to 
me  that  the  i>roposition  was  declined,  I  have,  from  other  sources  of  infer- 
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matioii,  some  reason  to  believe  that  it  springs  from  the  tenacity  of  a  class 
of  influential  persons,  by  their  age  and  general  affinities,  averse  to  all 
sudden  variations  from  established  ideas.  Such  people  are  not  to  be 
carried  away  by  novel  reasoning,  however  forcible.  We  have  cause  to 
feel  the  presence  of  a  similar,  power  at  home,  though  in  a  vastly  reduced 
degree. 

All  modifications  of  the  public  law,  however  beneficent,  naturally 
meet  with  honest  resistance  in  these  quarters  for  a  time.  It  is  to  be 
feared  that  this  may  have  the  effect  of  defeating,  at  this  moment,  the 
application  of  the  noble  doctrines  of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  in  the  full 
expansion  of  which  they  are  susceptible.  But  to  my  mind  the  failure  to 
reach  that  extreme  point  will  not  justify  the  United  States  in  declining 
to  accept  the  good  which  is  actually  within  their  grasp.  The  declara- 
tion of  the  leading  powers  of  civilized  Europe,  made  at'Paris  in  1856, 
engrafted  upon  the  law  of  nations  for  the  first  time  great  principles  for 
wMch  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  always  contended 
against  some  of  those  powers,  and  down  to  tiiat  time  had  contended  in 
vain. 

That  great  act  was  the  virtual  triumph  of  their  policy  all  over  the 
globe.  It  was  the  sacrifice,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  of  notions  she 
had  ever  before  held  to  with  the  most  unrelenting  rigidity.  It  would 
therefore  seem  as  if  any  reluctance  to  acknowledge  this  practical  amount 
of  benefit,  obtained  on  the  mere  ground  that  something  remained  to 
require,  was  calculated  only  to  wither  the  laurels  gained  by  our  victory. 

It  would  almost  seem  like  a  retrograde  tendency  to  the  barbarism  of 
former  ages.  Surely  it  is  not  in  the  spirit  of  the  reformed  government 
in  America  to  give  countenance  to  any  such  impression.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  character  of  the  policy  in  later  years,  the  advent  of 
another  and  a  better  power  should  be  marked  by  a  recurrence  to  the 
best  doctrines  ever  procdaimed  in  the  national  history.  And  if  it  so 
bappen  that  they  are  not  now  adopted  by  others  to  the  exact  extent 
that  we  would  prefer,  the  obvious  course  of  wisdom  would  seem  to  be 
to  accept  the  good  which  can  be  obtained,  and  patiently  to  await  an- 
other opportunity  when  a  continuance  of  exertions  in  the  same  direction 
may  enable  us  to  secure  everything  that  is  left  to  be  desired. 

I  think  that  Mr.  Dayton  has  waited  only  to  be  convinced  that  his 
proposed  modiflcaticMi  cannot  be  secured  before  he  acts  upon  the  author- 
ity given  him  to  aoeede  to  the  deelamtion  of^Paris,  pure  and  simple. 

On  my  part,  I  have  apprised  lum  of  tiie  answer  made  to  me  by  Lord 
John  Biissell  at  our  last  oonfer^ice.  But  he  wishes  some  evidence  upon 
which  he  can  xeLj  a  little  more  securely  than  a  report  of  conversation. 
And,  considering  the  remarkable  discrepancy  in  the  recollection  of  the 
eoDfereaces  with  his  lordship  which  has  thus  fiEu*  taken  place,  I  am  not 
surprised.  In  order  to  meet  tiiis  difficulty  he  has  addressed  to  me  a  letter 
of  inquiry,  which  I  propose  to  answer.  At  the  same  time  I  design  to 
addroBs  a  letter  to  his  lordship,  recapitulating  the  portion  of  his  convex 
Stttum  .that  is  in  question/  and  informing  him  that,  on  the  assumption 
Aat  lunderstood  him  rights  Mr.  Dayton  consents  to  proceed.  This  will, 
of  course,  render  it  necessary  for  him  to  explain  himself,  if  the  £act 
Bhould  be  otherwise. 

Mr.  Dayton  will,  of  course,  communicate  directly  with  the  depart- 

ttfint  as  to  the  later  measures  which  he  may  think  proper  to  take. 

•  •  •  «  •  •'•  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwasd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

[Extracts.] 

No.  49.J  Department  of  State, 

Wa%h%ngt4m^  July  29, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  July  12, 1861,  No.  14,  has  been  received. 

Your  propositioii  of  making  a  distinct  appeaT  to  the  British  govern- 
ment pn  the  subject  of  the  issue  between  it  and  this  government,  upon 
the  questions  so  long  discussed,  is  approved.  We  shsdl  look  with  much 
interest  for  the  answer  of  that  government. 

•  ••  ••  ••• 

Some  important  points  in  your  dispatch  will  be  treated  of  in  another 
paper. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.^  dke.y  &e. 


Mr.  DayUm  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  22.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

PaHSy  July  30, 1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  21st  of  this  month  I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Adams, 
a  copy  of  which,  marked  A,  is  hereunto  annexed,  apprising  me  that* 
under  lenewed  instructions  from  the  government  at  Washington,  he 
had  proposed  to  the  British  government,  on  the  11th  of  this  month,  to 
negotiate  on  the  basis  of  the  project  which  had  been  transmitted  to  him 
soon  after  his  arrival  at  London,  touching  the  four  points  of  the  decla- 
ration of  the  convention  at  Paris  in  1856,  and  inquiring  whether  1  felt 
empowered  and  disposed  to  remove  the  obstacle  of  delay  by  entering 
at  once  into  an  arrangement  for  simultaneous  action  with  the  Emperor 
of  the  l^'rench.  Accompanying  his  note  was  the  copy  of  a  communiear 
tion  from  Lord  John  Eusseu,  dated  July  18, 1861.       •         •  • 

Feeling  the  great  importance  of  this  matter,  and  mindfiil  of  your  request 
that  we  shoiUd  confer  together  when  we  could,  I  immediately  went  over 
to  London. 

I  found,  by  the  date  of  your  renewed  instructions  to  Mr.  Adams,  that 
you  did  not  intend  the  negotiation  upon  this  question  should  be  con- 
ducted at  Washington,  but  that  it  should  be  done  on  this  side ;  and, 
farther,  that  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  the  original  purpose 
of  acceding  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1856  was  adhered  to.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  say  to  Mr.  Adams  that  there  need  be 
no  delay  on  my  account.  To  facilitate  matters,  while  I  was  yet  in  Lon- 
don I  made  to  him,  in  writing,  a  conmiunication  to  that  effect,  of  which 
I  send  you  a  copy,  marked  B. 

You  will  observe  that  I  ask  Mr.  Adams,  in  this  coQmiunication.  whether 
Great  Britain  ha«^  at  his  instance,  or  otherwise,  considered  tne  Marcy 
amendment  f  This  was  done  after  conference  with  him,  and  after  he 
had  told  me  what  would  be  his  answer.  He  said  that  after  I  had  made 
the  proposition  here  it  was  considered  at  London,  and  Lord  John 
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Bossell,  upon  his  (Mr.  Adams)  snggesting  this  amendment  to  the  treaty 
there,  said  at  once  that  the  principle  was  inadmissible ;  that  the  Brit- 
ish government  would  not  assent  to  it.  This  answer  I  thought  it  most 
desirable  we  should  have  on  record,  and  therefore  made  a  suggestion 
in  my  note  which  Mr.  Adams  said  he  would  adopt.  Great  Britain,  so 
jGbut  as  I  know,  never  has,  before  this,  distinctly  placed  herself  on  record 
against  the  adoption  of  that  humane  and  noble  principle  as  a  provision 
of  maritime  law. 

I  was  much  gratified  that  I  had  gone  over  to  London.  I  felt  a  sense 
of  relief  in  conferring  with  Mr.  Adams  upon  questions  of  so  much  im- 
portance,  and  got  knowledge  of  some  facts  of  which  I  had  no  knowledge 
before.  I  was  in  England  but  two  days,  and  then  returned  immediately 
to  Paris.  I  missed,  however,  the  mail  by  the  steamer  of  last  week, 
which  I  much  regretted. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William.  H.  Sewabd. 

Secretary  oj  State. 


•  .   •     A. 
Mn  Adams  to  Mr,  Dojftan 

[£ztract.3 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  19, 1861. 

go^ .  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  apprise  you  that,  under  a  renewal  of  instructions 
from  the  government  at  WasMngton^  1  proposed  to  her  Majesty's  gov- 
emment  on  Thursday,  the  11th  of  this  mon^,  to  negotiate  on  the  basis 
of  a  project,  which  had  been  transmitted  to  me  soon  after  my  arrival 
at  this  post,  touching  the  four  points  of  the  declaration  of  the  conven- 
tion at  Paris  in  1856.  I  have  reasons  to  presume  that  powers  to  com- 
plete a  similar  agreement  with  the  government  of  France  were  sent  to 
you  at  or  about  the  same  time.  You  will  see  by  the  terms  of  Lord  John 
BusselPs  reply  to  me,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  conveyed  to  you,  that 
he  consents  to  proceed  only  upon  tiie  condition  that  a  similar  negotia- 
tion shall  go  onpar%]^assu  at  Paris. 

The  object  of  this  mquiiy,  then,  is  to  know  whether  you  feel  empow- 
ered and  disposed  to  remove  this  obstacle  of  delay  by  entering  at  once 
into  an  arrangement  for  simultaneous  action  with  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  or  whether  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  suspend  operations 
here  until  further  instructions  shall  have  been  received  from  Wash- 
ington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

His  Excellency  Hon.  W.  L.  Dayton,  cfco.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  Paris. 


B. 

Mr^  Dayton  to  Mr.  Adams* 

London,  July  25, 1861. 

Bnt :  Tours  of  the  19th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  Lord  John  Bus- 
Bell's  of  the  18th  instant,  was  duly  received  by  me  at  Paris,    My  powers 
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to  negotiate  with  France  an  accession  by  the  United  States  to  the  treaty 
of  Paris  of  1856  are  of  the  same  general  character  as  your  own.  Under 
those  powers  and  instructions  received  by  me  firom  Washington,  I  did  pro- 
pose such  accession  to  the  government  of  France,  but  with  an  addition 
to  the  first  clause  of  the  following  words :  ^^  And  the  private  property  of 
subjects  or  citizens  of  one  of  the  belligerents  shall  not  be  seized  upon 
the  high  seas,  by  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  other  belligerents,  unless  it 
may  be  contraband  of  war."  To  this  proposition  I  received  an  answer 
from  the  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  dated  June  20, 1861,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  was  that  the  French  government  declined  to  consider 
the  proposition  (inasmuch  as  it  differed  from  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
of  Paris)  unless  it  was  addressed  to  all  the  powers  who  were  parties  to 
that  convention.  In  the  meantime  I  saw  it  stated  in  the  public  press  of 
Europe  that  the  British,  French,  Spanish,  and  Belgian  governments  had 
made  a  declaration  of  their  intentions  as  respects  their  conduct  towards 
the  United  States  government  and  the  uisurgents  of  the  South,  and  I  was 
not  certain  whether  our  government  would  desire^  under  t^e  circum- 
stances, that  the  proposition  to  accede  to  tdie  treaty  m  question,  without 
the  amendment,  should  be  made. 

•  Your  renewett  instructions  to  proceed  on  the  basis  of  that  treaty  are 
subsequent  to  and  with  a  full  knowledge  by  our  government  of  the  fatots 
hereinbefore  stated. 

Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  I  feel  authorized  and  required 
to  proceed  without  further  delay.  Before,  however,  I  shaU  communicate 
further  with  the  French  government,  I  wish  to  know  whether  Great 
Britain  has,  at  your  instance,  or  otherwise,  considered  the  amendment  of 
the  treaty  hereinbefore  referred  to.  Before  abandoning  the  hope  of 
obtaining  the  incorporation  in  our  code  of  maritime  law  of  that  great 
and  humane  principle,  it  seems  to  me  desirable  that  we  should  have  dis- 
tinct assurance  that  the  principle  will  not  be  admitted.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect that  Great  Britain  has  any  time,  heretofore,  answered  distinctly,  if 
at  all,  upon  that  proposition,  but  seems  rather  to  have  avoided  it.  I 
think  it  desirable  that  that  answer  should  be  of  record,  (either  m  a  note 
from  or  to  you,)  so  that  the  responsibility  may  attach,  through  all  time, 
where  it  properly  belongs. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  answer  I  will  inclose  a  copy  of 
your  notes,  in  connection  with  that  from  Lord  John  Bussell  to  the  French 
government,  and,  as  soon  as  heard  from,  advise  you  of  its  reply. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DATTOK. 

His  Excellency  Chables  Fbancis  Adams. 


Mr.  Adcuns  to  Mr:  Seward, 
No.  22.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londofij  August  2, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me, 
on  the  29th  of  July  last,  to  Lord  John  Eussell,  and  likewise  a  copy  of  bis 
lordship's  reply.  I  must  frankly  admit  tiiiat  I  do  not  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  last  paragraph. 

I  have  transmitt^  a  copy  of  his  lordship's  note  to  Mr.  Dayton.  I 
doubt  not  that  it  will  be  deemed  by  him  so  far  satisfactory  as  to  induce 
him  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  a  simultaneous  negotiation  as 
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soon  as  the  customary  arrangements  with  the  French  government  can  be 
made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAIirCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  29, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  now  to  inform  yonr  lordship  that,  in  con- 
sonance with  the  intention  expressed  in  my  note  of  the  19th  instant,  I 
have  written  to  Mr.  Dayton,  at  Paris,  touching  the  extent  of  his  powers 
to  negotiate  npon  the  same  basis  proposed  by  me  to  you,  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  France,  to  which  he  is  accredited.  I  have  also  to  say  that 
since  the  date  of  my  writing  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  converse  person- 
ally with  him  as  well  as  to  receive  a  letter  from  him  in  answer  to  my 
inquiry. 

Mr.  Dayton  informs  me  that  some  time  since  he  made  a  prox)osal  to 
the  French  government  to  adopt  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris 
in  1856,  with  an  addition  to  the  first  clause,  in  substance  the  same  with 
that  heretofore  proposed  by  his  predecessor.  Mr.  Mason,  under  instruc- 
tions given  by  Mr.  Marcy,  then  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uuited 
States.  To  that  proposal  he  received  an  answer  from  the  French  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affairs,  declining  to  consider  the  proposition,  not  for  any 
objection  eiiteitaiued  against  it,  but  because  it  was  a  variation  from  the 
terms  of  .the  original  agreement  requiring  a  prior  reference  of  it  to  the 
other  parties  to  that  convention.  This  answer  does  not,  in  his  opinion, 
make  the  ultimate  acceptance  of  his  addition  impossible,  and  he  does 
not  feel  as  if  he  ought  to  abandon  the  support  of  what  he  considers  as 
so  beneficent  an  amendment  to  the  original  plan  until  he  has  reason  to 
despair  of  success.  He  has  therefore  requested  to  know  of  me  whether 
I  have  reason  to  believe  perseverance  in  this  direction  to  be  fruitless.. 

For  my  part,  I  entirely  concur  in  the  view  entertained  by  Mr.  Dayton 
of  the  value  of  this  amendment.  I  also  know  so  well  the  interest  that 
my  government  takes  in  its  adoption  as  to  be  sure  that  it  would  refuse 
to*  justify  a  further  procedure  on  our  part  which  was  not  based  upon  a 
reasonable  certainty  that  success  is  not  attainable,  at  least  at  the  present 
moment.  I  have,  therefore,  ventured  to  state  to  Mr.  Dayton  my  belief 
that  I  have  that  certainty.  I  have  therefore  mentioned  to  him,'  what  I 
have  likewise  communicated  to  the  proper  department  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  irnited  States,  the  fact  that  in  the  last  conference  1  had  the 
honor  to  hold  with  your  lordship,  allusion  having  been  made  to  the 
amendment  of  JVIr.  Dayton,  I  said  that  that  amendment  was  undoubtedly 
the  first  wish  of  my  government,  and  that  I  had  instructions  to  press  it 
if  there  was  the  smallest  probability  of  success,  but  that  I  supposed  this 
matter  to  have  been  already  definitively  acted  upon.  To  which  I  under- 
stood your  lordship  to  signify  your  assent,  and  to  add  that  I  might  con- 
sider the  proposition  as  inadmissible.  If  I  have  made  no  mistake  in 
reporting  the  substance  of  what  passed  between  us,  Mr,  Dajion  tells  me 
he  is  satisfied,  and  expresses  his  readiness  to  proceed  on  the  basis  pro- 
posed by  me  to  your  lordship  with  the  French  government.    But  in  order 

6  A  0— VOL.  I 


82  CLAIMS   AGAINST   GREAT   BRITAIN. 

to  remove  all  probability  of  misconception  between  him  and  myself,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  recalling  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter before  it  may  be  too  late.  Should  there  have  been  any  essential  error 
of  fact  on  the  main  point,  I  trust  your  lordship  vnh  do  me  the  favor  to 
set  me  right. 

Should  it  happen,  on  the  contrary,  that  I  am  correct,  I  believe  it  t^DI 
not  be  necessary  to  interpose  any  delay  in  the  negotiation  for  further 
reference  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Dajlon  will  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  apprise  the  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  of  his  intention  to  accede  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  pure  and 
simple,  and  the  negotiations  may  be  carried  on  simultaneously  in  both 
countries  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be  perfected  on  the 
resi)ective  sides. 

However  my  government  may  regret  that  it  has  not  been  able  to 
expand  the  application  of  the  principles  of  the  de(;laration  of  Paris  to 
the  extent  which  it  deems  desirable^  it  is  too  well  convinced  of  the  great 
value  of  the  recognition  actually  given  to  those  principles  by  the  great 
powers  of  Europe  in  that  act  longer  to  hesitate  in  giving  in  its  cordial 
adhesion.  But  it  ardently  cherishes  the  hope  that  time  and  the  favoring 
progress  of  correct  opinion  may  before  long  bring  about  opportunities 
for  additional  developments  of  the  system  they  initiate,  through  the 
co-operation  of  all  maritime  nations  of  the  earth,  and  most  especially  of 
one  so  enlightened  and  philanthropic  as  Great  Britain. 

Eenewing  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAIiJ^OIS  ADAMa 

Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  cfcc,  cfec,  cfcc. 


Lard  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31, 1861. 

SiB:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant, 
in  which  you  inform  me  that  Mr,  Dayton  some  time  since  made  a  pro- 
posal to  the  French  government  to  adopt  the  declaration  of  the  congress 
of  Paris  in  1856,  with  an  addition  to  the  first  clause,  in  substance  the 
same  with  that  heretofore  proposed  by  his  i)redece8Sor,  Mr.  Mason,  under 
instructions  given  by  Mr,  Marcy,  then  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States.  After  giving  an  account  of  the  reception  given  to  that 
proposition  by  the  French  government,  and  the  value  attached  to  it  by 
Mr.  Dayton  and  yourself,  you  proceed  to  state  that  in  a  conversation 
with  me  you  told  me  that  the  addition  proposed  was  the  first  wish  of 
your  government,  and  that  you  had  instructions  to  press  it  if  there  was 
the  smallest  probability  of  success,  but  that  you  sui)posed  this  matter 
to  have  been  already  definitively  acted  upon.  You  represent  me  as  sig- 
nifying my  assent,  and  adding  that  I  considered  the  proposition  as 
inadmissible. 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  this  statement  is  perfectly  correct. 

You  go  on  to  inform  me  that  in  the  case  of  your  statement  being  cor- 
rect, Mr.  Dayton  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  apprise  the  French 
government  of  his  intention  to  accede  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  "pure 
and  simple,"  and  that  the  negotiations  may  be  carried  on  simultaneously 
in  both  countries  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be  perfected 
•on  the  respective  sides. 
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Yon  will  doubtless  recollect  that  in  my  letter  of  the  ISth  instant,  I 
stated  that  "her  Majesty^s  government  are  of  opinion  that  they  should 
be  assured  that  the  United  States  are  ready  to  enter  into  a  similar 
engagement  with  France,  and  with  the  other  maritime  powers  who  are 
parties  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  and  do  not  propose  to  make  simply 
and  separately  a  convention  with  Great  Britain  only.'' 

But  as  I  agreed  in  the  same  letter  to  waive  this  assurance,  and  as  I 
conclude  that,  in  x)oint  of  fact,  the  United  States  are  willing  to  sign  simi- 
lar conventions  with  all  the  states  parties  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  I 
shall  be  ready  to  carry  on  the  negotiations  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
arrangements  can  be  perfected  in  London  and  Paris,  so  that  the  conven- 
tions may  be  signed  simultaneously  at  those  two  capitals. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  the  engagement 
will  be  prospective,  and  will  not  invalidate  anything  already  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkc.^  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
No.  24.]  Faris^  August  2, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  dispateh  No.  27  was  not  received  by  me  until* after  my 
return  from  London. 

By  my  not«  to  Mr.  Adams,  written  in  London,  and  to  be  found  in  dis- 
patch No.  22,  you  wiU  find  your  instructions  were  anticipated  by  my 
action :  that  immediately  upon  learning,  from  a  reliable  source,  what 
were  tne  views  of  the  government  in  regard  to  an  accession  to  the  treaty 
of  Paris,  expressed  with  full  knowledge  of  facts  occurring  since  its  orig- 
inal instructions  to  me,  I  at  once  took  measures  to  comply  with  them, 
without  attempting  to  balance  the  suggestions  of  my  own  mind  against 
its  known  wishes.  But  I  confess  that  in  a  matter  of  such  grave  import- 
ance as  an  accession  by  the  United  States  to  that  treaty,  I  did  want 
those  wishes  distinctly  expressed  with  ftiU  knowh^dge  of  the  fact«.  You 
will  observe,  by  the  copy  of  a  communication  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affiiirs,  (marked  A,)  and  hereunto  annexed,  that  I  have  already  moved 

in  the  matter  here. 

•  ••••• 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L..  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

•    Secretary  of  State. 


A. 

Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  August  2,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  some  time  since  that  I 
was  authorized,  upon  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  treat  with  any 
person  or  i)ersons  authorized  by  the  Emperor  concerning  the  principles 
of  maritime  law  which  affect  neutral  and  belligerent  rights  at  sea|  and 
other  matters  connected  therewith,  of  interest  to  the  two  nations,  and 
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on  the  3l8t  of  May  last  proposed  to  your  excellency  an  accession  by  the 
United  States  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1856,  with  certain  words  of  addi- 
tion thereto. 

Under  date  of  26th  of  June  last,  I  received  a  reply  from  your  excel- 
lency stating  that  the  protocols  of  the  congress  of  Paris  impose  upon 
all  the  powers  who  signed  the  declaration  of  the  16th  of  April,  the  obli- 
gation not  to  negotiate,  separately,  upon  the  application  of  maritime 
rights  in  time  of  war,  any  arrangement  which  differed  from  the  declara- 
tion resolved  upon  in  common,  and  that,  as  a  consequence,  it  would  be 
necessary  that  my  offer  include  the  other  powers  signing  the  declaration 
before  it  would  be  considered. 

At  the  time  the  foregoing  offer  was  made  I  had  some  reason  to  believe 
that  it  might  be  accepted  by  all  the  powers  who  negotiated  that  ti'eaty, 
but  subsequent  information  (the  nature  of  which  1  have  explained  to 
you)  has  satisfied  me  that  this  was  an  eiTor. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  would  have  preferred  the  incor- 
poration in  the  treaty  of  the  amendment  before  referred  to;  and  when 
there  shall  be  any  hope  for  the  adoption  of  that  beneficent  featiu^  by 
the  necessary  parties  as  a  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  the  United 
States  will  not  only  be  ready  to  agree  to  it,  but  even  to  propose  it,  and 
to  lead  in  the  necessary  negotiations. 

Under  existing  circumstances  I  am  satisfied  that  I  would  not  be  justi- 
fied in  further  delaying  negotiations  for  an  accession  by  the  United 
States  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1866,  in  the  vain  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment in  question,  if  proposed  to  all  the  powers,  would,  at  present,  be 
accepted.  I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  apprise  your  excellency  tiiat 
I  am  prepared,  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
hereby  propose  to  your  excellency  to  enter  into  a  convention  with  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  for  accession  by  the  United  States  to  the  "decla- 
ration concerning  maritime  law"  adopted  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
Fi  ance,  Great  Britain,  Austria,  Prussia,  Eussia,  Sardinia,  and  Turkey, 
at  Paris,  on  the  16th  of  April,  1856,  and  that  I  have  special  authority 
for  this  i)urpose  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  26th  of 
April  last,  which  I  shall  be  happy  to  submit  to  your  excellency.  I  beg 
likewise,  in  this  coimection,  to  say  to  your  excellency  that  a  like  propo- 
sition has  been  made  by  Mr.  Adams  to  her  Britaimic  Majesty,  and  here- 
with I  deem  it  proper  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  tbe  reply  of  Lord  John 
Bussell. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

MONSIEUE  LE  MiNISTRE. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  55.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  6, 1861. 

Sm :  Tour  dispatch  No.  17,  of  the  date  of  July  19,  has  been  received. 

I  entirely  approve  of  the  letter  which  you  addressed  to  Lord  John 
Eussell,  of  the  11th,  a  copy  of  which  acex)mpanied  that  dispatch,  and  I 
wait  now  with  impatience,  yet  not  without  some  solicitude,  for  the  action 
of  the  British  government  upon  our  propositions  which  were  so  early  sent 
forward  in  good  faith,  and  which  by  such  strange  accidents  have  been 
so  long  in  reaching  the  cabinet  of  Great  Britain. 

I  need  hardly  tell  you  that  the  same  mail  which  conveyed  our  propo- 
sition!^ concerning  maritime  rights  for  the  consideration  of  the  British 
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government,  carried  also  propositions  literaUy  the  same  for  the  consid- 
eration  of  the  French  government^  and  that  of  every  other  maritime 
power  in  Europe. 

All  those  powers  are  understood  to  be  awaiting  the  action  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dte.,  <£ro.,  dke. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America, "  No.  3, 1862,  p.  16.] 

No.  26. 

Harl  Cowley  to  Earl  BusseU. 

[Extract.] 

Pabis,  August  8, 1861. 

Mr.  Dayton  has  informed  M.  Thonvenel  that  he  is  now  in  a  position 
to  sign  with  him  a  convention  embodying  the  fonr  points  contained  in 
the  declaration  of  Paris,  and  that  he  will  lose  no  time  in  famishing  his 
excellency  with  a  draught  instroment. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  58.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State; 

Washington^  August  12,  1861. 

Sir:  Tour  dispatch  of  July  26  (BTo.  20)  has  be^n  received,  I  am 
^lad  that  yon  have  had  a  ftdl  and  satisfactory  conversation  with  Mr. 
Dayton.  It  seems  probable  that  we  shall  now  be  able  to  arrive  at  an 
mKleretanding  with  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  on  the 

subject  of  international  law  relating  to  maritime  war. 

•  •  •  •  •         .         • 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d;c.^  <£&.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  61.]    •  Department  of  State, 

Wa>shingtonj  August  17, 1861, 

Sir:  Tour  dispatch  of  August  2,  Ko  22,  has  been  received.  It  is 
accompanied  by  a  correspondence  which  has  just  taken  place  between 
yourself  and  Lord  John  Eussell,  with  a  view,  on  your  part,  to  remove 
possible  obstructions  against  the  entrance  upon  negotiations,  with  which 
yon  have  so  long  been  charged,  for  an  accession  on  our  part  to  the  decla- 
ration of  the  congress  of  Pans  on  the  subject  of  the  rights  of  neutrals 
in  maritime  war.  It  was  also  understood  by  you  that  a  further  result 
of  the  correspondence  would  be  to  facilitate,  indirectly,  the  opening  of 
similar  negotiations  for  a  like  object,  by  Mr.  Dayton,  with  the  govern- 
ment of  France. 

Your  letter  to  Lord  John  Bussell  is  judicious,  and  is  approved.    Lord 
John  Russell's  answer  is  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  pas- 
iJBage,  upon  which  it  is  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  ask  the  British  secre- 
ary  for  foreign  aflGEurs  for  an  explanation. 
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That  passage  is  as  follows:     . 

^^I  need  scarcely  add  that  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  the  engage- 
ment will  be  prospective,  and  will  not  invalidate  anything  already  done.'' 

A  brief  statement  of  the  objects  of  the  proposed  negotiation  will 
bring  the  necessity  for  an  explanation  of  the  passage  into  a  strong  lights 
We  have  heretofore  proposed  to  other  maritime  stotes  certain  meliora- 
tions bf  the  laws  of  maritime  war  affecting  the  rights  of  neutrals.  These 
meliorations  are:'  Ist.  That  the  neutral  flag  shall  protect  enemy's  goods, 
not  contraband  of  war.  2d.  That  the  goods  of  neutrals,  not  contra- 
band, though  found  under  an  enemy's  flag,  shall  not  be  confiscated.  3d. 
That  blockades,  to  be  respected,  must  be  effective. 

The  congress  at  Paris  adopted  these  three  principles,  adding  a  fourth, 
namely,  that  privateering  shall  be  abolished.  The  powers  which  consti- 
tuted that  congress  invited  the  adhesion  of  the  United  States  to  that 
declaration.  The  United  States  answered  that  they  would  accede  on 
condition  that  the  other  powers  would  accept  a  fifth  proposition,  namely, 
that  the  goods  of  private  persons,  non-combatant,  should  be  exempt 
from  confiscation  in  maritime  war. 

When  this  answer  was  given  by  the  United  States,  the  British  govern- 
ment declined  to  accept  the  proposed  amendment^  or  fifth  proposition, 
thus  offered  by  the  United  States,  and  the  negotiation  was  then  sus- 
pended. We  have  now  proposed  to  renew  the  negotiation,  offering  our 
adhesion  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  as  before,  with  the  amendment 
which  would  exempt  private  property  from  confiscation  in  maritime  war. 

The  British  government  now,  as  before,  declares  that  amendment  or 
fifth  proposition  inadmissable.  It  results  that,  if  the  United  States  can 
at  all  become  a  party  to  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris  by  the 
necessary  consent  of  the  parties  already  committed  to  it,  it  can  be  done 
only  by  theijc  accepting  that  declaration  without  any  amendment  what- 
ever, in  other  words,  "pure  and  simple."  Under  these  circumstances, 
you  have  proposed  in  your  letter  to  Lord  John  Eussell  to  negotiate  our 
adhesion  to  the  declaration  in  that  form.  It  is  at  this  stage  of  the 
affair  that  Lord  John  Bussell  interposes,  by  way  of  caution,  the  remark 
that,  "on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  the  engagement  will  be  prospective, 
and  will  not  invalidate  anything  already  done." 

I  need  dwell  on  tjhis  remark  only  one  moment  to  show  that,  although 
expressed  in  a  very  simple  form  and  in  a  casual  manner,  it  contams 
what  amounts  to  a  preliminary  condition,  which  must  be  conceded  by 
the  United  States  to  Great  Britain,  and  either  be  inserted  in  the  con- 
vention, and  so  modify  our  adhesion  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  or  else 
must  be  in  some  confidential  manner  implied  and  reserved,  with  tne  same 
effect. 

Upon  principle,  this  government  could  not  consent  to  enter  into  formal 
negotiations,  tiie  result  of  which,  as  expressed  in  a  convention,  should 
be  modified  or  restricted  by  a  tacit  or  implied  reservation.  Even  if  such 
a  proceeding  was  compatible  with  our  convictions  of  propriety,  or  of 
expediency,  there  would  yet  remain  an  insuperable  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  such  a  measure. 

The  President  can  only  initiate  a  treaty.  The  treaty  negotiated  can 
come  into  lite  only  through  an  express  and  deliberate  act  of  ratification 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  which  ratification  sanctions,  in  any 
case,  only  what  is  set  down  in  the  treaty  itself.  I  am  not,  by  any  means, 
to  be  understood  in  these  remarks  as  implying  a  belief  that  Lord  John 
Bussell  desires,  expects,  or  contemplates  the  practice  of  any  reserva- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  United  States  or  of  Great  Britain.  The  fact  of 
his  having  given  you  the  caution  upon  which  I  am  remarking,  would  be 
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safficient,  if  evidence  were  necessary,  to  exclude  any  apprehension  of 
that  sort.  It  results  from  these  remarks  that  the  convention  into  which 
we  are  to  enter  must  contain  a  provision  to  the  effeetthat  "the  engage- 
ments'' to  be  made  therein  are  "on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  prospec- 
tive, and  will  not  invalidate  anything  already  done." 

I  must,  therefore,  now  discuss  the  propriety  of  inserting  such  a  stip- 
ulation in  the  convention  which  you  have  been  authorized  to  consum- 
mate. The  proposed  stipulation  is  divisible  into  two  parts,  namely: 
First.  That  the  engagements  of  Great  Britain  are  "prospective''  [only.] 
I  do  not  see  any  great  objection  to  such  an  amendment.  But  why 
should  it  be  important  t  A  contract  is  always  prospective,  and  prospec- 
tive only,  if  it  contains  no  express  stipulation  that  it  shall  be  retrospec- 
tive in  its  operation.  So  much,  therefore,  of  the  stipulation  asked  is 
unnecessary,  while,  if  conceded,  it  might  possibly  give  occasion  to  mis- 
apprehension as  to  its  eflTect.  You  will,  therefore,  decline  to  make  such 
a  condition  without  firsj;  recei\'ing  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  its  mean- 
ing and  its  importance. 

The  second  part  of  the  proposed  condition  is,  that  the  "engagement 
will  not  invalidate  anything  already  done."    I  am  not  sure  that  I  should 
think  this  proposed  condition  exceptionable  if  its  effect  were  clearly 
understood.    It  is  necessary,  however,  to  go  outside  of  his  lordship's 
letter  to  find  out  what  is  meant  by  the  words  "anything  already  done." 
If  "anything"  i)ertinent  to  the  subject  "has  been  already  done"  which 
ought  not  to  be  invalidated,  it  is  clear  that  it  must  have  been  done  either 
by  the  joint  action  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  or  by  the 
United  States  only,  or  by  Great  Britain  acting  alone.    There  has  been 
no  joint  action  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  upon  the  subject. 
The  United  States  have  done  nothing  affecting  it  5  certainly,  nothing 
which  they  apprehend  would  be  invalidated  by  the  simple  form  of  con- 
vention which  they  propose.    I  am  left  tp  conclude,  therefore,  that  the 
"thmg"  which  "has  been  done  already,"  and  which  Great  Britain  desires 
shall  not  be  invalidated  by  the  convention,  must  be  something  which 
she  herself  has  done.    At  the  same  time  we  are  left  to  conjecture  what 
that  thing  is  which  is  thus  to  be  carefully  saved.    It  would  be  hazardous 
on  our  own  part  to  assume  to  know,  while  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Brit- 
ish government,  with  its  accustomed  frankness,  and  in  \iew  of  the 
desirableness  of  a  perfect  understanding  of  the  matter,  will  at  once 
specify  what  the  thing  which  has  been  done  by  her,  and  which  is  not  to 
be  invalidated,  really  is.    You  will,  therefore,  respectftiUy  ask  the  right 
honorable  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  for  an  explanation  of  the  part  of 
his  letter  which  I  have  thus  drawn  under  review,  as  a  preliminary  to 
any  further  proceedings  in  the  proposed  negotiation. 

You  will  perform  this  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show  that  the  expla- 
nation is  asked  in  no  querulous  or  hypercritical  spirit.  Secondly,  you  will 
perform  it  with  reasonable  promptness,  so  that  the  attainment  of  the 
important  object  of  the  negotiation  may  not  be  unnecessarily  delayed : 
and,  thirdly,  you  wiU  assure  the  British  government  that  while  the  United 
States,  at  present,  see  no  reason  to  think  that  the  stipulation  proposed  is 
necessary  or  expedient^  yet,  in  view  of  the  great  interests  of  commerce 
and  of  civilization  which  are  involved,  they  will  refuse  nothing  which 
shjJl  be  reaUy  just  or  even  non-essential  and  not  injurious  to  themselves, 
while  of  course  I  suppose  they  are  not  expected  in  any  way  to  compro- 
ouse  their  own  national  integrity,  safety,  or  honor. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <£rc.,  dtc.,  &c. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  17.] 

No.  29. 
JEarl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

Foreign  Office,  August  19, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  transmit  to  your  excellency  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  addressed  to  Mr,  Adams,  the  United  States  minister  at  this 
court,  respecting  the  signature  of  the  proposed  convention  between  her 
Majesty  and  the  United  States,  adopting  the  provisions  of  the  declara- 
tion of  Paris,  respecting  maritime  law,  and  a  copy  of  the  draught  decla- 
ration which  I  state  to  Mr.  Adams  it  is  my  intention  to  make  on  signing 
the  convention.* 

Your  excellency  will  communicate  these  papers  to  M.  Thouvenel. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  18.] 

Ko.  30. 
JEarl  Cowley  to  JEarl  Bu^selL 

[£ixtraot.l 

Paris,  Augmt  20, 1861. 

Knowing  that  M.  Thouvenel  was  to  see  Mr.  Dayton  this  morning,  I 
sent  his  excellency  a  copy  of  your  lordship's  note  and  declaration  to  Mr. 
Adams  with  reference  to  the  convention  respecting  maritime  law,  as 
soon  as  they  reached  my  hands.  I  liave  just  seen  M.  Thouvenel,  who 
informed  me  that  he  had  apprised  Mr.  Daj-ton  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  imperial  government  to  make  a  similar  declai^ation  to  him.  Mr. 
Dayton  had  thereupon  said  that  he  did  not  think  that  either  he  or  Mr. 
Adams  could  receive  such  a  declaration,  without  reference  to  their  gov- 
ernment. Mr.  Dayton  hardly  concealed  from  M.  Thouvenel  that  the 
object  of  his  government  in  agreeing  to  sign  the  convention  was  to  force 
the  western  powers  to  treat  the  southern  privateers  as  pirates,  arguingthat 
as  the  government  of  Washington  was  the  only  government  recognized 
by  foreign  powers,  the  southern  States  must,  as  far  as  foreign  powers 
were  concerned;  be  subject  to  the  consequences  of  the  acts  of  that  gov- 
ernment. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  35.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Pa^-is^  August  22, 1861. 

Sir:  My  anticipations,  expressed  in  dispatch  No.  10,  are  fully  realized. 
Both  Lord  John  Russell  and  Mr.  Thouvenel  refuse  to  negotiate  for  an 
accession  by  the  United  States  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1856,  except  on 
the  distinct  understanding  that  it  is  to  have  no  bearing,  directly  or  indi- 

*Note  of  Earl  RusseU  to  Mr.  Adams  of  Angost  19, 1861,  printed  with  dispatch  of 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward  of  August  23, 1861,^«& 
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rectly,  on  the  question  of  our  southern  or  domestic  difficulty,  and  to 
render  the  matter  certain  they  eaeh  propose  to  make  a  written  declara- 
tion simultaneous  with  the  execution  of  the  convention,  of  which  I  here- 
with send  you  a  copy  and  a  translation..  I  likewise  send  you  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Thouvenel's  note  to  me  with  its  translation. 

I  had  an  interview  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  instant,  with  Mr.  Thouvend, 
by  appointment,  in  reference  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  convention,  and 
then  he  gave  me  the  first  notice  of  the  purpose  of  the  French  govern- 
ment to  execute  this  outside  declaration,  predicated  as  it  was,  beyond 
all  doubt,  upon  a  note  he  had  just  received  from  Lord  John  Bussell, 
dated  only  the  day  preceding.  He  said  that  both  France  and  Gteat 
Britain  had  already  announced  that  they  would  take  no  part  in  our 
domestic  controversy,  and  they  thought  that  a  frank  and  open  declara- 
tion in  advance  of  the  execution  of  this  convention  might  save  difficulty 
and  misconception  hereafter.  He  farther  said,  in  the  way  of  specifica- 
tion, that  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  standing  a^pne,  might  bind  Eng- 
land and  France  to  pursue  and  punish  the  privateers  of  the  south  as 
pirates;  that  they  were  unwilling  to  do  this,  and  had  already  so 
declared.  He  said  that  we  could  deal  with  these  people  as  we  chose, 
and  they  could  only  express  their  regrets  on  the  score  of  humanity  if  we 
should  deal  with  them  as  pirates,  but  they  could  not  participate  in  such 
a  course.  He  said,  further,  that  although  both  England  and  France 
were  anxious  to  have  the  adhesion  of  the  United  States  to  the  declara- 
tion of  Paris,  they  would  rather  dispense  with  it  altogether  than  be 
drawn  into  our  domestic  controversy.  He  insisted  somewhat  pointedly 
that  I  could  take  no  just  exception  to  this  outside  declaration,  simulta- 
neous with  the  execution  of  the  convention,  unless  we  intended  they 
should  be  made  parties  to  our  controversy ;  and  that  the  very  fact  of 
my  hesitation  was  an  additional  reason  why  they  should  insist  upon 
making  such  contemporaneous  declaration.  These  are  the  general  views 
expre^ed  by  him. 

In  answer,  I  assented  at  once  to  the  propriety  of  such  declaration 
being  made  in  advance,  if  France  and  England  did  not  mean  to  abide  by 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.  I  stated  that  I  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
United  States  desired  to  embroil  these  countries  in  our  domestic  difficul- 
ties; that,  in  point  of  fact,  our  great  desire  had  been  that  they  should 
keep  out  of  them ;  but  they  proposed  now  to  make  a  declaration  to 
accompany  the  execution  of  the  convention  which  they  admitted  would 
vary  its  obligations.  That  my  instructions  were  to  negotiate  that  con- 
vention, and  that  I  had  no  authority  to  do  anything  or  listen  to  any- 
thing which  would  waive  any  right  or  relieve  from  any  obligation 
which  might  fairly  arise  from  a  just  construction  of  its  terms.  He  said 
they  did  not  mean  to  alter  its  terms;  that  it  was  not  like  an  addition  of 
other  provisions  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  itself.  To  this  I  replied,  that 
for  the  purpose  intended,  it  was  precisely  thiQ  sime  as  if  this  declaration 
they  proposed  to  make  were  to  be  incorporated  into  the  treaty  itself; 
that  its  effect  was  to  relieve  them  (without  complaint  on  our  part)  from 
compliance  with  one  of  the  admitted  obhgatious  of  the  treaty.  I  then 
told  him  I  would  consult  with  Mr.  Adams,  and  it  was  not  improbable  that 
we  might  feel  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  referring  again  to  our 
government,  to  which  he  answered  that  that  must  be  a  question  for  us 
to  determine.  In  the  course  of  our  conversation  I  told  him  that  any 
declaration  or  action  which  looked  to  or  recognized  a  difference  or  dis- 
tinction between  the  Korth  and  South  was  a  matter  upon  which  our  gov- 
ernment was,  under  the  circumstances,  peculiarly  sensitive;  that  we 
treated  with  foreign  governments  for  our  whole  country,  North  and 
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South,  and  for  all  its  citizens,  whether  true  men  or  rebels,  and  when  we 
could  not  so  treat,  we  woula  cease  to  treat  at  all.  He  answered  that 
they  did  not  mean  to  contest  our  right  to  treat  for  the  whole  country, 
and  that  was  not  the  purpose  of  the  outside  declaration  they  proposea 
to  make ;  but  having  heretofore  adopted  a  course  of  strict  neutrality,  the 
declaration  in  question  was  right  and  proper  to  prevent  misconception 
and  controversy  in  the  future. 

After  my  conference  with  Mr.  Thonvenel  closed,  I  immediately  wrote 
to  Mr.  Adams,  and  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  either  referring 
again  to  our  government  for  instructions,  or,  if  he'  thought  that  such 
reference  would  involve  an  unnecessary  delay,  then,  at  least,  that  at 
the  time  of  executing  the  convention  (if  it  were  executed)  we  should  in 
like  manner  make  a  counter  declaration  in  writing,  stating,  in  substance, 
that  "we  have  no  power  to  admit,  and  do  not  mean  to  admit,  that  this 
outside  declaration  by  Great  Britain  and  France  is  to  relieve  them, 
directly  or  indirectly^  from  any  obligation  or  duty  which  would  other- 
wise devolve  upon  them  in  virtue  of  said  convention.'' 

I  have  felt  constrained  to  make  these  suggestions  to  Mr.  Adams,  for  I 
am  unwilling  to  act  affirmatively  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
without  being  clearly  within  my  instructions.    I  shall  await  his  answer 
before  I  communicate  further  with  the  French  government. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Thouvenel  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Tranalatioii.  ] 

Paris,  August  20,  ld6L 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  text  of  the  written 
declaration  that  I  propose  to  myself  to  make,  and  of  which  I  wiU  take 
care  to  remit  to  you  a  copy,  at  the  moment  of  the  signing  of  the  conven- 
tion designed  to  render  obligatory  between  France  and  the  United  States 
the  principles  upon  maritime  rights  proclaimed  by  the  congress  of  Paris. 
This  declaration  has  for  its  object,  as  you  will  see,  to  prevent  all  misun- 
derstanding upon  the  nature  of  the  engagements  which  the  government 
of  the  Emperor  is  disposed  to  contract. 

If  you  were  ready  to  sign  the  convention  contemplated,  we  might  be 
able  to  agree  to  make  it  the  same  day  when  Lord  Russell  should  proceed 
from  his  side  to  the  signing  of  a  similar  act  with  Mr.  Adams. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  v^y  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

THODYEiraJL. 

Mr.  Dayton, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris., 


[Translation.] 

Draft  of  declaration. 

In  af^ng  his  signature  to  the  convention  concluded  in  date  of  this 
day  between  France  and  the  United  States,  the  undersigned  declares,  in 
execution  ot  the  orders  of  the  Emperor,  that  the  government  of  his 
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Majesty  does  not  intend  to  undertake,  by  the  said  convention,  any 
engagement  of  a  nature  to  implicate  it,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the 
internal  conflict  now  existing  in  the  United  States. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  32.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  23, 1861. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me 
by  Lord  Bussell,  transmitting  to  me  a  copy  of  a  declaration  which  he 
proposes  to  make  upon  signing  the  convention,  embodying  the  articles 
of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  in  conjunction  with  myself. 

I  have  waited  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Dayton  until  I  now  learn  from 
him  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  proposes  to  him  a  similar  movement  on  the  part 
of  France. 

This  proceeding  is  of  so  grave  and  novel  a  character  as,  in  my  opin- 
ion, to  render  further  action  unadvisable  until  I  obtain  further  instruc- 
tions,- and  I  find  Mr.  Dayton  is  of  the  same  opinion  on  his  side.  I  pro- 
pose to  address  a  letter  to  his  lordship  stating  my  reasons  for  declining 
to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible,  but  I  fear  I  shall  not  have  time  to  get  it 
leady  and  a  copy  made  in  season  for  the  present  mail.  I  shall  therefore 
postpone  any  further  elucidation  of  my  views  until  the  next  opportunity. 
I  do  so  the  more  readily  that  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Dayton  that  you 
have  ceased  to  consider  the  matter  as  one  of  any  urgent  importance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAliTCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Lord  Bu8sell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  August  19, 1861. 

Bm :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  declaration  which  I  pro- 
pose to  make  upon  signing  the  convention  of  which  you  gave  me  a  draft 
embodying  the  articles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris. 

I  propose  to  make  Uie  declaration  in  question  in  a  written  form,  and 
to  famish  you  with  a  copy  of  it. 

Yoii  will  observe  that  it  is  intended  to  prevent  any  misconception  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  engagement  to  be  taken  by  her  Majesty. 

If  you  have  no  objection  to  name  a  day,  in  the  course  of  this  week,  for 
tiie  signature  of  the  convention,  Mr.  Dayton  can  on  that  day,  and  at  the 
same  time,  sign  with  M.  Thouvenel  a  convention  identical  with  that  which 
you  propose  to  sign  with  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  <&c,j  dkc. 


[luclosure.] 

Draft  of  declaration* 


In  affixing  his  signature  to  the  convention  of  this  day,  between  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  United  States 
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of  America,  the  Earl  Eussell  declares,  by  order  of  her  Majesty,  that  her 
Majesty  does  not  intend  thereby  to  undertake  any  engagement  which 
shall  have  any  bearing,  direct  or  indirect,  on  the  internal  differences 
now  prevailing  in  the  United  States. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  22.] 

No.  33. 
Uarl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 

Paris,  August  21  ^  1861. 

My  Lord:  I  have  informed  M.  Thouvenel  that  Mr.  Adams  declines  to 
sign  the  convention  respecting  maritime  law  without  further  orders. 
His  excellency  has  heard  nothing  more  from  Mr.  Dayton. 
I  have,  &c. 

COWLEY. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  37.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris^  August  29, 1861. 

Sm :  Herewith  I  beg  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  made  by 
me  to  Mr.  Thouvenel,  in  answer  to  his  formal  notice  of  a  purpose  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government  to  make  an  outside  declaration  of  its 
intentions  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  copies  of  which 
were  inclosed  in  dispatch  No.  35. 

It  is  in  part  the  same  matter  suggested  to  him  by  me  in  the  confer- 
ence in  which  he  first  notified  me  of  his  purpose.  His  written  communi- 
cation subsequent  to  that  conference  required  a  like  formal  reply.  I  am 
happy  to  learn  from  a  communication  received  from  Mr.  Adams  that  he 
concurs  with  me  in  the  propriety  of  stopping  the  negotiation  where  it  is, 
and  referring  the  matter  to  the  government  at  home.  I  should  have 
been  most  reluctant,  under  the  circumstances,  to  execute  this  convention, 
had  Mr.  Adams  insisted  upon  it,  making  only  a  counter  declaration,  such 
as  was  referred  to  in  dispatch  No.  35;  but  I  was  very  desirous,  after  what 
had  passed,  not  to  be  considered  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  carrying  out 
the  wishes  of  the-  administration.  I  doubt  now,  however,  if  England 
and  France  would  themselves  have  assented  to  proceed  with  the  execu- 
tion of  the  convention  in  the  face  of  such  declaration.. 

With  much  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris^  August  26, 1861. 

MoNSiEUB  LE  MiNiSTBE :  I  liavc  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  the  20th  instant,  in  which  (carrying  out  the 
purpose  expressed  by  you  in  our  prior  conversation  of  that  day)  you 


CLAIMS   AGAINST   QBEAT   BRITAIN.  93 

communicate  to  me  the  text  of  a  written  declaration  which  yon  prox>ose 
to  make  simultaneons  with  the  execation  of  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  in  reference  to  the  principles  upon  maritime 
righta  proclaimed  by  the  congress  of  Paris  in  1856.  You  further  sug- 
gest, in  your  note,  l^at  if  I  were  ready  to  sign  the  convention  contem- 
plated, we  might  be  able  to  agree  to  do  so  the  same  day  when  Lord 
Enssell  should  proceed,  on  his  side,  to  the  signing  of  a  like  convention 
with  Mr.  Adams. 

The  declaration  which  you  propose  to  make  in  writing,  simultaneous 
with  the  execution  of  the  convention,  has  for  its  object,  you  say,  "to 
prevent  all  misunderstanding  as  to  the  nature  of  the  engagements  which 
the  government  of  the  Emperor  is  disposed  to  contract,"  and  this  declara- 
tion is,  that  "  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  Emperor  the  govern- 
ment of  his  Majesty  does  not  intend  to  undertake,  by  said  convention, 
any  engagements  of  a  nature  to  implicate  it,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the 
internal  C4>nflict  now  existing  in  the  United  States." 

My  impressions,  hastily  thrown  out  when  this  proposition  was  verbally 
suggested,  have  been  strengthened  by  subsequent  reflection.  I  do  not 
stop  to  inquire  how  such  outside  declaration  as  you  propose  may  affect 
the  rights  or  obligations  of  parties  under  the  treaty.  Indeed,  it  is  so 
general  that  it  may  not  be  possible  to  anticipate  its  entire  scoi)e  or 
operation.  It  gives  us  notice  that  the  engagements  of  your  government 
are  not  to  be  "  o/*  a  nature  to  implicate  it  directly  or  indirectly  in  the 
intenial  conflict,"  &c.  It  may  be  that  the  conduct  of  the  government 
of  France,  under  this  declaration,  would  practically  extend  no  further 
than  would  be  agreeable  to  the  United  States;  yet,  I  cannot  act  upon 
such  assumption.  My  instructions  are  to  negotiate  a  particular  conven- 
tion, the  text  of  which  has  been  examined  and  approved,  as  I  under- 
stand, by  your  excellency.  If  the  declaration  which  you  propose  to  make 
does  not  alter  the  obligations  or  duties  which  would  otherwise  devolve 
ujwi  France,  in  virtue  of  that  convention,  it  is  useless  to  make  it.  If  it 
does  alter  such  obligations  or  duties,  then  I  am  not  authorized  to  execute 
the  convention  subject  to  such  declaration.  This,  indeed,  so  far  as  my 
action  at  present  is  concerned,  is  the  whole  case.  But  the  subject  justi- 
fies, and  perhaps  requires  some  other  remarks.  You  stated  that  you 
thought  it  more  frank  and  loyal  to  make  your  declaration  in  advance, 
and  in  this  I  entirely  concurred.  If  the  treaty  without  such  declaration 
would  impose  any  duty  upon  France  which  she  would  be  unwilling  to 
perform,  it  was  manifestly  proper  that  she  should  declare  her  purpose  in 
advance.  It  was  proper,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  misun- 
derstanding as  to  the  nature  of  her  intended  engagements,  but  for  the 
other  purposes  of  leaving  to  the  United  States  the  option  of  determin- 
ing, with  full  knowledge,  whether  she  would  or  would  not  enter  into  the 
treaty  subject  to  such  declaration.  The  declaration,  it  is  true,  is  not 
strictly  a  part  of  the  treaty;  yet,  for  the  purpose  intended,  its  effect  and 
operation  would  be  the  same  as  if  it  were  incori)orated  into  the  treaty 
itiielf.  It  will  prevent  misunderstanding  as  to  the  nature  of  the  engage- 
ments, or,  in  other  words,  it  will  prevent  one  party  complaining  of  a 
nonperformance  of  supposed  engagements  by  the  other  under  the 
f'**^'?  jiist  as  effectually  as  if  it  were  a  condition  added  to  the  treaty 
ituelf.  But  for  the  interposition  of  this  declaration,  I  should  ha  re 
absented  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  att  once;  as  it  is,  I  have  no  power 
to  do  80. 

From  this  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  there  is  now,  or  at  any  time  has 
^n,  the  slightest  wish  upon  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  involve 
France,  or  any  ot^er  foreign  government,  in  its  domestic  controversy. 
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The  wish,  nay,  stronger  than  this,  the  right  to  be  let  alone  by  other 
nations,  has  been  claimed  at  all  times,  so  far  as  I  know,  by  onr  govern- 
ment and  its  representative  abroad.  They  have  never  failed  to  depre- 
cate, in  the  most  earnest  manner,  all  interference  in  this  question  upon 
the  part  of  foreign  powers.  Yet  the  declaration,  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  make,  would  seem  to  imply  that  such  interference  might  be  claimed  by 
us  at  the  hands  of  those  powers  with  whom  such  treaty  might  be  made. 
I  submit,  with  great  respect,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  present  position 
of  the  United  Btates,  or  in  the  past  history  of  this  negotiation,  which 
would  justify  such  an  inference.  When  the  present  administration  at 
Washington  came  into  power  it  almost  immediately  gave  orders  to  its 
representatives  abroad  to  open  negotiations  upon  this  general  subject ; 
not,  it  is  to  be  assumed,  for  any  small  purpose  or  object  growing  out  of 
what  they  then  belived  to  be  a  mere  temporary  insurrection,  but  with 
the  view  to  the  settlement,  so  far  as  their  assent  could  settle  the  same, 
of  certain  great  principles  of  maritime  law. 

The  second  and  third  of  those  principles,  enun<uated  in  the  declaration 
of  Paris,  haa  beeu  already  proposed  and  urged  upon  the  attention  of  other 
nations  by  the  United  States. 

The  fourth  of  those  principles,  which  requires  that  blockades  to  be 
respected  shall  be  effective,  had  never  been  denied  (at  least  by  the  United 
States)  as  a  principle  of  international  or  maritime  law.  It  was  the  first 
only  of  the  points  enunciated  in  that  celebrated  declaration  about  which 
hesitation  existed. 

The  abandonment  of  the  right,  by  belligerents,  to  issue  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  under  proper  restraints,  was  a  serious  matter  to  a 
country  having  the  extended  commerce  and  limited  navy  of  the  United 
States ;  yet  such  abandonment  by  all  nations  would,  we  well  knew,  tend 
much  to  lessen  the  afflictions  incident  to  war ;  and  so,  too,  the  exemption 
of  property  of  non-combatants  at  sea,  (except  contraband,)  as  it  is  on 
land,  would,  in  a  still  great'Cr  degree,  tend  to  the  same  end. 

Hence  the  disposition  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  on 
every  proper  occasion,  to  connect  in  its  negotiations  the  two ;  to  make 
the  concession  of  the  one  the  equivalent,  if  possible,  of  the  concession  of 
the  other.  This  was  the  condition  of  things  when  the  present  adminis- 
tration at  Washington  came  into  power.  Not  trammeled  by  certain  con- 
siderations which  had  affected  some  of  their  predecessors,  they  immedi- 
ately took  up  the  negotiation  where  it  had  been  left  by  a  prior  adminis- 
tration. Ascertaining  definitely  that  the  exemption  of  private  property 
afloat  (except  contraband)  would  not  be  conceded  by  all  powers,  they 
assented  at  once  to  the  execution  of  a  convention,  adopting  the  four 
principles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  as  they  are,  without  addition  and 
without  limitation. 

Then,  for  the  first  time,  we  were  informed  that  the  government  of  his 
Miyesty  the  Emperor  (in  connection  with  that  of  her  Britannic  Majesty) 
would  only  execute  such  convention  subject  to  a  certain  condition^  which 
it  declares  for  itself,  and  of  the  extent  and  operation  of  which  it  is  itself 
to  judge. 

I  cannot,  of  course,  anticipate  with  certainty  what  view  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  may  take  of  this  question,  but  I  can  scarcely 
suppose  it  will  assent  to  the  execution  of  a  convention  adopting  the 
declaration  of  Paris,  except  upon  terms  of  entire  reciprocity,  and  subject 
to  no  other  condition  than  those  existing  by  and  between  tlie  original 
parties ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  it  will,  in  its  negotiations  with  foreign 
governments,  at  all  assent  to  exceptions  and  reservations,  verbal  or 
written,  pi*edicated  upon  the  existing  state  of  things  in  that  country.  .  It 
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will,  I  apprehend,  exact  no  more  and  be  content  with  no  less,  than  it 
would  have  been  entitled  to  had  the  convention  been  executed  in  advance 
of  its  present  internal  controversy.  If,  therefore,  the  government  of 
France  shall  consider  that  an  unconditional  execution  of  that  convention 
will  demand  of  it  interference  in  our  affairs,  or  will  implicate  it,  in  any 
Bhape,  in  the  civil  war  now  raging  in  our  country,  then  it  is  obvious  this 
is  not  a  proper  time  for  her  or  for  i|s  to  enter  into  such  agreements. 

But  these  suggestions  are  made,  of  course,  subject  to  correction  from 
the  government  at  Washington.  To  it  I  shall  at  once  refer  the  commu- 
nication of  your  excellency,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  declaiation 
which  yon  have  done  me  the  honor  to  submit  upon  the  part  of  the 
French  government. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  assur- 
ances of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Monsieur  Thouvenel, 

Ministre  des  Affaires  ^trangires. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract] 

No.  34.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landon^  August  30, 1861. 

Sib  :  It  is  not  without  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  announce  the 
failure  of  the  negotiation  which  I  am  led,  by  the  tenor  of  your  dis- 
patches Nos.  55  and  58,  to  infer  you  considered  almost  sure  to  succeed. 
•I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note*  addressed  by  me  to 
Lord  BuBsell  on  the  23d  instant,  assigning  the  reasons  why  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  take  the  res^ionsibility  of  declining  to  fix  a  day  for  signing  the 
convention  agreed  upon  between  us,  burdened,  as  it  was  to  be,  with  a 
contemporaneous  exposition  of  one  of  its  provisions  in  the  form  of  an 
outside  declaration,  made  by  his  lordship  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty  the 
Queen.  I  have  gone  so  fully  into  the  matter  in  that  note,  as  to  render 
f^her  explanation  unnecessary.  At  the  same  time,  I  take  the  liberty 
to  observe  that,  in  case  the  President  should  be  of  opinion  that  too 
much  stress  has  been  laid  by  me  upon  the  objectionable  character  of 
that  paper,  an  opening  has  been  left  by  me  for  the  resumption  of  the 
negotiation  at  any  moment  under  new  instructions  modifying  my  views. 
I  transmitted  to  Mr.  Dayton  a  copy  for  his  information  immediately 
after  the  original  was  sent.  I  have  not  received  any  later  intelligence 
firom  liim ;  but  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  will  forward  to  the  department, 
by  this  mail,  his  representation  of  the  state  of  the  corresponding  nego- 
tiation at  Paris,  so  tBat  the  whole  subject  will  be  under  your  eye  at  the 
same  moment.  From  the  tenor  of  his  la«t  note  to  me,  I  was  led  to  infer 
that  M.  Thouvenel  contemplated  a  parallel  proceeding  in  the  conclusion 
of  his  negotiation,  and  that  he  regarded  it  there  very  much  in  the  same 
light  that  I  did  here. 

From  a  review  of  the  whole  course  of  these  proceedings,  I  am  led  to 
infer  the  existence  of  some  influence  in  the  cabinet  here  adverse  to  the 
success  of  this  negotiation.    At  the  time  of  my  last  conference  with 

*  For  reply  of  Lord  Russell  to  this  note  see  iBclosure  to  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  No.  39, 
•  September  7,  It^l,  po$t. 
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Ix>rd  Bu88ell  I  had  every  reason,  from  his  manner,  to  believe  that  he 
considered  the  offer  of  the  project  as  perfectly  satisfactory.  The  sug- 
gestion of  a  qnalification  did  not  make  its  appearance  until  after  the 
consultation  with  his  colleagues,  when  it  showed  itself,  first  in  the  enig- 
matical sentence  of  his  note  to  me  of  the  31st  of  July,  of  which,  in  my 
disimt(5h  No.  22  to  the  department,  I  confessed  my  inability  to  compre- 
hend the  meaning,  and  afterwards  in  the  formal  announcement  contained 
in  his  note  of  the  19th  of  August.  That  the  failure  of  the  measure,  by 
reason  of  it,  could  not  have  been  altogether  unexpected,  I  infer  from  Mr. 
Dayton's  report  to  me  of  M.  ThouvenePs  language  to  him,  to  the  effect 
that  his  government  would  prefer  to  lose  the  negotiation  rather  than  to 
omit  making  the  exception.  #••••♦ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAXCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LoTidon^  August  23, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the 
note  of  the  19th  instant,  of  Lord  Kussell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secre- 
tary of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  covering  the  copy  of  a  declaration  which 
his  lordship  proposes  to  make  upon  signing  the  convention  which  has 
been  agit»od  upon  between  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  the  United  States  of  America,  embodying  the  articles  of  * 
tlie  declaration  of  Paris,  and  at  the  same  time  requesting  him  to  name 
a  day  in  the  course  of  this  week  for  the  signature  of  the  convention,  in 
conjunction  with  a  similar  proceeding,  to  be  arranged  to  take  place  at 
l*aris,  between  Mr.  Dayton  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government. 

The  first  step  rendered  necessary  by  this  proposal  was  that  the  under- 
signed should  comniuni(^ate  with  Mr.  Daj-ton,  in  order  to  know  whether 
a  similar  declaration  was  contemplated  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  of 
the  Fnnich,  and,  in  case  it  was,  whether  Mr.  Dayton  was  still  prepared 
to  proceed.  ]Mr.  Dayton's  letter  containing  that  uiformation  was  received 
only  yesterday,  which  fact,  in  conjunction  with  a  brief  absence  of  the 
undersigned,  will  account  for  the  apparent  delay  in  answering  his  lord- 
ship's note. 

In  onler  i>erfectly  to  understand  the  position  of  the  undersigned,  it 
will  be  necessjiry  briefly  to  recapitulate  the  particidars  of  this  negotia- 
tion. But  a  few  weeks  after  the  accession  of  tlTe  President  of  the 
Ignited  States  to  office,  his  attention  was  turned  to  the  state  in  which 
the  negotiation  on  the  subject  of  the  four  articles  of  the  declaration  of 
l^aris  had  been  left  by  his  predecessor ;  and  his  disposition  manifested 
itself  to  remove,  so  far  as  he  could,  the  obstacles  which  had  been  inter- 
pixsed  in  the  way  of  completing  it-  To  that  end,  among  the  duties  with 
which  the  undei*sigiuHl  was  chargod  immediately  uiK)n  his  anival  at  his 
lK>st,  was  an  instniction  at  once  U)  make  overtures  to  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment for  a  nnival  of  the  negotiation  here.  And,  in  case  of  the  mani- 
festation of  a  favorable  disposition,  he  was  ftirther  directed  to  offer  a 
pixyeet  of  a  convention,  which  he  was  properly  empowered  to  sign,  after 
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satisfying  himself  that  the  incorporation  of  the  amendment  which  had 
been  proposed  by  Mr.  Marcy,  for  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
at  a  former  stage  of  the  proceedings,  was  not  attainable. 

On  the  18th  of  May  last,  being  the  day  of  the  first  interview  had  with 
his  lordship,  the  subject  was  only  opened  by  the  undersigned  as  one  on 
which  he  had  power  to  negotiate,  and  the  disposition  of  her  Majesty's 
government  to  proceed  here  was  tested.  It  was  then  that  he  received  a 
distinct  impression  from  his  lordship  that  the  matter  had  been  already 
committed  to  the  care  of  Lord  Lyons  at  Washington,  with  authority  to 
agree  with  the  government  of  the.  United  States  on  the  basis  of  the 
adoption  of  three  of  the  articles,  and  the  omission  of  the  fourth  alto- 
gether. Considering  this  to  be  equivalent  to  declining  a  negotiation 
here,  and  at  the  same  time  relieving  him  from  a  duty  which  would  be 
better  performed  by  his  own  government,  the  undersigned  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in  this  suggestion,  and  accordingly  wrote  home  signifying 
his  intention  not  to  renew  the  subject,  unless  again  specifically  iostructed 
fiotodo. 

One  month  passed  away,  when  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  after  a  conference  with  Lord  Lyons,  learning  that  his  lordship 
did  not  confirm  the  representation  of  the  powers  witti  which  the  under- 
signed had  understood  him  to  be  clothed,  and,  so  far  firom  it,  that  he 
did  not  feel  authorized  to  ent^  into  any  convention  at  all  at  Washing- 
ton, directed  the  undersigned  to  inform  the  government  in  London  of 
thisfoct,  and  to  propose  once  more  to  enter  into  convention,  if  agreea- 
ble here. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  these  instructions,  the  undersigned 
wrote  a  letter  on  the  11th  of  July,  as  his  lordship  may  remember,  reciting 
these  facts  and  renewing  the  question  whether  a  proposal  of  negotiation 
at  this  place  would  be  acceptable  to  her  Majesty's  government.  To  this 
letter  a  favorable  reply  was  received  on  the  13th,  and  an  interview  took 
place  the  same  day,  at  which,  after  ascertaining  that  the  amendment 
desired  by  his  government  would  not  be  successML  the  undersigned  had 
the  honor  to  present  to  his  lordship  the  project  in  tne  same  form  in  which 
it  had  been,  nearly  two  months  before,  placed  in  his  hands,  and  in  which 
it  has  been  since  accepted,  and  to  offer  a  copy  of  his  xK)wers  to  negotiate. 
His  lordship,  after  examining  the  former,  remarked  that  he  woidd  take 
it  for  consultation  with  his  colleagues,  and  in  the  mean  time  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  a  copy  of  the  powers. 

The  next  step  in  the  negotiation  was  the  receipt,  by  the  undersigned, 
of  a  letter  Irom  his  lordship,  dated  the  18th  of  July,  calling  his  att^tion 
to  the  fact  that  the  declaration  of  Paris  contemplated  a  concurrence  of 
various  powers,  and  not  an  insulated  engagement  of  two  powers  only, 
and  requiring  an  assurance  that  the  United  States  were  ready  to  enter 
into  a  similar  engagement  with  France  and  with  other  maritime  powers, 
parties  to  the  declaration,  and  not  with  Great  Britain  alone.  But,  inas- 
much as  this  process  itself  might  involve  the  loss  of  much  time,  that 
her  Majesty's  government  would  deem  themselves  authorized  to  advise 
the  Queen  to  conclude  a  convention  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States  so  soon  as  they  should  have  been  informed  that  a  similar  conven- 
tion has  been  agreed  upon  between  the  President  and  the  Emperor  of 
tiie  French. 

Upon  receiving  this  reply  the  undersigned,  not  unwilling  to  do  every- 
thing within  his  power  to  forward  an  object  considered  by  him  of  the 
greatest  value,  immediately  opened  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Dayton, 
the  representative  of  the  United  States  at  Paris^  to  learn  from  him 

whether  such  an  arrangement  as  that  contemplated  m  his  lordship's  note 
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oonld  not  be  at  once  carried  out  by  him.  With  some  relactanoe,  Mr. 
Dayton  consented  to  promote  it,  but  only  upon  the  production  of  evidence 
satisfactory  to  his  own  mind  that  the  amendment  originally  prox)Osed  by 
Mr.  Marey  was  not  attainable.  The  undemgned  then  addressed  himself 
to  his  lordship,  and  with  entire  success.  The  evidence  was  obtained,  Mr. 
Dayton  acted  with  success,  and  no  further  difficulties  then  seemed  to  be 
in  the  way  of  a  8i)eedy  and  simultaneous  affirmation  of  concurrence  in 
the  principles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  by  the  United  States,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  jK)wer8. 

The  public  law  thus  declared  to  be  established  embraced  four  general 
propositions,  to  wit : 

1.  Privateering  is  abolished. 

2.  The  neutral  flag  covers  enemy's  goods,  except  contraband  of  war. 

3.  Neutral  goods  safe  under  an  enemy's  flag,  with  the  same  exception. 

4.  Blockades,  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  in  proposing  to  join  in  tlie 
establishment  of  these  principles,  are  believ^  by  the  undersigned  to 
be  acting  with  the  single  purpose  of  aiding  to  establish  a  permanent 
doctrine  for  all  time.  Oonvinced  of  the  value  of  it  in  ameliorating  the 
horrors  of  wariare  all  over  the  globe,  they  have,  x)erhaps  against  their 
notions  of  their  immediate  interest,  consented  to  waive  temporary  eon* 
siderations  of  expediency  for  the  attainment  of  a  great  ultimate  good. 
They  are  at  last  prepared  to  sign  and  seal  an  engagement  pure  and 
simple,  and  by  so  doing  to  sacrifice  the  hope  of  attaining,  at  least  for 
the  present,  an  improvement  of  it  to  which  they  have  always  attached 
gi^at  value.  But  just  at  the  moment  when  their  concurrence  with  the 
views  of  the  other  maritime  x>owers  of  the  world  would  seem  to  be  cer- 
tain, they  are  met  with  a  proposition  ^m  one,  if  not  more,  of  the  parties, 
to  accompany  the  act  with  a  proceeding  somewhat  novel  and  anomalous 
in  this  case,  being  the  presentation  of  a  written  declaration,  not  making 
a  part  of  the  convention  itself,  but  intended  to  follow  the  signature,  to 
the  eflect  that  "  her  Majesty  does  not  intend  thereby  to  undertake  any 
engagement  which  shall  have  any  bearing,  direct  or  indirect^  on  the 
internal  ditterences  now  prevailing  in  the  United  States." 

Obviously,  a  consent  to  accept  a  particular  exception,  susceptible  of  so 
wide  a  construction  of  a  joint  instrument,  made  by  one  of  the  parties  to 
it  in  its  own  favor  at  the  time  of  signing,  would  justify  the  idea  that  some 
advantage  is,*  or  may  be  suspected  to  be,  intended  to  be  taken  by  the 
other.  The  natural  effect  of  such  an  accompaniment  would  seem  to  be 
to  imply  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  might  be  desirous, 
at  this  time,  to  take  a  part  in  the  declaration,  not  from  any  high  purpose 
or  durable  policy,  but  with  the  view  of  securing  some  small  temporary 
object  in  the  unhappy  struggle  which  is  going  on  at  home.  Such  an 
inference  would  spoil  all  the  value  that  might  be  attached  to  the  act 
itself.  The  mere  toleration  of  it  would  seem  to  be  equivalent  to  a  con- 
fession  of  their  own  weakness.  Bather  than  that  such  a  record  should 
be  made,  it  were  a  thousand  times  better  that  the  declaration  remain 
unsigned  forever.  If  the  parties  to  the  instrument  are  not  to  sign  it 
upon  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity,  with  all  their  duties  and  obligations 
under  it  perfectly  equal,  and  without  equivocation  or  reservation  of  any 
kind,  on  any  side,  then  it  is  plain  that  the  proper  season  for-  such  an 
engagement  has  not  yet  arrived.  It  were  much  wiser  to  put  it  off  until 
nations  can  understand  each  other  better. 

There  is  another  reason  why  the  undersigned  cannot,  at  this  moment^ 
consent  to  proceed  under  the  powers  conferred  on  him  to  complete  this 
negotiation  when  clogged  with  such  a  declaration,  which  is  dra¥m  from 
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the  peculiar  conBtruction  of  the  government  of  his  own  country.  By 
the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  every  treaty  negotiated  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  must,  before  it  is  ratified,  be  submitted  to  the  con 
sideration  of  the  Senate  of  the  CJniteii  States.  The  question  immediately 
arises  in  this  ca^e,  what  is  to  be  done  with  a  declaration  like  that  which 
hLs  lordship  proposes  to  make.  Is  it  a  part  of  the  treaty,  or  is  it  not  f 
If  it  be,  then  is  the  undersigned  exceeding  his  instructions  in  signing 
it,  for  the  paper  made  no  part  of  the  project  which  he  was  directed  to 
propose ;  and  in  case  he  should  sign,  the  addition  must  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  consent,  together  with  the  paper  itself.  If 
it  be  not,  what  advantage  can  the  party  making  the  declaration  expect 
from  it  in  modifying  the  construction  of  the  project,  when,  the  Senate 
have  never  had  it  before  them  for  their  approval  ?  It  either  changes 
the  treaty  or  it  does  not.  If  it  does,  then  the  question  arises,  why  did 
not  the  undersigned  procure  it  to  be  incorporated  into  it?  On  the  other 
hand,  if  it  do  not,  why  did  he  connive  at  the  appearance  of  a  desire  to 
do  it  without  effecting  the  object  f 

The  undersigned  has  ever  been  desirous  of  maintaining  and  perpet- 
natiug  the  most  ft-iendly  relations  between  her  Majesty's  kingdom  and 
the  United  States,  and  he  continues  to  act  in  the  same  spirit  when  he 
deprecates  the  submission  of  any  project  clogged  with  a  similar  excep- 
tion to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  He  has 
reason  to  believe  that  already  a  strong  disinclination  exists  in  that 
body  to  the  acceptance  of  the  first  of  the  four  i)ropositions  embraced  in 
Uie  declaration  itself,  and  that  mainly  because  it  is  esteemed  to  be  too 
much  of  a  concession  to  the  great  maritime  powers.  Were  he  now  to 
consent,  without  further  instructions,  to  accept  a  qualification  which 
would  scarcely  fail  to  be  regarded  by  many  unfavorably  disposed  per- 
sons as  more  or  less  directly  an  insult  to  the  nation  in  its  present  dis- 
tress, he  should  deem  himself  as  incurring  the  hazard  of  bringing  on 
difficulties  which  he  professes  an  earnest  wish  to  avoid. 

For  the  reasons  thus  given  the  undersigned  has  reluctantly  come  to 
the  conclnsion  to  decline  to  fix  a  day  for  proceeding  in  the  negotiation 
under  its  present  aspect,  at  least  until  he  shall  have  been  able  to  submit 
the  whole  question  once  more  to  the  judgment  of  the  authorities  imder 
which  he  has  the  honor  to  act. 

A  copy  of  this  letter  wiU  also  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Dayton  for  his 
infonuation. 

The  undersigned  prays  Lord  Eussell  to  receive  the  assurances  of  the 
most  distinguished  consideration  with  which  he  is  his  obedient  servant. 

CHAKLES  FKAJi^ClS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  c^c,  c£?e.,  c£?c. 


[From  Britiali  Blue  Book,  "North  America,''  No.  3, 1862,  p.  22.] 

Ko.  35. 

Earl  Bussell  to  Uarl  Cowley. 

FoREiaN  Office,  August  31, 1301. 

My  Lobd  :  With  reference  to  my  dispatch  of  the  19th  instant,  I  trans- 
mit to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  from  the  United  States  minister  at 
this  court,*  npon  the  subject  of  the  declaration  which  I  proposed  to  make 

*Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Rnssell  of  August  23, 1861,  printed  witliMr.  Adams's  dispatch  to 
Hr.  Sewaid,  No.  34,  ante. 
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upon  signing  the  convention  which  had  been  agreed  upon  between  her 
Majesty  and  the  United  Stat-es  of  America,  embodying  the  articles  of  the 
declaration  of  Paris  of  1856  relative  to  maritime  rights. 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  I  have  retomed  to  Mr. 
Adams.* 

I  am,  &c., 

EUSSteLL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  83.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtortj  September  7, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  August  23,  No.  32.  It  is 
accompanied  by  a  note  which  was  addressed  to  you  by  Lord  Bussell  on 
the  19th  of  the  same  month,  and  a  paper  containing  the  form  of  an 
official  declaration  which  he  proposes  to  make  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty 
on  the  occasion  of  affixing  his  signature  to  the  projected  convention 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  for  the  accession  of  the 
former  power  to  the  articles  of  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris 
for  the  melioration  of  the  rigor  of  international  law  in  regard  to  neutrals 
in  maritime  war.  The  instrument  thus  submitted  to  us  by  Lord  Eussell 
is  in  the  following  words:  "Draft  of  declaration. — ^In  affixing  his  signa- 
ture to  the  convention  of  this  day,  between  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  United  States  of  America,  the  Earl 
Eussell  declares,  by  order  of  her  Majesty,  that  her  Majesty  does  not 
intend  thereby  to  undertake  any  engagement  which  shall  have  any  bear- 
ing, direct  or  indirect,  on  the  internal  differences  now  prevailing  in  the 
United  States." 

Lord  Eussell,  in  his  note  to  you,  explains  the  object  of  the  instrument 
by  saying  that  it  is  intended  to  prevent  any  misconception  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  engagement  to  be  taken  by  her  Majesty. 

You  have  judged  very  rightly  in  considering  this  proceeding,  on  the 
part  of  the  British  government,  as  one  so  grave  and  so  novel  in  its 
character  as  to  render  further  action  on  your  part  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
jected convention  inadmissible  until  you  shall  have  sx)ecial  instruction 
from  this  department. 

Long  before  the  present  communication  can  reach  you,  my  instruction 
'Of  August  17,  No.  61,  will  have  come  to  your  hands.  That  paper  directed 
you  to  ask  Lord  Bussell  to  explain  a  passage  in  a  note  written  to  you, 
and  then  lying  before  me,  in  which  he  said :  "  I  need  scarcely  add  that 
»on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  the  engagement  (to  be  contained  in  the  pro- 
ject-ed  convention)  wiU  be  prospective,  and  will  not  invalidate  anything 
already  done  f  which  explanation  I  stated  would  be  expected  as  a  pre- 
liminary before  you  could  proceed  further  in  the  transaction. 

You  have  thus  been  already  prepared  for  the  information  that  your 
Tesolution  to  await  special  instructions  in  the  present  emergency  is 
.approved. 

I  feel  myself  at  liberty^  perhaps  bound,  to  assume  that  Lord  BusseD^s 
proposed  declaration,  which  I  have  herein  recited,  will  have  been  already 
regarded,  as  well  by  him  as  by  yourself,  as  sufficiently  answering  the 
jrequest  for  preliminary  explanations  which  you  were  instructed  to  make, 

I  may,  therefore,  assume  that  the  case  is  ftdly  before  me,  and  that  the 

*  Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams  of  August  28, 1861,  printed  with  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch 
to  Mr.*8ewaard  No.  2l9,pMt, 
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qnestion  whether  this  govemment  will  consent  to  ^nter  in£o  ti\j^  p^jected 
tieaty  with  Great  Britain,  subject  to  the  condition  of  *adidin;te|^  .^ec* 
simultaneous  declaration  on  her  M^esty's  part,  proposed   by'  £ibt(f ' 
fioasell^  is  ready  to  be  decided. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  say  that  the  proposed  declaration 
is  inadmissible. 

It  would  be  virtually  a  new  and  distinct  article  incorporated  into  the 
projected  convention.  To  admit  such  a  new  article  would,  for  the  first 
^e  in  the  history  of  the  United  States,  be  to  permit  a  foreign  power  to 
take  cognizance  of  and  adjust  its  relations  upon  assumed  internal  and 
purely  domestic  difterences  existing  within  our  own  country. 

This  broad  consideration  supersedes  any  necessity  for  considering  in 
what  manner  or  in  what  degree  the  projected  convention,  if  completed 
either  subject  to  the  explanation  proposed  or  not,  would  bear  directly  or 
iDdirectly  on  the  internal  differences  which  the  British  govemment 
assume  to  be  prevailing  in  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  enlarge  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject.  It  is  enough  to  say 
that  the  view  thus  adopted  by  the  President  seems  to  be  in  liarmony 
equity  with  a  prudent  regard  to  l^e  safety  of  the  republic  and  a  just 
sense  of  its  honor  and  dignity. 

The  proposed  declaration  is  made  inadmissible,  among  other  reasons, 
because  it  is  not  mutual.  It  proposes  a  special  rule  by  which  her  Majesty's 
obhgations  shall  be  meliorated  in  their  bearing  u}>on  internal  difliculties 
now  prevailing  in  the  United  States^  while  the  obligations  to  be  assumed 
by  the  United  States  shall  not  be  similarly  meliorated  or  at  all  attected 
in  their  bearing  on  internal  differences  that  may  now  be  prevailing,  or 
may  hereafter  arise  and  prevail,  in  Great  Britain. 

It  is  inadmissible,  because  it  would  be  a  substantial  and  even  a  radical 
departure  from  the  declaration  of  the  congress  at  Paris.  That  declara- 
tion makes  no  exception  in  favor  of  any  of  the  parties  to  it  in  regard  to 
the  bearing  of  their  obligations  upon  internal  differences  which  may 
prevail  in  the  territories  or  dominions  of  other  parties. 

The  declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris  is  the  joint  act  of  forty-six 
great  and  enlightened  powers,  designing  to  alleviate  the  evils  of  mari- 
time war,  and  promote  the  first  interest  of  humanity,  which  is  peace. 
The  government  of  Great  Britain  will  not,  I  am  sure,  expect  us  to 
accede  to  this  noble  act  otherwise  than  upon  the  same  eqiml  footing  upon 
which  all  the  other  parties  to  it  are  standing.  We  could  not  consent  to 
accede  to  the  declaration  with  a  modification  of  its  terms  unless  all  the 
present  parties  to  it  should  stipulate  that  the  modification  should  be 
adopted  as  one  of  universal  application.  The  British  government  can- 
not but  know  that  there  would  be  little  prospect  of  an  entire  reforma- 
tion of  the  declaration  of  Paris  at  the  present  time,  and  it  has  not  even 
told  OS  that  it  would  accept  the  modification  as  a  general  one  if  it  were 
proposed. 

It  results  that  the  United  States  must  accede  to  the  declaration  of  tho 
congress  of  Paris  on  the  same  terms  with  aU  the  other  parties  to  it,  or 
that  they  do  not  accede  to  it  at  all. 

You  will  present  these  considerations  to  Lord  Eussell,  not  as  argu- 
ments why  the  British  government  ought  to  recede  from  the  position  it 
lias  assumed,  but  as  the  grounds  upon  which  the  United  States  decline 
to  enter  into  the  projected  convention  recognizing  that  exceptional  posi- 
tion of  her  Majesty. 

If,  therefore,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  shall  adhere  to  the 
proposition  thus  disallowed,  you  will  inform  Lord  Eussell  that  the  nego- 
tiation must  for  the  present  be  suspended. 

I  forbear,  purposely,  from  a  review  of  the  past  correspondence,  to 


•  • 
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as^ertaiu  Jflie  illative  iresponsibilities  of  the  parties  for  this  failure  of 
. ;  ^eSotfali&ifsf  ffom  which  I  had  hoped  results  would  flow  beneflcial,  not 
Vdn1y*t6  the  two  nations,  but  to  the  whole  world — ^beneficial,  not  in  tho 
'  present  age  only,  but  in  future  ages. 

It  is  my  desire  that  we  may  withdraw  from  the  subject  carrying  away 
no  feelings  of  passion,  prejudice^  or  jealousy,  so  that  in  some  happier 
time  it  may  be  resumed,  and  the  umportant  objects  of  the  proposed  con- 
vention may  be  fully  secured.  I  believe  that  that  propitious  time  is 
even  now  not  distant ;  and  I  will  hope  that  when  it  comes  Great  Britain 
will  not  only  willingly  and  unconditionally  accept  the  adhesion  of  the 
United  States  to  all  the  benignant  articles  of  the  declaration  of  the  con- 
gress of  Piiris,  but  will  even  go  further,  and,  relinquishing  her  present 
objections,  consent,  as  the  United  States  have  so  constantly  invited,  that 
the  private  property,  not  contraband,  of  citizens  and  subjects  of  nations 
in  collision  shall  be  exempted  from  confiscation,  equally  in  warfare  waged 
on  the  land  and  in  warfare  waged  xxpon  the  seas,  which  are  the  common 
highways  of  all  nations. 

Kegarding  this  negotiation  as  at  an  end,  the  question  arises.  What, 
then,  are  to  be  the  views  and  policy  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to 
the  ijghts  of  neutrals  in  maritime  war  in  the  present  case!  My  previous 
dispatches  leave  no  uncertainty  upon  this  point.  We  regard  Great  Britain 
as  a  friend.  Her  Majesty's  flag,  according  to  our  traditional  principles, 
covers  enemy's  goods  not  contraband  of  war.  Goods  of  her  Majesty's 
subjects,  not  contraband  of  war,  are  exempt  from  confiscation,  though 
found  under  a  neutral  or  disloyal  flag.  No  depredations  shall  be  com- 
mitted by  our  naval  forces,  or  by  those  of  any  of  our  citizens,  so  far  as 
we  can  prevent  it,  upon  the  vessels  or  proi)erty  of  British  subjects. 
Our  blockade,  being  effective,  must  be  resi)ected. 

The  unfortunate  failure  of  our  negotiations  to  amend  the  law  of 
nations  in  regard  to  maritime  war  does  not  make  us  enemies,  although, 
if  they  had  been  successful,  we  should  have  perhaps  been  more  assumi 
friends. 

Civil  war  is  a  calamity  from  which  certainly  no  people  or  nation  that 
has  ever  existed  has  been  always  exempt.  It  is  one  which  probably  no 
nation  ever  will  escape.  Perhaps  its  most  injurious  trait  is  its  tendency 
to  subvert  the  good  understandmg  and  break  up  the  relations  existing 
between  the  distracted  state  and  friendly  nations,  and  to  involve  them, 
sooner  or  later,  in  war.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  United  States  that  the 
internal  differences  existing  in  this  country  may  be  confined  within  our 
own  borders.  I  do  not  suffer  myself  for  a  moment  to  doubt  that  Great 
Britain  has  a  desire  that  we  may  be  successful  in  attaining  that  object, 
and  that  she  looks  with  dread  upon  the  possibility  of  being  herself  drawn 
into  this  unhappy  internal  controversy  of  our  own.  I  do  not  think  it 
can  be  regarded  as  disrespectftd  if  you  should  remind  Lord  Russell  that 
when,  in  1838,  a  civil  war  broke  out  in  Canada,  a  part  of  the  British 
dominions  adjacent  to  the  United  States,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  passed,  and  the  President  executed,  a  law  which  effectually  pre- 
vented any  intervention  against  the  government  of  Great  Britain  in 
.those  internal  differences  by  American  citizens,  whatever  might  be  their 
motives,  real  or  pretended,  whether  of  interest  or  sympathy.  I  send 
you  a  copy  of  that  enactment.  The  British  government  will  judge  for 
itself  whether  it  is  suggestive  of  any  measures  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  that  might  tend  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  two  countries,  and, 
through  that  way,  the  peace  of  all  nations. 

I  am,  sii',  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghables  FBA17GIS  AjDAhs,  Esq.,  dkCj  i&C.j  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

No.  39.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  7, 1861. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches 
from  the  department,  numbered  from  61  to  67,  both  inclusive. 

Since  the  date  of  your  No.  61,  of  the  17th  of  August,  you  will  have 
learned  ere  this  that  the  enigmatical  extract  from  Lord  Eussell's  note  to 
me,  of  which  you  instructed  me  to  ask  an  explanation,  has  taken  a  very 
distinct  and  unequivocal  shape,  superseding  all  necessity  for  further 
iaquiry.  I  may  take  occasion  to  remark  upon  the  similarity  of  some  of 
the  reasoning  in  your  dispatch  with  that  which  you  will  find  already 
made  use  of  in  my  letter  to  his  lordship  of  the  23d  August,  declining  to 
conclude  the  negotiation.  On  the  whole,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  per- 
haps as  well  to  let  it  stay  for  the  present  in  the  situation  in  which  her 
Majesty's  ministers  have  placed  it.  But  in  this  I  remain  to  be  directed 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  President. 

In  this  connection,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Kus- 
sell's  note  of  the  28th  of  August,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  23d  of  that 
mouth  to  him,  already  referred  to  in  the.  preceding  paragraph.  I  like- 
wise send  a  copy  of  his  instructions  to  Lord  Lyons,  which  he  seems  to 
have  furnished  to  me  as  an  evidence  of  his  good  faith  in  the  represent- 
ation he  made  of  them  to  me  at  the  conference. 

•  •  •  •  •  «.«  •  • 

It  now  appears  plainly  enough  that  he  wanted,  fix>m  the  first,  to  get 
the  first  article  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  out  of  the  negotiation  alto- 
gether if  he  could.  But  he  did  not  say  a  word  of  this  to  me  at  the 
outset;  neither  was  it  consistent  with  the  position  hertofore  taken 
respecting  the  necessity  of  accepting  the  declaration  "pure  and  simple.'* 
What  I  recollect  him  to  have  said  on  the  18th  of  May  was,  that  it  had 
been  the  disposition  of  his  government,  as  Communicated  to  Lord  Lyons, 
to  agree  upon  almost  any  terms  respecting  the  first  article  that  might 
mit  the  government  of  the  United  Stat^  When  reminded  of  this 
afterwards,  he  modified  th&  statement  to  mean  that  the  article  might  be 
omitted  altogether.  It  now  turns  out,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  instruc- 
tions, that  he  did  not  precisely  say  either  the  one  thing  or  the  other. 
SabstantiaUy,  indeed,  he  might  mean  that  the  general  law  of  nations,  if 
affirmed  between  the  two  governments,  would,  to  a  certain  extent,  attain 
the  object  of  the  first  article  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  without  the 
adoption  of  it  as  a  new  principle.  But  he  must  have  known,  on  the  day 
of  the  date  of  these  instructions,  which  is  the  very  day  of  his  first  con- 
feremse  with  me,  and  four  days  after  the  issue  of  the  Queen's  proclama- 
tion, that  the  government  of  the  United  States  contemplated,  in  the 
pending  struggle,  neither  encouraging  privateers  nor  issuing  letters  of 
marque;  hence  tnat  such  a  proposition  would  only  complicate  the  nego- 
tiation for  no  useful  purpose  whatever.  Besides  which,  it  should  be  borne 
hi  mind,  that  the  effect,  if  adopted,  would  have  been,  instead  of  a  simple 
adhemon  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  to  render  it  necessarv  to  reopen  a 
series  of  negotiations  for  a  modification  of  it  between  all  the  numerous 
parties  to  that  instrument.  Moreover  it  is  admitted  by  his  lordship 
that  no  powers  had  been  given  to  make  any  convention  at  all — the  par- 
ties conld  only  agree.  Yet,  without  such  powers,  what  was  the  value  of 
an  agreement  f    For  the  declaration  of  Paris  was  by  its  very  terms 
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binding  only  between  parties  who  acceded  to  it  a<s  a  whole.  Ker  Ma- 
jesty's government  thus  placed  themselves  in  the  position  of  a  party 
which  proposes  ,what  it  gives  no  authority  to  i)erform,  and  which  nego- 
tiates upon  a  basis  on  which  it  has  already  deprived  itself  of  the  iM>wer 
to  conclude. 

How  are  we  to  reconcile  these  inconsistencies  t  By  the  term^  of  the 
Queen's  proclamation  his  lordship  must  have  been  aware  that  Great 
Britain  had  released  the  United  States  from  further  responsibility  for 
the  acts  of  its  new-made  belligerent  that  was  issuing  letters  of  marque, 
aa  well  SUA  from  the  possible  offenses  of  privateers  sailing  under  its  flag: 
and  yet,  when  the  government  of  the  United  States  comes  forward  and 
declares  its  disposition  to  accept  the  terms  of  the  declaration  of  Paris, 
pure  and  simple,  the  government  of  her  Majesty  cannot  consent  to  re- 
ceive the  very  thing  that  they  have  been  all  along  asking  for,  becaase 
it  might  possibly  compel  them  to  deny  to  certain  privateers  the  rights 
which  may  accrue  to  them  by  virtue  of  their  voluntary  recognition  of 
them  as  belonging  to  a  belligerent  power.  Yet  it  now  appears  that  on 
the  18th  of  May  the  same  government  was  willing  to  reaffirm  the  law  of 
nations,  which  virtually  involved  the  very  same  difficulty  on  the  one 
hand,  while  on  the  other  it  had  given  no  powers  to  negotiate  a  new  con- 
vention, but  contemplated  a  simple  adhesion  to  the  old  declaration  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  only  way  by  which  I  can  explain 
these  various  involutions  of  policy  with  a  proper  regard  to  Lord  Bus- 
sell's  character  for  straight-forwardness,  which  I  have  no  disposition  to 
impugn,  is  this :  He  may  have  instructed  Lord  Lyons  prior  to  the  18th 
of  May,  the  day  of  our  first  conference.  I  certainly  received  the  impres- 
sion that  he  had  done  so.  Or  he  may  have  written  the  paper  before  one 
o'clock  of  that  day,  and  thus  have  referred  to  the  act  as  a  thing  com- 
pleted, though  stiU  within  his  power,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  negotiate  directly  here.  Of  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  judge. 
But  neither  in  one  case  nor  in  the  other  was  there  the  smallest  intima- 
tion of  a  desire  to  put  in  any  caveat  whatever  of  the  kind  proposed  in 
his  last  declaration.  That  seems  to  have  been  an  afteilhought,  sug- 
gested when  all  other  obstacles  to  the  success  of  a  negotiation  had  been 
removed. 

That  it  originated  with  Lord  Eussell  I  cannot  credit  consistently  with 
my  great  respect  for  his  character. 

That  it  was  suggested  after  his  proposed  consultation  with  his  col- 
leagues, and  by  some  member  who  had  in  view  the  defeat  of  the  nego- 
tiation in  the  interest  of  the  insurgents,  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  be- 
lieve. The  same  influence  may  have  been  at  work  in  the  earlier  stages 
of  the  business  as  well  as  the  latest^  and  have  communicated  that  un- 
certain and  indirect  movement  which  I  have  commented  on,  not  less 
inconsistent  with  all  my  notions  of  his  lordship's  character  than  with. 
the  general  reputation  of  British  policy. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  any  reply  to  his  lordship's  let- 
ter. My  correspondence  with  him  has,  under  the  instructions  conveyed 
by  your  late  dispatches,  taken  another  form,  which  seems  to  demand 
more  immediate  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

;  OHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Welliam  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — On  a  closer  examination  of  the  copy  of  his  lordship's  instruc- 
tions, as  sent  to  me  from  the  Foreign  Office,  I  And  an  indorsement  on 
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the  back  of  it  which  gives  a  date  different  from  that  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  paper.  1  transmit  the  copy  exactly  as  it  appears  on  that  sent  to 
me.  It  makes  a  difference  of  four  days,  and  puts  the  composition  on  the 
day  of  my  arrival  in  London,  and  the  day  before  the  issue  of  the  Queen's 
proclamation,  when  he  must  equally  have  been  the  master  of  its  con- 
tents. My  view  is  not,  therefore,  materially  affected  by  the  adoption  of 
either  date. 

C.  F.  A. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Atigust  28, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affiurs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note,  of  the  23d  instant,  of  Mr. 
Adams,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Adams  has  accounted  satisfactorily  for  the  delay  in  answering  the 
note  of  the  undersigned  of  the  19th  instant.  Her  Majesty's  government 
in  all  these  transactions  has  acted  in  concert  with  the  government  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  and  the  undersigned  cannot  be  surprised  that 
Hr.  Adams  should  wish  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Dayton,  at  Paris,  before 
replying  to  his  note. 

The  undersigned  is  quite  prepared,  following  Mr.  Adams,  to  recapitu- 
late the  particulars  of  this  negotiation,  and  he  is  happy  to  think  that  in 
matters  of  fact  there  is  no  ground  for  any  controversy  between  them. 
He  need  only  supply  some  omissions. 

Mr.  Adams,  at  his  first  interview  with  the  undersigned,  on  the  18th  Of 
Hay  last,  mentioned  the  subject  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  as  one  on 
which  he  had  power  to  negotiate,  and  the  undersigned  then  told  him 
that  the  matter  had  been  already  committed  to  the  care  of  Lord  Lyons, 
at  Washington,  with  authority  to  agree  with  the  government  of  the 
United  States  on  the  basis  of  tiie  adoption  of  three  of  the  articles  and 
the  omission  of  the  first,  being  that  relating  to  privateering.  So  far, 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Adams  agrees  substantially  with  that  which  is 
here  made.  But  the  representation  of  the  undersigned  was  strictly 
accurate,  and  in  faith  of  it  he  subjoins  the  dispatch  by  which  Lord  Lyons 
was  authorized  to  negotiate  on  the  basis  of  the  three  latter  articles  of 
the  declaration  of  Paris.  Lord  Lyons,  however,  was  not  empowered  to 
sign  a  convention,  because  that  form  had  not  been  adopted  by  the  powers 
who  originaUy  signed  the  declaration,  nor  by  any  of  the  numerous  states 
which  afterwards  gave  their  adherence  to  its  articles. 

At  a  later  period,  when  Mr.  Adams  brought  a  copy  of  his  full  powers 
to  the  foreign  office,  the  undersigned  ask^  why  the  adherence  of  the 
United  States  should  not  be  given  in  the  same  form  as  that  of  other 
powers,  and  he  was  told,  in  reply,  that  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  required  the  consent  of  the  Senate  to  any  agreement  with  foreign 
powers,  that  agreement  must  necessarily,  or  at  least  would  most  conve- 
niently, be  made  in  the  shape  of  a  convention. 

The  undersigned  yielded  to  this  argument,  and  proposed  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Emperor  of  tiie  French,  with  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment had  been  acting  throughout  in  complete  agreement,  to  concur  like- 
wise in  this  departure  from  the  form  in  which  the  declaration  of  Paris 

had  been  adopted  by  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe. 
Bnt  the  British  government  could  not  sign  the  convention  proposed 

by  the  United  States  as  an  act  of  Great  Britain  singly  and  alone,  and 
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they  found  to  their  sarprise  that  in  case  of  France  and  of  some  of  the  other 
Eurox)ean  powers,  the  addition  of  Mr.  Marcy  relating  to  private  property 
at  sea  had  been  proposed  by  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  at  tJie 
courts  of  those  powers. 

The  undersigned  concurs  in  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Adams  respect- 
ing the  transactions  which  followed.  Her  Ms^esty's  government,  like  Mr. 
Adams,  wished  to  establish  a  doctrine  for  all  time,  w^ith  a  view  to  lessen 
the  horrors  of  war  all  over  the  globe.  The  instructions  sent  to  Lord  Lyons 
prove  the  sincerity  of  their  wish  to  give  permanence  and  fixity  of  prin- 
ciples to  this  part  of  the  law  of  nations. 

The  undersigned  has  now  arrived  at  that  part  of  the  subject  upon 
which  the  negotiation  is  interrupted. 

The  undersigned  has  notified  Mr.  Adams  of  his  intention  to  accom- 
pany his  signature  of  the  proposed  convention  with  a  declaration  to  the 
effect  that  ^^her  Majesty  does  not  intend  thereby  to  undertake  any 
engagement  which  shall  have  any  bearing,  direct  or  indirect,  on  the 
internal  differences  now  prevailing  in  the  United  States." 

The  reasons  for  this  course  can  be  easily  explained.  On  some  recent 
occasions,  as  on  the  fulfillment  of  the  treaty  of  1846,  respecting  tiie 
boundary,  and  with  respect  to  the  treaty  called  by  the  name  of  the 
"Clayton-Bulwer  treaty,''  serious  differences  have  arisen  with  regard  to 
the  precise  meaning  of  words,  and  the  intention  of  those  who  framed 
them. 

It  was  most  desirable  in  framing  a  new  agreement  not  to  give  rise  to  a 
fresh  dispute.  But  the  different  attitude  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the 
United  States  in  regard  to  the  internal  dissensions  now  unhappUy  pre- 
vailing in  the  United  S^tes  gave  warning  that  such  a  dispute  might 
arise  out  of  the  proposea  convention. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  upon  receiving  intelligence  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  declared  by  proclamation  his  intention  to  blockade  the  ports  of 
nine  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  that  Mr.  Davis,  speaking  in  the  name 
of  those  nine  States,  had  declared  his  intention  to  issue  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisals,  and  having  also  received  certain  information  of  the  design 
of  both  sides  to  arm,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  civil  war  existed 
in  America,  and  her  Majesty  had  thereupon  proclaimed  her  neutrality  in 
the  approaching  contest. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  spoke  only 
of  unlawful  combinations,  and  designated  those  concerned  in  them  as 
rebels  and  pirates.  It  would  follow  logically  and  consistently,  from  the 
attitude  taken  by  her  Majesty's  government,  that  the  so-called  Confeder- 
ate States,  being  acknowledged  as  a  belligerent,  might,  by  the  law  of 
nations,  arm  privateers,  and  that  their  privateers  must  be  regarded  as 
the  armed  vessels  of  a  oelligerent. 

With  equal  logic  and  consistency  it  would  follow  from  the  position 
taken  by  the  United  States,  that  the  privateers  of  the  southern  States 
might  be  deemed  to  be  pirates,  and  it  might  be  further  argued  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  that  a  European  power  signing  a  con- 
ventiou  with  the  United  States,  declaring  that  privateering  was  and 
remains  abolished,  would  be  bound  to  treat  the  privateers  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  as  pirates. 

Hence,  instead  of  an  agreement,  charges  of  bad  faith  and  violation  of 
a  convention  might  be  brought  in  the  United  States  against  the  power 
signing  such  a  convention,  and  treating  the  privateers  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  as  those  of  a  belligerant  power. 

The  undersigned  had  at  first  intended  to  make  verbally  the  declara- 
tion proposed.    But  he  considered  it  would  b%  more  clear,  more  open. 
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more  fair  to  Mr.  Adams  to  put  the  declaration  in  writing,  and  to  give 
notice  of  it  to  Mr.  Adams  before  signing  the  convention. 

The  undersigned  will  not  now  reply  to  the  reasons  given  by  Mr.  Adams 
for  not  signing  the  convention  if  accompanied  by  the  proposed  declara- 
tion. Her  Majesty's  government  wish  the  question  to  be  fairly  weighed 
Iby  the  United  States  government.  The  undersigned,  like  Mr.  Adams, 
wishes  to  maintain  and  perpetuate  the  most  friendly  relations  between 
ber  Majesty's  kingdom  and  the  United  States.  It  is  in  this  spirit  that 
her  Majest^^'s  government  decline  to  bind  themselves  without  a  clear 
explanation  on  their  part  to  a  convention  which,  seemingly  confined  to 
an  adoption  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  of  1856,  might  be  construed  as 
an  engagement  to  interfere  in  the  unhappy  dissensions  now  prevailing  in 
the  United  States — an  interference  which  would  be  contrary  to  her  Maj- 
esty's public  declarations,  and  would  be  a  reversal  of  the  policy  which 
her  Maje^y  has  deliberately  sanctioned. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

EUSSELL. 

Chasles  Fbai^gis  Adams,  Esq.,  cErc,  de.j  d:o. 


Earl  Bns9€ll  to  Lard  Lyons. 

No.  136.]  FoEEiGN  Office,  May  18, 1861. 

My  Lobd  :  Her  Majesty's  government  deeply  lament  the  outbreak  of 
hoetilities  in  North  America,  and  they  would  gladly  lend  their  aid  to  the 
restoration  of  peace. 

You  are  instructed,  therefore,  in  case  you  should  be  asked  to  employ 
your  good  offices  either  singly  or  in  conjunction  with  the  representatives 
of  other  powers,  to  give  your  assistance  in  promoting  the  work  of  recon- 
ciliation. But  as  it  is  most  probable,  especially  after  a  recent  letter  of 
Mr.  Seward,  that  foreign  advice  is  not  likely  to  be  accepted,  you  wiD 
refrain  from  offering  it  unasked.  Such  being  the  case,  and  supposing 
the  contest  not  to  be  at  once  ended  by  signal  success  on  one  side  or  by 
the  return  of  friendly  feeling  between  the  two  contending  parties,  her 
Majesty's  government  have  to  consider  what  will  be  the  position  of  Great 
Britain  as  a  neutral  between  the  two  belligerents. 

So  far  as  the  position  of  Great  Britain  in  this  respect  toward  the  Euro- 
pean powers  is  concerned,  that  iwsition  has  been  greatly  modified  by  the 
declaration  of  Paris  of  April  16, 1856.  That  declaration  was  signed  by 
the  ministers  of  Austria,  France,  Great  Britain,  Prussia,  Eussia,  Sardi- 
nia, and  Turkey. 

The  motives  for  making  that  declaration,  and  for  agreeing  to  the  arti- 
cles of  maritime  law  which  it  proposes  to  introduce  with  a  view  to  the 
establishment  of  a  "  uniform  doctrine''  and  "  fixed  principles,''  are  thus 
shortly  enumerated  in  the  declaration : 

**  Considering  that  maritime  law  in  time  of  war  has  long  been  the  sub- 
ject of  deplorable  disputes ; 

**  That  the  uncertainty  of  the  law  and  of  the  duties  in  such  a  matter 
gives  rise  to  differences  of  opinion  between  neutrals  and  belligerents 
which  may  occasion  serious  difficulties  and  even  conflicts ; 

"  That  it  is  consequently  advantageous  to  establish  a  uniform  doctrine 
on  so  important  a  point ; 

"  That  the  plenipotentiaries,  assembled  in  congress  at  Paris  cannot 
bettor  respond  to  the  intentions  by  which  their  governments^are  ani- 
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mated  than  by  seeking  to  introduce  into  international  relations  fixed 
principles  in  this  respect — 

^'The  above-mentioned  plenipotentiaries,  being  duly  authorized,  re- 
solved to  concert  among  themselves  as  to  the  means  of  attaining  this 
object,  and  having  come  to  an  agreement  have  adopted  the  following 
solemn  declaration :" 

1st.  Privateering  is  and  remains  abolished. 

2d.  The  neutral  flag  covers  enemy's  goods,  with  the  exception  of  con- 
traband of  war. 

3d.  Neutral's  goods,  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of  war,  are  not 
liable  to  capture  under  enemy's  flag. 

4th.  Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective — that  is  to  say, 
maintained  by  a  lorce  sufficient  reaUy  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast  of 
the  enemy. 

The  powers  signing  the  declaration  engaged  to  bring  it  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  states  which  had  not  taken  part  in  the  congress  of  Paris, 
and  to  invite  those  states  to  accede  to  it.  They  finally  agreed  that "  the 
present  declaration  is  not  and  shall  not  be  binding,  except  between  those 
powers  who  have  acceded  or  shall  accede  to  it." 

The  powers  which  acceded  to  the  declaration  are  Baden,  Bavaria,  Bel- 
gium, Bremen,  Brazil,  Duchy  Of  Brunswick,  Chili,  the  Argentine  Con- 
federation, the  Germanic  Confederation,  Denmark,  the  Two  Sicilies,  the 
Bepublic  of  the  Equator,  the  Boman  States,  Greece,  Guatemala,  Hayti, 
Hamburg,  Hanover,  the  Two  Hesses,  Lubeck,  Mecklenburg-Strelitz, 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  Nassau,  Oldenburg,  Parma,  Holland,  Peru,  Por- 
tugal, Saxony,  Saxe-Altenburg,  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha,  Saxe-Meiningen, 
Saxe-Weimer,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Tuscany,  Wurtemberg,  Anhalt, 
Dessau,  Modena,  New  Granada,  and  Uruguay. 

Mr.  Secretary  Marcy,  in  acknowledging,  on  the  28th  of  July,  1856, 
the  communication  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  made  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States  by  the  Count  de  Sartiges,  proposed  to  add  to  the 
first  article  thereof  the  following  words :  "  and  that  the  private  property 
of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  a  belligerent  on  the  high  seas  sh£dl  be  ex- 
empted from  seizure  by  public  artned  vessels  of  the  other  belligerents, 
except  it  be  contraband ;"  and  Mr.  Marcy  expressed  the  willingness  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  the  clause  so  amended, 
together  with  the  other  three  principles  contained  in  the  declaration. 

Mr.  Marcy  also  stated  that  he  was  directed  to  communicate  the  appro- 
val of  the  President  of  the  second,  third  and  fourth  propositions,  inde- 
pendently of  the  first,  should  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  first  arti- 
cle be  unacceptable. 

The  United  States  minister  in  London,  on  the  24th  of  February,  1857, 
renewed  the  proposal  in  regard  to  the  first  article,  and  submitted  a  di*aft 
of  convention,  in  which  the  article  so  amended  would  be  embodied  with 
the  other  tliree  articles.  But,  before  any  decision  was  taken  on  this  pro- 
posal, a  change  took  place  in  the  American  government  by  the  election 
of  a  new  President  of  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Dallas  announced,  on 
the  25th  of  April,  1857,  that  he  was  directed  to  suspend  negotiations  on 
the  subject ;  up  to  the  present  time  those  negotiations  hare  not  been 
renewecL 

The  consequence  is,  that  the  United  States  remaining  outside  the  pro- 
visions of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  the  uncertainty  of  the  law  and  of  inter- 
national duties  with  regard  to  such  matters  may  give  rise  to  differences 
of  opinion  between  neutrals  and  belligerents  which  may  occasion  serious 
difficulties  and  even  conflicts. 
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It  is  with  a  view  to  remove  beforehand  such  "  difftculties,''  and  to  pre- 
vent such  '^  conflicts,"  that  I  now  address  you. 

For  tills  purpose  I  proceed  to  remark  on  the  four  articles,  beginning, 
not  with  the  first,  but  with  the  last. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  of  the  24th  of  February,  1867, 
Mr.  Dallas,  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  while  submitting  the  draft 
of  a  new  convention,  explains  the  views  of  the  government  of  Uie  United 
States  on  the  four  articles. 

In  reference  to  the  last  article,  he  says :  "  The  fourth  of  those  prin- 
ciples, respecting  blockades,  had.,-  it  is  believed,  long  since  become  a 
fixed  rule  of  the  law  of  war." 

There  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion,  therefore,  with  regard  to  the 
fourth  article. 

With  respect  to  the  third  article,  the  principle  laid  down  in  it  has  long 
been  recognized  as  law,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  in  the  United  States. 
Indeed,  this  part  of  the  law  is  stated  by  Chancellor  Kent  to  be  uniform 
in  the  two  countries. 

With  respect  to  the  second  article,  Mr.  DaUas  says,  in  the  letter  before 
quoted :  "  About  two  years  prior  to  the  meeting  or  congress  at  Paris, 
negotiations  had  been  originated  and  were  in  train  with  the  maritime 
nations  tor  the  /adoption  of  the  second  and  third  prox>ositions  subtanti- 
ally  as  enumerated  in  the  declaration." 

The  United  States  have  therefore  no  objection  in  principle  to  the  sec- 
ond proposition. 

Indeed,  her  Majesty's  government  have  to  remark  that  this  principle 
is  adopted  in  the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  Russia  of  the 
22d  of  July,  1854,1  and  was  sanctioned  by  the  United  States  in  the  ear- 
liest period  of  the  history  of  their  independence  by  their  accession  to 
the  armed  neutrality. 

With  Great  Britain  the  case  has  been  different.  She  formerly  con- 
tended for  the  opposite  principles  as  the  established  rule  of  the  law  of 
nations. 

But  having,  in  1856,  upon  fiill  consideration,  determined  to  depart 
from  that  rule,  she  means  to  adhere  to  the  principles  she  then  adopted. 
The  United  States,  who  have  always  desired  this  change,  can,  it  may  be 
presumed,  have  no  difficulty  in  assenting  to  the  principle  set  forth  in  the 
second  article  of  the  declaration  of  Paris. 

There  remains  only  to  be  considered  the  first  article,  namely,  that  re- 
lating to  privateering,  from  which  the  government  of  the  United  States 
withhold  their  assent.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  expedient  to 
consider  what  is  required  on  this  subject  by  the  general  law  of  nations. 
Kow,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  privateers  bearing  the  flag  of  one 
or  other  of  the  belligerents  may  be  manned  by  lawless  and  abandoned 
men,  who  may  commit,  for  the  sake  of  plunder,  the  most  destructive  and 
sanguinary  outrages. 

There  can  be  no  question  but  that  the  commander  and  crew  of  the 
ship  bearing  a  letter  of  marque  must,  by  law  of  nations,  carry  on  their 
hostilities  a<^cording  to  the  established  laws  of  war.  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment must,  therefore,  hold  any  government  issuing  such  letters  of 
marque  responsible  for^  and  liable  to  make  good,  any  losses  sustained  by 
her  Majesty's  subjects  m  consequence  of  wrongnil  proceeding  of  vessels 
sailing  under  such  letters  of  marque. 

In  Siis  way  the  object  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  may^  to  a  certain 
extent,  be  attained  without  the  adoption  of  any  new  principle. 

You  will  urge  these  views  upon  Mr.  Seward. 

The  proposals  of  her  Majesty's  government  are  made  with  a  view  to 
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limit  and  ri^«train  that  dci^itmetion  of  propertr  and  that  interraption  of 
tr4ule  which  mw^U  in  a  greater  or  ]es»  degree,  be  the  inevitable  couse- 
qo#;iiee  iff  the  present  ho8tiiitie&  Her  Maje»ty*s  govemnient  expect 
that  theji^r  f>rf;fir>.saU»  will  be  received  by  the  United  State:»  government 
in  a  frieudly  spirit.  If  such  shall  be  the  case,  you  will  endeavor  (in 
concert  with  3L  Mercier)  to  come  to  an  agreement  on  the  ^abject  bind- 
ing France,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United  States. 

it'  the;44f  |>rofK>salj»  Hhonld,  however,  be  rejected,  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment will  <;<in8ider  what  other  steps  should  be  taken  with  a  view  to  pro- 
t4;<l  from  wrong  and  injury  the  trade  and  the  property  and  persons  of 
British  subjects. 

I  am,  &c,j  &c.,  &e., 

J.  EUSSELL. 

The  Lord  Lyons. 

[On  tlie  copy  of  the  above  dispatch  given  5Ir.  Adams*  as  transmitted 
to  tfie  State  bepartment,  is  indorsed,  "  To  Lord  Lyons,  ]S'o.  13tf,  Foreign 
Office,  May  13,  16bL'^\ 

Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward, 

fExtract.! 

No.  44.]  LEaATioN  op  the  United  States, 

PariSj  September  7,  1861. 

SiB:  Your  dispatches,  41,  42,  and  43,  are  duly  received  through  Cap- 
tain Schuftz. 

Your  action,  indicated  in  41  and  42,  has  been  anticipated  by  me.  In 
a  lett<5r  from  Mr.  Adams,  dated  London,  August  1,  1801,  he  incloses  me 
a  (joi)y  of  Lord  John  Russell's  note  of  July  31,  1861,  and  in  reference  to 
tlic  vague  paragraph  to  which  your  dispatches  refer  he  says:  "I  do  not 
quite  comprehend  the  drift  of  the  last  paragraph,  but  I  presume  you 
may  find  it  out  in  the  progress  of  your  negotiation."  This  I  immedi- 
ately aiisw(Ted  by  a  letter,  of  which  I  herewith  send  you  a  copy. 

Their  subsequent  offer  to  make  a  written  outside  declaration  cotem- 
])oraneous  with  the  .execution  of  the  treaty  was  a  degree  of  frankness 
which  I  did  not  anticipate,  and  for  which  I  had  not  given  them  credit. 
1  shall  wait  with  great  pleasure,  according  to  your  instructions,  "the 
result  of  the  explanations  which  Mr.  Adams  is  instructed  to  ask,^  but 
I  suspect  that  both  he  and  I  have  already  received  all  necessary  expla- 
nations on  that  point.  My  conversations,  at  least  with  Mr.  Thouvenel, 
have  coveri»d  the  whole  ground,  as  stated  to  you  in  dispatch  No.  35.  I 
add  that  1  communicated  immediately  to  Mr.  Adams  the  substance  of 
that  conversation  with  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

PariSy  August  5,  1861. 

Sir:  1  a<*>knowledge  with  pleasure  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  1st 
instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  your  note  to  Lord  John  Bussell,  and  his  reply. 
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I  ieel  that  we  have  done  a  good  thing  in  getting  the  reply  of  the  British 
government  (declaring  the  amendment  to  the  treaty  of  Paris  inadmis- 
sihle)  in  writing.  At  least,  we  can  proceed  now,  under  our  instructions, 
A¥ith  a  consciousness  that  we  not  only  have  not  neglected  this  point,  but 
that  we  have  the  evidence  of  having  pressed  it  afdrmatively.  You  say 
you  do  not  comprehend  the  drift  of  the  last  paragraph  in  Lord  John's 
reply.  I  think  I  do,  at  least  in  part,  and  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  the 
meaning,  which  he  has  purposely  wrapi)ed  up  in  that  general  language, 
should  in  the  end  break  oft'  all  negotiations.  He  may  not  refer  to  this 
4£uignage  again,  but  unless  you  ask  its  meaning  before  the  treaty  is 
negotiated,  it  will  be  used  by  them  afterwards  as  an  excuse  for  not  carry- 
ing it  into  effect  as  respects  the  insurrectionists  of  the  south.  The  para- 
graph states,  "  The  engagement  of  Great  Britain  will  be  prospective,  and 
vrill  not  invalidate  anything  already  done."  The.  comiiient  after  the 
treaty,  predicated  upon  this  language,  will  be :  "  We  had  declared  before 
the  treaty  that  the  southern  insurrectionists  weye  a  belligerent  party,  and 
entitled  to  belligerent  rights,  (among  which  is  the  right  to  issue  letters 
of  marque,)  and  the  treaty  was  to  be  prospective  only,  and  not  to  invali- 
date anything  already  done.  That,  in  other  words,  it  does  not  bind  your 
disloyal  citizens,  recognized  by  us  as  a  belligerent  party."  I  long  ago 
wrote  Mr.  Seward  that  these  powers  would,  in  my  judgment,  either 
refuse  to  negotiate,  or,  if  they  did  negotiate,  it  would  be  with  the  under- 
standing that  it  secured  us  no  rights  not  already  conceded,  and  charged 
them  with  no  duties  not  heretofore  acknowledged.  It  is  advisable  that 
we  raise  no  question  in  advance  in  reference  to  this  matter,  but  it  is 
necessary  that  we  know  what  they  mean  as  we  go  along,  for  unless  I  am 
altogether  mistaken  there  will  be  trouble  enough  about  the  ratification 
of  this  treaty  upon  it«  merits  without  its  being  hampered  with  any  loose 
IM>ints  or  language  left  unexplained  by  us,  its  negotiators. 
With  much  respect,  I  am  yours,  truly, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
His  Excellency  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  Septemher  10, 1861. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  August  22.  No.  35,  has  been  received.  I  learn 
from  it  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  is  unwilling  to  negotiate  for  an  accession  by 
the  United  States  to  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris  concerning 
the  rights  of  neutrals  in  maritime  war,  except  '^  on  a  distinct  understand- 
ing that  it  is  to  have  no  bearing,  directly  or  indirectly,  on  the  question 
of  the  domestic  difficulty  now  existing  in  our  country,"  and  that  to  render 
the  matter  certain  Mr.  Thouvenel  proposes  to  make  a  written  declara- 
tion simultaneously  with  his  execution  of  the  projected  convention  tor 
that  accession. 

Yon  have  sent  me  a  copy  of  a  note  to  this  effect,  addressed  to  you  by 
Mr.  Thouvenel,  and  have  also  represented  to  me  an  official  conversation 
which  he  has  neld  with  you  upon  the  same  subject.  The  declaration 
which  Mr.  Thouvenel  proposes  to  make  is  in  these  words: 


u 


DRAFT  OF  DECLARATION. 


'^In  affixing  his  signature  to  the  convention  concluded  on  date  of  this 
day  between  France  and  the  United  States,  the  undersigned  declares, 
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in  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  Emperor,  that  the  government  of  his 
Majesty  does  not  intend  to  undertake  by  the  said  convention  any  engage- 
ments of  a  nature  to  implicate  it,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  internal 
conflict  now  existing  in  the  United  States." 

My  dispatch  of  the  17th  day  of  August  last,  No.  41,  which  you  must  have 
received  some  time  ago,  will  already  have  prepared  you  to  expect  my 
approval  of  the  decision  to  wait  for  specific  instructions  in  this  new 
emergency  at  which  you  have  arrived. 

The  obscurity  of  the  text  of  the  declaration  which  Mr.  Thouvenel  sub- 
mits to  us  is  sufficiently  relieved  by  his  verbal  explanations.  According 
to  your  report  of  the  conversation,  before  referred  to,  he  said  that  botli 
France  and  Great  Britain  had  alre^y  announced  that  they  would  take 
no  part  in  our  domestic  controversy,  and  they  thought  that  a  frank  and 
open  declaration  in  advance  of  the  execution  of  the  projected  conven- 
tion might  save  difficulty  p.nd  misconception  hereafter.  He  further  said, 
in  the  way  of  specification,  that  the  provisions  of  the  convention  stand- 
ing alone  might  bind  England  and  France  to  pursue  and  punish  the  pri- 
vateers of  the  South  as  pirates;  that  they  are  unwilling  to  do  this,  and 
had  so  declared.  He  said,  also,  that  we  could  deal  with  these  people  a& 
we  choose,  and  they  (England  and  France)  could  only  express  their 
regrets  on  the  score  of  humanity  if  we  should  deal  with  them  as  pirates, 
but  that  they  could  not  participate  in  such  a  course.  He  added^  Uiat 
although  both  England  and  France  are  anxious  to  have  the  adhesion 
of  the  United  States  to  the  declaration  of  Paris^  yet  that  they  would 
rather  dispense  with  it  altogether  than  be  drawn  into  our  domestic  con- 
troversy. He  insisted  somewhat  pointedly  that  we  could  take  no  just 
exception  to  this  outside  declaration,  to  be  made  simultaneously  with 
the  execution  of  the  convention,  unless  we  intended  that  they  (England 
and  France)  shall  be  made  parties  to  our  controversy,  and  that  the  very 
fact  of  your  hesitation  was  an  additional  reason  why  they  should  insist 
upon  making  such  contemxioraneous  declaration  as  they  proposed. 

These  remarks  of  Mr.  Thouvenel  are  certainly  distinguished  by  entire 
fi*ankness.  It  shall  be  my  effort  to  reply  to  them  with  moderation  and 
candor. 

In  1856  France^  Great  Britain,  Eussia,  Prussia,  Sardinia,  and  Turkey, 
being  assembled  in  congress  at  Paris,  with  a  view  to  modify  the  law  of 
nations  so  as  to  meliorate  the  evils  of  maritime  war,  adopted  and  set 
forth  a  declaration,  which  is  in  the  foUowing  words  : 

1st.  Privateering  is  and  remains  abolished. 

2d.  The  neutral  flag  covers  enemy's  goods,  with  the  exception  of  con- 
traband of  war. 

3d.  Neutral  goods,  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of  war,  axe  not 
liable  to  capture  under  enemy's  flag. 

4th.  Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective — ^that  is  to 
say,  maintained  by  forces  sufficient  reaUy  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast 
of  the  enemy. 

The  states  which  constituted  the  congress  mutually  agreed  to  submit 
the  declaration  to  all  other  nations  and  invite  them  to  accede  to  it.  It 
was  to  be  submitted  as  no  special  or  narrow  treaty  between  particular 
states  for  limited  periods  or  special  purposes  of  advantage,  or  under 
peculiar  circumstances;  but,  on  the  contrary,  its  several  articles  were, 
by  voluntary  acceptance  of  maritime  powers,  to  constitute  a  new  chap- 
ter in  the  law  of  nations,  and  each  one  of  the  articles  was  to  be  universal 
and  eternal  in  its  application  and  obligation.  France  especially  invited 
the  United  States  to  accede  to  these  articles.    An  invitation  was  equally 
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tendered  to  all  other  civilized  nations,  and  tlie  ai:ticles  have  been  already 
adopted  bj^  forty-one  of  ^he  powers  thus  invited.  The  United  States 
hesitated,  but  only  for  tlie  piuT)ose  of  making  an  effort  to  induce  the 
other  parties  to  enlarge  the  beneficent  scope  of  the  declaration.  Having 
failed  in  that  eflfort,  they  now,  after  a  delay  not  unusual  in  such  great 
international  discussions,  offer  their  adhesipn  to  that  declaration,  pure 
and  simple,  in  the  forms,  words,  and  manner  in  which  it  was  originally 
adopted  and  accepted  by  all  of  the  forty-six  nations  which  have  become 
parties  to  it.  France  declines  to  receive  that  adhesion  unless  she  be 
allowed  to  make  a  special  declaration,  which  would  constitute  an  addi- 
tional and  qualifying  article,  limiting  the  obligations  of  France  to  the 
United  States  to  a  naiTower  range  than  the  obligations  which  the  United 
States  must  assume  towards  France,  and  towards  every  other  one  of  the 
forty-six  sovereigns  who  are  parties  to  it,  and  narrower  than  the  mutual 
obhgations  of  all  those  parties,  including  France  herself. 

If  we  should  accede  to  that  condition,  it  manifestly  would  not  be  the 
declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris  to  which  we  woidd  be  adhering,  but 
a  different  and  special  and  peculiar  treaty  between  France  and  the 
United  States  only.  Even  as  such  a  treaty  it  would  be  Imequal. 
Assuming  that  Mr.  Thouvenel's  reasoning  is  correct,  we  should  in  that 
ease  be  contracting  an  obligation,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  implicate 
ourselves  in  any  internal  contiict  that  may  now  be  existing  or  that  may 
hereafter  occur  in  France,  while  she  would  be  distinctly  excused  by  us 
from  any  similar  «luty  towards  the  United  States. 

I  know  that  France  is  a  friend,  and  means  to  be  just  and  equal  towards 
the  United  States.  I  must  assume,  therefore,  that  she  means  not  to 
make  an  exceptional  arrangement  with  us,  but  to  carry  out  the  same 
arrangement  in  her  interpretation  of  the  obligations  of  the  declaration 
of  the  congress  of  Parisyin  regard  to  other  powers.  Thus  carried  out, 
the  declaration  of  Paris  would  be  expounded  so  as  to  exclude  all  internal 
conflicts  in  states  from  the  application  of  the  articles  of  that  celebrated 
declaration.  Most  of  the  wars  of  modem  times — perhai)s  of  all  times — 
have  been  insurrectionary  wars,  or  "internal  conflicts."  If  the  position 
now  assumed  by  France  should  thus  be  taken  by  all  the  other  parties 
to  the  declaration,  then  it  would  follow  that  the  first  article  of  that 
instrument,  instead  of  being,  in  fact,  an  universal  and  effectual  inhibi- 
tion of  the  practice  of  privateering,  would  abrogate  it  only  in  wars 
between  foreign  nations,  while  it  would  enjoy  universal  toleration  in 
civil  and  social  wars.  With  great  deference,  I  cannot  but  think  that, 
•thus  modified,  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris  would  lose  much 
of  the  reverence  which  it  has  hftherto  received  from  Christian  nations. 
If  it  were  proper  for  me  to  pursue  the  argument  further,  I  might  add 
that  sedition,  insurrection,- and  treason  would  find  in  such  a  new  reading 
of  the  declaration  of  Paris  encouragement  which  would  tend  to  render 
the  most  stable  and  even  the  most  beneficent  systems  of  government 
insecure.  Nor  do  I  know  on  what  grounds  it  can  be  contended  that 
practices  more  destructive  to  proi)erty  and  life  ought  to  be  tolerated  in 
civil  or  fratricidal  wars  than  are  allowed  in  wars  between  independent 
nations. 

I  cannot^  indeed,  admit  that  the  engagement  which  France  is  required 
to  make  without  the  qualifying  declaration  in  question  would,  directly 
or  indirectly,  implicate  her  in  our  internal  conflicts.  But  if  such  should 
be  its  effect,  I  must,  in  the  first  place,  disclaim  any  desire  for  such  an 
intervention  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  whole  of  this  long 
correspondence  has  had  for  one  of  its  objects  the  purpose  of  averting 
any  such  intervention.    If,  however,  such  an  intervention  would  be  the 
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result  of  the  unqualified  execution  of  the  convention  by  France,  then  the 
fault  clearly  must  be  inherent  in  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris 
itself,  and  it  is  not  a  result  of  anything  that  the  United  States  have  done 
or  pi-oposed. 

Two  motives  induced  them  to  tender  their  adhesion  to  tbat  decla<ra- 
tion — first,  a  sincere  desire  to  co-operate  with  other  progressive  nations 
in  the  melioration  of  the  rigors  of  maritime  war;  second,  a  desire  to 
relieve  France  from  any  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  lives  or  property 
of  her  people  from  violence  to  occur  in  the  course  of  the  civil  conflict  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  by  giving  her,  unasked,  all  the  guarantees  in 
that  respect  which  are  contained  in  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of 
Paris.  The  latter  of  these  two  motives  is  now  put  to  rest,  insomuch  as 
France  declines  the  guarantees  we  offer.  Doubtlessly  she  is  satisfied 
that  they  are  unnecessary.  We  have  always  practiced  on  the  princi- 
ples of  the  declaration.  *We  did  so  long  before  they  were  adopted  by 
the  congress  of  Paris,  so  far  as  the  rights  of  neutral  or  friendly  states 
are  concerned.  While  our  relations  with  France  remain  as  they  now 
are  we  shall  continue  the  same  practice  none  the  less  faithfully  than  if 
bound  to  do  so  by  a  solemn  convention. 

The  other  and  higher  motive  will  remain  unsatisfied,  and  it  will  lose 
none  of  its  force.  We  shall  be  ready  to  accede  to  the  declaration  of 
Paris  with  every  power  that  will  agree  to  adopt  its  principles  for  the 
government  of  its  relations  to  us,  and  which  shall  be  content  to  accept 
our  adhesion  on  the  same  basis  upon  which  all  the  other  parties  to  it 
have  acceded. 

We  know  that  France  has  a  high  and  generous  ambition.  We  shall 
wait  for  her  to  accept  hereafter  that  co-oi)eration  on  our  part  in  a  great 
reform  which  she  now  declines.  We  shall  not  doubt  that  whenever  the 
present  embarrassment  which  causes  her  to  decline  this  co-operation 
shall  have  been  removed,  as  it  soon  wiU  be,  she  will  then  agree  with  us 
to  go  still  further,  and  abolish  the  confiscation  of  propeity  of  non- 
belligerent citizens  and  subjects  in  maritime  war. 

You  will  inform  Mr.  Thouvenel  that  the  proposed  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  Emperor  is  deemed  inadmissible  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States;  and  if  it  shall  be  still  insisted  upon,  you  will  then 
inform  him  that  you  are  instructed  for  the  present  to  desist  from  ftirther 
negotiation  on  the  subject  involved. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <fec.,  c6c,,u6c. 


Mr.  JDayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  45,J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  September  10, 1861. 

Sib  :    •  .  •  •  •  •  • 

1  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  copy  and  translation  of  a  communication 
recently  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Thouvenel  on  the  subject  of  the  execu- 
tion of  the  convention  as  to  maritime  rights.  It  contains  nothing  that 
I  have  not  referred  to  before,  but  it  is  evident  he  wanted  to  put  the 
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q^ecific  gronsds  of  exception  to  an  unconditional  exception  of  the  treaty 

on  recoil. 

•  «  •  •  •  « 

With  mnch  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabb, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Thouvenel  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  September  9, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  yon  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
me,  the  26th  of  the  month  of  August,  in  order  to  explain  to  me  the 
reasons  which  induced  you  to  await  further  instructions  from  your  gov- 
enunent  before  proceeding  to  the  signing  of  the  convention  relative  to 
maritime  rights. 

In  this  state  of  affairs,  I  could  but  await  the  arrival  of  the  instructions 
which  you  have  requested,  and,  consequently,  I  do  not  wish  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  motives  which  have  prevented  you  from  sign- 
ing the  contemplated  convention,  and  which  you  were  pleased  to  bring 
to  my  knowledge.  1  desire,  however,  to  set  forth  clearly,  by  some  further 
explanations,  what  is  the  train  of  thought  followed  by  the  govenuneut  of 
the  Emperor,  in  judging,  like  the  government  of  her  Brit^nic  Majesty, 
that  it  is  expedient  to  accompany  the  proposed  treaty  with  a  special 
declaration. 

If  the  United  States,  before  the  actual  crisis,  had  adhered  to  the  decla- 
ration of^  the  congress  of  Paris,  as  this  adhesion  would  have  bound  the 
whole  confederation  from  that  moment,  the  cabinet  of  Washington  might, 
at  the  present  time,  have  availed  itself*  of  it  to  contest  the  right  of  the 
southern  States  to  arm  privateers.  Now,  if  this  supposition  be  correct, 
(J^mdScj)  one  could  not  be  astonished  that  the  government  of  Mr.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  according  to  the  principles  which  it  has  set  forth  in  its 
manner  of  viewing  the  present  conflict,  should  wish  to  consider  the  con- 
templated convention  as  as  much  obligatory  upon  seceded  States,  in  the 
present  circumstances,  as  if  it  had  preceded  the  hostilities.  But  if  this 
opinion  be  quite  explicable  on  the  part  of  the  cabinet  of  Washington  in 
the  situation  in  which  events  have  placed  it,  it  could  not  be  thus  with 
governments  which  have  proposed  to  themselves  to  preserve  the  strictest 
neutrality  in  a  struggle,  the  gravity  of  which  it  has  no  longer  been  pos- 
sible for  them  to  disregard.  In  accepting,  then,  a  proposition  presented 
{/ormulSe)  by  the  federal  government,  when  the  war  had  already  unhap- 
pily broken  out  between  the  northern  and  southern  States  of  the  Union, 
it  was  natiu*al  that  the  government  of  the  Emperor,  having  decided  not 
to  turn  itself  aside  from  the  attitude  of  reserve  wliich  it  had  imposed 
upon  itself,  should  consider  beforehand  what  extension  the  cabinet  of 
Washington  might  be  induced,  on  account  of  its  position,  to  give  to  an 
arrangement  by  which  it  declared  that  the  United  States  renounced  priva- 
teering*  The  hostilities  in  which  the  federal  government  is  actually  en- 
gaged oflTering  to  it  the  opportunity  of  putting  immediately  into  practice 
the  abandonment  of  this  mode  of  warfare ;  and  its  intention,  oHicially 
announced,  being  to  treat  the  privateers  of  the  South  as  pirates,  it  was 
manifesUy  of  importance  to  caution  the  cabinet  of  Washington  against 
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the  conviction,  where  it  might  exist,  that  the  contemplated  treaty  obliged 
us  thus  to  consider  the  privateers  of  the  south  as  pirates.  I  will  not 
dwell  upon  the  matter  {riHnsisterai  pas)  in  order  to  show  how  much  we 
would  deviate  from  the  neutrality  we  have  declared  ourselves  desirous  of 
observing  towards  the  two  factions  of  the  Union,  if,  after  having  an- 
nounced that  they  would  constitute  for  us  two  ordinary  beUigerents,  we 
should  contest  the  primitive  rights  of  a.  belligerent  to  one  of  them, 
because  the  other  should  consent  voluntarily  to  the  abandonment  of  it 
in  a  treaty  concluded  with  us.  There  is  no  need  to  point  out  farther 
how  we  would  forcibly  break  through  our  neutrality  as  soon  as  we  should 
be  constrained,  in  virtue  of  the  contemplated  convention,  to  treat  as 
pirates  the  privateers  which  the  South  will  persist  in  arming.  The  cab- 
inet of  Washington  might  then,  I  repeat,  be  led,  by  the  particular  point 
of  view  in  which  it  is  placed,  to  draw  from  the  act  which  we  are  ready 
to  conclude  such  consequences  as  we  should  now  absolutely  reject.  It 
has  seemed  to  us  that  it  is  equally  important  to  the  two  governments  to 
anticipate  {prevSnir  cl  Vavance)  all  difference  of  interpretation  as  regards 
the  application  to  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  principles  which  were 
to  become  common  to  them  both.  Otherwise,  it  would  have  been  to  be 
feared,  if  the  same  explanations  had  had  to  be  exchanged  later,  that 
there  would  have  been  attributed  to  them  a  character  altogether  different 
from  that  which  they  really  possess.  We  would  regret,  too,  sincerely 
that  the  least  misunderstanding  should  be  produced  in  our  relations  with 
the  United  States,  not  to  be  anxious,  from  this  moment  henceforth,  to 
enlighten  them  upon  a  reserve,  which,  being  officiaUy  stated  to  the  cabinet 
of  Washington  before  the  signing  of  the  convention,  maintains  strictly 
one  line  of  neutrality,  without  taking  away  from  the  value  of  the  agree- 
ment, which,  in  this  case,  we  will  be  happy  to  establish  with  the  United 
States. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant,  * 

THOUVEKEL. 

Mr.  Dayton, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3,  1862,  p.  27.] 

No.  40. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

WASHiNaTON,  September  10, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  Mr.  Seward  read  to  me  very  rapidly,  this  morning,  the 
draught  of  a  long  dispatch  which  he  has  written  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  declaration  which  your  lordship  proposes  to  make  upon  sign- 
ing the  convention  by  which  the  United  States  would  adhere  to  the 
principles  of  maritime  law  laid  down  by  the  congress  at  Paris. 

The  dispatch  would,  he  said,  be  communicated  to  your  lordship  by  Mr. 
Adams.  I  was  not  able  to  follow  Mr,  Seward  very  exactly  as  he  read  it. 
but,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  the  language  appeared  to  be  suitable  ana 
friendly.  Mr.  Adams  is,  however,  directed  to  break  off  the  negotiation 
altogether  if  your  lordship  insists  upon  making  the  declaration.  Hopes 
are  expressed  that  it  may  be  resimied  at  a  more  favorable  moment. 
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A  similar  dispatch  will  be  addressed  to  Mr,  Dayton,  to  be  commiini- 
cated  to  the  French  government. 

In  speaking  to  me,  Mr.  Seward  appeared  to  consider  the  negotiation 
to  be  completely  at  an  end  for  the  present. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYOI^S. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  23.1 

No.  37. 

Uarl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell, 

Paris,  September  10, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  Mr.  Dayton  has  addressed  to  M.  Thonvenel  a  note  couched 
in  much  the  same  terms  as  that  addressed  by  Mr.  Adams  to  your  lordship, 
declining  to  proceed  with  the  treaty  sanctioning  the  declaration  of  Paris 
without  further  orders  from  his  government. 
M.  Thouvenel's  reply  is  to  the  same  purport  as  your  lordship's. 
I  have,  &c., 

COWLEY. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Ifo.  88.]  Department  of  State, 

WorShingtony  September  14,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  August  30  (No.  34)  has  just  been  received. 
Your  note  to  Lord  John  Russell,  which  accompanies  it,  is  approved.  My 
dispatch  to  you,  (No.  83,)  under  the  date  of  the  7th  iustant,  will  have 
reached  vou  before  this  communication  can  arrive.  You  will  have  learned 
from  that  paper  that  your  course,  as  now  made  known  to  me,  was  antici- 
pated by  the  President,  and  that  he  had  already  directed  that  the  nego- 
tiation for  our  adhesion  to  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris  should 
be  suspended. 

It  is  due  to  the  British  government  to  say  that  the  letter  of  Lord  John 
Russell  to  Mr.  Edwards,  upon  Dominican  aiiairs,  to  which  you  refer,  and 
a  copy  of  which  you  inclose,  was  read  to  me  by  Lord  Lyons,  pursuant  to 
instructions  from  Lord  Russell.* 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£re.,  c^c,  <&c. 


[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  28.] 

Ko.  41. 

Uarl  Cowley  to  Uarl  Btissell. 

Paris,  September  24, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  M.  Thonvenel  being  without  any  official  intelligence  from 
Washington  in  consequence  of  the  continued  absence  of  M.  Mercier,  I 
have  informed  his  excellency  that  Mr.  Seward  had  stated  to  Lord  Lyons 
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that  a  coinmuDication  was  aboat  to  be  made  to  the  British  and  Frencli 
governments  by  the  United  States  representatives  in  London  and  Paris, 
that  the  negotiations  for  the  conclusion  of  a  convention  on  maritime  law 
will  be  broken  off  if  the  declaration  with  which  it  is  proposed  by  the 
British  and  French  governments  to  accompany  the  signatures  of  it  is 
insisted  upon. 

M.  Thouvenel  observed  that  this  only  proved  how  right  the  two  gov- 
ernments had  been  in  making  this  declaration. 

I  have,  &c.,  LYONS. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  52,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  September  28,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  much  gratified  to  perceive,  by  the  terms  of  your  dispatch 
1^0.  83,  dated  the  7th  of  this  month,  a  substantial  ratification  of  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  me  in  regard  to  Lord  Bussell's  note  of  the  19th  of  August, 
and  to  the  declaration  which  he  proposed  to  append  to  the  convention 
concerning  neutral  rights.  I  find  in  it,  too,  a  general  coincidence  in  the 
argument  presented  by  me  in  my  reply  to  his  lordship  on  the  23d  of 
August,  a  coi)y  of  which  could  not  have  reached  the  department  down 
to  the  latest  dates  yet  received.  There  are  some  views  offered,  however, 
in  my  note,  which  are  not  touched  upon  in  that  di8i>atch.  I  am,  there- 
fore, not  as  yet  fully  certain  whether,  as  a  whole,  it  has  met  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President.  For  this  reason  I  decided  not  to  hold 
communication  on  the  subject  with  Lord  Kussell,  during  the  time  of  my 
late  stay  under  Ifes  roof,  but  rather  to  wait  until  after  the  arrival  of  the 
next  dispatches  from  the  department,  which  will  probably  bring  a  finjd 
review  of  the  negotiation,  as  it  api)ears,  after  an  examination  of  aU  the 
papers  that  belong  to  it.  I  shall  then  be  in  a  position  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  any  further  action  which  it  may  be  advisable  to  pursue. 
His  lordship  informed  me,  on  my  taking  leave  of  him,  that  he  expects 
to  return  to  London  by  the  14th  of  next  month,  after  which  I  anticipate 
no  delay,  like  the  late  one,  in  the  transaction  of  important  business. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHARLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  59.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Pam,  October  14, 1861. 

SiB :  After  a  careful  examination  of  your  dispatch  (No.  56)  in  refer- 
ence to  an  accession  by  the  United  States  to  the  declaration  of  the  con- 
gress of  Paris,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  submit  a  copy  of  the  same  to 
Mr.  Thouvenel,  to  be  read. 

As  your  dispatch  recapitulates  the  points  made  by  Mr.  Thouvenel  in 
the  conversation  with  me  and  reported  by  me  to  the  government,  it  was 
perhaps  due  to  him  that  he  should  see  if  he  ha«  been  correctly  reported. 
Ui)on  our  side,  it  was  equally  important  that,  in  a  matter  of  so  much 
interest,  the  view  taken  by  our  government  should  not  be  misstated  nor 
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misonderstood.  It  seems  to  me  now  that  the  case  stands,  upon  the  whole 
correspondence,  as  well  for  the  government  of  the  United  States  as  could 
be  desired. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  WiLLiAi^  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  104.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  September  28,  No.  52,  was  duly  received.  I 
think  that  previous  communications  which  you  will  have  already  had 
from  me  will  have  explained  satisfactorily  the  views  of  the  President  in 
regard  to  the  suspended  negotiations  concerning  maritime  law.  If, 
however,  they  have  left  any  doubt  upon  your  mind  of  the  approval  of 
your  proceedings  therein,  you  will  accept  this  general  assurance,  not 
only  of  the  President's  approval,  but  also  of  his  conviction  that  you 
have  performed  the  duty  assigned  you  with  ability  and  with  entire 
propriety.  Events  occur  rapidly  in  revolutionary  times,  and  changes  in 
the  prospects  of  this  civil  war  follow  each  other  faster  than  we  can 
advise  you  of  them.  Let  it  suffice  to  say  that  the  nation  is  vigorously 
organizing  a  power  on  land  and  sea,  before  which  disunion  will  grad- 
nally  disappear,  and  peace  and  harmony  will  return.  The  insurrection 
would  never  have  obtained  its  present  development  but  for  injudicious 
toleration  of  its  api>eals  in  Europe.  It  has  given  to  Europe  already 
only  misfortunes.  It  still  works  evil  there  as  here,  and  that  it  must  do 
continually.  How  long  will  it  be  before  European  friendly  powers 
shall  discover  this  truth  ? 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  cfcc,  d:c. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,''  No.  1,  p.  115.] 

No.  130. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extracts.] 

Washington,  December  6, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy  of  the  papers 
relating  to  foreign  affairs  which  were  laid  before  Congress  with  the 
President's  message.  As  the  earliest  copies  did  not  come  from  the 
press  until  yesterday  afternoon,  I  have  not  had  time  to  do  more  than 
read  somewhat  hastily  that  part  of  the  correspondence  which  relates  to 
England  and  France. 

A  great  deal  of  the  space  devoted  to  both  countries  is  occupied  by 
the  negotiations  concerning  the  adherence  of  the  United  States  to  the 
declaration  of  Paris.     Mr.  Adams  writes  frequently  and    at  great 
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length  concerning  his  misapprehension  of  your  lordship's  intentions  as 
to  transferring  the  negotiation  to  Washington.  The  simple  explanation 
of  this  misapprehension  is,  that  Mr.  Seward  refused  to  see  the  dispatcli 
in  which  your  lordship's  proposals  were  made.  Your  lordship  will 
recollect  that  Mr.  Seward,  having  been  permitted  by  M.  Mercier  and 
me  to  read  and  consider  in  private  that  dispatch,  and  a  dispatch  of  a 
similar  tenor  from  the  government  of  France,  refused  to  receive  the 
formal  copies  we  were  instructed  to  plaee  in  his  hands,  or  to  take  any 
official  notice  of  their  contents.  The  English  dispatch  was,  however, 
subsequently  communicated  officially  by  your  lordship  to  Mr.  Adams, 
and  appears  at  page  110  of  the  printed  papers  inclosed  herewith. 

From  several  of  the  papers  now  published  it  appears  that  it  was  only 
an  act  of  common  prudence  on  the  part  of  the  governments  of  Great 
Britain  and  France  not  to  accept  the  accession  of  this  country  to  the 
declaration  of  Paris  without  stating  distinctly  what  obligations  they 
intended  by  doing  so  to  assume  with  regard  to  the  seceded  States. 
Little  doubt  can  remain,  after  reading  the  papers,  that  the  accession 
was  offered  solely  with  a  view  to  the  effect  it  would  have  on  the  pri- 
vateering operations  of  the  southern  States ;  and  that  a  refusal  on  the 
part  of  England  and  France,  after  having  accepted  the  accession,  to 
treat  the  southern  privateers  as  pirates,  would  have  been  made  a 
serious  grievance,  if  not  a  ground  of  quarrel. 

The  papers  on  this  subject  which  have  struck  me  as  most  worthy  of 
notice  will  be  found  at  pages  76,  77,  79, 186, 187, 194, 198,  202,  207. '  In 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton  of  the  22d  June,  which  appears 
at  page  186,  the  following  passage  occurs : 

"  We  shall  continue  to  regard  France  as  respecting  our  government 
until  she  practically  acts  in  violation  of  her  friendly  obligations  to  us, 
as  we  understand  them.  When  she  does  that,  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
inquire  whether,  if  we  accede  to  the  treaty  of  Paris,  she  could  after 
that  allow  pirates  upon  our  commerce  shelter  in  her  ports,  and  w^hat  our 
remedy  should  then  be.    We  have  no  fear  on  this  head." 

Your  lordship  will  find  at  page  51  extracts  from  the  menacing 
dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  which  was  mentioned  in  my 
dispatch  to  your  lordship  of  the  23d  May  last.  Your  lordship  is  aware 
that  it  is  supposed  that  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  was  originally  drawn 
up  in  still  stronger  terms. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Copies  of  Mr.  Seward's  note  to  me  of  the  8th  June,  1861,  appear  to 
have  been  sent  both  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Dayton,  in  order  to  dispel 
any  doubt  which  the  British  or  French  governments  might  entertain 
that  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  third  article  of  the  declaration  of 
Paris  on  maritime  law  would  be  observed  by  the  United  States  in  the 
present  civil  war.    (Pages  63  and  187.) 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1,  p.  114.] 

No.  128. 

Uarl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Foreign  Office,  December  20,  1861. 

My  Lobb  :  You  may  speak  to  Mr.  Seward  on  the  subject  of  letters  of 
marque. 
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Should  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  ever  unhappily  be  at  war 
against  each  other,  her  Majesty  will  be  ready  to  relinquish  her  preroga- 
tive, and  abolish  privateering  as  between  the  two  nations,  provided  the 
President  would  be  ready  to  make  a  similar  engagement  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. 
I  am.  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


[From  British  Blue  Blook,  <<  North  America/'  1862,  No.  3,  p.  28.] 

No.  42. 
JEarl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Foreign  Office,  December  24, 1861. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  omitted  at  the  proi)er  time  to  mention  to  you  that  the 
refusal  of  Mr.  Adams  to  sign  a  convention  respecting  the  declaration  of 
Paris,  with  my  declaration  attached  to  it,  was  approved  by  his  govern- 
ment. 

I  felt  no  doubt  it  would  be  so ;  but  the  communication  of  Mr.  Adams 
not  being  in  writing,  I  omitted  to  state  the  fact.  ^ 

I  am.  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

•  [Extract.] 

No.  132.]  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  20,  1862. 

8m:  •        .      •  •  *  •  * 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  even  in  the  midst  of  your  engrossing  occupa- 
tions you  find  sufficient  time  to  glance  at  the  report  of  the  debates  in 
Parliament  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  United  States,  and  more  espe- 
cially on  international  questions  of  rights  on  the  ocean  and  of  blockade 
in  time  of  war.  The  most  marked  indication  to  be  observed  is  the  gen- 
eral sense  of  uneasiness  at  the  change  operated  in  the  positioh  of  Great 
Britain  as  a  maritime  power  by  the  enlargement  gradually  making  of 
the  privileges  of  neutral  nations.  While  on  the  opposition  side  you  per- 
ceive a  distinct  disapproval  of  the  agreement  made  in  1856  at  Paris,  there 
is  equally  percei)tible  among  the  ministers  a  disposition  to  seize  the  first 
opportunity  to  annul  the  obUgations  which  it  has  been  thought  to  impose. 
The  remarks  of  Sir  George  Cornwall  Lewis  upon  the  eft'ect  of  war  upon 
the  measure,  regarded  merely  as  a  treaty  and  not  as  new  rules  incorpo- 
rated inlo  the  international  law,  are  fiiU  of  significance.  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  has  been  not  inappropriately  reminded  of  the  difference  between  the 
tone  of  his  speech  at  Liverpool  in  1856  and  of  that  in  the  late  debate,  whilst 
even  Lord  Bussell  is  quoted  as  having  expressed  the  opinion  that  some 
modification  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  would  seem  to  be  almost- indis- 
pensable. 

Such  are  the  immediate  effects  of  that  which,  at  first  blush,  appeared 
to  these  enlightened  gentlemen  a  great  triumph  in  the  case  of  the  Trent. 
Such  are  the  consequences  of  reftising  to  accept  the  adhesion  of  the 
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United  States  to  the  declaration  of  Paris  from  an  over-zealons  desire  to 
escape  the  effect  of  a  precipitate  admission  of  belligerent  rights.  Soth 
of  these  events  have  brought  vividly  to  their  observation  the  considera- 
tion of  the  position  of  Great  Britain  in  the  contingency  of  a  war  on  the 
ocean.  Like  the  dog  in  the  fable,  in  snatching  at  the  shadow,  they  find 
they  have  lost  the  solid  meat.  A  conflict  with  the  United  States  would, 
as  things  are  now,  at  once  transfer  the  whole  carrying  trade  of  Great 
Britain  into  the  hands  of  the  neutral  nations  of  the  continent  of  Europe. 
It  is  now  becoming  plain  that,  without  tiie  additional  provision  first  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Marcy,  English  interests  on  the  sea  are  in  great  jeopardy 
in  time  of  war,  and  yet  that,  with  the  admission  of  it,  the  control  of  tiie 
ocean  is  forever  lost.  Whichever  way  they  look  there  is  diflBculty.  Self- 
interest  being  the  cardinal  point  of  the  policy  they  seek  to  pursue,  it  is 
plain  that  the  adoption  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  is  a  sacrifice  of  which 
they  are  beginning  to  repent.  Not  the  least  remarkable  among  the 
admissions  made  in  this  debate  is  that  which  specifies  the  danger  of  a 
war  with  the  United  States  in  the  event  of  a  x)ersistence  in  their  former 
doctrine  respecting  the  cargoes  of  neutral  ships,  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
test with  Eussia,  as  having  been  the  main  cause  that  prompted  the  con- 
cessions in  that  declaration.  Thus  it  would  seem  that  the  idea  of  the 
growing  power  of  the  United  States  as  one  nation  is  everywhere  present 
to  their  imaginations  as  the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  continued 
domination  of  the  sea.  Can  it  be  wondered  at  if,  imder  these  circum- 
stances, the  notion  of  a  permanent  separation  of  this  power  into  two 
parts,  one  of  which  can  be  played  off  against  the  other,  were  not  alto- 
gether unwelcome  to  their  hearts  ? 

To  considerations  of  a  similar  kind  are  we  indebted  for  the  security 
that  has  been  afforded  to  us  in  our  present  contest  against  interference 
with  the  blockade.  That  there  has  been  and  still  is  a  very  strong  incli- 
nation in  the  country  to  get  rid  of  it  is  unquestionable.  That  but  for  its 
unavoidable  connection  with  possibilities  of  consequences  in  other  and 
not  very  remote  complications,  an  attempt  of  the  kind  would  have  been 
made,  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe.  The  argument  that  has  over- 
borne all  these  tendencies  is  drawn  fix)m  the  fear  that  such  a  step  would 
only  lead  in  the  same  direction  with  the  preceding  ones  taken  at  Paris- 
It  would  ultimately  deprive  Britannia  of  her  power  longer  to  rule  the 
waves.  The  ^^  entente  cardialeP  with  Prance  is  not  yet  hearty  enough  to 
make  such  a  result  altogether  acceptable  even  to  the  fancy.  Neither  are 
the  relations  with  Eussia  so  friendly  as  to  render  a  voluntary  release  of 
the  main  instrument  to  keep  her  in  check  a  proposition  to  be  entertained 
with  favor.  For  these  reasons  no  countenance  will  be  given  to  any 
remonstrance  against  our  blockade;  neither  will  the  general  reasoning 
of  Mr.  Cobden,  in  favor  of  limiting  the  right  of  blockade,  fijid  much 
response  among  people  in  authority.  Even  the  admissions  rendered 
necessary  to  establish  a  position  in  reclaiming  the  rebel  emissaries  on 
board  the  Trent  will  be  limited,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  shut  the  door  against 
further  concessions. 

It  will  then  continue  to  depend  upon  the  degree  of  concert  established 
among  those  nations  of  the  world  which  have  ever  upheld  neutral  rights, 
whether  any  real  advance  be  made  in  the  recognized  doctrines  of  inter- 
national law  or  not,  just  as  it  has  done  in  pre>ceding  times.  Great  Britain 
will  concede  only  from  a  conviction  that  such  a  course  is  the  safest  for 
herself.  The  remedy  for  other  countries  is  obvious.  It  is  to  unite  in  the 
labor  of  raising  the  obligations  of  specific  contracts  to  the  level  of  per- 
manent international  law,  and  to  enforce  the  observation  of  a  consistent 
system  of  policy  upon  any  single  power  whenever  it  may  venture  to  set 
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up  the  promptlDgs  of  its  immediate  interest  as  the  only  rule  of  action  it 
thinks  proper  to  abide  by. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKAl^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Sewajbd, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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MISSION. 
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No.  22. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  BtisselL 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  July  8, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  copy  of  a  dispatch  by 
vLich  I  have  ijistructed  Mr.  Bunch,  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston, 
to  take  measures  for  obtaining  a  satisfiietory  declaration  from  the 
southern  government  on  the  subject  of  the  maritime  rights  of  neutrals. 

I  drew  up  these  instructions  in  concert  with  M.  Mercier,  and  he  sent 
by  the  same  messenger  similar  instructions  to  M.  Durand  de  St.  Andr^, 
the  French  acting  consul  at  Charleston. 


[IncloBure.] 

Lord  Lyons  to  Consul  Bunch, 

Washington,  July  5, 1861. 

8iE :  The  course  of  events  having  invested  the  States  assuming  the 
title  of  the  Confederate  States  of  -Ajuerica  with  the  character  of  bellig- 
erents, it  has  become  necessary  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  obtain 
from  the  existing  government  in  those  States  securities  concerning  the 
proper  treatment  of  neutrals. 

I  am  authorized  by  Lord  John  Eussell  to  confide  the  negotiation  on 
this  matter  to  you ;  and  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  doing  so.  In  order 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government,  I 
transmit  to  you  a  duplicate  of  a  dispatch  to  me  in  which  they  are  fully 
8tated.» 

It  is  essential,  under  present  circumstances,  that  you  should  act  with 
great  caution,  in  order  to  avoid  raising  the  question  of  the  recognition  of 
the  new  confederation  by  Great  Britain.  On  this  account,  I  think  it 
onadvisable  that  you  should  go  to  Eichmond,  or  place  yourself  in  direct 
communication  with  the  central  authority  which  is  established  there. 

The  most  convenient  course  will,  probably,  be  for  you  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  intercourse  which  you  naturally  hold  with  Mr.  Pickens,  the 
governor  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.    I  cannot  doubt  that  if  you 

*For  this  dispatch  see  inclosnre  with  dispatch  of  Lord  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley  of 
■ay  16, 1861,  printed  under  head  of  "Declaration  of  Paris,  with  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch 
to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  39,  September  7, 1861." 
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explain,  verbally,  to  Mr,  Pickens  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government, 
he  will  have  no  difficulty  in  inditcing  the  government  at  RlchmoDd  to 
recognize,  by  an  official  act,  the  rights  secured  to  neutrals  by  the  second 
and  third  articles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  and  to  admit  its  own 
responsibility  for  the  acts  Of  privateers  sailing  under  its  letters  of 
marque. 

The  most  perfect  accord  on  this  question  exists  between  her  Majesty's 
government  and  the  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French ;  and 
instructions  corresponding  to  these  are  sent  to-day  by  the  Emperort 
minister  here  to  the  French  consul  at  Charleston.  You  will  accordingly 
enter  into  the  frankest  communication  with  your  French  colleague  on 
the  subject,  and  will  be  careful  to  act  in  strict  concert  with  him. 
I  am,  &c., 

LYOXS. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America, "  No.  3, 1862,  p.  15.] 

Xo.  23. 

Lord  J.  Btissell  to  Lord  Lyons, 

FoBEiaN  Office,  July  24, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  Stlji  instant,  and  I 
have  to  state  to  your  lordship  that  1  approve  the  instructions  which  you 
have  addressed  to  Mr.  Bunch  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  declara- 
tion from  the  government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  maritime  rights  of  neutrals. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


^From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,'^  No.  3, 1862,  p.  17.] 

Ko.  27. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  BusselL 
fExtract.] 

Washington,  August  2, 1861. 

I  am  informed  by  a  note  from  Mr.  Consul  Bunch,  dated  the  22d  ultimo, 
which  reached  me  yesterday,  that  he  received,  on  the  19th  ultimo,  my 
instructions  to  endeavor  to  obtain  from  the  southern  government  a 
declaration  on  the  subject  of  maritime  rights.  Copies  of  those  instruc- 
tions were  transmitted  to  your  lordship  with  my  dispatch  of  the  8th 
ultimo. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  Noriih  America, »  1862,  No.  4,  p.  6.] 

No.  6. 
Consul  Bunch  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Chableston,  August  5, 1861. 

Mr.  Bunch  presents  his  compliments  to  her  Majesty's  undersecretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and  takes  leave  to  inclose  to  him  herewith 
certain  letters  wMch  are  intended  for  the  post. 
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They  are  principally  letters  of  servants,  governesses,  &c.,  (British 
subjects,)  which,  owing  to  the  discontinuance  of  the  post,  they  are  unable 
to  send  in  any  other  way.  Some  also  contain  dividends,  the  property  of 
British  subjects,  which  they  could  scarcely  receive  withput  Mi\  Bunch's 
intervention. 

3Ir.  Bunch  hopes  that  there  is  no  irregularity  in  this  proceeding.  Ko 
expense  of  postage  is  incurred  by  the  Foreign  Office,  as  the  bag  in  which 
the  letters  are  contained  goes  by  a  private  hand  to  Liverpool. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p.  1.] 

No.  1.' 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell, 

WASHiNaTON,  Augmt  16, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  a  correspondence 
which  I  have  had  with  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Edwards,  who  is  conducting  the 
affairs  of  the  consulate  at  Kew  York,  Mr.  Consul  Ai'chibald  being  at 
this  moment,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  too  unwell  to  attend  to  business. 

The  inclosed  papers  relate  to  the  arrest  at  New  York  of  Mr.  Eoberi: 
Mure,  a  gentleman  charged  by  Mr.  Consul  Bunch  with  dispatches  for 
your  lordship. 

Mr.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State,  sent  for  me  this  morning,  and 
told  me  that,  having  received  information  that  Mr.  Kobert  Mure  was 
carrying  dispatehes  from  the  rebel  government  to  the  southern  commis- 
sioners in  Europe,  he  had  given  orders  that  he  should  be  arrested,  and 
that  the  papers  found  upon  him  should  be  sent  to  Washington.  Among 
the  things  which  had,  in  consequence,  been  sent  here,  were,  Mr.  Seward 
went  on  to  say,  a  canvas  bag  addressed  to  your  lordship,  and  bearing 
the  seal  of  the  consulate  at  Charleston ;  a  passport  from  JVfr.  Consid 
Bunch,  designating  Mr.  Mure  as  bearer  of  dispatches;  and  an  open  let- 
ter of  instructions  concerning  the  dispatches. 

Mr.  Seward  then  informed  me  that  he  should  send  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity a  special  messenger  to  your  lordship  with  the  bag,  the  passport, 
and  the  instructions,  and  that  he  should  direct  Mr.  Adams  to  explain  to 
you  the  circumstances  under  which  the  messenger  had  been  arrested 
and  the  bag  taken  from  him. 

I  said  to  Mr.  Seward  that,  as  he  had  determined  to  lay  the  matter 
himself  before  your  lordship,  I  would  abstain  from  making  any  observa- 
tions upon  it. 

Mr.  Seward  seemed  to  hold,  in  the  first  place,  that  a  consul  was  not 
entitled  to  issue  passports  such  as  that  given  to  Mr.  Miu'e ;  and  secondly, 
that  the  passport  wiis  invalid,  because  the  regulation  requiring  it  to  be 
countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  Stjite  had  not  been  complied  with. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  bag  will  be  delivered  to  your  lordship  with 
the  seals  unbroken. 

Mr.  Seward  showed  me  the  passport  and  the  instructions  given  by  Mr. 
Bunch,  and  he  read  me  a  letter  from  the  chief  of  the  police  at  New  York, 
it  appeared  that  about  two  hundred  private  letters  addressed  to  private 
persons  in  Europe  had  been  found  in  Mr.  Mure's  possession.  These  had 
not  all  been  examined.  It  seemed,  however,  that  nothing  objectionable 
had  yet  been  found,  except  several  copies  of  a  pamphlet  containing  the 
southern  account  of  the  battle  of  Bull's  Eun. 
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I  have  directed  the  vice-consul  at  New  York  to  watch  the  proceedings 
carefully,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any  foundation  for 
the  charge  that  Mr.  Eobert  Mure  was  carrying  dispatches  from  the  so- 
called  confederate  government. 

Mr.  Robert  Mure  is,  I  understand,  a  brother  of  Mr.  William  Mure,  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  iNew  Orleans.    He  appears  to  be  a  Scotchman  by 
birth,  but  to  have  become  a  naturalized  American  citizen. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYOIirS. 


[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 

Vice-Cofisul  Edwards  to  Lord  Lyons. 

New  York,  August  14, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Mr.  Robert  Mure,  bearer  of 
a  bag  of  dispatches  from  Mr.  Consul  Bunch  at  Charleston,  addressed  to 
her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  lor  foreign  affaii*s,  ha«  been  arrested  this 
morning  by  the  police,  when  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  Liverpool  in  the 
steamship  Africa,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  at  Washington,  upon  suspicion  of  carrying  dispatches  from  the  de 
facto  authorities  in  the  southern  States. 

Having  elicited  from  Mr.  Mure,  in  a  private  conversation,  tha^ 
although  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  he  is  a  naturalized  American  citizen,  I 
have  thought  best  not  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  further  than  to  request 
that  the  dispatches  above  referred  to  should  be  delivered  to  me  for  trans- 
mission to  their  destination.  This  request  has,  however,  been  refused 
by  the  police  authorities  until  the  receipt  of  instructions  by  them  from 
the  State  Department. 
I  have,  &c., 

PIERREPOINT  EDWARDS. 


[Inclosare  No.  2.] 

Lord  Lyons  'to  Vice- Consul  Edwards, 

Washington,  August  15, 1861. 

Sm :  I  have  received  this  morning  your  dispatch  of  yesterday,  inform- 
ing me  that  Mr.  Robert  Mure,  bearer  of  a  bag  of  dispatches  from  Mr. 
Consul  Bunch  to  Lord  John  Russell,  has  been  arrested  at  New  York. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Mure  is  a  naturalized  American  citizen,  and  there- 
fore, as  at  present  informed,  I  approve  of  your  ha\ing  not  interfered  in 
the  matter  ftirther  than  by  requesting  that  the  dispatehes  for  Lord  John 
Russell  should  be  delivered  to  you. 

I  wish,'  however,  to  know  whether  Mr.  Mure  had  a  passport  from  Mr. 
Bunch,  or  any  otlier  British  authority,  and  if  so,  whether  it  was  stated 
on  the  face  of  it  that  he  was  charged  with  dispatches. 

I  beg  you  to  inform  me  by  telegraph  of  the  determination  to  which 
the  authorities  may  come  with  regard  to  giving  up  the  dispatches. 
I  am,  &c., 

LYONS. 
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[Inclosure  No.  3.  ] 

Lord  Lyons  to  Vice- Consul  Edwards. 

Washington,  August  16, 1861. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  dispatch  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  has  under- 
taken to  forward  to  Earl  Eussell,  without  delay,  the  bag  of  dispatches 
taken  from  Mr.  Robert  Mure. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  also  shown  me  the  passport  and  instruc- 
tions with  which  Mr.  Mure  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Consul  Bunch.  It  will, 
therefore,  be  unnecessary  for  you  to  make  any  further  inquiries  respect- 
ing them. 

1  wish  you  to  watch  the  proceedings  against  Mr.  Mure  very  carefully, 
and  to  keep  me  regularly  informed  concerning  them.  I  particularly 
desire  to  ascertain  whether  any  proof  is  found  of  the  charge  on  which 
Mr.  Mure  has  been  arrested — that  of  carrying  dispatches  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

LYO^S. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  " North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  22.] 

ISTo.  34. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  BusseU, 

[Exttact.1 

Washington,  Aug^ist  16, 1861. 

A  paragraph  apx>ears  this  morning  in  the  Baltimore  newspaper  the 
Sun,  which  is  generally  well  informed  on  southern  matters,  stating 
that  '<  the  confederate  congress  has  accepted  by  resolution  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  clauses  of  the  declaration  of  Paris. " 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Uo.  63.]  DEPAET3IENT  OF  STATE, 

Washi7igton,  August  17, 1861. 

Sir:  Alexander  Schultz,  a  si)ecial  messenger,  will  deliver  to  you 
this  dispatch,  together  with  a  bag  containing  papers  addressed  to  Lord 
John  liussell. 

On  the  13th  instant  I  was  advised  by  a  telegram  from  Cincinnati  that 
Bohert  Mure,  of  Charleston,  was  on  his  way  to  New  York  to  embark  at 
that  port  for  England,  and  that  he  was  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  the 
Qsorping  insurrectionary  authorities  of  liichmond  to  Earl  Kussell. 
Other  information  bore  that  he  was  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  the 
«ame  authorities  to  their  agents  in  London.  Information  from  various 
«onrces  agreed  in  the  fact  that  he  was  traveling  under  a  passport  from 
the  British  consul  at  Charleston. 

U\H>i\  this  information  I  directed  the  police  at  !N'ew  York  to  detain  Mr. 
H\ure,  and  any  papers  which  might  be  found  in  his  possession,  until  I 
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should  give  further  directions.  He  was  so  detained,  and  he  is  now  in 
custody  at  Fort  Lafayette,  awaiting  fiQl  disclosures.  In  his  possession 
were  found  seventy  letters,  four  of  which  were  unsealed  and  sixty-six 
sealed.  There  was  also  found  in  his  possession  a  sealed  bag  marked 
"Foreign  Office,  3,"  with  two  labels,  as  follows:  "On  Her  Brit.  Maj. 
service.  The  Kight  Honorable  the  Lord  John  Bussell,  M.  P.,  &c.,  &c., 
&c.  Dispatches  in  charge  of  Robert  Mure,  Esq,"  signed  Robert  Bunch. 
"  On  Her  Brit.  Maj.  service.  The  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  John  Kos- 
sell,  M.  P.,  H.  B.  M.'s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs, 
Foreign  Office,  London,  R.  Bunch.''  The  bag  bears  two  impressions  of 
the  seal  of  office  of  the  British  consul  at  Charleston,  and  seems  to  con- 
tain voluminous  papers. 

There  were  also  found  upon  Mr.  Mure's  person,  in  an  open  envelope, 
what  pretends  to  be  a  passport,  in  the  following  words.    (See  Annex  A.) 

Also  a  letter  of  introduction,  which  is  as  follows.    (See  Annex  B-) 

There  were  also  found  several  unsealed  copies  of  a  printed  pamphlet, 
entitled  "  A  narrative  of  the  Battles  of  BuU  Run  and  Manassas  Junc- 
tion, July  18th  and  21st.  Accounts  of  the  advance  of  both  armies,  the 
battles  and  rout  of  the  enemy,  compiled  chiefly  from  the  detailed  reports 
of  the  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  press.  Charleston,  Steam  Power 
Presses  of  Evans  &  Coggswell,  No.  3  Broad,  and  103  East  Bay  streets, 
1861." 

This  pamphlet  is  manifestly  an  argument  for  the  disunion  of  the 
United  States.  Several  copies  of  it  were  found  addressed  to  persons  in 
England. 

The  marks  and  outward  appearance  of  the  bag  indicate  that  its  con- 
tents are  exclusively  legitimate  communications  from  the  British  consul 
at  Charleston  to  H.  B.  M.'s  government.  Nevertheless,  I  have  what 
seem  to  be  good  reasons  for  supposing  that  they  may  oe. treasonable 
papers,  designed  and  gotten  up  to  aid  parties  engaged  in  arms  for  the 
overthrow  of  this  government  and  the  dissolution  of  the  Union.  These 
reasons  are :  Ist.  That  I  can  hardly  conceive  that  there  can  be  any  occa- 
sion for  such  very  voluminous  communications  of  a  legitimate  nature 
being  made  by  the  consul  at  Charleston  to  his  government  at  the  present 
time.  This  circumstance,  however,  is  admitted  to  be  very  inconclusive. 
2d.  Consuls  have  no  authority  to  issue  passports,  the  granting  of 
them  being,  as  I  understand,  not  a  consular  but  a  diplomatic  function. 
Passports,  however,  have,  in  other  times,  been  habitually  granted  by 
foreign  consuls  residing  in  the  United  States.  But  soon  after  the  insur- 
rection broke  out  in  the  southern  States  a  regulation  was  made  by  this 
department,  which  I  have  excellent  means  of  knowing  was  communi- 
cated to  the  British  consul  at  Charleston,  to  the  effect  that,  until  further 
orders,  no  diplomatic  or  consular  passports  would  be  recognized  by  this 
government,  so  far  as  to  permit  the  bearer  to  pass  through  the  lines  of 
the  national  forces  or  out  of  the  country  unless  it  shoiHd  be  counter- 
signed by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  commanding  general  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Mure  had  passed  the  lines  of  the  army, 
and  was  in  the  act  of  leaving  the  United  States  in  open  violation  of  this 
regulation.  Moreover,  the  bearer  of  the  papers,  Robert  Mure,  is  a  nat- 
uralized citizen  of  the  United  States,  has  resided  here  thirty  years,  and 
is  a  colonel  in  th^  insurgent  military  forces  of  South  Carolina.  3cL  If 
the  papers  contained  in  the  bag  are  not  illegal  in  their  nature  or  pur- 
pose, it  is  not  seen  why  their  safe  transmission  was  not  secured,  as  it 
might  have  been,  by  exposing  them  in  some  way  to  Lord  Lyons,  British 
minister  residing  at  this  capital,  whose  voucher  for  their  propriety,  as 
Mr.  Bunch  must  well  know,  would  exempt  them  from  all  scrutiny  or  sus- 
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picion.  4th.  The  congnFa  letter  to  the  bearer  of  dispatches  attaches  an 
nnusaal  importance  to  the  papers  in  question,  while  it  expresses  great 
impatience  for  their  immediate  conveyance  to  their  destination,  and  an 
nndne  anxiety  lest  they  might,  by  some  accident,  come  under  the  notice 
of  this  government,  6th.  The  bearer  is  proved  to  be  disloyal  to  the 
United  States  by  the  pamphlet  and  the  letters  found  in  his  possession. 

I  have  examined  many  of  the  papers  fbund  upon  the  person  of  Mr. 
Miuje,  and  I  find  them  fiill  of  treasonable  information,  and  clearly  writ- 
ten for  treasonable  purposes.  These,  I  think,  will  be  deemed  sufficient 
grounds  for  desiring  the  scrutiny  of  the  papers  and  surveillance  of  the 
bearer  on  my  j)art. 

Comity  towards  the  British  government,  together  with  a  perfect  con- 
fidence in  its  justice  and  honor,  as  well  as  its  friendship  towards  the 
United  States,  to  say  nothing  of  a  sense  of  propriety,  which  I  could  not 
dismiss,  have  prevented  me  from  entertaining  for  a  moment  the  idea  of 
breaking  the  seals,  which  I  have  so  much  reason  to  believe  were  put  ujwn 
the  consular  bag  to  save  it  from  my  inspection,  while  the  bearer  himself 
might  remove  them  on  his  arrival  in  London,  after  which  he  might  con- 
vey the  papers,  if  trea^sonable,  to  the  agents  of  the  insurgents,  now 
understood  to  be  residing  in  several  of  the  capitals  in  Europe. 

I  will  not  say  that  I  have  established  the  fact  that  the  papers  in  ques- 
tion are  treasonable  in  their  nature,  and  are  made  with  purposes  hostile 
and  dangerous  to  this  country.  But  I  confess  I  fear  they  are  so,  and  I 
apprehend  either  that  they  are  guilty  dispatches -to  the  agents  of  dis- 
union, or  else  that,  if  they  are  really  addressed  to  the  British  government, 
Ibey  are  papers  prepared  by  traitors  in  the  insurrectionary  States,  with 
a  view  to  apply  to  the  British  government  for  some  advantage  and 
assistance  or  countenance  from  that  government  injurious  to  the  United 
States  and  subversive  of  their  sovereignty.  Of  course,  I  need  hardly 
say  that  I  disclaim  any  thought  that  Earl  Bussell  has  any  knowledge  of 
the  |>apers  or  of  their  being  sent,  or  that  I  have  any  belief  or  fear  that 
the  British  government  would,  in  any  way,  receive  the  papers  if  they 
are  illegal  in  their  character,  or  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the  United 
States.  It  is  important  however,  to  this  government  that  whatever 
mischief,  if  any,  may  be  lurking  in  the  transaction,  be  counteracted  and 
prevented. 

I  have,  therefore,  upon  due  consideration  of  the  case,  concluded  to 
send  the  bag  by  a  special  messenger,  who  will  deliver  it  into  your  care, 
and  to  instruct  you  to  see  that  it  is  delivered  accdrdingly  to  its  address 
in  exactly  the  condition  in  which  you  receive  it 

You  will  also  make  known  to  the  Earl  Bussell  the  causes  and  the  cir- 
eomstances  of  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Mr.  Mure  and  his  pai>ers, 
adding  the  assurance  that  this  government  deeply  regrets  that  it  has 
become  necessary ;  and  that  it  wOl  be  very  desirous  to  excuse  the  brief 
intermption  of  the  correspondence  of  the  British  consul,  if  it  is  indeed 
innocent,  and  will  endeavor,  in  that  case,  to  render  any  lurther  satisfac- 
tion which  may  be  justly  required.  On  the  other  hand^  you  wOl,  in  such 
terms  as  you  shall  find  most  suitable  and  proper,  intunate  that  if  the 
papers  in  question  shall  prove  to  be  treasonable  against  the  United 
States,  I  exi)ect  they  will  be  delivered  up  to  you  for  the  use  of  this  gov- 
ernment, and  that  her  British  M^yesty's  consul  at  Charleston  will,  in 
that  case,  be  promptly  made  to  feel  the  severe  displeasure  of  the  gov- 
ernment which  employs  him,  since  there  can  be  no  greater  crime  against 
society  than  a  x>erversion  by  the  agent  of  one  government  of  the  hospi- 
tality afforded  to  him  by  another,  to  designs  against  its  safety,  dignity, 
and  honor. 

9  Jl  0— vol.  I 
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I  think  it  preper  to  say  that  1  have  apprised  Lord  Lyons  of  this  trans- 
action, and  of  the  general  character  of  this  letter,  while  he  is  not  in  any- 
way compromised  by  any  assent  given  to  my  proceedings,  or  by  any 
opinion  expressed  by  him  or  asked  from  him. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant. 


Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  &€..  &c.^  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


•     A. 

No.  121. 

Passport 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consulate, 

North  and  South  Carolina. 

We,  Eobert  Bunch,  esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  for  the  States 
of  North  and  South  Carolina,  &c.,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  bearer,  Mr. 
Bobert  Mure,  is  a  British  merchant  residing  in  Charleston,  and  that  he 
proceeds  hence  to  New  York  and  Liverpool,  charged  with  dispatches  on 
her  Majesty's  service  from  us  to  the  Lord  John  Eussell,  her  M^esty's 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs.  We  therefore  request 
that  he  may  be  permitted  to  pass  freely,  and  that  he  may  receive  all 
proper  protection  and  assistance  in  virtue  of  his  employment  by  us. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal  of  office  at  the  city  of  Charleston  the 
7th  day  of  August,  1861. 

EOBEET  BUNCH, 
Her  Majesty's  Consul. 

B. 
Consul  Bunch  to  Mr,  Mure, 

Charleston,  August  7, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  herewith  a  bag  of  dispatches  addressed  to  Lord 
John  Bussell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs, 
.  which  I  beg  you  to  tjonvey,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  Liverpool. 
Should  you,  upon  reaching  that  port,  not  proceed  immediately  to  Lon- 
don, you  will  be  so  good  as  to  deliver  the  bag  to  her  M^yesty's  postmas- 
ter at  Liverpool,  with  the  request  that  he  wUl  forward  it  at  once  to  the 
Foreign  Office. 

I  beg  to  impress  upon  you  that  these  dispatches  are  of  the  greatest 
importence,  and  I  would  suggest  that  you  should  keep  them  by  you  as 
much  as  possible,  not  allowing  them  to  get  into  your  luggage. 

In  the  improbable  event  of  your  being  detained  on  your  road  to  New 
York  by  any  authority  of  the  United  States,  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
bag  being  delivered  to  an  officer  of  rank,  upon  his  giving  a  receipt  for 
it,  and  promising  to  have  it  delivered  to  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Wash- 
ington.   But  I  can  scarcely  suppose  the  possibility  of  your  detention. 

Should  you  unfortunately  be  detained  in  New  York  by  illness  or  other- 
wise, the  bag  may  be  delivered  to  her  Majesty's  consul,  with  the  request 
that  he  will  forward  it.    But  I  prefer  that  it  should  go  with  you. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  and  pleasant  journey,  I  am,  &;c., 

EOBEBT  BUNCH. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Fo.  64.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtofij  August  17, 1861. 

Sir:  Among  the  letters  found  on  the  person  of  Robert  Mure,  men- 
tioned in  my  dispatch  No.  63,  of  this  date,  there  are  many  which  more 
or  less  directly  implicate  Mr.  Bobert  Bunch,  the  British  consul  at 
Charleston,  as  a  conspirator  against  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  one  of  them : 

^<  Mr.  B.,  on  oath  of  secrecy,  communicated  to  me  also  that  the  first 
step  to  recognition  was  taken.    He  and  Mr.  Belligny  together  sent  Mr. 

Trescot  to  Richmond  yesterday,  to  ask  Jeflf.  Davis,  president,  to 

the  treaty  of to the  neutral  flag  covering  neutral  goods  to 

be  respected.    This  is  the  first  step  of  direct  treating  with  our  govern- 
ment, so  prepare  for  active  business  by  January  l.'^ 

You  will  submit  this  information  to  the  British  government,  and 
request  that  Mr.  Bunch  may  be  removed  from  his  office,  saying  that  this 
government  will  grant  an  exequatur  to  any  person  who  may  be  appointed 
to  fill  it,  who  will  not  pervert  his  functions  to  hostilities  against  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  c£e.,  &c,  &c. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p.  2.] 

No,  2. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  August  19, 1861. 

Mr.  Seward  sends  the  bag  taken  from  Mr.  Mure  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
directs  him  to  cause  it  to  be  delivered  to  your  lordship.  I  am  conHdent 
that  it  contains  nothing  to  which  reasonable  objection  could  be  made 
by  the  United  States  government.  Mr.  Bunch  has,  indeed,  very  proba- 
bly transmitted  in  it  to  your  lordship  papers  which  miglit,  per  se,  be 
treasonable  in  Mr.  Seward's  eyes.  Such,  for  instance,  might  be  procla- 
mations of  the  president  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  proceedings 
of  the  legislature  at  Richmond,  and  similar  documents  which  it  would 
be  Mr.  Bunch's  duty  to  transmit  to  his  government  for  their  own  infor- 
mation. The  present  condition  of  the  southern  States  renders  it,  of 
course,  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  protection  of  her  Majesty's  subjects, 
that  her  Majesty's  consuls  should  be  in  communication  with  the  de  facto 
authorities.  The  bag,  therefore,  may  very  well  contain  reports  from  Mr. 
Bunch  of  communications  with  those  authorities,  on  the  maritime  rights  of 
neutrals,  the  securing  her  Majesty's  subjects  from  compulsory  enlistment, 
and  similar  matters.  But  £  feel  quite  sure  that  Mr.  Bunch  would  not 
make  a  bag  addressed  to  your  lordship  a  vehicle  for  forwarding  the 
correspondence  of  the  southern  government,  or  any  papers  of  an  improper 
character. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Seward,  in  his  dispatch  to  Mr.  Adams, 
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for  suspecting  that  Mr.  Bunch's  bag  contains  treasonable  papers,  do  not 
appear  to  m6  to  be  by  any  means  conclusive. 

That  Mr.  Bunch  should,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  provide  a 
person  to  whom  he  intrusted  dispatches  with  a  passport,  was  a  matter 
of  common  prudence.  It  was,  of  course,  impossible  for  him  at  Charles- 
ton to  have  the  passport  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  United 
States.  I  do  not,  indeed,  suppose  Mr.  Seward  to  hold,  as  a  general  rule, 
that  any  passport  is  necessary  to  enable  a  person  to  travel  in  this  coun- 
try, or  to  quit  it  I  C(»ceive  that  he  maintains  only  that  a  passport  does 
not  afford  any  special  protection  to  the  bearer  of  it,  unless  it  be  counter- 
signed by  the  United  States  authorities. 

It  is  not  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Bunch  should  not  have  sent  the  bag 
in  the  first  instance  to  this  legation.  The  gentleman  charged  with  it 
could  not  have  come  to  Washington  without  deviating  fipom  his  route  to 
New  York,  and  incurring  delay. 

So  far  as  I  recollect  from  once  reading  them,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
unsealed  instructions  given  by  Mr.  Buneh  to  Mr.  Mure  express  undue 
anxiety  lest  the  bag  might  come  under  the  notice  of  this  govemm^it. 
Indeed,  if  I  remember  right,  Mr.  Mure  was  authorized  by  them,  if  he 
should  be  himself  detained,  to  give  up  tiie  bag  to  any  commissioned  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States  to  be  forwarded  to  this  legation. 

On  the  questions  of  principle  involved  in  this  matter,  I  am  not  called 
upon  to  express  an  opinion.  It  is  right,  however,  that  I  should  say  that, 
although  I  conceive  Mr.  Seward's  suspicions  to  be  entirely  unfounded,  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt  that  they  are  sincerely  entertained  by  him.  I 
think,  too,  that  having  been  led  to  take  the  strong  measure  of  arresting 
the  messenger  and  seizing  the  dispatches,  he  has  been  very  anxious  to 
manifest  in  the  subsequent  proceedings  respect  and  courtesy  towards 
her  Majesty's  government. 

P.  S. — I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Robert  Mure  is  a  cousin,  and  not.  as  I 
incorrectly  stated  in  my  dispatch  of  the  16th  instant,  a  brother  or  Mr. 
William  Mure,  her  Msgesty's  consul  at  New  Orleans. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p.  7.] 

No.  7. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell 

[EiXtiact.} 

Washington,  August  23, 1861. 

With  reference  to  my  dispatch  of  the  16th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
1x)  inclose  an  extract  from  the  New  York  Tribune  of  the  day  before  yes- 
terday, which  purports  to  publish  a  part  of  the  correspondence  siezed 
upon  Mr.  Bob^  Mure. 

I  inclose  also  an  article  from  the  New  York  Herald  of  yesterday,  com* 
menting  upon  a  passage  relating  a  conversation  with  ^^Mr.  B.,"  by  which 
designation  the  writer  is  supposed  to  indicate  Mr.  Consul  Bunch.  The 
^'Mr.  Buligny"  mentioned  is  no  doubt  M.  BouUgny,  the  French  consul. 
The  assertions  attributed  to  ^'Mr.  B."  are  such  as  to  show  that  if  the 
writer  really  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Consul  Bunch,  he  must  either 
have  misunderstood  what  was  said,  or  intentionally  misstated  it. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  dear  that  Mr.  Bobert  Mure,  in  taking 
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charge  of  the  letters  which  have  been  seized,  abased  Mr.  Banch's  confi- 
dence, for  Mr.  Banch  had  jwsitive  instructions  from  me  not  to  forward 
himself  any  letters  alluding  to  military  or  x)olitical  events,  excepting 
letters  to  or  from  British  officials.  He  had  equally  positive  instructions 
from  me  that  care  should  be  taken  that  no  person  bearing  a  passi>ort 
£rom  a  British  consulate,  stating  him  to  be  charged  with  dispatches, 
should  convey  any  letters  not  intrusted  to  him  by  tiie  consul  himself. 


[Inclosnre  No.  1. — ^Extract  from  the  New  York  Tribune  of  Angoat  21, 1861.] 

THE  ABSEST  OF  MB.  MUIB. 

When  Muir  of  South  Carolina  was  diverted  from  the  gang-plank  of 
the  Persia  to  the  inn  kept  by  stout  Martin  Burke  for  the  political  refresh- 
ment of  rebels,  known  as  Fort  Lafayette,  his  baggage,  of  course,  was 
taken  out  of  the  ship,  and  went  into  the  curious  keeping  of  government 
officials.  A  detective,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  many  favors,  has 
furnished  us  with  copies  of  some  of  tiiie  correspondence  found  in  Muir's 
trunk. 

•  •  •  •  #  •  •  #  #* 

Another  mercantile  letter  from  Charleston,  written  by  copying  press 
so  illegibly  that  only  a  portion  of  it  could  be  deciphered,  and  the  signa- 
ture to  which  is  but  an  inky  "  quirl^''  speaks  just  enough  of  British 
recognition  of  rebels  to  stimulate  curiosity  and  make  us  wish  that  the 
writer  had  been  more  communicative.  Mr.  Trescott's  companion  to  Eich- 
mond  seems  to  have  been  a  Mr.  Bulligny  5  but  he  may  have  been  any- 
body whose  name  begins  with  "  B  '^  and  ends  with  "  y,"  "  g^^  or  "  j.''  An 
interesting  quality  in  this  epistle  is  that  it  enables  us  to  know  the  spirit 
of  Mr.  EusselPs  letter  to  the  London  Times,  descriptive  of  the  Bull  Eun 
battle^  and  teaches  us  that  this  gentleman  has  the  amiable  habit  of  treat- 
ing his  rebel  friends  to  private  copies  of  the  frin  he  makes  of  the  run- 
ning Yankees.    But  to  the  scrawl: 

*'*•  Mr.  B.  showed  me  confidentially  Mr.  Eussell's  letter  about  the  battle ; 
his  letter  beats  all  I  have  yet  seen  in  print  about  the  Yankees'  running. 
He  says  we  could  have  had  Washington  by  merely  asking. 

^^He  says  Lord  Lyons  had  an  inclination  to  ask  Mr.  Seward  Mf  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  had  not  the  belligerent  rights,  according 
to  his  notion,  he  would  certainly  admit  they  had  the  belligerent  power.' 
On  oath  of  secrecy  he  communicated  to  me  also  that  the  first  step  of 
recognition  was  taken.  He  and  Mr.  Bulligny  together  sent  Mr.  Trescott 
to  Eichmond  yesterday  to  ask  Jeff.  Davis,  president,  to  accept  the  treaty 
of  commerce,  to  accept  the  neutral  fiag  carrying  neutral  goods.  This  is 
the  first  step  of  direct  treating  with  our  government." 


[Inolosore  No.  2. — Extract  from  the  Kew  York  Herald  of  Angnut  22, 1861.] 
ENGLISH  NEUTBALITT— STABTLING  DEVELOPMENTS. 

Among  the  papers  said  to  be  found  on  the  rebel  emissary  Mure,  who 
was  arrested  just  as  he  was  taking  his  depailnre  for  England  in  the 
Persia,  is  the  following : 

^^  Mr.  B.  showed  me  confidentially  Mr.  Bussell's  letter  about  the  bat- 
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tie.  His  letter  beats  aU  I  have  yet  seen  in  print  about  the  Yankees 
running.    He  says  we  could  have  had  Washington  by  merely  asking. 

"  He  said  Lord  Lyons  had  an  inclination  to  ask  Mr.  Seward,  ^  if  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  had  not  the  belligerent  rights,  accord- 
ing to  his  notion,  he  would  certainly  admit  they  had  the  belligerent 
power,'  On  dkth  of  secresy  he  communicated  to  me  also  that  the  first 
step  of  recognition  was  t^en.  He  and  Mr.  Bouligny  together  sent 
Mr.  Trescott  to  Richmond  yesterday  to  ask  Jeff*.  Davis,  president,  to 
accept  the  treaty  of  commerce,  to  accept  the  neutral  flag  carrying  neu- 
tral goods.    This  is  the  first  step  of  direct  treating  with  our  government. 

"  If  prepared  for  active  business  by  1st  of  January,  you  may  rely  on 
all  going  right. 

"  Crops  good  and  fine.  There  is  more  corn  made  than  ever  known. 
Cotton  will  be  4,000,000  bales,  with  what  was  left  from  last  crop. 

"  Have  no  doubt  that  there  will  be  soon  direct  opportunities  with  the 
south  by  steam.  All  our  privateers  do  remarkably  well,  though  some 
less  good  than  others." 

The  animus  that  dictated  EusseU's  letter  describing  the  Bull  Eun 
fight  is  clearly  accounted  for  by  the  above.  His  early  letters  from 
New  York  and  the  south  led  to  the  suspicion  that  he  was  sent  out  on  a 
special  mission  to  write  up  and  aid  secession.  We  have  now  positive  evi- 
dence of  the  fact.    But  of  this  more  by  and  by. 

What  we  have  immediately  to  deal  with  is  the  statement  that  envoys 
were  sent  to  Eichmond  on  the  part  of,  or  with  the  connivance  of.  Lord 
Lyons,  to  ask  the  rebel  government  whether  they  would  a<5cept  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  Paris  and  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
England.  We  may  observe,  parenthetically,  that  the  confederate  con- 
gress have  since  accepted  two  of  the  clauses  of  the  former  treaty,  and 
rejected  that  about  privateering.  It  will  be  said,  perhaps^  that  we  are 
assuming  too  much  in  connecting  the  English  minister  with  these  pro- 
ceedings. The  comment  made  by  the  writer  of  the  letter  from  which 
the  statement  is  taken  seems  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  the  point.  "  This," 
he  says,  "  is  the  first  step  of  direct  treating  with  our  government." 
There  could  be  no  direct  treating  except  with  the  English  minister  or 
his  authorized  agents. 

Has  the  attention  of  the  State  Department  been  directed  to  this  ex- 
traordinarjr  document!  If,  as  published,  it  has  really  been  found 
among  Mure's  papers,  not  a  moment  should  be  lost  in  calling  on  Lord 
Lyons  for  an  explanation. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1862, p.  23.] 

No.  38. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extanct.] 

WASHiNaTON,  August  30, 1861. 

I  have  received,  just  in  time  to  have  the  inclosed  copy  made  for  your 
lordship,  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Consul  Bunch,  reporting  the  proceedings 
taken  by  him,  in  conjunction  with  his  French  coUeague,  M.  de  Belligny, 
to  obtain  the  adherence  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  to  the  last 
three  articles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris. 
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The  authentic  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  congress  at  Eichmond  sent 
by  Mr.  Bunch,  and  inclosed  herein,  differs  very  much  from  the  copy 
"Which  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  and  which  was  transmitted  to  your 
lordship  with  my  dispatch  of  the  23d  instant. 

Mr.  Bunch's  dispatch  has  just  been  delivered  to  me  by  M.  de  Belligny 
himself.  I  have  not  time  to  have  any  communication  with  M.  de  Bel- 
ligny  before  the  departure  of  the  messenger ;  but  the  impression  I  have 
derived  from  a  very  hasty  perusal  of  Mr.  Bunch's  dispatch  is  that  the 
negotiation  has  been  extremely  well  managed  by  the  two  consuls. 


[Inclosure  No  1.1 

Consul  Bunch  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

Chableston,  August  16, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  19th  ultimo,  of 
your  lordship's  dispatch  of  the  5th  July,  together  with  its  iQclosure, 
viz.,  a  dispatch  from  Lord  John  Bussell  of  the  17th  May  last,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proposed  adhesion  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  to 
the  four  articles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  and  of  the  rights  of  neutrals 
in  the  contest  now  raging  in  this  country,  I  proceed  to  reply  to  your 
lordship's  communica&on. 

Li  so  doing,  I  begin  by  requesting  your  lordship  to  convey  to  Lord 
John  Bussell  the  expression  of  my  sincere  gratitude  for  the  honor  which 
he  has  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  me  by  selecting  me  as  the  organ  «f 
her  Majesty's  government  in  the  negotiation  to  which  your  lordship's 
dispatch  and  its  inclosure  have  reference.  I  beg  leave  also  to  offer  to 
your  lordship  my  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  kind  manner  in 
which  you  have  placed  the  matter  in  my  hands. 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  your  lordship's  dispatch,  I  proceeded  to 
put  myself  into  communication  with  my  French  colleague,  M.  de  Belligny, 
who,  as  I  found,  had  received  instructions  from  M.  Mercier  of  a  character 
precisely  similar  to  those  with  which  I  was  honored.  After  the  fullest 
and  frankest  interchange  of  our  respective  views,  we  determined  upon 
the  line  of  action  which  I  am  now  about  to  report  to  your  lordship. 

Our  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  your 
lordship's  dispatch,  that,  as  it  would  be  inexpedient  for  us  to  go  to  Eich- 
mond,  our  negotiation  might,  probably,  be  advantageously  conducted 
through  Mr.  Pickens,  the  governor  of  South  Carolina,  with  whom  you 
naturally  supposed  that  we  were  iq  frequent  communication.  But,  not- 
withstanding our  earnest  desire  to  meet  in  every  way  the  wishes  of  our 
chiefs,  we  were  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
approach  him,  for  several  reasons,  among  which  it  may  suffice  to  men- 
tion his  absence  from  Charleston.  He  has  been  for  some  weeks  past  on 
his  plantation  in  the  interior  of  the  State. 

But  we  were  so  far  fortunate  as  to  secure  the  valuable  services  of  an 

agent  in  the  person  of  Mr. ,  whp  is  well  known  to  your  lordship, 

and  whose  position  seemed  admirably  to  adapt  him  for  the  duties  which 
he  was  so  obliging  as  to  undertake. 

M. left  for  Bichmond  on  the  20th  July.    Arriving  on  the  22d,  he 

found  that  the  president  was  with  the  army,  whither  Mr, followed 

him;  but  meeting  him  half-way  between  Bichmond  and  Manassas, 
returned  with  him  to  the  capital  on  the  23d.    On  the  next  day  Mr. 
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had  an  interview  with  his  excellency,  and  communicated  to  him  the 
mission  with  which  he  was  charged.  Mr.  Davis  expressed  no  unwilling- 
ness to  entertain  the  matter,  although  he  signified  his  regret  that  it 
should  not  have  been  more  formally  brought  before  him,  as  it  seemed  to 
him  tha^  if  the  declaration  which  it  was  sought  to  obtain  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Confederate  States  was  of  sufficient  importance  to  require 
the  overture  now  made  to  him,  it  was  of  equal  consequence  that  it 
should  be  made  in  a  more  regular  manner. 

His  excellency,  as  we  understand,  at  once  sununoned  a  meeting  of  the 
cabinet,  and  the  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  Mr.  Hunter,  who  has  been  appointed  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Toombs. 
It  was  soon  determined  that  congress  should  be  invited  to  issue  a  series 
of  resolutions,  by  which  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  articles  of  the 
declaration  of  the  treaty  of  Paris  should  be  accepted  by  the  Confederate 
States.  These  resolutions  were  passed  on  the  13th  instant,  approved  on 
the  same  day  by  the  president,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  here- 
with to  your  lordship  the  copy  of  them  which  has  been  sent  to  Mr. by 

the  secretary  of  state,  to  be  delivered  to  M.  de  Belligny  and  myself. 

Your  lordship  will*  observe  that,  by  these  resolutions,  the  Confederate 
States  acc^t  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  articles  of  the  declaration 
of  Paris,  but  by  their  resolution  declare,  with  reference  to  the  first 
article,  that  they  ^^  maintain  the  right  of  privateering  as  it  has  been  long 
established  by  the  practice  and  recognized  by  tli^  law  of  nations.'' 
With  respect  to  this  resolution,  I  beg  to  remark  that  the  wishes  of  her 
Majesty's  government  would  seem  to  have  been  fully  met,  for  as  no  pro^ 
posal  was  made  that  the  confederate  government  should  abolish  priva- 
teering, it  could  not  be  expected  that  they  would  do  so  of  their  own 
accord,  particularly  as  it  is  the  arm  upon  which  they  most  rely  for  the 
injury  of  the  extended  commerce  of  their  enemy.    But  the  secretary  of 

state  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr. ,  for  communication  to  us,  the 

inclosed  copy  of  the  instructions  issued  for  the  guidance  of  privateers, 
and  appeals  to  them,  as  well  as  to  tdie  character  of  the  government,  for 
a  proof  of  their  determination  that  the  privateers  shall  conform  them- 
selves to  the  ordinary  practices  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations.  We 
think  that  we  may  rdy  on  the  assurances  thus  given,  supported,  as  they 
are,  by  the  language  of  the  resolution. 

The  fact  is  that  the  President  and  the  government  are  a  good  deal 
annoyed  at  the  refusal  of  France,  England,  and  other  nations  to  allow 
prizes  to  be  condenmed  in  their  i>orts,  which  they  consider  as  somewhat 
of  a  departure  from  a  strict  neutrality,  and  which  they  still  hope  may  be 
reconsidered  as  the  contest  advances.  They  also  confidently  expect  that 
the  same  anxiety  for  the  mitigation  of  the  evil  consequences  of  the  pres- 
ent war,  which  has  rendered  tiie  accession  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
the  declaration  of  Paris  a  matter  of  interest  to  France  and  England,  will 
induce  other  nations  to  insist  upon  the  rigorous  falfiUment  by  the  United 
States  of  the  principle  contained  in  the  fourth  article,  viz.,  tiie  effective^ 
ness  of  the  blockade  instituted  by  that  power. 

The  negotiation  having  thus  been  brought  to  a  close,  the  President 
expressed  to  Mr. his  hope  that  the  existence  of  those  extended  rela- 
tions of  commercial  intercourse  which  had  rendered  the  application  now 
made  to  Mm  by  the  governments  of  France  and  England  a  necessity  in 
the  view  of  those  nations,  would  materially  contribute  to  hasten  a  formal 
recognition  of  the  new  confederacy,  which  was  disposed,  on  its  part,  to 
show  its  full  appreciation  of  a  cordiid  and  Mendly  understanding  between 
itself  and  the  other  nations  of  the  earth,  with  which  it  was  prepared  to 
enter  into  association  on  terms  of  equality. 
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It  only  remains  for  me  to  express  my  hope  that  the  mianner  in  which 
this  negotiation  has  been  conducted  may  meet  with  the  approval  of  yonr 
lordship  and  of  her  Majesty's  government.  In  common  with  my  French 
colleague,  I  am  fuUy  sensible  of  the  obligations  under  which  we  are  to 

Mr. ,  who  has  carried  out  what  we  oonceived  to  be  the  views  of  our 

respective  govenun^ts. 


[Inclosoxe  No.  2.] 

Jiesolution  tou(^mg  certain  points  of  maritime  law^  and  defining  the  position 

qf  the  Confederate  States  in  respect  thereto. 

Whereas  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain,  Austria,  France,  Prus- 
sia, Eussia,  Sardinia,  and  Turkey,  in  a  conference  held  at  Paris  on  the 
IGtti  of  April,  1856,  made  certain  declarations  concerning  maritime  law, 
to  serve  as  uniform  rules  for  their  guidance  in  all  cases  arising  out  of  the 
principles  thus  proclaimed ; 

And  whereas  it  being  desirable  not  oualj  to  attain  certainty  and 
uniformity,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  in  maritime  law,  but  also  to 
mwitain  whatever  is  just  and  proper  in  the  established  usages  of  nations, 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  deem  it  important  to  declare  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  they  will  be  governed  in  their  intercourse  with  the  rest 
of  mankind :  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America : 

1st.  That  we  maintain  the  right  of  privateering,  as  it  has  been  long 
established  by  the  practice  and  recognised  by  the  law  of  nations. 

2d.  That  the  neutral  flag  covers  enemy's  goods,  with  the  exception  of 
eontraband  of  war. 

3d.  That  neutral  goods,  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of  war,  ore 
not  liable  to  capture  under  enemy's  flag. 

4th.  That  blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  efTectual ;  that  is 
to  say,  maintained  by  a  force  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the 
coast  of  the  enemy. 

Signed  by  the  president  of  congress  on  the  13th  August,  and  approved 
same  day  by  the  president  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 


[InoloBiire  No.  3.1 

Instructions  issued  by  the  president  of  the  Confederate  States  to  private 

armed  vessels. 

1.  The  tenor  of  your  commission,  under  the  act  of  congress  entitled 
^'  An  act  recognizing  the  existence  of  war  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Conf^erate  States  and  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and 
prize  goods,"  a  copy  of  which  is  herein  annexed,  will  be  kept  constantly 
in  your  view.  The  high  seas  referred  to  in  your  commission  you  will 
understand  generally  to  refer  to  the  low- water  mark;  but  with  the 
exception  of  the  space  within  one  league,  or  three  miles  from  the  shore 
of  countries  at  peace  with  the  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States. 
Tou  wiU,  nevertheless,  execute  your  commission  within  the  distance  of 
the  shore  of  the  nation  at  war  within  the  United  States,  and  even  on 
the  waters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  nation,  if  i>ermltted  to  do  so« 

2.  You  are  to  pay  the  strictest  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral 
powers,  and  the  usages  of  civilized  nations,  and  in  all  your  proceedings 
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towards  neutral  vessels  you  are  to  give  them  as  little  molestation  or 
interruption  as  wiU  consist  with  the  right  of  ascertaining  their  neutral 
character,  and  of  detaining  and  bringing  them  in  for  regular  adjudica- 
tion in  the  proper  cases. 

You  are  particularly  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  using  force  or 
seduction,  with  the  view  to  deprive  such  vessels  of  their  crews  or  the 
passengers,  other  than  persons  in  the  military  service  of  the  enemy. 

3.  Towards  enemy's  vessels  and  their  crews  you  are  to  proceed  in 
exercising  the  rights  of  war,  with  all  the  justice  and  humanity  which 
characterizes  this  government  and  its  citizens. 

4.  The  master  and  one  or  more  of  the  principal  persons  belonging  to 
the  captured  vessels  are  to  be  sent,  as  soon  after  the  capture  as  may  be, 
to  the  judge  or  judges  of  the  proper  court  in  the  Confederate  States,  to 
be  examined  on  oath  touching  the  interest  or  property  of  the  captured 
vessel  and  her  lading ;  and  at  the  same  time  are  to  be  delivered  to  the 
judge  or  judges  all  papers,  charter-parties,  bills  of  lading,  letters  and 
other  documents  and  writings  found  on  board;  and  the  said  papers  to 
be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  the  commander  of  the  captured  vessel,  or 
some  other  person  present  at  the  capture,  to  be  produced  as  they  were 
received,  without  fraud,  addition,  subtraction,  or  embezzlement. 

6.  Property,  even  of  the  enemy,  is  exempt  from  seizure  on  neutral 
vessels,  unless  it  be  contraband  of  war. 

If  goods  contraband  of  war  are  found  on  any  neutral  vessel,  and  the 
commander  thereof  shall  offer  to  deliver  them  up,  the  offer  shall  be 
accepted,  and  the  vessel  left  at  liberty  to  pursue  its  voyagCf  unless  the 
quantity  of  contraband  goods  shall  be  greater  than  can  be  conveniently 
received  on  board  your  vessel,  in  which  case  the  neutral  vessel  may  be 
carried  into  i)ort  for  the  delivery  of  the  contraband  goods. 

The  following  articles  are  declared  by  this  government  contraband  of 
war,  as  well  as  all  others  that  are  so  declared  by  the  laws  of  nations,  viz : 

All  arms  and  implements  serving  for  the  purpose  of  war  by  land  or 
sea,  such  as  cannons,  mortars,  guns,  muskets,  rifles,  pistols,  petards, 
bombs,  grenades,  balls,  shot,  shell,  pikes,  swords,  bayonets,  javelins, 
lances,  horse  furniture,  holsters,  belts,  and  generally  all  other  implements 
of  war. 

Also,  timber  for  building,  pitch,  tar,  resin,  copper  in  sheets,  sails,  hemp, 
cordage,  and  generally  whatever  may  serve  directly  to  the  equipment  of 
vessels,  wrought  iron  and  planks  only  excepted. 

Keutral  vessels  conveying  enemy's  dispatches,  or  military  persons  in 
the  service  of  the  enemy,  foifeit  their  neutral  character,  and  are  liable 
to  capture  and  condemnation.  But  this  rule  does  not  apply  to  neutral 
vessels  bearing  dispatches  from  the  public  ministers  or  ambassadors  of 
the  enemy  residing  in  neutral  countries. 

By  the  command  of  the  president  of  the  Oonfederate  States. 

EOBEBT  TOOMBS. 

Secretary  of  State. 


Form  of  bond. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents:  That  we  ,♦  are  bound 

to  the  Confederate  States  of  America  in  the  full  sum  of  t  thousand 

*  This  blank  must  be  filled  with  the  name  of  the  commander  for  the  time  being,  and 
the  owners,  and  at  least  two  responsible  sureties  not  interested  in  the  vessel. 

t  This  blank  must  be  filled  with  a  "  five"  if  the  vessel  be  provided  with  only  160 
men,  or  a  less  number :  if  with  more  than  that  number,  the  blank  must  be  fiUed  with 
&  "  ten;' 
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dollars,  to  the  payment  whereof,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind 
otrrselves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  jointly  and  severally, 
by  these  presents. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  whereas  application  has 
l>een  made  to  the  said  Gonf^erate  States  of  America  for  the  grant  of  a 
oommission  or  letter  of  marque  and  general  reprisals,  authorizing  the 
•  or  vessel  called  the  ,  to  act  as  a  private  armed  vessel  in 

tlie  service  of  the  Confederate  States  on  the  bigh  seas,  against  the 
United  States  of  America,  its  ships  and  vessels,  and  those  of  its  citizens, 
during  the  pendency  of  the  war  now  existing  between  the  said  Confede- 
T«kte  States  and  the  said  United  States. 

I?ow,;if  the  owners,  oflBcers,  and  crews,  who  shall  be  employed  on  board 
of  said  vessel  when  commissioned,  shall  observe  the  laws  of  the  Con- 
federate States  and  the  instructions  which  shall  be  given  them  according 
to  law  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct,  and  shaU  satisfy  all  damages 
and  injuries  which  shall  be  done  or  committed  contrary  to  the  tenor 
thereof  by  such  vessel  during  her  commission,  and  shall  deliver  up  said 
csommission  when  revoked  by  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States, 
then  this  obligation  shall  be  void,  but  otherwise  shall  remain  in  full  force 
and  effect. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of ,  on  the 

day  of . 

A.  B., 

CD., 

Witnesses. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  27.] 

No.  39. 
Lard  Lyons  to  Earl  BusselL 

rEztract.] 

Washington,  September  2, 1861. 

Since  I  sent  oflf  my  dispatch  to  yonr  lordship  of  the  30th  ultimo.  I  have 
read  ¥rith  attention  Mr.  Consul  Bunch's  dispatch  to  me  of  tne  16th 
instant,  giving  an  account  of  the  steps  taken  by  him  and  his  French 
colleague,  M.  de  Belligny,  to  obtain  the  adherence  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federate States  to  the  principles  of  maritime  law  established  by  the 
declaration  of  Paris.  I  have  also  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
M.  de  Belligny  on  the  subject. 

I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  the  negotiation,  which  was  difficult 
and  delicate,  was  managed  with  great  tact  and  good  judgment  by  the 
two  consuls. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  <' North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p.  6.] 

No.  6. 

Ea/rl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

FOBEI0N  Office,  September  7, 1861. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  transmit  with  this  dispatch  copies  of  two  letters  from 
Mr.  Adams.t 

*  This  blank  must  be  fiUed  with  the  character  of  the  vessel, "  ship,"  "  brig,"  '^  schooner," 
'^  steamer,''  dtc. 

t  Mr.  Adams's  dispatches  of  September  3, 1861,  to  Lord  BosseU,  with  Mr.  Adama's  dis- 
patch to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  41,  September  9, 1861,  |Mwf. 
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Your  excellency  will  see  that  Mr.  Adams,  in  one  of  these  letters, 
requests  that  Mr.  Bunch  may  be  removed  from  his  consulship  at  Charles- 
ton. The  ground  for  this  request  is,  that  Mr.  Bunch,  together  ynih  the 
French  consul,  executed  an  instruction  given  to  him  by  her  Majesty's 
government  in  concert  with  the  government  of  Prance.  Indeed,  the 
first  proposal  for  such  an  instruction  seems  to  have  been  made  by  M. 
Thouvenel  to  your  excellency,  and  is  contained  in  a  dispatch  of  your 
excellency  of  May  9.  [For  t^  note  here  referred  to  see  the  the  next 
communication.] 

Her  Majesty's  government  feel  it  impossible,  in  these  circumstances, 
to  yield  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  they  intend  in  their  answer 
to  assume  the  entire  responsibility  of  the  act  denounced  by  Mr.  Adams, 
without,  however,  admitting  that  it  is  a  step  to  the  recognition  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States. 

Your  excellency  will  communicate  the  substance  of  this  dispatch  to 
M.  Thouvenel. 


I  am,  &p.. 


RUSSELL. 


The  following  is  the  note  referred  to  in  the  preceding  communica- 
tion: 

[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  3, 1862,  p.  3.] 

Uarl  Oowley  to  Lord  J.  Busaelh 

Paris,  May  9, 1861. 

My  Lobd:  I  called  this  afternoon  on  M.  Thouvenel  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  his  answer  to  the  proposals  contained  in  your  lordship's  dis- 
patch of  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  measures  which  should  be  pur- 
sued by  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  for  the  protection  of  neutral 
property  in  presence  of  the  events  which  are  passing  in  the  American 
States. 

M.  Thouvenel  said  the  imx)efial  government  concurred  entirely  in  the 
views  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and  would  be  prepared  to  join  her 
Majesty's  government  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  of  the  belligerents  a 
formal  recognition  of  the  2d  and  3d  articles  of  the  Declaration  of  Paris. 
M.  de  Flahault  would  receive  instructions  to  make  this  known  officially 
to  your  lordship. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  this  endeavor  should  be  made 
M.  Thouvenel  said  that  he  thought  a  communication  should  be  addressed 
to  both  parties  in  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same  language,  the  consuls 
being  made  the  organs  of  communication  with  the  southern  States ;  that 
the  language  employed  should  be  that  of  good-will  and  Mendship ;  that 
the  present  state  of  things  should  be  deplored,  and  a  declaration  made 
that  the  governments  of  Oreat  Britain  and  France  intended  to  abstain 
from  aU  interference,  but  that  the  commercial  interests  of  the  two  coun- 
tries demanded  that  they  should  be  assured  that  the  principles  with 
respect  to  neutral  property  laid  down  by  the  Congress  of  Paris  would 
be  adhered  to— an  assurance  which  the  two  governments  did  not  doubt 
they  should  obtain,  as  the  principles  in  question  were  in  strict  aqcord- 
ance  with  those  that  had  been  always  advocated  by  the  United  States. 

M.  Thouvenel  observed  that  as  France  and  the  United  States  had 
been  always  agreed  on  these  maritime  questions  it  would  be  difficult 
for  either  party  in  America  to  refuse  their  assent  to  the  principles  now 
invoked. 
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Bis  excellency  said  fartheT,  that  in  looking  for  precedents  it  had  been 
discovered  that  Great  Britain,  although  treating  at  the  commencement 
of  the  American  war  letters  of  mark  as  piracy,  had,  after  a  time,  recog- 
nized the  belligerent  rights  of  the  States  in  rebellion  against  her. 
I  have,  &c., 

COWLEY. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'So.  41.]  *  LOBGATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  September  9, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  at  the  hands  of  your 
messeDger,  Captain  Schultz,  of  a  bag  purporting  to  contain  public  dis- 
patches from  Mr.  Robert  Bunch,  the  consul  at  Charleston,  to  Lord  Eussell, 
the  head  of  the  foreign  office  in  London.  In  conformity  with  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  your  iN'o.  63,  dated  the  17th  of  August,  I  immediately 
addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell,  explanatory  of  the  reasons  why  such 
a  bag  was  received  through  this  channel,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted.  In  it  you  will  perceive  that  I  have  endeavored  to  adhere 
as  closely  as  possible  to  the  language  of  your  communication  to  me. 
At  the  same  time,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  contained  in  your  No. 
64,  dated  the  17th  of  August,  I  addressed  another  note  to  his  lordship, 
stating  the  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  felt  by  the  President  with  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Bunch,  and  requesting  his  removal,  A  copy  of  this  note  is 
likewise  appended  to  the  present  dispatch.  These  two  notes,  together 
with  the  bag  in  exactly  the  same  condition  in  which  I  received  it  from 
Captain  Schultz,  I  directed  my  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  Benjamin  Moran, 
to  take  with  him  to  the  foreign  office,  and  there  to  deliver  into  the  hands 
of  his  lordship  if  present,  or,  if  absent  from  town,  into  those  of  one  of  her 
Majesty's  under  secretaries  of  state  for  foreign  anairs.  Accordingly,  on 
the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  the  4th  instant,  at  about  quarter  past  three 
o'clock,  as  Mr.  Moran  reports  to  me,  he  went  to  the  foreign  office,  and 
finding  Lord  KusseU  to  be  absent  from  town,  he  delivered  the  bag  and 
the  notes  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Layard,  one  of  the  under  secretaries. 
Since  that  time  I  have  had  no  reply  from  his  lordship,  although  I  received 
on  Saturday  last  two  notes  from  him  on  matters  of  minor  consequence. 
I  had  hoped  to  send  something  by  Captain  Schultz,  who  returns  in  the 
Great  Eastern,  and  I  shall  yet  do  so  if  it  should  come  before  the  bag 
closes.  I  have  consented  to  the  departure  of  Captain  Schultz,  mainly 
because  Mr.  Dayton  has  expressed  a  great  desire  that  he  should  take 
charge  of  his  dispatches  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londonj  September  3, 1861. 

Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have 
received  by  the  hands  of  a  special  messenger  of  the  government,  just 
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arrived  in  the  steamer  Europa  from  the  United  States,  a  sealed  bag 
marked  Foreign  Office,  3,  with  two  labels,  as  follows: 

"On  her  Britannic  Majesty's  service.  The  right  honorable  the  Lord 
John  Eussell,  M.  P.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  Dispatches  in  charge  of  Eobert  Mure, 
esq. 

"ROBEET  BUNCH." 

"On  her  Britannic  Majesty's  service.  The  right  honorable  the  Lord 
John  Russell,  M.  P.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs,  foreign  office,  London. 

"E.  BUNCH." 

Agreeably  to  instructions  communicated  by  my  government  to  me, 
to  see  that  this  bag  is  delivered  accordingly  to  its  address  in  exactly  the 
condition  in  which  1  received  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  same 
by  the  hands  of  my  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  Benjamin  Moran,  who  ia 
directed  to  deliver  it  in  your  own  hands,  if  prcvsent,  or,  if  absent,  into 
those  of  one  of  the  undersecretaries  of  state  for  foreign  affairs. 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  explain  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  bag  has  found  its  way  from  the  possession  of  the  person  to  whom  it 
was  originally  intrusted  into  that  of  the  authorities  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears  that  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
15th  of  August  last,  received  information  deemed  worthy  of  confidence, 
that  Mr.  Robert  Mure,  the  bearer  of  this  bag,-  was  at  the  same  time 
acting  as  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  the  insurrectionary  authorities  of 
Eichmond  to  your  lordship.  Other  information  came  that  he  was  a 
bearer  of  dispatches  from  the  same  authorities  to  their  agents  in  Lon- 
don. And  still  other  information  from  various  soiu*ces  agreed  in  affirm- 
ing that  he  whs  traveling  under  a  passport  issued  bj'  her  Majesty's  con- 
sul at  Charleston.  Upon  this  information,  instructions  were  sent  forth- 
^\ith  to  the  police  of  New  York  to  detain  Mr.  Mure,  and  any  papera 
whicji  might  be  found  in  his  possession.  He  was  accordingly  detained, 
and  is  now  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette,  awaiting  fiill  disclosures.  A 
large  nmnber  of  papers  were  found  upon  him,  an  examination  of  which 
was  found  fully  to  sustain  some  portions  of  tne  information  which  had 
been  furnished,  and  to  prove  that  Mr.  Miu'e  was  acting  as  tlie  bearer  of 
a  treasonable  correspondence  between  persons  acting  in  open  arms  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States  and  their  friends  and  emissaries  in 
Great  Britain.  He  had  also  with  him  several  copiet^  of  a  printed  pamphlet 
purporting  to  be  a  narrative  of  the  events  of  the  21st  of  July  at  Manas- 
sas Junction,  addressed  to  persons  in  England,  and  evidently  uitended 
to  further  the  purposes  of  the  conspirators  in  South  Carolina. 

Eobert  Mure,  the  bearer  of  these  papers,  is  represented  to  be  a  natu- 
ralized citizen  of  the  United  States,  where  he  has  resided  for  thirty 
years,  and  as  actually  holding  a  commission  of  colonel  in  the  insurgent 
forces  of  South  Carolina. 

It  turned  out  to  be  true  that  in  the  hands  of  this  gentleman  were 
found,  in  an  open  envelope,  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  passport,  a  copy 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  ai)pend  to  this  note  as  paper  marked  A ; 
and  a  letter  of  instructions,  signed  by  Eobert  Bunch,  her  Majest>-'s  con- 
sul for  the  United  States,  residing  at  Charleston,  a  copy  of  which  is 
likewise  appended,  as  paper  marked  B. 

In  the  absence  of  all  other  evidence  against  Mr.  Bimch  to  prove  his 
departure  from  the  line  of  his  legitimate  duty,  it  is  quite  enough  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  lordship  to  the  fact  that  in  issuing  such  a  paper  as 
this  passport  he  has  acted  in  direct  contravention  of  a  regulation  issued 
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by  the  proper  department  H>f  the  United  States  of  which  he  had  received 
notice,  which  forbids  all  recognition  of  any  diplomatic  or  conHular  pass- 
XK>rt,  so  far  as  to  permit  the  bearer  to  pass  through  the  lines  of  the  na- 
tional forces  or  out  of  the  country,  unless  it  should  be  countersigned  by 
tlie  Secretary  of  State  and  the  commanding  general  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Mure  attempted  to  do  both  with  a  paper  bearing  no 
such  signatures. 

There  is,  however,  other  and  still  more  serious  cause  of  complaint 
against  Mr.  Bunch,  as  disclosed  by  the  pai>ers  of  Mr.  Mure,  the  exposi- 
tion of  which  I  am  compelled  to  reserve  for  a  separate  communication. 
The  present  purpose  is  confined  to  an  explanation  of  the  reasons  which 
have  actuated  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  taking  the  extra- 
ordinary step  which  has  had  for  one  of  its  consequences  the  effect  of 
diverting,  be  it  but  for  a  moment,  a  part  of  the  official  correspondence 
of  her  Majesty's  government  from  the  channel  in  which  it  was  originally 
placed.    I  am  directed  to  express  the  regret  the  government  feels  that 
such  a  measure  had  become  imperative,  and  to  assure  your  lordship  of 
its  earnest  desire  to  make  any  suitable  amends  which  may  justly  be 
required.    If,  in  the  process,  there  may  have  happened  a  slight  inter- 
ruption of  the  correspondence  of  the  British  consul,  it  is  their  desire 
that  the  pressing  nature  of  the  emergency  may  induce  your  lordship  to 
excuse  it. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  tfie  bag  passes  into  the  hands  of  your  lord- 
ship in  precisely  the  same  condition  in  which  it  came  from  those  of  Mr. 
Mure.  Comity  towards  the  government  of  a  friendly  nation,  together  with 
a  full  confidence  in  its  justice  and  honor,  to  say  nothing  of  a  sense  of  propri- 
ety,  would  deter  the  government,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  from 
entertaining  the  idea  of  breaking  the  seals  which  protect  it,  even  were 
there  ten  times  more  reason  than  there  is  to  presume  an  intention  under 
so  sacred  a  sanction  to  perpetrate  a  wrong  certainly  on  one  and  perhaps 
on  both  governments.  Still  less  is  it  the  intention  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment to  intimate  the  smallest  suspicion  of  any  privity  whatever  on 
the  part  of  the  authorities  in  Great  Britain  in  aiding,  assisting,  or  coun- 
tenancing a  supposed  design  injurious  to  the  United  States  and  subver- 
sive of  their  sovereignty.  Much  ground  as  there  is  for  presuming  that 
it  never  was  the  intention  of  those  who  prepared  the  package  to  forward 
it  to  its  nominal  addre^s^  but  that  it  was  rather  the-  design,  after  bring- 
ing bad  matter  under  this  sacred  sanction  safely  through  the  dangers  of 
hostile  scrutiny,  to  open  the  bag  themselves  and  to  disseminate  the  con- 
tents far  and  wide  among  the  evil-disposed  emissaries  to  be  found  scat- 
tered all  over  Europe ;  this  consideration  has  never  weighed  a  single 
moment  to  change  their  views  of  this  trust  when  put  in  the  balance  with 
the  strong  reliance  placed  upon  the  good  faith  of  her  Majesty's  constitu- 
tional advisers.  Least  of  all  has  it  been  in  the  thought  of  any  one  that 
your  lordshii)  would  consent  in  any  way  to  receive  the  papers,  if  they 
are  really  illegal  in  their  character  or  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the 
United  States. 

Should  it,  however,  prove  on  inspection  that  any  abuse  has  been 
attempted  in  America  of  the  confidence  to  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment is  in  every  way  entitled,  I  am  directed  to  express  to  your  lordship 
the  hope  that  any  papers  of  a  treasonable  character  against  the  United 
States  may  be  delivered  up  to  me  for  the  use  of  my  government,  and 
that  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston,  if  shown  to  be  privy  to  the 
transmission  of  them  under  such  a  form,  nftiy  be  made  promptly  to  feel 
the  severe  displeasure  of  the  government  whose  good  faith  he  has  sought 
to  dishonor.    For  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  nature 
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of  an  offense  which  involves  the  perversion  by  the  agent  of  one  govern- 
ment of  the  hospitality  affor^tod  to  him  by  another  to  conspire  against 
its  safety,  dignity,  and  honor. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordshix>'s  most  obedient 
servant. 

CHAELES  FRAITCIS  ADAMS. 

The  Bight  Honorable  Eabl  Bttssell,  dkc.j  &c.^  &c. 

[For  inclosures  A  and  B  see  dispatch  of  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams 
No.  63,  August  17, 1861,  mtu] 


Mr.  Adams  tb  JEarl  BusselU 

Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

Londonj  September  3, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  deeply  regrets  the  painfdl  necessity  that  compels 
him  to  make  a  representation  to  the  right  honorable  Lord  Kussell,  her 
Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  touching  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Robert  Bunch,  her  Majesty's  consul  for  the  port  of 
Charleston,  in  the  United  States.  It  api>ears  from  the  contents  of  one 
of  the  many  letters  found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Bobert  Mure,  bearer  of 
dispatches  from  Mr.  Bunch  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  but 
detained  as  an  agent  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  that  the  fol- 
lowing statement  is  made  of  the  action  of  Mr.  Bunch  in  Charleston: 

"Mr.  B.,  on  oath  of  secresy,  communicated  to  me  also  that  the  first 
step  to  recognition  was  taken.    He  and  Mr.  BeUigny  together  sent  Mr. 

Trescott  to  Bichmond  yesterday  to  ask  Jeff.  Davis,  president,  to 

the  treaty  of to the  neutral  flag  covering  neutral  goods  to 

be  respected.    This  is  the  first  step  of  direct  treating  with  our  govern- 
ment.   So  prepare  for  active  business  by  1st  January." 

The  undersigned  is  instructed  to  submit  this  information  to  her  Maj- 
esty's government,  with  a  request  that,  if  it  be  found  to  be  correct,  Mr. 
Bunch  may  be  at  once  removed  from  his  office.  The  undersigned  is 
further  instructed  to  add  that  the  President  will  cheerfoUy  accord  an 
exequatur  to  any  person  who  may  be  appointed  to  succeed  him,  who 
will  faithfrdly  perform  his  functions  without  injury  to  the  rights  and  the 
interests  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Lord 
Bussell  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

CHABLES  FBAI^CIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  <jtc.,  <^.,  &c. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p,  12.] 

Na  10. 
Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  BusseU. 

[Extract.] 

Pasts,  September  10, 1861. 

In  pursuance  of  yonr  lordship's  instmction&  I  communicated  tifauB 
ftf  cemoon  to  M.  Thouvenel  your  disx>atch  of  the  7tn  instant,  relating  to  the 
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request  of  the  United  States  gOTemment  for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Consul 
Bunch  from  Charleston,  in  consequence  of  his  having  executed  an  in- 
struction given  to  him  by  her  Msyesty's  government  in  concert  with  the 
^government  of  France,,  together  with  such  other  documents  as  were 
necessary  to  enable  his  excellency  to  comprehend  the  affair,  and  I  asked 
him  whether  any  similar  request  had  been  made  of  the  French  govem- 
juent  by  Mr.  Dayton. 

His  excellency  replied  in  the  negative.  I  then  said  that  I  presumed 
tbat  in  the  event  of  any  such  request  being  put  forward,  the  French 
government  would  follow  the  course  pursued  by  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, and  indicated  in  your  lordship's  above-mentioned  dispatch.  M. 
Thouveiiel  replied  that  undoubtedly  he  could  not  give  up  an  agent  who 
had  done  no  more  than  execute  the  orders  intrusted  to  him. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p.  12.] 

No.  11. 
Uarl  Muasell  to  Lard  Lyons, 

FoBEiaN  Office,  September  14, 1861. 

My  Lobd  :  I  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of  two  notes  received 
from  Mr.  Adams,  together  with  copies  of  my  replies.* 
^  Since  the  date  of  Mr.  Adams's  note  I  have  received  from  your  lord- 
ship your  dispatch  of  the  23d  ultimo,  with  an  extract  from  the  New 
York  Herald  of  August  22,  containing,  no  doubt  from  official  sources, 
a  more  complete  copy  of  the  letter  in  question  than  which  is  contained 
ill  the  note  of  Mr.  Adams. 

The  letter  in  the  New  York  Herald  begins  with  a  notice  by  the  writer 
of  Mr.  Eussell's  letter  in  the  Times,  which  he  says  was  shown  to  him 
'*  confidentially ."  He  then  proceeds  to  give  an  account  of  a  supposcnl 
question  of  your  lordship,  upon  which  your  lordship  states  that,  to  the 
best  of  your  belief,  you  have  had  no  communication  with  Mr.  Bunch. 
He  then  proceeds  to  say,  "  On  oath  of  secrecy  he  communicated  to  me 
also  that  the  first  step  of  recognition  was  taken.  He  and  M.  Bouligiiy 
together  sent  Mr.  Trescott  to  Richmond  yesterday  to  ask  Jeff.  Davis,  presi- 
dent, to  accept  the  treaty  of  commerce,  to  accept  the  neutral  flag  carry- 
ing neutral  goods.  This  is  the  first  step  of  direct  treating  with  our 
government.'' 

It  is  quite  clear,  however,  that  the  communication  in  question  was 
not  a  first  step  to  recognition  j  neither  was  there  anypropoi^  regarding 
a  treaty  of  commerce. 

Your  lordship,  in  your  dispatch,  says :  "  The  assertions  attributed  to 
Mr.  B.  are  such  as  to  show  that  if  the  writer  really  had  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Consul  Bunch,  he  must  either  have  misunderstood  what  was 
said,  or  intentionally  misstated  it. 

"  However  this  may  be,  it  is  clear  that  Mr.  Robert  Mure,  in  taking 
charge  of  the  letters  which  have  been  seized,  abused  Mr.  Bunch's  confi- 
dence ;  for  Mr.  Bunch  had  positive  instructions  from  me  not  to  forward 

•Notes  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell  of  September  3,  1861,  are  printed  with  dis- 

Sitcli  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  41.  September  9, 1861,  anfe,  and  notes  of  Lord 
lusell  to  Mr.  Adams  of  September  9, 1861,  are  printed  with  dispatch  of  Mr.  Adams 
to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  44,  of  September  14, 1861,  post 
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himself  any  letters  alluding  to  military  or  political  events,  excepting  let- 
ters to  or  from  British  ollicials.  He  had  equally  positive  instructions 
from  me  that  care  should  be  taken  that  no  person  bearing  a  passport 
from  a  British  consulate  stating  him  to  be  charged  with  dispatches, 
should  convey  any  letters  not  intrusted  to  him  by  the  consul  himself.'' 

These  circumstances  make  it  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Bunch.  But  until  your  lordship  has  received  from  Mr.  Bunch  an 
explanation  of  his  conduct,  no  step  can  be  taken. 

I  have  therefore  only  to  instruct  your  lordship  to  inform  Mr.  Bunch, 
as  soon  as  yoa  conveniently  can,  that  the  statements  made  in  regard  to 
his  proceedings  require  explanation. 
I  am,  &c., 

KUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eirtraot.] 

No.  44.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londanj  September  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  received 
yesterday  from  Lord  Eussell,  in  answer  to  my  notes  of  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, transmitting  to  him  the  bag  of  Mr.  Bunch.  It  appears  from 
one  of  them  that  Mr.  Bunch  has  been  acting  under  secret  instructions, 
which  are  only  now  acknowledged  because  they  have  come  to  light,  and 
that  his  granting  a  safe  conduct  to  an  emissary  of  secession,  charged 
with  treasonable  papers,  is  no  objection  to  his  neutral  character  in  the 
eyes  of  his  employers.  With  regard  to  the  question  presented  in  the 
other  note,  it  is  satisfactory  to  me,  at  least  in  so.  far  as  it  devolves  all 
responsibility  for  the  farther  treatment  of  the  question  into  more  capable 

hands.    I  transmit  also  a  copy  of  my  reply.  ^ 

•  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEA2^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  • 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Ofpicb,  September  9, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  received  with  some  surprise  from  Lord  Lyons  an  intimation 
that  a  sealed  bag,  directed  by  one  of  her  Mi^jesty's  consuls  to  her 
Majesty's  secretary  of  state,  had  been  seized  and  detained  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

It  seems  to  have  been  suspected  that  her  Majesty's  consul  had  in- 
serted in  his  official  bag,  and  covered  with  his  official  seal,  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  enemies  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  now 
engaged  in  open  hostilities  against  them. 

H^  her  Majesty's  consul  so  acted  he  would  have,  no  doubt,  been 
guilty  of  a  grave  breach  of  his  duty  both  towards  his  own  government 
and  that  of  the  United  States ;  but  I  am  happy  to  say  there  does  not 
appear,  on  opening  the  bag  at  the  Foreign  Office,  to  be  any  ground  for 
such  a  suspicion. 
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Her  Msyesty's  govemment  were  advised  that  the  suspension  of  the 
conveyance  by  post  of  letters  from  British  subjects  between  the  north- 
em  and  the  southern  States  was  a  contravention  of  the  treaty  on  this 
subject  contracted  by  the  two  governments.  Her  Majesty's  govern-' 
ment  have  been  unwilling  to  press  this  view  on  the  United  States ; 
but  this  stoppage  of  the  post  has  occasioned  great  inconvenience  to 
individuals,  and  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Bunch  to  the  under- 
secretary of  foreign  affairs  Showing  the  mode  in  which  he  has  en- 
deavored to  palliate  the  evil  by  inclosing  private  letters  in  his  consular 
bag. 

I  shall  address  any  further  communication  I  may  have  to  make  on 
this  subject  to  Lord  Lyons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <^.,  cj^c,  dkc. 


Charleston,  August  5, 1861. 

Mr.  Bunch  presents  his  compliments  to  her  Majesty's  undersecretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and  takes  leave  to  inclose  to  him  herewith 
certain  letters  which  are  intended  for  the  post. 

They  are  principally  letters  of  servants,  governesses,  &c.,  (British 
subjects,)  which^  owing  to  the  discontinuance  of  the  post,  they  are 
unable  to  send  m  any  other  way.  Some  also  contain  dividends,  the 
property  of  British  subjects,  which  they  could  scarcely  receive  without 
Mr.  Bunch's  intervention. 

Mr.  Bunch  hopes  that  there  is  no  irregularity  in  this  proceeding.  iN'o 
expense  of  postage  is  incurred  by  the  Foreign  Office,  as  the  bag  in  which 
the  letters  are  contained  goes  by  a  private  hand  to  Liverpool. 

Her  Majesty's  Under-Bbcretart  of  State 

For  Foreign  Affairs. 


Ewrl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September j  9, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiaiy  of  the  United  States  at  this  court, 
dated  the  3d  instant,  giving  some  information  regarding  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Bunch,  her  M^esty's  consul  at  Charleston,  in  the  United  States, 
and  requesting,  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
that  Mr.  Buiich  may  at  once  be  removed  from  his  office. 

The  undersigned  will,  without  hesitation,  state  to  Mr.  Adams  that,  in 
pursuance  of  an  agreement  between  the  British  and  French  govern- 
ments, Mr.  Bunch  was  instructed  to  communicate  to  the  persons  exer- 
cising authority  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States  the  desire  of  those 
governments  that  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  articles  of  the  declara- 
tion of  Paris  should  be  observed  by  those  States  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  hostilities  in  which  they  were  engaged.  Mr.  Adams  will  observe 
that  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  and  France  is  deeply  interested  iu 
the  maintenance  of  the  articles  providing  that  the  flag  covers  the  goods^ 
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and  that  the  goods  of  a  neutral  taken  on  board  a  belligerent  ship  are 
not  liable  to  condemnation. 

Mr.  Bunch,  therefore,  in  what  he  has  done  in  this  matter,  has  acted 
in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  his  government,  who  accepts  the 
responsibility  of  his  proceedings  so  far  as  they  are  known  to  the  foreign 
department^  and  who  cannot  remove  him  from  his  office  ibr  having 
obeyed  his  instructions. 

But  when  it  is  stated  in  a  letter  from*  some  person  not  named,  that 
the  first  step  to  the  recognition  of  the  southern  States  by  Great  Britain 
has  been  taken,  the  undersigned  begs  to  decline  all  responsibility  lor 
such  statement. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  already  recognized  the  belligerent 
character  of  the  southern  States,  and  they  will  continue  to  consider 
them  as  belligerents.  But  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  recog^ 
nized,  and  are  not  prepared  to  recognize,  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  as  a  separate  and  independent  state. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.j  d^c,  <0c. 


Mr.  Adam$  to  U^rl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londonj  September  13, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  this 
day  of  two  notes  from  the  right  honorable  Earl  Eussell,  her  Majesty's 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  both  dated  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember^ and  both  in  reply  to  notes  addressed  to  his  lordship  by  the 
undersigned  on  the  3d  instant,  touching  the  case  of  Mr.  Bunch,  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston,  and  the  mode  of  transmission  of  his  dis- 
patches. The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  his  lordship  that 
copies  of  these  notes  wiH  be  transmitted  by  the  next  steamer  for  the 
consideration  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  requests  Earl  Eussell  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  c&c,  <&o.,  &c. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No*  4, 1862,  p.  la.] 

No.  13. 

Earl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.  J 

Paeds,  September  17, 1861. 

No  observations  whatever  have  been  as  yet  made  by  Mr.  Dayton  to 
M.  Thouvenel  respecting  the  part  taken  by  the  French  consul  at  Charles- 
ton to  obtain  the  assent  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  to  the  last 
three  articles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p.  13.] 

No.  14, 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell 

Washington,  Septeviber  27, 1861. 

My  Lord:  By  your  lordship's  dispatch  of  the  14th  instant,  I  am 
directed  to  inform  Mr.  Consul  Bunch,  as  soon  as  I  conveniently  can,  that 
the  statements  concerning  the  proceedings  made  in  the  letters  taken  from 
Mr.  Bobert  Mure  require  explanation. 

I  received  by  private  hand,  on  the  22d  instant,  a  short  note  from  Mr. 
Bunch,  dated  the  31st  August,  to  the  following  effect: 

"Pray  do  not  believe  a  word  of  the  intercepted  letter  respecting  my 
communication  to  the  supposed  writer.  It  is  false,  and  the  work  of  a 
spy.  The  letter  itself  is  absolute  nonsense,  as  you  must  have  seen.  I 
am  anxious  to  hear  from  you." 

The  letter  to  which  Mr.  Bunch  refers  is  probably  that  which  appears 
in  the  extract  from  the  New  York  Tribune  of  the  21st  of  August,  which 
was  inclosed  in  my  dispatch  to  your  lordship  on  the  23d  of  that  month. 

On  the  19th  instant  I  forwarded  dispatches,  written  on  that  day,  to 
Charleston,  by  her  Majesty's  ship  Steady.  Among  them  was  one  to  Mr. 
Bunch,  in  which  I  made  to  him  the  same  observations  coucemlag  his 
proceedings  as  those  which  your  lordship  has  done  me  the  honor  to  quote 
from  my  dispatch  to  you  of  the  S3d  of  August,  akeady  referred  to. 

I  have  consequently  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Bunch  will  send  ample  expla- 
nations of  his  conduct  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  requested  the  com- 
mander of  the  Steady  to  return  to  New  York,  if  Mr.  Bunch  had  dispatches 
of  importance  to  send,  but  otherwise  to  proceed  to  the  south  in  execution 
of  the  orders  of  Bear- Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne.  Should  the  Steady 
not  return  to  New  York,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  authority  given  me 
by  the  admiral,  and  request  that  her  Msyesty's  ship  Binaldo  may  go  to 
Charleston  for  Mr.  Bunch's  dispatches. . 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


[From  the  British  Blue  Book,  «  North  America,^  No.  4, 1862,  p.  14.] 

No.  16.    • 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  BusselL 

'  [Extract.] 

Washington,  October  8, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  received  last 
night  from  Mr.  Consul  Bunch,  explanatory  of  his  conduct  with  regard 
to  the  transmission  of  dispatches  by  Mr.  Bobert  Mure.         •        •        • 


[Inclofliire.] 

Consul  Bunch  to  Lsrd  Lyons. 

Chableston,  September  30, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lord- 
ship's dispatch  of  August  20,  respecting  the  case  of  Mr.  Bobert  Mure, 
and  to  reply  to  it  as  Mly  as  possible. 
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It  api>ears  to  me  that  the  best  way  of  so  doing  will  be  to  take  the 
various  suspicions  which  have  arisen  in  the  matter,  one  by  one. 

First.  I  totally  disbelieve  the  accusations  against  Mr.  Mure,  that  he 
was  the  bearer  of  dispatches  from  the  de  facto  government  of  Rich- 
mond to  any  one  at  all.  He  most  positively  and  distinctly  denied  to  me 
on  two  occasions,  that  he  had  anything  whatever  except  letters  from  his 
mercantile  friends,  whom  he  could  not  refuse.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  when  Mr.  Mure  left  Charleston,  the  Adams  Express  Company  was 
carrying  correspondence  openly,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  United 
States  government ;  and,  sdso,  tnat  in  carrying  the  letters  he  did,  Mr. 
Mure  violated  no  postal  law  wnatever.  By  the  law  of  the  United  States 
an  unpaid  carrier  may  take  any  number  of  letters  out  of  the  country 
without  any  postage  being  prepaid,  or  paid  at  aU,  as  far  as  the  United 
States  is  concerned.  Mr.  Mure  was  surely  not  answerable  for  the  con- 
tents of  the  letters  he  carried,  and  I  could  not  consider  him  as  being 
disqualified  from  being  the  bearer  of  a  bag  to  Earl  Eussell,  by  his  doing 
what  every  one  who  left  Charleston  was  doing  daily,  and  tiie  express 
company  openly. 

So  much  for  Mr.  Mure :  now  for  myself. 

It  is,  I  hope,  needless  lor  me  to  assure  your  lordship  that  there  was 
not  one  single  paper  in  my  bag  which  was  not  entirely  and  altogether  on 
her  Majesty's  service.  Even  some  private  letters  which  I  was  sending 
for  English  governesses,  nursery  maids,  and  individuals  of  humble  posi- 
tion (all  of  which  came  to  me  open.)  were  put  under  cover  to  the  under- 
secretary of  foreign  affairs,  with  a  letter  explaining  what  they  were,  and  ' 
why  I  sent  them,  so  that  there  was  not  a  line  which  was  not  directed 
officially  to  Lord  John  Eussell  or  the  under-secretary.  The  bag  was 
bulky,  it  is  true ;  and  why  f  It  contained,  besides  dispatches,  four  copies 
of  four  different  kinds  of  .official  pamphlets  issued  at  Eichmond,  and 
forwarded  in  pursuance  of  your  lordship's  .orders. 

The  "  passport  ^  was  not  intended  as  such.  It  was  not  one  bf  my 
regular  printed  passports,  but  a  certificate  stating  that  Mr.  Mure  was 
charged  by  me  with  dispatches.  I  was  wrong,  perhaps,  in  calling  him  a 
British  merchant,  without  adding  that  he  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  but  I  thought  that  the  absence  of  the  words  "British 
subject "  would  lead  to  that  conclusion  5  besides  which,  I  had  on  several 
occasions  sent  dispatches  by  bond  fide  native-born  American  citizens, 
without  objection. 

As  your  lordship  kijiows,  it  was  simply  impossible  to  procure  the 
counter-signature  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  so-called  passport. 

Your  lordship  is  also  aware  that  my  dispatches  to  the  Foreign  Office 
always' go  direct,  and  not  through  the  legation. 

As  to  my  having  tried  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  my  dispatches  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  United  States  authorities,  the  very  reverse  is  the 
fact,  as  in  my  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  Mure,  I  distinctly  told  him 
to  deliver  them  to  any  United  States  officer  of  rank,  if  objection  were 
made  to  his  carrying  them. 

My  messenger  was  a  naturalized  American  citizen,  because  I  could  get 
no  one  else  of  such  undoubted  position  and  respectability.  But  he  was 
a  Scotchman  bom,  and  a  British  subject  in  loyalty  and  feeling,  although 
he  had  done  what  numbers  do  to  enable  them  to  hold  property  in  this 
country.  I  disapprove  totally  of  the  step  myself,  but  I  know  that  it  is 
taken  by  hundreds  who  would  deeply  resent  the  accusation  that  they 
had  thereby  intended  to  show  disrespect  to  the  Queen.  As  to  Mr.  Mure 
having  been  a  colonel  in  the  forces  of  South  Carolina,  it  is  not  the  case. 
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He  was,  some  years  ago,  captain  of  a  militia  company  in  Charleston,  but 
be  has  taken  no  part  whatever  in  the  late  troubles. 

I  feel  deeply  indebted  to  your  lordship  for  the  opinions  you  have  been 
pleased  to  express  to  Earl  Bussell  respecting  my  conduct  in  this  matter. 
l?he  contents  of  my  bag  will  have  spoken  for  themselves  before  now  5  I 
am  quite  content  to  be  judged  by  them.  It  is,  at  any  rate,  a  satisfac- 
tion to  me  to  feel  that  your  lordship  was  convinced,  without  any  expla- 
nation from  me,  that  I  would  not  prostitute  my  official  position  by  for- 
warding an  improper  or  clandestine  correspondence. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  BUKOH. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'So.  108.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington,  October  22,  1861. 

Sm :  The  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  September  (No.  44) 
has  been  already  acknowledged. 

It  was  accompanied  by  Earl  Eussell's  reply  to  the  note  which,  in  execu- 
tion of  my  instructions,  you  addressed  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  deten- 
tion of  a  bearer  of  dispatches  sent  by  Robert  Bunch,  her  Msy  esty's  consul 
at  Charleston,  and  the  substitution  by  me  of  another  person  to  convey  his 
consular  bag  to  Great  Britain. 

Earl  Bussell  says,  in  his  note,  that  if  it  had  been  true  (as  we  appre- 
hended) that  Mr.  Bunch  had  inserted  into  his  official  bag  and  covered 
with  his  official  seal  the  correspondence  of  the  enemies  of  this  govern- 
ment in  the  United  States,  he  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  grave  breach 
of  his  duty  towards  his  own  government  and  that  of  the  United  States. 
Earl  Bussell  says,  also,  that  on  the  opening  of  the  bag  at  the  Foreign 
Office  (in  London)  no  ground  for  that  suspicion  was  revealed. 

These  declarations,  made  with-unquestioned  candor  and  freedom,  are 
entirely  satisfactory  upon  the  main  point  involved  in  your  note.  It  is 
therefore  a  pleasant  duty  for  me  to  instruct  you  to  reply  to  Earl  Bussell 
tllat  this  government  regrets  the  interruption  of  the  passage  of  the  con- 
sular dispatches,  which  has  occurred  in  consequence  of  a  mistaken 
suspicion  that  the  agent  who  transmitted  them  was  abusing  the  confi- 
dence of  the  two  governments.  I  sincerely  hope  that  no  serious  incon- 
venience resulted  from  the  delay. 

Earl  Bussell,  after  making  the  explanations  which  I  have  quoted 
proceeds  to  remark  that  her  M^jestj^'s  government  was  advised  that  the 
suspension  of  the  conveyance  by  post  of  letters  from  British  subjects 
between  the  northern  States  and  the  southern  States  was  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  treaty  on  this  subject  contracted  between  the  two  govern- 
ments ;  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  been,  nevertheless,  unwilling 
to  press  this  >iew  on  the  United  States ;  but  that  this  stoppage  of  the 
post  has  occasioned  great  inconvenience  to  individuals.  His  lordship 
then  submits  a  copy  of  a  note  which  Mr.  Bunch  had  written  to  the" 
ander-secretary  of  state,  showing  the  mode  in  which  he  had  endeavored 
to  palliate  the  evil  by  inclosing  private  letters  in  his  official  bag.  His 
lordship  then  dismisses  the  subject,  saying  that  he  shall  addi^ess  any 
further  communication  he  may  have  to  make  thereon,  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Mr.  Bunch,  in  his  note,  states  that  he  incloses  in  the  bag,  to  the 
under-secretary's  address,  certain  letters  which  are  intended  for  the 
post,  and  that  they  are  principally  letters  of  servants,  governesses,  &c., 
British  subjects,  which,  owing  to  the  discontinuance  of  the  post,  they 
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are  unable  to  send  in  any  other  way  t  also,  that  some  of  the  letters  con- 
tain dividends,  the  property  of  British  subjects,  which  they  could  scarcely 
receive  without  Mr.  Bunch's  intervention.  He  adds  that  he  hopes  that 
there  is  no  irregularity  in  this  proceeding,  since  no  expense  of  postage 
is  incurred,  because  tiie  bag  in  which  the  letters  are  contained  goes  by 
a  private  hand  to  Liverpool.  I  read  this  note  under  the  light  thrown 
upon  it  by  the  explanations  of  Earl  Eussell,  which  show  that  the  whole 
correspondence  contained  in  the  bag  was  innocent. 

In  these  circumstances^  what  remains  open  to  special  exception  in  Mn 
Bunch's  proceeding  is,  his  substitution  of  his  consular  bag  and  official 
seal  for  the  mail-bag  and  mail-locks  of  the  United  States,  and  of  his  own. 
mail-carrier  for  the  mail-carrier  of  the  United  States. 

The  proceeding  of  the  consul  in  these  respects,  certainly,  is  not  defen- 
sible on  any  ground  of  treaty  or  international  law ;  nor  does  Earl  Rus- 
sell in  any  way  imply  that  he  deems  it  so.  The  proceeding,  however, 
was  practically  harmless,  and  it  is  not  likely  to  be  repeated. 

I  confess  to  the  fact  of  the  interruption  of  the  post,  and  also  that  it  works 
literally  a  non-fiilfillment  of  a  treaty  stipulation.  1  deplore  it  for  that  rea- 
son, as  well  as  for  the  public  and  private  injuries  that  it  occasions,  not  only 
abroad  but  at  home.  But  the  British  government  is  well  aware  that 
the  interruption  has  occurred,  not  through  the  ddiberate  or  even  volun- 
tary consent  of  the  government,  but  through  the  sudden  violence  of  an 
insurrection  which  has  not  only  obstructed  the  mails,  but  which  even  seeks 
to  overthrow  not  only  the  treaty  in  question,  but  even  the  govemm^it 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Union  itself,  which  constitute  them  one 
treaty-making  and  treaty-observing  nation.  Suppression  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  parties  in  that  nation  with  each  other,  in  thiscoimtry 
and  in  foreign  countries,  is  a  measure  which  is  essential  to  the  suppression 
of  the  insurrection  itself,  and  to  a  complete  restoration  of  the  fonctions 
of  the  government  throughout  the  Union.  I  feel  sure  that  the  magna- 
nimity of  the  British  government  may  be  relied  upon  not  to  complain, 
at  one  and  the  same  time,  of  the  brea-ch  of  our  international  postal  treaty 
under  such  circumstances,  and  of  our  resort  to  a  measure  which  is  indis- 
pensable to  complete  our  ability  to  ftilflU  it. 

I  have  deferred  this  dispatch  so  long,  supposing  that  it  is  possible 
Lord  Lyons  might  be  charged  to  say  something  to  me  bearing  on  the 
subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  dkc.^  &c. 


Mr.  Seuoard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  109.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingim,^  October  23, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  recur  once  more  to  your  dispatch  of  September  14,  iN'o.  44.  On 
the  3d  of  that  month  you  addressed  a  note  to  Earl  Eussell,  in  which  you 
informed  him,  by  my  direction,  that  from  the  contents  of  the  many  letters 
found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Eobert  Mure,  bearer  of  dispatches  to  the 
government  of  Great  Britain,  but  detained  at  New  York  as  an  agent  of 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  tiiie  following  statement  is  made  of  the 
acti.op  of  Mr.  Bunch  in  Charleston:  "Mr.  Bunch,  on  oath  of  secrecy, 
eommunicaU^  to  me  also  that  the  first  step  to  recognition  was  taken ; 
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tiiat  lie  and  Mr.  Belligny  together  sent  Mr.  Trescot  to  Bicbmond  yester- 
day to  ask  Jeff.  Davis^  president,  to  — • the  treaty  of to 

the  neutral  flag  covering  neutral  goods  to  be  respected.  This  is  the  first 
step  of  direct  Seating  with  our  government.  So  prepare  for  active  bnsi- 
ness  by  first  of  January." 

You  submitted  this  information  to  her  Ms^esty's  government  with  a 
request  on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  that,  if  it  should 
be  found  to  be  correct,  Mr.  Bunch  might  be  at  once  removed  from  his 
office.  And  you  further  added,  by  my  direction,  that  the  President  would 
cheerfully  accord  an  exequatur  to  any  person  who  might  be  appointed 
to  succeed  Mr.  Bunch,  who  would  faithftdly  perform  his  functions  with* 
out  irjury  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States. 

There  is  appended  to  your  dispatch,  now  before  me,  the  written  answer 
of  the  Earl  Bussell  to  your  note  thus  recited. 

His  lordship  answers  that  he  will,  vdthout  hesitation,  state  to  Mr.  Adams 
that,  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  between  the  British  and  French  gov- 
ernments, Mr.  Bunch  was  instructed  to  communicate  to  the  persons  exer- 
cising authority  in  the  so-called  Oonfederate  States  the  desire  of  those 
governments  that  the  second,  third  and  fourth  articles  of  the  declaration 
of  Paris  should  be  observed  by  those  States  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
hostilities  in  which  they  were  engaged.  His  lordship  then  asked  you  to 
observe  that  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  and  France  is  deeply  inte- 
rested in  the  maintenance  of  the  articles  providing  that  the  flag  covers 
the  goods,  and  that  the  goods  of  a  neutral  taken  on  board  a  belligerent 
^p  are  not  liable  to  confiscation.  Earl  Bussell  thereupon  proceeds  to 
say  that  Mr.  Bunch,  in  what  he  has  done  in  this  matter,  has  acted  in 
obedience  to  the  instructions  of  his  government,  who  accept  the  respon- 
sibility of  his  proceedings,  so  far  as  they  are  known  to  the  foreign  depart- 
ment, and  who  cannot  therefore  remove  him  from  his  office  for  having 
obeyed  their  instructions.  But  his  lordship  adds  that,  when  it  is  stated 
in  a  letter  from  some  person,  not  named,  that  the  first  step  to  the  recog- 
nition of  the  southern  States  by  Great  Britain  has  been  taken,  he,  Earl 
BnsseU,  begs  to  decline  all  responsibility  for  such  statement ;  and  he 
remarks  on  this  branch  of  the  subject  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  already  recognized  the  belligerent  character  of  the  southern  States, 
and  they  will  continue  to  consider  them  as  belligerents,  but  that  her 
Majesty's  government  have  not  recognized,  and  are  not  prepared  to  recog« 
nize,  the  so-called  Confederate  States  as  a  separate  and  independent 
state. 

You  are  instructed  to  reply  to  this  note  of  her  Majesty's  principal  sec- 
retary of  state  for  foreign  aftairs: 

First.  That  her  Majesty's  government,  having  avowed  that  Mr.  Bunch 
acted  under  their  instructions,  so  far  as  his  conduct  is  known  to  the  for- 
eign department,  and  that  government  having  avowed  their  responsi- 
biUty  for  Ms  proceedings  in  that  extent,  it  is  admitted  that,  so  far  as 
that  portion  of  the  sui^ect  is  concerned,  the  matter  is  to  be  settled 
directly  with  her  Mjyesty's  government. 

Secondly.  That  a  law  of  the  United  States  forbids  any  person,  not' 
specially  appointed,  or  duly  authorized,  or  recognized  by  the  President, 
whether  citizen  or  denizen,  privileged  or  unprivileged,  from  counseling, 
advising,  aiding  or  assisting  in  any  political  corree(pondence  with  the 
government  of  any  foreign  state  whatever,  with  an  intent  to  influence 
the  measures  of  any  foreign  government,  or  of  any  officer  or  agent 
thereof,  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or  controversies  with  the  United 
States,  or  to  defeat  the  measures  of  the  government.  The  proceeding  of 
Mr.  Bunch  was  cleady  ^d  distinctly  in  violation  of  ttus  positive  law. 
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Thirdly.  This  government  finds  no  sufficient  justification  or  excuse  for 
the  proceeding  of  Mr.  Bunch,  thus  shown  to  be  in  violation  of  the  law  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  consideration  that  G-reat  Britain  was  deeply 
interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  articles  which  provide  that  the  fla^ 
covers  the  goods,  and  that  the  goods  of  a  neutral,  taken  on  board  a  bel- 
ligerent ship,  are  not  liable  to  confiscation. 

It  is  enough  to  say  on  this  subject  that,  in  our  view,  the  proper  agents 
of  the  British  government,  to  make  known  that  interest  here,  are  the 
diplomatic,  not  the  consular  agents  of  her  Msyesty;  and  that  the  only- 
authority  in  this  country,  to  which  any  diplomatic  communication  what- 
ever can  be  made,  is  the  government  of  the  United  Stat^  itself. 

Still  less  can  the  United  States  admit  that  communication  by  Mr 
Bunch,  while  exercising  consular  privileges  with  which  he  was  clothed 
by  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  with  insurgents  in  arms  against  the 
federal  government,  is  justified  by  the  declaration  of  the  British  ministry 
that  they  have  already  recognized  the  belligerent  character  of  the  insur- 
gents, and  that  they  will  continue  te  consider  them  as  belligerents.  It 
is  understood  to  be  true  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  heretofore 
issued  a  royal  proclamation  which  they  interpret  as  declaring  that  they 
recognize  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent.  But  it  is  also  true  that  this 
government  has,  with  equal  decision  and  with  equal  resolution,  announced 
to  the  British  government  that  any  such  declaration  made  b^^  the  British 
government  would  not  be  accepted  as  modifying,  in  the  least  degree,  the 
rights  or  powers  of  this  government,  or  the  obligations  due  to  them  by 
Great  Britain  as  a  friendly  nation.  Still  adhering  to  this  position,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  will  continue  to  pursue,  as  it  has  here- 
tofore done,  the  counsels  of  prudence,  aiid  will  not  suflfer  itself  to  be  dis- 
turbed by  excitement.  It  must  revoke  the  exequatur  of  the  consul,  who 
has  not  only  been  the  bearer  of  communications  between  the  insurgents 
and  a  foreign  government,  in  violation  of  our  laws,  but  has  abused 
equally  the  confidence  of  the  two  governments  by  reporting,  without  the 
authority  of  his  government,  and  in  violation  of  their  own  policy,  as  well 
as  of  our  nation^  rights,  that  the  proceeding  in  which  he  was  engaged 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  treaty  with  the  insurgents,  and  the  first  step 
towards  a  recognition  by  Great  Britain  of  their  sovereigntj\  Moreover, 
the  conduct  of  the  person  in  question,  even  while  this  correspondence 
has  been  going  on,  as  well  as  before  it  commenced,  has  been  that  not  of 
a  friend  to  this  government,  or  even  of  a  neutral,  but  of  a  partisan  of 
faction  and  disunion. 

In  reviewing  this  subject,  it  would  be  unjust  to  her  Majesty's  minister 
residing  here,  as  well  as  to  her  Majesty's  government,  to  omit  to  say  that 
that  minister  has,  in  all  his  proceedings,  carefully  respected  the  sove- 
reignty and  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  arrangements 
which  hare  been  made  by  him,  with  the  approval  of  this  government, 
for  communication  between  the  British  government  and  its  consuls, 
through  the  national  vessels  of  Great  Britain  entering  blockaded  ports, 
without  carrying  passengers  or  private  letters,  seems  to  forbid  any  neces- 
sity for  a  recurrence  of  such  proceedings  as  those  which  have  brought 
about  these  explanations.  You  will  inform  the  Earl  Russell  that  the  ex- 
equatur of  Mr.  Bunch  has  been  withdrawn  because  his  services  as  consul 
are  not  agreeable  to  this  government,  and  that  the  consular  privileges 
thus  taken  from  him  will  be  cheerfully  allowed  to  any  successor  whom  her 
Majesty's  government  may  appoint,  against  whom  no  grave  personal  objec- 
tions shall  exist.  It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  President  to  reflect 
that  the  proceeding  which  I  have  been  considering  occurred  some  time 
ago,  and  that  the  part  of  it  which  was  most  calculated  to  ofiend,  and  to 
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^which  exception  is  novf  especially  taken,  finds  no  support  in  the  commu- 
nication of  Earl  EusseU. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc^  dtc^  &c. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p.  15.] 

No.  16. 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office,  October  26, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  8th  instant,  inclos- 
ing a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Bunch  dated  the  30th  ultimo,  explain- 
ing his  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  transmission  of  dispatches  and  letters 
by  Mr.  Robert  Mure,  and  I  regret  to  have  to  state  to  your  lordship  that 
her  Majesty's  government  hold  that  explanation  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  in  the  first  place,  that  Mr.  Bunch  violated  your 
lordship's  instruction  to  the  consuls  not  to  intrust  dispatches  to  persons 
charged  with  the  transmission  of  private  corresporfdence. 

But,  in  the  next  place,  Mr.  Bunch  gives  no  distinct  denial  to  the  state- 
ment contained  in  a  private  letter  published  in  the  newspapers  that  he 
had  confided  to  the  writer  the  purport  of  the  order  he  had  received  from 
her  Majesty's  government,  and  had  represented  it  as  a  first  step  to  the 
recognition  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

Your  lordship  is  directed  to  require  further  explanation  on  these  points 
from  IVIr.  Bunch,  and  to  send  a  ship  of  war  to  Charleston  to  communicate 
with  Mr.  Bunch  and  bring  his  reply. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


[From  the  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p.  15.] 

Ko.  17. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Ertract.] 

Washington,  October  28, 1861. 

I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship,  by  telegraph,  that 
Mr.  Seward  read  to  me  the  day  before  yesterday  a  dispatch  which  he 
had  prepared,  directing  Mr.  Adams  to  announce  to  your  lordship  that 
this  government  had  determined  to  revoke  the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Consul 
Bunch. 

The  dispatch  appeared,  when  Mr.  Seward  read  it  to  me,  to  be  signed, 
and  to  be  ready  to  be  sent  off.  But  Mr.  Seward  said  that  he  wa^  not  in 
any  hurry  about  it,  and  that  he  should,  perhaps,  not  send  it  by  the  first 
packet.  It  may^  therefore,  not  reach  Mr.  Adams  until  some  days  after 
the  dispatch  which  I  am  now  writing  is  in  your  lordship's  hands. 

Mr.  Seward  read  it  to  me  after  a  conversation  which  I  had  with  him 
the  day  before  yesterday  at  the  State  Department  on  other  matters.    It 


156  CLAIMS  AGAINST   GREAT   BRITAIN. 

began  by  recapitulating,  at  some  lengthy  the  oommunications  between 
your  lordship  and  Mr.  Adams.  It  qaoted  the  declaration  in  your  lord- 
ship's note  of  the  9th  September^  that  her  Majesty's  government  recog- 
nized the  southern  States  as  beUigerents.  With  reference  to  that  decla- 
ration it  stated  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  were  aware 
that  a'royal  proclamation  had  been  issued  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment construed  as  a  recognition  of  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  rebels. 
But  it  asserted  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  did  not  admit 
that  anything  had  occurred  which  changed  in  the  smallest  degree  the 
relations  of  the  southern  States  with  foreign  powers.  The  southern  and 
the  northern  States  formed  one  confederation;  communications  concerning 
the  one,  no  less  than  those  concerning  the  other,  must  be  addressed  to 
the  federal  government  at  Washington,  and  must  be  made  by  diplo- 
matic, not  by  consular  officers.  To  tiiis  position  the  government  of  the 
United  States  would  firmly  adhere. 

With  regard  to  your  lordship's  announcement  that  her  M^esty's  gov- 
ernment accepted  the  responsibility  of  Mr.  Bunch's  proceedings,  so  far  as 
they  were  known  to  them,  the  dispatoh  stated,  if  I  recollect  right,  that 
it  was  admitted  that  this  announcement  put  an  end,  so  far  as  Mr.  Bunch 
was  concerned,  to  all  question  respecting  the  proceedings  io  which  it 
applied. 

I  did  not  find  it  easy  to  follow  the  line  of  argument  next  taken.  The 
object  seemed  to  be  ^  assign  reasons  for  withdrawing  the  exequatur, 
founded  on  parts  of  Mr.  Bunch's  conduct,  distinct  fipom  the  proceedings 
for  which  her  Majesty's  government  had  declared  themselves  responsi- 
ble. For  this  purpose  it  seemed  to  be  assumed  that  the  assertions  in  an 
intercepted  letter  fipom  a  person  not  known,  which  are  quoted  in  Mr. 
Adams's  note  to  your  lord^ip  of  the  5th  ultimo,  were  literally  true.  On 
this  authority  it  appeared  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  Mr.  Bunch  had 
said  that  the  first  step  to  recognition  had  been  taken.  It  was  argued 
that,' as  your  lordship  had  declined  all  responsibility  for  such  a  state- 
ment, Mr.  Bunch  must  be  held  personally  responsible  for  it. 

An  additional  charge  was,  moreover,  brought  by  the  disi)ateh  against 
Mr.  Bunch  of  having  violated  a  law  which  was  cited,  and  which  forbids 
residents  in  the  United  States  to  engage  with  a  foreign  government  in 
any  communication  calculated  to  tJiwart  the  policy  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. 

Farther  on,  Mr.  Bunch  was  accused  of  having  been,  from  the  begin- 
ning, a  partisan  of  the  rebels,  and  of  having  shown,  by  various  improx)er 
acts,  hostility  to  the  United  States. 

Lastly,  I  think  the  ground  was  taken  that  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur  was 
to  be  withdrawn,  because  he  was  not  acceptable  to  the  United  States, 
or  because  it  was  not  agreeable  to  them  that  he  should  continue  to  dis- 
charge consular  Amotions  in  this  country. 

An  opportunity  was  taken  in  the  course  of  the  dispatoh  to  express  sat- 
isfaction with  the  arrangements  which  I  had  made  ibr  communicating 
with  her  Majesty's  consukktes  in  the  southern  States  by  means  of  ships 
of  war. 

Not  the  smallest  allusion,  that  I  recollect,  was  made  anywhere  fo  the 
share  taken  by  the  late  French  consul  at  Charleston,  M.  de  Belligny,  in 
the  communications  with  the  so-called  confederate  government. 

It  may  seem  superfluous  to  make  any  observations  on  the  charges 
brought  against  Mr.  Bunch.  I  cannot,  however,  help  saying  that  never 
were  serious  chai*ges  brought  upon  a  slighter  foundation.  The  oommu- 
nications with  the  southern  government  were  conducted  by  Mr.  Bunch 
with  very  remarkable  prudence  and  discretion.    The  accusation  that  he 
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stated  that  the  first  step  had  been  taken  towards  recognition  I  believe 
to  be  false.    It  rests,  at  all  events,  upon  no  better  evidence  than  an 
assertion  in  an  intercepted  letter,  the  name  of  the  writer  of  which  does 
not  appear  to  be  known.    Ko  one  who  has  read  Mr.  Bunch's  dispatches 
to  your  lordship  and  to  me  can  consider  him  as  in  the  least  degree  a 
partisan  of  the  southern  cause.    Mr.  Seward  has,  it  is  true,  for  some 
time  had  a  notion,  of  which  I  have  in  vain  endeavored  to  disabuse  him, 
that  Mr.  Bunch  is  hostile  to  the  United  States;  but  I  could  never  find 
that  the  notion  had  any  better  foundation  than  Mvolous  representations 
made  to  this  government  that  Mr.  Bunch  was  active  in  forwarding  pri- 
vate letters.    It  is  contradicted  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  large  public 
and  private  correspondence  which  he  has  all  along  kept  up  with  me.    It 
has  probably  had  its  origin  in  Mr,  Bunch's  endeavors  to  convey  inform- 
ation as  frequently  as  possible  to  her  Majesty's  government  and  to  this 
legation. 

When  Mr.  Seward  had  finished  reading  the  dispatch  I  remained  silent. 
After  a  short  pause,  I  took  leave  of  him  courteously  and  withdrew. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  71.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landonj  November  14,  1861. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  now  to  report  the  proceedings  had  in  execution 
of  the  purpose  designated  in  your  dispatch,  No.  188,  of  the  23d  of  October 
last.  Not  being  quite  clear  what  course  would  be  the  most  acceptable 
to  Lord  Bussefi,  I  decided  to  ask  for  a  personal  interview,  which  was 
accorded  to  me  for  the  13th,  at  three-quarters  past  two  o'clock,  at  the 
Foreign  Office. 

I  opened  the  conversation  by  saying  that  I  had  been  charged  with  the 
duty  of  communicating  to  his  lordship  the  views  of  my  government 
touching  the  action  of  Mr.  Bunch,  and  the  diversion  of  his  bag,  as 
explained  by  his  note  of  the  9th  of  September  to  me,  which  I  had  trans- 
mitted to  the  United  States.  Not  being  certain  a«  to  the  best  shai)e  in 
which  to  clothe  the  reply,  I  had  deemed  it  best  to  come  at  once  to  sub- 
mit the  question  to  his  decision.  I  was  prepared  to  do  that  which  would 
be  the  most  acceptable  to  her  Majesty's  government.  To  that  end  I 
asked  his  permission  to  read  to  him  tifie  contents  of  your  dispatch.  No. 
108,  exactly  as  I  had  received  it. 

I  chose  to  adopt  this  plan,  because  I  thought  that  the  highly  con- 
ciliatory tone  which  pervades  that  paper  might,  if  presented  ipinssimia 
verbiSj  have  some  effect  in  doing  away  with  the  impressions  so  assidu- 
ously making  here,  of  the  prevalence  of  a  disposition  hostile  to  Great 
Britain  in  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Accordingly  I  re^d  the  dispatch  slowly  and  carefully,  and  not  without 
feeling.  His  lordship  is  by  no  means  a  demonstrative  man.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  detect  the  symptom  of  any  emotion  in  his  countenance;  and  yet 
I  thought  I  saw  a  gleam  of  satisfaction,  and  a  slight  softening  of  manner 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  interview.  On  laying  the  paper  down,  I 
expressed  my  gratification  at  being  able  to  make,  the  communication. 
and  then  repeated  the  proposal  to  give  it  shape  in  writing  if  he  deemea 
it  most  advisable  to  accept  it  in  that  manner.  His  lordship  immediately 
answered  that  he  should  be  glad  to  have  it  made  in  the  form  of  a  rega- 
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lar  commnnication,  and  I  promised  to  draw  it  up  in  that  way.  Accord- 
ingly, I  have  embodied  the  substance,  and  even  most  of  the  letter,  of  your 
dispatch  in  the  form  of  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
forward  herewith. 

I  then  remarked  that  in  the  meeting  I  hsid  had  with  Lord  Palmerston 
the  preceding  day  he  had  alluded  to  the  reception  of  news  of  the  revo- 
cation of  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  foun- 
dation there  was  for  it,  as  I  had  received  no  notice  of  the  kind.  His 
lordship  said  that  it  came  in  a  telegram  from  Lord  Lyons,  at  the  latest 
moment.  In  a  previous  dispatch,  dated  the  26th,  he  had  mentioned  that 
you  had  read  to  him  a  dispatch  which  you  had  addressed  to  me  on  the 
subject,  but  inasmuch  as  I  said  that  none  such  had  been  received,  his  lord- 
ship inferred  that  action  upon  it  might  have  been  suspended.  He  also 
referred  to  an  answer  made  by  Mr.  Bunch,  denying  the  truth  of  the 
charge  made  in  the  intercepted  letter,  a  copy  of  which  had  been  made 
the  basis  of  my  complaint  of  his  conduct.  I  repeated  my  remark,  that 
I  had  not  heard  a  syllable  of  the  matter,  and  added  that  the  drift  of  the 
dispatch  I  had  just  read  indicated  no  great  dissatisfaction  with  Mr. 
Bimch's  conduct.  My  latest  dispatch  from  you  is  dated  the  28th,  but 
on  observing  the  absence  of  that  numbered  109, 1  am  led  to  infer  that 
it  must  be  the  one  to  which  Lord  Lyons  made  his  reference.    In  that 

case,  I  shall  probably  receive  it  by  the  next  steamer. 

•  *  •  #  •  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State* 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  14, 1861. 

My  Lord:  In  obedience  to  instructions,  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  the  answer  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  to  the  note  addressed  by  your  lordship  to  me  on 
the  9th  of  September  last,  in  reply  to  a  previous  note  of  mine  touching 
the  diversion  made  from  its  original  course  of  the  sealed  bag  of  dis- 
patches of  Mr.  Robert  Bunch,  her  Msyesty's  consul  at  Charleston,  a  copy 
of  which  was  immediately  forwarded  by  me  for  their  information.  I  am 
directed  to  say  to  your  lordship  that  the  declarations  made  in  that  note 
with  unquestioned  candor  and  freedom,  touching  the  contents  of  that 
bag,  are  entirely  satisfactory  upon  the  main  point  involved  in  the  sug- 
gestion I  have  been  instructed  to  make.  It  is,  therefore,  a  pleasant  duty 
imposed  upon  me  to  express  the  regret  felt  by  my  government  at  the 
interruption  of  the  passage  of  the  consular  dispatches,  which  has  occur- 
red in  consequence  •of  a  mistaken  suspicion  that  the  agent  who  trans- 
mitted them  was  abusing  the  confidence  of  the  two  governments.  It  is 
hoped  that  no  serious  inconvenience  resulted  from,  the  delay. 

It  would  appear  from  the  explanation  made  by  Mr.  Bunch  in  the  lettel^ 
a  copy  of  which  was  annexed  to  your  lordship's  note,  that  by  reason  or 
flie  stoppage  of  the  ordinary  modes  of  conveyance  by  post,  to  the  benefit 
of  which  British  subjects  are  entitled  by  treaty  stipulations,  entered  into 
between  the  two  countries,  creating  great  inconvenience  to  those  of 
them  residing  in  the  southern  States,  he  was  induced  to  remedy  the  e\il 
by  inclosing  a  number  of  private  letters  in  Ids  official  bag.    The  nature 
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of  the  correspondence  he  also  explains  in  a  manner  perfectly  satisfactory; 
so  that  the  exceptionable  nature  of  Mr.  Bunch's  proceedings  is  reduced  to 
liis  substitution  of  his  consular  bag  and  official  seal  for  the  mail-bag  and 
mail-locks  of  the  United  States,  and  of  his  own  mail-carrier  for  the  mail- 
carriers  of  the  United  States. 

Whatever  might  be  the  exception  to  be  taken  even  to  this  course  in 
ordinary  times,  my  government  is  not  disposed  to  urge  it  under  the  cir- 
cumstances which  now  attend  the  case.  The  fact  of  the  interruption'  of 
the  post,  and  also  that  it  works  literally  a  non-fiilfillment  of  a  treaty 
sripulation,  is  admitted  and  deplored,  not  simply  for  that  reason,  but 
because  of  the  public  and  private  injuries  that  it  occasions,  as  weU  abroad 
as  at  home.  But  it  is  believed  that  her  M«yesty's  government  is  but  too 
well  apprised  of  the  truth  that  this  interruption  has  occurred  by  no 
deliberate  or  voluntary  act  of  its  own,  but  through  the  sudden  violence 
of  an  insurrection  which  has  not  only  obstructed  the  mails,  but  which 
even  seeks  to  overthrow,  not  only  the  treaty  in  question,  but  even  the 
government  itself,  and  the  Union  which  constitutes  the  people  a  treaty- 
making  and  treaty-observing  nation.  Suppression  of  the  correspondence 
between  parties  in  that  insurrection  with  each  other  in  this  country,  and 
in  foreign  countries,  is  a  measure  essential  to  the  suppression  of  the 
insurrection  itself,  and  to  a  complete  restoration  of  the  government 
throughout  the  Union.  It  is,  then,  confidently  believed  that  the  known 
magnanimity  of  her  Majesty's  govenmient  may  be  relied  upon,  not  to 
complain  at  one  and  the  same  time  o^the  breach  of  our  international 
postal  treaty,  under  such  circumstances,  and  of  our  resort  to  a  measure 
which  is  indispensable  to  complete  the  ability  to  fulfill  it. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  add  to  this  exposition,  which  I  have  been  in- 
structed to  submit,  the  remark  that  it  has  been  delayed  thus  long  only 
upon  the  supposition  that  Lord  Lyons  might,  under  the  intimation  con- 
tained in  your  lordship's  note,  be  charged  with  some  further  communi- 
cation bearing  upon  the  subject. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  <&o.,  c£c.,  dkc. 


[From  Britiah  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p.  21.] 

Ko.  22. 

Lard  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  Kovemher  14, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
which  I  have  received  to-day  from  Mr.  Gonsnl  Bnnch,  and  which  contains 
further  explanations  concerning  his  conduct  with  regard  to  the  letters 
carried  by  Mr.  Robert  Mure. 

This  dispatch  touches  upon  the  two  points  respecting  which  I  am 
directed  by  your  lordship's  dispatch  of  the  26th  idtimo  to  call  for  addi- 
tional explanations  from  Mr.  Bunch.  I  shall  not,  however,  omit  to  com- 
municate to  him  your  lordship's  orders  as  soon  as  I  am  able  to  send  a  ship 
of  war  to  Charleston, 
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[Inclosnre.] 

Conml  Bunch  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Chableston,  October  31, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lord- 
ship^s  dispatch  of  the  23d  instant,  together  with  its  inclosure,  this  latter 
being  a  dispatch  from  Earl  Eussell,  dated  September  14,  to  your  lordship, 
calling  for  exx)lauations  of  my  conduct  with  regard  to  the  private  letters 
seized  upon  Mr.  Eobert  Mure. 

Your  lordship  is  so  good  as  to  inform  me  that  you  have  already  for- 
warded to  Lord  EusseU  a  copy  of  my  dispatch  to  your  lordship,  of  Sep- 
tember 30,  in  which  I  explained,  as  fully  as  might  be,  my  proceedings  in 
this  unfortunate  affair.  I  do  not,  therefore,  propose  to  trouble  your  lord- 
ship with  many  additional  remarks,  but  I  will  venture  to  sum  up,  as 
briefly  as  I  can,  the  principles  which  actuated  me  in  the  course  which  I 
pursued. 

When  Mr.  Mure  had  determined,  early  in  August,  to  make  his  cus- 
tomary voyage  to  Great  Britain,  he  called  on  me  and  offered  his  services 
to  carry  anything  that  I  might  have  for  the  Foreign  OflBice.  At  that  time 
there  was  no  interrui)tion  of  communication  between  the  northern  and 
the  southern  States.  The  mail,  it  is  true,  had  lately  been  discontinued, 
but  Adams'  Express  and  private  individuals  were  carrying  letters  with- 
out impediment  from  the  govemrhent  of  the  United  States. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Mure,  I  remarked  that  I  would  be  much  obliged  if  he 
would  take  charge  of  a  bag  for  me,  as  I  had  no  particular  faith  in  the 
express ;  the  expense,  also,  ^  ould  have  been  a  very  heavy  one.  I  told 
Mr.  Mure  that  he  must  take  nothing  whatever  that  could  in  any  way 
compromise  him,  such  as  dispatches  from  the  de  facto  government  at 
Eichmond,  orders  for  munitions  of  war,  and  the  like.  He  assured  me 
most  positively  that  he  would  not,  but  added  that  he  had  a  few  letters 
from  his  brother  merchants  which  he  could  not  refuse  to  carry,  and  which 
he  felt  assured  contained  nothing  to  which  objection  could  be  taken.  As 
Mr.  Mure  was  not  a  paid  messenger  of  mine,  but  only  a  gentleman  who 
was  conferring  a  favor  upon  me,  I  did  not  consider  that  your  lordship's 
circular  applied  to  his  case.  No  private  letters  went  under  my  seal,  and 
I  could  not  possibly  suppose  that  the  authorities  of  the  United  States 
would  disapprove  of  his  doing  what  every  one  else  who  left  for  the  north 
was  doing  daily.  I  took  your  lordship's  circular  of  June  20  to  apply  to 
messengers,  bond  fide  such,  and  not  to  ordinary  travelers.  It  is  true, 
that  I  gave  Mr.  Mure  a  document  somewhat  resembling  a  passport^  for 
greater  security.  My  dispatches  were  of  importance ;  and  as  I  had  given 
the  same  style  of  document,  omitting  the  words  "British  merchant,"  to 
several  other  so-called  messengers,  some  of  them  American-born,  with- 
out objection,  I  could  not  anticipate  the  unfortunate  issue.  If  1  have 
erred,  it  has  been  from  excess  of  precaution  and  anxiety  for  the  safety 
of  my  dispatches,  and  the  event  has  proved  that  no  improper  document 
was  found  in  my  bag. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  supposed  letter  respecting  my  communi- 
cations to  the  anonymous  writer  is  a  tissue  of  falsehoods.  I  never  told 
anybody  that  I  had  been  "engaged  on  «•  treaty  of  commerce,"  "  that  the 
first  step  towards  recognition  was  taken,"  or  any  such  absurdities.  It  is 
surely  the  business  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  produce 
the  letter,  with  the  name  of  its  writer.  Until  this  is  done,  I  denounce 
the  statements  as  calumnies  to  which  I  cannot  reply.    Besides  which,  I. 
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can  scarcely  be  held  responsible  for  the  remarks  in  a  private  letter  which 
bears  inconsistency  and  absurdity  on  its  very  face,  as  a  very  brief  exami- 
nation would  show. 

I  have  to  beg  your  lordship  to  furnish  Earl  Eussell  with  a  copy  of 
tbese  remarks.  They  are  less  perfect  than  I  could  have  wished,  but  the 
time  allowed  by  the  vessels  of  war  for  replies  is  very  short,  and  I  aiii, 
moreover,  snJSering  acute  pain,  which  almost  incapacitates  me  &oui 
thought. 

I  have,  &c., 

E.  BUKCH. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  15, 1861. 
SiB:  *4^******* 
On  Tuesday  morning,  the  12th,  I  received  an  informal  note  from  Lord 
Palmerston,  inviting  me,  if  convenient,  to  call  and  see  him,  at  his  own 
house,  between  1  and  2  o'clock  of  that  day.  I  accepted  and  went.  He 
received  me  in  his  library,  all  alone,  and  at  once  opened  on  the  subject 
then  evidently  weighing  on  his  mind. 

He  went  on  to  speak  of  other  information  received  as  to  the  intention 
,  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  revoke  the  exequatur  of  Mr. 
Bunch.  He  said  he  did  not  know  but  what  there  might  be  some  reasons 
satisfactory  to  the  government  for  taking  this  course,  but  it  did  not 
api)ear  to  him  that  any  solid  good  was  to  be  gained  by  it.  It  was  pro- 
ducing irritation — and  all  for  what!  So  long  as  Charleston  was  block- 
aded and  out  of  the  control  of  the  United  States,  where  was  the  use  of 
changing  the  consul !  What  was  the  office  of  consul  worth  to  any  per- 
son now  to  undertake  it !  The  effect  would  be  more  to  stir  up  agitation 
than  anything  else,  aud  he  could  not  perceive  the  benefit  that  could 
ensue  to  either  country  from  that. 

Here,  I  repeated  my  question  as  to  the  grounds  he  had  for  believing 
the  truth  of  the  story.  His  lordship  answered  that  he  heard  it  from 
Mr.  Hammond,  the  under-secretary  at  the  Foreign  Office.  In  that  case, 
1  remarked  that  there  must  be  some  foundation  for  it.  My  own  impres- 
sion had  been  so  strong  that  Mr.  Bunch  had  departed  from  his  proper 
position  of  neutrality  in  our  affairs  that  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  the 
government  of  the  United  States  had  done  what  was  alleged.  All  that 
I  could  say  about  it  was  that  no  notice  of  the  kind  had  been  given  to 
me.  So  far  as  I  could  judge  of  the  disposition  of  the  administration, 
frx)m  the  tone  of  a  dispatch  I  had  just  received  on  the  subject,  with 
which  Mr.  Bunch  had  been  intimately  connected,  I  should  infer  the 
existence  of  any  feeling  rather  than  one  of  irritation  with  Great  Britain 
about  him.  The  substance  of  that  dispatch  I  had  been  directed  to 
communicate  to  Earl  Russell,  and  I  proposed  doing  so  the  next  day  at 
an  interview  which  I  had  solicited  for  the  purpose.  I  begged  his  lord- 
ship to  dismiss  aU  idea  that  my  government  was  not  as  desirous  as  her 
Majesty^s  ministers  could  be  to  raise  no  needless  questions  of  difference 
between  the  two  countries  j  but  we  had  a  great  many  things  to  try  our 
X)atience  as  well  as  they. 

11  A  c— VOL.  I 
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It  was  impossible  for  me  to  witness  what  I  did  here  in  the  way  of 
active  contribution  of  supplies,  of  all  sorts,  by  parties  in  sympathy 
with  the  confederates,  not  to  feel  vexed  and  annoyed  at  it ;  neither  was 
it  to  be  denied  that  the  main  stay  of  this  conspira<cy,  that  which  had 
kept  it  in  vigor  down  to  this  moment,  was  the  hope  of  an  ultimate 
recognition  by  this  government  and  by  France.  The  representations, 
confidently  persisted  in  by  their  emissaries  here,  to  their  people  at  home, 
had  contributed  greatly  to  stimulate  them  to  persevere.  The  speech 
made  by  Mr.  Yancey  at  the  fishmongers'  dinner  the  otiier  day,  and  the 
apparent  reception  it  met  with,  were  diligently  used  in  the  same  sense. 
It  was,  therefore,  not  surprising  if  among  us  there  were  found  persons  who 
gave  more  consequence  to  these  indications  than  they,  perhaps,  merited, 
and  who  charged  upon  the  whole  nation  designs  which  were  cherished  by 
comparatively  few  classes  of  individuals.  All  that  we  -had  desired  was  a 
comi)lete  and  thorough  abstinence  on  the  part  of  foreign  countiies,  so 
that  we  could  be  left  to  manage  the  domestic  difftculty  for  ourselves. 
Had  tbi3  object  been  attained,  it  was  my  conviction  that  the  rebellion 
would  have  burned  out  for  want  of  fiiel  by  this  time.  It  was  the  faith 
in  foreign  aid  that  had  kept  it  up ;  and  the  sense  of  this  was  the  real 
and  only  source  for  what  bad  feeling  had  been  roused  towards  England 
in  America. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAJ^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  74.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  22, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  missing  dispatch 
(No.  109)  of  the  23d  of  October  from  the  department,  which  relates,  as 
1  had  conjectured,  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Bunch,  the  British  consul  at 
Charleston.  In  conformity  with  the  constructions  therein  contained, 
I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Earl  Kussell  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  21, 1861. 

Tlie  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  right  honorable  Earl 
Eussell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs, 
that  he  has  now  just  received  the  answer  of  his  government  to  the  note 
addressed  by  his  lordship  to  the  undersigned  on  the  9th  of  September 
last,  touching  certain  representations  made  by  him  under  instructions 
from  his  government  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Eobert  Bunch,  her  Majesty's 


CLAIMS  AGAINST   GREAT   BRITAIN.  163 

consul  at  Charleston,  and  he  now  proceeds  to  submit  the  substance  of 
the  same  to  his  lordship's  consideration. 

And  first,  it  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  undersigned  to  be  able 
to  say  that  the  President  finds  that  that  part  of  Mr.  Bunch's  proceed- 
ings which  was  most  calculated  to  oflfend  the  United  States,  and  to 
which  exception  was  more  especially  taken,  has  no  support  in  the  com- 
munication of  his  lordship  to  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  reply.  If  it 
be  true  that  Mr,  Bunch  made  any  assurances^  direct  or  implied,  to  the 
insurgents  in  the  United  States,  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  recognize  them  as  a  state,  it  is  now  clear  that 
he  acted  utterly  without  authority.  Whatever  is  the  responsibility 
which  may  be  supposed  to  attach  to  Mr.  Bunch  for  such  an  act,  there  is 
no  disposition  left  to  assign  the  smallest  share  of  it  to  the  source  to 
which  he  is  indebted  for  his  official  position. 

But  though  there  is  great  cause  for  gratification  in  this  view  of  his 
lordship's  note,  the  undersigned  is  constrained  to  admit  that,  lq  another, 
the  President  has  received  it  with  somewhat  less  of  satisfaction.  It 
would  appear  that  her  Majesty's  government  has  avowed  that  Mr. 
Bunch  did  act  under  instructions,  so  far  as  his  conduct  was  known  to 
the  foreign  department,  and  that  that  action  went  to  the  extent  of  com- 
municating to  the  persons  exercising  authority  in  the  so-called  Confede- 
rate States  the  desire  of  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  2d,  3d,  and 
4th  articles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  should  be  observed  by  these 
States  in  the  prosecution  of  the  hostilities  in  which  they  were  engaged. 

The  undersigned  regrets  to  be  obliged  to  submit  to  his  lordship's  con- 
sideration the  fact,  that  Mr.  Bunch  received  from  the  government  of  the 
United  States  a  recognition  exclusively  confined  to  the  performance  of 
consular  duties,  and  that  in  proceeding  to  execute  others  which  very 
nearly  approach,  if  they  do  not  absolutely  belong  to,  those  of  diplo- 
matic agents  only,  he  seems  to  them  to  have  transcended  the  just  limits 
of  any  authority  which  they  had  ever  consented  to  vest  in  him. 

Well  aware  of  the  great  difficulties  necessarily  in  the  way  of  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  laws  of  a  foreign  state,  the  undersigned 
will  not  pretend  to  claim  of  her  Majesty's  government  that  it  should  be 
familiar  with  those  of  the  United  States ;  but  it  becomes  his  duty  to 
point  out  the  fact  that  Mr.  Bunch,  in  accepting  the  post  which  he  did 
under  her  Majesty's  authority,  voluntarily  made  himself  amenable,  at 
least  during  the  period  of  his  residence,  to  the  authority  of  those  laws. 
When,  therefore,  he  received  a  direction  from  the  foreigi^  department  to 
do  an  act  which  was  not  known  by  it  to  be  a  violation  of  one  of  these 
laws,  but  which  he  was  bound  to  know  to  be  such,  his  duty  clearly 
should  have  been^  instead  of  proceeding  at  once  in  contravention  of  the 
law,  to  apprise  his  government  of  the  position  he  was  placed  in,  and  to 
await  their  decision  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  question  involved. 
The  statute  to  which  allusion  is  made  forbids,  under  a  heavy  penalty, 
any  person  not  specially  appointed,  or  duly  authorized  or  recognized  by 
the  President,  whether  citizen  or  denizen^  privileged  or  unpri\nleged, 
from  counseling,  advising,  aiding,  or  assisthig  in  any  political  corre- 
spondence with  the  government  of  any  foreign  state  whatever,  with  an 
intent  to  influence  the  measures  of  any  foreign  government,  or  of  any 
officer  or  agent  thereof,  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or  controversies  with 
the  United  States,  or  to  defeat  the  measures  of  their  government. 

Neither  is  the  undersigned  so  fortunate  as  to  see  in  this  proceeding  of 
Mr.  Bunch,  thus  shown  to  be  on  his  part  a  wanton  violation  of  the  law 
of  the  United  States,  a  sufficient  justification  or  excuse  in  the  conside- 
ration that  Great  Britain  is  deeply  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
articles  which  provide  that  the  flag  covers  the  goods,  and  that  the  goods 
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of  a  neutral  taken  on  board  a  belligerent  ship  are  not  liable  to  confisca- 
tion. It  is  enough  to  say  on  this  subject  that,  in  the  view  of  nearly  all 
civilized  nations,  the  proper  agents  to  make  known  such  wishes  are 
the  diplomatic,  not  the  consular,  agents  of  a  government,  and  that  the 
only^  authority  in  the  United  States  to  which  any  diplomatic  communi- 
cation whatever  can  be  made,  is  the  government  of  the  United  States 
itself.  The  undersigned  is  too  confident  of  the  soundness  of  the  prin- 
ciples which'have  ever  actuated  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  in  all 
its  relations  with  foreign  countries,  not  to  affirm  that  it  would  never 
give  countenance  for  a  single  moment  to  the  application  of  any  other 
doctrine  than  this  to  the  management  of  its  own  affairs. 

Least  of  all,  will  the  undersigned  be  permitted  to  admit  that  commu- 
nication by  Mr.  Bunch,  while  exexcising  consular  privileges  granted  to 
him  with  the  consent  of  the  United  States^  with  insurgents  endeavoring 
to  overthrow  the  government,  can  be  justified  by  the  declaration  of  her 
Mgyesty's  ministers  that  they  have  already  recognized  the  belligerent 
character  of  those  insurgents,  and  will  continue  so  to  consider  them.  It 
is,  indeed,  true  that  her  Majesty's  proclamation  has  beenv  issued  for  the 
regulation  of  all  her  own  subjects,  and  that  it  has  been  interpreted  by 
her  government  as  recognizing  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent ;  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  declines  to  accept 
any  such  interpretation  as  modifying  in  the  least  degree  its  own  rights 
and  powers,  or  the  obligations  of  t^ll  Mendly  nations  towards  it. 

Still  adhering  to  this  position,  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to 
announce,  as  the  result  of  the  most  calm  and  impartial  deliberation  upon 
the  question  thus  submitted  for  its  decision,  the  necessity  which  his 
government  feels  itself  under  to  revoke  the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Bunch. 
Neither  has  this  step  been  taken  without  the  pressure  of  a  strong  con- 
viction that,  independently  of  the  facts  already  alleged,  his  personal 
conduct,  even  down  to  the  time  this  correspondence  has  been  going  on, 
as  well  as  before  it  commenced,  has  been  that  not  of  a  friend  to  the 
government,  nor  even  of  a  neutral,  but  of  a  partizan  of  &ction  and  dis- 
union. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  with  much  pleasure  that  the  undersigned  has  it  in 
his  power  to  convey  to  Earl  Eussell  the  sense  entertained  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  action  of  her  Majesty's  representative  at  Washington.  It 
is  felt  to  be  due  to  him,  as  well  as  to  his  government,  to  say  that  in  all 
his  proceedings  he  has  carefully  respected  the  sovereignty  and  the  rights 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  arrangements  which  have  been  made 
by  him,  with  the  entire  approval  of  the  government,  for  establishing  a 
communication  between  his  government  and  its  consuls,  through  the 
national  vessels  of  Great  Britain,  entering  blockaded  ports  without  car- 
rying passengers  or  private  letters,  bid  fair  to  preclude  all  necessity  for 
a  recurrence  of  such  proceedings  as  those  which  have  necessitated  this 
painful  correspondence. 

Having  thus  perfonned  the  duty  imposed  upon  him  of  announcing 
that  the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Bunch  has  been  withdrawn,  because  his  serv- 
ices are  no  longer  agreeable  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the 
undersigned  is  further  instructed  to  say  that  the  consular  privileges  thus 
taken  from  him  will  be  cheerfully  allowed  to  any  successor  whom  her' 
Majesty-  may  be  pleased  to  ai>point,  against  whom  no  grave  personal 
objections  are  known  to  exist. 

The  undersigned  ha^  the  honor  to  renew  to  Earl  Eussell  the  assur- 
ances of  the  highest  consideration  with  which  he  is  his  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAITCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  EusSELL,  (fee,  cfco.,  <jBo. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  75.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  22,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  of  Lord  Bussell, 
dated  the  15th  of  this  month,  in  reply  to  mine  addressed  to  him  ^n  the 
day  previous,  on  the  subject  of  the  intercepted  bag  of  Mr.  Bunch,  a 
copy  of  which  was  sent  forward  mth  my  dispatch  to  the  department, 
No.  71,  dated  the  14th  instant. 

I  have  taken  no  special  notice  of  the  closing  observations,  for  the 
reason,  1st,  that  his  lordship  transfers  the  discussion  to  Washington ; 
and,  2d,  that  in  another  note  addressed  to  him,  under  instructions,  on 
the  case  of  Mr.  Bunch,  allusion  is  incidentally  made  to  the  subject  as 
having  been  already  arranged  between  Lord  Lyons  and  yourself. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  November  15, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
14th  instant,  which  confirms  the  statements  you  made  to  me  orally  on 
Wednesday  last. 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  believing  the  cause  of  the  stoppage  of  Mr. 
Bunch's  bag  to  have  been  a  bonA  fide  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  government  that  the  bag  might  contain  dispatches  from 
the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  address 
Lord  Lyons  further  on  the  subject. 

With  respect  to  your  remarks  on  the  subject  of  correspondence  of 
British  subjects  in  the  southern  States,  the  inconveniences  consequent 
upon  the  present  state  of  things  are  so  great  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment are  obliged,  seriously,  to  consider  whether  means  may  not  be 
found,  compatible  with  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  by  which 
those  inconveniences  may  be  remedied,  at  least  in  part. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are,  accordingly,  occupied  in  devising 
measures  which,  when  matured,  may  afford  some  hope  of  redress  for  the 
injuries  sustained  by  British  subjects  in  consequence  of  the  present  state 
of  things.  The  measures  to  be  proposed  will  be  communicated,  as  soon 
as  they  are  matured,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  by 
Lord  Lyons. 

•    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  81.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  29,  1861. 

Sir  :♦  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  thecopy  of  a  note  addressed 
by  Earl  EusseU  to  me  on  the  26th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  on  the  subject 
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of  the  revocation  of  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur.  I  likewise  subjoin  a  copy 
of  my  note  addressed  to  him  in  answer.  I  have  confined  myself  almost 
entirely  to  those  portions  in  which  his  lordship  calls  my  positions  into 
question,  and  have  left  his  declarations  of  fiiture  intentions  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  government,  if  it  be  deemed  worth  while  to  continue  the 
discussion.  Other  matters  are  so  constantly  occurring  of  a  more  im- 
perative nature  as  to  render  this  of  very  secondary  consequence. 
#  #  #  •  •  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELB8  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  November  26, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  received  with  much  concern  the  note  which  Mr.  Adams,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  this 
court,  addressed  to  him  on  the  21st  instant,  in  which  he  announces,  as 
th^  result  of  what  Mr.  Adams  states  to  have  been  the  calm  and  impar- 
tial deliberation  by  the  United  States  government  upon  the  question 
submitted  for  its  decision,  the  necessity  which  that  government  feels  itself 
under  to  revoke  the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Eobert  Bunch,  her  Majesty's  con- 
sul at  Charleston. 

In  discussing  this  matter,  the  undersigned  wiU  put  aside  the  allegations 
of  the  unknown  letter-writer  concerning  Mr.  Bunch's  supposed  conver- 
sation, referred  to  in  a  former  communication  of  Mr.  Adams;  for  it  may 
now  be  affirmed  that  those  allegations,  unsupported  as  they  are  by  any 
proof^  were  entirely  imfoimded. 

Neither  will  the  undersigned  take  any  notice  of  the  ch^ge  made  against 
Mr.  Bunch,  that  his  conduct  has  been  that  of  a  partisan  of  faction  and 
disimion,  because  that  charge  is  equally  unsupported  by  any  proof  what- 
ever, and  is  equally  unfounded. 

The  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur  does  not,  however,  appear 
to  rest  upon  these  unfounded  aUegations,  nor  on  these  groundless  charges. 
It  is  said  to  rest  upon  a  law  of  the  United  States,  of  which  it  is  said  her 
Majesty's  government  might  personally  have  been  ignorant,  but  which 
Mr.  Bunch  was  bound  to  have  brought  to  their  notice. 

This  law,  as  Mr.  Adams  affirms,  "forbids,  under  a  heavy  penalty,  any 
person  not  specially  appointed  or  duly  authorized  or  recognized  by  the 
President,  whether  citizen  or  denizen,  privileged  or  unprivileged,  from 
counseling,  advising,  aiding,  or  assisting  in  any  political  correspondence 
with  the  government  of  any  foreign  state  whatever,  with  an  intent  to 
influence  the  measures  of  any  foreign  government,  or  of  any  officer  or 
agent  thereof,  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or  controversies  with  the  United 
States^  or  to  defeat  the  measures  of  their  government." 

Taking  Mr.  Adams's  description  of  this  statute  as  full  and  accurate, 
the  undersigned  has  to  remark  that  the  statute  seems  to  have  been  enacted 
for  the  purpose  of  preventmg  citizens  or  denizens  of  the  United  States 
from  aiding  or  counseling  foreign  governments  with  regard  to  their  dis- 
putes with  the  United  SUites. 

If  this  be  so,  Mr.  Bunch  having  no  mission  or  instruction  to  aid  or 
counsel  a  foreign  state  at  enmity  with  the  United  States,  and  not  having 
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done  so,  could  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  statute  made  alio  intuitu 
could  be  so  construed  as  to  apply  to  his  execution  of  the  instructions  he 
had  received  from  her  Majes^'s  government,  and  therefore  there  could 
be  no  reason  why  he  should  have  brought  to  the  notice  of  her  Majesty's 
government  an  IJnited  States  statute,  which  had  no  bearing  whatever 
upon  anything  which  he  was  instructed  to  do. 

The  undersigned  has  further  to  remark  that  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment, by  their  quotation  of  the  statute  in  question  as  the  foundation 
on  which  they  rest  their  complaint  against  Mr.  Bunch,  seem  distinctly 
to  admit  that  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  at  Eichmond  is, 
as  regards  the  United  States,  the  government  of  a  foreign  state — an 
admission  which  goes  further  than  any  acknowledgment  with  regard  to 
those  States  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  hitherto  made.  But 
if  the  Confederate  States  are,  as  Mr.  Adams's  note  implies,  as  regards 
the  United  States  a  foreign  state,  then  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  no  competence  one  way  or  the  other  with  respect  to  the  functions  of 
the  consuls  of  other  governments  in  that  foreign  state,  and  the  exequa- 
turs of  such  consuls  can  be  granted  or  withdrawn  only  by  the  govern- 
ment of  such  foreign  state ;  for  the  Confederate  States  cannot  be  at  one 
and  the  same  time  "a  foreign  state"  and  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States. 

But  there  is  a  further  question  raised  by  the  United  States  government, 
which  is  of  deep  and  urgent  importance.  Mr.  Adams  is  instnicted  to 
say  that  any  communication  to  be  addressed  to  the  government  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  respecting  the  goods  of  a  belligerent  on 
board  neutral  ships,  or  the  goods  of  a  neutral  on  board  belligerent  ships, 
should  have  been  made  by  diplomatic  and  not  by  consular  agents,  and 
that  the  "only  authority  in  the  United  States  to  which  any  diplomatic 
communication  whatever  can  be  made  is  the  government  of  the  United 
States  itself."  Mr.  Adams  must  be  aware  that  this  assertion  raises  grave 
questions  both  of  fact  and  of  law. 

In  the  first  place,  when  her  Majesty's  government  are  gravely  told  that 
an  application  to  the  confederate  government  for  redress  ought  to  be 
made  through  the  President  of  the  United  States,  they  might  weU  ask 
whether  such  a  position  is  seriously  laid  down,  and  whether  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  can  affirm  that,  in  the  present  condition  of 
things,  he  has  the  power  to  give  effect  to  any  such  application  which 
might  be  made  to  him.  For  instance,  a  British  subject  at  New  Orleans 
or  Galveston  might  be  carried  away  by  force  to  serve  with  the  confede- 
rate troops;  could  the  Pre/Sident  of  the  United  States  set  him  freef 
Might  he  not  be  killed  in  battle  by  a  ball  or  a  bullet  from  the  United 
States  army  as  the  only  release  he  could  obtain  from  President  Lincoln 
from  his  compulsory  service  I  Again,  the  private  debts  due  to  a  British 
subject  in  Louisiana  or  Arkansas  may  be  confiscated  and  paid  into  the 
public  treasury  of  the  State  by  a  law  or  decree  of  ttte  so-styled  confeder- 
ate congress;  could  the  President  or  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  obtain  the  recovery  of  these  sums  ^  or  could  he  secure  immunity 
from  confiscation  for  the  landed  property  of  British  subjects  in  the  eleven 
Confederate  States? 

If  the  President  of  the  United  States  cannot  do  this,  the  course  of 
proceeding  suggested  by  Mr.  Adams  would  be  altogether  illusory. 

But  next,  as  to  a  question  of  international  law,  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment hold  it  to  be  an  undoubted  principle  of  international  law,  that  when 
the  persons  or  property  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  a  state  are  injured 
by  a  de  facto  government,  the  state  so  aggrieved  ha«  a  right  to  claim 
fipom  the  de  facto  government  redress  and  reparation ;  and  also  that,  in 
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cases  of  apprehended  loss  or  injury  to  their  subjects,  states  may  lawfdlly 
enter  into  communication  with  ds  fucto  governments  to  provide  for  the 
temporary  security  of  the  persons  and  property  of  their  subjects. 

Acting  upon  this  last-mentioned  principle,  her  Majesty's  government 
ent^ered  into  concert  with  the  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
in  regard  to  certain  articles  of  the  declaration  'of  Paris.  The  result  was 
an  instruction,  which  was  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  British  and 
French  consuls  at  Charleston,  and  they  both  executed  their  commission 
unostentatiously,  but  effectively.  It  may  be  necessary  in  future^  for  the 
protexjtion  of  the  interests  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  vast  extent  of 
country  which  resists  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  to  have  further 
communication,  both  with  the  central  authority  at  Eichmond,  and  with 
the  governors  of  the  separate  States ;  and  in  such  cases  such  c(mimuni- 
cations  will  continue  to  be  made,  but  such  communications  will  not  imply 
any  acknowledgment  of  the  confederates  as  an  independent  state. 

The  undersigned  has  read  with  sincere  pleasure  the  testimony  volun- 
tarily borne  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  care  with  which 
Lord  Lyons  has  respected  the  sovereignty  and  the  rights  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  undersigned  feels  it  right  to  say  that,  in  very  difficult 
circumstances,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Adams,  while  upholding  the  authority 
and  interests  of  his  own  government,  has  been  such  as  to  acquire  the 
esteem  and  xespect  of  the  government  of  her  Majesty  and  of  the  British 
nation. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Fbanqis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Adwnis  to  Earl  BusselL 

liEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Londofij  J^ovemher  29, 18G1. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  a  note 
from  the  right  lionorable  Earl  BusseU,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  dated  the  26th  instant,  in  answer  to  a  previous 
one  of  liis  own  dated  the  21st  instant,  announcing  the  decision  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  towithdraw^the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Bunch, 
her  Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina.  The  undersigned 
will  do  himself  the  honor  to  transmit  his  lordship's  note  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  government  by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  undersigned,  disclaiming  any  desire  to  continue  discussion  upon 
a  i)ainful  topic  one  moment  longer  than  a  necessity  for  it  shall  continue 
to  exist,  yet  feels  as  if  he  could  not,  in  justice  to  himself,  as  well  as  to  his 
own  government,  omit  this  opportunity  to  explain  some  passages  of  his 
former  note,  which  appear  to  him  to  have  been  in  a  degree  misimder- 
«tood  by  Earl  EusseU.  He  confesses  himself  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  in 
what  manner  he  should  have  been  so  unlbrtunate  in  his  use  of  language 
as  to  give  ground  for  his  lordship's  statement  "  that  the  United  States 
government,  by  their  quot'ation  of  the  statute  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  as  the  foundation  on  which  they  rest  their  complaint  against 
Mr.  Bunch,  seem  deliberately  to  admit  that  the  government  of  the  Con- 
federate States  at  Eichmond  is,  as  regards  the  United  States,  the  gov- 
ernment of  a  foreign  state,  an  admission  which  goes  further  than  any 
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acknowledgment  with  regard  to  those  States  which  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment have  heretofore  made.''    If  the  undersigned  has  given  jnst 
cause  for  any  construction  of  the  action  of  his  government  approximating 
to  that  indicated  in  the  preceding  extract  from  his  lordship's  note,  then 
bas  he  indeed  committed,  in  his  estimation,  a  most  grave  mistake.    But 
on  a  careM  re-examination  of  his  note  of  tne  21st,  the  undersigned  must 
be  permitted  to  say  that  he  has  found  some  difficulty  in  perceiving  any- 
tliing  that  appears  to  him  to  be  ambiguity  in  his  meaning.    He  discovers 
only  one  government  of  a  foreign  ^tate  alluded  to,  and  that  is  obviously 
lier  Majesty's  government.    The  other  party,  in  his  own  mind,  were  the 
rebellious  insurgents  in  arms  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
^which  he  was  very  far  from  characterizing  in  the  manner  indicated  by 
bis  lordship,    l^e  purpose  of  the  law  seems  to  the  undersigned  to  have 
been  severely  to  punish  all  i)ersons,  whether  native  or  foreign,  citizen  or 
privileged,  who  knowingly  made  themselves  instruments  of  foreign 
states  to  foment  factious  disturbances  within  the  United  States.    It 
appears  to  have  been  enacted  during  the  troubled  i)eriod  of  the  French 
revolution,  when  interference  with  the  domestic  aiiairs  of  neighboring 
nations  was  an  avowed  principle  of  action,  and  was,  therefore,  boldly 
acted  upon,  even  by  the  recognized  agents  of  the  French  authorities. 
The  undersigned,  therefore,  in  applying  the  principle  of  the  law  in  a 
mitigated  form  to  Mr.  Bunch  and  his  alleged  intermixture  with  the  dis- 
putes and  controversies  going  on  within  the  United  States,  surely  cannot 
have  made  so  great  a  mistake  as  to  have  assumed  that  he  was  dealing 
with  "the  government  of  a  foreign  state."     He  ha«  considered  Mr. 
Bunch  as  an  officer  of  her  Majesty's  government,  formally  recognised  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  for  certain  purposes  of  commerce, 
who  has  been  engaged  in  political  correspondence,  as  well  with  his  own 
government  as  with  rebellious  insurgents  in  the  United  States,  for  pur- 
poses foreign  from  those  which  were  assigned  at  the  time  he  received  his 
authority,  and  for  that  reason  that  he  has  knowingly  violated  the  law. 
At  the  same  time  the  undersigned  took  great  care  in  expressing  his  firm 
belief  that  her  Majesty's  government,  in  directing  their  agent  in  the 
manner  indicated,  could  not  have  been  aware  of  the  nature  and  charac- 
•  ter  of  that  law :  a  belief  which  he  is  happy  to  find  by  his  lordship's 
present  mode  oi  considering  it  to  have  been  well  founded. 

But  much  as  the  undersigned  found  of  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  mis- 
conception he  has  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  originate  in  his  lordship's 
mind  of  his  view  of  a  law  of  his  own  country,  he  has  been  still  more 
embarrassed  to  learn  the  fact  that  in  his  statement  of  what  api)e{ired  to 
his  mind  true  in  its  application  to  all  governments,  and  undeniable  in 
respect  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  he  has  not  enjoyed  the 
satisfaction  of  his  lordshii)'s  concurrence  in  opinion.  This  statement 
was,  that  "  the  only  authority  in  the  United  States  to  which  any  diplo- 
matic communication  whatever  can  be  made  is  the  government  of  the 
United  States."  If  the  undersigned  had  been  led  in  any  way  to  vary 
this  proposition,  he  would  have  deemed  himself  to  have  gone  much  far- 
ther in  the  road  to  recognition  of  "  the  government  of  a  foreign  state" 
within  the  United  States  than  he  did  in  that  mistakenly  attributed  to 
him  by  his  lordship.  Surely  it  could  not  have  been  his  lordship's  inten- 
tion to  present  the  proposition  that  the  same  diplomatic  agent  of  a  for- 
eign power  can  be  accredited  to  the  government  of  a  country,  and  to  the 
self-constituted  authorities  of  a  portion  of  the  people  who  are  waging 
war  to  overthrow  it.  Applying  this  argument  to  the  question  of  Mr. 
Bunch,  his  case  resolves  itself  into  this:  that  holding  his  authority  to 
act  in  an  official'relation  as  an  officer  of  a  foreign  government  from  the 
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recognition  of  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  they  are  expected  to 
acknowledge  his  right  while  acting  in  this  capacity,  at  the  same  time  to 
treat  with  any  of  tiieir  own  citizens  who  defy  their  authority  whenever 
it  may  be  deemed  advisable  by  that  government.  Surely  such  a  propo- 
sition, if  accepted,  would  seem  to  undermine  the  foundations  of  sound 
international  relationship  all  over  the  world.  Surely  no  government, 
entertaining  a  proper  degree  of  self-respect,  would  consent  for  a  moment 
to  receive  any  representative  of  a  foreign  nation  if  his  first  act  might  be 
to  attempt  to  undermine  the  authority  to  which  he  had  been  accr^ited, 
by  recognizing  for  any  purpose  the  validity  of  a  domestic  antagonism 
within  its  limits. 

The  undersigned  is  not  insensible  to  the  force  of  his  lordship's  argu- 
ment in  regard  to  the  necessity  imposed  upon  it  of  protecting  the  inter- 
ests of  British  subjects  in  those  regions  where  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  is  suspended,  as  well  as  te  the  difficulty  of  callin*g  upon 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  make  good  the  damage  that 
might  ensue  from  the  acts  of  persons  now  in  armed  resistance.  Doubt- 
less it  must  have  be«n  imder  considerations  like  these  that  her  Majesty's 
government  wAs  induced  to  release  that  of  the  United  States  from 
responsibility  for  such  reclamations,  by  adopting  the  policy  of  granting 
to  the  insurgents  the  rights  of  a  belligerent.  Without  enteiing  into 
the  wide  field  of  discussion  presented  by  the  arguments  of  his  lordship, 
the  undersigned  contents  himself  with  the  remark  that,  whatever  may 
be  the  course  of  action  her  Majesty's  government  deem  proper  to  lay 
down  for  itself  in  regulating  its  relations  with  the  insurgent  forces  in 
the  United  States,  it  will  scarcely  be  disposed  to  require  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  that  it  should  recognize  the  agents  through 
whom  they  may  be  carried  on.  The  objection  to  Mr.  Bunch's  action  is, 
that  while  he  has  been  enjoying,  as  consul  of  her  M$\jesty  in  the  United 
States,  the  advantages  of  a  solemn  recognition  of  the  United  States, 
he  has  been  engaged  in  official  proceedings  in  violation  of  the  law,  as 
well  as  outside  of  any  authority  with  which  they  ever  consented  that 
he  should  be  vested. 

That  the  latter  part  of  this  statement  is  the  fact  would  scarcely  seem 
to  admit  of  the  possibility  of  a  doubt.  But  inasmuch  as  tihe  under- 
signed is  not  altogether  sure  that  he  has  placed  the  matter  so  fully 
before  his  lordship  as  his  duty  to  his  country  seems  to  him  to  require, 
he  trusts  he  may  be  permitted  to  enlarge  upon  it  a  little  farther.  The 
position  of  Mr.  Bunch  in  regard  to  the  United  States  had  been  exclu- 
sively that  of  a  consul  of  a  foreign  nation  at  a  commercial  port.  That 
such  a  position  does  not  of  itself  involve  the  right  of  diplomatic  nego- 
tiation with  the  recognizing  government,  much  less  with  any  subordi- 
nate authority,  is  too  well  established  law  to  need  further  elucidation. 

The  only  question  that  remains  for  consideration  is,  then,  whether  the 
authority  actually  vested  in  Mr.  Bunch  by  her  Majesty's  government  to 
enter  into  communication  with  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States 
touching  certain  articles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  to  which  their 
acquiescence  was  to  be  obtained,  was  of  a  diplomatic  or  purely  of  a  con- 
sular nature.  The  proper  answer  to  this  is  to  be  found  in  an  appeal  to 
the  mode  in  which,  from  its  very  commencement,  the  declaration  of  Paris 
has  been  permitted  to  take  its  shape.  In  its  origin  it  was  the  result  of 
a  conference  of  the  accredited  envoys  of  the  great  powers ;  and  in  all 
the  later  steps  taken  to  secure  the  acquiescence  of  different  nations, 
including  the  United  States,  the  agency  used  has  been  that  of  the  cus- 
tomary diplomatic  representatives.  It,  therefore^  admits  of  no  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  the  undersigned  that  the  declaration  of  -Paris  is  a  pure 
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diplomatic  act,  and  that  all  negotiations  since  carried  on  to  extend  its 
autiiority,  including  that  which  the  undersigned  himself  had  the  honor 
to  carry  on  with  his  lordship  for  a  time,  bear  the  same  exclusive  char- 
acter. It  is,  therefore,  plain  to  the  mind  of  the  undersigned  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  objecting  to  the  assumption,  by  an 
officer  of  a  foreign  government  recognized  by  it  only  as  vested  with  the 
authority  of  a  consul,  of  diplomatic  authoril^  to  treat  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  and  without  its  knowledge  or  consent,  with  per- 
sons acting  in  armed  resistance  to  it,  has  justification  fully  sufficient  to 
sustain  its  decision  to  withdraw  the  formal  act  of  recognition  of  such 
officer.*  To  suppose  it  capable  of  a  different  course  would  seem  to  be 
to  condemn  it  as  unworthy  of  the  character  for  honor  and  independence 
to  which  it  has  ever  endeavored  to  aspire. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  desires  to  express  his  personal  obliga- 
tions to*  Earl  Russell  for  the  Mendly  notice  he  has  been  pleased  to  take 
of  his  labors  in  the  arduous  and  difficult  mission  with  which  he  has  been 
charged.  It  gives  him  great  pleasure  to  be  able  on  his  part  to  testify  to 
the  uniform  courtesy  and  good  will  with  which  he  has  been  treated  in  all 
his  relations  with  her  Majesty's  government. 

The  undersigned  prays  Earl  Eussell  to  receive  the  assurances  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  djc,  d&c,  t&c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  136.]  Department  op  State, 

Wa^hingtonj  November  30, 1861. 

Secondly.  The  communication  of  the  British  and  French  governments 
to  the  insurgent  cabal  at  Richmond,  through  Mr.  Bunch,  was  a  proceed- 
ing that  coidd  not  fail  to  alarm  the  American  government  and  people. 
When  the  fact  happened  to  become  known  to  us,  I  had  just  become 
satisfied,  though  in  confidential  communications,  that  the  British  govern- 
ment was  prepared  to  assume  a  tone  that  should  repel  the  prevailing 
presumption  of  its  iuclinations  to  a  recognition.  But  the  offensive  cor- 
respondence of  the  British  government  left  us  no  alternative  but  to 
exercise  our  right  to  revoke  the  exequatur  of  the  offending  consul.  It 
was  done,*  however,  upon  the  grounds  of  his  having  rendered  himself 
l>ersonally  obnoxious. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Fsancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.j  dr.,  dc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  84.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  6, 1861, 

8m:         **•*##•* 

.  Yesterday  I  received  from  Lord  Russell  a  note  in  answer  to  mine  of  the 
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29th  ultimo,  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Bunch.  Although  the  matter  is  really 
closed,  1  thought  it  advisable  to  record  a  reply.  Copies  of  both  papero 
are  transmitted  herewith. 

•  #•••••#• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAJJ^CIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  4,' 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  note  from  Mr.  Adams,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  this 
court,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  upon  the  contents  of  which  some  explanation 
is  due  to  Mr.  Adams.  Very  pressing  business  has  alone  delayed  this 
explanation. 

Mr.  Adams  states  that  his  meaning  has  been  quite  misunderstood. 
"  But,"  Mr.  Adams  goes  on  to  say,  "  on  a  careful  re-examination  of  his 
note  of  the  21st,  the  undersigned  must  be  i)ermittM  to  say  that  he  has 
found  some  difficulty  in  perceiving  anything  that  appears  to  him  to  be 
ambiguity  in  his  meaning.  He  discovers  only  one  government  of  a  for- 
eign state  alluded  to,  and  that  is  obviously  her  Majesty's  govenimenL 
The  other  party  in  his  own  mind  were  the  rebellious  insurgents  in  arms 
against  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  he  was  very  far  fi*om 
characterizing  in  the  manner  indicated  by  his  lordship.  The  purpose  of 
the  law  seems  to  the  undersigned  to  have  been  severely  to  punish  all 
l)ersons,  whether  native  or  foreign,  citizen  or  privileged,  who  knowingly 
made  themselves  instruments  of  foreign  states  to  foment  factious 
disturbances  within  the  United  States.  It  appears  to  have  been  enacted 
during  the  troubled  period  of  the  French  revolution,  when  interference 
.with  the  domestic  aitairs  of  neighboring  nations  was  an  avowed  princi- 
ple of  action,  and  was,  therefore,  boldly  acted  upon  even  by  the  recog- 
nized agents  of  the  French  authorities." 

Tlie  undersigned  must  be  permitted  to  say  that,  with  this  explanation, 
the  law  in  question  appears  to  him  still  less  applicable  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Bunch  than  it  did  before.  The  description  of  that  law  is*  given  by 
Mr.  Adams  in  his  former  letter  in  the  following  words: 

'*The  statute  to  which  allusion  is  made  forbids,  under  a  heavy  penalty, 
any  person,  not  especially  appointed  or  duly  authorized  or  recognized 
by  the  President,  whether  citizen  or  denizen,  privileged  or  unprivileged, 
from  counseling,  advising,  aiding  or  assisting,  in  any  political  corre- 
spondence with  the  government  of  any  foreign  state  whatever,  with  an 
intent  to  influence  the  measures  of  any  foreign  government,  or  of  any 
officer  or  agent  thereof,  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or  controversies  with 
the  United  States,  or  to  defeat  the  measures  of  their  government." 

It  now  api)ears  that  the  foreign  government  alluded  to  is  the  British 
government,  and  the  offense  with  which  Mr.  Bunch  is  charged  is  that 
he  advised,  aided,  or  assisted  the  British  government,  with  an  intent  to 
influence  the  measures  of  the  British  government  "  in  relation  to  any 
disputes  or  controversies  with  the  United  States,  or  to  defeat  the  meas- 
ures of  their  government." 
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!Now,  upon  such  a  charge,  Mr.  Bunch  must  be  at  once  acquitted.  He 
has  not  advised  or  assist^  the  British  government  ^^  in  relation  to  any 
disputes  or  controversies  with  the  United  States,  or  to  defeat  the  meas- 
ures of  their  government." 

Mr.  Bunch  has  ^  assisted  the  foreign  government  by  which  he  is 
employed  to  obtain  from  a  de  facto  authority  proper  and  requisite  pro- 
tection for  British  ships  and  for  British  merchandise  embarked  in  ships 
of  the  United  States. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  make  this  statement  in  order  to  show  that  the 
spirit  of  the  statute  quoted  is  still  more  inapplicable  to  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Bunch  than  its  own  words  and  its  letter. 

The  purport  and  spirit  of  that  statute  enacted  during  the  troubled 
Ijeriod  of  the  French  revolution  was  to  afford  the  means  of  checking 
interference  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  who  are,  it  appears,  the  foreign  govern- 
ment referred  to,  have  never  interfered  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  the 
United  States,  and  they  have  never  instructed  or  authorized  any  diplo- 
matic or  consular  agent  of  her  Majesty  to  interfere  with  these  domestic 
afiiairs. 

But,  while  her  Majesty's  government  explicitly  disclaim  all  such  inter- 
ference, they  as  explicitly  claim  the  right  of  protecting  the  lives  and 
property  of  British  subjects,  wherever  and  by  whomsoever  their  lives 
and  properties  may  be  threatened  or  attacked  or  injured. 

In  order  to  do  so  with  effect,  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  communicate 
with  the  de  facto  authorities  of  a  port  or  province  or  a  state.  To  give  a 
recent  instance,  in  the  course  of  last  year  Sicily  was  occui>ied  by  the 
troops  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  by  the  volunteer  forces  of  Gari- 
baldi, and  by  the  army  of  the  King  of  Italy.  During  these  transactions 
the  property  of  the  Queen's  subjects  at  Marsala  was  thought  to  be  in 
danger.  Her  Majesty's  government  did  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  Gari- 
bal<U  w^as  the  lawful  dictator  of  Sicily,  or  whether  the  insurgent  Sicilians 
were  rebels  against  the  legitimate  sovereignty  of  Francis  tlie  Second. 
They  interposed  at  once,  by  remonstrance  and  by  the  presence  of  her 
Majesty's  ships,  against  the  threatened  or  presumed  violence.  This  is 
a  right  which  belongs  to  every  state,  and  her  Majesty's  government 
will  exercise  it  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  whenever  they  see 
occasion  to  do  so ;  but  they  will  at  the  same  time  abstain  from  any  inter- 
ference in  the  domestic  troubles  of  friendly  states. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideratibn. 

EUSSELL. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.j  c&c.,  c^o. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  RmseU, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  6,  1861. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  tfie 
note  of  the  right  honorable  Earl  Bussel,  her  Majesty's  principal  secre- 
tary of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  of  the  4th  instant,  in  answer  to  his  own 
of  the  29th  ultimo  touching  the  case  of  Mr.  Bunch,  her  Majesty's  consul 
at  Charleston.  The  undersigned  has  read  the  additional  exposition 
made  by  his  lordship  of  the  bearing  of  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
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which  has  been  under  consideration,  on  the  question  at  issue,  witli  the 
deepest  attention,  and  he  has  applied  himself  to  a  carefiil  re-examination 
of  all  the  provisions  of  the  law  itself,  with  an  anxious  desire  to  see  it  in 
a  light  which  may  acquit  Mr.  Bunch.  But  it  is  with  great  regret  that 
he  is  again  forced  to  the  conclusion  that,  in  consenting  to  assist  her 
Majesty^s  government  in  carrying  on  a  negotiation  which,  however  Uttle 
intended  by  that  government,  he  could  not  in  his  situation  fail  to  know 
would  have  an  unfavorable  enect  upon  the  measures  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  in  the  disputes  and  controversies  in  which  it  wa« 
involved,  he  clearly  brought  himself  within  the  scope  of  the  statute. 
And  in  further  consenting,  while  holding  a  purely  consular  trust  under 
the  recognition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  accept  a 
labor  of  diplomatic  negotiation  with  i)ersons  in  open  resistance  to  the 
regularly  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation,  without  first  apprising 
the  government  of  her  Majesty  of  the  existence  of  a  prohibition  like  that 
now  in  question,  which  certainly  throws  a  shade  of  doubt  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  such  a  course,  he  has  wiUfuUy  assumed  a  responsibility  for 
which  the  government  must  hold  him  exclusively  accountable,  at  least 
so  far  as  to  withdraw  the  authority  under  which  he  has  heretofore  acted 
as  a  public  officer  with  their  approbation. 

The  undersigned  takes  gi*eat  pleasure  in  noting  the  assurances  given 
in  his  note  by  Earl  EusseU  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  no  dis- 
position to  interfere  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  United  States.     He 
has  himself  at  no  tim©  entertained  a  suspicion  that  it  was  otherwise. 
Ifeither  was  it  ever  in  his  contemplation  to  venture  to  present  any  propo- 
sition for  the  regulation  of  her  Majesty's  government  in  the  diflQcult 
circumstances  in  which  he  is  ready  to  admit  they  have  been  placed. 
If  either  does  he  propose  to  question  the  right  of  that  government  to 
take  measures  tor  the  protection  "of  the  lives  and  the  properties  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects  wherever  they  may  be  threatened  or  attacked  or 
injured."    He  certainly  would  not  deny  to  any  other  responsible  nation 
the  same  extent  of  power  in  that  contingency  which  he  should  ever  be 
ready  to  claim  for  his  own.    So  far  as  the  undersigned  is  able  to  under- 
stand the  present  question,  however,  it  does  not  api)ear  in  any  way  to 
involve  a  consideration  of  that  subject.    One  of  the  grounds  of  dissatis- 
faction with  the  conduct  of  Mr,  Bunch  is,  that  while  holding  her  Msg- 
esty's  commission  as  consul  under  the  recognition  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  he  has  at  the  same  time  been  employed  in  a  diplo- 
matic negotiation  with  persons  in  armed  resistance^ to  their  authority. 
In  this  it  would  appear  that  he  has  been  acting  under  instructions  from 
her  Majesty's  government;    It  is  certainly  competent  to  that  govern- 
ment to  assume  such  a  responsibility  if  it  thinks  proper.    But  the  under- 
signed must  be  permitted  to  remark  that  a  corresponding  responsibility 
appears  to  him  thereby  to  devolve  upon  the  government  which  he  has 
the  honor  to  represent,  and  that  is  not  by  continuing  its  own  recognition 
to  the  officer  selected  as  the  agent  to  conduct  these  extraordinary  nego- 
tiations with  persons  in  arms  against  itself,  after  the  facts  have  been 
brought  to  its  knowledge,  to  give  rise  to  an  implication  of  a  doubt  of  its 
own  rightfiil  authority. 

for  these  reasons,  as  well  as  for  the  others  heretofore  given  in  the 
course  of  this,  to  the  undersigned,  very  i)ainful  correspondence,  it 
becomes  his  duty  to  announce  that  the  exequatur,  formerly  granted  by 
his  government  to  Mr.  Robert  Bunch,  has  been  withdrawn. 

The  undersigned  desires  to  renew  to  Earl  Russell  the  assurances  of 
his  highest  consideration. 

CHARLES  FRAXCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  BUSSELL,  c£o.,  c&c,  i&c. 
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[From  the  British  Blue  Book, "  North  America, ""  1862.  No.  1,  p.  115.] 

^o.  130. 
Lard  Lyiyns  to  Earl  BtiaselL 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  December  6, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  lordship  a  copy  of  the  papers 
relating  to  foreign  affairs  which  were  laid  before  Congress  with  the 
President's  message. 

At  page  126  appears  a  dispatch*  to  Mr.  Adams  identical  with,  or  very 
closely  resembling,  that  announcing  the  revocation  of  Mr.  Consul  Bunch's 
exequatur,  which,  was  read  to  me  by  Mr.  Seward  on  the  26th  of  October 
last.  I  communicated  as  much  of  it  as  I  could  recollect  to  your  lordship 
in  my  dispatch  of  the  28th  of  that  month.  I  observe  that  in  one  part  of 
his  dispatch  Mr.  Seward  states  that  the  government  "must  revoke" 
the  exequatiu* ;  and  in  another  he  desires  Mr.  Adams  to  inform  your 
lordship  that  the  exequatur  hafe  been  withdrawn.  I  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  formal  act  revoking  the  exequatur  has  yet  been  signed. 
"WTien  the  exequaturs  of  three  British  consuls  were  revoked  in  1856,  the 
form  adopted  was  that  of  letters  patent  published  in  the  newspapers,  in 
the  same  way  in  which  exequaturs  are  published.  This  is,  I  believe, 
the  usual  practice.  I  have  not  observed  in  the  newspapers  any  such 
letters  patent  with  regard  to  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur.  I  have  not 
received  any  notice  of  such  letters  having  been  signed.  Indeed,  I  have 
no  official  taiowledge  of  there  having  been  any  intention  to  revoke  Mr. 
Bunch's  exequatur. 

I  have  not  time  to  make  sure  of  the  fact  before  the  departure  of  my 
messenger,  but  I  am  nearly  certain  that  eventually  the  exequatur  of 
the  Bussian  consul,  mentioned  in  the  second  paragraph  of  page  53,  was 
not  revoked. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

So.  87.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  12, 1861. 

Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  th% 
department,  numbered  from  128  to  133,  both  inclusive. 

I  transmit  a  copy  oCa  note  from  his  lordship  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
6th  instant,  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Bobert  Bimch,  which  closes  the  corre- 
spondence on  that  subject. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

*  See  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  109,  October  23, 1861,  antu 
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Earl  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  9, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  Mr.  Adams,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  this 
court,  of  the  6th  instant,  in  answer  to  hid  note  of  the  dth. 

Mr.  Bunch  has  certainly,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders, of  her  Msyesty's 
government,  placed  himself  in  communication  with  persons  in  arms 
against  the  United  States  government.  The  undersigned  has  already 
explained  the  reasons  for  which  such  orders  were  given,  and  he  regrets 
to  find  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bunch,  which  the  undersigned  considers 
not  only  legitimate  but  praiseworthy,  has  appeared  blamable  to  Mr. 
Adams  and  the  government  of  the  United  States.  But  the  undersigned 
does  not  perceive  that  any  advantage  would  be  obtained  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  correspondence. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurances  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

^        X  EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfce.,  cfec,  ifcc. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  4,  1862,  p.  27.] 

No.  28. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

WASHiNaTON,  December  23, 1861. 

My  Lord:  I  observe  in  the  note  from  Mr.  Adams  of  the  21st  ultimo, 
that  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur  has  been  withdrawn.  With 
regard  to  this  statement,  I  can  only  repeat  the  remark  which  I  made  in 
my  dispatch  of  the  Gth  instant,  that  no  notice  has  been  given  to  me  of 
the  withdrawal,  nor  has  any  notification  of  it  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers. I  presume  that  the  usual  form  of  revocation  is  that  which  was 
adopted  in  185G,  when  the  exequaturs  of  the  three  British  consuls  were 
withdrawn  by  letters  patent  published  in  the  newspapers;  but  this  step 
has  not  been  taken,  and  I  have  still  no  official  knowledge,  except  from  the 
passage  in  Mr.  Adams's  note  above  alluded  to,  even  of  the  intention  of 
the  government  to  withdraw  the  exequatur. 
I  have,  &c.,  t 

LYONS. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  4, 1862,  p. 27.] 

No.  29. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Rtmell. 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  December  31, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  Mr.  Seward  mentioned 
to  me,  in  conversation  yesterday,  that  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur,  as  her 
Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston,  was  actually  revoked  some  time  ago. 
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The  fact  of  the  revocation  was,  1  perceive,  formally  annoimced  to  your 
lordship  by  Mr.  Adams  in  a  note  dated  the  6th  instant,  of  which'  yon 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  send  me  a  copy. 

I  do  not  think  that  I  should  be  right,  in  the  absence  of  orders  firom 
your  lordship,  either  to  communicate  the  fact  officially  to  Mr.  Bunch,  or 
to  give  him  positive  instructions  concerning  it.  But  I  shall  acquaint  him 
confidentially  with  what  has  occurred,  and  advise  him  to  abstain  from 
performing  consular  acts,  the  validity  of  which  would  be  likely  to  be 
disputed  by  this  government.  I  shall,  however,  recommend  him  to  re- 
main at  Charleston,  and  to  make  no  unnecessary  change  in  his  demeanor, 
nntil  he  receive  instructions  from  your  lordship.  His  vice-consul  will  be 
able  to  sign  such  papers  as  are  required  for  use  in  these  States. 

The  otetruction  of  the  entrance  to  Charleston  harbor,  by  the  vessels 
Slink  by  the  United  States,  will  probably  render  it  in  any  event  neces- 
sary to  select  some  other  point  to  which  to  send  her  Majesty's  ships  to 
keep  up  the  communication  with  the  consuls  in  the  southern  States.  In 
this.repect,  therefore,  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur  will  not. 
perhax>s,  cause  any  particular  inconvenience.  But  I  confess  that  I  shoida 
greatly  regret  being  deprived  of  the  very  valuable  information  which  he 
famishes  on  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  South.  Nor  would  it  be  easy  to 
conduct  the  ordinary  business  of  the  considate,  which  is  now  often  of  a 
difficult  and  delicate  character,  if  the  consul  were  a  man  of  less  experi- 
ence and  less  local  influence  than  Mr.  Bunch. 


[From  Britiah  Blue  Book,  <<  North  Amerioa/'  No.  A,  1862,  p.  27.] 

No.  30. 
Earl  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Eztxaet] 

FoBEiaN  Offioe,  J(mua/ry  18, 1862. 

With  regard  to  your  dispatch  of  the  31st  ultimo,  drawing  my  atten- 
tion to  the  revocation  of  the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Bunch,  I  have  to  observe— 

1.  Her  Majesty's  government  do  not  dispute  the  right  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  withdraw  the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Consul 
Bunch,  although  her  Miyesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  there  was 
no  sufficient  ground  for  that  act  of  authority. 

2.  The  vice-consul  can,  as  you  suggest,  sign  such  papers  as  are  required 
for  use  in  the  United  States. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  2, 1863,  p.  2.] 

No.  3. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  BusseU. 

[Extract.] 

54  Deyonshibe  Street,  Pobtland  Plage, 

London^  July  7, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  am  instructed  by  a  recent  dispatch  ttom  the  secretary  of 
state  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  bring  to  the  attention  of 
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your  lordsMp  what  would  seem  to  be  an  addition  engrafted  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  on  the  principle  of  the  law  of  blockade,  as  estabhslied 
by  the  convention  of  Paris  in  1866,  and  accepted  by  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  at  the  invitation  of  her  Mgyesty's  government. 

In  tl^e  instructions  to  me  the  text  of  the  convention  of  Paris  is  quoted 
in  the  following  words: 

"  Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective — ^that  is  to  say, 
maintained  by  a  force  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the  coast  of 
the  enemy.'' 

And  the  dispatch  of  the  secretary  of  state  then  proceeds : 

"  The  Confederate  States,  after  being  recognized  as  a  belligerent  power 
by  the  governments  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  were  informally  re- 
quested by  both  those  powers  to  accede  to  this  declaration,  as  being  a 
correct  exposition  of  international  law.  Thus  invited,  this  government 
yielded  its  assent." 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  M.  MASOK 


[From  Britiah  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  2, 1863,  p.  12.] 

No.  12. 
Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  BusselL 

[Extract.] 

24  TJPPEB  Seymoue  Street,  Pobtman  Squaee, 

January^  1863. 

My  Lobd  :  In  a  communication  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
your  lordship,  dated  on  the  7th  July  ultimo,  I  said : 

"  I  am  instructed  by  a  recent  dispatch  from  the  secretary  of  state  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  your 
lordship  what  would  seem  to  be  an  addition  engrafted  by  her  Majesty's 
government  on  the  principle  of  the  law  of  blockade,  as  established  by 
the  Convention  of  Paris  in  1856,  and  accepted  by  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  at  the  invitation  of  her  Majesty's  government." 

I  have  now,  within  a  few  days  past,  received  a  dispatch  from  the  sec- 
retary of  state,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  4th  of  August,  the  tenor  of  which 
I  am  directed  to  communicate  to  your  lordship. 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that,  from  the  papers  thus  submitted,  it  would 
appear  to  the  President  that  the  government  of  her  Majesty,  after  hav- 
ing invited  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  to  concur  in  the 
adoption  of  cer^in  principles  of  International  law,  and  after  having  ob- 
tained its  assent,  assumed  in  official  dispatches  to  derogate  from  the 
principles  thus  suiopted,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  interests  and  rights  of 
the  confederacy ;  and  that  upon  being  approached,  in  respectful  and 
temperate  terms,  with  a  request  for  explanation  on  a  matter  of  such  deep 
concern  to  the  confederation,  that  cabinet  refuses  a  reply. 

That  her  Majesty's  government  can  have  no  just  ground  for  refusing 
the  explanation  asked,  because  of  the  absence  of  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  the  Confederate  States  by  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 
It  was  not  in  the  character  of  a  recognized  independent  nation,  but  in 
that  of  a  recognized  belligerent,  that  the  two  leading  powers  of  Western 
Europe  approached  the  government  of  those  States  with  a  proposition 
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for  the  adoption  of  certain  principles  of  pnUic  law,  rb  mles  which  shall 
fTovem  the  mutaal  relations  between  the  people  of  the  confederacy  as 
l>elligerents,  and  the  nations  of  Europe  as  neutrals,  during  the  pending 
urar. 


I 


I  have,  &c., 

J.  M.  MASON. 


DEMAND  FOE  EEVOOATION  OF  EEBEL  BELLIGEEENOY. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  10.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  May  21,  1861. 

Sir:  This  government  considers  that  our  relations  in  Europe  have 
reached  a  crisis,  in  which  it  is  necessary  for  it  to  take  a  decided  stand, 
on  which  not  only  its  immediate  measures,  but  its  ultimate  and  permanent 
policy  can  be  determined  and  defined.  At  the  same  time  it  neither  means 
to  menace  Great  Britain  nor  to  wound  the  susceptibilities  of  that  or  any 
other  European  nation.    That  policy  is  deyelQi)ed  in  this  paper. 

The  paper  itself  is  not  to  be  read  or  shown  to  the  British  secretary  of 
state,  nor  are  any  of  its  positions  to  be  prematurely,  unnecessarily,  or  indis- 
creetly made  known ;  but  its  spirit  will  be  your  guide.  You  will  keep 
back  nothing  when  the  time  arrives  for  its  being  said  with  dignity,  pro- 
priety, and  effect,  and  you  will  all  the  while  be  careful  to  say  nothing  that 
will  be  incongruous  or  inconsistent  with  the  views  which  it  contains. 

Mr.  Dallas,  in  a  brief  dispatch  of  May  2,  (No.  333,)  tells  us  that  Lord 
John  Eussell  recently  requested  an  interview  with  him  on  account  of  the 
solicitude  which  his  lordship  felt  concerning  the  effect  of  certain  measures 
represented  as  likely  to  be  adopted  by  the  President.  In  that  conver- 
sation the  British  secretary  told  Mr.  Dallas  that  the  three  representatives 
of  the  southern  confederacy  were  then  in  London ;  that  Lord  John  Eussell 
had  not  yet  seen  them,  but  that  he  was  not  unwilling  to  see  them  unofft- 
cially.  He  further  informed  Mr.  Dallas  that  an  understanding  exists 
between  the  British  and  French  governments,  which  would  lead  both  to 
take  one  and  the  same  course  as  to  recognition.  His  lordship  then 
referred  to  the  rumor  of  a  meditated  blockcule  by  us  of  southern  ports, 
and  a  discontinuance  of  them  as  ports  of  entry.  Mr.  Dallas  answered 
that  he  knew  nothing  on  those  topics,  and  therefore  could*  say  nothing. 
He  added  that  you  were  expected  to  arrive  in  two  weeks.  Upon  this 
statement  Lord  John  Eussell  acquiesced  in  the  expediency  of  waiting  for 
the  full  knowledge  you  were  expected  to  bring. 

Mr.  Dallas  transmitted  to  us  some  newspaper  reports  of  ministerial 
explanations  made  in  Parliament. 

You  will  base  no  proceedings  on  parliamentary  debates  further  than 
to  seek  explanations,  when  necessary,  and  communicate  them  to  this 
department. 

The  President  regrets  that  Mr.  Dallas  did  not  protest  against  the  pror 
posed  unofKcial  intercourse  between  the  British  government  and  the  mis- 
sionaries of  the  insurgents.  It  is  due,  however,  to  Mr.  Dallas  to  say  that 
our  instructions  had  been  given  only  to  you  and  not  to  him,  and  that  his 
loyalty  and  fidelity,  too  rare  in  these  times,  are  appreciated. 


180  CliADCS  AGAIKST  GREAT   BBITAIN. 

Intercourse  of  any  kind  with  the  BO-caUed  commissioners  is  liable  to 
be  construed  as  a  recognition  of  the  authority  which  appointed  them. 
Such  intercourse  would  be  none  the  less  hurtfal  to  us  for  being  called 
unofficial,  and  it  might  be  even  more  injurious,  because  we  shotdd  have 
no  means  of  knowing  what  points  might  be  resolved  by  it.  Moreover, 
unofficial  intercourse  is  useless  and  meaningless  if  it  is  not  expected  to 
ripen  into  official  intercourse  and  direct  recognition.  It  is  left  doubtful 
here  whether  the  proposed  unofficial  intercourse  has  yet  actually  beg^an. 
Your  own  antecedent  instructions  are  deemed  explicit  enough,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  you  have  not  misunderstood  them.  You  will,  in  any  event, 
desist  from  all  intercourse  whatever,  unofficial  as  well  as  official,  with  the 
British  government,  so  long  as  it  shall  continue  intercourse  of  either  kind 
with  the  domestic  enemies  of  this  country.  When  intercourse  shall  have 
been  arrested  for  this  cause,  you  will  communicate  with  this  department 
and  receive  further  directions. 

Lord  John  Bussell  has  informed  us  of  an  understanding  between  the 
British  and  French  governments,  that  they  will  act  together  in  regard  to 
our  afiairs.  This  communication,  however,  loses  something  of  its  value, 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  communication  was  withheld  until  after 
knowledge  of  the  fact  had  been  acquired  by  us  from  other  sources.  We 
know  also  another  £Eict  that  has  not  yet  been  officially  communicated  to 
us,  namely:  That  other  European  states  are  apprised  by  France  and 
England  of  their  agreement,  and  are  expected  to  concur  with  or  follow 
them  in  whatever  measures  they  adopt  on  the  subject  of  recognition. 
The  United  States  have  been  impartial  and  just  in  all  their  conduct 
toward  the  several  nations  of  Europe.  They  wiU  not  complain,  however, 
of  the  combination  now  announced  by  the  two  leading  powers,  although 
they  think  they  had  a  right  to  expect  a  more  independent,  if  not  a  more 
friendly,  course  from  each  of  them.  You  will  take  no  notice  of  that  or 
any  other  alliance.  Whenever  the  European  governments  shall  see  fit 
to  communicate  directly  with  us,  we  shall  be,  as  heretofore,  frank  and 
explicit  in  our  reply. 

As  to  the  blockade,  you  will  say  that  by  our  own  laws  and  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  the  laws  of  nations,  this  government  has  a  clear  right  to  sup- 
press insurrection.  An  exclusion  of  commerce  from  national  ports  whidli 
have  been  seized  by  insurgents,  in  the  equitable  form  of  blockade,  is  a 
proper  means  to  that  end.  You  will  not  insist  that  our  blockade  is  to  be 
respected  if  it  be  not  maintained  by  a  competent  force;  but  passing  by 
that  question  as  not  now  a  practical  or  at  least  an  urgent  one,  you  will 
add  that  the  blockade  is  now,  and  it  will  continue  to  be^  so  maintained, 
and  ther^ore  we  expect  it  to  be  respected  by  Great  Britain.  You  will 
add  that  we  have  already  revoked  the  exequatur  of  a  Bussian  consul 
who  had  enlisted  in  the  military  service  of  the  insurgents,  and  we  shall 
dismiss  or  demand  the  recall  of  every  foreign  agent,  consular  or  diplo- 
matic, who  shall  either  disobey  the  federal  laws  or  disown  the  federal 
authority. 

As  to  the  recognition  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy,  it  is  not 
to  be  made  a  subject  of  technical  definition.  It  is,  of  course,  direct  recog- 
nition to  publish  an  acknowledgment  of  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  a  new  power.  It  is  direct  recognition  to  receive  its  embassadors, 
ministers,  agents,  or  commissioners  officially.  A  concession  of  beUiger- 
ent  rights  is  liable  to  be  construed  as  a  recognition  of  them.  Ko  one  of . 
these  proceedings  will  pass  unquestioned  by  the  United  States  in  this 
case. 

Hitherto  recognition  has  been  moved  only  on  the  assumptiim  that  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  are  defcLcto  a  self-sustaining  power.    Now, 
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after  long  forbearance,  designed  to  soothe  discontent  and  avert  the  need 
of  civil  war,  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  have  been 
put  in  motion  to  repress  insurrection .  The  true  character  of  the  pretended 
ne^  state  is  at  once  revealed.  It  is  seen  to  be  a  power  existing  in  pro- 
nxinciamento  only.  It  has  never  won  a  field.  It  has  obtained  no  forts 
tbat  were  not  virtually  betrayed  into  its  hands  or  seized  in  breach  of 
trust.  It  commands  not  a  single  port  on  the  coast  nor  any  highway  out 
firom  its  pretended  capital  by  land.  Under  these  circumstances,  Great 
^Britain  is  called  upon  to  intervene  and  give  it  body  and  independence 
"by  resisting  our  measures  of  suppression.  British  recognition  would  be 
Sritish  intervention,  to  create  within  our  territory  a  hostile  state,  by 

overthrowing  this  republic  itself. 

•  •  •  ••  •  #  •  • 

As  to  the  treatment  of  privateers  in  the  insurgent  service,  you  will 
say  that  this  is  a  question  exclusively  our  own.  We  treat  them  as  pirates. 
They  are  our  own  citizens,  or  persons  employed  by  our  citizens,  preying 
on  the  commerce  of  our  country.  K  Great  Britain  shall  choose  to  recog- 
nize them  as  lawful  belligerents,  and  give  them  shelter  from  our  pursuit 
and  punishment,  the  laws  of  nations  afford  an  adequate  and  proper  remedy. 

Happily,  however,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  can  avoid  all 
these  difficulties.  It  invited  us  in  1856  to  accede  to  the  declaration  of 
the  congress  of  Paris,  of  which  body  Great  Britain  was  herself  a  member, 
aboHshmg  privateering  everywhere  in  all  cases  and  forever.  You  already 
have  our  authority  to  propose  to  her  our  accession  to  that  declaration. 
If  she  refuse  it,  it  can  only  be  because  she  is  willing  to  become  the  patron 
of  privateering  when  aimed  at  our  devastation. 

These  positions  are  not  elaborately  defended  now,  because  to  vindicate 
them  would  imply  a  possibility  of  our  waiving  them. 

We  are  not  insensible  of  the  grave  importance  of  this  occasion.  We 
see  how,  upon  the  result  of  the  debate  in  which  we  are  engaged,  a  war 
may  ensue  between  the  United  States  and  one,  two,  or  even  more  Euro- 
pean nations.  War  in  any  case  is  as  exceptional  from  the  habits  as  it 
is  revolting  from  the  sentiments  of  the  American  people.  But  if  it  come 
it  will  be  fully  seen  that  it  results  from  the  action  of  Great  Britain,  not 
our  own;  that  Great  Britain  will  have  decided  to  fraternize  with  our 
domestic  enemy  either  without  waiting  to  hear  from  you  our  remon- 
strances and  our  warnings,  or  after  having  heard  them.  War  in  defense 
of  national  life  is  not  immoral,  and  war  in  defense  of  independence  is 
an  inevitable  part  of  the  discipline  of  nations. 

The  dispute  will  be  between  the  European  and  the  American  branches  of 
the  Briti^  race.  All  who  belong  to  that  race  will  especially  deprecate 
itj  as  they  ought.  It  may  well  be  believed  that  men  of  every  race  and 
kindred  will  deplore  it.  A  war  not  unlike  it  between  the  same  parties 
occnred  at  the  close  of  the  last  century.  Europe  atoned  by  forty  years 
of  suffering  for  the  error  that  Great  Britain  committed  in  provoking  that 
contest.  If  that  nation  shall  now  repeat  the  same  great  error,  the 
soci^  convulsions  which  will  follow  may  not  be  so  long,  but  they  wiU  be 
more  general.  When  they  shall  have  ceased,  it  will,  we  think,  be  seen, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  fortunes  df  other  nations,  that  it  is  not  the 
United  States  that  wiU  have  come  out  of  them  with  its  precious  Consti- 
tution altered,  or  its  honestly  obtained  dominions  in  any  degree  abridged. 
Great  Britain  has  but  to  wait  a  few  months,  and  all  her  present  incon- 
veniences will  cease  with  aU  our  own  troubles.  If  she  take  a  different 
course  she  will  calculate  for  herself  the  ultimate  as  well  as  the  immediate 
consequences,  and  will  consider  what  position  she  will  hold  when  she  shall 
have  forever  lost  the  sympathies  and  affections  of  the  only  nation  on 
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w  liik>o  .\\  uipathies  and  afPections  she  has  a  natural  claim.  In  making 
I  Uiii  cukudutiou  she  will  do  well  to  remember  that  in  the  controversy  she 
^u«)»oMi\s  ti>  oi>en  we  shall  be  actuated  by  neither  pride,  nor  passion,  nor 
i)UiaiUt>s  nor  ambition;  but  we  shall  stand  simply  on  the  principle  of 
Mi^ll  lat^tt^rvation,  and  that  our  cause  will  iuTolve  the  independence  of 
uutimiH  iuid  the  rights  of  human  nature. 

1  am,  sir,  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c.,  c&c.,  i6c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  2.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londanj  May  21, 1861. 

Sir:  At  the  close  of  my  last  dispatch  I  stated  my  purpose  to  ask  an 
early  interview  with  Lord  John  EusselL  A  note  to  that  effect  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  Foreign  Office.  An  answer  was  received  on  Saturday 
morning,  saying  that  his  lordship  would  be  happy  to  see  me.  if  I  would 
take  the  trouble  to  go  out  to  Pembroke  Lodge,  at  Richmond,  where  he 
is  retired  for  the  present,  on  Monday  at  twelve  or  one  o'clock,  or,  if  I  pre- 
ferred it,  he  would  see  me  at  one  o'clock  on  that  same  day,  (May  18.) 
Although  it  was  approaching  eleven  o'clock  when  I  got  the  answer,  and 
the  distance  exceeds  nine  miles  from  the  city,  I  replied  by  accepting  the 
earlier  appointment,  and  was  probably  myself  at  the  Lodge'  before  he 
received  my  note. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  I  found  his  lordship  ready  to  receive  me,  so  that  I 
proceeded  at  once  to  business.  After  expressing  the  general  feeling 
which  I  believed  prevailing  in  the  United  States  of  good  will  towards 
Great  Britain,  and  the  confident  expectations  I  had  entertained,  down 
to  the  i)eriod  of  my  arrival,  that  these  sentiments  were  fully  recipro- 
cated to  my  government  on  the  part  of  the  government  here,  I  signified 
my  sense  of  disappointment  in  not  finding  this  quite  so  unequivocally 
manifested  as  I  had  hoped.  There  were  now  fewer  topics  of  direct  dif- 
ference between  the  two  countries  than  had  probably  existed  at  any  pre- 
ceding time,  and  even  these  had  been  withdrawn  from  discussion  at  this 
place  to  be  treated  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  I  therefore  came  out 
here  with  little  to  do  beyond  the  duty  of  preserving  the  relations  actu- 
•  ally  existing  from  the  risk  of  being  unfavorably  affected  by  the  unfor- 
tunate domestic  disturbances  prevailing  in  my  own  countay.  It  was 
not  without  pain  that  I  was  compelled  to  admit  that  from  the  day  of 
my  arrival  I  had  felt  in  the  procc^ings  of  both  houses  of  Parliament, 
in  the  language  of  her  Majesty's  ministers,  and  in  the  tone  of  opinion 
prevailing  in  private  circles,  more  of  uncertainty  about  this  than  I  had 
before  thought  possible.  This  sentiment  alone  would  have  impelled  me 
to  solicit  an  early  interview;  but  I  was  now  come  under  a  much  stronger 
motive.  I  had  just  received  a  dispatch  from  my  government,  based 
upon  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dallas,  of  much  earlier  date  than  any  of  the  mat- 
ters to  which  I  had  alluded.  In  that  letter  he  had  reported  a  conver- 
sation with  his  lordship,  the  close  of  which  had  been  deemed  so  unsatis- 
factory tliat  I  had  been  directed  at  once  to  seek  for  a  ftirther  elucidation  of 
his  meaning.  It  was  the  desire  of  my  government  to  learn  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  ministers  to  adopt  a  policy  which 
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would  have  the  effect  to  widen,  if  not  to  make  irreparable,  a  breach 
which  we  believed  yet  to  be  entirely  manageable  by  ourselves. 

At  this  point  his  lordship  replied  by  saying  that  there  was  no  such 
intention.  The  clearest  evidence  of  that  was  to  be  found  in  the  assur- 
ance given  by  him  to  Mr.  Dallas  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  conversation 
referred  to.  With  regard  to  the  other  portion,  against  which  I  under- 
stood him  to  intimate  he  had  ah-eady  heard  from  Lord  Lyons  that  the 
President  had  taken  exception,  he  could  only  say  that  he  hardly  saw 
his  way  to  bind  the  government  to  any  specific  course,  when  circum- 
stances beyond  their  agency  rendered  it  difficult  to  toll  wnat  might  hap- 
X>en.  Should  the  insurgent  States  ultimately  succeed  in  establishing 
themselves  in  an  independent  position,  of  the  probability  of  which  he 
desired  to  express  no  opinion,  he  presumed,  fro9i  the  general  course  of 
the  United  States  heretofore,  that  they  did  not  mean  to  require  of  other 
countries  to  pledge  themselves  to  go  further  than  they  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  going  themselves.  He  therefore,  by  what  he  had  said  to  Mr. 
Dallas,  simply  meant  to  say  that  they  were  not  disposed  in  any  way  to 
interfere. 

To  this  I  replied  by  begging  leave  to  remark  that,  so  far  as  my  govern- 
ment was  concerned,  any  desire  to  interfere  had  never  been  imputed  to 
Great  Britain  ^  but  in  her  peculiar  position  it  was  deserving  of  grave 
consideration  whether  great  caution  was  not  to  be  used  in  adopting  any 
course  that  might,  even  in  the  most  indirect  way,  have  an  effect  to 
encourage  the  hopes  of  the  disaffected  in  America.  It  had  now  come  to 
this,  that  without  support  from  here,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
considered  the  termination  of  this  difficult  as  almost  'entirely  a  ques- 
tion of  time.  Any  course  adopted  here  that  would  materially  change 
that  calculation  would  inevitably  raise  the  most  unpleasant  feelings 
among  them;  for  independently  of  the  absolute  in^uence  of  Great 
Britain,  admitted  to  be  great,  the  effect  of  any  supposed  inclination  on 
her  part  could  not  fail  to  be  extensive  among  the  other  nations  of  Europe. 
It  was  my  belief  that  the  insurgent  States  could  scarcely  hope  for  sym- 
pathy on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  if  deprived  of  any  prospect  of  it  here. 
Hence  anything  that  looked  like  a  manifestation  of  it  would  be  regarded 
among  us  as  inevitably  tending  to  develop  an  ultimate  separation  in 
America:  and,  whether  intended  or  not,  the  impression  made  would 
scarcely  oe  effaced  by  tune.  It  was  in  this  view  that  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  express  the  great  regret  I  had  felt  on  learning  the  decision  to 
issue  the  Queen's  proclamation,  which  at  once  raised  the  insurgents  to 
the  level  of  a  belligerent  state,  and  still  more  the  language  used  in 
regard  to  it  by  her  Majesty's  ministers  in  both  houses  of  Parliament 
before  and  since.  Whatever  might  be  the  design,  there  could  be  no 
shadow  of  doubt  that  the  effect  of  these  events  had  been  to  encourage 
the  fiiends  of  the  disaffected  here.  The  tone  of  the  press  and  of  private 
opinion  indicated  it  strongly.  I  then  alluded  more  especially  to  the 
brief  report  of  the  lord  clwincellor's  speech  on  Thursday  last,  in  which 
he  had  characterized  the  rebellious  portion  of  my  country  as  a  belligerent 
state,  and  the  war  that  was  going  on  Bsjtistum  helium. 

To  this  his  lordship  replied  that  he  thought  more  stress  was  laid  upon 
these  events  than  they  deserved.  The  fact  was  that  a  necessity  seemed  to 
exist  to  define  the  course  of  the  government  in  regard  to  the  participa- 
tion of  the  subjects  of  Oreat  Britain  in  the  impending  conflict.  To  that 
end  the  legal  questions  involved  had  been  referred  to  those  officers  most 
conversant  with  them^  and  their  advice  had  been  taken  in  shaping  the 
result.  Their  conclusion  had  been  that,  as  a  question  merely  oi  fuct^  a 
war  existed.    A  considerable  number  of  the  States,  at  least  seven,  occu- 
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pying  a  Vide  extent  ot  country,  were  in  open  resistance,  whilst  one  or 
more  of  the  others  were  associating  themselves  in  the  same  struggle, 
and  as  yet  there  were  no  indications  of  any  other  result  than  a  contest  of 
arms  more  or  less  severe.  In  many  preceding  cases,  much  less  formi- 
dable demonstrations  had  been  recogmzed.  Under  such  circumstances  it 
seemed  scarcely  possible  to  avoid  speaking  of  this  in  the  technical  sense 
BBjustum  beUuMj  that  is,  a  war  of  two  sides,  without  in  any  way  impl^iag^ 
an  opinion  of  its  justice,  as  well  as  to  withhold  an  endeavor,  so  far  as 
IM>8sible,  to  bring  the  management  of  it  within  the  rules  of  modem  civil- 
ized war£Eu«.  This  was  aU  that  was  contemplated  by  the  Queen's  proc- 
lamation. It  was  designed  to  show  the  purport  of  existing  laws,  and  to 
explain  to  British  subjects  their  liabilities  in  case  they  should  engage  in 
the  war.  And  however  strongly  the  people  of  the  United  States  might 
feel  against  their  enemies,  it  was  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  in  practice 
they  would  now  vary  from  their  uniformly  humane  policy  heretofore  in 
endeavoring  to  assuage  and  mitigate  the  horrors  of  war. 

To  all  which  I  answered  that  tinder  other  circumstances  I  should  be 
very  ready  to  give  my  cheerful  assent  to  this  view  of  his  lordship's.  But 
1  must  be  permitted  frankly  to  remark  that  the  action  taken  seemed,  at 
least  to  my  mind,  a  little  more  rapid  than  was  absolutely  called  for  by 
the  occasion.  It  might  be  recollected  that  the  new  administration  had 
scarcely  had  sixty  days  to  develop  its  policy ;  that  the  extent  to  which  aU 
departments  of  the  government  had  been  demoralized  in  the  preceding 
administration  was  surely  understood  .here,  at  least  in  part;  that  the  very 
organization  upon  which  any  future  action  was  to  be  predicated  was  to 
be  renovated  and  purified  before  a  hope  could  be  entertained  of  energetic 
and  effective  labor.  The  consequence  had  been  that  it  was  but  just 
emerging  firom  its  difficulties,  and  beginning  to  develop  the  power  of  the 
countiry  to  cope  with  this  rebellion,  when  the  British  government  took 
the  initiative,  and  decided  practically  that  it  is  a  struggle  of  two  sides. 
And  furthermore,  it  pronounced  the  insurgents  to  be  a  belligerent  state 
before  they  had  ever  shown  their  csipacity  to  maintain  any  kind  of  war- 
fare whatever,  except  within  one  of  their  own  harbors,  and  under  every 
possible  advantage.  It  considered  them  a  marine  power  before  they  had 
ever  exhibited  a  single  privateer  on  the  ocean.  I  said  that  I  was  not 
aware  that  a  single  armed  vessel  had  yet  been  issued  from  any  port>  under 
the  control  of  these  people.  Surely  this  was  not  the  case  in  the  instsuace 
which  had  been  relied  upon  in  his  speech  by  his  lordship  as  authority  for 
the  present  action.  There  the  Greeks,  however  small  as  a  people,  had 
l<Hig  been  actively  and  effectually  waging  war,  before  the  interposition  of 
Great  Britain,  and,  to  use  the  language  of  the  government,  as  quoted  by 
himself,  had  ^^  covered  the  sea  with  cnusers."  It  did  seem  to  me  there- 
fore as  if  a  littie  more  time  might  have  been  taken  to  form  a  more  com- 
plete estimate  of  the  relative  force  of  the  contending  parties,  and  of  the 
probabilities  of  any  long-drawn  issue.  And  1  did  not  doubt  that  the  view 
taken  by  me  would  be  that  substantially  taken  both  by  the  government 
and  the  people  of  the  United  States.  They  would  inevitably  infer  the 
existence  of  an  intention  more  or  less  marked  to  extend  the  struggle. 
For  this  reason  it  was  that  I  made  my  present  application  to  know  whether 
such  a  design  was  or  was  not  entertained;  for  in  the  alternative  of  an 
affirmative  answer  it  was  as  well  for  us  to  know  it,  as  I  was  bound  to 
acknowledge  in  all  frankness  that  in  tbat  contingency  I  had  nothing  fur- 
ther left  to  do  in  Great  Britain.  I  said  this  with  regret,  as  my  own  feel- 
ings had  been  and  were  of  the  most  friendly  nature. 

His  lordship  replied  by  an  assurance  that  he  participated  in  those  feel- 
ings; neither  did  he  see  the  action  that  had  been  thus  far  taken  at  all  in 
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the  light  in  which  I  saw  it.  He  believed  that  the  United  States,  in  their 
awn  previons  history,  had  fdmished  examples  of  action  taken  quite  as 
early  as  that  now  complained  of.  He  instanced  two  cases.  The  first  I 
do  not  now  remembidr,  for  it  seemed  to  me  not  important  at  the  time; 
th.e  other  was  the  insurrection  in  Hungary  under  Kossuth,  at  which  period, 
he  believed,  tiiey  had  gone  so  far  as  actually  to  send  an  agent  to  that 
country  with  a  view  to  recognition,  and  that  to  the  great  d£satisfaction 
and  against  the  remonstrances  of  Austria. 

1  replied  only  to  the  second  case,  by  remarking  that  the  incidents  attend- 
ing that  afifair  were  not  fresh  in  my  mind,  neither  was  I  sure  that  I  ever 
knew  the  whole  action  of  tiie  government;  but  it  was  my  impression  that 
the  object  of  the  mission  was  only  confined  to  the  acquisition  of  the  facts 
necessary  to  form  an  opinion,  and  that,  aftei  they  were  obtained,  no  pub- 
lic step  of  any  kind  had  been  taken.  Neither  could  I  myself  recollect  an 
instance  in  which  ample  time  had  not  been  given  by  the  United  States 
for  the  development  of  events  sufficiently  decisive  to  justify  any  action 
that  might  have  followed ;  for  I  begged  it  to  be  understood  that  the  gov- 
ernment did  not  mean  at  all  to  deny  that  there  were  cases  in  which  recog- 
nition of  a  revblutionary  government  might  l)e  both  expedient  and  proper. 

The  rule  was  clear,  that  whenever  it  became  apparent  that  any  organ- 
ized form  of  society  nad  advanced  so  far  as  to  prove  its  power  to  defend 
and  protect  itself  against  the  assaults  of  enemies,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  manifest  a  capacity  to  maintain  binding  relations  with  foreign  nations, 
then  a  measure  of  recognition  could  not  be  justly  objected  to  on  any  side. 

The  case  was  very  different  when  such  an  interference  should  take 
place,  prior  to  the  e^blishment  of  the  proof  required,  as  to  bring  about 
a  result  which  would  not  probably  have  happened  but  for  that  external 
agency. 

And  here  I  stop  for.  a  moment  to  make  two  remarks  upon  this  part. 
of  the  conversation.  The  first  of  these  is,  that  I  have  an  impression  that 
the  agent  to  go  to  Hungary,  alluded  to  by  his  lordship,  was  Mr.  Mann, 
the  same  gentleman  who  is  now  figuring  in  the  commission  of  the  con- 
federates at  this  place.  If  iu  this  I  am  right,  we  can  be  at  no  loss  for 
his  lordship's  sources  of  information.  The  other  remark  is  that  the  Hun- 
garian precedent  was  unquestionably  one  in  which  a  very  strong  sym- 
pathy with  the  insurgent  party  actually  existed  in  the  United  States.  Are 
we  therefore  to  infer  a  similar  impulse  to  actuate  the  precipitate  measure 
now  taken  heref 

I  did  not  say  this  to  his  lordship,  though  I  might  have  done  so;  but  I 
proceeded  to  observe  that  I  had  come  to  England  prepared  to  present  the 
views  of  my  government  on  the  general  question,  and  that  I  should  have 
done  so  in  full  but  for  the  interposition  of  this  more  immediate  dispatch. 
At  the  present  moment  I  should  touch  only  upon  one  point  in  connexion 
with  the  acknowledgment  of  the  insurgents  even  as  a  belligerent  state. 
It  seemed  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  his  lordship  to  the  fact  which 
must  be  obvious  to  him,  that  as  yet  they  had  not  laid  any  foundation 
for  government  solid  enough  to  deserve  a  moment's  confidence.  They 
had  undertaken  to  withdraw  certain  States  from  the  government  by  an 
arbitrary  act  which  they  called  secession,  not  known  to  the  Constitution, 
the  validitv  of  which  had  at  no  time  been  acknowledged  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  which  was  now  emphatically  denied;  but  not 
content  with  this,  they  had  gone  on  to  substitute  another  system  among 
themselves,  avowedly  based  upon  the  recogDition  of  this  right  of  States 
to  withdraw  or  secede  at  pleasure.  With  such  a  theory,  I  would  ask, 
where  could  be  vested  the  obligation  of  treaties  witii' foreign  powers, 
of  tiie  payment  of  any  debts  contracted,  or,  iodeed,  of  any  act  performed 
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in  good  faith  by  the  common  authority  for  the  time  being  established. 
For  my  own  part,  I  folly  believed  that  such  a  system  could  not  deserve 
to  be  denominated,  in  any  sense,  a  government;  and  therefore  I  could 
not  but  think  any  act  performed  here,  having  a  tendency  to  invest  it  in 
the  eye  of  the  world  with  the  notion  of  form  and  substance,  could  be 
attended  only  with  the  most  complete  disappointment  to  all  tiie  parties 
connected  with  it. 

His  lordship  here  interposed  by  saying  that  there  was  not,  in  his 
opinion,  any  occasion  at  present  for  going  into  this  class  of  arguments, 
as  the  government  did  not  contemplate  taking  any  step  that  way. 
Should  any  such  time  arrive  in  the  future,  he  should  be  very  ready  to  listen 
to  every  argument  that  might  be  presented  against  it  on  the  part  of  the 
CTnited  States.  At  this  moment  he  thought  we  had  better  confine  our- 
selves to  the  matter  immediately  in  hand. 

I  then  remarked  that  there  was  another  subject  upon  which  I  had 
received  a  dispatdi,  though  I  should  not,  after  so  long  a  conference* 
venture  to  do  more  than  open  the  matter  to-day.  This  was  a  proposal 
to  negotiate  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutrals  in  time  of  war.  The 
necessary  powers  had  been  transmitted  to  me,  together  with  a  form  of 
a  convention,  which  I  would  do  myself  the  honor  to  submit  to  his  con- 
sideration if  there  was  any  disposition  to  pursue  the  matter  further. 
His  lordship  then  briefly  reviewed  the  past  action  of  the  two  countries 
since  the  meeting  of  the  congress  at  Paris,  and  expressed  the  willing- 
ness of  Great  Britain  to  negotiate ;  but  he  seemed  to  desire  to  leave  the 
subject  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Lyons,  to  whom  he  intimated  that  he  had 
already  transmitted  authority  to  assent  to  any  modification  of  the  only 
point  in  issue  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  might  prefer. 
On  that  matter  he  believed  there  would  be  no  diflfliculty  whatever. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  shall  not  press  the  subject  further  at  this 
place  until  I  receive  new  directions  to  that  effect  from  the  department. 

His  lordship  then  observed  that  there  were  two  points  upon  which  he 
should  be  glad  himself  to  be  enlightened,  although  he  did  not  know 
whether  I  was  prepared  to  furnish  the  information-.  They  both  related 
to  the  President's  proclamation  of  a  blockade.  The  first  question  was 
upon  the  nature  of  the  blockade.  The  coast  was  very  extensive,  stretch- 
ing along  tiie  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  a  great  way.  Was  it  the 
design  of  the  United  States  to  institute  an  effective  blockade  in  its 
whole  extent,  or  to  make  only  a  declaration  to  that  effect  as  to  the  whole, 
and  to  confine  the  actual  blockade  to  particular  points  f  Considering 
the  uniform  doctrine  of  the  government  refusing  to  recognize  the  validity 
of  mere  paper  blockades,  he  could  hardly  suppose  they  designed  the 
latter. 

To  this  I  replied  that  I  knew  nothing  directly  of  the  President's  inten- 
tions on  this  subject;  but  that  inasmuch  as  the  government  had  always 
protested  against  mere  paper  blockades,  I  could  not  suppose  that  it  was 
now  disposed  to  change  Its  doctrine.  On  the  contrary,  I  had  every 
reason  for  affirming  that  it  was  the  intention  to  make  an  effective  block- 
ade; and  this  was  more  practicable  than  at  first  sight  might  appear  from 
the  fact  that  there  were  few  harbors  along  the  coast,  however  great  its 
extent,  and  these  were  not  very  easy  of  access.  I  thought,  therefore, 
that  even  though  the  blockade  might  not  be  perfect,  it  would  be  suffi- 
ciently so  to  come  within  the  legitimate  construction  of  the  term. 

His  lordship  then  alluded  to  the  other  point,  which  was,  that  the 
proclamation  assigned  no  precise  date  for  the  commencement  of  the 
blockade^  which  he  believed  was  necessary;  but  he  presumed  that  that 
defect  might  be  remedied  at  any  time.    To  which  I  added  that  I  did  not 


CLAIMS  AGAINST  GBEAT  BBTTAINf.  187 

donbt  any  saeh  omission  of  form  would  be  supplied  as  soon  as  it  was 
pointed  ont. 

His  lordship  then  made  some  remarks  upon  the  adoption  of  the  tariff; 
to  which  I  repUed  that,  in  my  belief,  that  law  was  mainly  passed  as  a 
revenue  measure,  with  incidental  protection;  that  it  was  not  in  anyway 
aimed  in  a  hostUe  spirit  to  foreign  nations;  and  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  would  always  buy  from  Great  Britain  as  much  as  they 
coiQd  pay  for,  and  generally  a  good  deal  more.  This  last  remark  raised 
a  smile;  and  thus  ended  his  lordship's  series  of  inquiries.. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  these  secondary  questions,  I  returned  once 
more  to  tiiie  charge,  and  asked  him  what  answer  I  should  return  to  the 
inquiry  which  I  had  been  directed  to  make.  In  order  to  avoid  any 
ambiguity,  I  took  out  of  my  pocket  your  dispatch  No.  4,  and  read  to 
him  tiie  paragraph  recapitulating  the  substance  of  Mr.  Dallas's  report 
of  his  interview,  and  the  very  last  paragraph.  I  said  that  it  was  import- 
ant to  me  that  I  should  not  ms^e  any  mistake  in  reporting  this  part  of 
the  conversation;  therefore  I  should  beg  him  to  famish  me  with  the 
precise  language.  He  said  that  he  did  not  himself  know  what  he  was  to 
say.  If  it  was  expected  of  him  to  give  any  pledge  of  an  absolute  nature 
that  his  government  would  not  at  any  fiiture  time,  no  matter  what  the 
circumstances  might  be,  recognize  an  existing  state  in  America,  it  was 
more  than  he  could  promise.  If  I  wished  an  exact  reply,  my  better  way 
would  betoaddress  him  theinquiry  in  writing.  I  said  that!  was  weU  aware 
of  tha^  but  I  had  hoped  that  I  might  be  saved  the  necessity  of  doing  so. 
On  reflection,  he  proposed  to  avoid  that  by  offering  to  transmit  to  Lord 
Lyons  directions  to  give  such  a  reply  to  the  President  as,  in  his  own 
opinion,  might  be  satisfactory.  To  this  arrangement  I  gave  my  a^isent, 
though  not  without  some  doubt  whether  I  was  doing  right.  In  truth,' if 
I  were  persuaded  that  her  Majesty's  government  were  really  animated 
by  a  desire  to  favor  the  rebellion,  I  should  demand  a  categorical  answer; 
but  thus  fiEu*  I  see  rather  division  of  opinion,  consequent  upon  the  press- 
ure  of  the  commercial  classes.  Hence  I  preferred  to  give  the  short 
time  demanded,  as  well  as  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  President  himself 

the  x>ower  to  decide  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  reply. 

•  •••••••• 

It  may  be  as  well  to  state  that,  both  in  matter  and  manner,  the  con- 
ference, which  has  been  reported  as  fully  and  as  accurately  as  my  mem- 
ory would  permit,  was  conducted  in  the  most  friendly  spirit. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  '<  North  America,''  No.  1, 1862,  p.  34.] 

No.  41. 

Lord  c7.  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

FoEEiaN  Office,  Ma/y  21, 1861. 

My  Lord:  Mr.  Adams  came  to  me  at  Pembroke  Lodge  on  the  18th 
instant.  After  some  general  conversation  he  said  he  was  instructed  to 
ask  me  for  an  explanation  of  the  language  I  had  used  to  Mr.  Dallas. 
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The  exiMiessions  I  had  employed  had  been  interpreted  in  the  XTnited 
States  as  being  of  an  unfriendly  tenor,  and  as  intimating  a  change  of 
policy  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  He  led  me  to  understand  that  any 
such  change  would  put  an  end  to  his  mission,  and  unfavorably  affect  tti.e 
relations  of  the  two  countries. 

I  repeated  to  Mr.  Adams  what  I  had  said  to  Mr.  Dallas,  that,  had  & 
separation  taken  place  between  different  parts  of  the  American  Union 
in  an  amicable  manner,  her  Majesty's  government  would  still  have 
regretted  that,  a  Union  of  States  so  famous  and  so  conspicuous  for  its 
love  of  liberty  and  enlightened  progress  should  have  been  dissolved ; 
that  the  opposition  made  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  the 
secession  would  make  us  still  more  averse  to  take  any  step  to  record  and 
recognize  that  secession.  I  explained  to  Mr.  Adams,  however,  that  the 
dispatches  of  Judge  Black  and  Mr.  Seward  seemed  to  ask  on  our  part 
for  a  perpetual  pl^ge  that  we  would  under  no  circumstances  recognisse 
the  secediug  States.  I  had,  therefore,  thought  it  necessary  to  add  that 
Great  Britson  must  hold  herself  free  to  act  according  to  the  progress  of 
events  and  as  circumstances  might  require. 

I  reminded  Mr.  Adams  that  the  United  States  had  recognized  Don 
Miguel,  the  usurper  of  the  throne  of  Portugal,  and  had  even  intended 
to  acknowledge  the  Hungarian  republic  in  1848,  when  it  was  obvious 
that  such  a  republic  could  not  endure. 

I  said  that,  on  the  other  hand,  we  had  taken  no  step  except  that 
of  declaring  ourselves  neutral,  and  allowing  to  the  soutuiem  States  a 
belligerent  character ;  that  the  size  and  x>opulation  of  the  seceding  States 
were  so  considerable  that  we  could  not  deny  them  that  character,  bat 
that  this  step  implied  no  recognition  nor  allowed  any  other  than  an  inter- 
mediate position  on  the  part  of  the  southern  States. 

Mr.  Adams  admitted  ti^is,  but  thought  the  step  we  had  taken  precipi- 
tate. He  contrasted  it  with  the  long  period  which  elapsed  between  the 
beginning  of  the  Greek  insurrection  and  our  admission  of  the  belligerent 
character  of  Greece. 

I  said  that  the  population  of  the  seceding  States,  amoonting  to  many 
millions,  made  them  of  greater  importance  than  Greece  in  the  early  days 
of  her  independence,  and  the  critical  position  of  our  commerce  made  it 
necessary  to  take  some  step ;  that  we  could  not  call  the  seceding  States 
rebels,  nor  take  part  in  the  war  against  them. 

Mr.  Adams  declared  he  had  no  wish  to  see  us  take  part  in  the  war, 
but  he  did  wish  us  not  to  give  assistance  to  the  South. 

I  told  him  we  had  no  thoughts  of  doing  so;  that  the  sympatiiies  of 
this  country  were  rather  with  the  North  than  with  the  South,  but  we 
wished  to  live  on  amicable  terms  with  both  parties. 

I  pointed  out  that  the  blockade  recently  instituted,  and  the  designation 
appUed  to  the  privateers  of  the  southern  States  as  pirates,  might  give 
rise  to  difficulties;  that,  however,  the  blockade  might  no  doubt  be  made 
effective,  considering  the  small  number  of  harbors  on  the  southern  coast, 
even  though  the  extent  of  three  thousand  miles  of  coast  were  cgmpre- 
hended  in  terms  of  that  blockade. 

Mr.  Adams  said  it  was  by  no  means  the  intention  of  the  United  States 
to  institute  a  paper  blockade,  a  measure  against  which  they  had  always 
protested. 

With  regard  to  privateers  and  piracy,  J  said  that  although  general 
principles  might  be  proclaimed,  the  putting  them  into  execution  might 
be  accompanied  with  that  forbearance  and  humanity  which  might  be 
expected  from  a  nation  so  cognizant  of  international  relations  and  so 
advanced  in  civilization  as  tile  United  States. 
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I  touched  upon  the  high  protective  tariff  recently  enacted,  and  was 
assured  that  it  was  intended  rather  for  revenue  than  for  protection,  and 
tibiat  if  it  failed  in  bringing  revenue  it  would  not  be  maintained  for  the 
sake  of  monopoly  and  restriction. 

I  told  Mr.  Adams  that  I  did  not  wish  at  present  to  discuss  the  causes 
of  the  secession  or  the  present  state  of  the  conflict;  but  I  assured  him 
that  if  recognition  should  ever  be  in  contemplation,  I  would  send  to  him 
and  aUow  a  full  hearing  to  his  exposition  of  facts  and  arguments. 

I  must  not  omit  to  s^te  that  Mr,  Adams,  while  complaining  strongly 
of  our  hasty  allowance  of  belligerent  rights  to  the  South,  expressed 
throughout  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  live  on  the  most  friendly  terms  with  Great  Britain. 

I  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  reciprocal  assurances  of  good  will. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward,  • 

[Extrftcte.! 

No.  6.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSj  May  22, 1861. 

SiB:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  announce  to  you  my  arrival  in  this  city  on 
Saturday,  May  11.  On  Monday,  application  was  made  through  our  lega- 
tion for  an  audience  with  Mr.  Thouvenel,  minister  of  foreign  afiairs,  which 
was  granted  for  the  16th  instant,  on  which  day  I  was  duly  presented  to 
him  by  Mr.  Walsh^  of  the  American  legation. 

Mr.  Thouvenel,  m  the  course  of  the  conversation,  took  occasion  to  say 
that  he  deeply  regretted  the  condition  of  things  in  the  United  States, 
and  that  in  this  expression  of  feeling  he  represented  the  views  and  feel- 
ings of  the  Emperor;  that  so  deeply  concerned  was  the  Emx)eror  that  he 
h^  felt  disposed  to  ofter  his  good  ofi&ces,  but  had  been  deterred  from  the 
fear  that  his  offer  might  not  be  well  received;  but  should  occasion  for  this 
arise^  he  would  always  be  ready  and  happy  to  be  of  use.  He  made  special 
inquiry  as  to  the  x>olicy  of  our  government  in  regard  to  neutral  rights, 
pa^cularly  in  reference  to  neutral  property  found  in  southern  ships.  He 
went  into  considerable  detail  to  show  that  historical  precedents  were  in 
£avor  of  treating  southern  vessels  as  those  of  a  regular  belligerent,  and 
applying  the  same  doctrine  to  them  as  had  always  been  upheld  by  the 
United  States.  He  dwelt  particularly  upon  the  fact  that  Great  Britain, 
during  our  revolutionary  war,  had  not  considerered  our  privateers  as 
pirates.  I  understood  hka  to  say  that,  as  respects  an  effective  blockade, 
it  would  be  fully  recognized  and  respected;  but  beseemed  much  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  understanding  clearly  the  intentions  of  our  govern- 
ment in  reference  to  these  matters  as  respects  the  foreign  world. 

As  respects  a  tender  of  the  kind  offices  of  the  Emperor  I  could  only 
thank  him  for  the  interest  in  our  country  which  the  suggestion  mani- 
fested, but  gave  him  no  reason  to  suppose  such  offer  at  IMs  time  would 
be  accepted.  As  to  the  doctrines  which  our  government  would  apply  in 
reference  to  the  blockade  of  southern  x>orts  and  neutral  rights,  I  told  him 
I  had  no  specific  instructions  at  present,  and  could  only  refer  him  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  and  the  general  principles  of  international 
law  which  might  bear  on  the  case.  I  iurther  informed  him  that  imme- 
diately after  my  reception  by  the  Emperor  I  would  apprise  my  govern- 
ment of  the  anxiety  of  the  French  government  to  learn  the  views  of  our 
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government  more  definitively  upon  these  questions.  You  will  not  fidl  to 
have  observed  that  the  action  of  France  and  England  upon  this  question 
of  belligerent  rights  has  been  upon  a  mutual  understanding  and  agree- 
ment. 

Throughout  the  conversation  he  seemed  anxious  to  impress  i^pon  me 
the  great  interest  which  France  took  in  our  condition,  and  their  desire 
for  the  perpetuation  of  the  Union  of  the  States.  He  referred  to  the  fact 
that  France  had  aided  in  its  formation,  and  did  not  desire  to  witness  its 
dissolution.  The  recognition  of  the  southern  confederates  as  possessing 
belligerent  rights  he  did  not  consider  at  aU  as  recognizing  them  as  inde- 
pendent States. 

After  the  conversation  had  closed,  to  save  time,  I  at  once  presented  a 
copy  of  my  letters  of  credence,  and  requested  an  audience  of  the 
Emperor,  &c. 

On  the  next  day  I  was  informed  by  a  note  from  the  minister  that  I 
would  be  received  at  the  palace  on  the  19th  instant,  at  which  time  I  was 
presented  in  due  form  to  the  Emperor,  in  the  presence  of  certain  officers 

of  the  court. 

•  •••••••• 

The  Emperor,  after  a  courteous  welcome,  and  one  or  two  remarks  of  a 
character  personally  complimentary,  said,  in  substance,  that  he  felt  great 
interest  in  the  condition  of  things  in  our  country;  that  he  was  very  anx- 
ious our  difficulties  should  be  settled  amicably;  that  he  had  been  and  yet 
was  ready  to  offer  his  kind  offices,  if  such  offer  would  be  mutually  agree- 
able to  the  contending  parties ;  that  whatever  tended  to  affect  injuriously 
our  interests  was  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  France,  and  that  he 
desired  a  perpetuation  of  the  Union  of  the  States,  with  some  additional 
remarks  of  like  tenor  and  character.  His  observations  were  in  the  same 
vein  as  those  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  I  doubt  not  were  the 

frank  expressions  of  his  views  on  this  subject. 

•  •••••••• 

On  Monday,  the  20th  instant,  I  called  again  on  Mr.  Thouvenel,  ui  com- 
pany with  Mr,  Sanford,  (our  minister  to  Belgium,)  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining,  if  possible,  a  little  more  distinct  information  as  to  what  France 
meant  by  the  terms  "neutral  rights'' and  "belligerent  rights;  how  far  he 
considered  such  rights  as  extending  to  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
prizes  in  the  ports  of  France,  &c  He  said  in  reply,  in  substance,  that 
they  held  that  the  flag  covers  the  cargo;  and  that  if  a  southern  ship 
carrying  neutral  property  was  captured,  the  property  would  not  be  con- 
demned, &c.  He  hoped  our  government  would  recognize  principles  for 
which  it  had  always  contended.  1  told  him  it  would  certainly  do  so ;  but 
the  question  here  wa«,  whether  there  was  a  flag;  that  our  government 
insisted  that  the  confederates,  being  merely  in  rebellion,  had  no  flag,  and 
I  could  not  exactly  understand  how  a  foreign  government  which  had 
not  reognized  them  as  an  independent  power  could  recognize  them  as 
having  a  flag.  He  said,  furthermore,  that  the  French  government  had 
given  no  warning  to  their  citizens,  &c.,  (as  the  English  government 
had,)  by  proclamation,  because  it  was  unnecessary:  that  the  statute 
law  of  France  (of  1826,  April  10,  I  think)  declared  that  any  French 
citizen  taking  service  under  a  foreign  power  lost  aU  claim  to  protection 
as  a  citizen;  that  if  a  subject  of  France  should  take  service  on  board 
of  a  letter  of  marque  licensed  by  the  Confederate  States,  it  would  be, 
as  I  understood  him,  piratical  on  the  part  of  such  subject.  He  said, 
furthermore,  that  no  letters  of  marque  could  be  fitted  out  in  their 
ports,  or  even  sheltered  there,  unless  they  came  in  from  necessity,  (as 
stress  of  weather,  &c.,)  and  then  could  remain,  I  think,  but  twenty-four 
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lioiirs;  that  consequently  there  conld  be  no  bringing  of  prizes  into 
French  ports,  and  while  there  a  condemnation  of  them  in  the  conrts  of 
tlie  sonthem  States.    His  conversation  on  this  part  of  the  case  was 
very  satisfactory,  and  he  promised  me  a  reference  in  writing  to  the  French 
statutes  bearing  on  the  question.  ^  He  added  that  the  French  government 
bad  addressed  certain  interrogations  to  our  government,  and  would 
A^wait  their  answer.    Thedispositionof  this  government  to  keep  on  Mendly 
relations  with  us  is,  I  think,  manifest,  and  it  will  not,  I  judge,  be  dimin- 
ished by  the  obvious  fact  that  certain  portions  of  the  public  men  and  the 
press  of  England  are  feHcitating  themselves  on  the  condition  of  things 
in  America.    The  policy  of  having  a  heavy  commercial  power  in  the  west, 
as  some  counterpoise  to  the  marine  power  of  England,  is  too  manifest 
to  escape  amind  so  sagacious  as  that  of  the  present  Emperor  of  the  French. 
I  had  taken  the  liberty  before  the  reception  of  your  last  dispatch,  dated 
4th  instant,  of  assuring  aU  persons,  official  and  otherwise,  with  whom  I 
came  in  contact,  that  the  most  eflective  measures  were  being  taken  by 
our  government  to  crush  out  this  causeless  and  wicked  rebellion,  and 
that  I  believed  such  efforts  would  be  continued  to  the  end;  that  the  fears 
(which  existed  in  some  quarters)  that  the  government  would  again  tem- 
XK>rize,  and  lose  the  advantage  which  the  present  determined  enthusiasm 
of  the  people  gave  to  it,  were  groundless.    I  find  very  strong  feelings 
existing  here  in  behalf  of  the  Union  among  the  American  citizens  from 
the  northern  States,  and  a  determination  to  support  the  government 

with  men  and  money. 

•  •••••••• 

"So  formal  notice  of  the  blockade  of  southern  ports  has  been  given  to 
the  government  here,  unless  through  the  agency  of  the  French  minister 
at  Washington.  Indeed,  I  think  I  understood  Mr.  Thouvenel  to  say  that 
they  had  received  no  such  formal  notice  at  all.  I  shall  call  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Thouvenel  to  the  original  proclamation  when  I  communicate  to 
him  (as  I  shall  at  once  do)  the  additional  proclamation  (just  received)  of 

the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Virginia  and  l^orth  Carolina. 

•  •••••••• 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTOl^r. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr*  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  10.]  Dbpaetment  of  State, 

Washingtouy  May  30, 1861. 

Sib  :  Mr.  Sanford,  who  was  requested  by  me  to  look  to  our  interests  in 
Paris  in  the  interval  which  might  elapse  between  the  withdrawal  of  Mr. 
Faulkner  and  your  own  arrivsd,  has  transmitted  to  me  (in  his  dispatch 
Ko  2)  an  account  of  a  very  interesting  conversation  which  he  has  recently 
held  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  on  our  internal  affairs. 

Lq  that  conversation  Mr.  Thouvenel  intimated  that,  in  view  of  the 
great  commercial  interests  which  are  involved  in  the  domestic  contro- 
versy which  is  now  agitating  the  United  States,  the  French  government 
had  felt  itself  constrained  to  take  measures,  in  coigunction  with  the 
government  of  Great  Britain,  to  meet  a  condition  of  things  which 
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imperiled  those  interests.  That  it  had  been  decided  that  commnnicar 
tions  of  a  similar  tenor  should  be  addressed  by  both  of  those  govern- 
ments to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  those  comma- 
nications  would  be  forwarded  in  the  current  week.  Mr.  Thouvenel  kindly 
foreshadowed  the  points  of  those  communications. 

As  those  papers  may  be  expected  to  arrive  by,  perhaps  the  next  steamer, 
I  shall  reserve  comments  upon  the  propositions  indicated  until  they 
shall  thus  be  fully  and  directly  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  President. 

There  are,  however,  some  points  in  the  conversation,  or  suggested  by 
it,  which  I  cannot  properly  suffer  to  pass  unnoticed. 

First.  I  desire  that  Mr.  Thouvenel  may  be  informed  that  this  govern- 
ment cannot  but  regard  any  communications  held  by  the  French  govern- 
ment,  even  though  unofficial,  with  the  agents  of  the  insurrectionary 
movement  in  this  country  as  exceptionable  and  ii\jurious  to  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  the  United  States.  They  protest  against  this  intercourse, 
however,  not  so  much  on  that  ground  as  on  another.  They  desire  tO' 
maintain  the  most  cordial  relations  with  the  government  of  France, 
and  would  therefore,  if  possible,  refrain  from  complaint.  But  it  is  mani- 
fest that  even  an  unofficial  reception  of  the  emmissaries  of  disunion  has  a 
certain  though  measured  tendency  to  give  them  a  prestige  which  would 
encourage  their  efforts  to  prosecute  a  ci\al  war  destructive  to  the  pros- 
perity of  this  country  and  aimed  at  the  overthrow  of  the  government 
itself.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  this  protest  may  be  sufficient  to  relieve 
this  government  from  the  necessity  of  any  action  on  the  unpleasant 
subject  to  which  it  relates. 

Secondly.  The  United  States  cannot  for  a  moment  allow  the  French 
government  to  rest  under  the  delusive  belief  that  they  will  be  content 
to  have  the  Confederate  States  recognized  as  a  belligerent  power  by 
states  with  which  this  nation  is  in  amit^.  "No  concert  of  action  among 
foreign  states  so  recognizing  the  insurgents  can  reconcile  the  United 
States  to  such  a  proceeding,  whatever  may  be  the  consequences  of  resist- 
ance. 

Thirdly.  The  President  turns  away  from  these  points  of  apprehended 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  two  governments  to  notice  other  and 

more  agreeable  subjects. 

•  •  •  •  •  •.         .•  •  «. 

« 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <0c.,  <fec.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  8.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

FariSy  May  30, 1861. 
Sib:  •  •#•#••# 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  there  is  no  disposition  manifested  here,  so  far 
as  I  have  observed,  to  favor  the  rebellion  in  our  southern  States,  or  to 
recognize  them  as  an  independent  x>ower.  All  recognition  of  rights  on 
their  part  is  for  commercial  purposes  only.  But  the  government  of 
France  cannot,  it  says,  look  at  this  rebellion  as  a  small  matter.  That, 
embracing  as  it  does  a  large  section  and  many  States,  they  cannot  apply 
to  it  the  same  reasoning  as  if  it  were  an  unimportant  matter  or  confined 
to  a  smsJl  locality. 
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Mr.  Thouvenel  says  he  has  had  no  application  finmi  soathem  eom- 
missioiiers  for  any  purpose  of  recognition^  and  he  does  not  know  even 

tliat  such  persons  are  or  have  been  in  Pans. 

•      *•  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

With  high  consideration,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  L.  DAYTO]Sr. 
Hon.  W1I4LIAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  SMe. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'So.  14.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  June  3, 1861. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  May  17,  (So.  1)  has  been  received. 

Your  speech  at  Liverpool  was  equally  prudent  and  happy.  Your 
promptness  in  passing  through  the  town  to  the  seat  of  government, 
although  to  be  regretted  in  some  respects,  is,  in  view  of  the  circumstances, 
approved. 

Every  instruction  you  have  received  flx)m  this  department  is  fall  of 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  principal  danger  in  the  present  insurrection 
which  the  President  has  apprehended  is  that  of  foreign  intervention, 
aid,  or  sympathy;  and  especially  of  such  intervention,  aid,  or  sympathy 
on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain. 

The  justice  of  tins  apprehension  has  been  vindicated  by  the  following 
&cts,  namely: 

1.  A  guarded  reserve  on  the  part  of  the  British  secretary  of  state, 
when  Mr.  Dallas  presented  to  him  our  protest  against  the  recognition  of 
tiie  insurgents,  which  seemed  to  unply  that,  m  some  conditions,  not 
explained  to  us,  such  a  recognition  might  be  made. 

2.  The  contracting  of  an  engagement  by  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  witii  that  of  France,  without  consulting  us,  to  the  effect  that 
both  governments  should  adopt  one  and  the  same  course  of  procedure  in 
regard  to  the  insurrection. 

3.  Lord  John  Russell's  announcement  to  Mr.  Dallas  that  he  was  not 
unwilling  to  receive  the  so-called  commissioners  of  the  insurgents  unofft- 
cially. 

4.  The  issue  of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  remarkable,  first,  for  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  made,  namely,  on  the  very  day  of  your 
arrival  in  London,  which  had  been  anticipated  so  far  as  to  provide  for 
your  reception  by  the  British  secretary,  but  without  affording  you  the 
mterview  promised  before  any  decisive  action  should  be  adopted ;  sec- 
ondly, the  tenor  of  the  proclamation  itself,  which  seems  to  recognize,  in  a 
vague  manner,  indeed,  but  still  does  seem  to  recognize,  the  insurgents  as 
a  belligerent  national j^ot^er. 

That  proclamation,  unmodified  and  unexplained,  would  leave  us  no 
alternative  but  to  regard  the  government  of  Great  Britain  as  questioning 
our  free  exercise  of  rH  the  rights  of  self-defense  guaranteed  to  us  by  our 
Constitution  and  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations  to  suppress  the 
insurrection 

I  should  have  proceeded  at  once  to  direct  you  to  communicate  to  the 
British  government  the  definitive  views  of  the  President  on  this  grave 
subject,  if  there  were  not  especial  reasons  for  some  little  delay. 

These  reasons  are,  first,  Mr.  Thouvenel  has  informed  our  representa- 
tive at  Paris  that  the  two  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France 

13  A  0— VOL.  I 
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were  preparing,  and  would,  without  delay,  address  communications  to 
this  government  concerning  the  attitude  to  oe  assumed  by  them  in  regard 
to  the  insurrection.    These  communications  are  hourly  expected. 

Second.  You  have  already  asked,  and,  it  is  presumed,  will  have 
obtained,  an  interview  with  the  British  secretary,  and  wiU  have  been 
able  to  present  the  general  views  of  this  government,  and  to  learn  defi- 
nitely the  purposes  of  Great  Britain  in  the  matter,  after  it  shall  have 
learned  how  unsatisfactory  the  action  of  the  British  government  hitherto 
has  been  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

The  President  is  solicitous  to  show  his  high  appreciation  of  every 
demonstration  of  consideration  for  the  United  States  which  the  British 
government  feels  itself  at  liberty  to  make.  He  instructs  me,  therefore, 
to  say  that  the  prompt  and  cordial  manner  in  which  you  were  received, 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  arising  out  of  domestic  afi^ctions  which 
had  befallen  her  Majesty  and  the  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  is 
very  gratifying  to  this  government. 

A  year  ago  the  differences  which  had  partially  estranged  the  British 
and  the  American  people  from  each  other  seemed  to  have  been  removed 
forever.  It  is  painful  to  reflect  that  that  ancient  alienation  has  risen  up 
again  under  circumstances  which  portend  great  social  evils,  if  not  disaster, 
to  both  countries. 

Referring  to  your  precedent  instructions,  and  reserving  further  direc- 
tions until  we  shall  have  your  own  report  of  the  attitude  of  tilie  British 
government  as  defined  by  itself  for  our  consideration, 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghasles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  c0e.,  i&e. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  15.]  Dbpaetmbnt  op  State, 

Washington^  June  8, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  tiie  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  May  21,  (No.  2,)  which  contains  a  report  of  the  conversation  which  you 
had  held  with  Lord  John  Bussell  on  the  18th  day  of  that  month. 

This  government  insists,  as  all  the  world  might  have  known  that  it  must 
and  would,  under  all  circumstances,  insist,  on  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
as  the  chief  element  of  national  life.  Since,  after  trials  of  every  form  oi 
forbearance  and  conciliation,  it  has  been  rendered  certain  and  apparent 
that  this  paramount  and  vital  object  can  be  saved  only  by  our  acceptance 
of  civil  war  as  an  indispensable  condition,  that  condition,  with  all  its 
hazards  and  deplorable  evils,  has  not  been  declined.  The  acceptance, 
however,  is  attended  with  a  strong  desire  and  fixed  purpose  that  the  war 
shall  be  as  short  and  accompanied  by  as  little  suffering  as  possible.  For- 
eign intervention,  aid,  or  sympathy  in  favor  of  the  insurgents,  especially 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  manifestly  could  only  protract  and  aggra- 
vate the  war.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Dallas,  under  instructions  fi*om  the 
President,  in  an  interview  conceded  to  him  by  the  British  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affiurs,  presented  our  protest  against  any  such  inter- 
vention. 

Lord  John  Bussell  answered  with  earnestness  that  there  was  not  in  the 
British  government  the  least  desire  to  grasp  at  any  advantages  which 
might  m  supposed  to  arise  from  the  unpleasant  domestic  differences  in 
the  United  States,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  would  be  highly  grati- 
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fled  if  those  differences  were  a^usted,  and  the  Union  restored  to  its 
former  unbroken  position. 

Mr.  Dallas  then^  as  he  reported  to  us,  endeavored  to  impress  npon  his 
lordship  how  important  it  must  be  that  Great  Britain  and  France  shonld 
abstain,  at  least  for  a  considerable  time,  firom  doing  what,  by  encooraging 
groundless  hopes,  (of  the  insurgents,)  would  wid6n  a  breach  still  thought 
capable  of  being  closed ;  but  lus  loidship  seemed  to  think  that  the  mat- 
ter was  not  rix>e  for  decision,  one  way  or  another,  and  remarked  that 
what  he  had  already  said  was  all  that  at  present  it  was  in  his  power  to  say. 

Upon  this  report  you  were  instructed  to  inform  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
government  that  the  President  regarded  the  reply  made  by  his  lordship 
to  Mr.  Dallas's  suggestion  as  possibly  indicating  a  policy  which  this 
government  would  be  obliged  to  deem  injurious  to  its  rights,  and  dero- 
gating fiom  its  dignity.  This  government  thought  the  reply  of  the 
secretary  unjustifiably  abrupt  and  reserved.  That  abruptness  and' 
reserve  unexplained,  left  us  under  a  seeming  necessity  of  inferring  that 
the  British  government  might  be  contemplating  a  policy  of  encourage- 
ment to  the  insurgents  which  would  widen  the  breach  here  which  we 
believed  it  possible  to  heal  if  such  encouragement  should  not  be  extended. 
A  vital  interest  obliged  the  United  States  to  seek  explanation,  or  to  act 
on  the  inference  it  thus  felt  itself  obliged  to  adopt. 

Your  dispatch  of  the  21st  of  May,  (No.  2,)  which  has  just  been  received, 
shows  how  you  have  acquitted  yourself  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  you. 
Alter  stating  our  complaint  to  his  lordship,  you  very  properly  asked  an 
elucidation  of  his  meaning  in  the  reply  to  which  exception  had  been  taken 
by  us,  and  very  rightly,  as  we  think,  asked  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  her  Majesty's  ministers  to  adopt  a  policy  which  would  have  the  effect 
to  widen,  if  not  to  make  irreparable,  a  breach  which  we  believe  yet  to  be 
entirely  manageable  by  ourselves.  His  lordship  disclaimed  any  such 
intention.  A  friendly  argument,  however,  then  arose  between  the  secre- 
tary and  yourself  concerning  what  should  be  the  form  of  the  answer  to 
us  which  his  lordship  could  properly  give,  and  which  would,  at  the  same 
time,  be  satisfactory  to  this  government.  The  questioi\  was  finally  solved 
in  the  most  generous  manner  by  the  proposition  of  his  lordship  that  he 
would  instruct  Lord  Lyons  to  give  such  a  reply  to  the  President  as  might, 
in  his  own  opinion,  be  satisfactory,  which  proposition  you  accepted. 

I  hasten  to  say,  oy  direction  of  the  President,  that  your  course  in  this 
proceeding  is  fully  approved.  This  government  has  no  disposition  to 
Uft  questions  of  even  national  pride  or  sensibility  up  to  the  level  of  diplo- 
matic controversy,  because  it  earnestly  and  ardently  desires  to  maintain 
peace,  harmony,  and  cordial  friendship  with  Great  Britain.  Lord  John 
liussePs  proposition,  by  authorizing  the  President  to  put  the  most  favor^ 
able  construction  possible  upon  the  response  which  was  deemed  excep- 
tionable, removes  the  whole  dificulty  without  waiting  for  the  intervention 
of  Lord  Lyons.  You  will  announce  this  conclusion  to  Lord  John  Bussell, 
and  inform  him  that  the  settlement  of  the  affair  in  so  friendly  a  spirit 
affords  this  government  sincere  satisfaction. 

Your  conversation  with  the  British  secretary  incidentally  brought 
into  debate  the  Queen's  late  proclamation,  (which  seems  to  us  designed 
to  raise  the  insurgents  to  the  level  of  a  bemgerent  state;)  the  language 
employed  by  her  Majesty's  ministers  in  both  houses  of  Parliament,  the 
tone  of  the  public  press,  and  of  private  opinion,  and  especially  a  speech 
of  the  lord  chancellor,  in  which  he  had  characterized  tiie  insurgents  as  a 
belligerent  state,  and  the  civil  war  which  they  are  waging  against  the 
United  States  Bsjugtum  bellum. 

The  opinions  which  you  expressed  on  these  matters,  and  their  obvious 
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tendency  to  encourage  the  insnrrection  and  to  protract  and  aggravate 
the  civil  war,  are  just,  and  meet  our  approbation.  At  the  same  time, 
it  is  the  purpose  of  this  government,  k  possible,  consistently  with  the 
national  welfare  and  honor,  to  have  no  serious  controversy  with  Great 
Britain  at  all;  and  if  this  shall  ultimately  prove  impossible,  then  to 
have  both  the  defensive  position  and  the  clear  right  on  our  side.  With 
this  view,  this  government,  as  you  are  made  aware  by  my  dispatch  No. 
10,  has  determined  to  pass  over  without  official  complaLnt  the  publications 
of  the  Briti^  press,  manifestations  of  adverse  individual  opinion  in  social 
life,  and  the  speeches  of  British  statesmen,  and  even  those  of  her  M  ajesty^s 
ministers  in  Parliament,  so  long  as  they  are  not  autlioritatively  adopted 
by  her  Majesty's  government.  We  honor  and  respect  the  fi^dom  of 
debate,  and  the  freedom  of  the  press.  We  indulge  no  apprehensions  of 
danger  to  our  rights  and  Interests  £rom  any  discussion  to  which  they 
may  be  subjected,  in  either  form,  in  any  place.  Sure  as  we  are  that  the 
transaction  now  going  on  in  our  country  involves  the  jirogress  of  civili- 
zation and  humanity,  and  equally  sure  that  our  attitude  in  it  is  right, 
and  no  less  sure  that  our  press  and  our  statesmen  are  equal  in  abUity 
and  influence  to  any  in  Europe,  we  shall  have  no  cause  to  grieve  if  Great 
Britain  shall  leave  to  us  the  defense  of  the  independence  of  nations  and 
the  rights  of  human  nature. 

My  dispatch  No.  14  presented  four  distinct  grounds  on  which  this  gov- 
ernment apprehended  a  policy  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  intervene  in  favor  of  the  insurgents,  or  to  lend  them  aid  and  sympathy  • 
Ihe  first  groaud  was  the  reserve  practiced  by  the  British  secretary  for 
foreign  a&drs  in  his  conversation  with  Mr.  Dallas,  referred  to  in  the 
earlier  part  of  this  dispatch.  I  have  already  stated  that  the  ezx^anations 
made  and  oftered  by  Lord  John  Bussell  have  altogether  removed  this 
ground  from  debate. 

The  second  was  the  contracting  of  an  engagement  by  the  government  / 
of  Great  Britain  with  that  of  France,  without  consulting  us,  to  the  effect 
that  both  governments  would  adopt  one  and  the  same  course  of  proceed- 
ing in  regard  to  the  subject  of  intervention  in  our  domestic  affairs.  You 
^^ere  informed  in*  my  dispatch  No.  10  that,  as  this  proceeding  did  not 
necessarily  imply  hostile  feelings  towards  the  United  States,  we  should 
not  formally  complain  of  it,  but  should  rest  content  with  a  resolution  to 
hold  intercourse  only  with  each  of  those  states  severally,  giving  due  notice 
to  both  that  the  ckcumstance  that  a  concert  between  the  two  powers  in 
any  proposition  each  might  offex  to  us  would  not  modify  in  the  least 
degree  the  action  of  the  United  States  upon  it. 

The  third  ground  was  Lord  John  Bussell's  announcement  to  Mr.  Dallas 
that  he  was  not  unwilling  to  receive  the  so-called  commissioners  of  the 
insurgents  unofficially.  On  this  point  you  already  have  instructions, 
to  wluch  nothing  need  now  be  added. 

The  fourth  ground  is  the  Queen's  proclamation,  exceptionable  first  for 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  issued,  and  secondly,  for  the  matter 
of  that  important  state  paper. 

My  dispatch  No.  14  apprised  you  of  our  reason  for  expecting  a  direct 
communication  on  this  subject  fi^m  her  Majesty's  government.  I  reserve 
instructions  on  this  fourth  ground,  as  I  did  in  that  dispatch,  exx>ecting  to 
discuss  it  fully  when  the  promised  direct  communication  shaU  bring  it 
authoritatively  before  this  government  in  the  form  chosen  by  the  British 
government  itsel£ 

My  silence  on  the  subject  of  the  defense  of  that  proclamation  made  by 
Lord  John  Bussell  in  his  conversation  with  you  being  grounded  on  thc^ 
motive  for  delay ,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  we  are  not  to  be  regarded 
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as  conceding  any  pomtioDS  which  his  lordship  assamed,  and  which  you  so 
ably  contested  on  the  occasion  referred  to  in  your  dispatch.  Your  argu- 
ment on  that  point  is  approved  by  the  President. 

The  British  government  having  committed  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
modifications  of  international  law  on  the  suli^t  of  the  right  of  neutrals  in 
maritime  war  to  Lord  Lyons  before  you  were  prepared  by  our  instructions 
to  present  the  subject  to  that  government,  no  objection  is  now  seen  to 
the  discussioii  of  that  matter  here.  No  communication  on  any  subject 
herein  discussed  has  yet  been  received  from  Lord  Lyons.  Dispatches 
which  you  must  have  received  before  this  time  will  have  enabled  you  to 
give  entire  satisfaction  to  his  lordship  concerning  the  blockade.  We 
claim  to  have  a  right  to  close  the  ports  which  have  been  seized  by  insur- 
rectionists, for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  attempted  revolution,  and 
no  one  could  justly  complain  if  we  had  done  so  decisively  and  peremp- 
torily. In  resorting  to  the  milder  and  very  lenient  form  of  the  blockade, 
we  have  been  governed  by  a  desire  to  avoid  imposing  hardships  unneces- 
sarily onerous  upon  foreign  as  well  as  domestic  commerce.  The  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  wa^  a  notice  of  the  intention  to  blockade,  and  it  was 
provided  that  ample  warning  should  be  given  to  vessels  approaching  and 
vessels  seeking  to  leave  the  blockaded  ports  before  capture  should  be 
allowed.  The  blockade  from  the  time  it  takes  effect  is  everywhere  ren- 
dered actual  and  effective. 

Your  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  late  tariff  law  were  judicious.  The 
subject  of  revenue  policy  in  the  altered  condition  of  affairs  is  not  unMkely 
to  receive  the  attention  of  Gohgress. 

We  are  gratified  by  the  in^rmation  you  have  given  us  of  the  friendly 
spirit  which  has  thus  fiir  marked  the  deportment  and  conversation  of  the 
British  government  in  your  official  intercourse  with  it. 
I  am,  sir,  respctftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£ro.,  c&c,  dc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  16.]  Department  op  State, 

Wa^ihington^  June  8, 1861. 

Sir:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  of  this  date  addressed  to  Lord  Lyons, 
which  win  dispel  any  uncertainty  which  the  British  government  may 
entertain  in  regard  to  our  recognition  of  a  rule  of  international  law 
which  they  may  deem  important. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv'-ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.^  &e.^  &e. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washinfftony  June  8,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yo«r  note 
of  the  5th  instant,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  relative  to  a  claim 
in  the  case  of  the  cargo  of  the  bark  Winifred,  a  part  of  which  is  rei>re- 
s^Qted  to  belong  to  British  subjects. 
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In  reply,  I  regret  that  at  this  juncture  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  inter- 
fere  in  the  case,  as  it  is  understood  that  the  usual  proceedings  in  the 
prize  court  at  "New  York  have  been  set  on  foot  against  the  vessel  and 
her  cargo. 

If,  however,  that  court  shall  be  satisfied  of  the  ownership  by  British 
subjects  of  the  part  of  the  cargo  claimed,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
restitution  will  be  decreed,  as  this  government  recognizes  the  right  of 
the  property  of  a  friendly  nation  in  the  vessels  of  an  insurgent  to  be 
exempted  from  condemnation. 

The  papers  which  accompanied  your  note  are  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  lordship's 
most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Honorable  Lord  Lyons,  cfe;.,  <£c.,  dko. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.!  ' 

Ko.  8.  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londafhy  June  14, 1S61. 
Sm:  •••♦•••• 
The  intelligence  of  the  feeling  expressed  in  America  upon  the  recep- 
tion of  the  Queen's  proclamation  was  MIy  expected  by  me,  so  that  it 
excited  no  surprise,  and  much  of  the  course  of  argument  in  your  dis- 
patch will  be  found  to  have  been  already  adopt<^  in  my  conference 
with  Lord  John  Bussell,  an  accouiat  of  which  is  before  this  time  in  your 

hands. 

•  •••••••• 

I  applied  for  an  interview  with  Lord  John  Bussell,  and  he  appointed 

one  for  ten  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  the  12th,  at  his  own  house. 

•  •  ••  •  •  •  •  • 

I  next  approached  the  most  delicate  portion  of  my  task.  I  descanted 
upon  the  irritation  produced  in  America  by  the  Queen's  proclamation, 
upon  the  construction  almost  universaUy  given  to  it,  as  designed  to  aia 
the  insurgents  by  raising  them  to  the  rank  of  a  belligerent  state,  and 
upon  the  very  decided  tone  taken  by  the  President  in  my  dispatches  in 
case  any  such  design  was  really  entertained.  I  added  that  from  my  own 
observation  of  what  had  since  occurred  here,  I  had  not  been  able  to  con- 
vince myself  of  the  existence  of  such  a  design.  But  it  was  not  to  be 
disguised  that  the  fact  of  the  continued  stay  of  the  pseudo  commissioners 
in  this  city,  and  still  more  the  knowledge  that  they  had  been  admitted 
to  more  or  less  interviews  with  his  lordship,  was  calculated  to  excite 
uneasiness.  Indeed,  it  had  already  given  great  dissatisfaction  to  my 
government.  I  added,  as  moderately  as  I  could,  that  in  all  frankness 
any  further  protraction  of  this  relation  could  scarcely  fail  to  be  viewed 
by  us  as  hostile  in  spirit,  and  to  require  some  corresponding  action 
accordingly. 

His  lordship  then  reviewed  the  course  of  Great  Britain.  He  explained 
the  mode  in  which  they  had  consulted  with  France,  prior  to  any  action 
at  all,  as  to  the  reception  of  the  deputation  from  the  so-called  Confederate 
States.  It  had  been  the  custom  both  in  France  and  here  to  receive  such 
persons  unofficially  for  a  long  time  back.  Poles,  Hungarians,  Italians, 
&c.,  &c.,  had  been  allowed  interviews,  to  hear  what  they  had  to  say.   But 
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tliis  did  not  imply  recognition  in  their  case  any  more  than  in  ours.  He 
added  that  he  had  seen  the  gentlemen  once  some  time  ago^  and  once 
more  a  short  time  since;  and  he  had  no  expectation  of  seeing  them  any 

more. 

•  •••••••• 

I  shall  continue  my  relations  here  until  I  discover  some  action  appar- 
ently in  conflict  with  it,  or  receive  specific  orders  from  the  department 
dictating  an  opposite  course. 

I  ventured  to  repeat  my  regret 'that  the  proclamation  had  been  so 
liastily  issued,  and  adverted  to  the  fact  that  it  seemed  contrary  to  the 
agreement  said  to  have  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Dallas  and  concurred  in 
by  his  lordship,  to  postpone  all  action  until  I  should  arrive,  possessed 
mnith  all  the  views  of  the  new  administration.  But  still,  though  I  felt 
that  much  mischief  had  ensued  in  the  creation  of  prejudices  in  the 
United  States,  not  now  easy  to  be  eradicated,  I  was  not  myself  disposed 
in  any  part  of  my  conduct  to  aggravate  the  evil.  My  views  had  been 
much  modified  by  opportunities  of  more  extended  conversation  with 
persons  of  weight  in  Great  Britain,  by  the  improved  tone  of  the  press, 
by  subsequent  explanations  in  Parliament,  by  the  prohibition  of  all 
attempts  to  introduce  prizes  into  British  ports,  and,  lastly,  by  the  unequiv- 
ocal expression  of  sentiment  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Gregory  when  the  time 
came  for  him  to  press  his  motion  of  recognition.  I  trusted  that  nothing 
new  might  occur  to  change  the  current  again,  for  nothing  waa  so  unfor- 
tunate as  the  effect  of  a  recurrence  of  reciprocal  irritations,  however 
trifiing,  between  countries,  in  breaking  up  the  good  understanding  which 
it  was  always  desirable  to  preserve. 

His  lordship  agreed  to  this,  but  remarked  that  he  could  not  but  think 
the  complaint  of  the  proclamation,  though  natural  enough  perhaps  at  this 
moment,  was  reaJly  ill  founded.  He  went  over  the  ground  once  more 
which  he  occupied  in  the  former  interview — ^the  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing to  relieve  the  officers  of  thiir  ships  from  the  responsibility  of  treating 
these  persons  as  pirates  if  they  met  them  on  the  seas.  For  his  part,  he 
could  not  believe  the  United  States  would  persevere  in  the  idea  of 
hanging  tliem,  for  it  was  not  in  consonance  with  their  well-known  char- 
acter. But  what  would  be  their  own  situation  if  they  should  be  found 
practicing  upon  a  luu^her  system  than  the  Americans  themselves. 

Here  was  a  very  large  territory — a  number  of  States — and  people 
counted  by  millions,  who  were  in  a  state  of  actual  war.  The  fact  was 
undeniable  and  the  embarrassment  unavoidable.  Under  such  circum- 
stances the  law  officers  of  the  Grown  advised  the  policy  which  had  been 
adopted.  It  was  designed  only  as  a  preventive  to  immediate  evils. 
The  United  States  should  not  have  thought  hard  of  it.  They  meant  to 
be  entirely  neutral. 

I  replied  that  we  asked  no  more  than  that.  We  desired  no  assistance. 
Our  objection  to  this  act  was  that  it  was  practically  not  an  act  of  neutrality. 
It  had  depressed  the  spirits  of  the  friends  of  the  government.  It  had 
raised  the  courage  of  the  insurgents.  We  construed  it  as  adverse,  because 
we  could  not  see  the  necessity  of  such  immediate  haste.  These  people 
were  not  a  navigating  people.  They  had  not  a  ship  on  the  ocean.  They 
had  made  no  prizes,  so  far  as  I  knew,  excepting  such  as  they  had  caught 
by  surprises.  Even  now,  I  could  not  learn  that  they  had  fitted  out  any- 
thing more  than  a  few  old  steamboats,  utterly  unable  to  make  any  cruise 
on  the  ocean,  and  scarcely  strong  enough  to  bear  a  cannon  of  any  caliber. 
But  it  was  useless  to  go  over  this  any  more.  Thei  thing  was  now  done. 
All  that  we  could  hope  was  that  the  later  explanations  would  counteract 
the  worst  effects  that  we  had  reason  to  apprehend  from  it;  and,  at  any 
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rate,  there  was  one  compensation — ^the  act  had  released  the  government 
of  the  United  States  from  responsibility  for  any  misdeeds  of  the  rebels 
toward  Great  Britain.  If  any  of  their  people  should  capture  or  maltreat 
a  British  vessel  on  the  ocean,  the  reclamation  must  be  made  only  upon 
those  who  had  authorized  the  wrong.    The  United  States  would  not  be 

liable. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

Uo.  19.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^Mngton^  June  17, 1861. 

Sir  :  Every  instruction  which  this  government  has  given  to  its  repre- 
sentatives  abroad,  since  the  recent  change  of  administration  took  place, 
has  expressed  our  profound  anxiety  lest  the  disloyal  citizens  who  are 
engaged  in  an  attempt  to  overthrow  the  Union  should  obtain  aid  and 
assistance  &om  foreign  nations,  either  in  the  form  of  a  recognition  of  their 
pretended  sovereignty,  or  in  some  other  and  more  qualified  or  guarded 
manner.  Every  instruction  haa  expressed  our  full  belief  that,  without 
such  aid  or  assistance,  the  insurrection  would  speedily  come  to  an  end, 
while  any  advantage  that  it  could  derive  from  such  aid  or  assistance 
could  serve  no  other  purpose  than  to  protract  the  existing  struggle  and 
aggravate  the  evils  it  is  inflicting  on  our  own  country  and  on  foreign  and 
Meudly  nations.  Every  instruction  bears  evidence  of  an  earnest  solici- 
tude to  avoid  even  an  appearance  of  men^tce  or  of  want  of  comity  towards 
foreign  powers:  but  at  tike  same  time  it  has  emphatically  announced,  as 
is  now  seen  to  have  been  necessary,  our  purpose  not  to  allow  any  one  of 
them  to  expect  to  remain  in  friendship  with  us  if  it  shodld,  with  what- 
ever motive,  practically  render  such  aid  or  assistance  to  the  insurgents. 
We  have  intended  not  to  leave  it  doubtful  that  a  concession  of  sovereignty 
to  the  insurgents,  though  it  should  be  indirect  or  unofficial,  or  though  it 
should  be  qualified  so  as  to  concede  only  belligerent  or  other  partial  rights, 
would  be  regarded  as  inconsistent  with  the  relations  due  to  us  by  friendly 
nations.  Kor  has  it  been  left)  at  all  uncertain  that  we  shall,  in  every 
event,  insist  that  these  United  States  must  be  considered  and  dealt  with 
now,  as  heretofore,  by  such  nations  as  exclusively  sovereign  for  all  pur- 
poses whatsoever  witiiin  the  territories  over  which  the  Constitution  has 
been  extended.  On  the  other  hand  we  have  not,  at  any  time,  been 
unmindfiQ  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  might  excite  apiH^ehen- 
sions  on  the  part  of  commercial  nations  for  the  saiety  of  their  subjects 
and  their  property  in  the  conflicts  which  might  oceor  upon  sea  as  wdl  as 
on  land  between  the  forces  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  the 
insurgents^ 

The  United  States  have  never  disclaimed  the  employment  of  letters  of 
marque  as  a  means  of  maritime  war.  The  insurgents  early  announced 
their  intention  to  ccmunission  privateers.  We  knew  that  Mendly  nations 
would  be  anxicms  for  guarantees  of  safety  from  injury  by  that  form  of 
depredation  upon  the  national  commerce.  We  knew  also  that  such 
nations  would  desire  to  be  informed  whether  their  flags  should  be  regarded 
as  protecting  goods,  not  contraband  of  war,  of  diSoyal  citizens,  found 
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imcler  them,  and  wiiether  the  goods,  not  eontrabaad,  of  subjects  of  sneh 
XE^tions  wonld  be  safe  fpom  confiscation  when  found  in  vessels  of  disloyal 
eitizens  of  the  United  States.    This  administration,  free  from  some  of  the 
complications  of  those  which  had  preceded  it,  promptly  took  up  the 
negotiations  relating  to  the  declaration  of  the  congress  of  Paris,  just  at 
-tlie  point  where  they  had  been  suspended  by  President  Buchanan.    We 
found  it  just  and  humane  in  itself  so  far  as  it  goes,  and  that  it  bad  only 
failed  to  be  accepted  by  the  United  States  b^ause  foreign  nations  had 
refused  to  accept  an  additional  principle  proposed  by  this  government, 
yet  more  just  and  humane  than  any  which  it  does  contain,  namely,  that 
tihe  prox>erty  of  private  citizens,  not  contraband,  should  be  exempted  from 
confiscation  in  maritime  war.    While  still  wiUing  and  desirous  to  have 
that  further  principle  incor^rated  in  the  law  of  nations,  we  nevertheless 
instructed  you,  and  all  our  other  representatives  in  foreign  countries,  to 
waive  it,  if  necessary,  and  to  stipulate,  subject  to  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  our  adhesion  to  the  declaration  of  the  con- 
gress of  Paris  as  a  whole  and  unmodified.    This  was  done  so  early  as  the 
24th  day  of  April  last,  long  before  the  date  of  the  instruction  which  Mr. 
Merder  proposed  to  submit  to  us.    We  have  ever  since  that  time  been 
waiting  for  the  responses  of  foreign  powers  to  this  high  and  liberal  demon- 
stration OB  our  part.    We  have,  however,  received  no  decisive  answers 
on  the  subject  from  those  x)owers. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June, 
instant,  the  minteter  from  France  and  the  minister  from  Great  Britain, 
having  previously  requested  an  interview,  were  received  by  me.  Each 
of  them  announced  that  he  was  charged  by  his  government  to  read  a  dis- 
patch to  me  and  to  give  me  a  copy  if  I  should  desire  it. 

I  answered  that,  owing  to  the  x>eculiar  circumstances  of  the  times,  I 
could  not  consent  to  an  of&cial  reading  or  delivery  of  these  papers  with- 
out first  knowing  their  characters  and  objects.  They  confidentially  and 
with  entire  frankness  put  the  dispatches  into  my  hands  for  an  informal 
preliminary  examination.  Having  thus  become  possessed  of  their  char- 
act  t^rs,  I  repUed  to  those  ministers  that  I  could  not  allow  them  to  be 
ofii(*ially  communicated  to  this  government*  They  will  doubtless  mention 
this  answer  to  their  respective  states. 

I  give  you  now  the  reasons  of  this  government  for  pursuing  this  course 
in  regard  to  the  dispatch  from  France,  that  yon  may  communicate  them 
to  the  French  govemm^it,  if  you  shall  find  it  necessary  or  exx>edient. 

Some  time  ago  we  learned  through  our  legation  at  St.  Petersburg  that 
an  understandmg  had  been  effected  between  the  two  governments  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  that  they  should  take  one  and  the  same  course 
on  the  subject  of  the  political  disturbances  in  this  country,  including  the 
possible  recognition  of  the  insurgents.  At  a  later  period  tliis  under- 
standing was  distinctly  avowed  by  Mr.  Thonvenel  to  Mr.  Sanford,  who 
had  been  informally  introduced  by  me  to  the  French  minister  for  foreign 
affah^,  and  by  Lord  John  Bussell  to  Mr.  Dallas,  our  late  minister  in 
London.  The  avowal  in  each  case  preceded  the  arrival  oi  our  newly 
appointed  ministers  in  Europe,  with  their  instructions  for  the  discharge 
of  their  respective  missions. 

On  receiving  their  avowals  I  immediately  instructed  yourself  and  Mr. 
Adams  ^Hhat  although  we  might  have  expected  a  different  course  on  the« 
part  of  these  two  great  powers,  yet,  as  the  fact  that  an  understanding 
ocisted  between  tll^  did  not  ^rtainly  imply  an  unfriendly  spirit,  wl 
should  not  complain  of  it,  but  that  it  must  be  understood  by  the  French 
and  British  governments  that  we  shall  deal  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  in 
this  case,  as  in  all  others,  with  each  power  separately,  and  that  the 
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agreement  for  concerted  action  between  them  wonld  not  at  all  inflnenoe 
the  coarse  we  should  pursue."  The  concert  thus  avowed  has  been  car- 
ried out.  The  ministers  came  to  me  together^  the  instructions  they  pro- 
posed to  me  differ  in  form^  but  are  counterparts  in  effect. 

Adhering  to  our  previous  decision^  which  before  this  time  has  doubt- 
lessly been  made  known  to  the  government  of  France,  we  do  not  make 
this  concert,  under  the  circumstances,  a  reason  for  declining  to  hear  the 
instruction  with  which  Mr.  Mercier  is  charged. 

That  paper  does  not  expressly  deny  the  sovereignty  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  but  it  does  assume,  inconsistently  with  that  sovereignty, 
that  the  United  States  are  not  altogether  andfor  aJl purposes  one  sovereign 
power^  but  that  this  nation  consists  of  two  parties,  of  which  this  govern- 
ment IS  one.  France  proposes  to  take  cognizance  of  both  parties  as  bel- 
ligerents, and  for  some  purposes  to  hold  communication  with  each.  The 
instruction  would  advise  us  indeed  that  we  must  not  be  surprised  if  France 
shall  address  herself  to  a  government  which  she  says  is  to  be  installed  at 
Montgomery,  for  certain  explanations.  This  intimation  is  conclusive  in 
determining  this  government  not  to  aUow  the  instruction  to  be  read  to  it. 

The  United  States,  rightly  jealous,  as  we  think,  of  their  sovereignty, 
cannot  suffer  themselves  to  debate  any  abridgment  of  that  sovereignty 
with  France  or  with  any  other  nation.  Much  less  can  it  consent  that 
France  shall  announce  to  it  a  conclusion  of  her  own  against  that  sove- 
reignty, which  conclusion  France  has  adopted  without  any  previous 
conference  with  the  United  States  on  the  subject.  This  government 
insists  that  the  United  States  are  one  whole  undivided  nation,  especially 
so  far  as  foreign  nations  are  concerned,  and  that  France  is,  by  the  law  of 
nations  and  by  treaties,  not  a  neutral  power  between  two  imaginary  pai  ties 
here,  but  a  friend  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  spirit  of  this  understanding  of  the  case,  we  are  not  only  not 
wishing  to  seek  or  to  give  offense  to  France,  but,  on  the  contrary,  we 
desire  to  preserve  peace  and  friendship  with  that  great  power,  as  with 
all  other  nations.  We  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  thiiik,  and  do  not  think, 
that  France  intended  any  want  of  consideration  towards  the  United 
States  in.  directing  that  the  instruction  in  question  should  be  read  to  us. 
Outside  of  that  paper  we  have  abundant  evidence  of  the  good  feeling 
and  good  wishes  of  the  Emperor,  and  even  his  anxious  solicitude  for  the 
same  consummation  which  is  the  supreme  object  of  our  own  desires  and 
labors,  namely,  the  preservation  of  the  American  Union  in  its  full  and 
absolute  integrity. 

Doubtlessly  the  proceeding  has  been  the  result  of  inadvertence.  We 
feel  ourselves  at  liberty  to  think  that  it  would  not  have  occurred  if  we  had 
been  so  fortunate  as  to'have  been  heard  through  you  in  the  consultations  of 
the  French  government.  We  think  we  can  easily  see  how  the  inadver- 
tence has  occurred.  France  seems  to  have  mistaken  a  mere  casual  and 
ephemeral  insurrection  here,  such  as  is  incidental  in  the  experience  of  all 
nations,  because  all  nations  are  merely  human  societies,  such  as  have 
sometimes  happened  in  the  history  of  France  herself,  for  a  war  wliicli 
has  flagrantly  separated  this  nation  into  two  co-existing  political  powers 
which  are  contending  in  arms  against  each  other  after  the  separation. 

It  is  erroneous,  so  far  as  foreign  nations  are  concerned,  to  suppose  that 
any  war  exists  in  the  United  States.  Certainly  there  cannot  be  two  bellig- 
erent powers  where  there  is  no  war.  There  is  here,  as  there  has  always 
been,  one  political  power,  namely,  the  United  States  of  America,  compe- 
tent to  make  war  and  peace,  and  conduct  commerce  and  alliances  with 
all  foreign  nations.  There  is  none  other,  either  in  fact  or  recognized  by 
foreign  nations.    There  is,  indeed,  an  armed  sedition  seeking  to  over- 
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throw  the  govemmenty  and  the  govennDent  is  employing  military  and 
naval  forces  to  repress  it.  But  these  facts  do  not  constitute  a  war 
presenting  two  belligerent  powers,  and  modifying  the  national  character, 
rights,  and  responsibilities,  or  the  characters,  rights,  and  responsibilities 
of  foreign  nations.  It  is  true  that  insurrection  may  ripen  into  revolu- 
tion, and  that  revolution  thus  ripened  may  extinguish  a  previously 
existing  state,  or  divide  it  into  one  or  more  independent  states,  and  that 
if  such  btates  continue  their  strife  after  such  division,  then  there  exists 
a  state  of  war  aitecting  the  characters,  rights,  and  duties  of  all  the  par- 
ties concerned.  But  this  only  hapi)ens  when  the  revolution  has  thus  run 
its  successf al  course.  n 

The  French  government  says,  in  the  instruction  which  has  been  tendered 
to  OS,  that  certain  facts  which  it  assumes  confer  upon  the  insurgents  of 
this  country,  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  powers,  all  the  appearances  of  a  gov- 
ernment de  faeto,  wherefore,  whatever  may  be  its  regrets,  the  French 
government  mast  consider  the  two  contending  parties'as  employing  the 
forces  at  their  disposal  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  war. 

This  statement  assumes  not  only  that  the  law  of  nations  entitles  any 
insurrectionary  faction,  when  it  establishes  a  defaeto  govemmeut,  to  be 
treated  as  belligerent,  but  also  that  the  fact  of  the  attainment  of  this 
status  is  to  be  determined  by  the  appearance  of  it  in  the  eyes  of  foreign 
nations.  If  we  should  concede  both  of  these  positions,  we  should  still 
insist  that  the  existence  of  a  defaeto  government,  entitled  to  belligerent 
rights,  is  not  established  in  the  present  case.  We  have  already  heard 
from  most  of  the  foreign  nations.  There  are  only  two  which  seem  so  to 
construe  appearances,  and  France  is  one  of  them.  Are  the  judgments 
of  these  two  to  outweigh  those  of  all  other  nations!  Doubtless  each 
nation  may  judge  and  act  for  itself,  but  it  certainly  cannot  expect  the 
United  States  to  accept  its  decision  upon  a  question  vital  to  their 
national  existence.  The  United  States  will  not  refine  irpon  the  question 
when  and  how  new  nations  are  born  out  of  existing  nations.  They  are 
well  aw^are  that  the  rights  of  the  States  involve  their  duties  and  their 
destinies,  and  they  hold  those  rights  to  be  absolute  as  against  all  foreign 
nations.  These  rights  do  not  at  all  depend  on  the  appearances  which 
their  condition  may  assume  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  nations,  whether 
strangers,  neutrals,  friends,  or  even  allies.  The  United  States  will  main- 
tain and  defend  their  sovereignty  throughout  the  bounds  of  the  republic, 
and  they  deem  all  other  nations  bound  to  respect  that  sovereignty  nntil, 
if  ever.  Providence  shall  consent  that  it  shall  be  successfully  overthrown. 
Any  system  of  public  law  or  national  morality  that  conflicts  with  this 
would  resolve  society,  first  in  this  hemisphere  and  then  in  the  other,  into 
anarchy  and  chaos. 

Tlus  government  is  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  step  it  takes  in 
declining  to  hear  the  communication  the  tender  of  which  has  drawn  out 
these  explanations.  It  believes,  however,  that  it  need  not  disturb  the 
good  relations  which  have  so  long  and  so  happily  subsisted  between  the 
United  States  and  France. 

The  paper,  as  understood,  while  implying  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
France  to  accord  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents,  does  not  name, 
specify,  or  even  indicate  one  such  belligerent  right.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  rights  which  it  asserts  that  France  expects,  as  a  neutral,  from  the 
United  States,  as  a  belligerent,  are  even  less  than  this  government,  on 
tiie  24th  of  April,  instructed  you  to  concede  and  guarantee  to  her  by 
treaty,  as  a  friend.  On  that  day  we  offered  to  her  our  adhesion  to  the 
decimation  of  Paris,  which  contains  four  propositions,  namely:  1st.  That 
privateeiing  shall  be  abolished.    2d.  That  a  neutral  flag  covers  enemy*s 
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goods  not  contraband  of  war.  3d.  That  goods  of  a  neutral,  not  contra- 
band, shaU  not  be  confiscated  though  found  in  an  enemy's  yessel.  4th* 
That  blockades,  in  order  to  be  lawM,  must  be  maintained  by  competent 
force.  We  have  always,  when  at  war,  conceded  the  three  last  of  these 
rights  to  neutrals,  afortiorij  we  could  not  when  at  peace  deny  them  to 
friendly  nations.  Thefirst-named  concession  was  prox>o8edon  the  grounds 
already  mentioned.  We  are  still  ready  to  guarantee  these  rights,  by 
convention  with  France,  whenever  she  shall  authorize  either  you  or  her 
minister  here  to  enter  into  convention.  There  is  no  reservation  or  diffi- 
culty about  their  application  in  the  present  case.  We  hold  all  l^e 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  loyal  or  disloyal,  alike  included  by  the 
law  of  nations  and  treaties;  and  we  hold  ourselves  bound  by  the  same 
obligations  to  see,  so  far  as  may  be  in  our  i>ower,  that  all  our  citizens, 
whether  maintaining  this  government  or  engaged  in  overthrowing  it, 
respect  those  rights  in  favor  of  France  and  of  every  other  finendly  nation. 
In  any  case,  not  only  shall  we  allow  no  j^vateer  or  natiopal  vessel  to 
violate  the  rights  of  friendly  nations  as  I  have  thus  described  them, 
but  we  shall  also  employ  all  our  naval  force  to  prevent  the  insurgents  from 
violating  them  just  as  much  as  we  do  to  prevent  tiiem  from  violating  the 
laws  of  our  own  country. 

What,  then,  does  France  claim  of  ns  that  we  do  not  accord  to  herf 
Nothing.  What  do  we  refuse  to  France  by  declining  to  receive  the 
conmiunication  sent  to  ns  through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Mercier?  Nothing 
but  the  privilege  of  telling  ns  that  we  are  at  war,  when  we  maintain  we 
are  at  i>eace,  and  that  she  is  a  neutral,  when  we  prefer  to  recognize  her 
a«  a  friend. 

Of  course,  it  is  nnderstood  that  on  this  occasion  we  reserve,  as  on  all 
others,  our  right  to  suppress  the  insurrection  by  naval  as  well  as  by 
military  power,  and  for  that  'pm*iK>se  to  close  such  of  our  x>orts  as  have 
fallen  or  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  either  directly  or  in 
the  more  lenient  and  equitable  form  of  a  blockade,  which  for  the  present 
we  have  adopted.  It  is  thus  seen  tiiat  there  is  no  practical  subject  of 
difference  between  the  two  governments.  The  United  States  will  hope 
that  France  will  not  think  it  necessary  to  adhere  to  and  practice  npon 
the  speculation  concerning  the  condition  of  our  internal  affairs  which 
she  has  proposed  to  communicate  to  ns.  Bnt  however  this  may  be,  the 
United  States  will  not  anticipate  any  occasion  for  a  change  of  the  relations 
which,  with  scarcely  any  interruption,  have  existed  between  the  two  nations 
for  three-quarters  of  a  century,  and  have  been  very  instrumental  in  pro- 
moting, not  merely  the  prosperity  and  greatness  of  each  state,  but  the 
cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  and  free  institutions  throughout  the 
world. 

This  government  understands  equally  the  interest  of  friendly  nations 
and  its  own  in  the  present  emergency.  If  they  shall  not  interfere,  the 
attempt  at  revolution  here  will  cease  without  inflicting  serious  evils  upon 
foreign  nations.  All  that  they  can  do  by  any  interference,  with  a  view 
to  modify  our  action,  will  only  serve  to  prolong  the  present  unpleasant 
condition  of  things,  and  possibly  to  produce  results  that  would  be  as 
universally  calamitous  as  they  would  be  irretrievable. 

The  case,  as  it  now  stands,  is  the  simple,  ordinary  one  that  has  hap- 
pened at  all  times  and  in  all  coimtries.  A  discontented  domestic  faction 
seeks  foreign  intervention  to  overthrow  the  Constitution  and  the  liberties 
of  its  own  country.  Such  intervention,  if  yielded,  is  ultimately  disas- 
trous to  the  cause  it  is  designed  to  aid.  Every  uncormpted  nation,  in 
its  deliberate  moments,  prefers  its  own  integrity,  even  with  unbearable 
evils,  to  division  through  the  power  or  influence  of  any  foreign  state. 
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Tkm  is  80  in  France.    It  is  not  less  so  in  this  oonntry.    Down  deep  in 
tbe  hearts  of  the  American  people— deeper  than  the  love  of  trade,  or  of 
freedom-— deeper  than  the  attachment  to  any  local  or  sectional  interest, 
or  pwiazan  pride  or  individual  ambition--deeper  than  any  other  senti- 
ment— is  that  one  out  of  which  the  Constitution  of  this  Union  arose, 
namely,  American  independence — ^independence  of  all  foreign  control, 
sfcUiance,  or  iufiueDce.    ISText  above  it  lies  the  conviction  that  neither 
peace,  nor  safety,  nor  public  liberty,  nor  prosperity,  nor  greatness,  nor 
empire,  can  be  attained  here  with  the  sacriiice  of  the  unity  of  the  people 
of  ]^orth  America.    Those  who,  in  a  frenzy  of  passion,  are  building 
expectations  on  other  principles  do  not  know  what  they  are  doing.    When- 
ever one  part  of  this  Union  shall  be  found  assuming  bonds  of  independence 
or  of  fraternity  towajxis  any  foreign  people,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  sym* 
pathies  of  their  native  land,  then,  even  if  not  before,  that  spirit  will  be 
reawakened  which  brought  the  States  of  this  republic  into  existence, 
and  which  will  preserve  them  united  until  the  common  destiny  which  it 
opened  to  them  shall  be  fully  and  completely  realized. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <fec.,  <fec.,  460. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Mo.  21.]  Dbpabtment  op  State, 

Waskmgtony  June  19, 1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  15th  day  of  June  instant.  Lord  Lyons,  the  British  minister, 
and  Mr.  Mercier,  the  Frendi  minister,  residing  ha:e,  had  an  appointed 
interview  with  me.  Each  of  those  representatives  proposed  to  read  to 
me  an  instruction  which  he  had  received  from  his  government,  and  to 
dehvermeaeopyif  I  should  desire  it.  I  answered,  that  in  the  present  state 
of  the  correspondence  between  their  respective  governments  and  that  of 
the  United  States,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  know  the  characters  and  effects 
of  the  instructions^  respectively,  before  I  could  consent  that  they  should  be 
officially  communicated  to  this  department.  The  ministers  thereupon, 
conlftdentially,  and  very  frankly  submitted  the  papers  to  me  for  prelimi- 
nary inspection.  After  having  examined  them  so  far  as  to  understand 
their  purport,  I  declined  to  hear  them  read,  or  to  receive  official  notice 
Off  them. 

I  proceed  now  to  give  you  our  reasons  for  this  course,  that  you  may, 
if  you  find  it  necessary  or  expedient,  communicate  them  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Oreat  Britain. 

When  we  received  official  information  that  an  understanding  was  exist- 
ing between  the  British  and  French  governments  that  they  would  take 
one  and  the  same  course  concerning  the  insurrection  which  hais  occurred 
in  this  country,  involving  the  question  of  recognizing  the  independence 
of  a  revolutionary  organisation,  we  instructed  you  to  inform  the  British 
government  that  we  had  expected  fh>m  both  of  those  powers  a  different 
coarse  of  proceeding.  We  added,  however,  that  insomuch  as  the  proposed 
concert  of  action  between  tiiem  did  not  necessarily  imply  any  unfriend- 
liness of  purpose  or  of  disqposition,  we  should  not  complain  of  it,  but 
that  we  should  insist  in  t^is  case,  as  in  aU  others,  on  dealing  with  each 
of  tiiose  powers  alone,  and  that  their  agreement  to  act  together  would 
not  at  all  affect  the  comlse  which  we  should  pursue.    Adhering  to  this 
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decision,  we  have  not  made- the  concert  of  the  two  powers  a  ground  of 
objection  to  the  reading  of  the  instruction  with  which  Lord  Lyons  was 
charged. 

That  paper  pnrports  to  contain  a  decision  at  which  the  British  goyem- 
ment  has  arriyed,  to  the  effect  that  this  country  is  divided  into  two 
belligerent  parties,  of  which  this  goyemment  represents  one,  and  tiiat 
Great  Britain  assumes  the  attitude  of  a  neutral  between  them. 

This  government  could  not,  consistency  with  a  just  regard  for  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  permit  itself  to  debate  these  novel  and 
extraordinary  positions  with  the  government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty; 
much  less  can  we  consent  that  that  government  shall  announce  to  us  a 
decision  derogating  from  that  sovereignty,  at  which  it  has  arrived  with- 
out previously  conferring  with  us  upon  the  question.  The  United  States 
are  stiU  solely  and  exclusively  sovereign  within  the  territories  they  have 
lawfully  acquired  and  long  posessed,  as  they  have  always  been.  They 
are  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  as,  with  unimportant  exceptions,  they 
have  always  been.  They  are  living  under  the  obligations  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  of  treaties  with  Great  Britain,  just  the  same  now  as  here- 
tofore: they  are,  of  course,  the  friend  of  Great  Britain,  and  they  insist 
that  Great  Britain  shall  remain  their  friend  now  just  as  she  has  hitherto 
been.  Great  Britain,  by  virtue  of  these  relations,  is  a  stranger  to  parties 
and  sections  in  this  country,  whether  they  are  loyal  to  the  United  States 
or  not,  and  Great  Britain  can  neither  rightfully  qualify  the  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States,  nor  concede,  nor  recognize  any  rights,  or  interests, 
or  power  of  any  party,  state,  or  section,  in  contravention  to  the 
unbroken  sovereignty  of  the  federal  Union.  What  is  now  seen  in  this 
country  is  the  occurrence,  by  no  means  peculiar,  but  frequent  in  all 
'  countries,  more  fr^uent  even  in  Great  Britain  than  here,  of  an  armed 
insurrection  engaged  in  attempting  to  overthrow  the  regularly  consti- 
tuted and  established  government.  Hiere  is,  of  course,  the  employment 
of  force  by  the  government  to  suppress  the  insurrection,  as  every  other 
government  necessarily  employs  force  in  such  cases.  But  these  incidents 
by  no  means  constitute  a  state  of  war  impairing  the  sovereignty  of  the 
government,  creating  belligerent  sections,  and  entitling  foreign  states  to 
intervene  or  to  act  as  neutrals  between  them,  or  in  any  other  way  to  cast 
off  their  lawful  obligations  to  the  nation  thus  for  the  moment  disturbed. 
Any  other  principle  than  this  would  be  to  resolve  government  every- 
where into  a  thing  of  accident  and  caprice,  and  ultimately  all  human 
society  into  a  state  of  perpetual  war. 

We  do  not  go  into  any  argument  of  fact  or  of  law  in  support  of  the  posi- 
tions we  have  thus  assumed.  They  are  simply  the  suggestions  of  the 
instinct  of  self-defense,  the  primary  law  of  human  action,  not  more  the  law 
of  individual  than  of  national  life. 

This  government  is  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  step  it  takes  in 
decliningtoreceivethecommunication  in  question.  It  hopes  and  believes, 
however,  that  it  need  not  disturb  the  good  relations  which  have  hitherto 
subsisted  between  the  two  countries  which,  more  than  any  other  nations, 
have  need  to  live  together  in  harmony  and  friendship. 

We  believe  that  Great  Britain  has  acted  inadvertently,  and  imder  £he 
influence  of  apprehensions  of  danger  to  her  commerce,  which  either  are 
exskggerated  or  call  for  fidelity  on  her  part  to  her  habitual  relations  to  the 
United  States,  instead  of  a  hasty  attempt  to  change  those  relations. 

Certainly  this  government  has  exerted  itself  to  the  utmost  to  prevent 
Great  Britain  from  falling  into  the  error  of  supposing  that  the  United 
States  could  consent  to  any  abatement  of  their  sovereignty  in  the  present 
emergency.    It  is,  we  take  leave  to  think,  the  common  misfortune  of  the 
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two  countries  that  Great  Britain  was  not  -content  to  wait  before  dispatch- 
ing^ the  instruction  in  question,  until  you  had  been  received  by  her 
Majesty's  govemment,  and  had  submitted  the  entirely  just,  friendly,  and 
liberal  overtures  with  which  you  were  charged. 

Although  the  paper  implies,  without  affirming,  that  the  insurgents  of 
this  country  possess  some  belligerent  rights,  it  does  not  name,  specify, 
or  indicate  one  such  right.    It  confines  itself  to  stating  what  the  British 
government  require  or  expect  the  United  States  to  do.    Virtually,  it  asks 
us  to  concede  to  Great  Britain  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  declaration 
of  the  congress  held  at  Paris  in  1856.    It  aaks  indeed  a  little  less,  cer- 
tainly nothing  more  or  different  from  this.    The  British  government  ask 
this  of  us  to-day,  the  loth  of  June,  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  we  had, 
so  early  as  the  25th  of  April,  instructed  you  to  tender,  without  reserva- 
tion, to  Great  Britain  our  accession,  pure  and  simple,  to  that  declaration. 
^We  have  all  the  while,  since  that  instruction  was  sent  forth,  been  ready, 
afi  we  now  are  ready,  to  accede  to  the  declaration,  where  and  whenever 
Great  Britain  may  be  ready  and  willing  to  receive  it.    The  argument  con- 
tained in  the  instruction  seems,  therefore,  to  have  been  as  unnecessary  and 
irrelevant  as  it  is  unacceptable.    Lord  Lyons  thinks  that  his  instructions 
do  not  authorize  him  to  enter  into  convention  with  us  here.    You  will 
inform  the  government  of  Great  Britain  of  the  fact,  and,  if  they  prefer, 
you  will  enter  into  the  convention  at  London. 

Of  course  it  is  understood  that  the  concessions  herein'  made  do  not 
affect  or  impair  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  suppress  the  insurrec- 
tion as  well  by  maritime  as  by  land  operations,  and  for  this  purpose  to 
exclude  all  commerce  from  such  of  the  ports  as  may  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  insurgents,  either  by  closing  the  ports  directly  or  by  the 
more  lenient  means  of  a  olockade,  which  we  have  already  adopted. 

It  is  thus  seen  that,  in  the  present  case,  there  is  only  an  embarrassment 
resultilig  from  the  similar  designs  of  the  two  governments  to  reach  one 
common  object  by  different  courses  without  knowledge  of  each  other's 
dispositions  in  that  respect.  There  is  notliing  more.  We  propose,  as  a 
nation  at  peace,  to  give  to  Great  Britain  as  a  friend  what  she  as  a  neu- 
tral demands  of  us,  a  nation  at  war.  We  rejoice  that  it  happens  so. 
We  are  anxious  to  avoid  all  causes  of  misunderstanding  with  Great 
Britain;  to  draw  closer,  instead  of  breaking,  the  existing  bonds  of  amity 
and  friendship.  There  is  nothing  good  or  great  which  lK>th  nations  may 
not  expect  to  attain  or  effect  if  they  may  remain  friends.  It  would  be  a 
hazardous  day  for  both  the  branches  of  the  British  race  when  they  should 
determine  to  try  how  much  harm  each  could  do  the  other. 

We  do  not  ibrget  that,  although  thus  happily  avoiding  misunderstand- 
ing on  the  present  occasion.  Great  Britain  may  in  some  way  hereafter  do 
us  wrong  or  injury  by  adhering  to  the  speculative  views  of  the  rights  and 
duties  of  the  two  governments  which  she  has  proposed  to  express.  But 
we  believe  her  to  be  sincere  in  the  good  wishes  for  our  welfare,  which 
^e  has  so  constantly  avowed,  and  we  wiQ  not,  therefore,  suffer  ourselves 
to  anticipate  occasions  for  difference  which,  now  that  both  nations  frdly 
understand  each  other,  may  be  averted  or  avoided. 

One  point  remains.  The  British  government^  while  declining,  out  of 
regard  to  our  natural  sensibility,  to  propose  mediation  for  the  settlement 
of  the  differences  which  now  unhappily  disturb  the  American  people, 
have  nevertheless  expressed,  in  a  very  proper  manner,  their  willing- 
ness to  undertake  the  kindly  duty  of  mediation  if  we  should  desire  it. 

The  President  expects  you  to  say  on  this  point,  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, that  we  appreciate  this  generous  and  friendly  demonstration;  but 
that  we  cannot  solicit  or  accept  mediation  from  any,  even  the  most 
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Mendly,  qaarter.  The  oonditions  of  society  here,  the  character  of  our 
goyemment,  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  forbid  that  any  dispute 
arising  among  us  should  ever  be  referred  to  foreign  arbitration.  We 
are  a  republican  and  American  people.  The  Constitution  of  our  govern- 
ment furnishes  all  needful  means  for  the  correction  or  removal  of  any 
possible  political  evil.  Adhering  strictly  as  we  do  to  its  directions,  we 
shall  surmount  all  our  present  complications,  aud  preserve  the  govern- 
ment complete,  perfect,  and  sound,  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations 

Bui  the  integrity  of  any  nation  is  lost,  and  its  fate  becomes  doubtful, 
whenever  strange  hands,- and  instruments  unknown  to  the  Constitutioiij 
are  employed  to  perform  the  proper  functions  of  the  people,  established 
by  the  organic  laws  of  the  8tate. 

Hoping  to  have  no  occasion  hereafter  to  E^eak  for  the  hearing  of 
friendly  nations  upon  the  topics  which  I  have  now  discussiBd,  I  add  a 
single  remark  by  way  of  satisfying  the  British  government  that  it  will 
do  wisely  by  leaving  us  to  manage  and  settle  this  domestic  controversy 
in  our  own  way. 

The  fountains  of  discont^t  in  any  society  are  many,  and  some  lie 
much  deeper  than  others.  Thus  feu*  this  unhappy  ctmtroversy  has  dis- 
turbed only  those  which  are  nearest  the  surface.  There  are  others 
which  lie  still  deeper  that  may  yet  remain,  as  we  hope,  long  undisturbed. 
If  they  should  be  reached,  no  one  can  teJl  how  or  when  they  could  be 
<dosedi  It  was  foreign  intervention  that  opened,  and  that  alone  could 
open,  smilar  fountains  in  the  memorable  French  revelation. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedtent  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Fbanois  Abahs,  Esq.,  <£c.,  d^c,  d^. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extracts.] 

5^0. 11.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

PariSy  Ju/ne  — ,  1861. 

Sib:  Your  dispatch  N'o.  10  was  received  by  me  on  the  18th  instant, 
and  its  substance  communicated  to  Mr.  Thouvenelon  the  19th.    On  that 

day  I  had  with  him  an  interesting  conversation. 

•  •  •  •  ••••• 

He  said,  fhrthermore,  (what  he  has  so  often  said  before,)  that  the 
French  government  had  no  sympathy  whatever  with  the  seceding  States 
of  the  South ;  that  it  had  no  idea  of  recognizing  them  as  an  independent 
Xx>wer }  that  should  they,  in  the  course  of  time,  obtain  a  status  as  an 
independent  power  among  nations,  and  show  themselves  able  to.  main- 
tain that  position,  the  French  government  might  ultimately  recognize 
them;  but  this  would  be  after  the  expiration  of  a  time  ample  to  test 
their  ability  in  this  behalf.  He  said,  incidentally,  three  or  four  years, 
though  I  do  not  suppose  he  intended  anything  by  this,  except  to  explain 
more  fully  his  meaning. 

He  said,  furthermore,  he  had  received  Mr.  Best,  (one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  South,)  who  applied  to  him  through  a  third  party ;  that  he 
had  not  applied  to  be  received  as  a  commissioner  from  the  South;  if  he 
had  so  done  he  would  not  have  received  him.  That  he  had  been  received 
by  Lord  John  Bussell,  and  he  (Mr.  Thouvenel)  could  not  <^tum  him  out 
of  doors.^    Besides,  he  said,  he  had  received  him  because  he  felt  it 
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adnty  to  get  all  the  mformation  he  could,  and  obtain  knowledge  of 

facts  in  reference  to  matters  of  so  mnch  importance,  from  all  possible 

sources^  that  for  this  purpose  he  had  received  aU  sorts  of  people;  that 

on  the  same  day  he  had  received  envoys  from  Garibaldi  and  the  King 

of  Naples.    Besides  this,  he  wished,  he  said,  to  inform  Mr.  Eost  of  the 

inutility  of  now  seeking  from  the  French  government  a  recognition  of 

the  independence  of  the  southern  confederates.    He  said,  furthermore, 

that  he  had  communicated  these  matters  to  Mr.  Mercier  at  Washington, 

to  be  communicated  to  you.    In  reply,  I  said  to  him  that,  although  our 

government  protested  and  would  protest  against  all  intercourse,  official  | 

and  otherwise,  with  these  commissioners,  as  prdudicial  and  ii^jurious  to  us, 

yet  I  did  not  know  (aside  from  the  mere  act  of  conference)  that  we  could 

have  a  just  cause  of  complaint  of  an  interview  with  such  a  result  as  that 

above  referred  to.    I  told  him,  furthermore,  that  our  govej^ment  did 

not  mean  to  deny  that  principle  of  international  law  which  authorizes 

the  recognition  of  Sk  de  facto  government  when  its  status  has  become 

fixed  and  its  power  to  sustain  itself  satisfactorily  shown. 

•  ••••••• 

I  think  I  may  say,  with  some  confidence,  that  all  the  efforts  of  the 
agents  of  the  confederates  on  this  side  of  the  channel  have  thus  far  been 
abortive.    They  have  no  encouragement  to  tiieir  hopes  of  recognition. 

They  have  met  with  no  success  in  their  attempts  to  negotiate  a  loan. 

•  •••••••• 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,  i 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTOK  \ 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

8ecreiAiry  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr  Adams, 

Depaetment  op  State, 

Wa^shington,  June  21, 1861. 

Deae  Sib  :  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  private  note.  I  am  unable 
to  recaU  the  particular  occasion  on  which  Lord  Lyons  may  have  thought 
my  language  or  manner  intentionally  offensive.  Certainly  I  have  been 
unconscious  of  expressing  or  manifesting  any  disrespect  towards  him 
personally.  At  the  same  time  I  have  not  intended  to  leave  Lord  Lyons 
at  liberty  to  believe  that  the  conduct  of  his  government  was  any  more 
satisfactory  than  my  official  correspondence  with  you  has  shown  it  to  be. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  will  perhaps  do  no  harm  for  you  to  explain  pri- 
vately to  Lord  Palmerston  and  to  Lord  Clarendon  that  I  think  I  have 
practiced  much  caution  in  refraining  at  all  times  from  expressing  to 
Lord  Lyons  frankly  the  dissatisfaction  which  has  been  produced  by 
every  word  that  has  thus  far  been  expressed  to  us,  or  about  us,  by  his 
government,  with  the  exception  of  Lord  John  Bussell's  conversation  with 
you,  in  which  you  discussed  with  him  his  abrupt  and  unsatisfactory  reply 
to  Mr.  Dallas. 

If  British  statesmen  really  desire  that  things  may  go  smoothly  between 
the  British  government  and  ours,  they  must  look  deeper  than  into  the 
mere  manner  of  conducting  diplomatic  intercourse.  The  whole  Ameri- 
can people,  so  far  as  they  are  American,  are  shocked,  offended,  and  dis- 
gusted witli  declarations  of  neutrality  by  the  British  government,  by  its 
arrangements  with  the  French  government  to  deny  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States,  and  its  countenance  of  the  insurrection.    You,  and 

14  A  C— VOL.  I 
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I,  and  Lord  Lyons,  and  Lord  Clarendon,  and  Lord  Palmerston  will  die 
and  perhaps  all  of  us  be  forgotten  before  tlie  respect  and  affection 
cherished  in  this  country  towards  England  will  have  recovered  the  tone 
they  had  when  the  Prince  of  Wales  returned  nine  months  ago  from  our 
shores  to  his  own. 

The  Emperor  of  France,  the  Emperor  of  Eussia,  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria, Uie  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  King  of  Belgium,  every  one  of  them 
has  expressed  to  us  his  sympathy  with  us  for  the  inUifrity  of  the  American 
republic.  Their  ministers  do  the  same,  frankly  and  earnestly.  Neither 
Queen,  ministers,  nor  statesmen  of  Oreat  Britain  has  said  or  intimated 
so  much*  I  wish  to  think  well  of  England,  and  I  wish  her  well.  But  she 
shall  not  demoralize  me,  nor  shall  I  demoralize  my  country.  I  prefer, 
moreover,  to  avow  present  discontent  rather  than  to  cherish  revenge. 
All  Americans  may  not  be  like  me  in  this. 

Just  now  I  have  saved  Lord  Lyons  fix)m  the  correspondence,  I  think 
much  to  his  satisfaction,  and  I  believe  we  are  generally  getting  along 
quite  well. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours  alwavs, 

WLLLLA.M  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc^  dkc,  <6o. 


[From  British  Bine  Book,  <<North  America/'  No.  1, 1862,  p.  42.] 

No.  50. 

« 

Lord  J.  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  June  21, 1861. 

I  have  to  state  to  your  lordship  that  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satis- 
fled  with  the  language  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Adams  since  he  has  arrived 
in  this  country. 

The  only  complaint  which  he  has  urged  here  is,  that  the  Queen's 
proclamation  announcing  her  neutrality  was  hasty  and  premature. 

I  said,  in  the  flrst  place,  that  our  position  was  of  necessity  one  of  neu- 
trality; that  we  could  not  take  part  either  for  the  North  against  the 
South,  or  for  the  South  against  the  North. 

To  this  he  willingly  assented,  and  said  that  the  United  States  expected 
no  assistance  from  us  to  enable  their  government  to  finish  the  war. 

I  rejoined  that  if  such  was  the  case,  as  I  supposed,  it  would  not  have 
been  right  either  towards  our  admirals  and  naval  commanders,  nor 
towards  our  merchiints  and  mercantile  marine,  to  leave  them  without 
positive  and  public  orders;  that  the  exercise  of  belligerent  rights  of 
search  and  capture  by  a  band  of  adventurers  clustered  in  some  small 
island  in  the  Greek  Archipelago  or  in  the  Atlantic  would  subject  them 
to  the  penalties  of  piracy ;  but  we  could  not  treat  5,000,000  of  men  who 
had  declared  their  independence  like  a  band  of  marauders  or  filibusters. 
If  we  had  done  so,  we  should  have  done  more  than  the  United  States 
tliemselves.  Their  troops  had  taken  prisoners  many  of  the  adherents  of 
the  confederacy,  but  I  could  not  perceive  from  the  newspapers  that  in 
any  case  they  had  brought  these  prisoners  to  trial  for  high  treason,  or 
shot 'them  as  rebels.  Had  we  hung  the  captain  of  an  armed  vessel  of 
the  southern  confederacy  as  a  pirate,  we  should  havd  done  that  which  a 
>Ben8e  of  humanity  had  prohibited  on  the  part  of  the  government  itself 
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whose  authority  was  set  at  defiance.  We  surely  could  not  be  expected 
to  go  beyond  the  United  States  goyemment  themselves  in  measures  of 
severity. 

I  had  quoted  in  the  House  of  Commons  the  oase  of  the  Turks  and 
Greeks  in  order  to  avail  myself  of  the  sound  maxim  of  policy  enunciated 
by  Mr.  Canning,  that  the  question  of  belligerent  rights  is  one,  not  of 
principle,  but  of  fact;  that  the  size  and  strength  of  the  party  contend- 
ing against  a  government,  and  not  the  goodness  of  their  cause,  entitle 
them  to  the  character  and  treatment  of  belligerents. 

I  added  that  the  case  quoted  by  me  had  been  objected  to,  as  if  I  had 
compared  the  United  States  to  Turkey,  and  the  southern  confederacy 
to  Greeks. 

As  well  might  it  be  said,  if  any  one  were  to  cite  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes 
in  an  argument  on  general  warrants,  that  the  case  was  not  applicable 
because  the  character  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  riot  entitled  to  our  sympathy  or 
respect. 

Mr.  Adams  maintained  that,  practically,  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  had  no  ships  of  war  at  sea,  and  therefore  the  royal  proclamation 
was  unnecessary-. 

Tlie  United  States  minister  at  Pai-is  has  made  propositions  to  the 
irai)erial  government  founded  on  the  answer  of  Mr.  Marcy  to  the  request 
formerly  made  to  him  to  adopt,  on  the  part  of  his  government,  the 
declaration  of  Paris. 

The  government  of  the  Emperor  entirely  concur  with  her  Majesty's 
government  in  the  opinion  that  these  propositions  ought  to  be  rejected. 

When  I  asked  Mr.  Adams  whether  he  had  similar  propositions  to 
make  to  her  Majesty's  government,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  no 
instructions  to  do  so. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  22.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  June  22^  1861. 
Sir;  ♦  ♦  •  •  •  ♦  ♦  ••• 

We  wish  to  act  singly  and  in  good  faith  with  the  French  government. 
We  understand,  and  shall  continue  to  understand,  that  Prance  does  not 
concede  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents  in  contravention  of  our  sov- 
ereignty. We  shall  insist  that  she  does  nothing  adverse  to  our  position, 
whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary. 

She  has  proposed  to  tell  us  that  she  thinks  tlie  Confederate  States  are 
entitled  to  belligerent  rights.  We  have  declined  to  hear  that.  We  have 
not  heard  it.  We  shall  continue  to  regard  France  as  respecting  our 
government,  throughout  the  whole  country,  until  she  pra>ctically  a^its  in 
violation  of  her  friendly  obligations  to  us,  as  we  understand  them.  When 
she  does  that^  it  will  be  time  enough  to  inquire  whether,  if  we  accede  to 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  she  could,  after  that,  allow  pirates  ui)on  our  com- 
merce shelter  in  her  ports,  and  what  our  remedy  then  should  be.  We 
have  no  fear  on  this  head. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  d-c,  cfec,  <fec 


212  CLADiB  AGAINST   GREAT  BBITAIK. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  10.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  28, 1861. 
SlE:  #•••••#• 

My  iuterview  with  'his  lordship  was  intended  only  to  express  to  him 
the  views  entertained  by  the  President,  as  conununicated  to  me  in  your 
dispatches  ISo.  14  and  Ko.  15  of  the  reports  made  by  me  of  onr  first  con- 
ference. His  lordship  said  that  he  had  just  received  dispatches  as  late 
as  the  15th,  communicating  the  same  information,  and  that  Lord  Lyons 
had  learned,  through  ano^er  member  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  that  no 
further  expression  of  opinion  on  the  subject  in  question  would  be  neces- 
sary. This  led  to  the  most  frank  and  pleasant  conversation  which  I 
have  yet  had  with  his  lordship,  in  which  we  reviewed  the  various  points 
of  difficulty  that  had  arisen  in  a  manner  too  desultory  to  admit  of 
reporting,  excepting  in  the  general  result.  •  •  #  •  # 
I  have  the  honor  to  l^,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAKOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaiid, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.  1 

No.  32.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

WaskiTigton^  July  1, 1861. 

Sm :  Your  dispatch  ITo.  8  (dated  June  14)  has  been  received. 

_  ft 

L  conclude  with  the  remark  that  the  British  government  can  never 
expect  to  induce  the  United  States  to  acquiesce  in  her  assumed  position 
of  this  government  as  divided  in  any  degree  into  two  powers  for  war 
more  than  for  peace.  At  the  same  time,  if  her  Msyes^'s  government 
shall  continue  to  practice  absolute  forbearance  from  any  interference  in 
our  domestic  affairs,  we  shall  not  be  captious  enough  to  inquire  what 
name  it  gives  to  that  forbearance,  or  in  what  character  it  presents  itself 
before  the  British  nation  in  doing  so.  We  hold  ourselves  entitled  to 
regard  the  forbearance  as  an  act  of  a  friendly  power,  acting  uncon- 
sciously of  a  domestic  disturbance  among  us,  of  which  fiieniUy  states 
can  take  no  cognizance.  On  this  point  our  views  are  not  likely  to  un- 
dergo any  change.  In  maintaining  this  position  we  are  sure  we  do 
nothing  derogating  from  the  dignity  of  tiie  British  government,  while 
we  inflexibly  maintain  and  preserve  the  just  rights  and  the  honor  of  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Chables  Fbanoxs  Adahs,  Esq.,  d-c,  d^c,  &c. 
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Mr»  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  27.]  Department  t>p  State, 

Washington^  July  6, 1861. 

Sm:  ••••#•#• 

It  is  almost  unnecessaory  to  say  that  what  we  proposed  to  France  was 
equally  and  simultaneously  proposed  to  every  other  maritime  power. 
In  this  way  we  expected  to  remove  every  cause  that  any  foreign  power 
could  have  for  the  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent  power. 

The  matter  stood  in  this  plain  an(l  intelligible  way.  until  certain  de- 
clarations  or  expressions  of  the  French  government  induced  you  to  believe 
that  they  would  recognize  and  treat  the  insurgents  as  a  distinct  national 
power  for  belligerent  purposes.  It  was  not  altogether  unreasonable 
that  you,  being  at  Paris,  should  suppose  that  this  government  would 
think  itself  obUged  to  acquiesce  in  such  a  course  by  the  government  of 
France.  So  assuming,  you  thought  that  we  would  not  adhere  to  our 
proposition  to  accede  to  the  declaration,  pure  and  simple,  since  such  a 
course  would,  as  you  thought,  be  effective  to  bind  this  government 
without  binding  the  insurgents,  and  would  leave  France  at  liberty  to 
hold  us  bound,  and  the  insurgents  free  from  the  obligations,  created  by 
our  adhesion.  Moreover,  if  we  correctly  understand  your  dispatch  on 
that  subject,  you  supposed  that  you  might  propose  our  adhesion  to  the 
treaty  of  Paris,  not  pure  and  simple,  but  with  the  addition  of  the  Marcy 
proposition  in  the  &:st  instance,  and  might  afterwards,  in  case  of  its 
being  declined  in  that  form,  withdraw  the  addition,  ana  then  propose 
our  accession  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  pure  and  simple. 

While  you  were  acting  on  these  views  on  your  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
we  on  this  side,  not  less  confident  in  our  strength  than  in  our  rights,  as 
you  are  now  aware,  were  acting  on  another  view,  which  is  altogether 
different,  namely,  tnat  we  shall  not  acquiesce  in  any  declaration  of  the 
government  of  France  that  assumes  that  this  government  is  not  now, 
as  it  always  has  been,  exclusive  sovereign,  for  war  as  well  as  for  peace, 
within  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  federal  Union,  and  over  all  citi- 
zens, the  disloyal  and  loyal  all  alike.  We  treat  in  that  character,  which 
is  our  legal  character,  or  we  do  not  treat  at  all.  and  we  in  no  way  con- 
sent to  compromise  that  cliaracter  in  the  least  degree ;  we  do  not  even 
suffer  this  character  to  become  the  subject  of  discussion.  Good  faith 
and  honor,  as  well  as  the  same  expediency  which  prompted  the  proffer 
of  our  accession  to  the  declaration  of  Paris,  pure  and  simple,  in  th/B  first 
instance,  now  require  us  to  adhere  to  that  proposition  and  abide  by  it : 
and  we  do  adhere  to  it,  not,  however,  as  a  divided,  but  as  an  undivided 
nation.  The  proposition  is  tendered  to  France  not  as  a  neutral  but  as 
a  friend,  and  the  agreement  is  to  be  obligatory  upon  the  United  States 

and  France  and  all  their  legal  dependencies  just  alike. 

•  •  •  •  #.«  «  •  •• 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfco.,  cfec,  cfcc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extraots.] 

TSo.  42.]  Department  of  State, 

WashingUm^  July  21, 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  June  28  (No.  10)  has  been  received. 

•  •••••••• 

It  must  be  confessed,  therefore,  that  a  new  incident  has  occurred 
increasing  tiie  danger  that  what  has  hitherto  been,  and,  as  we  think^ 
ought  to  be,  a  merely  domestic  controversy  of  our  own,  may  be  enlarged 
into  a  general  war  among  the  great  maritime  nations.  Hence  the  neces- 
sity for  endeavoring  to  bring  about  a  more  perfect  understanding  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  for  the  regulation  of  their  mutual 
relations  than  has  yet  been  attained. 

In  attempting  that  important  object  I  may  be  allowed  to  begin  by 
affirming  that  the  President  deprecates,  as  much  as  any  citizen  of  either 
country  or  any  Mend  of  humanity  throughout  the  world  can  deprecate, 
the  evil  of  foreign  wars,  to  be  superindu^d,  as  he  thinks  unnecessarily, 
upon  the  painful  civil  conflict  in  which  we  are  engaged  for  the  purpose 
of  defending  and  maintaining  our  national  authority  over  our  own  dis- 
loyal citizens. 

I  may  add,  also,  for  myself,  that  however  otherwise  I  may  at  any  time 
have  been  understood,  it  ha«  been  an  earnest  and  profound  solicitude  to 
avert  foreign  war;  that  alone  has  prompted  the  emphatic  and  sometimes, 
perhaps,  impassioned  remonstrances  I  have  hitherto  made  against  any 
form  or  measure  of  recognition  of  the  insurgents  by  the  governuient  of 
Great  Britain.  1  write  in  the  same  spirit  now ;  and  I  invoke  on  the  part 
of  the  British  government,  as  I  propose  to  exercise  on  my  own,  the  calm- 
ness which  all  counsellors  ought  to  practice  in  debates  which  involve  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

The  United  States  and  Great  Britain  have  assumed  incompatible,  and 
thus  far  irreconcilable,  positions  on  the  subject  of  the  existing  insurrec- 
tion. 

The  United  States  claim  and  insist  that  the  integrity  of  the  republic 
is  unbroken,  and  that  their  government  is  supreme  so  far  as  foreign 
nations  are  concerned^  as  well  for  war  as  for  peace,  over  aU  the  States, 
all  sections,  and  all  citizens,  the  loyal  not  more  tnau  the  disloyal,  the 
patriots  and  the  insurgents  alike.  Consequently  they  insist  that  the 
Britii^  government  shall  in  no  way  intervene  in  the  insurrection,  or  hold 
commercial  or  other  intercourse  with  the  insurgents  in  derogation  of  the 
federal  authority. 

The  British  government,  without  having  first  deliberately  heard  the 
claims  of  the  United  States,  announced,  through  a  proclamation  of  the 
Queen,  that  it  took  notice  of  the  insurrection  as  a  civil  war  so  flagrant 
as  to  divide  this  country  into  two  belligerent  parties,  of  which  the  fed- 
eral government  constitutes  one  and  the  .disloyal  citizens  the  other ;  and 
consequently  it  inferred  a  right  of  Great  Britain  to  stand  in  an  attitude 
of  neutrality  between  them. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  at  this  time  to  vindicate  the  position  of  the  United 
States,  nor  is  it  my  purpose  to  attempt  to  show  to  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  that  its  position  is  indefensible. 

The  question  at  issue  concerns  the  United  States  primarily,  and  Great 
Britain  only  secondarily  and  incidentally.  It  is,  as  I  have  before  said,  a 
question  of  the  integrity,  which  is  nothing  less  than  the  life,  of  the  republic 
itself. 
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The  position  which  the  government  has  taken  has  been  dictated,  there- 
fore, by  the  law  of  self-preservation.  No  natioii  ani9iated  by  loyal  senti- 
ments and  inspired  by  a  generous  ambition  can  even  snj^r  itself  to  debate 
with  parties  within  or  mthout  a  policy  of  self-preservation.  In  assuming 
this  position  and  the  policy  resulting  fix)m  it,  we  have  done,  as  I  think, 
just  what  Great  Britain  herself  must,  and  therefore  would  do  if  a  domestic 
insurrection  should  attempt  to  detach  Ireland,  or  Scotland,  or  England 
fi'om  the  United  Kingdom,  while  she  would  hear  no  argument  nor  enter 
into  any  debate  upon  the  subject.  Neither  adverse  opinions  of  theoretical 
writers,  nor  precedents  drawn  from  the  practice  of  other  nations,  or,  even 
if  they  could  be,  from  her  own,  would  modify  her  course,  which  would 
be  all  the  more  vigorously  followed  if  internal  resistance  should  fortify 
itself  with  alliances  throughout  the  world.  This  is  exactiy  the  case  now 
with  the  United  States. 

So,  for  obvious  reasons,  I  refrain  from  argument  to  prove  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  the  assumed  error  of  the  position  it  has  avowed. 
First*  Argument  from  a  i)arty  that  maintains  itself  to  be  absolutely  right, , 
and  resolved  in  no  case  to  change  its  convictions,  becomes  merely  contro- ' 
versial.  Secondly.  Such  argument  would  be  only  an  indirect  way  of  de- 
fending our  own  i)osition,  wluch  is  unchangeable.  Thirdly.  The  position 
of  Great  Britain  has  been  taken  upon  the  assumption  of  a  certain  degree 
of  probability  of  success  by  the  insurgents  in  arms ;  and  it  must  be  sooner 
or  later  abandoned,  as  that  probability  shall  diminish  and  ultimately 
cease,  while  in  any  case  that  circumstance  does  not  affect  our  position  or 
the  policy  which  we  have  adopted.  It  must,  therefore,  be  left  to  Gre^t 
Britain  to  do  what  we  have  done,  namely,  survey  the  entire  field,  with 
the  consequences  of  her  coiu*se  deemed  by  us  to  be  erroneous,  and  deter- 
mine as  those  consequences  develop  themselves  how  long  that  course 
shall  be  pursued. 

While,  however,  thus  waiving  controversy  on  the  main  point,  I  am 
tempted  by  a  sincere  conviction  that  Great  Britain  really  must  desire,  as 
we  do,  that  the  peace  of  the  world  may  not  be  unnecessarily  broken,  to 
consider  the  attitude  of  the  two  powers,  with  a  view  to  mutual  forbear- 
ance, until  reconciliation  of  conflicting  systems  shall  have  become  in 
every  event  impossible. 

The  British  government  will,  I  think,  admit  that  so  soon  a«  its  unex- 
pected, and,  as  we  regard  it,  injurious  position  assumed  in  the  Queen's 
proclamation  became  known  to  us,  we  took  some  pains  to  avert  prema- 
ture or  unnecessary  collision,  if  it  could  be  done  without  sacrificing  any 
part  of  the  sovereignty  which  we  had  determined  in  every  event  to  defend. 
We  promptly  renewed  the  proposition  which,  fortunately  for  both  parties, 
we  had  tendered  before  that  proclamation  was  issued,  to  concede  as  one 
whole  undivided  sovereignty  to  Great  Britain,  as  a  friend,  all  the  guar- 
antees for  her  commerce  that  she  might  claim  as  a  neutral  from  this  gov- 
ernment as  one  of  her  two  imagined  belligerents.  It  seemed  to  us  that 
these  two  great  and  kindred  nations  might  decline  to  be  dogmatic,  and 
act  practically  with  a  view  to  immediate  peace  and  ultimate  good  under- 
standing. 

So,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  my  duty  to  admit,  as  I  most  frankly  do, 
that  the  directions  given  by  the  British  government  that  our  blockade 
shall  be  respected,  and  that  favor  or  shelter  shall  be  denied  to  insiu*gent 
privateers,  together  with  the  disallowance  of  the  application  of  the  insur- 
gent commissioners,  have  given  us  good  reason  to  expect  that  our  com- 
plete sovereignty,  tnough  theoretically  questioned  in  the  Queen's  procla- 
mation, would  be  practically  respected.  Lord  Lyons,  as  you  are  aware, 
proposed  to  read  to  me  a  dispateh  which  he  had  received  from  his  gov- 
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enunenty  affirming  the  position  assumed  in  the  Queen's  proclamation,  and 
deducing  from  that  position  claims  as  a  neutral  to  guarantees  of  safety 
to  British  commerce  less  than  those  we  had,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
offered  to  her  as  a  Mend«  I  declined,  as  you  have  been  advised,  to  hear 
the  communication,  but  nevertheless  renewed  through  yoiL  as  I  consist- 
ently could,  the  offer  of  the  greater  guarantees  before  tendered. 

The  case  then  seemed  to  me  to  stand  thus :  The  two  nations  had, 
indeed,  fiedled  to  find  a  common  ground  or  principle  on  which  they  could 
stand  together ;  but  they  had  succeeded  in  reaching  a  perfect  understand- 
ing of  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  disagreement,  and  in  finding  a  line 
of  mutual,  practical  forbearance.  It  was  under  this  aspect  of  the  posi- 
tions of  the  two  governments  that  the  President  thought  himself  author- 
ized to  inform  Congress  on  its  coming  together  on  the  1th  of  July  instant, 
in  extra  session,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  was  practi- 
cally respected  by  all  nations. 

I  cannot  leave  the  subject  without  endeavoring  once  more,  as  I  jhave 
so  often  done  before,  to  induce  the  British  government  to  realize  the 
conviction  which  I  have  more  than  once  expressed  in  this  correspondence, 
that  the  policy  of  the  government  is  one  that  is  based  on  interests  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  sentiments  of  the  highest  virtue,  and  therefore 
is  in  no  case  likely  to  be  changed,  whatever  may  be  the  varying  fortunes 
of  the  war  at  home  or  the  action  of  foreign  nations  on  this  subject,  while 
the  policy  of  foreign  states  rests  on  ephemeral  interests  of  commerce  or 
of  ambition  merely.  The  policy  of  these  United  States  is  not  a  creature 
of  the  government  but  an  inspiration  of  the  people,  while  the  policies  of 
foreign  states  are  at  the  choice  mainly  of  the  governments  presidiug  over 
them.  If  through  error,  on  whatever  side,  this  civil  contention  shall 
transcend  the  national  bounds  and  involve  foreign  states,  the  energies 
of  all  commercial  nations,  including  our  own,  win  necessarily  be  turned 
to  war,  and  a  general  carnival  of  the  adventurous  and  the  reckless  of  all 
countries,  at  the  cost  of  the  existing  commerce  of  the  world,  must  ensue. 
Beyond  tnat  painftQ  scene  upon  the  seas  there  lie,  but  dimly  concealed 
from  our  vision,  scenes  of  devastation  and  desolation  which  will  leave 
no  roots  remaining  out  of  which  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  as  it  has  hitherto  flourished,  can  ever  again  spring  up. 
^    I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^.,  <£o.,  &e. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[ExtraotB.] 

No.  21.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris^  July  22, 186L 

SiB:  Your  dispatches  Nos.  24  and  25  are  duly  received.  Dispatches 
19,  22,  and  24  treat  in  whole  or  in  part  of  the  same  general  matter. 

I  have  read  dispatch  No.  19  with  great  interest.  It  had  not  occurred 
to  me  that  you  might  deny  to  France  and  Great  Britain  an  official  read- 
ing of  their  dispatches  which  announced  to  our  government  their  conces- 
sion of  belligerent  rights  to  the  South;  or  that,  if  you  should  do  so,  it 
would  alter  &e  relations  of  parties  to  the  question.  If  it  has  that  effect 
diplomatically,  or  relieves  you  from  noticing  their  position,  you  were 
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certainly  right.  Indeed,  I  cannot  see  how,  upon  the  glx)und  that  yon  put 
the  matter,  France  has  just  cause  of  offense.  You  say  merely  you  want 
no  notice  of  a  purpone  by  her  to  do  what  you  consider  an  unfriendly  act; 
that  you  will  wait  until  tiie  act  is  done  before  you  choose  to  notice  it :  that, 
in  other  words,  you  choose  to  consider  her  as  a  friend  until  she  shows 
herself  by  acts,  not  words,  to  be  the  contrary.        ♦  •  • 

The  reasons  assigned  for  your  course  you  say  I  may  communicate  to 
the  French  government  if  I  "shall  find  it  necessary  or  expedient."  I 
shall  not  fail  to  avail  myself  of  this  authority  upon  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity which  shall  be  afforded  for  doing  so.  The  just  reasoning  and  the 
friendly  tone  of  your  dispatch  will  be  invaluable  for  justification  of  your 
course  and  the  prevention  of  dif^culties.  Unless,  however,#they  refer 
to  your  action  or  make  it  a  subject  of  complaint,  it  is,  I  suppose,  not 
expedient  for  me  to  volunteer  explanations.  I  was  much  surprised  by 
one  fact  found  in  the  dispatch  from  the  French  government  left  with 
you  for  an  informal  reading,  to  wit:  "that  you  must  not  be  surprised  if 
France  should  address  herself  to  a  government  which  she  says  is  to  be 
installed  at  Montgomery  tor  certain  explanations."  I  could  not  have 
anticipated,  from  what  had  been  said  to  me  here,  that  such  a  course  was 
in  contemplation.  Should  they  adopt  it,  the  act  would  seem  to  me  to 
approximate  a  recognition  in  this  instance  of  the  southern  government 
more  nearly  tiian  anything  that  has  yet  occurred.  In  that  event,  your 
future  course  will,  no  doubt,  be  guided  by  that  wisdom  which  is  so  essen- 
tial to  carry  us  through  the  troubles  of  our  present  position.    ♦      ♦     • 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  36.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris^  August  22, 1861. 
Sib:  ••*••• 

In  the  course  of  our  conversation  I  told  him  [M.  Thouvenel]  that  any 
declaration  or  action  which  looked  to  or  recognized  a  difference  or  dis- 
tinction between  the  North  and  South  was  a  matter  upon  which  our  gov- 
ernment was,  under  the  circumstances,  peculiarly  sensitive.  That  we 
treated  with  foreign  governments  for  our  whole  country,  North  and  South. 
and  for  all  its  citizens,  whether  true  men  or  rebels,  and  when  we  coula 
not  so  treat,  we  would  cease  to  treat  at  all.  He  answered  that  they  did  not 
mean  to  contest  our  right  to  treat  for  the  whole  country,  and  that  was 
not  the  purpose  of  the  outside  declaration  they  proposed  to  make;  but 
having  heretofore  adopted  a  course  of  strict  neutrality,  the  declaration 
in  question  was  right  and  proper  to  prevent  misconception  and  contro- 
versy in  the  ftiture. 

•  •••••• 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  1, 1862,  p.  70.] 

Ko.  78. 
Uarl  Ritssell  to  Messrs,  Yancpj  Rosty  and  Mann. 

Foreign  Office,  ^tw/twf  24, 1861. 

The  undersigned  has  liad  the  honor  to  receive  the  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  addressed  to  him  by  Messrs.  Yancy,  Eost,  and  Mann,  on  behidf 
of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  North  America. 

Tlie  British  [government  do  not  pretend  in  any  way  to  pronounce  a 
judgement  upon  the  questicms  in  debate  between  the  United  States  and 
theh'  adversaries  in  North  America;  the  British  government  can  only 
regret  that  these  differeu(5es  have  unfortunately  been  submitted  to  the 
arbitrament  of  anns.  Her  Majesty  has  (considered  this  contest  as  consti- 
tuting a  ci\il  war,  and  her  Majesty  has,  by  her  royal  proclamation, 
declared  her  intention  to  preserve  a  stdct  neutrality  between  the  con- 
tending pai-ties  in  that  vrar. 

Her  Majesty  will  strictly  i>ei'form  the  duties  which  belong  to  a  neutral. 
Her  Majesty  cannot  undertake  to  determine  hj  antici])ation  what  may 
be  the  issue  of  the  contest,  nor  can  she  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  the  nine  States  which  are  now  combined  against  the  President  and 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  until  the  fortune  of  arms  or  the  more 
peaceful  mode  of  negotiation  shall  have  more  clearly  determined  the 
respective  positions  of  the^  two  belligerents. 

Her  Majesty  can,  in  the  mean  time,  only  exi)ress  a  hope  that  some 
adjustment  satisfactory  to  both  parties  may  be  come  to,  without  the 
calamities  which  must  ensue  in  the  event  of  an  embittered  and  protracted 
contlicf. 

The  undersigned,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  34.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  30, 1861, 
Sir:  #  •  •  •  #  # 

Although  the  matter  is  not  altogether  germane  to  the  preceding,  I 
will  not  clo.se  this  dispatch  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  copy  of 
a  letter  of  Lord  John  Eusseli  to  Mr.  Edwardes,  which  I  transmit  as  cut 
from  a  London  newspaper.  The  Globe.  It  purports  to  have  been  taken 
from  parliamentary  pa})ers  just  published,  although  I  have  not  seen  them, 
nor  have  I  found  it  printed  in  any  other  newspaper.  You  will  notice  the 
date,  tbe  14th  of  May,  being  the  very  day  of  my  first  visit  to  his  lordship 
in  company  with  ]Mr,  Dallas,  when  he  did  not  see  us,  as  well  as  of  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Queen's  proclamation.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
original  foiin  of  that  proclamation  described  the  parties  in  America  in 
much  the  same  terms  used  by  his  lordship,  and  that  they  were  only 
qualified  at  a  A^ery  late  moment,  and  after  earnest  remonstrance.  The 
tone  of  the  letter  corresponds  very  much  with  that  used  to  me,  a  report  of 
which  w^s  transmitted  in  my  dispatch  No.  8. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHAliLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Wllliam.H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Lou'd  Ru8$ell  to  Mr,  JEdwardes. 

Foreign  Office,  Jfay  14,  ISGl. 

It  is  for  the  Spanisli  government  to  weigh  in  the  bahince  of  their  judg- 
ment the  advantages  and  inconveniences  which  inay  arfse  from  the 
annexation  of  the  ten-itoiy  of  the  Dominican  State  to  the  doumiions  of 
Spain ;  and  any  opmion  w^hich  her  Majesty's  goveriunent  may  form  on 
the  subject  can  be  founded  on  no  other  consideration  than  a  regard  for 
what  they  may  look  upon  as  the  real  and  permanent  interests  of  Spain. 

Her  Majesty's  government  woidd,  no  doubt,  have  felt  a  strong  and 
decided  dissatisfaction  at  the  proposed  annexation  if  it  liad  been  Jikely 
to  lead  to  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  a  community  which  is  free 
from  the  taint  of  that  pernicious  institution ;  but  the  fonual  and  repeated 
declarations  of  Marshal  O'Donnell,  that  under  no  circumstances  will 
slavery'  be  introduced  into  the  Dominican  territory,  have  removed  the 
main  cause  which  would  have  led  her  Majesty's  government  to  view  the 
proposed  annexation  with  dislike  and  repugnance. 

Her  Majesty's  government  certainly  ai)prehended,  when  first  this  pro- 
jected annexation  was  talked  of,  that  it  might,  if  earned  into  execution, 
involve  Spain  in  unfriendly  discussions,  if  not  in  conflict,  either  with 
France  or  with  the  United  States,  or  with  both.  With  regard  to  France, 
her  Majesty's  government  have  not  learned  that  the  French  goveriunent 
has  expressed  any  i)ositive  objection  to  the  proposed  arrangement, 
although  she  may  not  think  it  advantageous  to  Spain.  It  appears,  also, 
from  what  has  been  stated  to  you,  that  there  is  no  probability  at  present 
of  any  positive  resistance  to  the  measure,  either  by  the  northern  or  the 
southern  confederation  of  North  America.  But  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment should  not  too  confidently  rely  on  the  permanent  continuance  of  this 
indifference  or  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  North  Americans ;  and  it 
is  not  impossible  that  whfen  the  civil  war  which  is  now  breaking  out  shall 
have  been  brought  to  an  end,  an  evAit  which  may  happen  sooner  than 
at  present  appears  likely,  both  the  North  and  the  South  might  combine 
to  make  the  occupation  of  the  Dominican  teiTitory  by  Spain  the  cause 
of  serious  difference  between  the  North  American  governments  and  that 
of  Spain. 

Her  Majesty's  government  do  not  deny  that  Great  Britain,  as  a  power 
naturally  inclined  to  peace,  and  systematically  addicted  to  commerce, 
must  always  \iew  a  war  betw^een  any  two  powers  as  an  event  not  only  at 
variance  with  her  principles,  but  to  a  certain  degree  injuri^ms  to  her 
interests.  But  with  resi)ect  to  Spain,  the  motives  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment spring  from  far  higher  sources.  Great  Britain  and  S[)ain  have 
for  long  periods  of  time,  and  in  circumstances  of  high  moment  to  each, 
been  faithfiU  and  active  allies ;  their  alliance  has  been  greatly  useful  and 
eminently  honorable  to  both.  It  is  a  fundamental  maxim  of  British 
policy  to  wish  weU  to  Spain,  and  earnestly  to  desire  her  welfare  and 
prosi)erity  5  and  therefore  any  combination  of  events  which  mighf  at  any 
time  involve  the  possibility  of  Spahi  being  engaged  in  a  contiict  which, 
from  local  circumstances  and  disadvantages,  might  be  in  the  end  seri- 
ously injurious  to  her  nde  over  her  ancient  possessions,  would  be  viewed 
by  her  Majesty's  government  with  lively  apprehension  and  sincere 
regret. 

[The  above  letter  was  published  in  the  Globe  of  or  before  August  30, 
1801,  as  taken  from  British  Blue  Book,  entitled  "  Papers  relating  to  the 
annexation  of  Eastern  St.  Domingo  to  Spain;"  p.  14.] 
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[Commnnicated  with  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  No.  44,  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  Septem- 
ber 14, 1861.  J 

Lard  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  September  9, 1861. 

•  •  •       -       •  •  •  • 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  already  recognized  the  belligerent 
character  of  the  southern  States,  and  they  will  continue  to  consider  them 
as  belligerents.  But  her  M^esty's  government  have  not  recognized,  and 
are  not  prepared  to  recognize,  the  so-caJled  Confederate  States  as  a  sep- 
arate and  independent  state. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

RUSSELL. 
Ohables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d&c,  d&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 
No.  61,]  liEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  October  18,  1861. 
Sib:  •••••• 

I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that,  under  the  stimulus  applied  by  the 
insurgent  emissaries,  some  movements  are  making  in  Liverpool,  Man- 
chester, and  London,  as  well  as  in  other  manufacturing  places,  to  concen- 
trate an  influence  upon  the  government  to  effect  the  purpose  named. 
The  result  of  it  ha«(  as  yet  been  made  visible  to  the  public  eye  only  in 
the  form  which  some  of  the  casual  public  speeches  take  t^t  are  made 
by  her  Msyesty's  ministers.  Several  of  these,  as  for  example,  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  Lord  de  Grey,  and  Sir  Robert  !reel,  have  touched  lightly 
upon  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  rigid  neutrality  in  our  difficidties, 
whilst  they  have  been  more  or  less  earnest  in  their  Mendly  expressions 
towards  the  United  States,  according  to  their  respective  proclivities. 
But  Lord  !Russell,  in  the  address  which  he  has  lately  made  at  Newcastle, 
at  the  banquet  prepared  in  his  honor^  has  gone  a  little  further,  and 
while  professing  neutrality  as  his  doctrme.  has  undertaken  to  examine 
the  nature  of  our  struggle  and  to  predict  its  results.  According 
to  him,  it  is  a  question  between  empire  and  independence,  in  other 
words,  an  exact  repetition  of  the  war  of  1776.  Of  course,  if  the  logical 
sequence  of  all  the  other  portion  of  this  address  is  to  be  rigidly  adhered 
to,  if  the  doctrine  of  leaving  men  to  work  out  their  own  way  without  let 
or  hindrance  is  the  true  foundation  of  the  social  economy,  then  does  he 
regard  the  United  States  as  wrong,  and  the  insurgents  as  right.  The 
former  are  to  blame  if  they  seek  a  reunion,  because  they  would  tolerate 
slavery  thereby,  but  they  are  equally  to  biame  if  they  endeavor  to  con- 
trol the  disposition  to  extend  and  perpetuate  slavery.  The  alternative 
which  his  lordship's  reasoning  woiQd  seem  to  favor  is  the  concession  of 
a  social  system  based  upon  the  principle  of  the  subjection  of  one  race  of 
mankind  to  tibie  will  of  another,  a  very  remarkable  deduction  for  a  states- 
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man  claiming  as  the  reward  for  Ms  long  public  services  the  meed  of 
.  praise  for  his  consistent  advocacy  of  popnlar  rights. 

But  his  lordship  seems  to  my  poor  judgment  to  have  made  another 
mistake  in  this  speech,  in  leaving  some  ground  for  an  inference  that  there 
is,  after  all,  something  or  other  to  be  done  by  Great  Britain  towards  put- 
ting an  end  to  this  lamentable  state  of  things.  It  may  be  a  mere  fault 
of  expression,  not  altogether  unusual  with  Ms  lordsMp,  but  it  certainly 
does  seem  as  if  he  not  only  felt  that  the  Umted  States  were  wrong,  but 
tiiat  we  ought  to  be  somehow  made  sensible  that  we  were  so.  It  is  tnere- 
fore  no  cause  for  surprise  to  find  the  London  Times  of  yesterday  morning 
eagerly  catch  at  tMs  opening,  and  to  demand  what  it  is  his  lordsMp 
means  by  his  inuendo.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  tMs  case,  as  in 
that  of  Ms  speech  in  Parliament,  in  May  last,  he  has  done  the  very  thing 
wMch  he  professes  so  great  a  desire  to  avoid,  scattered  such  ambiguous 
voices  as  to  increase  the  confusion  he  declares  himself  ansdous  to  £speL 

It  is  tMs  consideration  that  gives  importance  to  the  leading  article  in 
the  London  Post  of  yesterday  morning,  a  newspaper  wMch  is  understood 
here  occasionally  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the  prime  mimster.  Lord 
Palmerston.  1  transmit  a  copy  of  that  paper  for  your  consideration, 
because  I  believe  it  to  be  intended  to  set  at  rest  any  doubts  wMch  might 
have  arisen  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  government  at  tMs  moment.  The 
reasoning,  unlike  Lord  Russell's,  is  plain  and  dear,  and  straight  to  the 
point.  Tnere  is  no  intention  to  interfere  with  the  blockade,  or  to  pro- 
nounce judgment  in  any  way  upon  the  merits  of  the  American  question. 
I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Lord  Bussell  does  not  himself  entirely 
concur  in  the  justice  of  tMs  policy.  I  believe  him  to  be  at  heart  more 
friendly  to  the  Umted  States  than  many  who  may  profess  a  great  deal 
more,  buti  am  compelled  to  admit  that  during  my  short  offlcitd  relations 
with  him,  my  experience  cannot  give  testimony  in  favor  of  his  mode  of 

admimstration. 

•  •  •  •  -     •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PBANCI8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


rFrom  Britiah  Blue  Book,  <' North  Americik,^  1862,  No.  1,  p.  102.] 

No.  no. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Bussell 

[Extract.] 

Washinoton,  November  4, 1861. 

In  my  immediately  preceding  dispatch  of  this  date,  I  have  reported  to 
your  lordship  tiie  substance  of  observations  which  Mr.  Seward  made  to 
me  the  day  before  yesterdaji,  with  regard  to  the  reception  of  confederate 
vessels  in  British  ports.  Mr.  Seward  concluded  by  saying  that  he  earn- 
estly wished  this  matter  could  be  satisfactorily  settled,  because  it  now 
constituted  the  only  "  difficulty  ^  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.  Perceiving  that  I  did  not  immediately  assent  to  this,  Mr.  Sew- 
jird  added,  "  It  is,  at  all  events,  the  only  question  we  have  against  you ; 
you  may,  perhaps,  have  something  against  us.^ 
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I  thought  it  well  to  take  advantage  of  the  opening  thus  given  to  me,  and 
to  make  some  remarks  to  Mr.  Seward  on  certain  matters  in  which  it 
ai)pears  to  me  that  the  (jourse  taken  by  the  United  States  government 
is  likely  to  have  an  unfortunate  effect  on  the  relations  between  the  two 
(Countries. 

I  said  to  Mr.  Seward  that  I  could  not  but  think  that  the  extreme 
])uiictiliousnes8  which  he  displayed  with   regard  to   communications 
between  the  British  and  French  governments  and  the  dt  facto  govern- 
ment in  the  st)utii  was  neither  politic  nor  reasonable :  the  effect  of  it 
must  l)e  to  keep  open  a  constant  soiu'ce  of  irritation.    It  was  imi)os8ible 
that  sucli  communications  shoidd  not  take  place.    Under  present  cir- 
cumstances there  was  no  authority  in  the  southern  States  which  could 
afford  protection  to  the  persons  and  i)roperty  of  the  large  number  of 
British  and  French  subjects  estsiblished  in  those  States,  except  the  so- 
called  confederate  government.    It  was  impossible,  therefore,  that  we 
should  ^'  ignore  "  the  existence  of  that  government.    The  necessary  inter- 
course with  it  had  been  hitherto  carried  on  in  the  most  unofficial  man- 
ner, and  with  the  jnost  delicate  regard  to  the  susceptibility  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  people  of  the  United  States.    Was  it  a  reasonable  ground 
of  complaint,  or  of  strong — or,  at  least,  discourteous — ^proceedings  on 
the  i)art^  of  tlie  cabinet  of  Washington!    To  put  an  extreme  case — 
which,  however,  might  not  impossibly  have  happened  in  old  times  in 
Italy — supi^ose  a  band  of  brigands  obtained  possession  of  a  town  in 
which  tliere  were  foreign  consuls,  foreign  residents,  and  foreign  prop- 
erty :  could  the  government  of  the  country  be  justly  offended  if  the  con- 
suls made  the  best  terms  they  could  for  their  countrj^men  with  the  chief 
of  the  brigands,  so  long  as  their  lives  and  fortunes  were  in  his  hands  f 
I  proceeded  to  give  some  instances  of  matters  in  which  communication 
with  the  southern  de  f(wto  authorities  was  necessary.    I  mentioned, 
among  other  cases,  that  of  British  property  on  board  a  vessel  captured 
by  a  southei-n  i)rivateer.-    Was  it  an  offense  to  the  United  States  if  the 
British  consul  should  take  steps  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  this  prop- 
erty ?    Was  it  wise  to  push  England  and  France  to  the  wall  f    What 
coidd  be  the  advantage  of  rendering  it  difficidt  to  conduct  this  neces- 
sary intercx)urse  in  the  quiet  and  unobtnisive  manner  which  had  been 
.  adopted? 

IMr.  Seward  said  that  probably  he  should  not  think  it  ne<5essary  to  take 
notice  of  an  application  from  the  restitution  of  captured  proi)erty. 


[From  Britifih  Bhic  Book,  *•  North  America,"  1862,  No.  1,  p.  111.] 

No.  124. 
Earl  R^issell  to  Messrs,  Yancey,  Rosty  and  Mann. 

Foreign  Office,  Bectmher  7, 1861. 

Lord  Russell  i)resent8  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Bost,  and 
Mr.  Maun.  He  has  htid  the  honor  to  receive  their  letters  and  inclos- 
ures'of  the  27th  and  30th  of  Xovember;  but,  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  he  must  decline  to  enter  into  finy  ofiicial  communication  with 
them. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1C8.J  Department  of  State, 

WasMngton^  January  23, 1862. 

Sir:  ••♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
We  are  embarrassed  by  the  attitude  of  the  British  government  in  regard 
to  the  entertainment  it  gives  in  its  ports  to  pirates  engaged,  without 
advantage  to  any  loyal  or  humane  interest  in  the  world,  in  destroying 
our  national  commerce — a  commerce  only  less  important  to  Great  Brftain 
than  it  is  to  the  American  people.  The  President  cannot  but  regard 
this  misfortune  as  a  consequence  of  precipitancy  on  the  part  of  the  Brit- 
ish government  which  might  well  have  be^n  avoided. 

1  wait,  however,  before  giving  you  instructions  upon  the  subject,  for 
the  advices  which  are  expected  to  indicate,  if  not  determine,  the  future 
course  of  the  British  government  in  regard  to  our  domestic  afi'airs. 
Judging  from  present  appearances,  just  what  was  required  of  us  by  for- 
eign nations  with  unreasonable  impatience  is  now  in  good  time  being 
accomplished.  Federal  forces,  strong,  well  appointed,  and  superior  in 
numbers,  with  all  the  needful  material  and  means  for  effective  action, 
confront  the  insurrection  on  every  side.  Its  resources  and  strength  are 
inadequate  to  resist  the  pressure,  and  it  is  exi)ected  soon  to  give  way. 
I  am,  sir,  youi*  obedient  8er\^ant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mn  Seward  to  Mr.  Adains. 

Ko.  179.]  Depart]m:ent  of  State, 

WasJmigton,  February  5, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  January  17  (No.  103)  fell  upon  the  department 
as  merely  a  small  part  of  the  largest  foreign  mail  ever  received  here,  and 
only  after  such  delays  as  left  insufficient  time  to  dispose  of  the  same 
before  the  departure  of  the  outgoing  steamer. 

I  approve  entirely  of  your  proceeding  in  regard  to  the  Nashville,  while 
I  hail  the  solicitude  of  the  British  government  for  the  preservation  of 
peace  in  the  British  waters  as  a  favorable  indication.  I  have  given  to 
the  Navy  Department  the  information  recc^ived  from  you  concerning  the 
probable  attempt  to  transfer  the  Nashville  to  British  owners. 

I  have  given  to  Mr.  Perry  substantially  the  same  ideas  which  I  have 
expressed  to  yourself  in  regard  to  the  uselessness  to  Eiu'opean  maritime 
powers  of  a  policy  on  their  part  which  invites  only  insurgent  privateers 
and  repels  loyal  American  commerce  from  their  ports.  It  is  easy  to  see 
that  this  is  the  effect  of  a  premature  recognition  of  the  insurrection  as 
entitled  to  belligerent  rights. 

We  hear  from  various  correspondents,  as  you  do,  that  France  proposed 
three  months  ago  to  Great  Britain  a  recognition  and  intervention  to 
break  the  blockade. 

The  communication  of  this  kind  which  a])peared  to  wear  the  highest 
character  for  authority  was  said  to  have  come  from  the  innermost  circle 
of  the  British  government.  We  have  not  ci'e<lited  it  for  this,  among 
.other  reasons,  namely:  Lord  Lyons,  who,  although  a  man  of  prudent 
reserve,  is,  at  the  same  time,  entirely  trutliful,  has  frankly  told  me  that 
he  knows  nothing  of  the  matter,  while  the  French  minister,  who  is  a 
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very  frank  and  Mendly  person,  denies  all  knowledge  of  any  snch  pur- 
pose. Further,  Mr.  Thouvenel's  communications  with  us,  made  before 
and  after  the  settlement  of  the  Trent  affair,  are  of  such  a  character  as 
to  exclude  a  belief  that  France  was.  indeed,  proposing  to  Gre^t  Britain 
a  plot  for  the  dismemberment  of  the  Union.  Moreover,  I  am  slow  to 
believe  that  either  the  government  of  France  or  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  misunderstand  the  true  interests  of  their  own  country  so  much 
as  to  desire  the  dissolution  of  the  Union^  especially  a  dissolution  to  be 
effected  by  European  intervention,  and  with  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  slaveholding  power  on  the  borders  of  the  Oaribbean  sea. 

We  have  unmistakable  evidence  that  sympathizers  with  the  secession- 
ists will  inaugurate  a  debate  and  motion  for  recognition  in  Parliament. 
"Sot  will  I  deny  that  I  indulge  some  apprehension  of  the  result.  Bul^  at 
the  same  time,  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  left  anything  undone  tnat 
could  be  done. to  enlighten  the  British  government  and  the  British  pub- 
lic upon  the  merits  of  the  question.  The  solution  of  it  must  be  left  to 
those  who  are  expected  to  assume  the  responsibility.  One  l!hing  is  cer- 
tain, so  far  as  any  Aiture  political  event  can  be,  and  that  is.  that  neither 
with  nor  without  foreign  aid  will  this  Union  be  permitted  oy  the  Amer- 
ican people  to  Ml. 

I  cannot  close  this  dispatch  without  expressing  especial  aeknowledg- 
ments  for  the  care  and  candor  with  which  you  have  sifted  the  thid^ 
rumors  of  mischief,  and  given  me  what  was  worthy  of  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  ob^ent  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

CHARLES' Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  d^.,  dtCj  (&C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  182.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

WashingUmy  February  13, 1862. 
Sm:  •*•••• 

Has  not  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  our  internal  troubles 
been  adhered  to  long  enough  f  This  is  a  question  for  the  British  gov- 
ernment. If  the  British  government  shall  still  think  it  necessary  to 
persevere,  is  it  asking  too  much  of  them  that  they  shall  lend  the  protec- 
tion of  their  courts  to  the  inforcement  of  the  neutrality  which  the 

Queen's  proclamation  commands. 

•  ,  •  •  •  #  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  dto.,  dto.,  dbc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  114.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  19, 1862. 

Sib  :  The  lateness  of  the  hour  in  which  your  dispatch  of  January  27, 
(No.  109)  was  received  rendered  a  reply  by  the  returning  mail  impossible. 
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I  am  glad  that  you  have  had  so  long  and  fi^ee  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Thouvenel.  Yoor  repoH  of  it  suggests  the  points  to  be  noticed  in  this 
dispatch: 

First.  The  subject  of  maritime  law  in  regard  to  neutrals  as  affected 
by  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  our  country. 

Second.  The  obstructions  placed  in  Charleston  harbor. 

Third.  Our  present  blockade. 

Fourth.  The  progress  and  end  of  our  military  operations. 

I  begin  by  saying  that,  in  my  view,  the  whole  diflOiculty  which  pre- 
vents correct  views  being  taken  on  these  subjects  arises  from  one  cause, 
namely,  the  fact  that  the  Eurox)ean  st>ates  have  been  from  the  first  im- 
patient of  a  civil  war  in  America,  and  have  thought  that  it  could  soonest 
be  ended  by  pursuing  a  policy  practically  discouraging  to  this  govern- 
ment. This  is  a  mistake,  against  which  we  attempted  to  caution  foreign 
powers  in  the  beginning,  earnestly,  though  respectfully.  I  have  only  to 
say  ui>on  that  point  now,  that  revolutions,  especially  those  instituted  on 
a  large  scale,  and  disturbing  a  government  that  extends  over  regions  of 
vast  extent,  will  not  accommodate  themselves  to  either  the  interested 
desires  or  the  benevolent  wishes  of  those  who  may  be  incidentally  dis- 
turbed by  them.  Of  all  human  transactions^  a  civil  war  is  that  which 
most  requires  to  be  treated  practically,  dispassionately,  and  with  patience. 

First.  The  subject  of  maritime  law  in  regard  to  neutrals  as  affiected  by 
the  present  state  of  affairs  in  our  country. 

We  remonstrated  with  the  European  states  against  recognizing  the 
insurgents  "here  as  a  belligerent  po^er,.on  the  ground  that  it  was  unne- 
cessary, and  would  injuriously  prolong  the  civil  war.  Oui-  remonstrances 
were  disregarded.  Let  European  statesmen  now  take  a  retrospection  of 
ten  months  of  war,  and  say  whether  we  were  then  in  error.  The  Sum- 
ter and  the  ]^^ashville,  outlaws  in  America,  are  found  disturbing  the 
peace  of  Europe  by  piratical  depredations  on  our  commerce — the  second 
commerce  of  the  world — ^within  sight  of  European  ports.  This  is  the 
extent  of  the  naval  strength  of  the  new  belligerent.  What  have  not 
the  European  states  lost  by  the  terror  struck  into  our  commerce  f  Is  it 
nothing  that  because  of  that  unnecessary  recognition  our  accession  to  * 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  tendered  by  an  administration  fovorable  to  neutral 
rights,  has  been  rejected  f  Look  at  the  insurrection,  now  breaking  down 
before  the  mere  array  of  national  strength  which  meets  it  on  every  side, 
and  say  whether  the  same  result  would  not  have  happened  three  months 
ago  but  for  the  hopes  of  recognition  infused  into  the  insurgents  by  their 
recognition  as  belligerents. 

The  Trent  affair,  all  the  world  sees,  was  an  accident  for  which  not  the 
least  responsibility  rests  upon  this  government.  For  a  time  our  national 
pride  and  passion  appealed  to  us  to  abandon  an  ancient  liberal  policy } 
but,  even  though  unadvised,  we  did  not  listen  to  it^  and  we  are  to-day, 
aft€a*  that  occiUTence,  as  ready  and  as  wiUing  to  join  other  maritime 
powers  in  meliorations  of  the  law,  to  the  extent  that  France  desires,  as 
we  were  before  it  happened,  and  before  the  civil  war  commenced.  Forced 
into  a  belligerent  attitude,  and  treated  as  such  by  netitral  powers^  we, 
of  course,  while  these  hostilities  last,  must  claim  for  ourselves  the  rigors 
which  other  maritime  powers  agree  to  apply  to  us  when  we  are  neutrals. 
But  even  to-day^  in  the  midst  of  this  strife,  if  the  other  powers,  includ- 
ing Great  Britam,  should  agree  to  abolish  naval  blockades  altogether 
and  forever,  and  to  exempt  private  property  from  confiscation  in  mari- 
time war,  we  are  prepared  to  consider  the  proposition.  But  we  can 
inake  no  proposition  except  as  a  whole  nation.  France  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, having  declared  the  insurgents  a  belligerent,  are  not  prepared  to 
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treat  with  us  as  more  than  a  part  of  a  nation.  Is  it  not  clear  thtft  the 
sooner  they  reconsider  that  unnecessary  step,  so*prematurely  taken,  the 
better  it  will  be  for  all  parties  concerned  f 

Ponrthly.  The  prosecution  and  end  of  the  civil  war. 

It  has  seemed  slow  and  discouraging  only  because  all  parties  aocus- 
tomed  to  peace  at  home  and  abroad,  and  more  or  less  dependent  on 
American  productions,  commerce,  and  consumption,  demanded  that  it 
should  be  brought  to  an  end  without  allowing  time  and  preparation. 
The  time,  however,  has  been  gained,  and  the  preparation  has  been  made, 
and  its  satisfiictory  results  are  aJready  known  to  the  world.  Let  the 
European  states  acknowledge  these  results,  and  concede  now  to  the 
Union  half  as  much  toleration  as  they  have  practically,  though  unin- 
tentionally, shown  to  disunion,  and  the  civil  war  wiU  come  to  an  end  at 
once.  The  insurgents  would  be  without  means,  without  credit  and 
without  power.  Loyalty  would  resume  sway  in  the  insurrectionary  States 
in  place  of  treaison,  and  the  peace  of  the  world  would  be  restored.  These 
reflections  appear  to  me  to  be  worthy  the  consideration  of  Prance.  It 
seems  to  us,  indeed,  that  France  would  consult  her  own  true  political 
interest  by  considering  them;  for  government  in  France  can  stand  on  no 
other  foundation  than  the  democratic  principle,  while  that  principle  must 
be  surrendered  as  hopeless  throughout  the  whole  world  if  it  be  allowed 
to  tail  on  this  continent.  The  material  interest  of  France  counsels  the 
consideration  of  these  suggestions.  For  France  wiU  be  prosjperous  only 
when  the  United  States  are  united  and  at  peace,  and  ttierefore  also  pros- 
perous. I  am  aware  that  I  have  presented  in  tiiis  paper  some  facts  and 
some  thoughts  contained  in  previous  dispatches,  but  I  have  thought  it 
not  unprofitable  to  bring  the  discussion  of  the  subjects  involved  into  a 
form  in  which  it  may  be  si:rt>mitted  to  Mr.  Thouvenel.  You  will  show 
him  this  paper,  and  give  him  a  copy  if  he  shall  desire  it. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <fec.,  <6c.,  dkc. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

'So.  196.]  Department  of  State, 

Washinfftany  February  27, 1862. 
Sm:   •  •  •  •  ♦  .  • 

For  our  own  part,  we  must  remain  in  the  belief  that  the  cause,  and  the 
only  cause,  of  all  the  misapprehensions  and  embarrassments  which 
have  occurred  affecting  the  two  countries  was  an  unnecessary  and  pre- 
mature concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents.  Nor  do  I 
know  how  just  such  mischiefs  as  are  now  apprehended  can  be  prevented 
in  any  way  other  than  by  revoking  that  concession.  The  time  is  favor- 
able to  that  revocation.  Let  Great  Britain  resume  the  relations  she  held 
to  us  when  this  attemi)t  at  revolution  occurred :  the  revolution,  already 
rapidly  declining,  would  in  that  case  become  extinct  at  once.  Much 
might  yet  be  restored,  and  speedily  restored,  too,  of  that  commerce  so 
useful  to  both  parties  which  the  insurrection  has  suspended.  Much 
might  yet  be  regained  of  that  friendship  and  fraternal  feeling  which 
only  so  reeently  were  regarded  by  both  parties  as  auspices  of  their  per- 
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Hianent  secnrity  in  all  their  relations,  and  of  the  advancement  of  that 
Givilization  throaghout  the  world  to  whose  progress  both  of  them  are 
pledged. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WTUJAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chablbb  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  i£o.,  <jE^.,  ite. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

2^0. 197.J  Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

WashingUm,  February  28, 1862. 

Sib  :  The  successes  of  the  Union  army  in  the  west  having  brought  the 
whole  of  Missouri  and  a  large  portion  of  Tennessee  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  and  having  abeady  opened  a  passage  for  us  into 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Arkansas,  it  has  been  determined  to-day  to 
permit  the  restoration  of  trade  upon  our  inland  ways  and  waters  under 
certain  limitations  and  restrictions,  which  may  continue  until  the  pacifica- 
tion of  the  country  shall  take  place. 

We  are  maturing  the  details  of  this  system  of  inland  trade  carefully, 
and  shall  try  its  operation  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  measures  of  a 
similar  nature,  applicable  to  the  country  on  the  sea-coast,  which  would 
be  some  alleviation  of  the  rigor  of  the  blockade. 

You  may  confidentially  bring  these  facts  to  the  notice  of  the  British 
govemmeiiit.  We  could  doubtless  go  much  fiurther  and  faster  in  the 
direction  last  indicated  if  we  could  have  any  reason  to  expect  that  con- 
cessions on  our  part  would  be  met  by  a.withdrawal,  on  the  part  of  mari- 
time nations,  of  the  belligerent  privileges  heretofore  so  unnecessarily  con- 
ceded, as  we  conceive,  to  the  insurgents. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  dke.y  <£c.,  ite. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

[Extract.] 

No.  199.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

WashinffUm,  Moflrch  6, 1862 
Sib:    •    .  •  •  •  •  • 

Of  all  foreign  nations  Great  Britain  has  the  deepest  interest  in  a  speedy 
termination  of  the  conflict  and  in  a  complete  restoration  of  our  nationed 
commerce,  as  no  other  nation  has  so  great  an  interest  in  the  relations  of 
X)ermanent  friendship  with  the  United  States.  If  Great  Britain  should 
revoke  her  decree  conceding  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents  to-day, 
this  civil  strife,  which  is  the  cause  of  all  the  derangement  of  those  rela- 
tions, and  the  only  cause  of  all  apprehended  dangers  of  that  kind,  would 
end  to-morrow.  The  United  States  have  continually  insisted  that  the 
disturbers  of  their  i)eace  are  mere  insurgents,  not  lawM  belligerents. 
This  government  neither  can  nor  is  it  likely  to  nave  occasion  to  change 
this  position,  but  her  Majesty  can,  and  it  would  seem  that  she  must, 
sooner  or  later,  desire  to  relinquish  her  position.  It  was  a  position  taken 
in  haste,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  probable  success  of  ^e  revolution. 


228  CLAIMS  AGAINST   GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  failure  of  that  revolntion  is  sufficiently  apparent.  Why  should  not 
the  position  be  relinquished,  and  the  peace  of  our  country  thus  be  allowed 
to  be  restored  f 

Do  you  think  Earl  Eussell,  astute  and  well-informed  as  he  is,  could 
name  one  single  benefit  that  Great  Britain  derives  from  maintaining  a  posi- 
tion which,  although  unintentionally,  is  so  unfriendly  and  so  injurious  to 
us,  or  that  he  could  designate  one  evil  that  would  probably  result  to  the 
country  of  whose  foreign  interests  he  is  the  guardian  from  the  resump- 
tion of  her  long-established  relations  towards  the  United  States  f  Is  it 
not  worth  your  pains  to  suggest  to  him  the  inquiry  whether  it  would  not 
be  wiser  and  better -to  remove  the  necessity  for  our  blockade  than  to  keep 
the  two  nations,  and  even  the  whole  world,  in  debate  about  the  right- 
iulness  or  the  expediency  of  attempting  to  break  it,  with  all  the  conse- 
quences of  so  hostile  a  measure  ? 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&c.,  &c.y  &c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  123.]  •  Depabtment  of  State, 

Wa^hingUm^  March  8,  1862. 

Sib:  Your  dispatch  of  February  12  (I^o.  112)  has  been  received. 
Surely  all  Europe  ought  to  onite  with  us  in  establishing  a  telegraphic 
oceanic  communication. 

You  very  ably  discuss  the  question  of  what  is  an  effective  blockade, 
while  you  suggest  to  me  the  desirableness  of  evidence  to  prove  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  one  we  have  established. 

We  cannot  know  how  many  and  what  vessels  succeed  in  running  the 
blockade,  and  without  this  information  statistics  of  the  vessels  prevented 
from  doing  so  would  be  almost  valueless.  But  the  true  test  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  blockade  will  be  tound  in  its  results.  Cotton  commands  a 
price  in  Manchester,  and  in  Bouen,  and  Lowell,  four  times  greater  than 
in  New  Orleans ;  salt,  a  price  ten  times  higher  in  Charleston  than  in 
Livei-pool.  Gold  is  worth  fifty  per  cent,  more  in  Eichmond  than  in  Kew 
York.  Nothwithstanding  the  great  outlay  of  the  insurgents  in  Europe 
for  arms,  equipments,  and  clothing,  in  addition  to  their  own  boasted 
manufactures,  the  prisoners  we  take  are  wretchedly  armed  and  clothed. 
Passengers  from  the  insurgent  States  only  escape  into  neutral  states 
across  overland  barriers.  Judged  by  this  test  of  results,  I  am  satisfied 
that  there  was  never  a  more  effective  blockade.  We  are  nevertheless 
very  desirous  to  relieve  the  commerce  of  the  world  from  our  blockade,  and 
to  restore  it  to  its  natural  and  customary  fi'eedom.  What  do  we  wait 
for  before  doing  this,  but  that  the  insurrection  shall  cease  f  W^hat  keeps 
the  insurrection  alive!  Nothing,  in  my  judgment,  but  the  treatment  of 
the  insurgents  as  lawful  belligerents  by  the  maritime  powers,  utterly  pow- 
erless as  the  former  are  to  do  any  injury  to' foreign  states.  Their  treat- 
ment as  belligerents,  while  they  are  surrounded  and  hemmed  within  a  small 
portion  of  the  United  States  by  the  Union  armies  and  navies,  is  believed 
to  be  without  precedent  as  it  is  without  necessity.  Beside  the  commer- 
cial embarrassments  which  result  from  it,  the  United  States  are  kept  in 
continual  and  often  unpleasant  and  anxious  debate  with  maritime  powers 
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whose  sympathies  cannot  bnt  be  with  them,  because  their  interests  are 

identical  with  those  of  our  own  country. 

•  ••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
William  L,  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  cfec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  203.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  March  10, 1862. 

Snt :  I  have  your  dispatch  of  February  21,  No.  119,  which  informs  me, 
first,  of  the  progress  of  the  debate  in  Parliament  concerning  the  allegea 
inefficiency  of  our  blockade.  I  have  already  treated,  sufficiently^  I  think, 
upon  that  subject.  I  will  add,  however,  first,  that  I  am  credibly  mformea 
that  the  commander  of  the  French  fleet  in  our  waters  inspected  the  block- 
ade, and  thereupon  stated  to  Mr.  Mercier  that  it  is  as  eftective  as  it  could 
be  made  by  any  navy  in  the  world.  Second,  Memphis  newspapers  pub- 
lish telegrams  from  New  Orleans  which  they  state  that  gold  is  at  a  pre- 
mium there  of  sixty  to  sixty-five  per  cent. 

•  •  •  •      *  •  • 

I  fall  back  upon  the  ground  assumed  in  my  recent  dispatches.  There 
is  no  need  for  further  losses  and  sufferings  in  Europe  by  reason  of  our 
domestic  troubles,  and  consequently  no  need  for  a  continuance  of  the 
disturbance  of  relations  between  the  maritime  states  of  Europe  and  our- 
selves. Let  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  rescind  the 
decrees  which  concede  belligerent  rights  to  a  dwindling  faction  in  this 
country,  and  all  their  troubles  will  come  to  a  speedy  end. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.j  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  209.]  Department  of  State, 

Washifigtonj  March  15, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  February  28,  'No.  124,  has  been  received.  The 
information  which  it  brings  of  the  improved  condition  of  public  opinion 
in  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  our  domestic  affairs  is  highly  gratifying. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  dispatch  the  Union  forces  have  gained  decided 
advantages.  The  financial  and  moral  as  well  as  the  physical  elements 
of  the  insurrection  seem  to  be  rapidly  approaching  exhaustion.  Now, 
when  we  so  clearly  see  how  much  of  its  strength  was  derived  from  the 
hope  of  foreign  aid,  we  are  brought  to  lament  anew  the  precipitancy  with 
which  foreign  powers  so  unnecessarily  conceded  to  it  belligerent  rights. 
The  President  trusts  that  you  are  sparing  no  efforts  to  convince  Barl 
.Bussell  that  the  time  has  come  when  that  concession  can  be  revoked 
with  safety  to  Great  Britain  and  advantage  to  the  great  material  interests 
of  that  country. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLiM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£c.,  c£c.,  itc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  210.1  Department  of  State, 

WashinfftoHy  March  17, 1862. 

Sm :  Your  dispatch  of  February  27,  Fo.  123,  has  been  received.  I 
have  communicated  to  the  navy  the  information  it  gives  concerning  the 
Oreto. 

The  occupation  of  so  many  of  the  southern  ports  having  been  effected 
by  our  forces,  and  all  of  the  others  b^ing  now  effectually  invested^  I  ap- 
prehend that  the  illicit  traflSc  which  has  been  so  flagrantly  earned  on 
from  British  ports  will  come  to*  an  end. 

It  is  difficult  for  ns  to  understand  here  why  the  maritime  powers  ia 
Europe  do  not  at  once  rescind  their  decisions  concerning  belligerent 
rights  to  insurgents  who  cannot  send  forth  or  receive  one  single  vessel 
either  for  purposes  of  war  or  of  commerce. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

GhablAs  VjiANiSm  ADAMft,. Esq.,  dke.y  dkc.j  &o^ 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  129.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSj  Mwrch  25, 1862. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatcher  Nos.  118, 119,  and  120  were  received  by  me  on 
the  21st  instant,  and  yet  the  contents  of  118  and  120  have'noty  up  to  this 
date,  been  communicate  to  Mr.  Thouvenel.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact 
that  I  received  notice,  on  Sunday  last,  that  he  would  not  receive  me 
until  Friday  he:stt,  and  I  did  not  feel  that  the  dispatehes  were  of  a  nature 
to  justify  a  call  for  a  special  interview. 

In  the  meain  time  the  Emperor,  without  applicatiOGft  on  my  part,  by  a 
note  from  his  ebamberlain,  signified  to  me  that  he  would  receive  me  to- 
day at  2  p.  m.  Of  course  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity,  and  have 
just  returned  from  this  i)ersonal  interview.  I  was  most  kindly  received, 
and  he  said  at  once  that  he  had  wished  to  have  a  talk  with  me  about 
cotton,  and  the  prospect  of  opening  our  ports.  He  spoke  again  of  the 
great  inconvenience  connected  with  the  existing  condition  of  things, 
and  feared  it  would  not  speedily  come  to  an  end :  that  the  war  might  yet 
be  a  long  one.  He  referred,  too,  to  the  probaoility  of  the  South's  de- 
stroying its  cotton,  &c.  These,  of  course,  are  old  matters^  and  I  refer  to 
them  only  as  coming  now  directly  from  his  Ms^esty.  In  reply,  I  thanked 
him  for  the  opportunity  of  a  direct  personal  conference,  and  assured  him 
again  of  the  confidence  of  our  government  in  the  early  suppression  of 
the  insurrection.  As  to  the  burning  of  the  cotton,  I  told  him  that  it 
might  be  and  doubtless  would  be  done  to  a  limited  extent,  but  that 
little  confidence  was  to  be  placed,  in  my  judgment,  upon  the  blustering 
resolutions  and  loud  talk  of  southern  people  upon  this  subject;  that  I 
did  not  doubt,  if  we  got  possession  of  the  country,  enough  of  cotton 
would  remain  to  supply  the  present  European  want.  I  then  read  to  him 
your  dispatches  118  and  120.  fie  was  aware  that  an  army  and  fleet  were  on 
their  way  by  sea  to  New  Orleans,  and  asked,  if  we  took  that  city,  whether 
I  thought  they  would  then  get  a  supply  of  cotton.  I  told  him  1  had  little 
doubt  of  it  5  that  you  had  always  represented  that  when  we  took  pos- 
session of  tiie  country  in  which  the  ports  were  located  the  blockade 
would  be  removed,  and  when  removed  I  thought  that  cotton,  to  a  consid- 
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erableestent,  would  come  f€»rwaffd.  I  tliencaJled  his  attention  partieaLsurly 
tOrthe  suggestion  in  the  latter  part  of  yoivp  confidential  di^atch  !No.  120.  £ 
told  him  we  honestly  believed  that  if  a  proclamation  by  France  and  Sngland 
withdrawing  belligerent  rights  from  the  insurrectionists  should  be  made, 
the  insunsection  would  collapse  at  once ;  that  it  was  the  moral  support  odIj 
which  that  eoncession  had  given  them  t^at  had  sustained  them  so  fear  ;- 
that  they  had  always  h)oked  to  it  as  a  first  step  towards  their  final 
recognition  as  an  independent  power.  I£  the  concession  were  with- 
drawn, I  believed,  as  an  equival^t,  the  blockade  would  be  raised  at  an. 
early  day.  He  said  the  concession,  of  belligerent  rights  was  made  upoa 
au  understanding  with  England ;  that  some  legal  questions  were  involved 
in  it  originally,  md  that  he  would  have  tO:  speak  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  about 
them.  I  called  his  attention  to  the  fe^^t  that  the  confederate  flag  had 
been  scarcely,  if  at  all,  seen  in  a  pcMrt  of  France ;  that  they  had  a^ost 
uo  commerce  upoa  the  ocean  and  scarcely  the  pretense  of  a  navy ;  that 
the  two  vessels,  (Nashville  and  Sumter,)  which  had  alone  been  in  Euro- 
pean waters,  had  demeaned  themselves  ^  pirates  irather  tlian  as  ships 
«f  war;  that  a  withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  would,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, take  fiirom  the  South  no  material  advantage:  it  would  (mly 
deprive  them  of  the  countenance  aod  moral  support  or  other  nations. 
The  Emperor  replied  that  he  must  frankly  say,  when  the  insurrection 
broke  out  and  this  concession  of  belligerent  rights  was  made,  he  did  npt 
suppose  the  Korth  would  swx^eed;  that  it  was  the  general  belief  of 
statesmen  in  Europe  that  the  two  sections  would  never  come  together 
again.  This  belief^  li^  intimated,  was  a  principal  reason  why  this  conces- 
sion of  beUiger^it  rights  was  then  granted.  He  said  now  it  was  a  large 
country,  astd  for  that  reason  difficiSt  to  subdue.  I  told  him  (as  I  had 
befiHre  told  Mr.  Thouvenel,  in  answer  to  the  same  objection)  that  we  did 
uot  need  to  seize  hold  of  a  man's  entire  bodg^  to  con^l  him ;  that  if  we 
grasped  firmly  any  sensitive  extremities  it  was  enough.;  that  he  had 
controlled  Bussia  for  the  time  being  by  taking  possession  of  SebastopoL 
I  then  called  his  attrition  to  the  few  ports  in  the  South,  and  the  effect 
<^  seizing  and  holding  them^-excluding  from  the  outer  world  the  people 
of  the  interior  whose  entire  surplus  industry  was  devoted  to  raising 
articles  for  export.  This  advantage,  in  connection  with  the  fact  of  the 
unquestionable  existence  of  a  large  tlmon  element  in  parts  of  the  South, 
would,  I  thought,  bring  them  into  the  Union  again.  Without  express- 
ing any  opinion  upon  these  matters^  he  said  he  would  think  of  them, 
but  hoped  in  the  mean  time  that  something  would  be  done  by  us  to 
relieve  the  difficidties  here  growing  ovX>  of  the  want  of  cotton.  I  have 
heretofore  expressed  my  earnest  and  perhaps  somewhat  urgeut  wish 
that  this  hope  may  be  realized. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLUM  U  DAYTON. 
Hon.  WiLLUM  H,  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  nf  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Eztraots.] 

ISa.  133.]  Ds?ABTM£NX  OF  Statb, 

Wa9hmgtmj  Marcii  26,  1862. 

SSK :  Your  dispatch  of  March  4  (No.  124)  is  received.    It  brings  a 
eaaiiial  ooinversation  with  which  you  were  favored  by  his  Msyesty  the 
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Emperor.  While  it  was  unquestionably  proper  that  the  President  should 
be  informed  of  the  conversation,  it  wiU  be  for  Mr.  ThouveneJ  to  decide 
whether  he  will  entertain  my  comments  upon  it. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  say  that  the  remarks  of  his  Majesty  on  that  occasion, 
like  the  other  communications  which  he  has  personally  made  to  you,  are 
manifestly  sincere,  grave,  and  earnest. 

The  substance  of  those  remarks  is,  that  he  is  very  solicitous  for  an 
early  termination  of  our  domestic  difficulties,  because  they  are  producing 
effects  very  injurious  to  the  prosperity,  and  even  calculated  to  disturb 
the  tranquillity,  of  the  French  empire. 

We  have  not  been  inattentive  observers  of  recent  occurrences  in  France, 
and  thus  we  have  become  aware  of  the  distress  which  prevails  in  many 
of  the  districts  of  that  country,  and  of  the  jwpular  movements  which  it 
has  produced.  While  his  Majesty  would  probably  admit  that  other  cir- 
cumstances have  combined  with  our  unhappy  civil  strife  in  producing 
that  distress,  I  am  not  at  all  disposed  to  deny  that  a  large  share  of  it  is 
justly  attributable  to  the  latter  cause.  I  can  also  very  easily  understand 
how  naturally  those  classes  of  the  French  population  which  are  most 
immediately  affected  trace  all  their  troubles  to  that  cause  alone. 

In  behalf  of  the  President,  I  can  say,  with  the  utmost  frankness  and 
sincerity,  that  he  has  not  indulged  a  sentiment  or  a  feeling  during  all 
our  troubles  that  was  not  earnestly  generous  and  jfriendly  towards  all 
foreign  states,  and  especially  so  towaMs  the  government  and  the  people 
of  France.  Indeed,  it  could  not  have  been  otherwise;  for  we  have 
learned  by  painful  and  anxious  experience  that  the  ffrst  interests  of 
every  state  are  security  and  peace.  Moreover,  although  the  policy  of 
France  during  our  trials  has  not  always  been  such  as  in  the  great  straits 
through  which  we  have  passed  we  could  entirely  approve,  yet^  on  review- 
ing the  events  of  the  year,  I  am  able  to  admit  that  that  pohcy  was  not 
unnaturally  regarded  by  the  Emperor  as  necessary  under  the  aspect 
which  our  affairs  assumed  abroad.  I  can  recall  not  one  instance  of  dis- 
ingenuousness  or  unkindness  towards  us  in  the  intercourse  which  has 
taken  place  during  that  period  between  the  two  countries.  Moreover, 
revolutions  are  epidemical  5  and,  although  we  deem  our  own  country  to 
be  now  on  the  return  to  a  condition  of  order  and  repose,  we  are  not  sure 
that  new  distractions  would  not  befall  us  if  revolutions  should  break  out 
in  western  Europe.  The  United  States  are  thus  bound  to  desire  the 
peace  of  all  other  nations.  The  Emperor  may,  therefore,  rest  assured 
that  this  government  is  not  merely  not  indifferent  to  tne  wishes  he 
expresses,  but  is  desirous  so  to  direct  its  proceedings  as  to  meet  and 

gratify  them. 

•  •••••••• 

You  wiU  reassure  the  French  government  of  the  disposition  and  pur- 
pose of  the  President  to  remove  the  extraordinary  restraints  which  have 
been  laid  upon  commerce,  just  so  far  and  so  fast  as  it  can  be  done  com- 
patibly with  the  attainment  of  the  sole  object  of  the  contest  on  our 
part,  namely,  the  re-establishment  of  the  Union. 

It  would  be  disingenuous  to  close  this  communication  without  adding 
that  now,  as  heretofore,  it  is  the  ton  opinion  of  the  President  that  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  Emperor  of  France  himself  to  render  it  absolutely 
certain  that  the  efforts  this  government  is  thus  making  for  the  paciffca- 
tion  of  the  insurgent  region  shaU  be  crowned  with  immediate  and  com- 
plete success.  The  insurgents,  hemmed  in  on  all  sides,  without  possess- 
ing a  port  or  any  other  egress,  and  ruined  and  demoralized,  as  they  are, 
are  not  any  longer,  enren  if  at  any  previous  time  they  have  been,  entitled 
to  the  forbearance  of  foreign  powers  as  a  public  belligerent.    Their  per- 
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sistence  in  resisting  the  government  of  their  country  depends  on  the 
groundless  hope  of  foreign  intervention  which  they  indulge.  So  long  as 
they  are  regarded  by  foreign  nations  as  a  belligerent,  they  wiU  not  relin- 
quish all  expectation  of  such  intervention.  This  view,  however,  has 
been  already  submitted  to  his  Majesty  more  than  once,  and  it  is  there- 
fore unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  it,  or  to  re-enforce  the  arguments  in 
support  of  it  heretofore  advanced.  A  new  argument,  however,  offers 
itself  at  the  moment  when  I  am  closing  this  dispatch.  Information 
comes  from  Florida  that  the  people  of  that  State,  whose  ports  and  har- 
bors have  an  importance  in  regard  to  commerce  only  inferior  to  their 
value  in  regard  to  naval  defense,  are  already  taking  the  incipient  mea- 
sures for  a  renunciation  of  disunion  and  a  complete  restoration  of  the 
authority  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

I  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfco.,  <fec.,  &o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

No.  135.]  Legation  of  the  'United  States, 

London,  March  27,  1862. 
Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am  bound  to  notice,  in  several  of  your  late  dispatches,  a  strong  dis- 
X>osition  to  press  upon  the  British  government  an  argument  for  a  retrac- 
tion of  its  original  error  in  granting  to  the  rebels  the  rights  of  a  bellig- 
erent. There  may  come  a  moment  when  such  a  proceeding  might  seem 
to  me  likely  to  be  of  use.  But  I  must  frankly  confess  that  I  do  not  see 
it  yet.  The  very  last  speech  of  Lord  Eussell  in  the  House  of  Lords  is, 
from  beginning  to  end,  inspired  by  an  opposite  idea.  The  final  disrup- 
tion of  the  United  States  and  the  ultimate  recognition  of  the  seceding 
States  are  as  visible  in  every  word  of  that  address  as  they  were  in  the 
letter  of  the  same  nobleman  to  Mr.  Edwards  on  the^  14th  of  May  last. 
Lord  Palmerston  ha«  entertained  the  same  conviction.  •  •  •  The 
foreign  policy  of  the  government,  upon  which  its  friends  almost  exclu- 
sively depend  for  what  is  left  it  of  popularity  in  the  nation,  rests  upon 
this  basis.  •  •  •  For  these  reasons  I  respectfiilly  submit  to  your 
consideration  my  doubts  about  the  expediency  of  moving  in  this  direction 
now.  Indeed,  should  it  so  happen  that  the  existing  indications  of  an 
early  termination  of  the  struggle  continue  to  multiply,  there  will  be  little 
occasion  for  fiui3her  remonstrance  of  any  kind  here;  for  the  disposition 
to  help  a  party,  once  that  it  is  felt  to  be  certainly  sinking,  is  not  very 
common  among  either  political  or  commercial  men;  and  there  are  no 
others  in  Great  Britain  who  would  stop  to  shed  a  tear  over  the  fallen 
fortunes  of  the  quasi  belligerent  of  their  own  creation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  DoAfUm  to  Mr*,  Seward, 

[Ettract.] 
No.  131.]  LBGiATION  of  the  UNITED'  STATES, 

Paris^  March  31, 1862. 

Sm:  #••##•• 

I  again  called  Hs  (Mr.  ThowvenePs)  attention  to  the  propriety  of  Ms 
governmeAt's  retracing  its  steps  in  regard  to  its  concession  to  the  insur- 
rectionists of  belligerent  rights,  referring  Mm  to  the  considerations  in 
reference  thereto'  stated  in  yonr  dispatches.  He  gave  me  no  reason  to 
suppose  they  would  at  present  comply  with  this  request.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  said  that  it  would  scarcely  be  worthy  of  a  great  power,  now 
that  the  South  was  beaten,  tO' withdraw  a  concession  made  to  them  in 
thdr  day  of  str^agth.  I  asked  him,  in  reply,  how  long  this  concession 
was  to  last!  how  far  it  was  ^speeted  we  should  go  in  crushing  out  this 
rebellion  before  it  would  be  withdra,wn  I  I  said  that  it  might  well  hap- 
-pen  that,  even  after  the  southern  ports  were  in  our  hands  and  their  armies 
subdued,  that  bodies  of  men — ^brigands  and  guerillas — ^nright  be  found  in 
arms  in  some  sections  of  the  country,  and  I  begged  to  know  whether 
they  were  then  yet  to  be  considered  as  a  "belligerent  power  I  ^  whether 
their  flag  was  yet  to  be  respected  f  He  said  it  wa^  impossible  to  answer 
these  questions  without  conference  with  England;  that  they  had  acted 
in  these  matters  upon  an  understanding  throughout.  But,  he  said,  if  we 
took  possession  of  the  poirts,^  the  war  would  he  altogether  intemal,  diBd 
France  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it;  that  if  we  had  the  ports  in  our 
possession,  no  southern  cruisers  could  get  out^  and  the  recognition  of 
their  flag  would  practically  be  a  matter  of  no  importance.  I  told  him 
that  some  Cruisers  were  already  out — ^the  Sumter^  lor  instance.  ^^C^," 
•  said  he,  "  she  is  fast ;  she  can't  move."  I  then  told  him  that^  aside  fnm 
foreign  ports,  from  sundry  points  upon  ocur  owik  eoast,  (not  p^rta  by  law,) 
small  armed  craft  might  steal  out  to  prey  upcm  our  coasting  trade,  if 
their  right  to  do  so  was  recognized  by  maritime  nations.  This  mct^ 
together  with  the  countenance  aad  moral  support  which  the  c(meession 
of  belligerent  rights  gave  to  the  rebellion,  made  it  most  desirable  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States  that  it  should  be  ended.  He  seemed 
to  think  that  we  attached  an  undue  importance  to  this.  He  said  that 
their  own  consuls  reported  to  them  that  the  South  were  very  miuch  dis^ 
satisfied  with  France;  that  they  complained  that  they  had  been  badly 
treated,  and  threatened  even  to  send  their  consuls  and  citizens  out  of  the 
country.  He  said,  fdrthermore,  that  we  knew  very  well  that  all  the  sym- 
pathies of  France  and  her  people  had  been  with  the  Korth  from  the 
beginning,  and  we  could  yet  see  how  these  sympathies  tended  firom  the 
m^e  in  which  the  commissioners  of  the  South  had  been  received  here. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  K  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secreiary  of  8taU. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

ITo;  217.]  Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washifigton,  March  31, 1862. 

Sm:  I  transmit  to  you  Berewith,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  a 
diBpatch*  of  the  26th  in  8tant,  addressed  by  this  department  to  the  minis- 
ter o§  the  United  States  at  Paris,  relative  to  his  conversation  on  a  late 
occasion  "vrith  the  Emperor  of  the  French  touching  our  domestic  difficul- 
ties. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chables  Fbangis  Adabis,  Esq.,  £0.^  (60.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.} 

Na  21ft]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  1, 1862. 

I  have  not  failed  to  see  that  every  wrong  this  country  has  been  called 
to  endure  at  the  hands  of  any  foreign  power  has  been  a  natural,  if  not  a 
logical,  consequence  of  the  first  grave  error  which  that  power  committed 
in  conce^ng  to  an  insurrection^  which  would  otherwise  have  been  ephe- 
meral, the  rights  of  a  public  belligerent.  It  has  seemed,  therefore,  to  be 
wise,  as  weU  as  more  dignified^  to  nrgB  the  retro^ssion  upon  theft  false 
step,  rather  than  to  elaborate  complaints  of  the  ii\juries  which  have  fol- 
krwed  it. 

I  shaU  not^  in  any  ea<se^  be  willing  to  assume  as  tnie  the  imbUc  inter- 
pretation of  the  proeeediBgs  of  the  government  which  imputea  their 
origin  to  a  sentiment  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  British  people.  Such 
a  sentiment  would  be  so  unworthy  of  a  great  nation,  and  so  fatal  to  aU 
hopes  of  concert  between  that  nation  and  our  own.  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  freedom^  civilization,  and  humanity^  that  1  prefer  to  find  the 
cause  of  any  injustice  of  which  we  have  to  complain  in  a  failure  of  the 
British  government  itself  to  understand  the  true  character  and  condition 
of  the  unhappy  civil  strife  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Earl  Bussell,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  debate  to  which  you  have 
alluded^  expressed  the  belief  that  this  country  is  large  enough  for  two 
independent  nations,  and  the  hope  that  this  government  will  assent  to  a 
peaceful  separation  firom  the  insurrectionary  states.  A  very  brief  sojourn 
among  us.  with  an  observation  of  our  mountains,  rivers,  and  coasts,  and 
some  stuuy  of  our  social  condition  and  habits,  would  be  sufficient  to  sat- 
isfy him,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  country  is  not  too  large  for  one  such 
people  as  this,  and  that  it  is,  and  must  always  be,  too  small  for  two  dis- 
tinct nations  until  the  people  shall  have  become  so  demoralized  by  faction 
that  they  are  ready  to  enter  the  course  which  leads  through  continued 
subdivision  to  ultimate  anarchy*  All  the  British  speculations  assume 
that  the  political  elements  which  have  been  brought  into  antagonism 
here  are  equal  in  vigor  and  endurance.  ]S'othing,  however,  is  more  cer- 
tain than  that  freedom  and  slavery  are  very  unequal  in  these  qualities, 
and  that  when  these  diverse  elements  are  eliminated,  the  former  from 

*  See  diBpateh  fram  Mr.  ftewflid  to  Mr.  Daytm,  Ka  133,  Msreh  96|  186S,  tm$^ 
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the  canse  of  sedition,  and  the  latter  from  the  cause  of  the  government, 
then  the  government  must  prevail,  sustained  as  it  is  by  the  co-operating 
sentiments  of  loyalty,  of  national  pride,  interest,  ambition,  and  the  per- 
manent love  of  peace. 

These  opinions  were  early  communicated  to  the  British  government, 
80  far  as  it  was  proper  to  express  them  in  correspondence  with  a  foreign 
state.  That  government  seems  to  have  acted  upon  different  convictions. 
The  time  has  probably  come  for  the  practical  determination  of  the  great 
issue  which  has  thus  been  joined.  Although  the  past  seventy  years  of 
the  life  of  the  United  States  were  years  of  prosperity,  yet  an  unhappy 
alienation  prevailed  during  all  that  time  between  them  and  Great  Britain. 
I  see  the  United  States  now  resuming  their  accustomed  career  by  a 
renewal  of  the  principles  on  which  their  existence  depends.  I  doubt  not 
that  their  future  progress  will  be  even  more  prosperous  than  the  past. 
Let  it  be  our  endeavor  to  extirpate  the  seeds  of  animosity  and  cultivate 
relations  of  friendship  with  a  nation  that,  however  perversely  it  may 
seem  to  act  for  a  time,  can  really  have  no  interest  or  ambition  perma- 
nently conflicting  with  our  own. 

I  am,  sir,  your  6bedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc,  c£;c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  140.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londouj  April  3, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  209,  210,  and  211.  They  make  particular  refer- 
ence only  to  one  subject,  the  revocation  by  Great  Britain  of  her  recogni- 
tion of  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent.  I  have  already  in  my  dispatch, 
No.  135,  of  the  27th  of  March,  submitted  my  views  on  the  inexpediency 
of  pressing  the  subject  at  this  time.  After  consultation  with  some  qf  our 
friends,  I  still  adhere  to  the  opinion.  A  few  weeks  more  of  news  like 
that  we  have  received  for  some  time  back  may  dispose  of  it  without  fur- 
ther difflculty.  On  the  other  hand,  a  contrary  current  would  subject  us 
to  needless  mortification  in  a  refasal.  There  is  no  change  worthy  of  note 
in  the  state  of  affairs  here. 
•  •  •  •  •■•  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

OHABLES  FEAN^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract] 

No.  228.]  Department  of  State, 

Washitigtonj  April  14, 1862. 

•  ••  •  •  «  •  •  •  • 

While  the  President  feels  well  assured  that  in  any  case  the  opening  of 
our  ports,  following  the  anticipated  successes  of  our  arms,  is  not  distant. 
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he  is  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  it  might  be  safely  conceded  at  once^ 
if  the  expectations  of  recognition  of  sovereignty  by  the  principal  mari- 
time powers,  which  the  insurgents  have  built  upon  their  first  recognition 
as  bdligerents,  were  remov^.  We  are  aware  that  the  action  of  the 
maritime  powers  in  the  direction  proposed  must  probably  depend  on  their 
coming  to  the  conviction  that  the  insurgent  cause  has  so  far  failed  as  to 
render  their  ultimate  success  in  casting  off  tlie  federal  authority  hopeless. 
It  is  the  object  of  this  pax>er  to  enable  you  to  show  the  British  govern- 
ment that  such  is  the  actual  situation  of  affairs  in  this  country.  Your 
dispatch  now  before  me  intimates  the  opinion  on  your  part  that  it  would 
be  indiscreet  at  the  date  of  that  paper  to  raise  the  question.  A  month 
full  of  military  successes,  resulting  in  great  changes  in  the  situation  of 
the  parties,  has,  however,  elapsed  since  you  received  the  information  upon 
which  that  opinion  was  founded,  and  I  am  instructed  to  present  the  sub- 
ject again,  leaving  you,  however,  absolutely  free  to  determine  for  your- 
self the  time  and  the  manner  when  and  in  which  you  will  bring  it  to  the 
attention  of  Earl  Bussell.  The  President  well  understands  that  partisan 
and  even  national  interests  existing  in  Great  Britain,  and  at  the  same 
time  imperfectly  understood  here,  must  have  much  influence  upon  the 
exercise  of  the  (flscretion  thus  confided  to  you.  His  object  will  be  attained 
if  you  are  only  armed  with  the  facts  and  the  arguments  proper  for  the 
occasion  when  it  shall  seem  to  yourself  to  have  arrived. 
•  •  •  «  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec  dtc^  dte. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  138.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtouy  April  15, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  March  25  (No.  129)  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President. 

It  relates  to  a  conversation  which  you  held  with  the  Emperor  on  the 
25th  of  March  la«t. 

The  President  is  pleased  with  the  fact  that  you  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity, under  favoring  circumstances,  to  submit  his  opinion  concerning  the 
desirableness  of  a  revocation  of  the  imperial  decree,  by  which  the  insur- 
gents were  recognized  as  a  public  belligerent. 

Tbe  Emperor  is  understood  to  have  avowed  in  that  conversation  that 
this  decree  was  made  upon  the  assumption,  then  commonly  held  by 
European  statesmen,  that  this  government  would  be  unable  to  maintain 
the  authority  of  the  American  Union.  After  discussing  the  changed 
condition  of  affairs,  so  far  as  it  was  then  visible  in  Europe,  his  Majesty 
reverted  to  the  question  so  naturally  presented  to  his  mind,  whether  cot- 
ton would  be  speedily  procured  from  the  United  States  when  the  national 
forces  shall  have  come  into  occupation  of  the  ports  in  the  so-called  cot< 
ton  States. 

I  am  instructed  now  to  give  you  a  more  full  and  particular  survey  of 
our  military  position  as  it  is  at  the  present  moment,  to  enable  you  to 
show  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  that  it  is  such  as  authorizes  friendly  nations  to 
assume^  as  a  fact,  the  certainty  of  the  flEiilure  of  the  insurrection. 


238  CLAIMS  JlGAIN8T  GOtEAT  BBITAIN. 

Secooadly,  I  am  to  «how  you  how  the  immediate  commercial  interest 
of  France  is  involved  in  an  early  revocation  of  the  concession  of  bellig- 
erent rights  to  the  insorgeats. 

•  •  .•  «  «  « 

We  think  we  may  safely  submit  to  maritime  nations  the  qaestion, 
whether  there  is  any  longer  the  lea«t  ground  to  apprehend  a  ^ilure  of 
this  government  to  restore  the  federal  authority  in  the  revolutionary  sec- 
tion, and  to  maintain  and  preserve  the  federal  Union.  If  this  is  so,  is  it 
generous,  just,  or  wise  for  friendly  states  any  longer  to  recognize  the 
insurgents  as  a  public  beUigerentl 

The  questions  how  soon  cotton  can  be  gotten,  and  how  much  cotton, 
of  course,  depend  mainly  upon  the  point  how  soon,  and  how  completely, 
the  insurrection  shall  cease.  The  Emperor  of  France  need  not  be  told 
that  terror  precedes  and  desolation  follows  the  track  of  armies,  and  ^at 
when  war  has  ceased,  industry  resumes  its  haunts  and  habits  just  in  the 
degree  that  they  have  left  unexhausted  tiie  resources  of  the  country. 

We  have  seen  that  the  insui'gents  threaten  to  destroy  the  cotton  already 
in  store,  and  to  prevent  the  new  planting  of  that  important  staple.  Why  ? 
There  is  a  reason  frankly  assigned  by  them,  namely,  to  compel  France 
and  Great  Britain  to  become  t£eir  allies  in  a  war  against  our  own  coun- 
try. Why  do  they  still  dream  that  such  alliances  are  yet  possible! 
Only  because  they  have  seen  France  and  Great  Britain  seem  to  hesitate 
whether  to  look  for  cotton  through  the  overthrow  of  the  Union  or  through 
its  success  in  arms.  In  the  President's  opinion,  •it  is  this  attitude  of 
maritime  powers  alone  that  now  prolongs  the  war.  The  war  will  indeed 
speedily  come  to  an  end,  in  which  the  Union  will  triumph,  even  though 
that  attitude  of  friendly  nations  remains  unchanged;  but  the  end  would 
foUow  all  of  a  sudden  the  change  of  attitude.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  blockade  might  be  safely  removed,  and  cotton,  tobacco^  and  other 
southern  productions  left  to  flow  fi'eely  out  of  the  southern  ports,  if  com- 
mercial states  should  now  come  to  the  conclusion  to  know  and  regard 
the  flag  of  the  Union  as  the  only  one  in  our  country  entitled  to  be  known 
in  their  commercial  and  political  intercourse. 

It  is  proper  that  you  should  be  informed  that  a  dispatch,  essentially 
similar  to  tibiis,  has  been  transmitted  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  instructions  to 
exercise  his  discretion  as  to  the  time  when  its  suggestions  shall  be  com- 
municated to  the  British  government.  You  wiU  exercise  a  like  discre- 
tion on  your  part 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Datton,  Esq.,  <&o.,  d^.,  i&c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Sewa/rd. 

Fo.  144.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  16, 1862. 

SiB :  I  have  this  morning  received  dispatches  from  the  department, 
numbered  from  214  to  217,  inclusive.  I  yesterday  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing the  expected  conference  with  Lord  Kussell.  I  began  by  reading  to 
him  the  copy  of  your  dispatch,  No.  8,  containing  instructions  to  Mr.  Bur- 
lingame,  in  China,  agreeably  to  your  direction,  and  I  made  an  offer  to 
leave  a  copy  with  him,  which  he  accepted. 

I  then  opened  the  main  topic  with  which  I  was  charged.  I  expressed 
to  his  lordship  my  reluctance  to  touch  upon  any  subject  which  looked 
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like  complaint  at  this  time,  when  everything  was  so  qoiet  between  the 
two  countries,  but  it  seemed  to  be  the  duty  of  public  men  not  to  confine 
themselves  merely  to  the  stady  of  the  present.  If  there  were  reasons  to 
suspect  the  existence  of  causes  of  irritation  which  might  lead  to  serious 
difterenoes  between  nations,  even  at  a  remote  period,  it  was  the  part  of 
prudence  to  make  an  early  enort  to  remove  them.  In  this  sense  I  desired 
to  ^peak  of  the  tendency  of  the  efforts  continually  making  here,  reports 
of  which  were  sent  by  evei^  steamer  to  America,  to  supply  to  the  insur- 
gents the  means  of  persevering  in  their  resistance  to  the  government.  It 
could  not  admit  of  a  doubt  that  their  hopes  of  final  success,  though  much 
weakened,  were  still  buoyed  up  by  the  encouragement  obtained  in  the 
supplies  from  here.  On  the  other  hand,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
drew  inferences  of  a  hostile  disposition  to  them  in  a  corresponding  degree 
from  the  same  sources.  I  was  bound  in  frankness  to  add  that  the  vari- 
ous occurrences  which  confirm  this  notion  were  too  apt  to  revive  the  rec- 
ollection of  the  original  measure  to  which  they  were  traced  as  natural 
consequences.  I  had  reason  to  believe  the  government  to  be  so  strongly 
con^dnced  of  the  fact  that  the  original  recognition  of  the  rebels  as  a  he\- 
ligerent  was  their  only  remaining  moral  support,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty 
once  more  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. Although  I  had  heretofore  received  repeated  requests  so  to  do, 
I  had  been  indisposed  to  press  it,  from  a  belief  that  any  such  movement 
would  be  unavailing.  In  a  late  visit  to  Paris,  however,  where  I  had  con- 
ferred with  Mr.  Dayton,  I  had  learned  from  him  that  in  a  personal  con- 
versation with  the  Empieror,  in  the  course  of  which  the  latter  had  repre- 
sented the  urgency  of  the  necessity  for  cotton,  he  had,  in  reply,  dwelt 
upon  the  difficulties  experienced  from  the  effects  of  the  Emperor's  recog- 
nition of  the  belligerent  right  of  the  rebels  in  prolonging  the  war,  and 
had  pressed  for  the  withdrawal  of  it.  The  Emperor  had  not  shown  him- 
self averse  to  entertaining  the  question,  but  had  referred  to  his  co-opera- 
tion with  Great  Britain  and  to  the  necessity  it  imposed  of  consultation 
with  it  in  this  case.  The  knowledge  of  this  fact  had  determined  me  on 
my  side  to  propose  the  same  thing  here.  I  should  not  go  into  any  repe- 
tition of  the  argument  on  the  subject,  but  should  content  myself  with 
expressing  the  conviction  that  nothing  would  more  conduce  to  establish 
perfect  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  accelerate 
the  reopening  of  the  customary  intercourse  and  trade  between  the  two 
countries,  than  such  a  step. 

His  lordship  alluded,  first,  to  my  report  of  Mr.  Dayton's  conversation 
with  the  Emperor.  He  presumed  it  was  confidential,  and  therefore  he 
could  take  no  cognizance  of  it.  All  that  he  was  bound  to  know  was 
what  had  been  mentioned  by  Mr.  Thouvenel  to  Lord  Cowley  of  Mr.  Day- 
ton's conterence  with  him.  He  had  only  learned  by  this  that  there  was 
some  general  conversation.  He  did  not  learn  that  Mr.  Dayton  had 
offered  any  distinct  proposition.  No  reference  of  the  matter  had  been 
made  to  this  government  by  the  French.  I  said  this  was  precisely  the 
point  I  desired  to  arrive  at.  The  impression  I  received  was  that  such  a 
reference  had  been  promised. 

I  did  not  tell  Lord  Eussell  the  most  significant  portion  of  Mr.  Dayton's 
report  of  his  conversation  with  the  Emi)eror,  because  I  felt  bound  not  to 
commit  him.  From  the  tenor  of  yours  to  me  (No.  217)  of  the  31st  March, 
I  am  led  to  believe  you  are  fully  possessed  of  it.  My  object  was  simply 
to  see  where  the  responsibility  tor  the  policy  rests ;  a  discovery  which  a 
comparison  of  the  tone  maintained  by  the  respective  parties  renders  it 
not  dilficult  to  reach. 

His  lordship  enlarged  once  more  upon  the  magnitude  of  the  region 
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engaged  in  the  revolt,  and  upon  the  urgency  of  the  call  to  provide  for 
the  new  emergency.  He  attempted  an  analogy  between  the  course  taken 
by  Great  Britain  in  this  case  and  that  of  the  United  States  towards 
South  America  after  the  revolt  of  the  dependencies  of  Spain.  Subse- 
quent events  had  only  confirmed  the  correctness  of  the  decision.  For 
the  very  efforts  to  which  the  United  States  had  been  compelled  to  re- 
sort proved  the  magnitude  of  the  task  undertaken,  and  they  were  still 
engaged  in  pursuing  their  object  without  absolute  certainty  of  success. 
The  wish  of  Great  Britain  was  to  remain  neutral  and  impartial.  They 
had  no  cause  of  quarrel  with  the  southern  States.  We  might  fight  it 
out  with  them.  The  southern  people  seemed,  from  the  accounts  in  the 
momhig  papers,  to  be  finding  equal  fault  on  their  side  for  their  not  tak- 
ing part  with  them.  We,  on  our  part,  seemed  to  be  urging  for  what  was 
equivalent  to  joining  our  side  to  put  them  down,  yet  that  was  a  course 
which  we  had  professed  not  to  desire. 

To  this  I  replied,  that  very  certainly  we  did  not  desire  it.  What  we 
did  desire  was,  that  foreign  nations  would  leave  the  matter  entirely  in 
our  hands.  What  we  complained  of  was,  that  the  course  adopted  was 
not  neutrality.  That  it  had  not  been  so  regarded  by  the  insurgents 
themselves  was  made  apparent  in  the  very  documents  published  at  the 
opening  of  Parliament ;  for  it  was  certain  that  the  early  overtures  made 
by  the  two  powers  to  obtain  a  sanction  of  the  declaration  of  Paris,  had 
been  construed  at  Hichmond,  and,  as  I  thought,  with  reason,  as  a  ground 
to  expect  a  further  acknowledgment.  It  seemUd  to  me  they  had  some 
right  to  complain  of  a  disappointment  of  their  hopes  then  raised.  I  beg- 
ged, fiirthermore,  to  advance  an  opinion  that  there  was  not  an  example 
in  all  the  history  of  the  United  States  or  of  Great  Britain,  nay,  I  might 
say  of  any  civilized  nation  of  the  world^  of  so  precipitate  a  recognition  of 
belligerent  rights  to  insurgents  as  this  one  of  which  we  were  treating. 
If  there  was  such  an  instance,  I  should  be  glad  to  see  it.  Upon  the  basis 
thus  made,  there  could  be  no  question  that  much  of  the  perseverance  in 
resistance  had  rested,  and  did  still  rest.  A  withdrawal  of  this  recogni- 
tion was  the  only  thing  that  would  put  an  end  to  the  delusion.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  continuance  of  it  but  served  to  countenance  and  to  stim- 
ulate the  efforts  pertinaciously  made  by  people  in  Gre^t  Britain  to 
sustain  them.  This  led  me  naturally  to  enlarge  upon  the  effect  produced 
upon  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  government,  by  the 
frequent  accounts  of  the  manner  in  which  vessels  of  all  kinds  were  fitted 
out  from  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  to  assist  the  insurgents.  Most  of 
the  consuls  weekly  sent  home  a  repetition  of  the  same  story.  I  had 
even  been  told  by  one  of  them  lately,  that  he  believed  as  many  as  ftfteen 
vessels  were  now  j>reparing  to  make  the  voyage.  Such  things  could  not 
go  on  without  giving  rise  to  unpleasant  implications,  which,  however 
unfounded,  would  be  likely  to  be  so  far  credited  as  to  render  them  as 
dangerous  as  if  they  were  facts.  I  remarked  that  his  lordship  must  be 
aware  that  the  answer  that  nothing  could  be  done  was  very  unsatisfac- 
tory; because  it  might  be  fairly  presumed  that  every  nation  that  pos- 
sessed the  \iill  naturally  carried  within  itself  the  power  to  prevent  abuses 
of  its  authority. 

His  lordship  replied,  in  substance,  by  expressing  his  belief  that  the 
parties  engaged  in  these  undertakings  were  not  so  much  interested  in 
the  cause  of  the  insurgents  as  in  the  profits  to  be  expected  by  running 
the  blockade.  Such  attempts  always  would  be  made  in  similar  cases. 
For  the  rest,  these  adventurers  were  compelled  to  take  their  own  risk. 
They  had  the  dangers  of  capture  to  encounter,  and  the  certainty  of  be- 
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ing  deprived  of  their  rights  of  reclamation.    The  government  had  no 
disposition  to  give  them  protection. 

I  observed  that  this  reasoning  seemed  hardly  satisfactory  or  consoling 
to  persons  exposed  by  the  effecto  of  such  acts  to  a  long  and  painful  and 
<M)stly  extension  of  their  labors  of  repression.  I  then  pat  it  to  his  lord- 
ship, distinctly,  if  Oreat  Britain  would  be  contented,  should  the  people 
of  Canada  break  out  into  open  rebellion,  to  find  the  United  States 
promptly  declare  a  neutrality,  recognize  the  rebels  as  a  belligerent 
power,  and  then,  from  myriads  of  posts  along  the  extensive  line  of  bound- 
ary and  the  many  harbors  on  the  seaboard,  tolerate  the  equipment  and 
dispatch  of  numerous  vessels  freighted  with  all  the  materials  necessary 
to  protract  the  struggle  T  I  very  much  doubted  whether  his  lordship 
would  be  perfectly  quiescent  under  the  answer  that  no  violation  of  neu- 
trality had  been  committed,  and  that  no  power  existed  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  proceedings.  His  lordship  met  this  by  saying,  that  he  should  cer- 
tainly object  to  any  such  direct  exi)editions ;  but  there  was  no  evidence, 
in  any  of  the  cases  I  had  brought  up^  of  destination  or  of  wrong  inten- 
tion. In  that  of  the  Oreto,  upon  which  I  had  addressed  a  note  to  him, 
he  had  directed  an  investigation  to  be  made,  and  the  authorities  at  Liv- 
erpool had  reported  that  there  was  no  ground  for  doubting  the  legality 
of  her  voyage. 

I  replied  that  this  was  exactly  what  gave  such  unpleasant  impressions 
to  us  in  America.  The  Oreto,  by  the  very  paper  furnished  from  the 
custom-house,  was  shown  to  be  laden  with  a  hundred  and  seventy  tons 
of  arms,  and  to  have  persons  called  troops  on  board,  destined  for  Palermo 
and  Jamaica.  The  very  statement  of  the  case  was  enough  to  show  what 
was  really  intended.  The  fact  of  her  true  destination  was  notorious  all 
over  Liverpool.  No  commercial  people  were  blind  to  it.  And  the  course 
taken  by  her  Majesty's  officers  in  declaring  ignorance  only  led  to  an 
inference  most  unfavorable  to  all  idea  of  their  neutrality  in  the  struggle. 
It  was  just  such  action  as  this  that  was  making  the  difficulties  of  our 
government  in  the  way  of  giving  the  facilities  to  the  supply  of  cotton, 
which  they  hoped  to  furnish  in  a  short  time,  if  the  whole  control  oi 
means  to  put  an  end  to  the  contest  was  left  to  them. 

His  lordship  concluded  by  a  polite  expression  of  regret  at  these  cir- 
cumstances, at  the  same  time  that  he  could  not  see  how  the  government 
could  change  its  position. 

I  concluded  the  conversation  by  saying  that  I  had  only  done  my  duty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS* 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  137. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSy  Apnl  17, 1862. 
Sm:  •••••'#• 

Your  reference  to  the  question  of  a  withdrawal  by  France  of  the  con- 
cession of  belligerent  rights  to  the  South  is  noted.  I  will  keep  the  sug- 
gestion in  view,  but  you  will  have  already  learned,  by  a  subsequent 
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dispatch  from  me,  that  I  have  folly  presented  that  matter  both  to  the 
Emperor  and  to  Mr.  Thouvenel. 

I  have  forborne  to  address  them  in  writing  upon  this  subject,  because 
I  feared  that  a  direct  and  formal  refusal  would  commit  this  government 
stiU  further,  and  make  the  matter  worse.  Besides,  did  you  not  refuse 
to  take  official  notice  of  the  fact  that  such  concession  ever  was  made  f 
Mr.  Adams,  on  a  recent  visit  here,  informed  me  that  he  had  not  yet 
addressed  the  British  government  upon  this  question,  but  having  learned 
what  had  been  done  here,  he  would  now  make  the  suggestion  there. 
As  these  governments  act  upon  an  understanding  on  this  question,  it  is, 
perhaps,  not  wise  for  me  to  go  further  until  it  shall  appear  that  some 
suggestion  has  been  made  in  England. 

I  was  happy  to  receive  a  visit  from  Mr,  Adams,  and  to  confer  with 
him  upon  this  and  other  matters. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  235.J  Department  of  State, 

WtMhingtofij  April  19,  1862. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  April  3  (No.  140)  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President,  together  with  the  note  addressed  to  you  by  Earl  Russell,  bear- 
ing on  the  subject  discussed.  All  the  grievances  which  disturb  our  peo- 
ple, and  tend  to  alienate  them  from  Great  Britain,  seem  deducible  from  the 
concessions  made  by  her  to  tlie  insurgents  at  the  beginning  of  this  civil 
war.  All  the  explanations  we  receive  from  Great  Britain  seem  to  imply 
.a  conviction  that  this  civil  war  must  end  in  tlie  overthrow  of  the  fedend 
Union.  The  ultimate  consequence  of  such  a  calamity  would  be  that  this 
great  country  would  be  di\i(led  into  factions  and  hostile  states  and  con- 
federations, as  Greece  and  Italy  and  Spanish  America  have  been. 

You  can  do  no  more,  in  the  present  conjuncture,  than  to  give  his  lord- 
ship, from  time  to  time,  fresh  and  accumulating  evidence  of  our  purpose 
and  our  ability  to  pursue  to  a  successful  end  the  course  which  we  have 
learned  from  our  British  ancestry,  namely,  to  hold  the  constituent  States 
of  our  great  realm  in  perpetual  and  indissoluble  union.  You  will,  as  I 
have  before  advised,  do  this  in  such  way  and  at  such  times  and  seasons 
as  your  own  discretion  may  approve. 

K  the  British  government  shall  do  us  full  justice,  they  will  be  satis- 
fled  that  the  change  of  attitude  we  ask  is  suggested  by  us  upon  a  pro- 
found conviction  thjit  it  would  be  equally  beneticial  to  Great  Britain  and 
to  the  United  States.  The  President  cannot  consent  to  be  responsible, 
now  or  hereafter,  for  any  degree  of  alienation  between  the  two  countries 
which  is  now  arising,  or  which  shall  reveal  itself  hereafter. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Yrancjs  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.y  &c.^  &c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

'So,  146.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  ApHl  28, 1862. 

Sir  :  Ton  will  ftilly  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  capture  of  New 
Orleans,  which  was  effected  by  onr  naval  expedition,  exclusively,  on  the 
24th  instant.  The  news  reached  us  through  insurgent  organs  last  evening. 
As  yet,  we  have  not  received  details,  nor  can  we  fiilly  apprehend,  at  so 
early  a  moment,  the  changes  in  the  plans  of  the  insurgents  which  this 
great  event  must  produce.  It  is  hardly  to  be  doubted  that  it  will  enable 
us,  before  another  dispatch-day  shall  arrive,  to  restore  the  mails  to  that 
great  commercial  city  imder  such  restraints,  not  oppressive  to  innocent 
commercial  intercourse,  as  the  military  exigencies  will  permit. 

We  were,  indeed,  just  maturing  a  plan  for  that  purpose  when  intelli- 
gence of  the  great  victory  arrived. 

We  hear  that  Captain  Bullock,  of  Georgia,  wHtes  from  London  that 
he  is  sending  out  five  steamers  which  he  has  purchased,  fitted,  armed, 
and  supplied  with  materials  of  war,  in  England,  to  prosecute  a  naval  war 
against  us.  This  can  be  regarded  as  nothing  less  than  a  piratical  inva- 
sion of  this  country  from  Europe,  under  the  toleration  of  European 
powers.  We  do  not  doubt  our  ability  to  meet  and  overcome  it.  But  it 
seems  to  us  worthy  the  consideration  of  maritime  states,  whether  our 
success  in  maintaining  the  integrity  of  our  country  shall  be  necessarily 
accompanied  with  the  conviction,  fixed  forever  in  the  public  mind,  that 
Europe  lent  its  aid  to  the  abortive  revolution. 

The  President  knows  that  France  has  wished  us  well.  Would  it  not 
be  well  for  her  to  signalize  her  aversion  from  the  designs  of  European 
conspirators  f 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfec,  ifec,  cfec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  240.]  Department  op  State, 

Washuigtouj  April  28,  1862. 

Sib  :  To-day  the  country  is  assuming  that  the  fate  of  this  unnatural 
war  is  determined  by  the  great  event  of  the  capture  of  New  Orleans, 
which  was  effected  by  a  naval  expedition  on  the  24th  instant.  I  trust 
that  the  anticipation  will  be  sustained. 

Captain  Bullock,  of  Georgia,  is  understood  to  have  written  that  he  has 
five  steamers  built,  or  bought,  armed,  and  supplied  with  material  of  war  in 
England,  which  are  now  about  lea\ing,  or  are  on  Uieir  way,  to  aid  the 
insurgents. 

We  are  prepared  to  meet  them.  But  the  reflection  occurs,  are  the 
maritime  powers  of  Europe  willing  that  the  suppression  of  this  insurrec- 
tion shall  be  forever  associated  in  the  memory  of  mankind  with  the 
conviction  that  the  sympathies  of  Europe  were  lent  to  the  abortive  revo- 
lution T  ' 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAED. 

Charles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  c£o.,  c£c.,  (&o. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

No.  148.]  Department  of  State, 

J  Washington^  May  1, 1862. 

SiB:  The  President,  as  yon  hare  been  already  informed,  is  directing 
that  measures  be  taken  to  mitigate  the  rigor  of  our  blockade,  with  a 
view  to  the  relief  of  France,  whom  we  would  not  willingly  see  suffer  unne- 
cessarily, by  reason  of  the  calamities  which  have  befsdlen  oar  own  coun- 
try. I  have  so  often  said  that  the  concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  the 
insurgents  has  aggravated  and  prolonged  these  calamities  that  I  need  not 
now  repeat  that  remark.  I  may,  however,  obser\^e  with  entire  propriety, 
I  think,  that  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  expect,  at  least, 
actual  neutrality  from  foreign  governments  which  have  proclaimed  it. 
Certainly,  France,  while  looking  to  us  to  mitigate  our  war  in  the  interest 
of  herself,  and  other  friendly  nations  like  herself,  could  not,  without  pro- 
test, see  the  same  war*prosecuted  against  us  by  subscription  among  Uie 
merchants  of  England.  Entertaining  this  opinion,  I  send  you  a  copy  of 
a  recent  letter  which  has  been  received  from  our  consul  at  Liverpool,  and 
of  a  letter  founded  thereupon  which  I  have  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams. 

The  pain  inflicted  by  transactions  like  tliis  is  mitigated  by  the  con- 
cession which  other  nations  imply  in  their  treatment  of  us,  namely :  that 
we  are  strong  enough  to  overcome  our  domestic  enemies  with  all  the  ai4 
they  can  unlawftilly  obtain  abroad,  and  that  we  are  believed  capable  of 
being  generous  to  any  extent  that  foreign  interest,  passion,  or  prejudice 
shall  seek  to  profit  by  our  national  misfortunes. 

But  this  consideration  does  not  tend  to  the  consummation  which  is 
necessary  for  ourselves  and  for  the  world.  We  want  peace  with  inde^ 
pendence,  and  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  France  and  of  Great  Britain 
that  we  be,  as  soon  as  possible,  allowed  to  enjoy  them.  Let  us  have,  on 
all  sides,  true  neutrality,  and  this  hateful  and  injurious  domestic  strife 
wiU,  within  a  very  few  months,  be  remembered  only  as  a  lesson  full  of 
instruction  to  aU  nations. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  245.]  Dbpabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  May  5, 1862. 

Sib  :  Tour  dispatch  of  April  16,  No.  144,  has  arrived  this  morning,  and 
the  mail  for  Europe  closes  this  evening. 

I  advised  you  by  telegrams,  sent  out  by  the  last  steamer,  of  the 
capture  of  New  Orleans.  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  Fort  Macon  has 
surrendered  to  our  siege,  and  that  Yorktown  has  just  been  relinquished  to 
our  army  on  the  eve  of  an  anticipated  bombardment.  General  McOlellan 
is  marching  up  the  Peninsula  towards  Richmond,  and  General  McDowell 
is  opening  his  way  downward  towards  the  same  capital  from  Fredericks- 
burg. 

K  our  information  is  correct^  the  insurgent  army  is  evacuating  Corinth. 
The  spurious  congress  of  the  msurgents  has  suddenly  adjourned.  Their 
fiscal  system  must  by  this  time  have  exploded,  and  their  military  con- 
nections are  everywhere  broken.    It  is  a  very  pleasant  addition  to  this 
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news  that  two  of  the  British  steamers  lately  fitted  ont  at  LiTerpool,  witJi 
ammunition  and  arms  for  the  insurgents,  have  been  captured  by  our 
blockading  fleet.  Thus  the  tide  of  success  seems  to  be  flowing  fall  and 
strong.  Acting  ux>on  the  confidence  which  it  has  produced,  we  have 
open^  New  Orleans  to  correspondence,  and  we  are  taking  measures  for 
an  eaiiy  op^iing  of  that  and  some  other  ports  to  trade,  under  necessary 
limitations. 

These  concessions  occur  simultaneously  with  our  ratification  of  a  treaty 
with  Great  Britam  designed  to  effect  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade. 

Never  were  the  influences  of  time  and  distance  upon  political  opinions 
and  proceedings  illustrated  more  strongly  tiian  in  the  contrast  wMch 
these  transactions  present  to  the  course  pursued  and  the  sentiments 
avowed  by  the  British  government,  as  reported  to  us  in  your  dispatch. 

The  British  government  at  London,  on  the  16th  of  April,  reasoned  and 
acted  from  the  case  as  it  stood  here  on  the  Ist  of  April.  We  are  reviewing 
the  proceedings  and  language  of  the  British  government  in  view  of  the 
case  as  it  stands  now,  on  the  5th  of  May.  We  are  sure,  however,  that 
Great  Britain  will  not  insist  that  the  insurgents  shall  be  regarded  as  a 
public  belligerent  after  they  shall  have  ceased  to  be  able  to  maintain  an 
organized  war. 

TheTresident  desires  that,  if  it  shall  seem  to  you  discreet,  you  recall  the 
subject  to  Earl  Bussell's  attention,  after  the  events  which  have  recently 
occurred  here  shall  have  transpired  in  Europe.  It  will  be  a  sufficient 
justification  for  the  seeming  impatience  that  the  interests  of  both  nations^ 
and  even  the  interests  of  humanity,  require  that  a  war  which  so  severely, 
and  yet  so  unnecessarily  and  so  hopelessly,  scourges  society,  should  not 
be  protracted  through  any  seeming  indifierence  to  the  evil  on  the  part  of 
the  maritime  x>owers. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cE^.,  <£c.,  itc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Da/yton. 

No.  149.]  Dbpartment  op  State, 

Washington^  May  5, 1862. 

Sir  :  As  you  wiU  be  more  particularly  informed  by  papers  sent  here* 
with.  New  Orleans  is  opened  to  the  mails.  A  collector  has  also  proceeded 
there  to  take  measures  for  opening  that  port.  Other  x>orts  will  be  opened, 
also.  The  Treasuiy,  War.  and  Navy  Departments  are  completing  the 
details  of  preparation.  Tne  fall  of  New  Orleans,  Fort  Macon,  and  York- 
town  in  rapid  succession  has  produced  a  general  expectation  of  peace. 
No  one,  on  either  side  of  the  contest,  dreams  of  peace  otherwise  than  with 
the  complete  restoration  of  the  Union.  Indeed^  the  whole  country  feels 
that  this  consummation  has  actually  begun.  Mow  strangely  in  contrast 
with  this  conviction  are  the  coldness  and  indifference  manifested  by 
maritime  powers,  and  the  crowding  of  our  coasts  with  contraband  Euro* 
pean  vessels,  freighted  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war^  vainly  consigned 
to  the  insurgents  I  France,  Belgium,  and  Gre^t  Britam,  while  suffering 
the  sorest  privations,  are,  nevertheless,  constantly  sending  hither  on  des- 
perate ventures  the  means  to  protract  the  calamitous  war  they  deprecate. 
We  shall  have  peace  and  Union  in  a  very  few  months,  let  France  and 
Great  Britain  do  as  they.may.    We  should  have  them  in  one  month  if 
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either  the  Emperor  or  the  Qneai  should  speak  the  word  and  say,  K  the 
Ijfe  of  this  uimataral  insurrection  hangs  on  an  expectation  of  our  favor, 
let  it  die.  To  bring  the  EmpercM*  to  this  conviction  is  your  present 
urgent  duty.  If  successM  in  performing  it,  you  will  render  a  benefit  to 
France  worth  more  than  any  conquest,  while  you  will  direct  a  stream  of 
healing  oil  upon  the  wounds  of  our  own  afflicted  land.  The  President 
prays  and  trusts  that  you  may  succeed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfec.,  <fcc.,  dfc.  , 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 

No.  151.]  Department  op  State, 

Wa^shingtofij  May  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  22d  of  April  (No.  141)  has  been  received. 
•  I  am  very  glad  to  know  that  you  communicated  what  I  have  before 
written  you  about  the  purpose  of  this  government  to  open  southern 
ports  as  early  as  should  be  possible. 

Although  New  Orleans  was  captured  on  the  24th  of  April,  and  has 
since  been  fully  possessed  and  occupied,  we  have  not  yet  received  official 
information  of  the  fact,  nor  has  the  treasury  been  able  to  perfect  there 
the  arrangements  necessary  for  the  restoration  of  trade.  These  ar- 
rangements are  now  being  completed,  and  I  expect  that  the  same 
steamer  which  will  carry  out  this  dispatch  will  also  carry  to  Europe  the 
proclamation  for  the  restoration  of  commerce.  That  proclamation,  I 
think,  may  be  regarded  by  the  maritime  powers  as  an  announcement 
that  the  republic  has  passed  the  danger  of  disunion,  and  is  ready  once 
more  to  renew  its  course  of  beneficent  enterprise. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  can  readily  understand  how  much  diffi- 
culty we  have  found  in  opening  our  ports  to  the  maritime  powers  which 
have  so  long  and  so  persistently  and  so  unnecessarily  conceded  belliger- 
ent privileges  to  a  faction  which  was  waging  war  for  the  desolation  of 
our  country.  It  will  be  a  study  for  the  historian,  why  those  powers,  on 
the  first  sound  of  the  bugle  of  faction,  so  absolutely  abandoned  aU  their 
former  faith  in  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  We 
have  deeply  desired  that  France,  our  earliest  friend  and  the  only  aUy  we 
ever  had,  should  rise  above  the  other  nations  in  appreciating  the  virtue 
and  the  capacity  of  the  American  people.  We  have  thought  that  it  would 
be  even  useful  to  France  herself  to  assume  such  an  attitude.  We  have 
been  thus  far  disappointed,  but  we  do  not,  therefore,  mean  to  be  unjust. 
We  acknowledge  that  France  has  faithfully  practiced  the  neutrality  she 
proclaimed,  and  that  in  the  whole  progress  of  the  ^iomestic  strife  she 
has  not  only  spoken  the  language,  but  acted  in  the  character,  of  a  well- 
wisher  and  a  friend. 

The  year  of  the  American  insurrection  will  be  known  in -the  history  of 
mankind  as  one  of  disaster  and  fearfril  apprehension  to  all  nations.  It 
has  been  our  study  so  to  conduct  public  affairs  with  foreign  nations,  as 
to  cast  off  from  the  government  itself  all  aecounttibility  for  the  unneces- 
sary aggravations  of  what  might  and  ought  .to  have  been  only  a  brief 
and  local  political  disturbance,  resulting  from  a  sudden  gust  of  popular 
passion. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  *c.,  (fee,  cfec.  . 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Sewa/rd. 

[Extract.] 

No.  159.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  15,  1862. 
gip.  •••••••• 

This  matter  having  been  disposed  of,  I  then  remarked  that  I  was  still 
in  the  receipt  of  letters  Irom  my  government,  urging  me  to  continue  to 
press  her  Msyesty's  minister  for  some  action  on  the  subject  which  I 
had  heretofore  labored  so  much  to  present  to  his  attention.  But,  as  I 
had  little  confidence  in  the  success  of  any  repetition  I  might  make 
of  my  fornker  arguments,  I  hoped  his  lordship  would  permit  me  to  read 
to  him  the  last  dispatch  which  had  reached  me.  I  had  not.  indeed, 
been  directed  to  lay  it  before  him,  nor  to  leave  a  copy  of  it.  The  time 
and  manner  of  using  it  had  been  left  wholly  to  my  discretion )  but  as  it 
seemed  to  me  to  have  been  careMly  and  elaborately  drawn,  as  a  full 
exposition  of  the  views  of  the  government  at  this  crisis,  I  was  of  opinion 
that  it  was  no  more  than  just  to  both  parties  that  it  should  be  com- 
municated in  extenso.  His  lordship  said  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  it, 
and  then  I  read  all  of  it  but  the  single  passage  at  the  close  of  the  first 
paragraph. 

After  I  had  done,  his  lordship  remarked  that  he  had  no  disposition  to 
call  in  question  any  of  the  statements  made  in  the  dispatch.  It  might 
be  just  a^  there  alleged :  but  there  stiU  remained  much  to  be  done ;  New 
Orleans,  Savannah,  and  Charleston  continued  in  the  possession  of  the 
other  party,  and  the  resistance  of  the  great  armies  left  the  result  yet 
awaiting  ftirther  development. 

I  replied  to  this  by  saving,  that  from  the  outset  I  had  entertained  little 
doubt  of  what  the  end  of  this  struggle  would  be,  provided  that  we  were 
left  entirely  to  ourselves  to  work  it  out.  In  my  mind,  that  end  was 
now  rapidly  approaching.  I  had  become  much  more  concerned  in  con- 
sidering what  the  state  of  things  was  likely  to  be  after  it  had  been 
attained.  It  was  with  very  great  regret  I  was  compelled  to  express  my 
conviction  of  the  rapid  increase,  among  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
of  feelings  of  irritation  and  bitterness  towards  this  country.  I  received 
the  evidence  of  it  from  so  many  and  such  opposite  sources  that  I  could 
not  question  the  fact.  My  own  disposition  had  been,  and  continued  to 
be,  of  the  most  friendly  character :  but  I  very  much  feared  that  if  her 
Majesty's  government  did  not  hold  lorth  some  means  which  would  enable 
its  friends  to  maintain  the  existence  of  a  reciprocal  feeling,  the  seeds 
would  be  planted  of  a  hostility  that  would  bear  bitter  &Tiit  for  the  whole 
of  the  next  generation. 

His  lordship  replied  that  it  was  much  to  be  regretted,  but  the  fact  was 
that  this  hostile  feeling  had  always  prevailed  in  America.  Down  to  the 
period  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  visit,  whatever  the  English  had  done,  it 
seemed  to  animate  all  classes  alike  to  take  it  amiss.  Even  such  a  person 
as  Mr.  Everett,  from  whom  better  things  might  be  expected,  seems  to 
omit  no  opportunity  of  finding  fault  with  what  they  did,  and  stimulating 
the  popular  prejudice  at  their  expense.  It  seemed  a  hopeless  task  t4> 
attempt  to  correct  this  tendency. 

I  then  begged  leave  to  suggest  to  his  lorship  whether  there  was  not 
another  side  to  the  picture.  I  thought  I  was  in  a  situation  to  present  it, 
for  I  had  had  x)ei3uliar  opportunities  for  observing  it,  from  the  fact  that 
members  of  my  family  had  repeatedly  been  called  to  act  on  the  scene.  Im- 
mediately after  the  peace  of  1783,  my  grandfather  had  been  sent  here  as 
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the  first  minister.  He  came  with  a  disposition  to  establish  the  most 
Mendly  relations.  He  had  not  been  fevorably  impressed  with  the  XK>licy 
of  the  French  government,  and  was  anxions  to  equalize  the  balaiice  of 
influence  in  America;  and,  so  well  was  this  known,  that  the  King^  George 
ni,  at  his  audience,  appeared  to  me  to  have  stepped  to  the  verge  of  the 
proprieties  of  his  position  in  making  allusion  to  it.  Then  was  the  fijrst 
opportunity  to  conciliate  America;  and  Mr.  Pitt  seemed  to  have  con- 
ceived the  idea.  Had  the  commercial  policy  he  recommended  been 
adopted,  the  United  States  would  have  been  more  closely  bound  to  this 
country  after  their  independence  than  they  ever  had  been  whilst  oolonieB. 
In  Men  of  this,  the  principles  of  Lord  Sheffield's  pamphlet  were  accepted, 
and  it  was  decided  to  await  the  possibilities  of  an  unfavorable  issue  to 
our  experiment  of  government.  The  natural  consequence  was  an  alien- 
ation, which  ended  in  the  war  of  1812.  At  the  close  of  that  war,  my 
£a,ther  was  sent  here  to  do  what  he  could  to  effect  a  re-establishment  of 
amicable  relations.  His  disposition  was  all  that  could  be  wished.  It 
was  met  by  indifference  and  repulsion.  From  that  period  I  had  every 
reason  to  know  the  impressions  that  had  gone  far  to  regulate  his  action 
as  a  public  man,  down  to  the  close  of  his  life,  toward  Great  Britain. 
And  now  I  had  come  herewith  the  most  anxious  desire  to  preserve  rela- 
tions of  amity,  which  seem  latterly  to  have  been  taking  a  more  positive 
character  than  ever  before.  I  had  done  everything  in  my  power  during 
my  residence  to  that  end.  I  was  anxious,  whenever  I  might  return  home, 
to  have  the  means  of  making  a  favorable  report  to  my  countrymen.  I 
supplicated  his  lordship  then  not  to  compel  me  to  go  back  wiUiout  the 
possession  of  the  smallest  evidence  that  could  refute  the  inevitable 
arguments  that  would  be  drawn  from  the  position  that  Great  Britain 
had  thus  far  chosen  to  assume  during  this  struggle.  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  147.]  liBaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

PariSj  May  16, 1862. 

Snt :  Your  several  dispatches  ftx)m  No,  138  to  No.  146,  both  inclusive, 
have  been  received. 

Dispatch  No.  138,  received  on  the  7th  instant,  gives  a  summary  of  our 
military  position  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  satisfy  Mr.  Thouvenel 
that  the  government  of  France  should  assume  as  a  fact  the  certain  fail- 
ure of  the  insurrection,  and  that  its  commercial  interests  dem,and  a 
withdrawal  of  the  concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurrectionists. 

I  am  waiting  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  what  Mr.  Adams  has  done 
in  England  upon  this  question.  Without  this  knowledge,  I  do  not  feel 
that  it  would  be  wise  or  prudent  to  urge  the  point  further  at  the  present 
moment. 

My  dispatch  of  March  31  (No.  131)  gives  you  the  substance  of  a  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Thouvenel  upon  tWs  jwint,  which  is  subsequent  in 
•date  to  that  with  the  Emperor,  to  which  your  dispatch  refers.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  propriety  of  revoking  this  concession  of  belligerent  rights 
has  been  presented  to  this  government  so  distinctly  and  earnestly  that  I 
am  quite  sure  the  answer  of  Mr.  Thouvenel,  given  in  that  dispatch,  was 
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xxpocL  ftill  advisement.  Without  a  still  fiirther  change  for  the  better  in 
the  condition  of  things  at  home,  or  some  eoconraging  iiSormation  from  Mr. 
Adams,  I  hesitate  to  urge  tiie  point  farther  at  present.  It  might  be  con- 
sidered as  savoring  of  opportunity,  or,  at  all  events,  as  wanting  in  that 
diplomatic  forbearance  which  this  government  would  have  a  right  to  expect. 
This  remark  applies  only  to  my  further  and  immediate  action  upon  this 
question ;  not  at  all  to  your  dispatch.  At  the  time  that  dispatch  was  writ- 
ten you  were  yet  ignorant  of  my  last  conversation  with  Mr.  Thouvenel. 
The  misfortune  is  that,  acting  upon  previous  instructions,  I  have,  in  this 
respect,  anticipated  your  wishes.  But  the  course  of  events  has  already 
greatly  added  to  the  strength  of  bur  position.  Each  day  adds  a  new  argcr- 
ment  to  the  strength  of  our  claim  upon  these  governments  for  a  revocation 
of  that  unwise  concession.  I^in  addition  to  the  taking  of  New  Orleans, 
our  armies  at  Yorktown  and  Gonnth  should  be  successful,  there  would 
scarcely  remain  a  plausible  excuse  with  which  to  evade  our  demand.  It 
can  hardly  be  that  so  good  a  government  as  that  of  France  will  long  con- 
tinue a  wrong  which  commenced  in  a  wholly  mistaken  view  of  the  policy 
and  power  of  the  United  States.  But  in  the  present  condition  of 
things — our  armies  yet  facing  each  other  in  the  field,  and  the  d^notkment 
daily  expected — the  French  government  will  probably  wait  the  result. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  contents  of  your  dispatch  at  an  early  day, 
and  hope,  in  the  mean  time,  that  coming  events  may  even  add  to  its 
force. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  8. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Adam^,  which  informs  me  that  the  British  government  had  ^<  no 
intention  to  vary  the  policy  "  adopted  heretofore ;  and  he  states,  frirther, 
that  after  having  read  your  late  dispatch  ux>on  this  question  ^Hhe  answer 
was  that  the  great  ports  were  not  yet  in  our  possession,  and  the  issue 
appeared  yet  uncertain.  »••••• 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  shall  await  the  development  of  a  few 
days  more,  at  lea^t,  before  addressing  myself  again  upon  this  point  to 
the  French  government.  D. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  164.J  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Landonj  May  22, 1862. 

SiB:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  from  243  to  246,  both  inclusive,  and  also  of  two 
printed  circulars  dated,,  respectively,  on  the  3d  and  6th  of  May,  conse- 
quent upon  the  recoveiy  of  New  Orleans. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  matter  contained  in  these  which  calls  for  par- 
ticular notice,  unless  it  be  the  ii\junction  upon  me  to  renew  my  appeals 
to  the  government  of  Great  Britain  for  the  revocation  of  the  recognition 
of  belligerent  rights,  its  original  false  step. 

I  had  little  expectation  of  success,  but  I  felt  it  my  duty  at  once  to 
execute  the  orders.  So,  after  the  forms  in  connection  with  the  slave 
trade  treaty  on  Tuesday  had  been  completed,  I  asked  the  favor  of  a  few 
minutes'  farther  conversation  on  this  subject.  I  alluded  to  the  fact  of 
your  reception  of  my  report  of  our  last  conference,  and  to  your  com- 


250  CfLAIMS  AGAINST  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

•  

ments  on  it,  which  had  jnst  reached  me.  I  told  him  that  you  thought 
the  coarse  of  events,  and  the  decided  turn  the  fortones  of  war  had 
taken  since  the  date  of  that  conference,  justified  you  in  presuming  that 
some  alteration  in  the  views  of  the  government  must  have  ensued.  I 
dwelt  somewhat  upon  the  un&ivorable  impression  that  act  had  made  on 
the  i)eople  of  the  United  States.  It  was  the  true  root  of  the  bittjjBrness 
towards  Great  Britain  that  was  felt  there.  All  the  later  acts  of  assist* 
ance  given  here  by  private  persons  to  the  rebels,  the  knowledge  of  which 
tended  to  keep  up  the  irritation,  were  viewed  only  as  natm*al  emana- 
tions from  that  &tal  source.  Every  consular  report  that  went,  and  there 
were  a  good  many,  giving  details  of  ships  and  supplies  and  money  trans- 
mitted to  keep  up  the  war,  served  merely  to  remind  us  of  the  original 
cause  of  offense.  I  did  hope,  then,  that  he  would  consider,  before  it 
should  be  too  late  to  be  usefdl,  the  expediency  of  some  action  that  might 
tend  to  soften  the  asperity  thus  engendered.  I  believed  that  in  your 
urgency  you  were  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  kindly  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries,  and  to  that  end  you  labored  to  procure 
the  removal  of  this  unlucky  obstnruction.  I  certainly  acted  in  that  spirit 
myself. 

His  lordship  replied  by  saying  that  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  any 
change  of  policy  at  present.  We  seemed  to  be  going  on  so  fast  ourselves 
that  the  question  might  settle  itself  before  a  great  while. 

I  said  that  I  should  be  sorry  to  have  that  result  hapx)en  before  any 
action  had  been  taken  here;  for,  ator  it,  we  should  scarcely  attach  value 
to  would  seem  a  mere  form. 

His  lordship  remarked  that  the  insurrection  had  certainly  been  a  very 
formidable  one.  It  embraced  a  great  territory  and  a. numerous  popula- 
tion. The  very  magnitude  of  the  means  used  to  suppress  it  proved  its 
nature.  Under  these  circumstances  the  government  had  sought  to 
remain  perfectly  neutral.  It  would  lean  to  neither  side.  The  wishes  of 
the  federal  authorities  had  been  that  it  should  aid  them,  which  would 
have  been  a  departure  from  that  line  of  policy. 

To  this  I  replied,  that,  whatever  might  be  the  intent  of  that  policy,  the 
practical  effect  of  it  had  been  materially  to  uphold  the  rebels.  The  decla- 
ration of  it  at  so  early  a  moment,  before  the  government  had  had  any 
time  to  organize  its  counteracting  forces,  was  a  prejudgment  of  the 
whole  question  in  their  favor.  The  people  of  the  United  States  felt  as 
if  the  putting  the  two  sides  on  an  equality  was  in  the  nature  of  a  stand- 
ing insult  to  tbem.  And  the  manifest  eagerness  of  influential  parties  in 
Great  Britain,  to  expedite  all  the  means  necessary  to  induce  the  mis- 
guided people  to  persevere  in  their  undertaking  was  like  the  continual 
ai)plication  of  a  nettle  to  flesh  already  raw. 

His  lordship  then  fell  back  upon  the  same  argument  to  which  he  has 
resorted  in  his  note  to  me  of  the  17th  instant,  in  answer  to  my  previous 
remonstrances  against  these  movements,  a  copy  of  which  goes  out  with 
this  dispatch.  He  said  that  large  supplies  of  similar  materials  had  been 
obtained  here  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  freely 
transported  and  effectively  used  against  the  insurgents. 

I  answered  by  admitting  that  at  one  time  a  quantity  of  arms  and  mil- 
itary stores  ha(i  been  purchased  here  as  a  purely  commercial  transaction 
for  the  use  of  the  federal  army;  but  that  I  had  early  objected  to  this 
practice,  for  the  reason  that  it  prevented  me  from  pressing  my  remon- 
strances against  a  very  different  class  of  operations  carried  on  by  friends 
and  sympathizers  with  the  rebels  in  this  island,  and  it  had  been  discon- 
tinued. We  had,  indeed,  purchased  largely  in  Austria,  but  that  gov- 
ernment had  never  given  any  countenance  to  the  insurgents. 
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His  lordship  observed  that  that  government  had  no  commercial  inter- 
ests pressing  upon  it  for  protection. 

Here  the  conversation  ceased.    His  lordship  said  that  I  had  fallj 
acquitted  myself  of  my  duty,  and  I  took  my  leave. 

There  was  another  topic  touched  upon  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
this  one,  to  which  I^hall  advert  in  another  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

% 

[Extract.] 

No.  149.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

FariSj  May  22, 1862. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatches  Nos.  147  to  150,  both  inclusive,  have  been 
received,  and  their  contents  respectively  noted. 

La  my  prior  dispatches  I  have  informed  you  ftdly  of  ihy  suggestions 
to  the  government  here  as  respects  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  the 
concession  of  belligerent  rights  granted  to  the  South,  and  of  my  purpose 
to  await  the  development  of  a  few  days  before  mooting  the  question 
further.  Your  dispatch  No.  149,  subsequently  received,  and  an  unex- 
pected interview  with  Mr.  Thouvenel,  under  favorable  circumstances, 
induced  me  to  suggest  it  again. 

I  had  a  long  conference  with  him  on  the  21st  instant,  and  am  folly  sat- 
isfled  that  his  previous  answer  given  me  on  this  question  was  upon 
advisement. 

Immediately  upon  my  entering  his  office,  he  said  he  had  just  received 
news  from,  the  United  States;  that  the  day  preceding  the  secretary  of 
their  legation  at  Washington  had  arrived  here,  and  they  had  a  long  talk 
about  our  affairs.  He  referred  to  our  late  successes,  and  the  present 
position  of  our  armies.  He  said  he  had  never  doubted  the  superior 
strength  of  the  North,  nor  of  its  ability  to  overcome  the  South;  but  the 
question  was,  how  were  we  to  govern  them  afterwards  ?  That  under 
our  form  of  government  the  assent  of  the  people  seemed  to  be  essential. 
Putting  his  finger  upon  a  map,  and  pointing  to  the  central  parts  of  the 
gouthem  cotton  States,  he  said  that  when  beaten  they  would  retire  there ; 
that  it  was  a  "cast  country^  and  consequently  very  difficult  to  foresee  the 
future.  I  then  recalled  to  him  my  former  suggestion  as  to  a  withdrawal  of 
the  concession  of  belligerent  rights  as  an  act  of  justice  to  us,  a  friendly 
power,  and  a  certain  means  of  hastening  the  forthcoming  of  cotton  to 
France.  I  pointed  out  to  him  on  the  large  map  received  froip  your  depart- 
ment the  mode  in  which  theinsurrectionistswere  hemmed  in  without  a  port 
or  outlet  to  the  sea,  with  their  cities  taken,  New  Orleans  and  the  Missis- 
sippi River  in  our  possession,  their  feeble  fleet  in  those  waters  destroyed, 
and  with  no  ships  or  commerce  anywhere.  He  said  these  things  were 
true,  and  the  concession  of  belligerent  rights  was  therefore  a  nullity — 
mere  wa«te  paper;  that  it  had  been  granted  originally  because  it  was 
supposed  there  would  be  an  external  as  well  as  an  internal  war  between 
the  parties,  and  it  would  therefore  be  an  essential  to  the  commerce  of 
France :  that  the  concession  was  for  a  purpose  external,  not  internal ; 
but  he  repeated  substantially  what  he  had  said  on  a  prior  occasion,  that 


252  CLAIMS  AGAINST  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

it  would  not  be  a  handsome  thing  in  a  great  government  at  once,  upon 
the  Sonth  being  worsted,  to  with(&aw  a  concession  which  had  been  made 
to  them  in  their  day  of  supposed  strength ;  that,  aside  from  all  political 
reasons,  he  felt  that  such  a  proceeding  would  not  be  exactly  worthy  of 
France;  or,  in  common  parlance,  if  I  understood  him  aright,  the  thing 
would  not  look  well.  Besides,  he  said  again,  they  c<fuld  do  nothing  upon 
this  subject  without  England ;  that  they  had  acted  together,  and  although 
there  had  been  no  treaty  to  that  effect,  yet  France  considered  herself 
bound  by  this  understanding.  The  answers  to  these  suggestions  seemed 
very  obvious,  and  I,  of  course,  used  them.  I  told  him  that  so  far  from 
this  concession  being  regarded  as  of  no  importance  by  the  insurrection- 
ists, their  resolutions  to  destroy  their  cotton,  and  not  to  plant  another 
crop,  were  predicated  altogether  upon  the  hope  that,  in  that  event, 
necessity  would  yet  drive  these  governments  into  alliance  with  them; 
that  so  long  as  this  concession  stood  it  was  a  hand  extended,  encourag- 
ing them  to  hope  for  more ;  that  its  prompt  with^awal  at  this  time 
would  end  the  rebellion  at  once.  1  further  stated  that  this  concession 
of  belligerent  rights  was  made  in  derogation  of  the  sovereign  powers  of 
a  friendly  state,  and  under  a  mistaken  view  of  facts,  and  it  was  but  just 
to  us  that,  upon  the  true  state  of  the  case  appearing,  it  should  be 
promptly  withdrawn ;  that  the  acknowledgment  by  a  foreign  power  of 
another  flag  within  our  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  was  (aside  from  any 
:  •  practical  effects)  a  matter  which,  of  necessity,  touched  the  pride  and 
wounded  the  sensibilities  of  our  people :  that  we  first  appealed  to  France 
to  set  this  matter  right,  because  we  believed  that  France  had  wished  us 
well.  As  respects  England,  with  whom  he  said  France  must  act,  I  told 
him  that  we  could  scarcely  hope^  in  view  of  facts  stated  in  your  recent 
dispatches,  that  she  would  be  willing  to  retrace  her  steps;  that  what- 
ever might  be  the  strictly  official  conduct  of  that  government,  we  could 
scarcely  forbear  to  see  that  it  willfully  closed  its  eyes  to  matters  which 
were  constantly  being  carried  on  in  its  ports  He  said,  in  reply,  he  did  not 
think  we  could  justly  charge  anything  of  this  kind  upon  Prance  or  her 
public  men.  •  •  •  Mr.  ^ouvenel  made  no  other  answer  to  my  remarks 
as  to  contraband  goods  going  from  here  to  the  South  than  as  heretofore 
stated.  When,  however,  I  told  him  of  the  subscriptions  of  i&40,000  and 
£50,000  in  Liverpool,  and  read  to  him  a  ixortion  of  your  dispatch  No.  146, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  you  have  notice  that  five  steamers  have  been  pur- 
chased, fitted,  armed,  and  supplied  with  material  of  war  in  England  to 
prosecute  a  naval  war  against  us,  which  could  be  looked  upon  as  nothing 
less4  than  a  piratical  invasion  of  our  country,  he  seemed,  I  thought, 
somewhat  incredulous.  He  said  it  was  very  strange,  and  that  nothing 
of  that  kind,  as  I  undeTstood  him,  could  be  justified.  I  submitted  to 
him  whether  it  would  not  be  well  for  France,  under  the  circumstance8| 
to  signalize  her  aversion  to  the  designs  of  such  conspirators.  He  said 
he  would  speak  to  Lord  Cowley  on  the  subject.  I  have  thus  given  you 
the  substance  of  another  conference  upon  these  matters.  I  do  not  think 
these  general  conversations  amount  to  much,  except  as  showing  the  gen- 
eral dnft  of  mind  and  purpose  of  the  government  They  are  too  loose 
in  their  nature  to  be  otherwise  regarded.  Inasmuch  as  I  had  learned 
that  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  which  was  left  to  him, 
had,"  submitted  your  recent  long  dispatch  giving  a  summary  of  our  mili- 
tary position,  in  connection  with  the  map  which  accompanied  it,  to  the 
British  government,  I  have  done  the  same  here. 

With  you,  I  feel  the  great  importance  of  a  withdrawal  by  these  powers 
of  this  concession  of  belligerent  rights;  but,  as  I  have  written  you  from 
the  beginning,  I  am  confident  that  it  will  not  be  done  in  France  except 
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in  eoneert  with  England.  This  will  remain  true  so  long  as  the  present 
cordial  relations  between  these  powers  shall  continue  to  exist.  As  yon 
kave  access  at  Washington  to  the  representatiyes  of  both^  and  may  bring 
them  into  conference  ai  your  pleasure,  cannot  you  obtain  some  sugges- 
tions from  th.em  favorable  to  such  course  of  action!  With  aid  from  Mr. 
Mercier  and  Lord  Lyons  something  may  be  done.  Without  such  aid  I 
'fear  it  is  not  at  present  possible  to  accomplish  anything  in  that  direction. 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WnjJAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

•Secretary  of  State. 


]lfr.  Da/ytan  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  154.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSj  June  2,  1862. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatches  Nos.  151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 158,  and  159 
have  been  received. 

No.  151,  while  acknowledging  that  France  has  faithfully  practiced  the 
neutrality  she  has  proclaimed,  again  refers  to  the  anxious  desire  felt  for 
a  withdrawal  from  the  insurgents  of  the  concession  of  belligerent  rights, 
and  dispatch  No.  154  indirectly  refers  to  the  same  thing.  I  have  already 
informed  you  to  what  extent  this  point  has  been  pressed  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  French  government,  and  scarcely  suppose  you  desire  me, 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  go  further.  Indeed,  after  what 
has  been  said  here,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  do  so  at  present.  I 
shall  await  some  encouraging  intimation  from  Mr.  Adams  of  a  change 
of  purpose  in  England,  or  something  from  Mr.  Mercier,  through  you, 
before  I  shall  venture  upon  the  question  again,  unless,  in  the  meantime, 
I  am  otherwise  directed.  I  repeat  that  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  that  France, 
so  long  as  the  entente  cordial  between  the  two  Qountries  continues  to 
exist,  will  in  this  matter  separate  her  policy  from  that  of  England. 
I  am,  sir,  your  pbedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  163*]  Department  op  State, 

Washmgtonj  Jtme  3, 1862. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  May  16  (No.  147)  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President. 

You  were  wise  in  deferring  further  discussion  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  con- 
cerning the  attitude  held  by  France  in  regard  to  the  civil  war  in  this 
countiy,  until  the  expectations  which  you  hsul  akeady  submitted  to  him 
should  have  been  measurably  fulfilled.  The  discretion  you  thus  exer- 
cised is  approved,  and  you  mil  exercise  it  again  as  to  the  time  when  you 
will  submit  what  follows  in  this  paper. 

The  capture  of  New  Orleans,  YorktO¥m,  Norfolk,  Pensacola,  and 
Corinth,  and  the  virtual  removal  of  the  blockade  at  Beaufort,  Port 
Boyal,  and  New  Orleans,  aU  wffich  events  have  either  oocuued  or  become 
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known  at  Paris  since  your  la^t  reported  communications  with  the  French 
minister,  have  not  only  ftilMed  all  the  promises  you  had  at  that  time 
made,  but  they  have  also  more  than  satisfied  the  desires  which  his  gov- 
ernment has,  within  the  last  eight  months,  so  constantly  but  so  courte- 
ously pressed  upon  the  President's  attention,  while  they  are  sutficient  to 
dispel  the  last  doubt  of  the  preservation  of  the  American  Union  which 
coidd  be  indulged  by  candid  men. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  apprehension  of  any  hostile  interven- 
tion would  be  not  less  absurd  on  our  part  than  unjust  and  ungenerous 
towards  France.  So,  also,  the  attitude  of  neutrality^  so  solemnly  pro- 
claimed by  the  Emperor  a  year  ago,  is  fast  resolvmg  itself  into  an 
abstraction,  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  virtually,  there  is  no  longer  any  field, 
on  land  or  water,  where  conflict  with  this  government  can  be  raised  by 
the  rebels  in  the  presence  of  a  foreign  power. 

The  President,  however,  is  not  less  anxious  now  than  heretofore  that 
the  posture  of  tne  French  government  may  be  modified.  Tlie  Emperor 
of  France  has  not  thought  it  unbecoming  to  exi)ose  to  us  the  exigencies 
of  his  own  country,  resulting  from  this  unhappy  contest.  It  cannot  be 
improper,  on  our  part,  to  allude  to  the  susceptibilities  of  the  American 
peoi)le.  Our  prestige  has  been  impaired  by  our  diAisions,  and  we  have 
consequently  encountered  indifference,  coldness,  and,  as  we  think,  injus- 
tice and  injury,  in  our  foreign  relations.  When  we  remember  that  we 
are  a  democratic  power,  that  for  many  years  we  were  a  leading  demo- 
cratic state,  and  that  the  security  of  the  constitutional  republican  system 
ill  other  countries  where  it  has  been  established  has  been  everywhere 
thought  dependent  on  its  success  here,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  we 
think  that  w'hatever  wrong  it  committed  against  us,  in  the  crisis  through 
which  we  are  passing,  is  a  wrong  suffered  by  us  in  the  cause  of  freedom 
and  humanity,  with  which  we  are  always  accustomed  to  identify  repub- 
lican institutions.  We  are,  indeed,  on  the  eve  of  domestic  peace,  but  we 
have  a  deep  interest  in  establishing  that  peace  upon  the  firmest  founda- 
tions and  rendering  it  universal.  The  empire  of  France  rests  upon  a 
democratic  basis.  The  monarch  himself  has  declared  that  that  empire 
is  peace.  We  think,  therefore,  that  he  will  agree  with  us  in  the  desire 
that  whatever  has  anywhere  occurred,  during  our  present  conflict,  to 
produce  feelings  of  distrust  or  alienation  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  countries,  shall  be  seasonably  corrected,  in  order  that  no  such 
sentiments  shall  survive. 

It  is  a  maxim  of  international  intercourse  that  no  government  can 
rightfully  recognize  insurgents  against  another  as  lawi'ul  belligerents, 
except  when  the  state  of  the  contest  is  such  as  to  raise  the  probability 
of  a  successful  revolution.  If  a  recognition  based  on  the  assumption  of 
such  a  probability  has  at  any  time-  been  made,  it  ought  to  be  rescinded 
when  the  probability  has  failed.  Does  any  one  expect  that  a  sovereign 
nation  can  be  organized  by  the  insurrectionary  States  of  the  south, 
while  the  United  States  possess  the  Mississippi  River,  its  tributaries,  and 
its  mouths,  and  virtually  possess,  also,  all  the  navigable  lakes  and  rivers 
of  the  country,  as  well  those  of  the  coast  as  those  which  ai*e  inland, 
together  with  tlie  political  capital  and  all  the  centers  of  manufacturing 
industry  and  commercial  exchange  !  Does  any  one  expect  that  the  insur- 
gents without  a  single  ship  of  w^ar  or  a  place  in  which  to  laimch  one,  or 
fluids  with  which  to  build  it,  with  an  army  demoralized,  a  prostrate 
credit,  and  a  country  exhausted  of  its  wealth  and  resources,  wiU  be  able 
to  change  the  military  position  1  have  described! 

It  is  a  palpable  fact  that  the  movers  of  this  insurrection  never  enter- 
tained any  expectation  of  achieving  a  revblution.    What  they  did  desire 
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and  hope  was  to  open  a  point  for  foreign  intervention,  upon  which  they 
have  relied  to  effect  the  overthrow  of  the  Union.  They  were  shrewd 
men,  and  therefore  could  not  have  entirely  miscalculated  the  conflicting 
forces.  They  began  intrigues  for  intervention  even  before  they  ventured 
upon  rebellion,  and  they  have  plied  those  intrigues  with  more  assiduity 
and  energy  than  they  have  the  work  of  revolution.  In  these  intrigues 
they  have  used  bribes  and  threats  as  they  esteemed  the  conditions  and 
characters  of  foreign  states.  Their  pretented  revolution  was,  therefore, 
«.  fraud  against  mankind.  The  toleration  which  they  received  abroad, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  strife,  may  be  excused  upon  the  ground  of  the 
skill  with  which  they  practiced  the  impostiu*e.  But  now,  when  it  has 
been  so  fully  exposed  and  exploded,  that  toleration  may  justly  be 
expected  to  be  withdrawn. 

But  our  representations  made  to  that  end  are  met  by  a  new  form  of 
argument  based  on  the  assumed  desperation  of  the  insurgents.  We  are 
told  that  although  everywhere  defeated,  the  people  of  the  insurrection- 
ary region  will  not  submit ;  that  they  are  determined  to  carry  on  the 
war;  Siat  the  belligerents  wiU  withdraw  from  the  reach  of  our  navy  on 
the  coasts,  and  the  banks  of  rivers  and  lakes;  that  they  wiU  destroy  all 
productions  and  merchandise  which  they  cannot  remove;  that  they  will 
leave  tederal  garrisons  in  their  cities  a  prey  to  pestilence,  and  will  resort 
to  inland  positions  inaccessible  to  the  federal  armies,  and  direct  from 
such  positions  a  relentless  guerrilla  wa;r  of  indefinite  duration. 

We  might  give  the  fullest  credence  to  these  representations  of  the 
insurgents,  and  then  we  might  say  that  a  campaign  conducted  upon  the 
principles  thus  announced  would  have  no  tendency  whatever  to  exhaust 
the  strength  or  resources  of  this  government.  Resistance  in  such  a  case 
would  cost  for  less  of  life  and  treasure  than  the  nation  is  now  expending. 
But  I  do  not  dwell  on  this  point. 

I  prefer  to  ask  on  what  ground  is  it  that  a  faction  thus  waging 
intestine  war  against  the  government  •of  our  country^  equally  without 
cause  and  without  hope,  could  ask  to  be  regarded  by  friendly  states  as  a 
lawful  belligerent?  To  regard  them  in  that  light  would  be  to  subvert 
maxims  of  the  law  of  nations  universally  accepted.  It  would  be  nothing 
less  than  to  make  every  state  an  insidious  enemy  to  the  peace  of  every 
other  state  in  the  civilized  world,  and  with  the  ultimate  consequence  of 
general  war  among  all  nations.  But  these  menaees  are  ineffectual  and 
harmless.  They  assume  a  condition  of  public  sentiment  in  the  revolu- 
tionary states  which  has  no  existence.  Wherever  the  Union  forces  have 
advanced  they  have  found  a  sentiment  of  loyalty  manifesting  itself  just 
in  the  degree  that  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  federal  government  to 
guarantee  the  safety  of  the  citizen  was  restored.  This  has  been  the  case 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
Missoiu'i,  Virginia,  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  Alabama,  Arkansas,  and 
Florida.  The  federal  government  has  either  maintained  or  resumed  its 
functions  in  the  whole  or  parts  of  aU  the  insurrectionary  communities. 
There  is  no  subjugation  proposed,  nor  is  there  any  necessary.  The  federal 
goveiTiment  has  only  limited  ftmctions  to  perform,  and  every  community 
in  which  it  exercises  them  is,  by  the  very  terms  of  the  Constitution,  left 
to  exercise  self-government  in  all  matters  of  municipal  concern. 

The  insurgents  do  not  withdraw;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  driven 
fix)m  the  coasts,  banks,  and  shores.  Their  commands  for  the  destniction 
of  cotton  and  other  valuables  fail  to  be  obeyed  as  soon  as  their  presence 
is  withdrawn,  No  one  fears  that  the  pestilence  will  obey  their  summons, 
and  follow  their  direction  in  the  pursuit  of  victims.  There  ai'e  no  places 
inaccessible  to  the  federal  army  and  navy,  save  in  the  mountainous 
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districts,  and  there  the  people^  if  not  sdtogether  loyal,  are  at  least  divided. 
The  guerrilla  war  which  l^ey  threaten  must  thereiore  be  a  social  war, 
confined  to  portions  of  the  insurrectionary  States,  leaving  the  loyal  States 
in  the  enjoyment  of  profound  peace.  But  guerrilla  soldiery,  like  all  other, 
must  have  arms,  ammunition,  and  supplies,  and  for  these  they  must 
depend  upon  labor,  and  in  this  case  upon  slave  labor.  Slaves  desert 
their  occupations,  and  even  cast  off  their  bondage,  just  as  rapidly  as  this 
civil  war  approaches  them.  Ti'oops  of  them  are  encountered  on  all  the 
highways,. and  the  federal  camps  everywhere  are  crowded  with  them. 
Agents  of  foreign  governments  are  awaiting  here  to  receive  them  at  our 
hands.  Either  the  insurgents  must  allow  their  slaves  to  escape  with 
impunity,  or  must  prevent  them  by  force.  The  attempt  at  prevention 
converts  the  civil  war  at  once  into  a  servile  war.  Thus,  instead  of  inau- 
gurating a  guerrilla  war,  the  insurgents  are  preparing  for  themselves  the 
most  destnictive  scourge  ever  experienced  among  men. 

These  facts  are  calcidated  to  awaken  the  most  serious  thought.  The 
reflections  they  suggest  concern  the  highest  interests  of  nations,  and 
reach  the  noblest  springs  of  human  action.  I  forbear  from  giving  them 
an  application  to  the  merely  ephemeral  interests  of  my  own  country  or 
of  France. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfeq.,  <fcc.,  <fco. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  272.]  •       Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  9, 1862. 

Snt :  Your  dispatch  of  May  22  (No.  164)  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President.    He  regrets  that  her  Majesty's  government  does  not  deem  it 
important  to  reconsider  its  attitude  towards  the  United  States. 
•  •••••••• 

The  condition  of  our  relati(5ns  with  maritime  powers  is  becoming  a  sub- 
ject of  popular  debate,  and  is  likely  to  be  agitated  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. It  is  impossible  here  to  understand  the  policy  by  which  the 
British  government  is  persuaded  that  the  sensibilities  of  this  countay, 
upon  the  subject  of  its  sovereignty  and  true  independence,  in  such  a  crisis 
aj9  this,  are  wisely  disregarded. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghables  Fbancis  Adajhb,  Esq.,  <£ro.,  d^e.,  &o. 


Mr.  8ewa/rd  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  167.]  DEPABTMEIfT  OP  STATE, 

Washington^  June  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  June  2  (No.  164)  has  been  received.  While  the 
President  regrets  that,  in  your  opinion,  there  is  no  immediate  prospect 
of  success  in  inducing  the  government  of  France  to  rescind  the  declara- 
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tion  of  neutrality  which  it  adopted  last  year,  he  does  not  at  all  doubt  the 
fidelity  and  earnestness  with  which  you  have  i>resented  the  subject ;  and 
he  has  intended  to  leave,  as  he  still  leaves,  the  prosecution  of  that  object 
to  your  own  discretion,  in  which  he  reposes  the  utmost  confidence. 

A  change  of  position  by  the  maritime  powers  is,  in  his  judffment,  essen- 
tial to  an  early  and  comi>lete  restoration  of  commerce  between  this 
country  and  Europe.  But  the  interest  of  those  powers  in  that  restora- 
tion is  now  fully  as  great  as  our  ovm,  IIa\ing  submitted  our  convictions 
with  frankness,  and  enforced  them  with  arguments  derived  from  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  things  in  this  country,  we  can  now  cheer- 
fiilly  leave  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  parties  so  deeply  interested. 

It  is  proper,  however,  that  you  should  understand  that  the  British  and 
French  goveniments  do  not  at  all  hesitate  to  suggest  to  us  continual 
modifications  of  a  blockade,  unquestionably  lawful  in  all  respects,  with  a 
view  to  facilitate  their  acquisition  of  cotton,  while  the  concessions  al- 
readv  made  seem  to  the  President  to  entitle  us  to  the  exercise  of  some 
reciprocal  liberality  on  their  part. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  c£c.,  <fec.,  &c. 


Mr.  Sexcard  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  178.]  Depaetjuent  of  State, 

Washington^  July  10, 1862. 
SiB:     ••••••*• 

We  have  heard  and  redressed  every  injury  of  which  any  foreign  state 
has  Complained,  and  we  have  relaxed  a  blockade  in  favor  of  foreign  com- 
merce that  we  might  rightfully  have  maintained  with  inflexibility.  We 
have  ohly  complained  because  an  attitude  of  neutrality,  encouraging  to 
rebellion  among  us,  adopted  hastily  and  unnecessarily,  has  not  been  re- 
linquished when  the  progress  of  the  war  showed  that  it  was  as  injurious 

as  it  was  ill-advised. 

•  •  •  •'•  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Scicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracta.l 

ITo.  303.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  18, 1862. 
Sm:     ••  •••••• 

All  our  efforts  are  measurably  counteracted  by  the  attitude  of  those 
governments  which  recognize  our  internal  enemy  as  a  lawful  public  bel- 
ligerent, and  thereby  are  understood  as  encouraging  it  to  hope  for  recog- 
nition and  intervention.  Those  efforts  are  counteracted  also  by  an  illicit 
British  trade,  which  supplies  that  enemy  with  ships  of  war,  arms,  am* 

17  A  0— vol.  i 


258  CLAIMS   AGAINST   GREAT   BRITAIN. 

munition,  supplies,  aud  credit.  And  still  more  are  they  counteracted 
by  til©  now  conceded  political  sym[)atliies  of  Euroi>eau  masses  and 
classes,  who  improve  the  civil  war  in  this  country  and  the  distresses  it 
works  to  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests  of  their  own  coun- 
tries to  raise  against  us  there  a  i)rejudice  which  has  the  moral  effect  of 
sustaining  and  prolonging  that  civil  war. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  cfcc,  &e. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

'No.  195.]  .         Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  September  13,  1862. 

Sir:  There  have  been  such  frequent  references,  in  the  English  as  weU 
as  the  American  journals,  to  conferences  between  Mr.  Slidell  and  Mr. 
Thouvenel,  that  I  began  .to  think  that  tliere  might  be  something  import- 
ant which  I  should  know  but  I  did  not.  In  a  conversation,  therefore,  of 
some  length,  had  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  yesterday,  I  referred  to  the  sub- 
ject. I  stated  that  he  might  have  observed  I  had  not  for  some  time 
past  referred  to  Mr.  Slidell,  or  the  efforts  at  this  court  of  the  emissaries 
of  the  South;  that  I  had  avoided  it  because,  as  I  understood,  they  had 
no  official  relations  with  the  French  court.  To  this  he  assented.  I  then 
stated  generally,  that  if  any  propositions  or  suggestions  had  come  or 
should  come,  from  any  source,  afi'ecting  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  should  be  entertained  or  considered  by  the  French 
government,  I  should  be  thankful  to  him  if  he  would  let  me  know  what 
they  were,  that  I  might  nmke  such  suggestions  as  might  be  necessary. 
I  did  this  because  1  had  seen  it  distinctly  stated  that  certain  suggestions 
or  propositions  as  to  the  modification  of  slavery  in  the  Scmth  had  been 
made  and  recently  renewed,  and  I  felt  that  if  such  unofficial  sugges- 
tions or  propositions,  which  I  could  not  strictly  inquii:e  about,  were 
entertained  by  the  government,*  we  were  in  a  worse  i)osition  in  this 
respe(it  than  if  these  emissaries  had  been  duly  accredited  and  received. 
Mr.  Thouvenel,  without  giving  a  direct  answer  to  my  suggestions,  imme- 
diately said  that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Slidell  once,  when  he  arrived  in  Paris, 
about  which  we  knew  everything;  that  afterwards,  about  the  time  that 
Mr.  Mason  last  applied  to  Earl  Kussell,  and  for  a  like  purpose,  Mr.  Sli- 
dell applied  to  him ;  that  these  were  the  only  occasions  u]>on  which  he 
had  seen  Mr.  Slidell,  and  he  much  doubted  if  the  latter  felt  greatly  flat- 
tered by  his  reception.  He  said  he  was  quite  sure  that  Mr.  Slidell  was 
satisfied  that  his  arguments  had  failed  to  convince  him  (3Ir.  Thou- 
venel) of  the  propriety  of  recognizing  the  South;  that  the  argument  of 
Mr.  Slidell  for  recognition  was  precisely  that  which  we  had  used  for  a 
withdrawal  of  a  concession  of  belligerent  rights — to  wit,  that  it  would 
"end  the  war;"  that  there  might  be  vsome  writing  or  negotiation  after- 
wards, but  that  a  recognition  by  France  would  substantially  end  the 
war!  He  added  that  he  did  not  believe  that  Mr.  Slidell  had  ever  writ- 
ten to  his  government  aU  that  lie  (Mr.  Thouvenel)  said  to  him  on  the 
subject.  He  furthermore  said  that  Mr.  De  Leon,  ex-consul,  &c.,  (author 
of  a  southern  pamphlet  published  here,)  and  whom  he  seemed  to  consider 
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as  another  sonthem  agent  now  here,  he  had  never  seen  at  all.  The  pam- 
phlet theu  lay  on  his  tiible.  He  added  that  I  knew  well  his  sympathies 
an(J  his  acts  had  been  with  us  from  the  beginning.  This,  I  am  satisfied, 
has  been  so.  You  maj^  have  remarked  in  times  past  that  the  subject  of 
slavery,  the  causes  of  the  rebellion,  or  the  right  of  secession,  have  not 
been  in  our  conferences  a  subject  of  general  discussion.  The  truth  is, 
no  occasion  has  arisen  to  make  such  discussion  needftd  or  proper.  I 
have  always  been  satisfied  that  Mr.  Thouvenel's  views  on  the  subject 
were  right.  He  knows,  and  i)erfectly  appreciates  the  fact  that  slavery 
lies  at  the  basis  of  the  insurrection;  that  it  is  not  free  trade,  nor  any 
other  of  the  pretexts  or  political  pretenses  which  are  put  forth  by  south- 
em  emissaries,  that  have  led  to  this  state  of  things.  I  only  wish  he  was 
as  well  satisfied  of  our  power  to  suppress  the  insurrection  as  I  believe 
him  to  be  satisfied  of  our  right  to  do  so.  •  •  • 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  359.]  Department  op  State, 

Washinfftarij  September  26, 1862. 

Sir:         •  •  •  •  •  • 

In  the  beginning  of  our  domestic  troubles,  all  the  outside  world  was 
apparently  in  a  state  o5  profound  and  permanent  peace.  It  seemed  as 
if,  unavoidably,  irritation  was  produced  in  several  foreign  countries  by 
the  derangement  of  our  national  commerce,  and  they  were  not  only 
entirely  free  to  combine  against  us  and  enforce  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  but  were  even  being  impelled  by  very  powerful  influences  to  enter 
into  such  a  combination.  Perhaps  the  most  portentous  incident  which 
has  occurred  in  the  progress  of  this  unhappy  strife  was  the  announcement 
made  to  us  by  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  that  they 
had  agreed  to  act  together  in  regard  to  the  questions  which  it  should 
present  for  their  consideration.  Every  one  knows  the  influence  that  the 
united  wills  of  tjiese  two  great  maritime  powers  carry  in  the  councils  of 
other  states.  It  has  been  for  us  of  late  a  relief  to  perceive  that  although 
European  cabinets  still  maintain  their  conventional  accord,  yet  the  funda- 
mental political  interests  of  the  states  they  represent  are  forcing  them- 
selves into  notice  and  tempering,  if  not  modifying,  the  proceedings  of 

their  governments. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc.y  dtc,  (be. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  373.]  Depaet]ment  of  State, 

WasUngton^  October  20, 1862. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  October  3  (No.  230)  has  been  received.    Your 
proceeding  in  presenting  to  her  Majesty's  government  a  remonstrance 


260  CLAIMS  AGAINST   GREIt   BRITAIN. 

against  the  practices  of  British  subjects  in  arming  and  fitting  out  priva- 
teers to  depredate  on  American  commerce  is  approved  by  the  President. 
The  language  and  tlie  effect  of  your  remonstrance  are  equally  satisfac- 
tory. When  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  it  was  proposed 
here  to  issue  letters  of  marque  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce 
against  such  depredations  by  the  insurgents,  the  proposition  was  relin- 
quished on  the  ground  that  they  had  no  ports  here  \iithin  control  fix)m 
which  piratical  cruisers  could  be  sent  out,  and  it  was  not  apprehended 
that  the  shores  of  Great  Britain  would  be  suffered  to  be  used  by  them 
for  a  base  of  operations.  Yet  we  now  see  a  piratical  vessel  built,  manned^ 
armed,  equipped,  and  dispatched  from  a  British  port,  and  roaming  at 
large  on  the  seas,  without  even  touchipg  the  American  shores,  destroy- 
ing American  merchantmen  as  if  there  were  no  treaties  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  while  entrance  into  British  ports  for  coals 
and  other  supplies  is  denied  to  our  national  armed  vessels  under  a  pro- 
clamation of  neutrality.  This  is  one  of  the  lamentable  fruits  of  the  policy 
which  Great  Britain  adopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  without 
previous  consultation  with  the  United  States,  and  has  persisted  in  ever 
since  in  opposition  to  their  earnest  and  persevering  remonstrances.  Our 
agents  are  reporting  to  us  new  and  larger  military  and  naval  prepara- 
tions in  British  ports,  and  if  they  are  to  be  allowed  to  go  on  to  their  con- 
clusion, and  to  operate,  as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  the  290,  will  not 
the  result  be  that,  while  Great  Britain  avows  neutrality,  her  subjects  are 
practically  allies  of  the  internal  enemies  of  the  United  States  ?  The 
President  will  not  consent  to  believe  that  her  Britannic  Majesty's  govern- 
ment would  willingly  allow  a  condition  of  affairs  to  occm*  which  would 
seem  to  leave  to  the  United  States  almost  no  hope  of  remaining  at 
peace  with  Great  Britain  without  sacrifices  for  wlpch  no  peace  could  ever 
compensate. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  is  adopting  all  possible  means  to  meet  the 
new  exigency  which  has  occurred. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfcc,  d;c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

[Extract.] 

No.  418.J  Department  of  State, 

Washingtortj  December  8, 1862. 
Sm:    •••••••• 

.  I  notice  in  the  communication  of  Earl  Eussell  the  appearance  rather 
than  the  expression  of  a  belief  that  the  United  States  are  more  tolerant 
of  real  or  apparent  injury  from  France  tlian  of  such  injury  coming  from 
Great  Britain,  and  that  they  would  prefer  rather  the  friendship  of  the 
former  than  of  the  latter  country.  Perhaps  a  word  or  two  on  this  subject 
may  not  now  be  out  of  season.  Beyond  all  doubt  the  people  of  the 
United  States  desire  peace  and  friendship  with  both  of  those  powers. 
A  traditional  sympathy  with  France  has  come  down  to  us  from  the  rev- 
olutionary age.  It  has  not,  however,  been  strong  enough  for  many  years 
past  to  persuade  the  American  people  to  bear  with  i)atience  any  aggres- 
sion that  France  might  commit.  On  the  other  hand,  two  wars  with 
Great  Britain  have  left  memories  that  are  impatient.    But  the  growing 
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intercourse  between  the  two  countries  has  counteracted  those  memories, 
so  that  the  people  would  not  ^villiugly  do  Great  Britain  any  wrong,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  are  in  a  temper  to  become  fast  friends.  The 
joint  proceedings  of  the  two  countries  in  regard  to  this  war  have  neutral- 
ized those  national  sentiments  in  a  large  degree.  Our  commerce  has 
suffered,  and  our  armies  have  been  hindered  by  actual  co-operation  of 
British  subjects  with  the  insurgents,  while  no  considerable  giievances  of 
that  kind  have  been  inflicted  upon  us  by  France.  I  do  not  profess  to  know, 
nor  do  I  care  to  inquire,  whether  the  French  press  and  the  French  states- 
men have  been  a«  intolerant  towards  us  as  the  British  press  and  the  British 
statesmen.  It  is  enough  that  the  latter  8i)eak  and  print  in  our  own  tongue, 
and  everybody  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  reads  and  hears  them.  The 
French  employ  a  diflt'erent  language,  and,  practically,  are  not  read  and  heard 
in  our  country.  The  people  have  hitherto  been  jealous  and  watchful  of 
both  Great  Britain  and  France,  because  the  language  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  each  were  not  as  forbearing,  or,  if  it  would  suit  tli^m  better,  I 
would  say  not  so  generous,  as  was  exi>ected,  and  because  there  was  a 
prevailing  consciousness  on  our  part  that  wo  were  not  yet  fully  prepared 
for  a  foreign  war.  This  latter  con\iction  is  passing  away.  It  is  now  ap- 
parent to  observingand  considerate  men  thatno  European  state  is  as  really 
capable  to  do  us  harm  as  we  are  capable  to  defend  ourselves.  There  is, 
moreover,  a  general  convict-ion  that  we  have  deserved  peace  and  friend- 
ship at  the  hands  of  all  nations,  and  that  if  war  must  come  from  any 
foreign  quarter,  our  cause  will  be  a  just  one,  and  such  a  war  would  rather 
strengthen  the  Union  than  add  to  its  present  dangers.  The  time,  there- 
fore, is  a  propitious  one  for  the  restoration  of  harmonious  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  It  will  be  through  her 
own  fault,  not  ours,  if  the  restoration  does  not  come.  All  that  stands 
in  the  way  of  it  is  the  injurious  attitude  of  armed  neutrality  between 
the  United  States  and  a  domestic  faction  that  is  seeking  their  overthrow — 
a  neutrality  that,  as  we  think,  was  unnecessarily  proclaimed,  and  has 
re^sulted  in  making  British  ports  a  base  for  a  feeble  yet  irritating  and 
vexatious  maritime  war  against  this  coimtiy.  British  ships  and  even 
fleets  ride  in  our  ports  free,  honored,  and  respected.  Armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  are  allowed  only  restricted  entrance,  with  irritating 
conditions,  in  British  ports,  colonial  as  well  as  domestic,  when  tliey  are 
sent  to  watch  the  appearance  of  privately  armed  hostile  exx)editions  sent 
out  from  those  ports  by  or  through  the  activity  of  British  subjects — an 
activity  which,  although  forbidden,  is  nevertheless  pra<»ticed  with  impu- 
nity, and  in  defiance  of  miuiicipal  law  as  well  as  international  justice. 
It  no  longer  rests  with  this  country  to  suggest  remedies  for  this  evO. 
All  that  c(mld  be  suggested  on  that  subject  has  been  offered  and  reite- 
rated. The  whole  case  may  be  summed  up  in  this :  The  United  States 
claim,  and  they  must  continually  claim,  that  in  this  war  they  are  a  whole 
sovereign  nation,  and  entitled  to  the  same  resi)ect  as  such  that  they 
accord  to  Great  Britain,  (ireat  Britain  does  not  treat  them  as  such  a 
sovereign,  and  hence  all  the  evils  that'  disturb  their  intercourse  and 
endangiT  tluur  friendship.  Great  Britain  justifies  her  (»ourse  and  perse- 
veres. The  United  States  do  not  admit  the  justification,  and  so  they  are 
obliged  to  complain  and  stand  ui)on  their  guard.  Those  in  either  coun- 
try who  desire  to  see  the  two  nations  remain  in  this  relation  are.  not  well- 
advised  friends  of  either  of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Fra>'Cis  Adams,  Esq.,  cCe.,  etc.,  dec. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  355.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  2Q^  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  Daily  News 
and  the  Morning  Post,  of  the  24th  instant,  containing  a  report  of  the 
speeches  made  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  previous  evening  on  American 
aifairs.  •••♦••• 
The  reply  of  Lord  Eussell  will  doubtless  attract  much  more  of  your 
attention.  I  tliink  it,  in  spirit,  the  most  satisfactory  of  all  the  speeches 
he  has  made  since  I  have  been  at  this  i)ost.  Had  he  commenced  in  the 
same  tone  in  May,  1861,  when  I  arrived,  things  would  have  been  now  in 
a  much  more  satisfactory  state  between  the  two  countries  than  they  are. 
The  fact  that  not  a  word  more  was  uttered  in  an  assembly  not  less  than 
four-fifths  of  whom  may  be  fairly  regarded  as  no  well-wishers  to  any- 
thing American  is  not  without  significance.  In  this  connection  it  may 
be  ad\isable  for  you  to  glance  at  the  comments  made  on  this  debate  by 
the  London  Times  of  the  following  morning.  It  will  not  escape  your 
observation  that  the  question  is  now  felt  to  be  taking  a  shape  which  was 
scarcely  anticipated  by  the  managers  when  they  first  undertook  to  guide 
the  British  mind  to  the  overthrow  of  free  institutions  in  ^Vmerica^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  seivant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  AD AJVIS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

jSecretary  of  State. 

[For  speech  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, 
Ko.  4.] 

Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  336.]  Departivient  of  State, 

Washington^  April  24, 1863. 

Sir:      .         •  •  •  •  •  • 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  that,  beyond  what  we  deem 
the  original  error  of  Finance  in  recognizing,  unnecessarily,  as  we  think, 
the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent,  we  have  every  reason  to  appreciate  the 
just  and  impartial  observance  of  neutrality  which  has  been  practiced  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  France  by  the  government  of  the  Emperor.  In 
any  case  it  will  be  hereafter,  as  it  has  beeu  heretofore,  a  pleasing  duty  to 
conduct  all  our  belligerent  proceedings  so  as  to  iuttict  no  wronger  injury 
ui)on  the  government  or  the  people  of  the  French  empire. 

You  have  also  done  the  country  a  good  service  in  explaining,  in  yoyr 
conversations  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  the  mauner  in  which  we  have 
heretofore  maintained  our  neutrality  in  foreign  wars,  by  enforcing  our 
enlistment  laws,  which  are  in  all  respects  the  same  as  those  of  Great 
Britain. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfce.,  tCc,  etc. 


CLAIMS  AGAINST   GREAT   BRITAIN.  263 

^  ■ 

Mr,  Seicard  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  669.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  30, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  your  disp«itch  of  the  16th  of  July,  (No.  452,)  which  informs 
me  of  ]VIr.  Roebuck's  withdrawal  of  his  motion  for  a  recognition  of  the 
insurgents  on  the  13th  instant.  A  careful  observation  of  events  as  they 
vere  transpiring  in  Great  Britain  had  prepared  us  for  this  result. 

The  concurrence  of  many  important  incidents  entitles  us  to  regard  the 
present  hour  as  a  crisis  of  our  ci^il  war.  The  campaign  in  Virginia, 
Ohio,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  although  it  had  been  well 
matured,  and  was  prosecuted  with  great  assiduity  and  unsurpassed  hero- 
ism, was  nevertheless  attended,  until  recently,  by  discouraging  delays, 
reverses,  and  disasters.  The  insurgents  had  gotten  up  with  much  skill 
and  energy  a  loan  abroad,  based  on  an  assumption  of  their  eventual  suc- 
cess, which  seemed  to  promise  them  an  available  and  durable  credit  in 
the  European  market.  This  achievement  enabled  them  to  employ,  with- 
out stint,  many  artificers  of  Great  Britain,  and  some  other  countries,  in 
furnishing  all  the  materials  and  machinery  of  land  and  naval  warfare, 
while  they  threatened  to  constrain  the  world's  manufactures  into  an 
advocacy  of  their  sovereignty  and  independence.  Successes  like  these 
procured  for  them  political  agencies  in  France  and  Great  Britain,  which, 
repressing  the  national  sentiments  of  those  countries,  and  stifling  even 
their  sympathies  with  the  cause  of  progress  and  humanity  in  Euroi)e  as 
well  as  in  America,  made  it  seem  for  a  time,  at  least,  probable  that  the 
two  powers  which  are  the  most  dominating,  and  therefore  the  most 
interested  in  the  stability  of  this  nation,  with  its  free  government  and 
liberal  institutions,  would  combine  to  overthrow,  devastate,  and  destroy 
whatever  of  government,  commerce,  and  culture  had  been  created  on  this 
continent.  The  conspiracy  against  our  country,  which  thus  flourished 
apparently  unchecked  in  so  many  of  the  slave  States,  and  which  had 
effected  such  startling  combinations  in  Europe,  boiTowed  aid  which  can- 
not be  condemned  or  deplored  too  much  from  interests  in  the  loyal  States 
that  counselled  the  obtaining  of  i)eace,  indolence,  personal  exemptions 
and  partisan  advantages  at  the  imminent  hazard,  if  not  at  the  certain 
cost,  of  even  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  a  surrender  as  well  of  the 
liberties  of  the  country  as  of  its  hitherto  supposed  well-assured  and 
beneficent  destiny.  This  concurrence  of  signs,  favorable  to  the  success 
of  the  insurrection,  raised  the  hopes  of  its  authors  to  a  state  of  i^re- 
sumption.  They  broke  and  trampled  upon  the  cartels  of  military  ex- 
changes, defied  and  despised  well-prepared  assaults,  set  on  foot  invasions 
of  the  loyal  States,  and  demanded  passage  and  admission  for  a  represent- 
ative, on  equivocal  pretenses,  at  Washington.  Such  audacity  is  of  itself, 
for  a  season,  and  in  favorable  circumstances,  no  contemi)tible  element 
of  political  force. 

But  the  imposing  fabric  of  insurgent  expectations  has  been  suddenly 
shattered.  The  cailipaigns,  so  long  unsuccessful,  have  culminated  in 
•victories  which,  as  a  whole,  are  as  demonstrative  and  fruitful  as,  i)erhaps, 
ever  attended  any  combination  of  mihtary  and  naval  movements  when 
the  theater  wa«  a  continent.  The  basis  has  fallen  out  of  their  fiscal  sys- 
tem. Their  pretended  securities  sell  at  the  rate  of  nine  cents  on  the  dol- 
lar at  home,  where,  at  last,  their  value  abroad  must  always  be  ascertained* 
The  insurgents  must  hereafter  base  their  claims  on  foreign  nations  for 
material  and  capital — not,  as  heretofore,  upon  promises  of  speculative 
profit,  but  upon  the  charity  of  contributors.    France  and  Great  Britiiin, 
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relieved  of  artificial  and  exaggerated  importunities,  will  have  abundant 
leisure  to  consider  the  morality  and  justice  of  recognition,  as  well  as  the 
possible  dangers  and  evils  which  may  attend  the  attempt  to  renew 
European  domination  on  a  continent  that,  with  very  opposite  ideas  of 
government  and  social  sentiments,  is  rai>idly  advancing  to  an  equality 
in  population,  w<^alth,  and  power  with  Europe  itself.  It  begins  to  be 
seen  that,  although,  like  every  other  country,  the  United  States  are  not 
exempt  from  faction,  yet,  the  ])eople  need  only  to  see  and  to  realize  any 
new  national  danger,  and  time  to  measure  the  amount  of  sacrifices  required, 
to  avert  it.  When  they  have  done  this,  the  last  sacrifices  are  as  cheer- 
fully made  as  the  first.  Arrogance,  menaee,  and  military  severity  on  the 
part  of  the  insurgents  have  given  place  to  spasmodic  demands  for  new 
and  final  levies  of  men  and  money,  now  discovered  to  be  essential  for 
mere  self-defense. 

What  is  the  instruction  of  this  crisis!  I  do  not  forget  that  war,  espe- 
cially civil  war,  is  capricious.  I  know  very  well  that  the  rainbow,  which 
appears  when  the  clouds  have  parted,  is  not  always  a  sure  sign  that  even 
worse  tempests  are  not  gathering  in  the  political  skies.  ^Nevertheless  we 
must  act  upon  such  indications  as  Providence  is  pleased  to  favor  us  with, 
always  applying  to  them  the  test  of  experience.  One  of  the  instructions 
of  exiierience  is,  that,  usually,  a  short  and  convulsive  life  is  appointed 
to  factions,  while  nations,  like  individuals,  though  obliged  to  encounter 
many  successive  and  fearful  dangers,  are  yet  created  to  endure  and  fiil- 
fiU  great  ends.  So  we  regard  the  present  stage  of  this  contest  as  reas- 
suring us  of  the  ultimate  deliverance  of  the  country,  and  the  salvation, 
in  their  full  extent,  of  its  teiritory  and  its  free  institutions. 

At  the  moment,  however,  when  we  are  accepting  this  satisfactory  view, 
we  find  that  we  are  drifting,  notwithstanding  oiu*  most  earnest  and  vig- 
orous resistance,  towards  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  Our  commerce  on 
the  high  seas  is  perishing  under  the  devastation  of  shi])s  of  war  that  are 
sent  out  for  that  purpose  from  British  coasts,  by  British  subjects,  and 
we  hear  of  new  corsairs  and  more  formidable  ai'maments  of  that  kind, 
designed  even  to  dislodge  us  from  the  military  occupation  of  insui*gent 
ports  and  to  burn  and  destroy  our  principal  cities,  and  tliese  armaments, 
it  is  represented  to  us  by  imposing  British  authorities,  the  government 
of  Grciit  Britain  is  not  authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  realm  to  restrain. 
It  cannot  be  deemed  offensive  to  say  that  at  any  period  of  our  history 
when  we  were  not  suflering  from  intestine  war,  these  injuries  would  not 
have  been  borne.  At  least  if,  is  tnie  that  they  were  not  attempted  imtil 
we  were  seen  to  have  fallen  ui)on  the  calamities  of  civil  war.  Great 
Britain  might  ask  herself  whether,  if  a  similar  opportunity  for  such  hos- 
tilities shoidd  oiler,  she  would  consent  to  beiir  like  assaiUts  ui)ou  her 
commerce  and  her  sovereignty.  I  know  no  one  point  of  political  calcu- 
lation more  certain  than  this,  that  just  what  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
would  do,  under  defbied  circumstances,  in  self-defense,  that  is  what,  under 
the  same  circumstances,  the  people  in  whose  name  I  am  writing  must 
and  will  do  in  their  own  defense. 

I  would,  if  properly  I  could,  shut  out  from  consideration  another  ele- 
ment which  enters  into  the  case.  Great  Britain  has  at  no  time  intimated 
that,  even  with  the  cx)-operatiou  of  France,  she  would  adopt  or  sanction 
a  war  or  a  hostile  policy  against  the  United  States.  Her  goveniment  has 
on  apt  occasions  intlicated  a  very  difterent  and  much  more  just  dis})osi- 
tion.  We  respect  the  government  and  people  of  Great  Britain  for  her 
persistence  in  these  indications.  Nevertheless  we  have  the  i)ersonal 
authority  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  for  the  fact  that  he  has  aimounced 
to  Great  Britain  that  he  is  willing  to  follow,  if  Great  Britain  wiU  decide 
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to  lead  the  way,  in  recognizing  the  insurgents.  To  give  such  a  recogni- 
tion, under  the  circumstances,  would  be  to  them  a  tlemonstration  more 
potential  than  a  fleet  or  an  army,  while  it  would  authoritatively  sanction 
the  piratical  enterprises  of  British  subjects,  which,  even  when  disavowed 
by  Great  Britain,  ai-e  pro\ing  intolerable  to  the  United  States.  At  the 
same  time  it  is  to  be  observed  that  Great  Britain  as  well  as  France  has 
been  explicitly  informed  by  the  United  States  that  a  recognition  of  the 
insurgents  would  necessarily  be  deemed  by  them  an  unfriendly  proceed- 
ing. Virtually,  therefore,  France  invites  Great  Britain  to  an  alliance 
offensive  and  injiu'ious  to  the  United  States.  Judging  with  the  light 
which  falls  ui)on  our  position,  such  an  alliance  would  be  morally  wrong; 
for  of  what  crime  against  both  or  either  of  these  two  nations,  or  agauist 
any  nation,  are  the  United  States  accused  If  What  unatoned  wrong  have 
they  done  which  France  and  Great  Britain  are  entitled  by  the  law  of 
nations  to  redress?  The  United  States  have  fallen,  not  without  forty 
years  of  protracted  resistance,  into  a  state  of  civil  war,  which  is  an  incon- 
venience to  other  mai'itime  and  commercial  powers.  Has  either  Great 
Britain  or  France,  or  any  other  nation,  sinned  less  against  the  peace  of 
the  world  than  the  United  States  I  If  ever  a  nation  could  pleiid  success- 
fully the  inepressibility  of  the  elements  of  a  civil  strife,  it  is  the  United 
States  on  this  occasion.  World-planted  and  cherished,  African  slavery 
here  has  audaciously  risen  up  to  overihrow  a  government^  the  most  equal 
and  just  that  has  ever  been  established  among  men,  and  to  erect  a  new 
one  exclusively  upon  the  ba«is  of  human  bondage.  The  United  States 
refuse  to  be  destroyed  or  divided  by  such  an  agency  for  such  a  purpose. 
It  is  not  easy,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  to  conceive  how  such  a  ci\il 
war  can  be  looked  upon  with  favor,  br  even  with  indilierence,  in  Europe. 
We  have,  nevertheless,  accepted  the  faet  that  Great  Britain  and  France 
do  regard  this  insurrection  with  favor,  on  the  demand  of  the  statesmen 
and  presses  which  seem  most  to  engage  the  confidence  of  the  people  in 
those  countries.  France  now  requires  us  to  go  one  step  further  and  to 
accept  the  fact  that  Great  Britam  and  herself  ought  to  vote  for  the 
admission  of  the  insurgents  into  the  family  of  nations.  The  gi*ound  upon 
which  the  Emperor  favors  that  extraordinary  proceeding  is,  that  it  is 
expected  that  it  would  tend  to  bring  our  unhappy  civil  war  to  a  close. 
His  Imperitd  Majesty  seems,  to  me,  to  have  widely  misconstrued  the 
characjter  of  the  American  i)eople.  They  are  a  brave  and  a  jealous  peo- 
ple ;  they  have  made  it  their  chief  duty,  throughout  a  whole  century,  to 
achieve  a  national  independence  and  acquire  a  continental  influence,  just 
like  that  which  France  and  Great  Britain  have  respectively  won  through 
the  conflicts  of  eight  centuries.  The  people  of  the  United  States  undoubt- 
edly desire  peace,  but  they  would  neither  accept  a  peaee  that  the  pro- 
posed combination  would  offer  them,  nor  acquiesce  in  it  if  it  were  possible 
to  force  it  upon  them.  European  powers  can  dictate  peace,  even  to 
Asiatic  communities,  only  by  subjugating  them,  and  yet  they  have  been 
undergoing  the  process  of  moral  decline  since  the  era  of  Alexander. 
American  society,  on  the  contrary,  is  in  the  full  vigor  of  youth ;  it  is  too 
enlightened  not  to  resist  extirpation  or  aggression  by  foreign  i)owers.  I 
forbear  from  pressing  the  consideration  that  such  a  proceeding  to  enforce 
peace,  in  the  United  States,  would  be  immoral,  or  the  consideniticm  that 
accxjptance  of  a  peace  thus  comi)elled  would  be  suicidal.  Those  who 
should  be  prepared  for  an  attempt  either  to  subjugate  the  United  States 
by  force  or  to  divide  and  separate  them  by  foreign  influence,  coidd  not 
be  exi>ected  to  apprehend  the  sensibilities  and  the  sentiments  which 
prevail  among  the  people  whom  it  is  proposed  in  that  extraordinary  way 
to  pacify. 
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Certainly,  however,  it  behooves  all  the  parties  concerned  to  consider 
what  probably  will  be  the  consequences  to  themselves  if  the  intemperate 
action  of  British  subjects  and  the  inducement  of  French  alliance  shall 
bring  on  a  war  between  Great  Britain  aud  France  and  the  United  States. 
Suppose  it  to  result  in  the  success  of  the  allies  !  I  have  already  said  that 
no  pea(;e  accepted  at  their  hands  could  endure.  Are  the  allies  strong 
enough  to  garrison  the  American  continent  f  Will  they  ever  be  prepared 
to  guarantee  the  new  slave  State,  and  to  hold  its  ambition  for  territory 
and  its  cupidity  for  slaves  within  bounds!  And  what  are  the  bounds  to 
be  prescribed!  Shall  that  new  slave  State  be  allowed  to  extend  slavery 
and  dominion  only  throughout  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States, 
or  are  the  anomalous  and  hateful  institutions  to  be  restored  in  Mexico 
and  throughout  Spanish  America,  including  the  West  India  Islands  f  It 
has  reciuired  a  term  of  fifty  years  and  the  co-operating  i)ower  of  the  United 
States  to  arrest  the  African  slave  trade.  How  do  the  supposed  allies 
now  expect  to  prevent  its  renewal  when  the  United  States  shall  have 
relapsed  into  accompliceshii>  ^isith  that  dreadful  traffic  f  Or  is  the  arrested 
work  of  Christianizing  Africa,  through  the  missionary  enginery  of  the 
Middle  Passage,  to  be  renewed  and  carried  on  to  its  consummation  under 
the  auspices  of  the  supposed  allies  ? 

Prudent  states,  even  though  strong  in  mutual  alliance,  must,  never- 
theless, always  take  into  consideration  all  the  chances  of  success  and 
faihu*e.  Let  us  sui)pose,  then,  that  the  allies  shall  not  succeed  in  their 
entei-prise,  and  that  the  United  States  shall  come  unharmed  out  of  the 
contest.  Would  there  be  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  temper  of  a 
people  who  had  been,'  as  it  would  then  seem,  wantonly  brought  into 
national  conflict  on  no  other  pretext  than  their  unwillingness  to  surren- 
der up  their  sovereignty  and  independence?  Is  there  any  possession  or 
any  interest  of  France  or  of  Great  Britain,  domestic  or  colonial,  that 
would  be  the  better  assured  to  its  lawful  sovereign  after  such  a  war  than 
it  has  been  heretofore  assured,  through  the  justice  and  forbearance  of 
the  United  States,  so  long  as  they  had  constituted  a  nation  ? 

There  is,  moreover,  a  moral  oi)inion  that  pervades  the  world,  and  when 
it  is  excited  it  works  marvelous  things  in  the  policy  of  i>eoples  and  states. 
The  universal  revolution  towards  i)opular  forms  of  government  received, 
from  the  war  in  which  that  system  was  inaugurated  here,  an  impulse 
which  long  continued  to  force  it  forward,  through  unheard  of  convulsions 
in  Europe,  and  which  impelled  it  into  triumphant  success  throughout  this 
continent.  Those  who  contemplate  an  alliance  by  European  monarchical 
states  against  the  United  States  may  be  reiisonably  expe(ited  to  consider 
how  long  and  how  far  the  aggressive  governments  are  likely'  to  be  will- 
ingly su])plied  with  men  imd  the  materials  for  a  war  that  will  be  deemed 
to  be  waged  for  the  suppression  of  popular  institutions. 

Alliances  may,  indeed,  be  made  by  monarchs  and  statesmen ;  but,  after 
all,  they  must  depend  for  support  and  continuance  upon  the  allied  peoples 
and  nations  themselves.  France  and  Great  Britain  are  now  equals. 
Alliance  between  a  weak  state  and  a  strong  one  has  sometimes  been  pre- 
served through  several  generations,  when  the  states  were  separate  and 
remote ;  but  I  think  there  has  been  no  case  in  which  a  voluntary  alliauco 
has  permanently  held  two  equal  independent  states  through  a  long  war 
without  producing  in  one  or  in  both  of  them  changes  that,  had  they  been 
foreseen,  would  have  been  sufficient,  by  way  of  warning,  to  ])revent  the 
formation  of  the  alliance.  The  statesmen  of  France  and  of  Great  Britain, 
if  the  project  of  an  alliance  were  indeed  seriously  entertained,  could  not, 
I  think,  begin  too  soon  to  study  how  the  expenses  and  the  losses,  and 
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the  profits  and  benefits,  which  mnst  attend  or  follow  it,  shall  be  equitably- 
allotted  between  the  two  countries. 

I  have  thus  surveyed  not  only  our  domestic  situation,  but  also  the 
entire  position  of  our  relations  with  the  chief  maritime  powers,  not  because 
it  is  seriously  apprehended  here  that  either  alone,  or  in  'alliance  with 
France,  Great  Britain  is  now  about  to  adopt  the  injurious  and  unfriendly 
measure  which  the  Emperor  of  France  has  indicated,  but  because  the 
survey  furnishes  a  basis  for  the  renewal,  under  the  President's  instruc- 
tions, of  a  suggestion  which  has  for  some  time  been  held  in  abej'ance— 
namely,  that  all  tlie  misunderstandings  which  have  arisen  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  including  those  which  now  seem  to  be 
causing  the  two  countries  to  be  drifting  towards  a  conflict  which  must 
be  calamitous,  are  due  to  the  premature  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as 
a  belligerent  power,  and  that  two  years  of  experience  have  confirmed 
the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  the  protest  that  this  government  made 
against  that  extraordinary  proceeding.  The  insurrection,  notwithstand- 
ing the  incalculable  benefits  it  has  received  from  that  most  unfortunate 
measure,  has,  nevertheless,  languished  from  the  very  beginning,  and  has 
now  descended  so  low  that  manifestly  it  would  perish  at  once,  if  it  were 
left  like  the  late  insurrection  in  India,  like  the  insurrection  which  a  few 
years  ago  occurred  in  Canada,  like  the  chronic  insurrections  in  Spanish 
America,  or  even  like  the  insurrection  now  raging  in  Poland,  to  stand  by 
means  of  its  own  strength,  not  as  a  recognized  belligerent,  but  as  a 
domestic  party,  aiming  to  revolutionize  the  government  that  it  refuses  to 
obey.  I  know  how  difficult  it  would  be  for  the  government  of  Great  Brit- 
ain all  at  once  to  reverse  the  policy  of  which  we  have  never  ceased  to 
complain,  even  though  it  might  be  conceded  that  that  policy  had  been 
unnecessarily  adopted.  But  every  new  demand  that  is  made  upon  that 
government  for  toleration  of  designs  hostile  to  the  United  States  relates 
back  to  the  premature  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent,  and 
strains  to  convert  it  into  not  merely  a  recognition  of  their  sovereignty, 
but  into  actual  war  against  the  United  States.  Eecurring  to  the  senti- 
ments which  the  President  expressed  in  the  beginning  of  these  unhappy 
troubles,  I  am  authorized  to  tender  to  Great  Britain  assurances  of  the 
desire  of  the  United  States  for  the  removal  of  every  cause  of  alienation, 
and  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  relations  between  them  on  the  found- 
ations of  common  interest  and  of  aftections  and  sympathies  which,  if 
left  unopposed,  would  hold  them  together  in  the  bonds  of  enduring  friend- 
ship. We  invite  her  to  weigh  these  advantages  against  the  promised 
benefits  of  any  hostile  alliance  that  she  can  form  against  us.  We  are  yet 
friends,  though  that  friendship  has  been  severely  tried.  If  we  must 
become  enemies,  the  responsibility  of  that  unhappy  and  fearful  event  will 
rest  on  her  Majesty's  government  and  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

It  is  not  intended  that  you  shall  formally  communicate  the  contents  of 
this  paper  to  Earl  Russell,  but  that  you  will  use  its  suggestions  and  argu- 
ments in  your  own  discretion  if  circumstances  shall  seem  to  you  to  require 
or  to  favor  the  introduction  of  the  serious  topics  which  I  have  thus  dis- 
cussed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Ada3is,  Esq.,  d-c,  etc.,  etc. 
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3Ir,  Seicard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extracts.] 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Washifigtonj  August  4, 1863. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  note  which  was  addressed  to  him  by 
Lord  Lyons,  on  the  1st  of  August  instant,  concerning  the  case  of  the 

steamer  General  Busk,  alids  the  Blanche. 

•  •••••••• 

The  General  Rusk  was  notoriously  an  American  vessel,  and  it  is 
not  satisfaetorily  shown  in  the  case  that  the  title  in  her  has  ever  been, 
in  good  faith,  lawfully  vested  in  any  subject  of  Great  Britain.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  the  undersigned  to  remark  that 
the  United  States  have  never  assented  to  the  fact  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment assumes,  namely,  that  the  insurgents  are  a  lawful  belligerent, 
and  consequently  the  United  States  insist  that,  as  between  those  insur- 
gents and  the  United  States,  all  such  proceedings  of  their  pretended 
authorities  are  simply  illegal  and  void. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Lord 
Lyons  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Right  Hon.  LoBD  Lyons. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

So.  676.]  Department  of  State, 

Washin/fton,  August  10, 1863. 

SiK :  Your  dispatch  of  the  23d  of  July,  No.  456,  was  duly  received. 
Your  comments  upon  the  condition  of  i>ublic  sentiment  in  Great  Britain 
would,  if  published,  find  a  universal  response  in  this  country.  But 
whither  is  the  animosity  against  the  United  States,  which  inspires  a  class 
of  Englishmen,  leading  England  f  They  have,  indeed,  been  gratified  with 
seeing  the  prestige  of  this  country,  at  least  for  a  time,  abridged.  But  has 
England  yet  gained  a  square  mile  of  territory,  or  has  she  extended  or 
augmented  her  great  influence  a  hair's  breadth,  through  the  humiliation 
we  have  brought  on  ourselves  by  the  divisions  which  Englishmen  seek  to 
perpetuate  and  widen  ?  Spain  occui)ies  a  province  which  perhaps  she 
might  not  have  claimed  if  our  country  had  remained  at  i)eace,  and  France 
has  sent  a  column  to  Mexico  since  the  United  States  became  embarrassed 
by  civil  war.  But  England  has  no  part  in  these  European  acquisitions 
on  this  continent.  Has  the  voice  of  England  become  more  commanding 
in  Western  Europe,  or  in  China,  or  Japan,  since  she  has  been  made  to  appear 
an  enemy  of  the  United  States  ?  I  think  that  it  is  not  on  her  word  that 
the  peace  of  the  world  is  supposed  to  be  depending.  What,  indeed,  is 
the  American  quarrel  which  already  divides  the  voices  though  not  yet  the 
votes  of  England,  but  a  civil  war  in  the  universal  commonwealth  of  the 
British  races  ?  Great  Britain  has  not  yet  been  actively  concerned  by 
American  dissensions,  but  if  we  might  discuss  her  i)olicy  as  freely  as  her 
statesmen  discuss  our  own,  I  think  I  might  safely  say  that  she  does  not 
feel  a  surer  confidence  in  preserving  the  integrity  of  her  great  empire 
than  we  do  in  maintaining  unbroken  the  large  but  more  compact  and  pro- 
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dnctive  one  which  has  been  committed  to  our  care.  Tlie  people  of  Great 
Britain  thought  more  dispassionately  and  acted  more  wisely  in  cultivat- 
ing the  friendship  of  the  United 'States  tliree  years  ago  than  they  do  now 
in  crowding  upon  the  line  where  prejudice  rises  into  alienation.  We 
must,  nevertheless,  accept  the  actual  situation.  Perhaps  it  is  appointed 
for  needful  discipline  to  both  branches  of  the  British  family.  When  that 
discipline  shall  have  been  fully  realized,  the  records  of  your  legation  will 
show  that  it  was  not  the  United  States  which  in  this  instance  misunder- 
stood the  interests  of  the  gTcat  race,  or  were  unfaithful  to  the  instincts 
which  should  have  preserved  them  in  full  force  for  the  benefits  of  civil- 
ization. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAJVI  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Ada3is,  Esq.,  cjDc,  cfcc,  t&c. 


Circular  No,  39. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adami. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE, 

Wa^hingtonj  Attgust  12, 1863. 

Sir  :  Whenever  the  United  States  have  complained  of  the  premature 
decrees  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  which  accorded  the  character  of  a 
belligerent  to  the  insurgents,  the  statesmen  of  those  countries  have  an- 
swered, that  from  the  first  they  agreed  in  opinion  that  the  efforts  of  the 
government  to  maintain  the  Union,  and  preser^^e  the  integrity  of  the 
republic,  could  not  be  successful.  With  a  view  to  correct  this  prejudg- 
ment of  so  vital  a  question,  I  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries  on  the  14th  day  of 
April,  1862,  in  which  I  re\Tiewed  the  operations  of  the  war  en  sea  and 
laud,  and  presented  the  results  which  had  attended  it  down  to  that 
period.  The  prejudice  which  I  then  attempted  to  remove  still  remains, 
and  it  constitutes  the  basis  of  all  that  is  designedly  or  undesignedly  in- 
jurious to  this  country  in  the  policy  of  foreign  nations.  The  insurgents 
have  been  enabled  to  protract  their  resistance  by  means  of  sympathy  and 
aid  they  have  received  from  abroad,  and  the  expectation  of  further  and 
more  effective  foreign  assistance  is  now  their  cliief  resource.  A  new 
effort,  therefore,  to  correct  that  prejudice  is  demanded  equally  by  a  pru- 
dent concern  for  our  foreign  relations,  and  by  the  paramount  interests 
of  peace  and  humanity  at  home. 

[Mr.  Seward  then  gives  a  lengthy  review  of  njilitary  operations,  and 
of  the  progress  made  in  suppressing  the  rebellion,  and  concludes :] 

You  will  use  the  facts  presented  in  this  paper  in  such  a  way  as  may 
be  most  effective  to  con^'ince  those  who  seek  a  renewal  of  commercial 
prosperity  through  the  restoration  of  peace  in  America,  that  the  quick- 
est and  shortest  way  to  gain  that  desirable  end  is  to  withdraw  support 
and  favor  from  the  insurgents,  and  to  leave  the  adjustment  of  our  do- 
mestic controversies  exclusively  with  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  ifec,  die. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 
No.  729.J  DEPART3IENT  OF  STATE, 

Washington^  October*  5, 1863. 

Sir:  *  •  •  •  • 

The  proclaTnatioii  of  neutrality  was  a  concession  of  belligerent  rights 
to  the  insurgents,  and  was  deemed  by  this  government  as  unnecessary 
and  in  eliect  as  unfriendly,  as  it  has  since  proved  injurious  to  this 
country. 

The  successive  preparations  of  hostile  naval  expeditions  in  Great 
Britain  are  regarded  here  as  fruits  of  tliat  injudicious  proclamation. 

Earl  liussell  adds  that  the  United  States  have  derived  some  military 

supplies  from  Great  Britiiin,  and  enlisted  many  British  subjects  in  their 

cause.    But  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  neither  such  supplies  nor  such 

men  would  have  been  necessary  if  Great  Britain  had  not,  so  far  as  she 

-was  concerned,  first  raised  the  insurgents  to  the  poi^ition  of  belligerents. 

It  is  hardly  necessary^  to  say  that  the  United  States  stand  upon  what 
they  think  impregnable  grouud  when  they  refuse  to  be  derogated,  by 
any  act  of  the  British  government,  from  their  position  as  a  sovereign 
nation  in  amity  with  Great  Britain,  and  placed  upon  a  footing  of  equal- 
ity with  domestic  insurgents,  who  have  risen  up  in  resistance  against 
their  authority. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfc-c,  &c. 


*  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

1^0.  762.]  Department  of  State, 

Washin/jftonj  Novemher  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  October  29  (No.  520)  has  been  received.  I  thank 
you  for  the  newspaper  debates  which  you  have  furnished  me  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  armed  naval  expeditions  prepared  in  British  ports. 

I  think  you  have  rightly  derived  the  existing  embarrassments  of  the 
British  government  in  regard  to  our  affairs  from  the  one  cause — ^the 
error  of  investing  the  insurgents  with  a  belligerent  character. 

The  latest  incidents  disclose  that  the  insurgents,  so  longtolerat-ed  and 
practically  cherished  within  the  realm,  have  at  last,  by  natural  conse- 
quence, had  the  hardihood  to  organize  in  the  British  provinces,  adja- 
cent to  our  ports,  with  design  for  a  border  campaign.  It  seems  surpris- 
ing that  they  have  not  earlier  made  this  attempt.  The  Canadian  author- 
ities, desirous  of  peace  and  beneficial  commerce  with  us,  have  not  been 
slow  to  discover  the  duties  devolved  upon  them  by  comity  and  interna- 
tional law,  and  they  have  acted  promptly  and  eliectively  in  fulfilling 
those  obligations.  Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  fail,  I  think,  to 
approve  of  this  course,  because  it  is  conservative  of  their  transatlantic 
empire.  It  seems  to  me,  also,  that  they  cannot  easily  undervalue  the 
good  faith  and  cj^ndor  of  this  government  in  its  proceedings  in  regard 
to  this  new  class  of  embarrassments.    It  is  certain  that  in  such  attempts 
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as  the  insurgents  are  so  audaciously  making  in  Canada  we  might  look 
for  occasions  of  oliense,  il'  we  were  disi)osed  to  be  aggressive  or  un- 
friendly to  Great  Britain.  We  shall  probably-  pass  through  the  present 
difficulties  easily,  but  other  plots  will  follow.  Certainly  the  insurgents 
are  inventive,  bold,  and  enterprising.  Their  schemes  are  suggestive. 
They  have  failed  because'  of  tleliciency  of  material  power  and  moral 
strength  in  the  insurrection  itself.  They  are  disturbers  of  the  i)eace  at 
home,  and  nothing  more  here.  The}'  are  disturbers  of  the  peace  of 
Europe,  and  can  be  nothing  more  there.  Slaveholders,  seeking  to  sub- 
vert justice  and  establish  slavery,  they  have  not  even  strength  enough 
to  destroy  the  Union.  How  idle  are  all  the  European  policies  which 
assume  that  such  architects  can  build  and  maintain  states!  When  shall 
we  see  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  apprehending  this 
tnitii  1  What  new  and  unnecessary  complications  are  we  to  go  through 
before  they  discover  and  act  upon  it  ? 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d:c.^  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

ISo.  771.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hington^  2^ ov ember  30,  18G3. 

Sir:    ••••••• 

So  in  regard  to  our  foreign  relations,  the  conviction  has  universally 
obtained  that  the  true  national  policy  is  one  of  self-reliance  and  self- 
conduct  in  our  domestic  aiiairs,  with  absolute  non-interference  in  those 
of  other  countries.  These  two  important  ideas  are  accepted  with  practi- 
Cid  universality  in  the  loyal  States,  while  in  the  region  covered  by  the 
insurrection  they  are  resisted  only  by  those  wlio  have  staked  theii*  all 
upon  the  fortunes  of  a  desperate  strife. 

Under  these  circumstance^,  Europe,  with  her  attention  already  diverted 
from  America,  will  no  longer  find  provocation  or  encouragement  here  for 
a  policy  hostile  to  the  settlement  of  our  controversy  upon  the  basis  of 
our  constitutional  union.  I  think,  moreover,  that  she  cannot  be  long  in 
discovering  that,  in  lieu  of  her  present  partial  illicit  trade,  with  its  con- 
stant annoyances,  she  has  only  to  revoke  her  recognition  of  the  insur- 
gents as  a  belligerent  to  secure  a  return  of  peace,  with  a  restoration  of 
the  commerce  which  prevailed  before  the  civil  war  began.  True  there 
will,  for  a  season,  be  a  difference  in  the  materials  of  exchange.  But  one 
has  only  to  consider  the  immense  forces  of  population  andiudustry  exist- 
ing in  the  United  States  to  become  satisfied  that  whenever  peace  returns 
every  source  of  national  wealth  now  closed  will  soon  be  made,  to  flow 
even  more  freely  under  the  application  of  labor  universally  free  than  it 
did  before,  while  slavery  was  maintained  a«  a  part  of  the  industrial 
economy  of  the  country. 

Apprehensions  that  the  aggrandizement  of  the  United  States  as  a 
commercial  power  can  bring  any  pnictical  inconvenience  or  danger  to 
European  states  can  disturb  none  but  visionary  minds.  We  can  never 
be  dangerous  unless  we  are  armed.  We  were  never  so  great,  and  yet 
never  so  completely  unarmed,  as  we  were  when  this  civil  war  broke  out. 
We  were  never  before  so  shorn  of  national  prestige  as  we  are  now,  through 
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the  operation  of  domestic  faction ;  yet  Ve  have  never  before  been  so 
stroiigl^^  armed  as  we  are  at  this  moment,  upon  land  and  water.  If  we 
have  ever  been  aggressive,  it  was  the  interest  of  slavery  that  made  us 
belligerent  abroad,  as  it  was  the  same  int-erest  that  has  now  afflicted 
ourselves  with  civil  war.  We  can  be  only  a.  peaceful  nation,  if  w^e  are 
left  to  enjoy  our  independence  in  the  way  that  our  destiny  leads  us.  We 
can  only  become  a  disturber  of  the  world's  peace  by  being  called  into 
the  world  to  defend  that  independence. 

I  do  not  know  in  what  way  Great  Britain  and  France  may  think  it 
expedient  to  reverse  the  injurious  policy  they  have  hitherto  i)ursued  in 
regard  to  us,  but  I  think  that  in  order  to  direct  their  attention  with 
more  ear^estness  to  European  aifairs,  they  must  soon  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  wise  to  remit  American  aifaii's  exclusively  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkc,  &c.,  cfcu 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko  802.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^ihingtoriy  January  6, 1864. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  11th  of  December  (No.  554)  has  been 
received,  and  your  proceedings  therein  related  concerning  the  pirate 
Rappahannock  are  approved. 

I  acknowledge  also  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber, No.  655,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  between  yourself  and  Earl  Russell  on  the  subject  of  the 
enlistment  of  pirates  and  equipment  of  ships  of  war  by  British  subjects, 
and  their  naval  operations  on  the  high  seas,  against  the  imarmed  mer- 
chantmen of  the  United  States.  The  papers  you  have  thus  submitted 
to  his  lordship  prove  beyond  a  possible  doubt  that  a  systematic  naval 
war  has  been  carried  on  for  more  than  a  year  by  subjects  of  her  Majesty 
from  the  British  island  as  a  base,  and  there  is  every  reason  for  belie\'ing 
that  unremitted  efforts  are  made  to  give  that  warfare  increased  vigor 
and  extension.  It  now  appears  from  these  papers  that  the  belligerents 
have  a  regularly  constituted  treasury  and  counting-houses,  with  agents 
in  London,  for  paying  the  wa^es  of  the  British  subjects  who  are  enlisted 
there  in  this  nefarious  service.  Hitherto  remonstrances  made  by  the 
United  States  to  her  Majesty's  government  have  been  held  inconclusive 
and  unsatisfactory,  because  it  was  said  that  they  were  not  attended  with 
such  clear,  direct,  and  conclusive  proofs  of  the  offenses  complained  of, 
as  would  enable  the  government  to  arrest  the  offenders,  and  apply  judi- 
cial connection  to  the  practices  indicated.  It  seems  to  the  President 
that  this  diflftculty  has  now  been  ftilly  and  completely  removed.  Having 
recently  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  her  Majesty's  government  flagrant 
violations  of  our  national  rights  of  a  similar  kind  attempted  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's North  American  provinces,  and  having  still  more  recently  given  to 
Earl  Russell,  through  your  hands,  the  aVowal  of  all  these  transactions  by 
domestic  conspirators  against  the  United  States,  it  only  remains  for  me 
to  inform  you  that  the  President  awaits,  with  deep  concern,  a  determina- 
tion by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  grave  question  which  you  have 
been  instructeid  to  submit  to  them,  namely,  whether  that  government  will 
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adopt  any  new  measures  to  pat  an  end  to  practices  which  are  not  less 
intolerable  to  the  United  States  than  they  are  inconsistent  with  the  neu- 
trality which  her  Majesty  has  proclaimed  and  ei\joined  upon  all  of  her 
subjects.  In  writing  so  earnestly  upon  this  subject,  I  do  not  by  any 
means  forget  that  recently  her  Majesty's  government  have  taken  meas- 
ures to  detain  certain  vessels  which  were  being  built  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  war  with  the  United  States,  nor  do  I  overlook  the  fact  that 
her  Majesty's  government  have  promised  due  attention  to  a  special  com- 
plaint which  is  referred  to  in  this  communication.  The  President  does 
not^  in  the  least,  doubt  that  her  Majesty's  government  are  earnestly  and 
seriously  engaged  in  considering  sevend  of  such  complaints,  distinctly 
and  separately.  Nevertheless,  I  trust  that  I  shall  not  be  thought  unrea- 
sonably imx)ortunate  in  asking  you  again  to  press  the  geneml  subject 
upon  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  in  the  light  of  the  facts 
now  first  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  this  department.  Alarmingevents 
are  occurring  on  our  borders,  prosecutions  are  pending  in  Great  Britain. 
We  have  been  obliged  to  institute  a  special  naval  and  military  police  in 
the  port  of  New  York,  which  must  soon  prove  as  annoying  to  lawful 
traders  from  friendly  states  as  to  our  own  citizens,  and  thus  new  irrita- 
tions are  arising,  and  new  contxoversies  are  gathering  up  between  the 
two  countries. 

On  our  part  we  trace  all  the  evils  to  an  unnecessary,  and^  as  we  think, 
an  anomalous  recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  msurgents  as 
a  naval  power  who  have  no  pretensions  to  t£at  title.  We  desire  to  know 
whether,  after  all  its  gross  abuses  and  injurious  consequences,  that  con- 
cession must  remain  unrevoked  and  unmodified.  If  it  must  remain, 
then  we  desire  to  know  whether  her  Majesty's  government  can  apply  a 
cure  to  these  abuses  and  consequences,  or  whether  we  are  expected  to 
devise  and  provide  the  proi)er  remedies.  If  the  British  government  is 
to  'do  nothing,  and  the  United  States  everything,  I  know  not  what 
security  commerce  can  ever  have  hereafter  against  universal  practices  of 
privateering  and  piracy,  except  that  even  the  lawfdl  trade  between 
friendly  countries  must  be  carried  on  under  the  protection  of  ever-pres- 
ent and  adequate  armed  force. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  3BWAED. 

Ghasles  Francis  Abahs,  Esq.,  <£c.,  dte.,  &e. 


Mr^  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  580.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoUj  Jwnuary  21, 1864. 

Sib:  The  eccentricities  of  the  rebels  are  among  the  most  marked  pecu- 
liarities of  this  war.  It  seems  that  they  under^ke  to  issue  naturaliza- 
tion papers  to  aliens  on  board  of  vessels  which  have  never  yet  them- 
selves been  able  to  get  within  their  jurisdiction.  I  transmit  a  copy  of 
my  note  to  Lord  Russell  relating  to  this  subject,  and  covering  copies  of 
two  such  papers,  the  originals  of  which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool. 

How  long  the  British  government  will  continue  to  put  up  with  such 
things  it  is  difficult  to  teU.  Made  daily  more  sensible  of  the  difficulties 
into  which  their  early  measures  have  plunged  them,  they  are  still  reluc- 
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tant  to  take  any  step  which  indicates  the  slightest  admission  that  they 
were  wrong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAN0I8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rusmll. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  20, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  yoiir  consideration  copies  of 
two  papers,  the  originals  of  which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at'  Liverpool. 

It  would  seem  by  these  papers  as  if  the  so-called  naval  officers  of  the 
insurgents  in  the  United  States  assume  to  themselves  the  power  on  the 
ocean,  not  only  as  in  former  cases  to  constitute  a  court  of  admiralty  on 
the  quarter-deck  for  the  condemnation  of  prizes,  but  also  to  naturalize 
the  subjects  of  foreign  sovereigns  at  sea,  without  the  necessity  of  prior 
emigration  or  settlement  in  any  vicinage. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEAKCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  c£e.,  &c.j  dto. 


Certificate  of  citizenship  in  favor  of  Frank  QUissbroolcj  a  free  white  man^ 

twenty 'four  yea/rs  of  o/ge. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern : 

Know  aU  men  by  these  presents  that  I,  William  L.  Maury,  a  first  lieu- 
tenant in  the  navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  captain  of 
the  armed  steamer  Georgia,  a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  said  States,  do 
hereby,  and  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested  by  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  for  persons  enlisted 
in  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,''  do  issue  this  my 
certificate  in  favor  of  Frank  Glassbrook,  a  firee  white  native  of  England, 
and  now  a  seaman  on  board  this  vessel,  and  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  aforesaid,  whereby  the  said  Frank  Glass- 
brook,  having  of  his  own  free  will,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years, 
enlisted  in  the  naval  service  aforesaid,  and  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  said  States,  is  made  a  natural  citizen  thereol^  and  invested  with 
all  the  responsibilities,  duties,  obligations,  &ad  privileges  that  are  by  law 
attached  to  every  naturalized  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America. 

Done  at  sea,  on  board  the  confederate  States  steamer  Georgia,  this  27th 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  affix  my  hand  and  seal. 

WILLIAM  L.  MAUEY,  [L.  s.] 
First  Ideutj  Com^dg  Confederate  States  Steamer  Georgia. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  838.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  8, 1864. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  January  21  (So.  580)  has  been  received,  together 
with  a  copy  of  your  note  to  Earl  Eussell  on  the  subject  of  pretended 
rebel  naturalization  at  sea.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that 
the  spirit  of  that  paper,  as  well  as  the  terms  in  w^ich  it  is  expressed, 
are  fliUy  approved.  The  President  thinks  that  the  vigilance  you  have 
manifested  in  so  promptly  bringing  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  her 
Majesty's  government  is  worthy  of  especial  commendation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  &e.^  dkc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

TEztraot.] 

No.  596.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  12, 1864. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me 
by  Lord  Bussell  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  19th  of  last  month,  on  the  report 
ofMr.  MaUory.    ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELE8  FBAl^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  February  8, 1864/ 
Sm:    ••••••• 

There  is,  however,  one  passage  in  your  letter  which  it  is  impossible 
for  her  Majesty's  government  to  pass  over  without  especial  notice  j  this 
passage  is  as  follows:  "I  am  further  directed,  respectfully,  to  represent 
that  the  toleration  of  these  avowed  enemies  of  the  United  States,  whUst 
known  to  be  carrying  on  these  hostUe  practices,  now  fully  revealed, 
within  the  British  realm  and  its  dependencies,  without  restraint  of  any 
kind,  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  exercise  of  the  unquestioned  right  of 
sheltering  political  exiles,  but  rather  as  equivalent  to  permitting  them 
to  abuse  that  right  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  availing  them- 
selves of  British  aid  and  co-operation  now  notoriously  given  them,  in 
waging  war  with  a  country  witl\  which  Great  Britain  is  at  peace.'' 

In  reply  to  this  allegation,  her  Majesty's  government  think  it  right  to 
state  that  her  Majesty's  dominions  must  necessarily  continue  to  be  open 
to  the  subjects  of  both  belligerents,  as  long  as  her  M^esty  is  at  peace 
with  both  of  them;  but  that  her  Majesty's  government  will,  at  the  same 
time,  continue  to  put  in  force,  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  to  the  Ml 
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extent  of  the  means  in  their  power,  the  laws  of  this  country  against 
those  subjects  of  either  of  the  belligerents  who  may  be  found,  by  trans- 
gressing those  laws,  to  have  abused  the  rights  of  hospitality,  and  to  have 
offended  against  the  authority  of  the  Crown. 

With  regard  to  its  being  made  a  matter  of  complaint  by  the  govern- 
ment of  tie  United  States,  that  her  Majesty  thought  fit,  upon  the  origi- 
nal commencement  of  hostQities,  to  recognize  the  status  of  belligerents 
in  both  the  parties  to  this  unhappy  contest,  her  Majesty's  government 
can  only  repeat  the  observation  which  they  have  had  occasion  to  make 
on  former  occasions,  in  reply  to  similar  representations  received  from 
you,  that  any  other  course  would  have  justly  exposed  this  country  to  a 
charge  of  violating  the  clearest  principles  and  soundest  precedents  of 
international  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq»,  d^.,  4£c.,  <6c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  843.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  13, 1864. 
Sir:    ••••••• 

I  regret  that  the  conversations  with  Earl  Eussell  do  not  warrant  an 
expectation  that  her  Majesty's  government  is  likely  to  take  into  early 
and  serious  consideration  the  complications  of  our  international  affairs. 
It  would  seem  that  interested  and  prejudiced  sympathies  with  tlie  insur- 
gents are  yet  strong  enough  in  England  to  persuade  the  government  to  be 
content  to  leave  their  relations  towards  this  government  ui)on  their 
present  basis.  It  is,  nevertheless,  a  grave  question  whether,  if  so  left,- 
they  must  not  inevitably  fall  into  a  worse  and  more  perplexing  condi- 
tion. The  state  of  our  relations  is  this:  Great  Britain  regards  the 
insurgents  as  a  lawful  naval  belligerent;  we  do  not.  Great  Britain  pur- 
sues a  policy  in  regard  to  them  based  upon  her  view  of  their  character  5 
we  pursue  a  different  one.  The  dealings  of  British  subjects  with  tlie 
insurgents  in  the  insurrectionary  region,  in  the  loyal  parts  of  the  United 
States,  in  Great  Britain,  in  her  provinces,  and  on  the  high  seas,  are  con- 
tinually producing  controversies  and  claims  upon  which  the  two  govern- 
ments cannot  agree.  Interested  British  subjects  require  her  M^esty's 
government  to  ask  of  the  United  States  explanations  and  concessions 
which  they  cannot  makcj  and  the  interests  of  the  United  States  and 
their  citizens  require  this  government  to  make  claims  which  her  Miy- 
esty's  government  thiok  they  cannot  concede.  These  perplexities  have 
continually  increased  with  the  progress  of  the  war,  until  it  already  begins 
to  be  a  cause  of  painful  apprehension  in  both  countries  that,  if  peaoe 
should  come  to-day,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  adjust  the  controversies 
already  ripened  between  the  two  nations.  In  Great  Britain  it  is 
thought,  or  at  least  it  seems  desirable*  to  think,  that  the  result  of  this 
civil  war  is  yet  distant  and  uncertain;  and  this  persuasion  reconciles  the 
government  to  a  perseverance  in  the  poUcy  of  which  the  United  States 
complain.  On  the  other  hand,  the  war  is  believed  here  to  be  approach- 
ing its  end,  and  that  end  is  confidently  expected  to  be  a  complete  and 
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perfect  re-establishment  of  the  supremacy  of  the  Union  upon  founda- 
tions broader  than  those  upon  which  it  has  heretofore  stood.  The  two 
national  legislatures  are  in  session,  and  each  is  likely  to  act  more  or  less 
under  the  influence  of  national  sentiments,  prejudices,  and  passions. 
Under  these  drcumstances,  each  government,  more  or  less  influenced  by 
the  same  sentiments  activdy  enforced  by  popular  legislatures,  must 
demand  more  and  concede  less.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  President 
that  both  governments  may  improve  the  present  hour  by  a  common 
preparation  for  a  peaceful,  friendly,  and  beneficent  future. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obeoient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc,  dkc,  &€. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  602.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londonj  February  19, 1864. 

Sis:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Bussell 
of  the  12th  instant,  in  reply  to  his  of  the  8th,  heretofore  sent  forward 

with  my  dispatch  !No.  696. 

•  •  •  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londonj  February  12, 1864. 

MtLobd:     •  •   .  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  never  admitted  the  idea  for  a  moment  that,  in  acknowledging 
the  belligerent  character  of  the  insurgents,  it  was  tibie  intention  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  yield  to  them  extraordinary  facilities  for  the 
abuse  of  the  neutrality  adopted  by  Great  Britain.  But  it  is  impossible, 
in  the  face  of  the  fiaicts,  to  deny  that  such  has  been  and  is  the  case. 
The  very  position  of  a  belligerent  implies  responsibility  for  its  action; 
yet  it  is  quite  apparent  that  thus  far  no  means  have  been  arrived  at  by 
which  effectively  to  impose  any  restraint  upon  its  most  lawless  proceed- 
ings. 

•  ••••••• 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration, with  which  I. have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eael  Rusbell,  &c.^  &c.j  &o. 


278  CLAIMS  AQAINST  OBEAT  BBITAIN. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  861.]  Dbpaetment  op  State, 

Washinffton^  March  3, 1864. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  12th  of  February,  (No.  596,)  together  with  a  copy  of  the  note 
which,  on  the  8th  of  that  month,  Earl  Eussell  addressed  to  you  on  the 
subject  of  naval  preparations  and  movements  in  the  interest  of  Ameri- 
can insurgents  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain. 

•  •••••  •• 

I  have  considered,  with  profound  regret,  his  lordship's  remarks  upon 
the  necessity  which^  as  he  supposes,  rests  upon  her  Msgesty's  govern- 
ment to  regard  our  insurgents  as  a  belligerent^  but  I  must  be  allowed 
to  say,  that  had  a  different  course  been  pursued  many  Inconveniences 
now  felt  would  have  been  prevented,  and  that  only  the  persistence  of 
her  Majesty's  government  in  that  course  hinders  and  delays  the  restora- 
tion of  our  relations  to  a  state  of  mutual  friendship,  which  would  be 
honorable  and  useful  to  both  countries,  and  would  gratify  the  Mends  of 
peace  and  humanity  throughout  the  world. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.<f  &c.j  &o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  869.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washin^ftouy  March  11, 1864. 

Sib:     •  •  •  •x*  •  * 

France,  as  well  as  Great  Britain,  seems  unprepared  to  fuUy  admit  the 
decline  or  the  insurrection.  But  I  think  we  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the 
opinion  that  either  of  the  nations  would  now  propose  to  recede  rather 
than  to  go  ftirther  in  the  line  of  favor  to  that  unprincipled  and  calami- 
tous attempt  at  revolution. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WtLLTAM.  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbakgis  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.,  &c.y  &c. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  960.]  Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  May  18, 1864. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  27th  of  April,  together  with  the  reports  of  debates  which  have  occur- 
red in  the  House  of  Lords  and  in  the  House  of  Gommons,  concerning 
the  case  of  the  Tuscaloosa.  1  observe  with  much  pleasure  that  the  min- 
istry have  successftdly  vindicated  the  proceedings  which  they  adopted  in 
that  case,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  neutrality  which  her  Maj- 
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esty  so  nnequivocally,  though  prematurely,  proclaimed  at  the  beginning 
of  our  civil  war. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Chables  Feanois  Abahs,  Esq.,  &c.^  dke.j  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 


/ 


No.  1068.]  Dbpaetment  of  State, 

Wa^hington^  August  15, 1864. 
Sir:  ••••### 

If  tke  emigration  has  been  increased  during  our  present  civil  war  to 
the  inconvenience  of  Europe,  the  maritime  states  of  that  continent  are 
responsible  for  the  increase.  They  unnecessarily  adopted  a  policy  of 
recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent,  which  was  expected  to 
produce  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  whereby  they  have  caused  the  insur- 
rection to  be  continued  with  more  vigor  and  effect  than  under  other 

circumstances  wotQd  have  been  witnessed. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£e.,  &c.j  &c. 


[Prom  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1, 1865,  pp.  27, 28.1 

No.  7. 
Barl  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foeeign  Office,  November  26, 1864. 

MyLobd:         •  •  •  •  • 

3.  The  next  proposition  of  the  Secretary  of  State  declares  the  neu- 
trality proclaimed  by  her  Majesty  to  have  failed  as  well  in  the  British 
home  ports  as  in  the  colonies;  that  it  must  continue  to  fail  so  long  as 
asylum  is  allowed  there  to  active  agents  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  and  so  long  as  those  persons  are  in  any  way  able,  by  evasion  or 
otherwise,  to  use  the  British  ports  and  British  borders  as  a  base  for 
felonious  depredations  ]  and  the  Secretary  of  State  adds  that  the  only 
remedy  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  able  to  conceive  is 
the  '^  recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  fbrst  and  exclu-' 
sive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and  territories 
legally  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  government.'' 

It  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  this  proposal  amounts  to 
nothing  less  than  a  demand  that  Great  Britain  should  cease  to  acknowl- 
edge t^e  belligerent  character  of  the  southern  States,  and  treat  the 
southern  citizens  as  felons  and  pirates.  In  order  to  consider  this  mat- 
ter fully,  I  find  it  necessary  to  recur  to  the  events  of  the  last  three 
years. 

President  Lincoln,  immediately  after  his  accession  to  power,  m  1861, 
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found  himself  face  to  face  with  a  most  formidable  insurrection.  In  the 
month  of  April,  1861,  he  ordered  a  levy  of  75,000  men  to  meet  the  dan- 
ger. Finding  this  number  insufficient,  armies  of  300,000,  400,000,  and 
even  700,000  men  have  been  raised,  embodied,  marched,  exx>osed  to  bat- 
tles and  sieges,  worn  by  fight  and  fever,  exhausted,  consumed,  and  re- 
plenished in  this  mighty  contest.  With  similar  purposes  the  President, 
in  the  same  month  of  April,  1861,  proclaimed  the  blockade  of  the  coasts 
of  seven  States,  and  the  blockade  of  two  other  States  was  added  imme- 
diately afterward.  A  navy  was  suddenly  created,  supposed  to  be  ade- 
quate to  the  task  of  blockading  3,000  mUes  of  coast. 

Her  Majesty's  government  could  not,  any  more  than  the  other  powers 
of  Europe,  fail  to  recognize  inHhe  vast  extent  of  the  territories  involved 
in  hostilities  and  in  the  fierce  nature  of  the  contest,  a  civil  war  of  the 
most  extraordinary  character.  In  proclaiming  that  both  parties  in  this 
vast  war  were  to  be  treated  as  belligerents,  and  in  admitting  the  validity 
of  a  blockade  of  3,000  miles  of  coast,  her  Majesty's  government  acknowl- 
edged an  existing  fact,  and  recognized  the  international  law  applicable 
to  that  fact. 

But  her  Majesty's  government  could  not  disguise  from  themselves  the 
difficulties  which  woidd  beset,  under  any  state  of  law,  the  task  of  pre- 
venting undue  aid  being  given  by  individuals  among  the  Queen's  subjects 
to  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerents.  The  identity  of  language,  the 
increasing  intercourse  of  trade,  the  immense  extent  of  shii)-building 
carried  on  in  this  country,  and  the  ingenuity  of  speculators  in  defeating 
laws  and  proclamations,  made  it  impossible  that  there  should  not  be 
many  escapes  from  the  vigilance  of  the  government,  and  many  success- 
ful stratagems  to  disguise  hostile  proceedings. 

Still  her  Majesty's  government  counted  on  the  fair  consideration  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of  what  was  possible,  on  their  esti- 
mate of  the  honest  intention  of  the  British  executive,  and  their  knowl- 
edge of  the  latitude,  both  of  opinion  and  of  action,  prevailing  among  a 
people  nurtured,  like  that  of  the  United  States,  in  free  institutions. 

Her  Majesty's  government  also  thought  that  the  United  States  must 
be  aware  that  the  law  of  nations  and  the  circumstances  of  the  war 
gave  an  immense  advantage  to  the  federals  against  the  confederates  in 
obtaining  warlike  supplies.  In  confirmation  of  this  remark,  it  may  be 
reckoned  that,  besides  very  many  batteries  of  artillery,  500,000  rifles 
have  been  manufactured  in  this  country,  and  conveyed  to  the  shores  of 
the  northern  States,  to  be  used  by  the  federal  troops  in  the  war.  It  may 
safely  be  said,  also,  that  many  thousands  of  the  Queen's  subjects  have 
held  those  rifles  against  the  breasts  of  men  whom  her  Majesty  does  not 
regard  as  her  enemies. 

The  supplies  sent  to  the  confederates  are,  on  the  other  hand,  very  com- 
monly intercepted  and  captured  on  the  sea  by  federal  ships  of  war. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  however,  have  put  in  force  impartially  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  and  have  prosecuted  those  persons  who,  in  appar- 
ent violation  of  that  law,  have  fitted  out  vessels  in  our  ports  with  the 
purpose,  as  it  was  believed,  of  aiding  in  hostilities  against  the  United 
States,  or  who  have  been  engaged  in  enlisting  seamen  or  recruits  in  the 
service  of  either  belligerent ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  have  suc- 
ceeded in  preventing  the  departure  fit)m  the  Clyde  and  the  Mersey  of 
several  ships  intend^  for  the  service  of  the  confederates. 

Such  being  the  state  of  affairs,  her  Majesty's  government  are  not  pre- 
pared either  to  deny  to  the  southern  States  belligerent  rights,  or  to  pro- 
pose to  Parliament  to  make  the  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom  generally 
more  stringent. 
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To  allow  to  the  TTnited  States  the  belligerent  rights  of  blockade  and  of 
search  and  detention  to  the  widest  extent,  and  to  refase  them  altogether 
to  the  other  party  in  the  civil  war,  who  have  possession  of  an  extensive 
territory,  who  have  all  the  forms  of  a  regular  government  framed  on  the 
model  of  the  United  States,  and  who  are  wielding  large  regular  armies, 
would,  her  Majesty's  government  presume  to  think,  be  as  contrary  to 
the  practice  of  civilized  nations  as  it  would  be  to  the  rules  of  justice  and 
of  international  law.  Neither  can  her  Majesty's  government  refuse  an 
asylum  to  persons  landing  on  our  shores  and  conforming  to  our  laws, 
merely  because  such  persons  may  be  or  may  have  been  in  hostility  with 
a  government  or  nation  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at  peace. 

The  Congress  and  President  of  the  United  States  have  thought  them- 
selves compelled,  by  the  necessity  of  internal  war,  to  restrict  and  curtail 
the  liberties  of  the  people  of  those  States.  Her  Majesty's  government 
do  not  presume  to  judge  of  that  necessity;  but  they  cannot  find  in  the 
hostilities  which  prevail  on  the  continent  of  North  America  any  justifi- 
cation for  so  altering  the  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  to  deprive  the 
citizens  of  the  southern  States  of  America  of  that  asylum  which  Great 
Britain  has  always  afforded  to  men  of  aU  nations  and  of  all  political 
opinions. 

But  while  the  government  of  the  United  States  complain  that  her  Maj- 
esty's policy  of  neutrality  has  failed,  her  Majesty's  government  have  had 
frequent  occasions  to  complain  that  the  United  States  have  carried 
beyond  all  acknowledged  limits  the  rights  of  belligerents.  The  crews  of 
vessels  seized  as  blockade-runners,  who  by  the  law  of  nations  are  only 
subject  to  detention  tiU  the  case  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  were  found 
has  been  heard  in  a  prize  court,  have  been  subjected  to  confinement  for 
an  indefinite  period  of  time  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment have  more  than  once  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  express  their 
opinion  that  such  proceedings  are  a  plain  violation  of  neutral  rights. 

The  United  States  government  have  also  compelled  British  merchants, 
trading  between  New  York  and  a  neutral  port,  to  give  bonds  for  the  con- 
duct to  be  observed  by  them  in  that  port,  ana  for  the  direction  of  their 
future  voyages,  and  this  is  against  the  plain  tenor  of  the  treaties  subsist- 
ing between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  have  likewise  permitted  their 
subordmates  and  recruiting  agents  to  enlist  British  subjects  who  had 
been  drugged,  and  had  not  when  so  enlisted  recovered  from  the  effects 
of  the  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  subjected. 

If  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  resisted  more  strenuously  than 
they  have  hitherto  done  these  illegal  and  unfriendly  proceedings,  the 
cause  is  to  be  found  in  their  belief  that  the  passion  and  excitement  of 
the  contest  have  for  a  time  obscured  the  sense  of  justice  and  respect  for 
law  which  usually  distinguish  the  United  States,  and  that  with  the  close 
of  the  contest  calm  consideration  will  return,  and  a  just  view  of  these 
transactions  wiU  be  taken. 

The  welfare  and  prosx>erity  of  the  United  States  are  earnestly  desired 
by  the  government  of  her  Majesty,  and  the  necessity  of  securing  peace 
and  harmony  on  the  border  between  the  British  and  the  United  States 
territory  is  fuUy  acknowledged.  With  this  disposition  on  both  sides, 
her  Majesty's  government  cannot  doubt  that  adequate  means  of  repres- 
sion will  be  found,  and  that  signal  failure  will  attend  any  wicked 
attempts  which  may  be  made  to  involve  the  two  nations  in  the  calami- 
ties of  war. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  conclude  this  dispatch  by  noticing  the  hand- 
some terms  in  which  the  Secretary  of  State  declares  himself  not  only  able. 
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but  obliged,  to  acknowledge  that  the  Canadian  authority  has,  in  the  last 
instance  mentioned,  ^Hhus  far  co-operated  with  this  government  in 
faithful  and  diligent  efforts  to  bring  the  disturbers  of  public  peace  to  jus- 
tice." Her  Migesty's  government  trust  such  faithful  co-operation  in  the 
performance  of  friendly  offices  may  long  continue  on  both  sides. 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  give  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 

[The  first  part  of  this  dispatch  is  printed  under  the  head  of  "Enforce- 
ment of  Neutrality."] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

'So.  823.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  1, 1864. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of  this  morn- 
ing, containing  a  letter  addressed  by  Lord  Eussell  to  the  three  rebel  emis- 
saries who  were  directed  to  present  to  him  the  manifesto  which  has  been 
issued  from  Eichmond.  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRAKOIS  ADAMS- 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbvtard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


.  Earl  Russell  to  Messrs.  Slidellj  Mason  and  Mann. 

[From  the  London  Times,  of  December  1, 1664.] 
THE  MANIFESTO  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES. 

The  foreign  secretary  has  made  the  following  reply  to  the  manifesto 
of  the  Conl'ederate  States,  which  we  published  on  Saturday  last: 

"  Foreign  Office,  November  25, 1864. 

"  Gentlemen:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  copy  which  you 
have  sent  me  of  the  manifesto  issued  by  the  congress  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  of  America. 

"Her  Majesty's  government  deeply  lament  the  protracted  nature  of 
the  struggle  between  the  northern  and  southern  States  of  the  formerly 
united  republic  of  !North  America. 

"Great  Britain  has  since  1783  remained,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
period,  connected  by  friendly  relations  with  both  the  northern  and  the 
southern  States.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war,  which  broke 
out  in  1861,  her  Majesty's  government  have  continued  to  entertain  senti- 
ments of  friendship  equally  for  the  North  and  for  the  South.  Of  the 
causes  of  the  rupture  her  Majesty's  government  have  never  presumed  to 
judge;  they  deplore  the  commencement  of  this  sanguinary  struggle,  and 
anxiously  look  forward  to  the  period  of  its  termination.  In  the  mean 
time  they  are  convinced  that  they  best  consult  the  interests  of  peace,  and 
respect  the  rights  of  all  parties,  by  observing  a  strict  and  impartial  neu- 
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trality.    Sach  a  neatrality  her  Majesty  has  faithfally  maintained,  and 
will  continue  to  maintain. 

^^  I  request  you,  gentlemen,  to  accept,  &c. 

"  RUSSELL. 

"J.  Slidell,  Esq.,  J.  Mason,  Esq.,  and  A.  Dudley  Mann,  Esq.'' 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1201.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Deceinher  26, 1864. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  December  1  (No.  823)  has  been  received, 
together  with  a  copy  of  a  note  which  Earl  Eussell  has  written  to  James 
M.  Mason,  John  SlideU,  and  Dudley  Mann.  If  the  present  government 
of  her  Majesty  were  less  just  or  generous  towards  the  United  States  than 
they  are,  I  might  think  it  wise  to  raise  a  question  upon  that  extraor- 
dinary communication. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adahs,  Esq.,  d*c.,  d^c,  &c. 


Mr.  Adaim  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  88G.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  2, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  from  1262  to  1269,  inclusive ;  also  three  printed 
copies  of  the  new  regulations  respecting  passports: 

On  Saturday  last  the  cabinet,  finding  that  the  health  of  L(M  Lyons 
was  not  likely  to  be  soon  restored,  decided  upon  making  a  new  appoint- 
ment without  further  delay.  On  Monday  I  received  a  private  and  con- 
fidential note  from  Lord  Eussell  apprising  me  that  Sir  Frederick  Bruce 
had  been  selected  to  fill  his  place.  The  reason  assigned  is,  the  proba- 
bility that  the  questions  of  the  Lake  convention  and  of  the  reciprocity 
treaty  may  give  rise  to  negotiations. 

The  appointment  seems  to  me  a  good  one.  The  strong  testimony 
borne  by  Mr.  Burlingame  to  the  friendly  disposition  of  this  gentleman 
in  China  has  been  sustained,  so  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  judge 
by  what  I  have  seen  of  him  since  his  return  home.  He  paid  me  a  friendly 
visit  on  his  arrival,  since  which  he  has  been  constantiiy  in  Scotland. 

It  is  undoubtedly  intended  in  an  amicable  sense  by  the  government, 
and  is  so  regarded  here.  I  had  the  other  evening  a  few  minutes'  conver- 
sation with  Baron  Brunnow,  the  Eussian  ambassador,  in  which  I  found 
him  very  earnest  in  pressing  this  view  of  tlie  subject.  He  dwelt  on  the 
adverse  influences  brought  to  bear  here,  both  from  without  and  within, 
to  bring  about  a  misunderstanding.  He  seemed  to  speak  from  personal 
knowledge,  and  with  great  confidence  on  this  point;  and  he  appeared  to 
fear  that  we  were  not  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  importance  of  coun- 
teracting it.  I  told  him  how  strongly  I  had  myself  written  in  this  sense 
for  some  time  past.  He  intimated  that  he  should  himself  write  to  M. 
de  Stoeckl,  at  Washington,  about  it. 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  alarmist  policy  continues  to  be  actively 
pushed.    The  Times  has  fallen  into  it  by  perverting,  as  it  too  often  does, 
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that  passage  of  your  dispatch  "No.  1258  which  alludes  to  a  proposal  made 
in  the  conference  at  Fortress  Monroe,  by  the  rebel  agents,  to  raise  some 
extrinsic  issue,  as  if  you  had  favorably  entertained  it.  Much  use  is 
made  of  the  notice  to  rescind  the^treaties,  to  prove  our  intentions  to 
pick  a  quarrel.  The  commercial  classes  affect  to  be  deeply  apprehensive 
of  our  movements;  I  learn  that  some  of  them  decline  to  enter  into  en- 
gagements of  a  prospective  character  with  Americans  on  this  ground 
alone.  Thus  far  the  political  effect  of  these  operations  has  been  trifling. 
The  government  gives  no  countenance  to  them.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
undeniable  that  a  little  uneasiness  is  felt  by  it  about  the  exposed  situar 
tion  of  Canada,  and  the  possibility  that  the  popular  passions  may  pre- 
cipitate us  into  hostilities  on  their  weak  side.  I  have  sedulously  en- 
deavored to  soothe  this  feeling  by  treating  the  matter  as  lightly  as  pos- 
sible. If  the  Canadians  would  but  secure  the  peace  of  their  border,  I 
have  said  that  peace  on  that  side  would  be  perfectly  secure,  and  further 
precautions  become  unnecessary. 

One  curious  effect  of  all  these  movements  is  to  render  the  prospect  of 
a  reconciliation  in  America  more  and  more  unwelcome.  It  is  regarded 
as  likely  to  prompt  the  adoption  of  a  peremptory  tone  on  our  part  in 
regard  to  the  unsettled  controversies  engendered  by  the  war,  which 
will  force  Great  Britain  either  to  make  mortifying  concessions,  or  else 
to  bring  on  a  rupture.  These  apprehensions  are,  doubtless,  aggravated 
by  a  consciousness  of  the  false  position  in  which  the  governing  classes 
placed  the  country  so  precipitately  at  the  outset,  and  their  unequivocal 
later  manifestations  of  ill  wiU.  They  do  not  now  find  so  many  avenues 
of  public  expression  as  they  might,  on  abcount  of  the  near  approach  of 
a  general  election.  Yet  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  dwell  upon  them  a  little  in 
order  that  the  government  may  be  the  more  fuUy  possessed  of  the  facts, 
and,  therefore,  better  enabled  to  adapt  its  policy  to  the  emergency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

"No.  1296.]  Dbpaetment  of  State, 

Wa^shingtony  March  10, 1865. 

Sib:  Your  two  dispatohes  of  February  23  (Nos.  883  and  884)  have 
been  received.  Both  relate  to  one  general  subject,  and  I  shall  therefore 
consider  them  together.  That  subject  is  an  apprehension  which  prevails 
in  British  political  circles  that  the  close  of  our  civil  strife  will  be  im- 
proved by  this  government  to  inaugurate  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  in 
which  war  Canada  will  be  the  objective  point.  The  restrictive  policy  in 
regard  to  Canada,  which  we  were  compelled  to  adopt,  to  counteract  ag- 
gressions from  British  provinces  and  ports,  seems  to  be  regarded  as  a 
fresh  proof  of  the  inimical  purpose  referred  to,  while  a  supposed  general 
unfriendliness  on  my  own  part  is  assumed  in  justification  of  the  sus- 
picion. 

The  conciliatory  manner  in  which  this  government  has  met  tne  ex- 
planations which  were  recently  made  to  you  by  Earl  Eussell  appears  in 
my  recent  dispatehes.  I  think  it  completely  removes  the  ground  upon 
which  the  suspicion  complained  of  was  erected.  It  can  be  of  little  im- 
port to  the  two  countries  what  my  personal  sentiments  or  feelings  towards 
Great  Britain  are,  yet,  with  a  Tiew  to  disembarrass  you  entirely  of  the 
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objectioBS  raised  on  that  account,  I  am  permitted  to  say  that  in  no 
instance  haa  any  proceeding  which  could  affect  onr  relations  with  Great 
Britain  been  adopted  by  this  government,  during  the  administration  of 
the  present  Executive,  which  has  not  either  originated  with  or,  at  least, 
been  cordially  supported  by  myself;  to  which  may  be  added  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  government  set  forth  in  my  aforenamed  dispatch 
were  adopted  upon  my  own  motion.  Whether  the  policy  which  has 
governed  our  course  of  proceedings  during  this  painful  civil  war  has 
been  just  and  friendly  towards  Great  Britain,  and  towards  all  other  na- 
tions, is  a  question  which  is  freely  left  to  the  decision  of  mankind. 

In'  an  interview  with  Mr.  Burnley  yesterday,  invited  by  myself,  I 
authorized  him  to  inform  Earl  Eussell  that  in  my  judgment,  even  had 
there  been  no  disturbance  of  our  friendly  relations  with  Canada  or 
Great  Britain,  the  late  reciprocity  treaty  could  not  have  been  con- 
tinued beyond  its  appointed  time,  without  being  modified  so  essentially 
as  to  require  a  thorough  revision  of  the  compact,  and  that  such  a 
revision  would  necessarily  involve  a  submission  of  the  whole  subject 
to  not  only  the  Senate  but  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I 
observed  further  to  Mr.  Burnley  that^  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  utterly 
unavailing  to  attempt  to  negotiate  with  Great  Britain  a  treaty  of  recip- 
rocal trade  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  while  this  civil  war 
continues,  with  Great  Britain  in  her  present  attitude,  recognizing  the 
insurgents  as  a  belligerent,  and  thus  derogating  the  United  States  from 
their  accustomed  sovereignty  over  all  the  territory  and  all  the  citizens 
of  the  republic.  I  gave  my  reasons  for  this,  namely,  that  the  present 
condition  of  things  has  proved  destructive  of  our  national  conunerce, 
and  subversive  of  friendship  between  our  people  and  those  of  Great 
Britain.  I  further  stated  to  Mr.  Burnley  that  there  seems  good  reason 
to  believe  that  this  civil  war  has  already  come,  or  is  about  coming,  to 
such  a  crisis  that  we  may  look  for  an  early  recognition  of  our  full  national 
authority  by  Great  Britain,  and  t^at  when  that  change  shall  take  place 
this  government  will  cheerfully  enter  into  negotiations,  with  a  view  to 
ascediain  whether  a  just,  fair,  and  equal  reciprocity  in  trade  can  be  es- 
tablished between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Of  course,  in  this 
matter  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as  assuming  to  speak  for  the  Senate 
or  for  Congress. 

You  will-see  that  in  this  proceeding  I  anticipated  an  important  sug- 
gestion of  Earl  Eussell,  communicated  in  your  dispatch  now  before  me, 
which  suggestion  is  accepted  as  having  been  made  in  the  interest  of 
peace  and  friendship.  Perhaps  it  is  not  improper  to  add,  that  in  no  case 
does  this  government  contemplate  war  against  Great  Britain,  whether  for 
Canada,  or  any  other  object.  So  far  are  we  from  seeking  either  an  occa- 
sion, or  a  cause,  or  a  theater  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  we  are  earnestly 
desiring  peace,  friendship,  and  communion  with  that  great  nation.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  I  repeat,  and  must  continue  to  insist,  tliat  the  United 
States  cannot  consent  to  endure  indefinitely  the  ii^juries  resulting,  di- 
rectly and  indirectly,  from  the  present  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  regard 
to  the  existing  insurrection.  They  cannot  consent  to  remain  derogated 
as  a  naval  power  to  a  level  with  a  local  slavery-upholding  rebellion,  des- 
titute of  ports,  courts,  and  ships  of  war.  Nevertheless,  our  policy  is 
directed  to  the  redress  of  this  wrong  by  lawful  and  peaceflil  means ; 
and  it  will  be  persisted  in,  in  the  same  manner,  until  other  x)owers  shall 
concede  to  the  United  States  the  position  they  held,  with  the  free  con- 
sent of  all  nations,  before  the  insurrection  began. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c^c,  <£c.,  c£o. 
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Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

"So.  1302.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtonj  March  13, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  before  me  several  dispatches  from  Mr.  Bigelow,  our  min- 
ister at  Paris,  relating  to  the  affair  of  the  pirate  Stonewall,  alias  Olinde, 
alias  Stoerkodder    •     •    also  dispatches,  concerning  the  same  subject, 

firom  Horatio  Perry,  esq.,  our  charge  d'affaires  at  Madrid. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  on  this  occasion  not  to  pursue  fiirther 
the  question  of  ultimate  accountability  on  the  part  of  any  foreign  state 
for  what  has  been  done  or  has  happened,  or  whatever  may  yet  happen 
in  connection  with  the  Stonewall,  alias  the  Olinde,  alias  the  Stoerkodder. 
But  I  beg  leave  earnestly  to  appeal  to  the  several  governments  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  present  incident  to  reflect  that  the  trouble  now  expe- 
rienced has  grown  out  of  their  attribution  of  belligerent  naval  rights  to 
the  rebels  of  the  United  States,  in  departure  from  all  safe  precedents. 
I  appeal  to  them  also  to  consider  whether  it  is  right,  just,  or  expedient 
to  pursue  any  further  their  past  policy  in  regard  to  the  insurgents,  in, 
disregard  of  the  protest  of  the  United  States,  now  once  more  firmly  and 
earnestly  renewed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Gharx.es  Francis  Adams,  <£c.,  dtc.^  &c. 

[Same,  mutatis  mutoMiSy  to  Messrs.  Bigelow,  Perry,  and  Wood.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extracts.] 

'So.  910.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  30, 1805. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  numbered 
from  1280  to  1302,  both  inclusive,  with  the  exception  of  Ko.  1282,  already 

received  and  acknowledged  on  the  17th  instant. 

•  •••••••• 

The  most  important  of  these  relate  to  the  condition  of  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  and  to  the  duty  of  reiterating  to  the  British 
government  the  suggestions  heretofore  urged  as  to  withdrawing  from 
the  rebels  the  recognition  as  belligerents,  so  precipitately  made  by  it  in 
the  first  place.  I  shall,  of  course,  seize  an  early  opportunity  to  obtain  an 
interview  with  Lord  Bussell,  in  order  to  communicate  your  views. 

The  events  now  passing  with  such  rapidity  in  America  have  the  effect 
to  vai^'  in  equal  proportion  the  state  of  opinion  in  this  country.  The 
alarmist  policy,  for  a  time  resorted  to  as  a  means  of  upholding  sympa- 
thy for  the  rebel  cause,  of  the  course  of  which  I  have  kept  you  so  fUly 
apprised  in  former  dispatches,  received  its  first  shock  in  the  earlier  de- 
bate in  the  Commons  on  the  Canada  estimates,  and  has  now  pretty  thor- 
oughly died  away.  The  final  blow  was  given  to  it  by  Mr.  Cardwell,  the 
colonial  secretary,  when  he  announced  the  decision  made  to  abide  by  the 
arrangement  of  1817  about  armament  on  tiie  Canadian  boundary  Unes. 
Theitt  is  now  not  a  word  said  about  the  danger  of  war  &om  the  United 
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States.    I  am  told  the  impression  is  almost  universal  that  that  now 
waged  will  soon  terminate  in  our  complete  success. 

Such  being  the  case,  there  appears  to  be  less  necessity  for  anxiety  as 
to  the  possible  efifect  of  measures  adopted  on  our  side  upon  movements 
here.  The  only  question  left  for  consideration  is  one  of  expediency  in 
regard  to  the  mode  of  pressing  them  upon  this  government.  Inasmuch 
as  there  is  such  strong  reason  to  expect  before  long  the  question  of  bel- 
ligerency to  expire  by  its  natural  limitation,  I  cannot  but  think  that  this 
government  would  be  more  likely  to  anticipate  a  decision  if  it  were  left 
to  the  appearance  of  doing  so  as  a  voluntary  act,  than  if  placed  in  the 
light  of  yielding  to  dictation.  It  is  not  impossible  that  the"  fate  of  the 
application  to  Bichmond  might  fiimish  the  opportunity  desired.  The 
one  great  dread  of  the  prime  minister,  as  it  regards  American  affairs,  is 
that  of  appearing  to  be  bullied.  It  inspired  his  whole  course  of  action, 
as  I  well  recollect,  in  the  Trent  case.  It  has  had  great  influence  in  pro- 
ducing the  sluggishness  with  which  our  remonstrances  have  been  gen- 
erally met.  It  is  this  feeling,  shared  in  some  degree  by  both  branches 
of  the  English  race,  that  interposes  most  of  the  obstructions  in  the  way 
of  their  harmony.  I  shall  endeavor  to  bear  this  in  mind  while  I  labor 
to  execut-e  your  instructions. 

I  cannot  but  view  it  as  quite  fortunate  for  myself  that  the  British 
government,  in  sending  out  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  has  determined  to  trans- 
fer tiie  discussion  of  the  reciprocity  treaty  to  Washington.  I  confess  I 
should  regard  a  proceeding  very  ominous  of  failure  with  this  govern- 
ment which  was  directed  to  begin  by  imposing  as  an  absolute  condition 
upon  it  the  performance  of  an  act  having  no  immediate  connection  with 
the  subject-matter  of  the  negotiation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEAJSTCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr*  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1336. 1  Dbpartment  op  State, 

Wa^shinffton^  April  4, 1866. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  March  (No.  893)  has  been  received. 
I  approve  entirely  of  all  that  you  have  written  therein  concerning  the 
expediency  of  a  conciliatory  tone  on  our  part  towards  Great  Britain. 
That  tone  has  been  preserved  by  us  to  the  highest  degree  which  is  com- 
patible with  the  spirit  of  a  nation  that  not  only  is  deeply  injured  in  its 
rights  by  a  prostitution  by  British  subjects  of  the  Queen's  proclamation 
of  neutrality,  but  is  also  deeply  wounded  in  its  generous  national  spirit. 
I  reaffirm  what  you  have  said  to  Earl  Kussell,  that  the  United  States  are 
not  grasping  for  Canada,  nor  are  they  cherishing  any  purpose  of  retali- 
ation or  revenge.  But  I  must  at  the  same  time  ask  you  to  urge  upon  Earl 
Eussell  that  every  day's  persistence  by  Great  Britain  in  an  attitude  of 
proclaimed  neutrality  by  the  government  which  is  violated  with  impu- 
nity, by  British  subjects,  on  the  ocean  and  upon  our  borders,  increases 
the  alienation  which  both  governments  justly  deplore.  The  time  has 
come  when  the  United  States  may  not  only  rightly  but  with  serious  earn- 
estness ask  relief. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Frakcis  Adams,  c£c.,  dkc.y  &c. 
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Mr.  Betcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1337.]  Dbpabtment  of  State, 

Washington,  April  4,  1865. 

SiB:  I  give  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Burnley,  which 
announces  the  discharge  of  the  St.  Albans  felons  from  arrest  upon  our 
treaty  requisition,  and  of  orders  for  their  re-arrest  for  violations  of  the 
Queen's  neutrality. 

I  append  also  a  copy  of  my  latest  instructions  upon  the  subject  to  the 
United  States  consul  at  Montreal. 

And  further,  a  copy  of  a  notice  which  has  this  day  issued  from  the 
Department  or  State.  * 

You  will  please  bring  these  proceedings  to  the  notice  of  Earl  Bussell, 
and  inform  him  of  my  apprehensions  that  the  new  judicial  prosecution 
which  has  been  Instituted  will  fail  like  so  many  others. 

Such  an  event  would  be  very  untoward,  and  produce  much  exaspera- 
tion. It  is  not  easily  seen  why  her  Majesty's  government  should  con- 
tinue to  recognize  as  a  belligerent  a  class  of  men  despicable  in  numbers. 
Although  they  recklessly  trample  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  under  their 
feet,  while  committing  atrocious  crimes  against  a  friendly  power,  yet 
they  can  neitha:  be  surrendered  to  us  for  punishment,  nor  subjected  to 
punishment  by  British  tribunals. 

It  certainly  would  not  be  an  easy  task  to  satisfy  the  people  of  the 
United  States  that,  in  enduring  such  proceedings,  this  government  exer- 
cises a  just  protection  over  the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens,  and  a 
right  sense  of  national  honor. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.y  <£c.,  <£c 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  3, 1865. 

My  Dear  Sib  :  Viscount  Monk  informs  me  by  telegraph  that  the 
Ganadian  courts  had  decided  that  the  St.  Albans  raiders  could  not  be 
surrendered,  and  thej^  were  consequently  discharged. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  governor  general  directed  their  immedi- 
ate re-arrest  on  a  charge  of  violating  the  Queen's  neutrality. 
Believe  me  to  remain,  my  dear  sir,  yours  very  faithfully. 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ij^c,  <£c.,  46c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Potter. 

[Extract.] 

No.  116.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtonj  March  21^  1865. 

Snt:  Your  dispateh  of  March. 15  (No.  170)  has  been  received  aad  care- 
fcdly  considered.  GDhe  disposition  and  proceedings  of  the  United  States 
towards  Canada  have  been  friendly  and  libersd.    The  wrongs  we  have 
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suffered  from  her  have  been  unprovoked.  Of  all  the  felons  harbored 
there,  who  have  assailed  our  cities  and  citizens,  only  one  has  yet  been 
delit^ered  up  to  us  upon  our  demand,  and  not  one  has  yet  been  punished. 

We  can  go  no  further  in  the  way  of  conciliation  until  we  have  some 
greater  show  of  reciprocity. 

It  may  seem  to  the  Canadians  that  they  are  relieved  from  responsibil- 
ity to  us  by  their  political  connection  with  other  portions  of  the  British 
empire,  distinguished  for  illiberality  to  our  country,  but  that  circum- 
stance so  far  increasing,  diminishes  our  security. 

•  •••••••• 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  F.  Potteb,  Esq., 

{7.  8.  Consul  Oeneralj  Montreal. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


NOTICE. 

To  all  whom  these  presents  may  concern : 

Whereas,  for  some  time  past,  evil-disposed  persons  have  crossed  the 
borders  of  the  United  States,  or  entered  their  ports  by  sea  from  coun- 
tries where  they  are  tolerated,  and  have  committed  capital  felonies 
against  the  property  and  life  of  American  citizens,  as  well  in  the  cities 
as  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  country : 

Now,  therefore,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  I  do  hereby  make  known  that  a  reward  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  will  be  paid,  at  this  department,  for  the  capture  of  each  of 
such  offenders,  upon  his  conviction  by  a  civil  or  military  tribunal,  to 
whomsoever  shall  arrest  and  deliver  such  offenders  into  the  custody  of 
the  civil  or  military  authorities  of  the  United  States.  And  the  like 
reward  will  be  paid  upon  the  same  terms  for  the  capture  of  any  such  pei> 
sons  so  entering  the  United  States,  whose  offenses  shall  be  committed 
subsequently  to  the  publication  of  this  notice. 

A  reward  of  five  hundred  dollars  will  be  paid,  upon  conviction,  for  the 
arrest  of  any  person  who  shall  have  aided  and  abetted  offenders  of  the 
class  before  named  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
r       T      Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State, 
l^"  ^'J  at  Washington,  this  fourth  dav  of  April,  A.  D.  1865. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.! 

ITo.  917.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  April  7,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  instmictions  that  have 
been  given  to  me  in  your  several  dispatches,  numbered  1250, 1256, 1274^ 
1278,  1293,  1296,  1297,  1304,  1310,  and  1313,  all  of  them  more  or  lesa 
eivjoining  it  upon  me  to  renew  remonstrances  against  the  course  of  the 
British  government  in  continuing  to  recognize  the  rebels  as  a  belliger- 
ent on  the  ocean,  and  claiming  indemnity  for  the  depredations  of  the 
vessela  that  have  been  Utted  out  from  this  kingdom  under  the  shelter 

19  A  c — ^VOL.  I 


290  CLAIMS  AGAINST  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

thus  given.    They  likewise  direct  me  to  demand  an  early  revocation  of 
that  measure. 

On  mature  reflection  I  have  concluded  the  best  policy  to  be  to  com- 
press the  execution  of  the  whole  of  the  instructions  which  I  have 
received  in  th6  contents  of  a  single  note.  This  has  been  carefully  pre- 
pared, and  will  probably  be  ready  to  be  sent  in  to-day.  As  it  is  rather 
long,  I  am  afraid  that  there  will  not  be  time  enough  to  transmit  to  yoa 
a  copy  by  this  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

]^o.  927.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  note  addressed  by  me 
to  Lord  Russell  on  the  7th  instant,  reference  to  which  was  made  by  me 
in  my  dispatch  No.  917,  of  last  week,  as  not  then  ready  to  be  sent. 

Lord  Eussell  has  acknowledged  the  reception  of  this  note,  but  haa 
delayed  a  reply,  for  the  reason  assigned  in  my  No.  922,  which  goes  to 
you  hereafter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  7,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  by  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Rio  Janeiro,  Mr.  Monroe,  making  a  report  6f  the  depre- 
dations committed  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  by  the  ves- 
sel known  in  the  port  of  London  as  the  Sea  King,  but  since  transformed 
into  the  Shenandoah  by  a  process  already  fully  explained  in  a  note 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  lordship  on  the  18th  of  Novem- 
ber last. 

I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  add,  that  this  same  vessel  has  been,  since  the 
date  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter,  heard  of  at  Melbourne,  from  which  place 
ftirther  detaOs  of  similar  outrages  have  been  received.  The  particulars 
have  been  communicated  to  my  government,  but  there  has  not  yet  been 
sufficient  time  for  me  to  obtain  its  instructions  in  regard  to  them.  I  can- 
not doubt,  however,  that  they  will  be  the  same  in  substance  as  those 
embraced  in  the  la«t  dispatch. 

Were  there  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  operations  carried  on  in  the 
ports  of  her  Majesty's  kingdom  and  its  dependencies  to  maintain  and 
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extend  tbis  systematic  depredation  npon  the  commerce  of  a  friendly 
people  had  been  materially  relaxed  or  prevented,  I  should  not  be  under 
the  painful  necessity  of  announcing  to  your  lordship  the  fact  that  my 
government  cannot  avoid  entailing  upon  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
the  responsibility  for  this  damage. 

It  is  impossible  to  be  insensible  to  the  injury  that  may  yet  be  impend- 
ing from  the  part  which  the  British  steamer  City  of  Richmond  has  had, 
in  being  suffered  to  transport  with  impunity,  from  the  port  of  London, 
men  and  supplies,  to  place  them  on  board  the  French-built  steam  ram 
Olinde,  alias  Stoerkodder,  alias  Stonewall,  which  has,  through  a  contin- 
uously fraudulent  process,  succeeded  in  deluding  several  govemmeuts 
of  Europe,  and  in  escaping  from  this  hemisphere  on  its  errand  of  mis- 
chief in  the  other, 

I  am  by  no  means  insensible  to  the  efforts  which  have  already  been 
made  and  are  yet  making  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  put  a  stop  to 
such  outrages  in  this  kingdom  and  its  dependencies.  Neitiier  can  I 
permit  myself  to  doubt  the  favorable  disposition  of  her  ministers  to 
maintain  amicable  relations  with  the  government  which  I  represent. 
While  perfectly  ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the  promptness  with  which 
all  the  numerous  remonstrances  and  representations  which  it  has  been 
my  painful  duty  heretofore  to  submit  have  been  met  and  attended  to  by 
your  lordship,  it  is  at  the  same  time  impossible  for  me  to  dispute  the 
fact  that  the  hostile  policy  which  it  is  the  object  of  all  this  labor  to  pre- 
vent has  not  only  not  been  checked,  but  is  even  now  going  into  execu- 
tion with  more  and  more  complete  success.  That  policy,  I  trust  I  need 
not  point  out  to  your  lordship,  is  substantially  the  des.truction  of  the 
whole,  mercantile  navigation  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  nature  of  the  process  by  which  this  is  coming  about  may 
readily  be  appreciated  by  a  brief  examination  of  the  returns  of  the  reg- 
istered tonnage  of  her  Majesty's  kingdom  for  the  last  six  years.  I  have 
the  honor  to  append  to  this  note  a  tabular  statement  of  the  number  of 
merchant  ships  built,  and  of  the  tonnage  owned  in  the  United  States, 
which  have  been  transferred  to  British  owners  in  the  successive  years, 
beginning  with  1858  and  ending  in  1864,  so  far  as  the  materials  at  hand 
from  the  official  reports  of  the  two  governments  can  supply  the  informa- 
tion. 

I  trust  it  will  be  needless  for  me  to  do  more  than  to  point  out  to  yonr 
lordship  the  inference  deducible  from  this  statement,  to  wit,  that  the 
United  States  commerce  is  rapidly  vanishing  from  the  face  of  the  ocean, 
and  that  that  of  Great  Britain  is  multiplying  in  nearly  the  same  ratio. 
Furthermore,  it  is  my  paiiifiil  duty  to  suggest  that  this  process  is  going 
on  by  reason  of  the  action  of  British  subjects  in  cooperation  with  emis- 
saries of  the  insurgents,  who  have  supplied  from  the  ports  of  her  Mf^- 
esty's  kingdom  all  the  materials,  such  as  vessels,  armament,  supplies,  and 
men,  indispensable  to  the  effective  prosecution  of  this  result  on  the 
ocean. 

So  far  as  I  am  aware,  not  a  angle  vessel  has  been  engaged  in  these 
depredations  excepting  such  as  have  been  so  ftimished,  unless,  indeed, 
I  might  except  one  or  two  passenger  steamers  belonging  to  persons  in 
New  York,  forcibly  taken  possession  of  whilst  at  Charleston  in  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  feebly  armed  and  very  quickly  rendered  useless 
for  any  aggressive  purpose.  It  may,  then,  on  Ihe  face  of  t^is  evidence, 
be  fairly  assumed  as  true  that  Great  Britain,  as  a  national  power,  iB,  in 
point  of  fact,  fast  acquiring  the  entire  maritime  commerce  of  the  United 
States  by  reason  of  the  acts  of  a  portion  of  her  Msy  esty's  subjects  engaged 
in  carrying  on  war  against  them  on  the  ocean  during  a  time  of  peace 
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between  the  two  countries.  I  deeply  regret  to  be  constrained  to  add 
that  every  well-meant  effort  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  pat  a  stop 
to  this  extraordinary  state  of  things,  down  to  this  time,  has  proved 
almost  entirely  froitless. 

I  would  most  respectfully  invite  youl*  lordship  to  produce  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  a  parallel  cia.se  to  this  of  endurance  by  one  nation  of 
injury  done  to  it  by  another,  without  bringing  on  the  gravest  of  compli- 
cations. That  in  this  case  no  such  event  has  followed,  has  been  owing, 
in  the  main,  to  a  full  conviction  that  her  Majesty's  government  has  never 
been  animated  by  any  aggressive  disposition  towanls  the  United  States, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  has  steadily  endeavored  to  discountenance, 
and  in  a  measure  to  check,  the  injurious  and  malevolent  operations  of 
many  of  her  subjects.  But  whilst  anxious  to  do  full  justice  to  the  amica- 
ble intentions  of  her  Majesty's  ministers,  and  on  that  account  to  forbear 
fh)m  recourse  to  any  but  the  most  friendly  and  earnest  appeals  to  reason 
and  to  their  sense  of  justice  for  a  rectification  of  these  wrongs,  it  is  im- 
possible to  resist  the  conviction  that  heretofore  their  measures,  however 
well  intended,  have  never  proved  effective  to  remedy  the  evil  com- 
plained of.  Prompt  to  acquit  them  of  any  design,  I  am  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  acknowledge  the  belief  that  practically  this  evil  had  its  origin 
in  the  first  step  taken,  which  can  never  be  regarded  by  my  government 
in  any  other  light  than  as  precipitate,  of  acknowledging  persons  as  a 
belligerent  power  on  the  ocean  before  they  had  a  single  vessel  of  their 
own  to  show  floating  upon  it.  The  result  of  that  proceeding  has  been 
that  the  power  in  question,  so  far  as  it  can  be  entitled  to  the  name  of  a 
belligerent  on  the  ocean  at  aU,  was  actually  created  in  consequence  of  the 
recognition,  and  not  before;  and  all  that  it  has  subsequently  attaii\pd  of 
such  a  position  has  been  through  the  labors  of  the  subjects  of  the  very 
country  which  gave  it  that  title  in  advance.  Neither  is  the  whole  case 
stated  even  now.  The  results  equally  show  that  the  ability  to  continue 
these  operations  with  success  during  the  whole  term  of  four  years  that 
the  war  has  continued,  has  been  Exclusively  owing  to  the  opportunity  to 
make  use  of  this  granted  right  of  a  belligerent  in  the  courts,  and  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  very  power  that  ftirnished  the  elements  of  its 
existence  in  the  outset.  In  other  words,  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
cannot  but  be  regarded  by  the  government  I  have  the  h#nor  to  repre- 
sent, as  not  only  having  given  birth  to  this  naval  belligerent,  but  also  as 
having  nursed  and  maintained  it  to  the  present  hpur. 

In  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  I  am  instructed,  whilst  insisting  on 
the  protest  heretofore  solemnly  entered  against  that  proceeding,  further 
respectfully  to  represent  to  your  lordship  that,  in  the  opinion  of  my  gov- 
ernment, the  grounds  on  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  rested 
their  defense  against  the  responsibility  incurred  in  the  manner  hereto- 
stated,  for  the  evils  that  have  followed,  however  strong  they  might  have 
heretofore  been  considered,  have  now  failed  by  a  practical  reduction  of 
aU  the  ports  heretofore  temporarily  held  by  the  insurgents.  Hence  the 
President  looks  with  confidence  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  an  early 
and  an  effectual  removal  of  all  existing  causes  of  complaint  on  this  score, 
whereby  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  St-ates  may  be  again  placed 
in  a  situation  to  enjoy  the  rights  to  which  it  is  entitled  on  the  ocean,  in 
peace  and  safety  from  annoyance  from  the  injurious  acts  of  any  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects,  perpetrated  under  the  semblance  of  belligerent  rights* 
I  am  further  instructed  to  invite  the  attention  of  your  lordship  to 
another  subject  in  this  immediate  connection. 

From  the  beginning  of  this  war  the  armed  vessels  of  her  Majesty  have 
continued  to  ei\joy  full  and  free  pratique  in  the  waters  of  the  CTuited 
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States.  They  have  been  welcomed  in  just  the  same  friendly  manner  as 
has  been  heretofore  customary  when  there  was  no  exclusion  of  the  same 
class  of  ships  of  the  United  States  from  the  waters  of  Great  Britain.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  the  President  that  the  time  has  come  when  it  may  be 
asked,  not  only  with  strict  right  but  also  with  entire  comity,  when  the 
reciprocity  of  these  hospitalities  is  to  be  restored.  It  is  the  expectation 
that  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  in  European  waters  will  be 
augmented  on  or  about  the  beginning  of  next  month,  when  this  question 
may  become  one  of  some  interest.  I  am,  therefore,  directed  to  solicit 
information  from  your  lordship  as  to  the  reception  which  t^ese  vessels 
may  expect  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  Jhe  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honw  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordships  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEuANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Honorable  Eabl  Busskll,  i&c.^  &c.^  i&c. 


[Mr,  Monroe  to  Mr.  Seward,  November  29, 1864,  is  printed  under  the 
head  of  *'The  Shenandoah,^  with  extract  from  preceding  dispatch 
No.  927.] 


Statements  in  tabular  form  of  American  vessels  sold  to  British  subjects 

from  1858  to  1864,  inclusive. 

United  States  official  report. 


B«fore  the  war. 


Tear. 


,  185^ 

1859 

1860 

Three  years 


No.  veasek. 


33 


123 


Tonnage. 


18,684 
21,308 
13,683 


47,675  . 


Daring  the  war. 


Tear. 


1861 

1862 

1863 

1864 

Four  years 


No.  vessels. 


715 


Tonnage. 


126 

71,673 

135 

64,578 

348 

252,379 

106 

92,052 

480,682 


British  official  report. 


Before  the  war. 

During  the  war. 

*•* 

Tear. 

No.  Tessels. 

Tonnage. 

•    Tear. 

No.  vessels. 

Tonnage. 

I860 

Not  given. 

11,716 

1861 

Not  given 
Do. 
608 

66,757 

1862 

59,103 

1863 ,- 

328,665 

Three  years. . 

One  year.... 

11,716 

608 

454,585 

Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1394.] 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtouy  May  6, 1865. 

Sm:  Your  dispatch  of  the  20th  ultimo,  No.  930,  has  been  received. 
It  is  believed  that,  however  slight  may  have. been  the  effect  of  the 
military  news  which  had  reached  England  at  the  date  of  your  dispatch, 
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that  which  has  subsequently  gone  forward  will  be  more  justly  appreci- 
ated. But  for  the  deplorable  event  which  has  shrouded  the  land  in 
mourning,  our  rejoicing  over  the  opening  future  would  be  unalloyed. 
Surely  the  maritime  powers  can  need  no  further  arguments  to  persuade 
them  to  withdraw  the  concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents 
on  the  ocean,  since  it  seems  that  the  insurrection  is  practically  sup- 
pressed. Your  observations  upon  the  subject  of  our  financial  affairs 
have  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUKTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  Jec.^  4to.,  &c. 


Mr.  Aiams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Ho.  962.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  11, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  from  Lord  Eussell  a  note  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
7th  of  April  last,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  department 
with  my  No.  927,  of  the  13th  of  April.  Inasmuch  as  his  lordship  gives 
an  official  response  to  the  two  points  of  inquiry  which  I  was  instructed 
to  propose,!  send  forward  a  copy  of  his  note  at  once  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  President.  Now  that  there  seems  to  be  very  little  left  of  the 
elements  even  of  a  ^  fdcto  government  in  the  insurgent  States,  the 
question  raised  is  likely  soon  to  expire  by  its  own  limitation.  I  peiceive 
that  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  question  is  about  to  be  addressed  to 
the  government  this  evening  relative  to  this  subject.  Should  any  reply 
of  interest  be  elicited,  I  shall  take  care  to  furnish  you  a  report  of  it. 

In  the  note  of  Lord  Russell  he  has  thought  it  proper  to  expand  the 
field  of  discussion  by  references  to  former  events  in  a  manner  which 
appears  to  leave  me  no  alternative  to  a  reply,  I  am,  therefore,  now 
engaged  in  drawing  up  such  a  paper.  This  will  leave  entirely  aside  the 
two  questions,  the  action  upon  which  is  of  course  reserved  for  the  exclu- 
sive judgment  of  the  government,  and  will  relate  only  to  the  historical 
matter  which  has  been  brought  into  play.  It  will  be  impossible  to  get 
it  prepared  to  send  this  week.  ^ 

I  am  in  hopes  I  shall  be  able  to  get  a  copy  to  you  by  the  steamer  of 
the  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obfedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  Hunteb, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  4, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your,  note  of  the  7th  of  April, 
forwarding  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  his  government  upon  the  proceedings  of  a  vessel  called 
the  Sea  King,  or  Shenandoah,  which  vessel  you  state  has  since  been  heai-d 
of  at  Melbourne,  whence  details  have  been  received  of  outrages  com- 
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mitted  by  her  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  Yon  then  proceed 
to  say:  "  Were  there  any  reasons  to  believe  that  the  operations  carried 
on  in  the  ports  of  her  Majesty's  kingdom  and  its  dependencies  to  main- 
tain and  extend  this  systematic  depredation  upon  the  commerce  of  a 
Mendiy  people  had  been  materially  relaxed  or  prevented,"  you  would  not 
have  had  to  aauounce  to  me  "  the  fact  that  your  government  cannot  avoid 
entailing  upon  the  government  of  Great  Britain  the  responsibility  for  this 
damage." 

A  British  steamer,  the  City  of  Eichmond,  is  next  alluded  to  as  having 
been  allowed  to  take  supplies  from  the  port  of  London  and  to  place  them  on 
board  a  French-built  steam  ram,  known  as  the  Stonewall,  and  you  found 
upQn  the  circumstances  to  which  you  have  thus  alluded  a^charge  against 
Great  Britain  of  not  only  not  checking  improper  depredations  on  United 
States  commerce,  but  of  aiming  at  the  destruction  of  the  whole  mercan- 
tile navigation  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and  while 
giving  credit  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  endeavoring  to  check  illicit 
proceedings  of  British  subjects,  you  allege  that  the  measures  adopted  in 
this  respect  by  her  Majesty's  government  have  never  proved  effective, 
and  that  the  evil  of  which  you  complain  has  its  origin  in  the  fact  that  her 
Majesty's  government  recognized  thei)erson8  in  arms  against  the  United 
States  as  belligerents,  and  thereby  improperly  gave  them  a  status  which 
has  led  to  a  long  continuance  of  hostilities :  but  as  the  ports  held  by  them 
haver  fallen  into  the  power  of  the  United  States,  the  President  looked 
with  confidence  to  a  removal,  by  her  Majesty's  government,  of  this 
ground  of  complaint.  You  conclude  by  expressing  a' hope  that  the  ships 
of  war  of  the  United  States  will  be  welcomed  in  British  waters  in  the 
same  friendly  manner  as  has  been  heretofore  customary. 

Allow  me  to  observe,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  can  never  admit  that  the 
duties  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States  are  to  be  measured 
by  the  losses  which  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  may 
have  sustained.  The  question  is  not  what  losses  the  United  States  have 
sustained  by  the  war,  but  whether  in  difficult  and  extraordinary  circum- 
stances the  government  of  her  Majesty  have  performed  faithfully  and 
honestly  the  duties  which  international  law  and  their  own  municipal  law 
impose^  npon  them. 

Let  me  remind  you  that  when  the  civil  war  in  America  broke  out  so  sud- 
denly, so  violently,  and  so  extensively,  that  event,  in  the  preparation  of 
which  Great  Britain  had  no  share,  caused  nothing  but  detriment  and 
injuiy  to  her  Majesty's  subjects,  Great  Britain  had  previously  carried  on 
a  large  commerce  with  the  southern  States  of  the  Union,  and  had  pro- 
cured there  the  staple  which  furnished  materials  for  the  industry  of  mil- 
lions of  her  people. 

Had  there  been  no  war,  the  existing  treaties  with  the  United  States 
would  have  secured  the  continuance  of  a  commerce  mutuaUy  advantage- 
ous and  desirable.  But  what  was  the  first  act  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States!  He  proclaimed,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1861,  the  block- 
ade of  the  ports  of  seven  States  of  the  Union.  But  he  could  lawfully 
interrupt  the  trade  of  neutrals  to  the  southern  States  upon  one  ground 
only,  namely,  that  the  southern  States  were  carrying  j  on  war  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States  j  in  other  words,  that  they  were 
belligerents. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  on  hearing  of  these  events,  had  only  two 
courses  to  pursue,  namely,  that  of  acknowledging  the  blockade  and  pro- 
claiming the  neutrality  of  ner  Majesty,  or  that  of  refusing  to  acknowledge 
the  blockade  and  insisting  upon  the  lights  of  her  Miyesty's  subjects  to 
trade  with  the  ports  of  the  South.    Her  Majesty's  government  pursued 
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the  former  course  as  at  once  the  most  just  and  the  most  friendly  to  the 
United  States. 

It  is  obvious,  indeed,  that  the  course  of  treating  the  vessels  of  the 
southern  States  as  piratical  vessels,  and  their  crews  as  pirates,  would 
have  been  to  renounce  the  character  of  neutrals  and  to  take  part  in  the 
war ;  nay,  it  would  have  been  doing  more  than  the  United  States  them- 
selves, who  have  never  treated  the  prisoners  they  have  made  either  by 
land  or  sea  as  rebels  and  pirates,  but  as  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  detained 
until  regularly  exchanged. 

So  much  as  to  the  step  which  you  say  your  government  can  never 
regard  "  as  otherwise  than  precipitate,''  of  acknowledging  the  southern 
States  as  belligerents.  It  was,  on  the  contrary,  your  own  government 
which,  in  assuming  the  belligerent  right  of  blockade,  recognized  the 
southern  States  as  belligerents.  Had  they  not  been  belligerents  the 
armed  ships  of  the  United  States  would  have  had  no  right  to  stop  a'sin- 
gle  British  ship  upon  the  high  seas. 

The  next  complaint  (often  repeated  I  must  admit)  is,  that  vessels  built 
in  British  ports,  and  afterwards  equipped  with  an  armament  sent  from 
the  British  coast,  have  injured,  and,  according  to  your  account,  almost 
destroyed  the  mercantile  marihe  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  the  only  question  that  can  be  put  on  that  ^subject  is,  whether 
Great  Britain  has  performed  faithfully  the  duties  incumbent  upon  hert 
I  must  here  ask  you  to  recollect  that  our  foreign  enlistment  act,  as  well 
as  your  foreign  enlistment  act,  requires  proof  that  the  vessel  has  been,  or 
is  about  to  be,  equipped  or  armed  within  our  dominions  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  a  state  or  a  body  of  men  making  war  t)n  a  state  in  amnesty  with 
her  Majeaty.  In  the  case  of  the  Alabama,  which  is  always  referred  to  as 
affording  the  strongest  ground  of  complaint  against  her  Majesty's  gov- 
erment,  the  papers  affording  evidence  of  a  design  to  equip  the  ship  for 
the  confederate  service  were  furnished  to  me  by  you  on  the  22d,  and  more 
completely  on  the  24th  of  July,  1862.  They  were  reported  upon  by  the 
law  officers  on  the  29th  of  that  month.  But  on  that  very  morning  the 
Alabama  was  taken  to  sea  on  the  false  pretence  of  a  trial  trip. 

I  contend  that  in  that  case,  as  in  all  others,  her  Majesty's  government 
faithfully  performed  their  obligations  as  neutrals.  It  must  be  recollected 
that  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  though  passed  in  the  year  1819,  had 
never  been  actually  put  in  force,  and  that  it  is  still  doubtful  whether  the 
evidence  furnished  by  you  on  the  22d  and  24th  of  July,  though  it  was 
deemed  a  sufficient  ground  for  detaining  the  Alabama,  would  have  been 
found  sufiftcient  to  procure  a  conviction  from  a  jury,  or  even  a  charge  in 
favor  of  condemnation  of  the  vessel  from  a  judge.  Again,  I  repeat,  the 
whole  question  resolves  itself  into  this:  whether  the  British  government 
fedthfuUy  and  conscientiously  peiformed  their  duties  as  neutrals,  or 
whether  they,  from  any  motives  whatever,  were  guilty  of  a  grave  neglect 
of  those  duties? 

Upon  this  point  it  might  be  sufficient  for  me  to  appeal  to  the  unpreju- 
diced judgment  formed  and  expressed  at  the  time  by  Mr.  Seward,  alter 
every  material  fact  had  been  communicated  to  him  by  your  dispatches  of 
the  25th  and  3l8t  of  July  and  Ist  of  August,  1862.  Writing  to  yourself 
on  the  13th  of  August,  1863,  he  expressed  the  President's  approval  of  the 
action  which  you  had  taken  with  respect  to  the  Oreto  and  the  Alabama, 
(then  called  No.  290,)  and  added,  "you  wiU,  on  proper  occasion,  make 
known  to  Earl  Eussell  the  sati8fa<5tion  which  the  President  has  derived 
from  the  just  and  friendly  proceeding  and  language  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  these  subjects." 

In  maintaining  this  view  of  our  duties,  I  have  the  satisfa^ction  of 
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thinking  that  her  Majesty's  government  were  supported  by  some  of  the 
highest  authorities  of  the  United  States.  In  1815  a  correspondence 
began  between  the  ministers  representing  Spain  and  Portugal  and  the 
United  States  government,  respecting  the  practice  of  fitting  out  priva- 
teers in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  putting  them  under  a  foreign 
flag  and  cruising  against  Spanish  commerce.  In  January,  1817,  Senor 
0^8,  Spanish  minister  at  Washington,  says : 

"  It  is  notorious  that  although  the  speculative  system  of  fitting  out 
privateers  and  putting  them  under  a  foreign  flag,  one  disavowed  by  all 
nations,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Spanish  commerce,  has  been 
more  or  less  pursued  in  aU  the  ports  of  the  Union,  it  is  more  especially  to 
those  of  New  Orleans  and  Baltimore  where  the  greatest  violations  of  the 
respect  due  to  a  friendly  nation,  and,  if  I  may  say  so,  of  that  due  to 
themselves,  have  been  committed;  whole  squadrons  of  pirates  having 
been  sent  out  from  thence  in  violation  of  the  solemn  treaty  existing 
between  the  two  nations,  and  bringing  back  to  them  the  finiits  of  their 
piracies,  without  being  yet  checked  in  these  courses  either  by  the  recla- 
mations I  have  made,  those  of  his  Majesty's  consuls,  or  the  decisive  and 
judicious  orders  issued  by  the  President  for  that  purpose." 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  compensation  was  ever  made  for  any  of 
these  seizures. 

But  the  remonstrances  of  Portugal  are  still  more  applicable.  On  the 
8th  of  March,  1818,  Senor  J.  Oorrea  de  Serra  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Uuit^  States  government  the  case  of  three  Portuguese  ships  which 
had  been  captured  by  privateers  fitted  out  in  the  United  States,  manned 
by  American  crews  and  commanded  by  American  captains,  though  under 
insurgent  colors,  and  he  demanded  satisfaction  and  indemnification  for 
the  injury  which  had  been  done  to  Portuguese  subjects,  as  well  as  to 
the  insult  which  had  been  offered  to  the  Portuguese  flag.  To  this  letter 
the  American  Secretary  of  State,  after  reciting  the  complaint  of  the 
Portuguese  minister,  replied  as  follows: 

*^  The  government  of  the  United  States  having  used  all  the  means  in 
its  power  to  prevent  the  fitting  out  and  arming  of  vessels  in  their  ports 
to  cruise  against  any  nation  with  whom  they  are  at  peace,  and  having 
£ei,ithfrLlly  carried  into  execution  the  laws  enacted  to  preserve  invio- 
late the  neutral  and  pacific  obligations  of  this  Union,  cannot  consider 
itself  bound  to  indemnify  individual  foreigners  for  losses  by  capture  over 
which  the  United  States  have  neither  control  nor  jurisdiction.  For  such 
events  no  nation  can  in  principle,  nor  does  in  practice,  hold  itself  responsi- 
ble." 

The  Secretary  of  State,  who  signed  this  dispatch,  bore  a  name  most 
honorably  known  in  the  annals  of  the  United  States — ^the  name  of 
Adams. 

The  remaining  events  to  be  noticed  in  the  history  of  the  answers  given 
by  the  United  States  to  the  complaints  of  Portugal  during  the  wars  of 
South  America,  and  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  in  the  pres- 
ent war,  may  be  recorded  without  any  fear  of  comparison  on  the  part  of 
the  government  of  her  Majesty. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  the  amended  act  known  as  the  American 
foreign  enlistment  act  wa«  passed. 

On  the  24th  of  November  of  that  year,  the  Portuguese  minister  being 
asked  by  Mr.  Adams  to  ftimish  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  charge- 
able with  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  fitting  out  and  arm- 
ing a  vessel  within  the  United  States  forthe  purpose  of  cruising  against  the 
subjects  of  his  sovereign^  and  of  the  witnesses  by  whose  testimony  the 
charge  could  be  substantiated,  replied  to  the  following  effect : 

^'He  had  found  with  sorrow  multiplied  proofs  that  many  of  the  armed 
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ships  which  had  committed  depredations  on  the  property  of  Portugaese 
subjects  were  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  had  been  fitted  in 
ports  of  the  Union,  and  had  entered  in  several  ports  of  the  Union,  cap- 
tured ships  and  cargoes  by  unlawful  means.  Many  of  these  citizens  of 
the  United  States  had  the  misfortune  of  believing  that  they  did  a  meritori- 
ous action  in  supporting  foreign  insurrections,  and  offered  great  diflScul- 
ties  in  the  way  of  every  prosecution  instituted  by  a  foreign  minister. 
Prosecutions  were  ordered  by  the  government  of  tihe  United  States,  but 
did  not  appear  to  have  had  much  effect  in  checking  the  depredations 
complained  of." 

In  March,  1819,  the  Portuguese  minister  alleges  that,  in  contrast  to  the 
Spanish  insurgents  who  had  ports  and  a  long  line  of  coast  at  their  dis- 
posal, Urtegas,  the  chief  whose  flag  was  borne  by  United  States 
privateers,  was  wandering  with  his  followers  in  the  inland  mountains 
of  Corrientes.  "  The  Urtegan  flag,"  he  continues, "  which  has  not  a  foot 
length  of  sea-shore  in  South  America  where  it  can  show  itself,  is  freely  and 
jfrequently  waving  in  the  port  of  Baltimore.  Urtegan  cockades  were 
frequently  met  with  in  that  city  in  the  hats  of  American  citizens  un- 
worthy of  that  name." 

In  another  note,  dated  the  23d  of  November,  1819,  the  Portuguese 
minister  says:  "  I  do  justice  to,  and  am  grateful  for,  the  proceedings  of 
the  Executive  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  these  depredations,  but  the  evil 
is  rather  increasing.  I  can  present  to  you,  if  required,  a  list  of  fifty 
Portuguese  ships,  almost  all  richly  laden,  some  of  them  East  Indiamen, 
which  have  been  taken  by  these  people  during  the  period  of  full  peace. 
This  is  not  the  whole  loss  we  have  sustained,  this  list  comprehending 
only  those  captures  of  which  I  have  received  of^cial  complaints;  the 
victims  have  been  many  more,  besides  violations  of  territory  by  landing 
and  plundering  ashore  with  shocking  circumstances." 

"One  city  alone  on  this  coast,"  he  says,  "has  armed  twenty-six  ships, 
which  prey  on  our  vitals,  and  a  week  a^o  three  armed  ships  of  this 
nature  were  in  that  port  waiting  for  a  favorable  occasion  of  sailing  for 
a  cruise." 

In  July,  1820,  the  Portuguese  minister  proposed  that  the  United  States 
should  appoint  commissioners  to  confer  and  agree  with  commissioners 
of  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  in  what  reason  and  justice  might  demand. 

But  Mr.  Adams  again  says  that  for  wrongs  committed  in  United 
States  territory,  Portuguese  subjects  have  a  remedy  in  the  courts  of 
justice ;  "  but  for  any  ^.cts  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  committed 
out  of  their  jurisdiction  and  beyond  their  control,  the  government  of 
the  United  States  is  not  responsible."  • 

To  this  most  just  principle,  which  was  again  referred  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Clayton,  and  maintained  against  the  government  of  Portugal  to  this 
hour,  the  United  States  must  be  held  still  to  adhere.  No  matter  how 
many  rich  Portuguese  ships  were  taken;  no  matter  even  what  flag  was 
borne  by  the  vessels  which  took  them;  for  these  acts  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  acting  as  the  captains,  officers,  and  crews  of  those 
cruisers,  the  United  States  government  declared  itself  not  responsible. 
Nor  was  that  government  induced  to  depart  from  that  ground  by  the 
urgent  representations  of  the  Portuguese  minister,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Webster,  of  the  7th  of  November,  1850,  "  that  by  due  diligence  on  the 
part  of  the  government  and  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  the  evil 
might  have  been  prevented;"  and  that  "the  fitting  out  of  these  vessels 
was  not  checked  by  all  the  means  in  the  power  of  the  government;  but 
that  there  was  a  neglect  of  the  necessary  means  of  suppressing  these 
expeditions."    With  regard  to  Spain  the  case  was  somewhat  different, 
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as  the  United  States  had  many  outstanding  claims  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain }  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  claims  of  Spain  were  rested 
ai)on  the  interpretation  placed  by  her  on  her  treaty  with  the  United 
States.  The  claims  of  the  United  States  were  used  as  a  setoff  against 
the  claims  of  Spain  on  account  of  the  depredations  committed  by  the 
United  States  cruisers,  commanded  by  United  States  captains,  and  in 
respect  of  other  matters;  and  both  orders  of  claims  were  renounced  and 
abandoned  by  a  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  concluded 
on  the  22d  of  February,  1819. 

Before  I  refer  to  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  during  the  present  civil 
war,  I  must  for  a  moment  allude  to  an  address  of  President  Monroe,  in 
regard  to  the  South  American  insurrections. 

^^The  revolutionary  movement  in  the  Spanish  provinces  in  this  hemi- 
sphere attracted  the  attention  and  excited  the  sympathy  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  from  its  commencement."  Such  is  the  statement  of  President 
Monroe  in  his  special  message  of  the  8th  of  March,  1822.  It  must  be 
acknowledged  that  in  this  country  the  gallantry  of  the  people  of  the 
southern  States,  in  their  endeavors  to  give  to  those  States  an  independ- 
ent position  in  the  world,  excited  a  large  amount  of  sympathy.  It 
must  be  acknowledged,  also,  that  the  desire  of  large  profits  from  the 
sale  of  cargoes  induced  many  of  the  Queen's  subjects  to  engage  in 
blockade  running.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  said  that  no 
British  subject  appears  to  have  commanded  a  confederate  cruiser,  while 
United  States  citizens  s^m  frequently  to  have  acted  as  captains  of  the 
privateers  which,  under  the  flag  of  Buenos  Ayres,  or  some  other  South 
American  state,  committed  depredations  on  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
commerce.  Nor  was  the  vigilance  of  her  Majesty's  government  at  fault 
when,  as  in  the  case  of  the  steam  rams  built  at  Birkenhead  for  a  con- 
federate agent,  tliey  were  fully  convinced  that  vessels  of  war  were  being 
constructed  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United  States.  Indeed,  so 
decided  and  so  effective  was  the  action  of  the  government  in  detaining 
the  vessels  called  the  El  Tousson  and  El  Monassia.  that  it  appears  by 
the  published  parliamentary  reports  that  a  member  oi  Parliament  charged 
the  government  with  having  done,  and  with  having  done  on  their  own 
confession,  what  was  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  without  law,  without 
justification,  and  without  excuse.  Unfounded  as  that  charge  was,  yet, 
coming,  as  it  appears,  from  high  authority,  it  is  obvious  that  nothing 
but  the  intimate  conviction  that  those  vessels  were  intended  for  confed- 
erate vessels  of  war,  that  unless  detained  they  would  attempt  to  break 
the  blockade  of  the  United  States  squadrons,  and  that  such  an  act  might 
have  produced  the  gravest  complications,  could  have  sustained  the  gov- 
ernment under  the  weight  of  charges  thus  urged. 

Let  us  compare  this  case,  in  which  her  M^esty's  government  detained 
and  seized  the  ships,  with  that  of  the  Shenandoah,  to  which  you  refer, 
in  which  they  did  not  interfere. 

The  Shenandoah  was  formerly  the  Sea  King,  a  merchant  or  passage 
steamship,  belonging  to  a  mercantile  company.  She  was  sold  to  a  mer- 
chant, ana  soon  afterwards  cleared  for  China  as  a  merchant  ship.  Not 
a  tittle  of  evidence  was  ever  brought  before  her  Majesty's  government 
by  you  or  any  one  else  to  show  that  she  was  intended  for  the  service  of 
the  confederates.  Had  it  been  alleged  even  that  her  decks  were  stronger 
than  usual,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  gims^  it  might  have 
been  plausibly  answered  that  the  China  seas  abounded  with  pirates,  and 
that  guns  were  necessary  in  order  to  diive  them  off. 

But  it  is  said  that  guns  and  men  were  sent  to  meet  a  confederate  vessel 
at  sea.    So  far  as  guns  are  concerned,  this  is  not  an  offense  against  our 


300  CLAIMS  AGAINST  GBEAT  BRITAIN. 

laws;  nor  am  I  aware  of  any  authority  in  international  law  according  to 
which  the  British  government  could  be  bound  to  prevent  it.  So  far  as 
men  are  concerned,  they  could  not  be  interfered  with  without  evidence 
of  an  intention  or  engagement  to  serve  a&  confederate  seamen,  and  no 
such  evidence  was  ever  offered  to  her  Majesty's  government.  What  if 
these  guns  and  men  were  sent  in  a  vessel  which  cleared  for  Bombay? 
Would  it  have  been  right  for  her  Majesty's  government,  without  evi- 
dence, to  seize  such  a  vessel  ?  Would  not  proceedings  thus  unauthorized 
by  law  or  by  any  legal  grounds  of  suspicion  have  been  loudly  and 
universally  condemned  f  It  is  true  that  arms  were  sent  to  the  Olinde, 
a  French  vessel,  and  that  the  Sea  King,  having  changed  its  character 
at  sea,  appeared  afterwards  as  a  confederate  ship  of  war.  But,  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Adams  in  1818,  "for  such  events  no  nation  can  in 
principle,  nor  does  in  practice,  hold  itself  responsible,'' 

With  regard  to  the  export  of  arms  sent  by  individuals  in  this  country 
to  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  government 
and  courts  of  the  United  States  have  always  upheld  the  legality  of  this 
traf&c.  On  the  subject  of  certain  memorials  of  British  subjects  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  Mr.  Jefferson  says,  "We  have  answered  that  our  citizens  have 
always  been  free  to  make,  send,  or  export  arms;  that  it  is  the  cpnstant 
occupation  and  livelihood  of  some  of  them.  To  suppress  their  callings, 
the  only  means,  perhaps,  of  their  subsistence^  because  a  war  exists  in 
foreign  and  distant  countries,  with  which  we  have  no  concern,  would 
hardly  be  expected.  It  would  be  hard  in  principle,  and  impossible  in 
practice," 

This,  be  it  recollected,  was  not  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson  alone.  He 
wrote  Dy  the  direction  of  General  (then  President)  Washington, 

With  respect  to  the  alleged  destruction  of  the  mercantile  navigation 
of  the  United  States,  it  must  be  noted  that  it  has  been  common  to  trans- 
fer American  merchant  ships,  without  change  of  cargo  or  of  crew,  nomi- 
nally to  British  owners,  in  order  to  avoid  the  higher  rates  of  insurance 
payable  during  war.  With  peace,  the  mercantile  marine  of  the  United 
States  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  at  least  as  numerous  as  before. 

I  am  happy  to  see  that  you  declare  yourself  by  no  means  insensible  to 
the  efforts  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  made,  and  are  still 
making,  to  put  a  stop  to  such  outrages  in  this  kingdom  and  it«  depend- ' 
encies,  and  that  you  cannot  permit  yourself  to  doubt  the  favorable  dis- 
position of  the  Queen's  ministers  to  maintain  amicable  relations  with  the 
government  of  the  United  States;  nay,  further,  you  state  that  the 
avoidance  of  the  gravest'of  complications  "has  been  owing,  in  the  main, 
to  a  fiiU  conviction  that  her  Majesty's  government  has  never  been  ani- 
mated by  any  aggressive  disposition  towards  the  United  States,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  it  has  steadily  endeavored  to  discountenance,  and,  in 
a  measure,  to  check  the  injurious  and  malevolent  operations  of  many  of 
her  subjects."  The  question,  then,  really  comes  to  this:  Is  her  Majesty's 
government  to  assume  or  be  liable  to  a  responsibility  for  conduct  which 
her  Majesty's  government  did  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  and  punish! 
— a  responsibility  which  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
government  in  the  case  of  Portugal,  positively,  formally,  and  justly 
declined. 

Have  you  considered  to  what  this  responsibility  would  amount  ?  Great 
Britain  would  become  thereby  answerable  for  every  ship  that  may  have 
left  a  British  port  and  have  been  found  afterwards,  used  by  the  confed- 
erates as  a  ship  of  war;  nay,  more,  for  every  cannon  and  every  musket 
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used  by  the  confederates  on  board  any  ship  of  war,  if  mannfactored  in 
a  British  workshop. 

I  now  come  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  relates  to  the  futore. 

The  late  successes  of  the  United  States  armies  give  us  every  reason 
to  hope  for  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war.  In  such  case,  the  restric- 
tions which  have  been  imposed  upon  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  as 
belligerents  will  of  course  cease.  In  such  case,  also,  it  is  to  be  presumed 
the  cruisers  and  privateers  of  the  confederates  will  be  at  once  sold  and 
converted  into  merchant  vessels.  But  the  present  state  of  affairs  does 
not  allow  me  to  speak  with  certainty  upon  this  point. 

The  questions  remain,  however,  first,  whether  the  United  States 
vesselsof  war  will  be  now  allowed  to  come  into  the  harbors  of  her 
Majesty's  dominions  without  other  restrictions  than  those  usual  in  times 
of  peace;  and  another  question  closely  connected  with  it,  namely, 
whether  the  confederates  are  still  to  be  treated  as  belligerents. 

My  answers  are  the  following:  In  regard  to  the  first  question,  her 
Majesty's  government  are  quite  willing  that  vessels  of  war  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  treated  in  the  ports  of  her  Msyesty  in  the  same  manner 
as  her  Majesty's  vessels  of  war  are  treated  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  with  this  single  exception,  that  if  an  enemy's  vessel  of  war  should 
come  into  the  same  port,  the  vessel  which  shall  first  leave  the  port  shall 
not  be  pursued  by  its  enemy  until  twenty-four  hours  shall  have  elapsed. 

Before  answering  the  second  question  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
United  States  are  prepared  to  put  an  end  to  the  beUigerent  rights  of 
search  and  capture  of  British  vessels  on  the  high  seas  f  Upon  the  answer 
to  this  question  depends  the  course  which  her  Msyesty's  government 
will  pursue. 

All  that  I  can  do  further  is  to  assure  you  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, who  have  lamented  so  sincerely  the  continuance  of  this  painful 
and  destructive  contest,  will  hail  with  the  utmost  pleasure  its  t<'.rmina- 
tion,  and  will  view  with  joy  the  restoration  of  peace  and -prosperity  in  a 
country  whose  well  being  and  happiness  must  always  be  a  source  of  sat- 
isfaction to  the  sovereign  and  people  of  these  realms. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

,  EUSSELL. 

Ghables  Fbangis  Adahs,  Esq.,  c£o.,  c£c.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 
"So.  1401.]  Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Wdshinfftofij  May  15,  1866. 

SiB:  The  recent  announcement  of  the  arrival  of  the  insurgent  ram 
Stonewall  at  Nassau,  where  it  is  reported  she  had  been  allowed  to  coal, 
and  the  possibility  that  she  might  proceed  thence  to  some  x)oint  on  our 
coast,  has  naturally  excited  some  uneasiness  here.  Actuated,  in  part,  at 
least,  by  this  feeling,  the  President  has  directed  me  to  address  to  Sir 
Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce  the  note  upon  the  subject,  dated  the  13th  instant, 
a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  Earl  Russell  will  undoubtedly  receive  a 
copy  from  him.  The  subject,  however,  is  deemed  important  enough  for 
you  to  seek  an  interview  in  regard  to  it  with  the  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  if,  as  is  possible,  belligerent  rights  should  not  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  insurgents  before  this  instruction  shall  reach  you. 
If,  contrary  to  all  reasonable  expectation,  those  rights  shall  still  be  con- 
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.tinned  to  them,  yon  will  nrgently  and  gravely^remonstrate  against  this. 
You  will  add  that  this  government,  in  view  of  tlTe  change  of  circomstanoes 
which  has  occurred,  must  be  no  longer  expected  to  respect  those  rights  on 
land  or  at  sea;  on  the  contrary,  it  must  be  expected  henceforth  to  do  what- 
ever shall  be  necessary  for  the  restorationof  our  national  commerce,  and  its 
safe  and  competent  protection.  If  collisions  shall  occur  in  doing  this, 
we  shall,  in  view  of  the  changed  condition  of  afi^irs  in  this  country,  to 
which  I  have  already  alluded,  and  of  the  ample  and  generous  notice  to 
the  world  in  the  proclamation*  of  the  President,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with inclosed,  deem  ourselves  to  be  morally  justiJfted  and  to  be  absolved 
from  any  consequences  which  might  ensue  from  such  a  step. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Ghables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  i6c.j  &o. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F,  Bruce, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  May  13, 1865. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  pursuant  to 
unofiicial  intelligence  which  has  reached  here,  the  insurgent  ram  Stone- 
wall was  recently  anchored  near  the  port  of  Nassau,  after  having  captured 
at  least  one  vessel  of  the  United  States  on  her  way  nrom  Europe.  Accord- 
ing to  another  report,  an  United  States  schooner  which  had  been  captured 
by  insurgents  in  Chesapeake  Bay  had  reached  another  British  island, 
and,  though  her  restitution  was  asked  for  by  the  United  States  consul 
there,  the  request  was  refused  by  the  authorities. 

Assuming  this  information  to  be  correct,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  this  govern- 
ment must  expect  those  foreign  powers  which  have  hitherto  recognized 
the  piratical  cruisers  of  the  insurgents  as  entitled  to  belligerent  rights 
in  their  ports  and  on  the  high  seas  to  withdraw  that  recognition,  and  no 
longer  to  extend  countenance  and  protection  to  those  plunderers  and 
burners  of  vessels  of  the  United  States.  He  hopes,  also,  that  you  may 
be  authorized,  and  may  deem  yourself  warranted  by  your  knowledge  of 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  this  country,  to  instruct  or  request 
those  officers  of  her  Majesty's  colonial  possessions  adjacent  to  the  United 
States  to  refuse  to  receive  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  the  insurgents. 

I  am  instructed  to  add,  however,  that  while  disclaiming  all  intention 
of  offering  any  threat,  if  it  should  not  be  competent  for  you  to  adopt  the 
measures  referred  to,  and  those  authorities  should  continue  to  welcome 
and  grant  hospitality  to  the  vessels  of  the  insurgents,  or  should  not  at 
once  be  checked  in  that  course  by  the  authorities  at  home,  this  govern- 
ment will  deem  itself  warranted  and  compelled,  with  all  reasonable 
courtesies,  to  adopt  any  course  by  which  those  vessels  may  be  prevented 
from  continuing  their  piratical  ravages  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 

servant,  

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary, 

Hon.  Sur  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  ^c,  cfcc,  &c. 

*For  President's  proclamation,  printed  under  <<Port  Reffulations''  as  an  enclosure 
to  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  973,  June  2, 1865,  jpa«t 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  960.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of 
Tuesday,  containing  a  report  of  the  answers  made  by  ministers  in  both 
houses  to  inquiries  made  respecting  the  withdrawal  of  the  recognition  of 
belligerent  rights  from  the  rebels.  The  argument  is  feeble  enough  in 
both  cases ;  but  as  it  makes  now  very  little  difference  what  may  be  the 
course  taken,  all  that  I  can  add  is  to  regret  that  what  would  have 
appeared  to  be  a  manly  and  frank  retraction  of  an  originally  hasty  step 
had  not  been  spontaneously  offered  in  season  to  give  it  value  in  concili- 
ating good  feelings  for  the  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FEAIJ^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

[For  inclosed  copy  of  report  of  debate  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  6.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Htmter. 

[Extract.] 

No.  963.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  25, 1865. 

Sib:        ••••••• 

In  relation  to  the  question  of  belligerent  rights,  it  appears  that  so  far  as 
it  refers  to  the  restriction  upon  the  sojourn  of  our  national  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  foreign  powers,  it  was  withdrawn  in  this  kingdom,  as  I  notified 
you,  at  the  close  of  the  last  week,  and  it  has  this  week  been  removed  also 
in  France.    That  settles  one  of  the  points  in  dispute. 

The  other  point,  the  recognition  of  beUigerency,  is  made  to  depend 
upon  the  renunciation  by  the  United  States  government  of  the  right  of 
search  of  neutral  vessels  at  sea.  As  the  exercise  of  this  appears  to  be  no 
longer  necessary,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  will  be  soon  disposed  of 
likewise. 

At  the  same  time,  and  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  all  further  hesitation, 
if  the  matter  be  not  already  provided  for  by  the  voluntarj^  surrender  of 
the  parties,  it  would  seem  to  be  advisable  for  the  government  to  take 
early  steps  to  obtain  possession  by  force  of  the  only  remaining  outlets 
for  illicit  commerce— Galveston  and  the  line  of  the  liio  Grande. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
No.  964.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  25, 1865. 

SiB:  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  reply,  dated  the 
20th,  to  Lord  Kussell's  note  of  the  4th  instant,  which  I  have  already,  in 
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my  Ko.  952,  mentioned  as  being  in  preparation.  After  it  was  completed, 
owing  to  its  great  length,  it  took  several  days  to  make  the  necessary  fiur 
copies  for  transmission  to  his  lordship,  as  well  as  to  yon.  I  am  in  hopes 
that  it  will  dispose  of  the  snbject,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come. 

Lord  Eassell,  on  the  22d  instant,  sent  me  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
receipt  of  it,  as  will  appear  by  the  copy  herewith  transmitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANCI8  ADAM^. 
Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  RusselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  20,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  4th 
instant  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  7th  of  last  month.  I  have  already  taken 
the  earliest  oportunity  to  transmit  a  copy  to  my  government. 

K  it  shonld  not  so  happen  that  the  course  of  events  disjiose  of  the 
matter  beforehand.  I  shall  probably  receive  instructions  which  will 
enable  me  to  give  tne  information  which  your  lordship  appears  to  desire. 
Pending  the  receipt  of  these,  however,  I  must  ask  pardon  for  observing 
that  in  the  notice  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  take  of  the  argument 
submitted  in  my  note,  you  have  so  far  extended  the  field  of  discussion  as 
to  make  it  my  duty  to  proceed  in  it  still  further.  And  here  I  would  beg 
leave  to  remark  that  if  I  am  to  judge  of  the  general  statement  made  of 
my  position  by  the  abstract  of  it  presented  to  me  by  your  lordship,  I 
must  have  very  grievously  failed  in  offering  the  logical  sequence  of  my 
propositions  as  distinctly  as  I  had  desired  i^  do. 

This  will  render  necessary  another  effort  to  place  them  before  you  in  the 
following  brief  recapitulation : 

It  was  my  wish  to  maintain — 

1.  That  the  act  of  recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  insur- 
gents as  belligerents  on  the  high  seas  before  they  had  a  single  vessel 
afloat  was  precipitate  and  unprecedented. 

2.  That  it  had  the  effect  of  creating  these  parties  belligerents  after  the 
recognition,  instead  of  merely  acknowledging  an  existing  fact. 

3.  That  this  creation  has  been  since  effected  exclusively  from  the  ports 
of  her  Majesty's  kingdom  and  its  dependencies,  with  the  aid  and  co- 
operation of  her  Majesty's  subjects. 

4.  That  during  the  whole  course  of  the  struggle  in  America,  of  nearly 
four  years  in  duration,  there  has  been  no  appearance  of  the  insurgents 
as  a  belligerent  on  the  ocean  excepting  in  the  shape  of  British  vessels^ 
constructed,  equipped,  supplied,  manned,  and  armed  in  British  ports. 

5.  That  during  the  same  period  it  has  been  the  constant  and  persistent 
endeavor  of  my  government  to  remonstrate  in  every  possible  form  against 
this  abuse  of  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  call  upon  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  to  exercise  the  necessary  powers  to  put  an  effective 
stop  to  it. 

6.  That,  although  the  desire  of  her  Majesty's  ministers  to  exert  them- 
selves in  the  suppression  of  these  abuses  is  freely  acknowledged,  the 
efforts  which  they  made  proved  in  a  great  degree  i>owerles8,  from  the 
inefficiency  of  the  law  on  which  they  relied,  and  from  their  absolute 
refiisal,  when  solicited,  to  procure  additional  powers  to  attain  the  object. 
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7.  That,  by  reason  of  the  failure  tocheck  this  flagrant  abnse  of  neutrality, 
the  issue  from  British  ports  of  a  number  of  British  vessels,  with  the  aia 
of  the  recognition  of  their  belligerent  character  in  all  the  ports  of  her 
Majesty's  dependencies  around  the  globe,  has  resulted  in  the  burning  and 
destroying  on  the  ocean  a  large  number  of  merchant  vessels  and  a  very 
large  amount  of  property  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

8.  That,  in  addition  to  this  d&ect  injury,  the  action  of  these  British- 
built,  manned,  and  armed  vessels  has  had  tlie  indirect  effect  of  driving 
from  the  sea  a  large  portion  of  the  commercial  marine  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  a  corresponding  extent  eidargiiig  that  of  Great  Britain, 
thus  enabling  one  portion  of  the  British  people  to,  derive  an  unjust 
advantage  from  the  wrong  committed  on  a  friendly  nation  by  another 
portion. 

9.  That  the  injuries  thus  received  by  a  country  which  has  meanwhile 
sedulously  endeavored  to  perform  all  its  obligations,  owing  to  the  imper- 
fection of  the  legal  means  at  hand  to  prevent  them,  as  well  as  the  un- 
willingness to  seek  for  more  stringent  powers,  are  of  so  grave  a  nature 
as  in  reason  and  justice  to  constitute  a  valid  claim  for  reparation  and 
indemnification. 

In  making  this  recapitulation,  it  is  lio  part  of  my  design  to  go  over 
any  of  the  reasoning  which  has  already  been  exhausted  in  the  corre- 
spondence which  I  have  had  the  honor  heretofore  to  hold  with  your  lord- 
ship. I  shall  endeavor  to  confine  myself  to  such  points  as  may  have 
been  raised  by  the  new  matter  embodied  in  the  note  to  which  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  reply. 

With  regard  to  my  first  proi>osition,  I  have  ventured  to  affirm  that  the 
recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  belligerents  on  the  13th  of  May  was 
precipitate  and  unprecedented. 

That  it  was  precipitate  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  not  a  single  vessel 
entitled  to  the  character  was  at  that  moment  afloat  on  the  ocean,  and 
that  even  on  the  land  the  war  itself  had  barely  commenced  in  the  blood- 
less capture  of  Fort  Sumter. 

That  it  was  imprecedented,  I  must  infer  that  your  lordship  does  not 
design  to  dispute,  since  it  appears  that  you  have  not  availed  yourself  of 
my  invitation  to  furnish  me  with  any  example. 

Nevertheless,  I  have  endeavored,  so  far  as  I  was  able  myself,  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter,  in  order  that  I  might  be  folly  satisfied  in  regard  to  the 
solidity  of  the  reasons  which  your  lordship  has  done  me  the  favor  to  oflfer 
for  so  suddenly  taking  this  step.  I  have  found  in  history  an  abundance 
of  instances  of  insurrections  either  temporarily  or  ultimately  successful. 
In  most  of  them  there  was  much  more  of  necessity  pressing  upon  neu-^ 
tral  powers  for  deciding  the  points  to  which  your  lordsldp  has  referred 
in  your  note ;  but  I  have  failed  to  discover  a  single  occasion  upon  which 
anyof  the  powers  made  a  decision  in  anticipation  of  a  case  of  immediate 
necessity  presenting  itself  to  their  attention. 

*  In  this  connection  I  may  perhaps  be  pardoned  for  reminding  your  lord- 
ship of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  breaking  out  of  the  revo- 
lution in  the  British  colonies  in  America.  It  could  not  then  be  said  that 
cruisers  and  merchant  vessels  did  not  at  once  swarm  on  the  ocean ;  neither 
was  the  other  contingency  absent  of  the  decision  of  her  Mfyesty's  gov- 
ernment to  close  some  ports  and  to  blockade  others.  Yet  I  do  not  per- 
ceive that  Fi'ance,  however  well  inclined  to  do  so,  did  actually  take  a 
single  step  to  declare,  by  proclamation,  these  insurgents  as  belligerents 
at  any  time.  The  course  which  it  did  take,  the  same  which  I  find  to 
have  been  usual,  was  to  await  the  arrival  of  an  insuirgent  vessel  in  her 
ports.    When  that  event  did  happen,  a  decision  was  ^made.    It  was 

20  A  C-^VOL.  I 
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re^teived  sa  belonging  to  a  beDigerent.  The  same  course  iras  likewige 
taki'U  in  IIollaD<L  But  I  mogt  beg  leave  to  remind  your  lordship  that 
even  thix  quiet  proceeding  wa»  instantly  denounced  by  her  Majesty's 
government  in  both  cancH  as  a  wrong,  demanding  reparation,  and  was 
made  one  of  several  groundis  for  which,  in  the  enc^  Great  Britain  made 
war  8UCM'>eKHively  against  each  nation. 

But  the  immediate  recognition  of  the  insurgents  by  a  proclamation 
was  not  the  only  nnprecented  proceeding  resorted  to  by  her  Majestj's 
government  to  create  a  status  which  had  no  actual  existence. 

In  advance  of  that  step  it  now  api)ears  that  measures  were  taken,  and 
oveilures  made,  to  efttHjt  a  sx>ecies  of  diplomatic  negotiation  with  the 
so-<'4il]ed  authorities  at  Kichmond  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  their  adhe- 
sion to  the  four  points  of  the  celebrated  treaty  of  1856.  Considering  that 
the  party  applied  to  had  not  then,  and  has  not  at  any  moment  since,  ever 
been  able  to  boast  of  sailing  a  single  vessel  of  its  own  construction,  equip- 
ment, and  manning,  this  might  verj-  naturally  have  been  construed  by  it 
as  e/quivalent  to  offering  to  create  for  it  a  status  in  the  ports  of  the  pro- 
posing party,  applying  in  advance  of  any  idea  of  profiting  by  such  a 
privilege.  I  do  not  intend  to  affirm  that  her  Majesty's  government,  in 
taking  this  extraordinary  step,  had  any  design  to  hold  forth  an  invita- 
tion. On  the  contrary,  I  disclaim  any  such  idea.  But  it  must  be  obv-i- 
ons  to  your  lordship  that  some  responsibility  is  often  incurred  for  the 
injurious  consequences  naturally  flowing  from'human  action,  even  though 
there  may  not  )ye  the  presence  of  evil  intention.  From  the  evidence 
already  before  the  public,  it  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt  that  these  pro- 
et^edings  taken  together  did  have  the  effect  of  encou^raging  the  insurgents 
to  a  degree  which  led  to  the  prosecution  of  their  subsequent  audacious 
policy. 

The  insurgents  ultimately  became  a  belligerent  on  the  ocean  solely  by 
reason  of  the  facilities  faruished  them  in  her  Majesty's  ports.  The  fact 
appears  to  me  to  be  indisputable ;  for  down  to  the  close  of  the  war, 
with  the  exception  mentioned  in  my  former  note,  of  two  passenger  steam- 
ers stolen  from  the  citizens  of  New  York,  not  a  single  effective  vessel  of 
tlH»irs  lias  been  seen  on  the  oci^an,  excepting  the  six  or  seven  which  have 
been  wholly  suj^plied  in  and  from  this  kingdom.  Of  the  preparation  of  these 
steamers  for  the  puri)Ose  indicated,  I  have  endeavored  from  time  to  time  to 
i\innsh  your  lordship  with  such  evidence  as  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  obtain. 
For  a  considerable  time  I  found  myself  unable  to  stem  the  combined 
4»ilH't  of  the  seexet  sympathy  of  her  Miyesty's  officers  in  the  port  of  Liv- 
er]H>ol,  and  of  your  lord8hii)'s  very  natural  incredulity  based  on  their 
reports,  in  pix)curing  more  than  formal  attention  to  my  representations. 

Thus  it  was  that  &e  gunboat  Oreto  got  away,  and  soon  after  became 
the  armtMi  privateer  the  Florida. 

All  the  statements  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  proved  true  to  the  let- 
U»r,  but,  nevertheless,  the  facility  with  which  the  evasion  had  been 
accomplished  Aimished  the  strongest  encouragement  to  the  subsequeiit 
givat  extension  of  the  field  of  oi)eration8. 

It  Vas  at  that  moment  that  a  deliberate  policy  was  adopted  by  the 
insurgent^  under  which  a  base  was  made  in  this  kingdom  for  all  the 
extensive  warlike  operations  since  conducted  by  them.  The  officers  were 
then  established,  and  all  the  ramitications  of  a  bureau  regularly  organ- 

The  next  example  was  that  of  gimboat  No.  290,  afterwards  well  known 
as  the  evuiser  the  Alabama.  I  ivfer  to  this  case  once  more  only  because 
it  has  been  particularly  referred  to  by  your  lordship.    I  do  so  for  the 
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purpose  of  exprefising  my  diBsent  from  the  statement  made  in  your  note 
in  regard  to  certain  important  particulars. 

Your  lordship  is  pleased  to  state  that  the  papers  affording  evidence  of 
a  design  to  equip  this  ship  for  the  confederate  service  were  ftimished  to 
you  on  the  22d  and  on  the  24th  of  July.  This  is  certainly  true.  But 
your  lordship  will  be  kind  enough  to  remember  that  my  first  note  giving 
information  as  to  the  character  of  that  vessel  was  dated  on  the  23d  of 
June— that  is,  one  month  preceding.  On  the  4th  of  July  the  commission- 
ers of  her  Majesty's  customs,  to  whom  that  representation  was  referred, 
made  a  report  admitting  the  fact  that  the  vessel  was  certainly  built  for 
a  ship  of  war,  but  aifirming  that  the  evidence  presented  of  her  being 
intended  for  the  so-called  confederate  government  was  not  sufficient  to 
justify  a  detention.  The  concluding  sentence  in  their  letter  was  in  these 
words;  I  pray  permission- to  ask  your  lordshiiVs  particular  attention  to 
them: 

"We  beg  to  add  that  the  officers  at  Liverpool  will  keep  a  strict  watch 
upon  the  vessel,  and  that  any  further  information  that  may  be  obtained 
concerning  her  will  be  Ibrthwith  reported.'' 

Here  was  a  distinct  pledge  on  the  part  of  two  of  her  Majesty's  officers 
that  "they  would  keep  a  strict  watch  on  this  vessel,"  which  pledge  was 
sent  to  me  with  your  lordship's  note  of  the  4th  of  July,  requesting  me  to 
obtain  such  ftirther  evidence  as  might  tend  to  show  the  destination  of 
the  vessel.  Considering  this  as  a  &stinct  engagement,  sanctioned  by 
her  Majesty's  government,  to  keep  faithful  watch  overthat  vessel  so  long 
as  it  might  be  necessary  to  obtain  more  evidence  as  to  her  character,  the 
l>recise  date  of  the  receipt  of  that  evidence  becomes  a  question  of  second- 
ary importance.  The  true  question  appears  to  be,  how  that  pledge  was 
actually  redeemed.  This  will  appear  clear  enough  in  the  sequel.  On 
the  9th  of  July  the  consul  made  a  statement  to  t^e  collector  of  facts  as 
they  had  become  known  to  him. 

He  entered  into  a  number  of  details  in  respect  to  the  persons  engaged 
in  connection  with  this  vessel,  naming  individuals  with  a  particularity 
certainly  deserving  of  some  investigation  by  her  Majesty's  officers  at 
LiveriKK)!  if  they  really  meant  to  satisfy  thetnselves  that  she  ought  to  be 
detained.  But  it  does  not  api)ear  that  they  considered  it  their  duty  to 
initiate,  or  even  to  carry  on,  any  inquiry. 

The  board  of  customs  contented  themselves  with  a  formal  reply  on  the 
16th  instant,  denying  that  there  was  sufficient  j^rima/a^Ji^  evidence  to 
justify  a  seizure  of  the  vessels. 

On  the  other  hand,  my  lord,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  remark,  after  a 
calm  re-examination  of  the  substance  of  that  letter,  that  if  there  was 
not  prima  facie  evidence  enough  in  it  to  justify  the  seizure,  there  was 
matter  enough  in  it  to  make  it  ttie  bounden  duty  of  her  Majesty's  officers 
to  lose  no  time  and  omit  no  effort  to  obtain  the  e\idence  on  their  own 
account  to  verify  or  to  disprove  the  allegations. 

They  do  not  so  appear  to  have  read  their  duty.  The  consequence  was, 
that  more  time  was  necessary  for  me  to  procure  the  information  which;  as 
officers  of  the  Crown,  they  admit  in  their  own  letter  they  ought  to  have 
procured  themselves.  I  did  obtain  evidence,  though  the  x)rocess  nat- 
urally consumed  time.  That  evidence  was  submitted  on  the  2l8t  of  July 
by  the  consul  at  Liverpool  to  the  collector  of  that  i)ort,  and  by  him 
referred  to  the  board  of  customs.  The  deliberate  answer  of  that  body 
was  made  on  the  23d  of  July,  and  it  was  to  the  effect  that  it  was  not 
Bufflcient  to  justify  any  steps  being  taken  against  the  vessel  under  the 
law. 

Thus  far  it  appears  that  although  her  Mi^esty's  officers  had  pledged 
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the  government  to  "  keep  faithful  watch  over  the  vessel  and  report  any 
further  information  they  might  obtain,"  no  one  of  them  seems  to  have 
been  disposed  to  pay  the  smallest  attention  to  any  representations  or  any 
evidence  offered  by  myself  or  any  agent  of  the  United  States,  even  so 
far  as  to  stimulate  his  own  action  in  any  way  whatever.  A  change  now 
took  place,  to  the  nature  of  which  J  .beg  most  particularly  to  osSl  your 
lordship's  attention. 

On  the  next  day  after  the  decision  of  the  customs  board  I  had  the 
honor  of  sending  to  your  Jlordship  copies  of  six  of  the  very  same  deposi- 
tions which  had  been  already  sent  to  them.  Whether,  these  would  by 
themselves  have  met  with  a  better  fate,  I  cannot  venture  to  pronounce. 
But  on  the  24th  I  transmitted  two  additional  ones,  to  which  was  appended 
a  professional  opinion  by  a  British  subject,  distinguished  as  a  Queen's 
counsel,  which  had  been  given  to  me  after  a  carefdl  examination  of  all 
these  i)apers.    It  was  to  the  following  effect :     . 

1.  "  That  if  the  collector  of  Liverpool  did  not  detain  the  vessel  he 
would  incur  a  heavy  responsibility,  of  which  the  board  of  customs  must 
take  their  share. 

2.  "  That  if  the  vessel  was  allowed  to  escape,  it  deserved  considera- 
tion whether  the  federal  government  would  not  have  serious  ground  of 
remonstrance." 

These  were  ominous  words.  They  laid  the  responsibility  distinctly 
upon  the  very  parties  who  had  given  the  original  pledge  of  vigilance 
and  attention.  And  yet,  during  the  very  interval  in  which  her  Majesty's 
government  wa«  deliberating  upon  their  purport,  the  vessel  was  permit- 
ted to  escape.  Neither  did  this  event  occur  without  most  explicit  warn- 
ing of  the  danger  having  been  given  by  a  person  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States.  As  early  as  the  23d  of  July,  six  days  before  that  escape, 
Mr.  Squarry,  the  solicitor  employed  in  the  case,  addressed  a  note  to  the 
secretary  of  the  customs  board  warning  them  most  distinctly  of  th^  fe<jt 
that  the  vessel  was  ready  for  sea,  had  Mty  men  on  board,  and  eould  sail 
-any  time.  On  the  26th  he  i^TPote  another  letter,  repeating  the  warning 
-once  more.  Yet  in  spite  of  the  promise  to  keep  a  strict  watch,  and  in 
spite  of  these  repeated  warnings,  the  vessel  was  permitted  to  steam  out 
.of  Liveri>ool  just  as  if  no  cause  of  suspicion  of  her  destination  had  ever 
been  excited.  And,  as  if  to  crown  the  extraordinary  character  of  the 
transaction,  after  receiving  from  Mr.  Squarry  notice  on  the  29th  that  the 
vessel  was  actually  gone,  it  was  not  until  the  31st  that  telegrams  were 
issued  to  Liverpool  ordering  her  detention.  I  must  respectfully  represent 
to  your  lordship  that  this  proceeding,  so  far  from  appearing  to  do  any 
justice  to  the  demand  of  the  United  States,  looks  almost  as  if  it  were 
intended  for  a  positive  insult. 

It  is  true  that  on  the  same  day  telegrams  ordering  a  detention  were 
sent  to  Cork ;  likewise,  on  the  1st  of  August,  to  Beaumaris  and  Holyhead. 
And  on  the  2d  of  August  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  collector  at  Cork  to 
the  same  effiect.  For  all  practical  purposes,  they  might  have  been  sent 
just  ^  ^ell  at  this  moment  that  I  am  addressing  these  lines  to  your  lord- 
ship. It  further  appears  that  instructions  were  sent  to  the  governor  of 
the  Bahamas,  in  case  the  vessel  should  visit  Nassau.  The  vessel  did  not 
visit  that  place.  But  the  next  time  she  visited  a  port  within  her  Majesty's 
dominions  was  after  she  had  entered  upon  her  career  of  depredation ;  and 
then,  instead  of  being  detained,  she  was  politely  received  and  acknowl- 
edged as  the  vessel  of  a  bona  fide  belligerent. 

It  now  appears  that  from  the  day  when,  by  the  flagrant  negligence  of 
her  M^'esty's  board  of  custojns,  this  vessel,  admitted  to  be  intended  for 
war  purposes,  was  suffered  to  depart  from   the  port  of  Liverpool, 
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down  to  the  honr  of  her  destruction  by  the  TJnited  States  steamer  Kear- 
sarge  off  the  coast  of  France,  she  came  again  and  again  into  ports  within 
her  Majesty's  jurisdiction,  and  instead  of  being  treated  as  her  Majesty's 
government  directed  if  she  should  go  to  !N"assau,  she  was  everywhere 
hailed  with  joy  and  treated  with  hospitality  as  a  legitimate  cruiser. 

On  behalf  of  my  government  I  respectfully  protest  against  the  whole 
of  this  proceeding  as  contrary  to  recognized  principles  of  international 
law.  What  the  obligation  of  her  Majesty's  government  really  was  in 
this  instaface  is  so  clearly  laid  down  by  a  distinguished  writer,  notoriously 
disposed  never,  to  exaggerate  the  duties  nor  to  undervalue  the  privileges 
of  neutrals,  that  I  will  ask  the  liberty  to  lay  before  you  his  very  words: 

"  Le  fait  de  construire  un  b&timent  de  guerre  pour  le  compte  d'un  bel- 
lig^rant,  ou  de  I'armer  dans  les  6tats  neutres,  est  une  violation  du  terri- 
toire.  Toutes  les  prises  faites  par  un  b&timent  de  cette  nature  sont 
iU^gitimes,  en  quelque  lieu  quf  elles  aient  ^t6  faites.  Le  souverain  offens^ 
a  le  droit  d^  s'en  eraparer,  m^me  de  force,  si  elles  sont  amen6es  dans  ses 
ports,  et  d'en  r^clamer  la  restitution  lorsqu'elles  sont,  comme  cela  arrive 
en  g^n^ral,  conduites  dans  les  ports  hors  de  sa  jurisdiction.  II  i)eut 
6galement  reclamer  le  di^sarmement  du  b&timent  ill^galemeut  arm^  sur 
son  territoire^  et  m6me  le  d^tenir,  sll  entre  dans  iquelque  lieu  soumis  ^ 
sa  souverainet4  jusqu'^  ce  qu'il  ait  ^t6  d^sarm^."* 

It  is,  then,  with  undoubting  confidence  in  the  justice  of  the  reasoning 
here  presented  that  I  take  the  liberty  to  reaffirm  the  validity  of  the 
claims  of  my  government  for  aU  the  damage  done  by  this  vessel  during 
her  career,  and  ask  reparation  therefor. 

With  respect  to  the  extract  from  the  letter  of  Me.  Seward  to  me  of 
August  13,  1863,  actually  written  in  1862,  (by  a  clerical  error  in  your 
lordship's  note  that  for  a  time  misled  me,)  which  you  are  pleased  to 
quote  as  a  proof  that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  proceedings,  I 
can  only  remark  that  the  very  date  itself  sufficiently  proves  that  his  lan- 
guage never  could  have  been  intended  to  apply  to  the  extent  to  which 
your  lordship  appears  to  supi)ose :  for  at  that  moment  he  had  been  but 
very  partially  put  in  possession  or  aU  the  facts  connected  with  the  case. 
His  remark  obviously  points  only  to  the  disposition  of  your  lordship, 
which  has  never  been  brought  into  question.  What  he  has  thought  of 
the  whole  case  since,  and  what  instructions  have  been  given  to  me  in 
consequence,  are  matters  too  well  known  to  your  lordship  to  render 
further  explanation  necessary. 

Passing  from  this  point  to  the  more  general  question  between  the  two 
countries,  I  proceed  to  the  task  of  considering  an  argument  of  your  lord- 
ship of  a  widely  different  description.  This  is  one  drawn  entirely  from 
the  authority  supplied  by  the  previous  practice  of  the  government  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  You  cite  this  as  an  example  to  sustain 
the  position  taken  by  her  Majesty's  government  against  the  present 
claim.  It  is  urged  in  at  least  two  instences  cited,  where  similar  claims 
were  presented  by  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers  to  the  United 
States,  they  were  replied  to  with  substantially  the  same  reasoning  now 
repeated  by  her  Majesty's  government.  These  are  the  cases  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  the  commerce  of  which  countries  had. suffered  from  depre- 

*  "The  fact  of  building  a  war  vessel  for  a  belligerent,  or  of  arming  it  in  neutral 
states,  is  a  violation  of  the  territory.  All  captures  made  by  a  vessel  of  this  kind,  in 
whatever  place  they  may  be  made,  are  iUegaL  Tlie  offended  sovereign  has  the  right 
to  seize  them  even  by  force,  if  thev  are  brought  into  his  ports^  and  to  claim  the  restora- 
tion of  them  if  carried  into  ports  beyond  his  jurisdiction,  as  is  generaUy  the  case.  He 
may  also  exact  the  disarming  of  the  vessel  illegally  armed  within  his  territory,  and 
even  retain  it  till  disarmed,  iiit  enters  any  place  subject  to  his  power." — Translation, 
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dations  on  the  ocean,  committed  by  vessels  bnilt,  armed,  manned,  and 
equipped  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  dispatched  from  their 
ports. 

The  first  remark  that  I  wonld  pray  permission  to  submit  in  connection 
with  this  view  of  the  subject  is  this :  that  even  if  it  were  true  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  had,  half  a  century  since,  refused  to 
recognize  the  just  claims  of  other  powers  for  damage  done  by  reason  of 
their  omission  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  neutral  ports  to  the  com- 
merce of  those  powers,~it  could  in  no  degree  change  the  nature  of  any 
subsequent  omission  or  neglect  committed  by  other  powers  at  this  day. 
It  is  a  principle  of  morals  too  thoroughly  known  to  your  lordship  to 
require  my  dwelling  upon  it  for  a  moment,  that  the  wrong-doing  of  one 
party  cannot  be  cited  in  justification  of  a  repetition  of  the  act  by  another. 

Surely  if  the  United  States  government  had  ventured  upon  declaring 
what  was  once  known  as  a  paper  blockade  of  the  whole  southern  coast, 
her  Majesty's  government  would  not  have  been  content  to  be  told  that 
such  was  the  acknowledged  practice  of  Great  Britain  many*  years  ago. 
Neither  would  it  have  been  better  satisfied  if  the  United  States  had 
resorted  to  the  press-gangs  in  the  outset  of  the  war  to  fill  their  ships 
with  British  subjects,  forced  against  their  will  to  fight  their  own  coun- 
trymen in  the  Alabamas,  and  Floridas,  and  Shenandoahs,  and  Tallahas- 
sees,  depredating  on  the  ocean,  to  be  told,  in  answer  to  their  remon- 
strances, that  just  such  was  the  treatment  Americans  experienced  at  the 
hands  of  Great  Britain  prior  to  the  war  of  1812. 

But,  conclusive  as  this  reasoning  may  be  held  to  be  to  annul  at  once 
all  the  authority  that  springs  from  mere  precedent  as  its  source,  I  am 
by  no  means  disi)osed  to  resort  to  it  in  the  cases  cited  by  your  lordship. 
They  are  very  familiar  to  me,  and  to  my  view  are  in  themselves  so  far 
fi[X)m  furnishing  strength  to  the  positions  which  have  been  taken  by  your 
lordship,  that  they  bear  directly  the  contrary  way.  The  parallel  at- 
tempted to  be  drawn  is,  in  other  words,  wholly  defective  and  inappli- 
cable. 

In  regard  to  the  injuries  inflicted  by  citizens  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  commerce  of  Spain,  the  extract  which  your  lordship  is  pleased 
to  quote  from  the  ofiicial  note  of  the  representative  of  the  latter  conn- 
try,  Don  Louis  de  Onis,  certainly  does  show  that  such  were  actually 
committed.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
ever  denied  the  fact.  The  expedition  fitted  out  by  General  Miranda 
against  a  certain  portion  of  the  coast  of  South  America,  then  under 
Spanish  rule,  was  unquestionably  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the 
country,  which  ought  to  have  been  prevented.  All  these  cases  consti- 
tuted claims  which  the  Spanish  government  held  against  the  United 
States,  very  much  in  the  same  way  that  the  claims  for  damage  done  by  the 
Alabama,  &c.,  issued  from  British  ports,  are  now  held  by  the  United 
States.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  it  should  be  observed  that  out  of 
the  wars  of  Europe  there  had  grown  up  a  much  larger  amount  of  claims 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  injuries  done  to  their 
commerce  by  illegal  seizure  and  condemnation  of  their  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  Spain.  In  progress  of  time  the  necessity  became  urgent  on 
both  sides  to  enter  into  a  deliberate  examination  of  these  respective 
iclaims,  and,  if  possible,  to  arrive  at  fair  terms  of  settiement.  A  plan  of 
a  treaty  was  proposed  embracing  all  that  was  regarded  as  fairly  to  be 
brought  forward  on  the  two  sides.  It  was  during  this  process  that  Don 
Louis  de  Onis,  the  very  same  person  whom  your  lordship  has  been  pleased 
to  cite  as  making  the  complaint,  himself,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1818,  pre- 
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sented  a  jprq/ef  of  six  articles,  intended  to  indude  every  one  of  those 
objects. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  proposal  was  intended  to  cover  the 
very  claim  which  was  presented  in  the  previous  note  of  January,  1817, 
an  extract  from  which  your  lordship  has  done  me  the  honor  to  quote. 
If  your  lordship  should  have  any  inclination  to  draw  it  into  question, 
I  shall  only  have  to  refer  yon  to  a  second  prcjet  presented  by  idxe  same 
individuals  on  the  16th  of  November,  1818,  in  wMch  occur  these  words : 

"  My  fourth  proposal  to  your  government  has  for  its  object  the  renun- 
ciation by  both  governments  and  nations  of  aU  claims  for  spoliations 
respectively  suffered  by  either  of  the  two  i)owers  or  their  subjects  until 
the  signing  of  the  treaty.'^ 

And  as  a  voucher  for  what  was  meant,  there  is  attached  to  this  paper 
a  document  containing  three  separate  lists — one,  of  the  names  of  the 
Spanish  vessels  taken;  another,  of  the  privateers,  fitted  out  in  the 
Ajnerican  ports,  by  which  they  were  taken ;  and  a  third,  of  the  proj)erty 
taken  in  those  vessels.  In  other  words,  these  constitute  the  very  claims 
for  injuries  complained  of  in  the  note  of  Mr.  Onis,  te  which  your  lord- 
ship has  been  pleased  to  refer.  To  this  projwsition,  so  presented  by  Mr. 
Onis,  the  government  of  the  United  States  raised  no  objection.  It  was, 
therefore,  so  far  as  it  went,  admitted  as  an  item^o  tanto  on  the  side  of 
Spain  in  the  settlement  of  the  opposite  questions  between  the  two  na- 
tions. As  such,  it  was  incorporated  into  the  prcjet  of  a  treaty  drawn 
up  by  Don  Louis  de  Onis  for  the  consideration  of  the  United  States 
government,  and  ddivered  on  the  9th  of  February,  1819.  In  this  paper 
it  makes  a  portion  of  the  tenth  article. 

The  renunciation  of  his  Majesty  was  made  to  extend  to  all  injuries 
caused  by  the  expedition  of  Miranda,  fitted  out  and  equipped  at  New 
York,  and  "  to  all  claims  of  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  upon  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  which  the  interposition  of  his  Cath- 
olic Majesty's  government  has  been  solicited  before  the  date  of  this 
treaty  and  since  the  date  of  the  convention  of  1802,  or  which  may  have 
been  made  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  of  his  Miyesty  or  to  his 
minister  in  the  United  States." 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that  in  making  this  voluntary 
offer  the  Spanish  government  did  not  expect  to  gain  for  it  a  just  equiva- 
lent in  settling  the  other  and  less  favorable  terms  of  the  treaty. 

This  offer,  so  made,  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Adams  for  the  United  States 
and  incorporated  in  his  counter  project,  offered  to  Don  Louis  de  Onis  on 
the  13th  of  February,  1819.  It  therefore  now  stands  toUdem  verbis  as  a 
part  of  the  treaty  signed  by  the  representatives  of  the  two  countries  on 
the  22d  of  February  of  that  year.  All  the  papers  from  which  these 
extracts  are  taken  have  been  long  before  the  world.  I  trust  I  may 
therefore  be  pardoned  if  I  express  no  small  astonishment  that  your 
lordship  should  have  fallen  into  the  error  of  aflarming,  in  the  note  which 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  that  "  it  does  not  appear  that  any  com- 
pensation was  ever  made  for  any  of  the  seizures." 

I  now  ask  leave  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  other  case 
referred  to  in  your  lordship's  note,  the  claim  of  Portugal  upon  the  United 
States  for  similar  injuries  to  those  complained  of  on  behalf  of  Spain.  I 
am  the  more  disposed  to  approach  the  subject,  that,  unlike  the  other 
case,  it  is  new  in  the  correspondence  which  it  has  been  my  duty  to  hold 
with  your  lordship,  and  that  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  correct  some 
misapprehensions  which  appear  to  exist  as  to  its  true  character  and  bear- 
ings on  the  present  discussion. 

The  extracts  from  various  public  papers  of  the  government  of  the 
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TTnited  States  with  which  your  lordship  has  fstvored  me  sufficiently  es- 
tablish the  feet  as  stated,  to  wit :  "  That  the  revolutionary  movement  in 
South  America  excited  the  sympathy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,'' 

Your  lordship  is  pleased  here  to  apply  the  parallel  so  far  as  to  admit 
that  in  this  kingdom  there  was  similar  sympathy  with  "  the  people  of 
the  southern  States"  in  what  you  describe  as  "  their  endeavors  to  give 
these  States  an  independent  position  in  the  world.''  This  was  an  unfor- 
tunate illusion  as  to  the  true  objects  of  that  struggle,  of  which  I  have 
been  aware,  but  which  I  have  never  ceased  to  regret. 

Yet  I  would  respectftdly  call  the  attention  of  your  lordship  to  the  cir- 
cumstance, in  connection  with  this  supposed  parallel,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  sympathy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  South  Amer- 
ica, and  notwithstanding  that  the  insurgents  did  possess  both  open 
ports  and  abundant  facilities  for  cruising  on  the  ocean,  the  government 
of  the  United  States  did  not  herald  their  movement  by  a  prompt  decla- 
ration recognizing  these  people  as  a  belligerent  power  as  against  Spain. 

So  far  was  this  from  being  true,  that  no  sooner  was  it  known  that 
movements  were  set  on  foot  to  make  a  few  of  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  a  base  for  the  operations  of  the  insurgents,  aided  by  citizens  of 
the  country,  than  orders  were  given  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment to  apply  the  whole  power  of  the  existing  laws  to  prevent  it.  In 
proof  of  this  assertion  I  pray  permission  to  submit  the  reports  of  the 
prosecuting  attorneys  for  the  two  districts  in  which  the  offenses  were 
most  committed.  Copies  of  these  papers  will  be  found  appended  to 
this  note.  They  will  show  that  seven  different  individuals,  citizens  of 
Spanish  America,  engaged  in  these  operations  against  the  neuti^ality  of 
the  country,  were  subjected  to  trial  for  their  offenses  in  the  courts.  I 
would  here  beg  leave  to  interpose  the  remark,  that,  so  far  as  I  know,  in 
spite  of  all  the  evidence  which  I  have  presented  to  your  lordship  as  to 
the  complicity  of  leading  insurgents  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  this 
kingdom,  in  the  violations  of  neutrality  here  committed,  not  a  single 
prosecution  has  ever  been  attempted  by  her  Majesty's  government.  They 
will  also  show  that  the  only  limit  to  the  effort  of  the  government  to  pun- 
ish the  parties  concerned  was  the  inefficiency  of  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  laws  passed  in  1794.  It  was  this  difficulty  which  soon  forced 
itself  upon  the  attention  of  the  President. 

It  is  here  that  I  beg  leave  to  take  up  the  case  of  Portugal,  and  to  ask 
attention  to  those  particular  points  in  which  the  action  of  the  United 
States  in  this  case  Offers  most  materially  from  that  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, with  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  make  a  parallel. 

On  the  20th  of  December  M.  J.  Correa  de  Serra,  the  diplomatic  repre- 
sentative of  Portugal  at  Washington,  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
then  the  Secretary  of  State,  presenting  the  particulars  of  a  strong  case 
of  violation  of  the  law  which  had  just  happened  in  Baltimore.  He  pro- 
ceeded Irankly  to  acquit  the  government  of  any  want  of  disposition  to 
punish  the  offense  and  to  mention  the  obstacle  which  he  designated  to 
be  the  imperfection  of  the  statute  law.  I  pray  your  lordship's  permission 
to  cite  the  passage,  which  explains  the  nature  of  the  request  he  made  in 
consequence: 

"I  apply,  therefore,  to  this  government  in  the  present  instance  not  to 
raise  altercations,  or  to  require  satisfaction,  which  the  Oonstitution  of 
the  United  States  has  not,  perhaps,  enabled  them  to  give;  because  I 
know  that  the  supreme  Executive  of  this  nation,  all-powerful  when  sup- 
ported by  law,  is  constitutionally  inactive  when  unsupported  by  it.  What 
I  solicit  of  him  is  the  proposition  to  Congress  of  such  provisions  by  law 
as  will  prevent  such  attempts  for  the  future.    I  am  persuaded  that  my 
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magnanimous  sovereign  wiU  receive  a  more  dignified  satisfaction,  and 
worthier  of  Ms  high  character,  by  the  enactment  of  such  laws  by  the 
United  States,  which,  insuring  the  respect  due  to  his  flag  for  the  future, 
would  show  their  regard  for  his  Majesty,  than  in  the  punishment  of  a 
few  obscure  offenders,  (even  if  attainable)  who,  disowned  as  they  are  by 
the  United  States,  may,  no  doubt,  if  they  take  any  unwarrantable  liberty 
with  the  property  of  his  M^j^^'s  subjects,  meet  the  fate  every  honest 
mind  wishes  to  them^  and  serve  as  examples  and  warnings  to  those  who, 
in  future,  may  feel  piratical  dispositions.  I  rely  on  the  President's  wis- 
dom— and  the  wish  I  am  sure  he  must  feel  of  putting  an  end  to  these 
shameful  practices — ^that  he  will  take  the  proper  measures  to  have  my 
requisition  fulMed." 

This  was  on  the  20th  of  December.  Only  six  days  elapsed  after  the 
reception  of  this  application  when  Mr.  Madison,  then  the  President, 
addressed  a  message  to  both  houses  of  Oongress  in  the  following  words: 

^^It  is  found  that  the  existing  laws  have  not  the  efi&cacy  necessary  to 
prevent  violations  of  the  obligations  of  the  United  States  as  a  nation  at 
peace  toward  belligerent  parties,  and  other  unlawful  acts  on  the  high 
seas,  by  armed  vessels  equipped  within  the  waters  of  the  United  States; 
With  a  view  to  maintain  more  effectually  the  respect  due  to  the  laws,  to 
the  character,  and  to  the  neutral  and  pacific  relations  of  the  United  States, 
I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Oongress  the  expediency  of  such 
further  legislative  provisions  as  may  be  requisite  for  detaining  vessels 
actnaUy  equipped  or  in  course  of  equipment,  with  a  warlike  force,  ^thin 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  or,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  obtain- 
ing from  the  owners  or  commanders  of  such  vessels  adequate  securities 
against  the  abuse  of  their  armaments,  with  the  exceptions  in  snch  pro- 
visions proper  for  the  cases  of  merchant  vessels  furnished  with  the  defen- 
sive armament  usual  on  distant  and  dangerous  expeditions,  and  of  a 
private  commerce  in  military  stores,  permitted  by  our  laws,  and  which 
the  law  of  nations  does  not  require  the  United  States  to  prohibit." 

The  precise  points  which  he  desired  to  have  incorporated  into  a  statute 
are  specified  in  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  chair- 
man of  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Eolations.    They  are  these: 

"Having  communicated  to  you,  verbally,  the  information  asked  for  by 
your  letter  of  the  Ist  instant,  except  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  last  inquiry 
it  contains,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  that  the  provisions  necessary 
to  make  the  laws  effectual  against  fitting  out  armed  vessels  in  our  ports, 
for  the  purpose  of  hostile  cruising,  seem  to  be— 

"1.  That  they  should  be  laid  under  bond  not  to  violate  the  treaties  of 
the  United  States  under  the  law  of  nations,  in  all  cases  where  there  is 
reason  to  susi)ect  such  a  purpose  on  foot,  including  the  cases  of  vessels 
taking  on  board  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  applicable  to  the  equipment 
and  armament  of  such  vessels  subsequent  to  their  departure. 

"2.  To  invest  the  collectors^  or  other  revenue  ofl&cers  where  there  are 
no  collectors,  with  power  to  seize  and  detain  vessels  under  circumstances 
indicating  strong  presumption  of  an  intended  breach  of  the  law — ^the 
detention  to  take,  place  until  the  order  of  the  Executive,  on  a  full  repre- 
sentation of  the  facts  had  thereupon,  can  be  obtained.  The  statute-book 
contains  analogous  powers  to  this  above  suggested."  (See  particularly 
the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  Oongress  of  April  25, 1808.) 

^'The  existing  laws  do  not  go  to  this  extent.  They  do  not  authorize 
the  demand  of  security  in  any  shape,  or  any  interposition  on  the  part  of 
the  magistracy  as  a  preventive  when  there  is  reason  to  suspect  an  inten- 
tion to  commit  the  offense.  They  rest  upon  the  general  footing  of  pun- 
^  iahing  the  offense  merely  where,  if  there  be  full  evidence  of  the  actual 


314  CLAIMS  AGAINST  GREAT  BBTTAm. 

r 

perpetration  of  the  crime,  the  party  is  handed  over,  after  the  trial,  to  the 
penalty  denounced.'' 

Experience,  both  in  America  and  in  this  kingdom,  has  united  to  prove 
that  the  measure  of  restraint  here  pointed  out  is  almost  the  only  effect- 
ive one  which  can  be  resorted  to  in  such  cases.  Had  it  been  found 
possible  to  use  it  here,  I  am  confident  that  a  great  portion  of  the  diffi- 
culties experienced  by  her  Majesty's  government  during  the  late  war 
would  have  been  avoided.  On  the  3d  of  March^  1817,  a  temporary  law 
was  passed  to  meet  the  emergency,  which  was  received  by  the  Portu- 
guese minister  with  the  great^t  satisfaction. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1818,  the  Portuguese  envoy  addressed  a  repre- 
sentation to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  three 
vessels  by  one  of  these  illegal  cruisers.  But  it  should  be  particidarly 
noted  that  these  cases  appear  all  to  have  grown  out  of  depredations 
committed  by  a  single  vessel  which  had  escaped  firom  the  United  States 
previous  to  tiie  date  of  the  enactment  of  the  new  statute.  The  captures 
themselves  took  place  on  the  ocean  at  about  the  time  of  its  passage. 

With  the  aid  of  this  explanation  your  lordship  will  be  better  able  to 
appreciate  the  force  of  the  language  of  Mr.  Adams,  then  the  Scretary  of 
State,  in  his  reply  to  the  Portuguese  minister,  which  you  have  done  me 
the  honor  to  quote  in  your  note.  The  government  had  not  only  literally 
done  all  in  its  power  under  existing  laws  to  prevent  these  violations  of 
neutrality,  but  had,  at  the  request  of  the  envoy  himself,  procured  the 
adoption  oy  Oongress  of  a  new  and  more  stringent  statute.  Surely 
under  such  circumstance  nothing  more  could  reasonably  be  expected 
of  it. 

This  seems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  Portuguese  minister  him- 
self. So  well  satisfied  was  he  with  the  practical  operation  of  this  law  in 
checking  these  enterprises,  that,  at  the  moment  when  it  was  about  to 
expire  by  its  own  limitation  of  two  years,  (on  the  4th  of  February,  1819,) 
he  once  more  came  forth  to  express  his  anxiety  about  losing  it,  and 
addressed  an  urgent  representation  to  the  United  States  government  to 
secure  an  extension  of  the  time.  The  reply  was  to  the  effect  that  it  had 
not  only  been  incorporated  into  a  new  and  improved  form,  but  was 
made  permanent.  This  will  appear  from  the  following  note  from  Mr. 
Adams: 

"  Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  of 
informuig  you  that  the  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March,  1817,  to  which  it 
refers,  was  repealed  by  the  act  of  tie  20th  of  April  last,  entitled  ^  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned,  being  the 
eighth  chapter  of  the  laws  of  the  last  session.'  On  referring  to  this  last- 
mentioned  statute,  which  is  not  of  limited  duration,  you  will  find  that 
the  provisions  of  the  temporary  act  of  3d  March,  1817,  are  re-enacted 
by  it." 

From  all  which  proceedings  it  distinctly  appears  that  although  there 
were  some  violations  of  neutrality  committed  in  defiance  of  every  pre- 
caution, both  before  and  afterwards,  yet  the  position  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  every  complaint  was  an  impregnable  one.  It  has  done 
everything  in  its  power,  not  only  to  execute  existing  laws,  but  to  pro- 
vide more  stringent  and  satisfactory  enactments  to  remedy  the  defects 
of  the  old  ones.  Had  her  Majesty's  government  in  its  wisdom  decided 
to  do  as  much  as  this  in  the  late  war,  I  am  not  sure  that  I  should  have 
been  able  to  resist  the  argument  drawn  from  the  example  your  lordship 
has  cited  in  its  defense.  But  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  remind  you  that, 
so  far  was  this  from  being  the  case^  it  took  diametrically  the  opposite 
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course.  At  an  early  period  my  govermnent,  not  unaware  of  the 
obstacles  that  were  presenting  themselves  to  the  effectiye  application  of 
the  existing  statutes  of  Great  Britain  to  the  offenses  notoriously  com- 
mitted within  this  kingdom,  directed  me  to  call  your  lordship's  attention 
to  the  expediency  of  procuring  for  the  government  more  sti-ingent  pro- 
visions. I  did  then  venture  respectfully  to  propose  to  you  that  some 
steps  should  be  taken  td  obtain  at  least  such  modifications  of  the  exist- 
ing enlistment  act  as  might  tend  to  make  it  a  better  preventive  measure. 
Your  lordship  was  pleased,  in  the  first  instance,  to  respond  favorably, 
at  least  so  far  as  to  make  the  adoption  of  such  amendments  conditional 
upon  corresponding  and  simultaneous  action  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  But  no  sooner  had  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  my  govern- 
ment its  assent  to  a  consideration  of  the  arrangement  and  communicated 
the  result  to  you,  than,  your  lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  recollect,  that 
I  received  for  answer  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  in  the  interval 
reconsidered  its  decision,  and  had  finally  determined  to  rely  upon  the 
existing  statutes  as  quite  effective  to  answer  the  desired  purpose. 

From  this  survey  of  the  two  cases  it  must,  then,  be  obvious  that  the 
parallel  which  your  lordship  has  attempted  is  by  no  means  to  be  regarded 
as  complete,  inasmuch  as  in  the  one  instance  everything  that  was  required 
as  security  by  a  foreign  power  was  actually  done  to  please  it,  while  in 
the  other  everything  required  was  as  positively  declined.  Hence  the 
responsibility  for  the  evil  consequences,  which  was  lifted  by  its  own 
action  from  the  one  party,  seems  to  have  been  entailed  with  renewed 
force,  by  its  refusal  to  act,  upon  the  other. 

Your  lordship  is  pleased  to  observe  that  you  can  never  admit  that  the 
duties  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States  are  to  be  measured  by 
the  losses  which  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  may  have 
sustained ;  to  whiah  I  would  ask  permission  to  reply  that  no  such  rule 
was  ever  desired.  The  true  standard  for  the  measurement  would  seem 
to  be  fi-amed  on  the  basis  of  the  clear  obligations  themsdves,  and  the 
losses  that  spring  from  the  imperfect  performance  of  them.  With  regard 
to  the  observations  of  your  lordship  respecting  the  seizure,  by  her  Mjy- 
^ty's  government,  of  the  two  steam  war  vessels  constructed  by  Mr.  Laird, 
at  Liverpool,  I  have  at  all  times  endeavored  to  bear  my  feeble  testimony 
to  the  earnest  desire  then  manifested  to  put  a  stop  to  that  most  outrageous 
of  all  the  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  violate  the  neutrality  of  this 
kingdom.  At  the  same  time,  however,  since  your  lordship  has  been 
pleased  to  open  that  subject,  it  is  no  more  than  my  duty  to  observe  that 
the  proceeding  does  not  appear  to  have  terminated  as,  in  accordance  with 
her  Majesty's  dignity,  I  am  compelled  to  think  it  should  have  done,  in 
fully  upholding  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  i)ower,  but  rather  in  a  neces- 
sity to  resort  to  an  indirect  mode  of  escaping  the  hazard  of  recourse  to 
the  ordinary  process  of  the  courts  for  the  protection  due  to  a  foreign 
nation.  So  far  as  the  claims  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  ai'e 
concerned,  it  matters  little  by  what  means  the  end  may  have  been 
reached.  At  the  same  time  it  is  impossible  for  it  not  to  have  been  made 
painfully  conscious  in  the  process  that  the  security  of  the  peace  of  the  two 
nations,  from  one  of  the  most  flagrant  violations  of  international  obliga- 
tions ever  attempted,  should  have  been  left  to  hang  upon  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding wholly  foreign  from  the  recognized  and  established  law  of  the 
land. 

The  fact  of  the  extraordinary  decline  of  the  mercantile  navigation  of 
the  United  States  simultaneously  with  a  corresponding  increase  of  that 
of  Great  Britain,  as  shown  in  the  tables  appended  to  my  former  note,  does 
not  appear  to  be  disputed  by  your  lordship.    Nor  yet  the  other  fact  that 
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it  sprang  from  the  transfer  of  vessels  from  the  one  side  to  the  other  by 
reason  of  the  ravages  committed  by  armed  steamers  fitted  out  firom  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  trae  your  lordship  is  pleased  to  avoid  the 
natural  inference  which  I  have  been  compelled  to  draw  from  this  state 
of  things  by  explaining  the  process  in  another  way.  You  are  pleased  to 
affirm  it  is  a  fact  that  ^^  it  has  been  common  to  transfer  American  mer- 
chant ships  without  a  change  of  cargo  or  crew  nominally  to  British  own- 
ers, in  order  to  avoid  the  higher  rates  of  insurance  payable  daring  the 
war.''  But  in  reply  to  this  I  would  remark,  in  the  first  place,  that  even 
if  this  statement  be  correct  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  I  should  at  pres-* 
ent  be  disposed  te  admit,  it  is  nothing  less  than  a  direct  fraud  on  one  of 
the  belligerents,  which  if  it  had  had  native  vigor,  instead  of  being  an 
unthrifty  offshoot  from  a  purely  British  stock,  would  have  furnish^  to 
it  just  ground  for  general  retribution  upon  British  commerce  by  subju- 
gating it  to  the  most  annoying  suspicion  and  severe  examination.  Ajid 
in  the  next,  that  the  very  fact  of  the  admitted  rise  in  the  rates  of  insur- 
ance on  American  ships  only  brings  us  once  more  back  to  look  at  the 
original  cause  of  all  the  trouble,  to  wit :  the  fact  of  the  issue  of  all  the 
depredating  vessels  from  British  ports  with  British  seamen,  and  with,  in 
all  respects  but  the  presence  of  a  few  men  acting  as  officers,  a  purely 
British  character. 

Thus  it  is  that  whatever  may  be  the  line  of  argument  I  pursue,  I  am 
compelled  ever  to  return  to  the  one  conclusion.  The  nation  that  recog- 
nized a  power  as  a  belligerent  before  it  had  built  a  vessel  aqd  became 
itself  the  sole  source  of  all  the  belligerent  character  it  has  ever  possessed 
on  the  ocean,  must  be  regarded  as  responsible  for  all  the  damage  that  has 
.ensued  from  that  cause  to  the  commerce  of  a  power  with  which  it  was 
under  the  most  sacred  of  obligations  to  preserve  amity  and  peace. 

There  remain  a  few  minor  i>oints  in  your  lordship^  note  which  might 
have  elicited  frirther  comments  on  my  part,  but  for  the  consideration  that 
the  positions  taken  in  regard  to  them  by  my  government  have  been 
already  on  a  former  occasion  sufficiently  set  forth.  I  am  therefore  reluc- 
tant, by  further  extending  this  note,  to  run  the  risk  of  trespassing  unne- 
cessarily on  your  lordshii^s  patience.  I  trust  that,  in  performing  the  task 
to  which  my  sense  of  duty  calls  me,  I  shall  not  be  found  to  have  in  any 
degree  transgressed  the  limits  of  amicable  discussion  to  which  it  is  the 
earnest  desire  of  my  government  that  I  should  ever  adhere,  and  which  it 
is  always  my  own  disposition  to  observe. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  c&c,  c&c,  c&c. 


Lord  BvsseU  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  22, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which 
you  addressed  to  me  on  the  20th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  4th,  and 
to  state  to  you  that  the  observations  therein  contained  will  be  duly  con- 
sidered by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

\    EUSSBLL. 

Charles  Franois  Adams,  Esq.,  d^.,  d^.,  c&e. 


r 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  7, 1865,  p.  1.] 

Ko.  1. 

Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Earl  BtMsell. 

Washington,  May  26, 1865. 

My  Lobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  proclamation  open- 
ing to  foreign  trade  the  ports  on  the  seaboard  of  the  United  States, 
*\nth  the  exeei>tion  of  those  in  Texas,  after  the  1st  of  July.    The  delay 
of  a  month  is  required  in  order  to  reorganize  the  customs  establish- 
ments at  the  ports. 

Two  considerations  will  operate  strongly  in  the  restoration  of  unre- 
stricted commerce  with  the  southern  States.  The  rebellion  having  been 
suppressed,  the  North  seeks  for  comx)ensation  for  the  sacrifices  it  has 
made  in  trade  with  those  regions,  and  demands  the  cessation  of  the 
abuses  and  favoritism  which  have  characterized  the  system  of  trading 
under  treasury  permits,  which  was  initiated  during  the  war. 

Moreover,  the  introduction  of  northern  capital  and  energy  will  give 
employment  to  the  southern  people,  who  are  now  starving,  and  it  is 
hoped  will  tend  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  States,  and  thus  pro- 
mote the  restoration  of  tranquillity. 

I  feel  convinced  that  in  a  short  time  all  attempts  to  impose  restric- 
tions on  trade  in  any  shape  will  be  found  impracticable. 

The, South  is  destitute  of  everything,  and  the  government  is  obliged 
to  issue  rations  in  many  places  to  prevent  the  people  from  dying  of 
'  famine. 

In  order  to  induce  the  people  to  resume  cultivation,  and  to  enable 
them  to  provide  for  themselves,  it  is  necessary  that  the  holders  of  cot- 
ton in  the  plantations  should  be  induced  to  bring  it  to  market  by  with- 
drawing the  threat  of  seizure,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  vague  threats 
of  confiscation  of  property  cannot  be  kept  hanging  over  the  heads  of 
the  proprietors  jn  general.  An  amnesty  which  shall  reassure  the  masses 
cannot  be  long  withheld. 

The  clause  in  the  proclamation  stating  that  persons  trading  ^^ith  the 
X)orts  of  the  United  States  in  violation  of  the  laws  will  be  regarded  as 
pirates  is,  to  me,  unintelligible,  nor  can  I  obtain  any  satisfactory  expla- 
nation of  it.  I  think  it  is  inserted  in  terrorem^  as  such  offenses  must  be 
dealt  with  according  to  law,  and  no  tribunal  would  consider  persons 
guilty  of  such  acts  as  guilty  of  piracy. 
I  have,  &c., 

FEEDEEICK  W.  A.  BEUCE. 


[Incloenre.] 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PEOOLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  of  the  eleventh  day 
of  April  last,  certain  ports  of  the  United  States  therein  specified,  which 
had  previously  been  subject  to  blockade,  were,  for  objects  of  pubhc 
safety,  declai*ed,  in  conformity  with  previous  special  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, to  be  closed  against  foreign  commerce  during  the  national  will, 
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to  be  thereafter  expressed  and  made  known  by  the  President;  and 
whereas  events  and  circumstances  have  since  occurred  which,  in  my 
judgment,  render  it  expedient  to  remove  that  restriction,  except  as  to 
the  ports  of  Galveston,  La  Salle,  Brazos  de  Santiago,  (Point  Isabel,) 
and  Browns\ille,  in  the  State  of  Texas: 

Kow,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of 
the  United  States,  do  hereby  declare  that  the  ports  aforesaid  not  ex- 
cepted as  above  shall  be  open  to  foreign  commerce  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  July  next :  that  commercial  intercourse  with  the  said  ports 
may,  from  that  time,  oe  carried  on,  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  United: 
States  and  in  pursuance  of  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary'  of  the  Treasury.  K,  however,  any  vessel  trom  a  foreign 
port  shall  enter  any  of  the  before-named  excepted  ports  in  the  State  of 
Texas,  she  will  continue  to  be  held  liable  to  the  penalties  prescribed  by 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-one,  and  the  persons  on  board  of  her  to  such  penal- 
ties as  may  be  incurred  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  war  for  trading  or 
attempting  to  trade  with  an  enemy. 

And  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby 
declare  and  make  known  that  the  United  States  of  America  do  hence- 
forth disallow  to  all  persons  trading  or  attempting  to  trade  in  any  ports 
of  the  United  States,  in  violation  of  the  laws  thereof,  all  pretense  of 
belligerent  rights  and  privileges ;  and  I  give  notice  that,  from  the  date 
of  this  proclamation,  all  such  ofienders  will  be  held  and  dealt  with  as 
pirates. 

It  is  also  ordered,  that  all  restrictions  upon  trade  heretofore  imposed 
in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  save 
those  relating  to  contraband  of  war,  to  the  reservation  of  the  riglits  of 
the  United  States  to  property  purchased  in  the  territory-  of  an  enemy, 
and  to  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  the  purchases  of  cotton,  are  re- 
moved. All  provisions  of  the  internal  revenue  law  will  be  carried  into 
effect  under  the  preper  officers. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seiil 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  twenty-second  day  of  May,  in 
tlie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty-ninth. 
[L.  s.]  '  ANDKEW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President : 

W.  HuNTEE,  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  10, 1865,  p.  1.] 

No.  1. 
•  Harl  BtLsaell  to  Earl  Cowley, 

FoBEiaN  Office,  May  30,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  Your  excellency  will  have  been  enabled  by  my  telegram 
of  this  morning  to  prepare  M.  Drenyn  de  Lhuys  for  the  communication 
of  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government  as  to  the  course  which,  in  the 
present  posture  of  affairs  in  the  United  States,  may  properly  be  adopted 
by  the  governments  of  England  and  France. 

I  have  now  to  instruct  your  excellency  to  acquaint  the  French  minis- 
ter that  her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that,  after  the  capture 
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of  the  late  president  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and  the  sur- 
render or  dispersion,  with  one  exception,  of  the  armies  hitherto  kept  in 
the  field  by  those  States,  neutral  nations  have  no  alternative  but  to  con- 
sider the  civil  war  as  at  an  end,  and  to  shape  their  course  accordingly. 

It  might,  indeed,  have  been  more  satisfactory  if  the  government  of  the 
United  States  had  already  in  this  condition  of  things  formally  renounced 
the  exercise  as  regards  neutrals  of  the  rights  of  a  belligerent ;  but  the 
delay  of  any  such  renunciation  on  their  part  cannot  be  considered  to 
afford  sufficient  warrant  to  neutral  powers  to  continue  to  admit  a  bellig- 
erent character  in  a  confederation  of  States  which  has  been  actually 
dissolved.  Much  embarrassment  and  complication  in  the  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  neutral  powers  could  not  fail  to  result 
from  the  perseverance  of  the  latter  in  such  a  course,  while  no  advantage 
could  accrue  to  any  party  from  it. 

The  government  of  the  Emperor  will  probably  view  the  matter  in  the 
same  light ;  and  under  this  impression  her  Majesty's  government  desire 
your  excellency  to  propose  that  the  two  governments  should  agree  at 
once  to  adopt  the  following  measures,  namely : 

To  declare,  in  the  first  place,  that,  having  regard  to  the  actual  state 
of  affairs,  each  government  considers  the  war  which  has  lately  pre- 
vailed between  the  United  States  and  the  so-called  Confederate  States 
of  North  America  to  have  ceased  de  facto ^  and  on  that  ground  they  are 
prepared  to  recognize  that  peace  has  been  restored  within  the  whole 
territory  of  which  the  United  States  before  the  commencement  of  the 
civil  war  were  in  undisturbed  x)ossession. 

2.  And  as  a  necessary  consequence  of  such  recognition,  they  mean  to 
send,  without  delay,  orders  to  the  respective  authorities  in  all  ports, 
harbors,  and  waters  belonging  to  each  government,  whether  /in  Europe 
or  beyond  the  seas,  to  refuse  permission  to  any  vessel  of  war  carrying  a 
confederate  flag  to  enter  any  of  the  territorial  waters,  harbors,  or  ports 
of  the  respective  governments.    And 

3.  To  require  any  confederate  vessels  of  war  which  may  have  already 
entered  the  ports  of  the  respective  governments  on  the  faith  of  procla- 
mations of  neutrality  heretofore  issued  by  such  governments,  and  which, 
having  complied  with  the  provisions  of  such  proclamations,  may,  at  the 
time  when  the  new  orders  reach  the  authorities  of  such  ports,  be  actu- 
ally within  the  territorial  waters,  ports,  or  harbors  of  such  governments, 
forthwith  to  depart  therefrom ;  on  the  understanding,  however,  that  on 
the  occasion  of  their  departure  the  rule  heretofore  enforced  in  regard  to 
the  prohibition  of  pursuit  within  twenty-four  hours  by  a  cruiser  of  the 
United  States,  lying  at  the  time  within  any  such  waters,  ports,  or  har- 
bors, shall  then,  and  for  the  last  time,  be  maintained  in  their  favoiK 
Her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  this  last-mentioned  mode 
of  proceeding  in  regard  to  confederate  vessels  of  war  is  required  by  a 
due  regard  for  national  good  faith  and  honor,  and  they  cannot  antici- 
pate any  objection  being  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  when  the  ground  on  which  it  is  adopt^  is  explained 
to  that  government. 

If  the  imperial  government  should  concur  in  the  course  which  I  have 
thus  sketched  out,  her  Majesty's  government  will,  for  themselves, 
instruct  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington  to  make  it  known,  with- 
out delay,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States^  and  will  also  com- 
municate it  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in  London ;  sending,  at 
the  same  time,  instructions  to  all  British  authorities  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  in  those  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  and  i)ossessions 
beyond  the  seas,  to  act  in  conformity  with  it. 
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Bnt  her  Majesty's  government  propose,  in  msiking  this  commonica- 
tion  to  the  government  of  the  FnitcJi  States,  and  to  the  minister  of 
those  States  in  London,  to  add  that  they  have  decided  on  the  measures 
indicated,  under  the  full  x)ersuasion  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will,  on  their  part,  at  once  desist  from  exercising  toward  neutrals 
the  right  of  blockade  and  of  search,  and  detention  of  neutral  vessels  on 
the  high  seas,  which  can  be  lawfully  exercised  by  belligerents  alone,  and 
which  a  power  not  engaged  in  warfare  cannot,  under  the  law  of  nations, 
assume  to  exercise. 

Your  excellency  will  inform  me  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and 
by  telegraph,  whether  the  French  government  concur  in  the  course  thus 
submitted  for  their  consideration :  and  that  no  misapprehension  may 
exist  on  the  part  of  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  as  to  the  exact  purport  of  the 
proposal,  you  will  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  this  dispatch.      ' 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  several  steps  required  for  carrying  it  into 
execution  should  be  taken  without  delay.    But  I  trust  the  French  gov- 
ernment will  be  able  at  once  to  concur  in  the  measures  now  proposed. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 
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No.  2. 
Uarl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Paris,  May  31, 1865. 

I  waited  upon  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  by  appointment  this  afternoon, 
and  after  reading  to  him  your  lordship's  dispatch  of  yesterday's  date, 
proposing  the  withdrawal  of  the  belligerent  rights  hitherto  conceded  by 
Great  Britain  and  France  to  confederate  cruisers,  I  placed  a  copy  of  it 
in  his  hands. 

M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  said  that  having  been  made  aware  of  the  views 
of  her  Majesty's  government  by  the  Prince  de  la  Tour  d'Auvergne,  he 
had  already  expressed  through  that  embassador  his  concurrence  in 
their  proposals,  but  he  had  suggested  the  addition  of  a  further  slight 
concession  to  such  confederate  vessels  as  might  still  find-themselves  in 
French  or  British  ports,  namely,  that  they  might  be  disarmed  and  sold. 

I  asked  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  whether  this  additional  concession  might 
not  give  rise  to  diflBculties  with  the  United  States.  Might  not  the 
United  States  government  state  with  reason  that  the  war  having  been 
•brought  to  an  end  by  the  complete  discomfiture  and  surrender  of  the 
confederates,  all  property  lately  belonging  to  the  latter  reverted  to  the 
United  States  f  It  seemed  to  me  that  the.  power  of  selling  ships  lately 
in  the  confederate  service  must  now  be  vested  in  the  United  States 
government. 

M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  seemed  to  attach  value  to  this  observation. 


[From  Britifih  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  9, 1865,  p.  1.] 

^O.  1. 

Earl  Russell  to  Sir  F.  Bruce, 

Foreign  Opfiob,  June  2, 1861. 

Sir:  I  received,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  your  dispatch  of  the  10th  ultimo, 
inclosing  a  copy,  taken  irom  a  newspaper,  of  a  proclamation  issued  by 
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Hie  President  of  the  United  States  on  that  day,  dedaring,  among  other 
matters,  that  ^'  armed  resistance  to  the  authority  of  this  government," 
namely,  the  government  of  the  United  States,  "may  be  regarded  as  vir- 
tually at  an  end ;  and  the  persons  by  whom  that  resistance,  as  well  as 
the  operations  of  insurgent  cruisers,  were  directed,  are  fugitives  or 
captives." .    ■ 

On  the  day  following  the  receiptof  your  dispatch  intelligence  reached 
this  country  of  the  capture  of  President  Davis  by  the  military  forces  of 
the  United  States 

In  this  state  of  things  her  Majesty's  government  lost  no  time  in  com- 
municating witii  the  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  as  to  the 
course  which  should  be  pursued  by  the  two  governments;  and  while  these 
communications  were  in  progress  I  received  officially  irom  Mr.  Adams, 
on  the  30th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  10th. 

It  would,  indeed,  have  been  more  satisfactory  if  the  government  of 
the  United  States  had  accompanied  the  communication  of  the  President's 
proclamation  with  a  declaration  that  they  formally  renounced  the  exercise 
as  regards  neutrals  of  the  rights  of  a  belligerent;  but  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment considered  that,  in  the  existing  posture  of  affairs,  the  delay  of 
any  formal  renunciation  to  that  effect  did  not  afford  to  neutral  powers 
sufficient  warrant  for  continuing  to  admit  the  possession  of  a  belligerent 
character  by  a  confederation  of  States  which  had  been  actually  dissolved. 
The  late  i)resident  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  has  been  captured, 
and  transported  as  a  prisoner  to  Fort  Monroe ;  the  armies  hitherto  kept 
in  the  field  by  the  Confederate  States  have,  for  the  most  part,  sur- 
rendered or  dispersed ;  and  to  continue  to  recognize  those  States  as  bel- 
ligerents would  not  only  be  inconsistent  with  the  actual  condition  of 
affairs,  but  might  lead  to  much  embarrassment  and  complication  in 
the  relations  between  neutral  powers  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

Her  M^esty's  government  have  accordingly,  after  communication 
with  the  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the  I^ench,  determined  to  con- 
sider the  war  which  has  lately  prevailed  between  the  United  States  and 
the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  j^orth  America  to  have  ceased  de 
facto ;  and,  on  that  ground,  they  recognize  the  re-establishment  of  peace 
within  the  Whole  territory  of  which  the  United  States,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  civil  war,  were  in  undisturbed  possession. 

As  a  necessary  consequence  of  this  recognition,  her  Mjgesty's  govern- 
ment will  forthwith  send  to  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  all  ports,  har- 
bors, and  waters  belonging  to  her  M^gesty,  whether  in  the  United  King- 
dom  or  beyond  the  seas,  orders  henceforth  to  refuse  admission  into  any 
such  i)orts,  harbors,  and  waters,  of  any  vessel  of  war  carrying  a  con- 
federate flag,  and  to  require  any  confederate  vessels  of  war  which,  at 
the  time  that  the  orders  may  be  received  by  her  Majesty's  authorities, 
may  already  have  entered  such  ports,  harbors,  and  waters,  on  the  faith 
of  proclamations  heretofore  issued  by  her  Majesty,  and  which,  having 
complied  with  the  provisions  of  such  proclamations,  may  be  actually 
within  such  ports,  harbors,  and  waters,  forthwith  to  depart  from  the 
same. 

But  in  adopting  this  decision  as  regards  confederate  vessels  of  war 
found  within  British  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  when  the  orders  are 
received  by  her  Majes^'s  authorities,  her  Majesty's  government  consider 
that  a  due  regard  for  national  good  faith  and  honor  requires  that  her 
Majesty's  authorities  should  be  instructed  tiat  any  confederate  vessels 
of  war  so  required  to  depart  should,  on  their  departure,  have  the  benefit 
of  the  prohibition  heretofore  enforced  against  their  being  pursued  within 
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twenty-four  hours  by  a  cruiser  of  the  United  States  lying  at  the  time 
^thin  the  same  port,  harbor,  and  waters,  and  that  such  prohibition 
should  be  then  and  for  the  last  time  maintained  in  favor  of  such  confed- 
erate vessels  of  war. 

Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  anticipate  any  objection  being  made 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  this  reserve,  when  the  ground 
on  which  it  is  adopted  is  explained  to  that  government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  however,  thought  it  right  to  provide 
for  the  contingency  of  the,  commander  of  any  confederate  vessel  of  war 
which  may*be  found  in  any  port,  harbor,  or  waters  of  her  Majesty's  do- 
minions at  the  time  when  these  new  orders  are  received  by  her  Majesty's 
authorities,  or  may  enter  such  i)ort,  harbor,  or  waters  within  a  month 
after  these  new  orders  are  received,  desiring  to  divest  his  vessel  of  her 
warlike  character,  and  to  assume  the  flag  of  any  nation  recognized  by 
her  Majesty's  government  as  in  a  state  of  peace  with  her  Majesty;  and 
in  such  a  case  her  Majesty's  authorities  will  be  authorized  to  allow  the 
commander  of  the  vessel  to  do  so,  and,  after  disarming  her,  to  remain 
without  a  confederate  flag  within  British  waters,  at  his  own  risk  in  all 
respects ;  in  which  case  such  commander  will  be  distinctly  apprised  that 
he  is  to  expect  no  further  protection  from  her  Majesty's  government, 
except  such  as  he  may  be  entitled  to  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  admin- 
istration of  the  law  in  time  of  peace.  The  rule  as  to  twenty-four  hours 
would  not  be  applicable  to  the  case  of  such  vessel. 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  lose  no  time  in  making  known  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  by  communicating  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
a  copy  of  this  dispatch,  the  course  of  action  on  which  her  Majesty's 
government  have  decided,  and  which  they  doubt  not  will  be  agreeable 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  But  in  making  this  communi- 
cation to  the  Secretary  of  State  you  will  add  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  adopted  this  course  under  the  full  persuasion  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will,  on  their  part,  at  once  desist  from  exer- 
cising toward  neutrals  the  rights  of  blockade,  and  of  search  and  deten- 
tion of  neutral  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  which  can  be  lawfully  exercised 
by*belligerents  alone,  and  which  a  power  not  engaged  in  warfare  cannot 
under  the  law  of  nations  assume  to  exercise. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  10, 1865,  p.  2.] 

No.  3. 
Uarl  Russell  to  Earl  Cowley. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  June  2, 1865. 

My  Lobd  :  With  reference  to  the  point  raised  by  you  in  your  conver- 
sation with  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  reported  in  your  dispatch  of  the  31st 
instant,  I  have  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  I  am  advised  by  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown  that  it  is  a  correct  proposition  of  law  that  if,  upon 
the  complete  cessation  of  hostilities,  any  ships  which  at  the  time  of  such, 
cessation  were  the  property  of  the  confederate  government,  and  have 
not  been  lawfdlly  transferred  to  any  other  owner^  are  found  within  her 
Majesty's  territories,  such  ships  may  be  claimed  as  public  property  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  But  every  such  claim,  if  made, 
and  reisisted  by  any  counter-claimant,  must  be  decided  in  the  ordinary 


CLAIMS   AGAINST  GREAT  BRITAIN.  323 

oonrse  of  law  by  the  civil  tribunals.    Each  such  case  may  depend  upon 
mixed  questions  of  law  and  fact,  and  it  is  not  necessary,  nor  would  it  be 
expedient,  for  her  Majesty's  government  in  any  of  their  public  acts  to 
refer  to  the  possible  occurrence  of  questions  of  this  nature. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Hunter, 

[Extract.] 

No.  975.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londorij  June  2, 1865. 

Sm:  Within  a  couple  of  weeks  there  has  been  i  sin^ar  attempt  at  a 
renewal  of  the  panic  in  regard  to  the  designs  of  our  government,  which 
made  the  subject  of  my  dispatches  some  tone  ago. 

A  story  has  been  sedulously  circulated  that  the  change  in  the  presi- 
dency had  been  the  signal  for  a  renewal  of  the  old  demand  for  repara- 
tion for  the  damage  done  by  the  Alabama  and  other  vessels  fitted  out  in 
England,  and  that  ia  a  more  imx)erious  and  absolute  manner.  This  at 
last  assumed  a  distinct  shape  in  the  journal  called  the  Owl,  already 
referred  to  in  former  dispatches  as  reputed  to  be  conducted  by  persons 
who  have  more  or  less  access  to  high  sources  of  authority.  The  article 
was  transferred  without  comment  to  the  columns  of  the  Times  and  other 
leading  journals,  and  thus  gained  credence  in  spite  of  decided  contradic- 
tions which  appeared  in  the  Globe  and  the  News. 

It  should  be  observed  that  this  publication  called  the  Owl  has  devel- 
oped this  season,  much  more  decidedly  than  it  did  last  year,  its  sympa- 
thies with  the  cause  of  the  rebels.  Indeed,  on  more  than  one  occasion 
it  has  betrayed  most  unmistakably  its  sources  of  authority  in  the  state- 
ments made  touching  their  affairs. 

I  have  received  intimations,  but  not  founded  on  any  authority  I  can 
rely  on,  that  there  are  some  secret  affiliations  ia  that  journal  mthr  the 
power  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  fact  is 
certain  that  the  announcement  to  which  I  have  referred  was  made  the 
basis  of  a  proposal  for  an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  between  the 
two  nations  of  Finance  and  Great  Britain  against  the  United  States. 

You  may  perhaps  recoUect  that  in  a  former  dispatch  (No.  879,  of  the 
16th  of  February)  I  distinctly  referred  to  such  a  project  as  awong  the 
schemes  agitated  by  the  rebel  agents  and  their  Mends  on  this  side  of 
the  water. 

The  matter  excited  so  much  attention,  and  stirred  the  very  sensitive 
stock  market  so  seriously,  as  to  give  rise  to  a  movement  in  the  House  of 
Commons  intended  to  quiet  it.  But,  rather  unfortunately.  Lord  Pal- 
merston,  in  answering  an  inquiry  proposed  by  Sir  John  Walsh,  on  the 
26th  ultimo,  gave  a  response  so  ambiguously  couched  as  rather  to  increase 
than  to  diminish  the  credit  given  to  the  rumor. 

The  same  thing  happened  again  on  Tuesday  evening,  as  will  appear 
by  the  report  of  what  was  said,  in  the  copy  of  the  London  Times  of 
Wednesday,  which  t  now  transmit.  Very  fortunately,  however,  Mr.  W. 
E,  Forster,  not  satisfied  with  the  state  in  which  the  matter  was  left  by 
Lord  Palmerston,  persevered  with  another  adroit  inquiry,  addressed  to 
Mr.  Layard,  the  under-secretary  of  the  Foreign  Office.  And  this  pro- 
duced a  plain  and  straightforward  answer,  which  covered  all  the  points 
in  the  case. 
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I  shall  not  undertake  to  decide  as  to  the  causes  which  led  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  thus  twice  over  to  evade  making  a  rectificaLtion  of  this  story.  *  * 
Unquestionably,  the  only  foundation  for  tiie  report  is  to  be  had  in  the 
fact  of  the  presentation  of  my  successive  notes  to  Lord  Russell  of  the 
7th  of  April  and  the  20th  of  Ma;,  the  first  of  which  was  presented  some 
time  before  the  death  of  the  late  President,  and  the  second  was  called 
forth  only  by  a  necessity  imposed  by  the  excursive  nature  of  his  lord- 
ship's reply.  Catching  somehow  or  other  at  the  knowledge  of  the  exist- 
ence of  these  notes,  it  has  been  thought  worth  while  by  somebody  to 
make  that  fact  the  basis  of  an  alarm  which  might  tolerate  the  otherwise 
unwelcome  suggestion  of  an  alliance  with  France,  as  against  the  United 
States. 

If  I  am  right  in  my  statement,  it  is  not^  perhaps,  unfair  to  infer  here 
the  presence  of  three  threads  of  influence  combined  in  one  cord  of 
intrigue:  The  first,  that  of  the  indefatigable  rebel  emissaries;  the  sec- 
ond, that  of  French-Mexicanism  under  imperial  shelter;  the  third,  that 
of  aristocratic  British  sympathy  with  the  rebellion. 

I  shall  probably  have  occasion  for  some  time  to  come  to  notice  and 
exx)ose  similar  schemes.  Whilst  but  little  disposed  to  attach  importance 
to  them,  or  to  believe  in  any  chances  of  their  success,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  continue  to  transmit  to  you  the  information,  in  order  that  you  may  be 
placed  on  your  guard  and  hold  in  your  hands  at  all  times  the  means  of 
counteracting  the  false  impressions  attempted  here  by  such  devices. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix  Xo.  24.] 
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No.  2. 
iSir  J.  Crampton  to  Earl  Russell, 

Madbid,  June  6, 1866. 

My  Lord  :  With  reference  to  my  dispatch  of  yesterdp^y's  date,  inform- 
ing your  lordship  that  I  had  communicated  to  tiie  Spanish  government 
the  decision  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  consider  the  war  in  Korth 
America  at  an  end,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  extract  firom  the 
Madrid  Gazette,  with  translation,  containing  a  royal  decree  abrogating 
the  royal  decree  of  the  17th  of  June,  1861,  by  which  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  were  recognized  as  belligerents. 
I  have,  &c« 

JOHN  F.  OEAMPTOK 


[Translatioii.] 

Ministry  of  State. 

BOYAL  DEORSS. 

The  war  between  the  States  of  the  North,  and  those  of  the  South  in 
the  republic  of  the  United  States  having  terminated,  and  the  ciroum- 
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stances  having,  consequently  on  the  establishment  of  peace,  ceased  to 
exist  which  suggested  the  measures  contained  in  my  royal  decree  of 
the  17th  of  June,  1861,  referring  to  the  neutrality  of  Spain  in  the  afore- 
said war,  I  have  decreed  as  follows : 

Single  article.    My  royal  decree  of  the  17th  of  June,  1861,  is  abro- 
gated. 

Oiven  at  Aranjuez,  June  4, 1865. 

(Signed)  EEGIA  UASTJ. 

Countersigned :  Antonio  Benavides, 

Minister  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Ko.  983.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  June  8, 1863. 

Sm :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Gazette  of  the  6th,  con- 
taining Lord  Kussell's  note  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty, 
of  the  2d  instant,  announcing  the  withdrawal  of  the  recognition  of  belli- 
gerency. This  is  in  accordance  with  the  report  of  it,  which  I  gave  in 
my  No.  977,  of  2d  of  June,  detailing  the  substance  of  my  conversation 
with  his  loniship  on  that  d.ay.  This  course  appears  to  have  been  con- 
currently adopted  by  the  French  government. 

Thus  is  at  last  removed  the  grave  cause  of  remonstrance  commenced 
on  the  day  of  my  very  first  coi3erence  with  his  lordship,  in  May,  1861, 
and  persevered  in  at  orief  intervals,  through  the  intervening  period  of 
four  years.  Precipitate  and  extraordinary  as  was  the  original  act,  the 
same  characteristic  has  not  attended  the  withdrawal.  Possibly,  even  at 
this  late  moment,  absolute  consistency  might  have  demanded  a  little 
further  delay  on  account  of  the  declared  blockade  yet  continued  on  the 
coast  of  Texas.  But  inasmuch  as  the  dates  give  the  strongest  reasons 
for  believing  that  the  original  step  was  determined  upon  even  prior  to 
the  first  declaration  of  blockade,  which  has  since  been  assigned  as  the 
justifying  cause,  the  inconsistency  is  not  more  marked  at  the  end  than  it 
was  at  the  outset. 

Inasmuch  as  the  discussion  of  the  claims  for  reparation  occasioned  by 
the  war  has  now  been  pretty  much  exhausted  on  both  sides,  it  may  be 
reasonably  expected  that  the  labors  of  this  legation  will  henceforth  be 
considerably  lightened.  Upon  this  result  I  congratulate  the  department, 
upon  which,  of  course,  the  whole  of  the  direction,  involving  a  greater 
share  of  work,  necessarily  devolves.  Hereafter  it  would  seem  as  if.  at 
least  on  this  side,  little  beyond  ordinary  discretion  will  be  requirea  to 
continue  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  on  a  tolerably  satisfac- 
tory footing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FBANCig  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  Hunteb, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1865.  p.  1.] 
Earl  Bfusell  to  the  Lords  CommiwUmere  of  the  Admiralty* 

Foreign  Office,  June  2, 1865.  * 

My  Lords  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  your  lordships  that,  since  the 
date  of  my  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo,  intelligence  has  reached  this  country 
tiiat  the  late  President  of  the  so-caJled  Confederate  States  has  been  cap- 
tured by  the  militany  forces  of  the  United  States,  and  has  been  trans- 
ported as  a  prisoner  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  that  the  armies  hitherto  kept 
in  the  field  by  the  Confederate  States  have  for  the  most  part  surrendered 
or  dispersed. 

In  this  posture  of  affairs  her  Msyesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that 
neutral  nations  cannot  but  consider  the  civil  war  in  Korth  America  as  at 
an  end. 

I^  conformity  with  this  opinion,  her  Majesty's  government  recognize 
that  peace  has  been  restored  witnin  the  whole  territoiy  of  which  the 
United  States  of  North  America  before  the  commencement  of  the  ci\il 
war  were  in  undisturbed  possession. 

As  a  necessary  consequence  of  such  recognition  on  the  part  of  her 
Mjgesty's  government,  her  Mj^esty's  several  authorities  in  all  ports,  har- 
bors, and  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  whether  in  the  United  King- 
dom or  beyond  the  seas,  must  henceforth  refiise  permission  to  any  vessel 
of  war  carrying  a  confederate  flag  to  enter  any  such  ports,  harbors,  and 
waters;  and  must  require  any  confederate  vessels  of  war  which,  at  the 
time  when  these  orders  reach  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  such  ports, 
harbors,  and  waters,  may  have  already  entered  therein  on  the  faith  of 
proclamations  heretofore  issued  by  her  Majesty^  and  which,  having 
complied  with  the  provisions  of  such  proclamations,  may  be  actually 
within  such  ports,  harbors,  and  w^aters,  forthwith  to  depart  from  them. 

But  her  Majesty's  government  consider  that  a  due  regard  for  national 
good  faith  and  honor  requires  that  her  Majesty's  authorities  should  be 
instructed,  as  regards  any  such  confederate  vessel  so  departing,  that  they 
should  have  the  benefit  of  the  prohibition  heretofore  enforced  against 
pursuit  of  them  within  twenty-four  hours  by  a  cruiser  of  the  United 
States  lying  at  the  time  within  any  such  ports,  harbors,  aad  waters,  and 
that  such  prohibition  should  be  then  and  for  the  last  time  maintained  in 
their  favor. 

If,  however,  the  commander  of  any  confederate  vessel  of  war  whihc 
may  be  found  in  any  port,  harbor,  or  waters  of  her  Majesty's  dominions 
at  the  time  these  new  orders  are  received  by  her  Majesty's  authorities, 
or  may  enter  such  ports,  harbors,  or  waters  within  a  month  after  these 
new  orders  are  received,  should  wish  to  divest  his  vessel  of  her  warlike 
character,  and,  after  disarming  her.  to  remain  without  a  confederate  flag 
wdthin  British  waters,  her  Majesty's  authorities  may  allow  the  comman- 
der of  such  vessel  to  do  so  at  his  own  risk  in  all  respects,  in  which  case 
he  should  be  distinctly  ai)prised  that  he  is  to  expect  no  fiirther  protection 
from  her  Majesty's  government,  except  such  as  he  may  be  entitled  to  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  the  administration  of  the  law  in  time  of  peace. 

The  inile  as  to  twenty-four  hours  would,  of  course,  not  be  applicable*  to 
the  case  of  such  vessel. 

I  have  addressed  a  similar  letter  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home, 
•colonial,  India,  and  war  offices,  and  also  to  the  lords  commissioners  of 
her  JVIajesty's  treasury,  requesting  them,  as  I  do  your  lordships,  to  issue 

\  ~~ 

*  Similar  letters  were  addressed  to  the  Home  Office,  Colonial  Office,  War  Office, 
Treasury,  and  India  Office. 


^  CLAIMS  AGAINST  GBEAT  BBITAIN.  327 

instructions  in  conformity  with  the  decision  of  her  Migesl^'s  government 
to  the  several  British  authorities  at  home  or  abroad  who  may  be  called 
upon  to  act  in  the  matter. 
I  am.  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


[From  Britdflh  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1866,  p.  3.] 

No.  3. 

Uarl  Cowley  to  Earl  Russell. 

Pabis,  June  13,  1865. 

My  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  extracted  from  the 
Moniteur  of  this  day,  a  circular  addressed  by  the  minister  of  marine  to 
the  maritime  pr^fets,  &c.,  stating  that  the  imperial  government  will  no 
longer  recognize  belligerents  in  North  America,  and  that  confederate 
ships  cannot  be  allowed  in  French  ports. 
I  have,  &c., 

COWLEY. 


[Inclosnre.] 

Extract  from  the  Moniteur  of  June  13, 1865. 

[Translation.] 

The  minister  for  marine  and  the  colonies  has  addressed  the  following 
circnlar,  dated  the  5th  of  this  month,  to  the  maritime  prefects,  nav^ 
commanders,  and  governors  of  the  colonies : 

"  Pabis,  June  5, 1865. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Li  proclaiming  by  their  declaration  of  the  10th  of  June, 
1861,  the  rules  of  neutrality  whjch  they  intended  to  observe  between  the 
belligerents  of  the  different  States  of  North  America,  the  Emperor's 
government  recognized  a  pre-existing  fact;  that  is  to  say,  the  conflict 
established  between  two  portions  of  Sie  territory  of  the  United  States, 
a  conflict  in  which  the  laws  of  war  were  observed  on  one  side  as  well  as 
on  the  other,  both  as  regards  the  treatment  and  exchange  of  prisoners, 
as  well  as  the  rights  to  be  put  in  force  as  regards  neutral  flags. 

"  At  present,  after  the  events  which  have  taken  place,  the  situation 
of  aflairs  is  completely  altered.  The  minister  for  the  United  States  at 
the  Emperor's  court  has  announced  that  the  cabinet  of  Washington 
considered  the  war  as  having  ceased,  and  that  it  abandoned  all  preten- 
sion to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  search  against  neutrals,  as  it  has 
been  employed  during  the  war. 

\^  In  this  state  of  affairs  the  Emperor's  government  do  not  consider 
that  they  ought  any  longer  to  recognize  the  States  of  North  America 
as  belligerent. 

"  In  consequence,  vessels  presenting  themselves  as  confederate  ves- 
sels can  no  longer  be  received  in  the  i)orts  of  the  continent  nor  of  the 
colonies,  nor  in  the  territorial  waters  of  the  empire,  and  the  confederate 
flag  cannot  be  any  longer  displayed  in  our  ports. 

^^  As  regards  those  vessels  which  may  be  in  our  ports  when  the  pres- 
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ent  dispatch  reached  you,  they  mtist  depart ;  but  yon  wfll  canse  to  be 
observed,  for  the  la«t  time  in  their  behalf,  the  rule  laid  down  in  my  cir- 
cular of  the  6th  of  February,  1864,  and  by  the  terms  of  which  an  int^-^ 
val  of  at  least  twenty-four  hours  must  be  observed  between  the  depart- 
ure of  any  vessel  of  war  of  one  of  the  belligerents  and  the  subsequent 
departure  of  any  vessel  of  war  of  the  other  belligerent. 
"  Accept,  &c. 

"  P.  OB  OHASSBLOUP-liATTBAT, 
"  The  Minister  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Navy  and  Colonies.^ 


[From  Biitiah  Blue  Book,  <'  North  America,"  No.  7, 1865,  p.  2.] 

No.  2. 

Ea/rl  BusseU  to  Sir  F.  Bruee. 

FOEEiai^  Office,  June  16, 1865. 

Snt :  The  clause  in  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  22d  of  May 
which  threatens  certain  offenders  as  pirates,  and  which  you  justly 
describe  in  your  dispatch  of  the  26th  ultimo  as  unintelligible,  seems  to 
have  arisen  from  a  concision  of  two  very  separate  offenses. 

The  one  would  be  the  offesne  of  attempting  to  trade,  to  carry  manu- 
factures or  provisions,  for  instance,  into  such  ports  as  Charleston, 
Mobile,  or  Wilmington,  ports  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States. 
This  would  be  an  offetise  of  violating  laws  and  regulations  of  the  nature 
of  ^custom-house  regulations,  and  punishable  as  such. 

The  other  would  be  the  offense  of  attempting  by  armed  vessels,  such 
as  the  Stonewall,  to  break  into  the  ports  of  Galveston  and  Brownsville, 
then  in  the  possession  of  ihe  confederates,  with  a  view  of  aiding  them 
in  their  insurrection. 

This  would  be  an  offense  against  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States^ 
and,  the  state  of  war  having  ceased,  would  amount  to  the  crime  of  high 
treason. 

^Neither  offense  could  constitute  piracy,  which  is  a  crime  against  all 
mankind. 

But  as,  since  the  date  of  the  proclamation,  Galveston  and  the  other 
ports  excepted  have  been  reduced  within  the  obedience  of  the  United 
States,  it  will  probably  not  be  necessary  that  you  should  point  out  this 
error  in  the  proclamation  of  tiie  22d  of  May. 

You  will  take  care,  however,  to  attend  to  any  case  in  which  a  British 
subject  may  be  wrongfully  detained  in  prison,  after  the  more  recent 
proclamations  of  the  President,  of  which  I  have  not,  however,  received 
from  you  official  copies. 
I  am,  &c 

EU8SELL. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  NoriOi  America,"  No.  9,  p.  3.] 

No.  2. 

Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Earl  BusseU. 

Washington,  June  19, 1866. 

My  Lord  :  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your 
lordship's  dispatch  of  tiie  2d  instant,  I  left  a  copy  of  that  dispatch  with 


CULnifl  AGAIKST  QBSAT  B&ITIIK.  329 

Mr.  HimteT,  acting  Secretaiy  of  State,  and  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose 
a  copy  of  Mr.  Seward's  reply  just  receiyed. 
I  have^  &C. 

FEBDBBICK  W.  A,  BEUCB, 


[Inokxare.] 
Mr.  8&ward  to  Sir  F.  Bruee, 

DfiPABTMENT  OF  STATE, 

WaMngtm^Junel^^W6&. 

Sm :  Dne  considcrration  has  been  given  to  a  dispatch  which  Bail  Bns* 
sell  addressed  to  you  on  the  2d  of  June  instant,  and  of  which,  on  the 
14th  instant,  you  were  so  kind  as  to  leave  a  copy  at  this  department.  The 
President  is  gratified  by  the  information  which  that  paper  contains,  to 
the  efifect  that  h^  Majesty's  government  have  determined  to  consider 
the  w»r  which  has  lately  prev^ed  between  the  United  States  and  the 
insurgents  of  this  country  to  have  ceased  defactOj  and  that  her  Majesty's 
government  now  recognize  the  re-establishment  of  peace  within  the 
whole  territory  of  which  the  United  States  were  in  undisturbed  posses- 
Slbn  at  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war. 

The  President  is  idso  gratified  to  learn  from  Barl  Bussell's  dispatch 
that  her  Majesty's  government  will  forthwith  send  to  her  Majesty's  au- 
thorities in  all  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  belonging  to  her  M^yesty, 
whether  within  the  United  Kingdom  or  beyond  the  seas,  orders 
henceforth  to  refuse  admission  into  any  such  ports,  harbors,  and  waters 
of  any  vessel  of  war  carrying  the  insurgent  flag,  and  to  require  any  in* 
surgent  vessels  of  war,  which,  after  the  time  that  the  orders  may  be 
received  by  her  Majesty's  authorities,  may  have  already  entered  such 

e>rts,  and  which  having  complied  with  the  previous  proclamations  of  the 
ritish  government,  may  be  actually  within  such  ports,  harbors,  and 
waters,  forthwith  to  depart  from  the  same. 

It  is  with  regret,  however^  that  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Barl  Bus- 
sell's  dispatch  is  accompamed  by  some  reservations  and  explanations 
which  are  deemed  unacceptable  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  United  States  do  not  admit  what 
they  have  heretofore  constantly  controverted,  that  the  original  conces- 
sion of  belligerent  privileges  to  the  rebels  by  Great  Britain  was  eitlier 
necessary  or  just,  or  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations. 

The  correspondence  which  took  place  between  this  government  and 
that  of  her  Majesty  at  an  early  stage  of  the  insurrection  show  that  the 
United  States  deemed  the  formation  of  a  mutual  engagement  by  Oreat 
Britain  with  France,  that  those  two  powers  would  act  m  concert  in  regard 
to  the  said  insurrection  to  be  an  unfriendly  proceeding,  and  that  the 
United  States  therefore  declined  to  receive  from  either  or  those  powers 
any  communication  which  avowed  the  existence  of  such  an  arrange* 
ment.  I  have  therefore  now  to  regret  that  Barl  BusseU  has  thought  it 
necessary  to  inform  this  government  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  found  it  expedient  to  consult  with  the  government  of  France  upon 
the  question  whether  her  Majesty's  government  will  now  recognize  the 
restoration  of  peace  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  a  farther  source  of  regret  that  her  Majesty's  government  avow 
that  they  will  still  continue  to  consider  that  any  United  States  cruiser, 
which  shall  hereafter  be  lying  in  a  British  port,  harbor,  or  waters,  shall 
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be  detained  twenty-four  hours,  so  as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  an  in- 
surgent vessel,  then  actually  being  within  the  said  port,  harbor,  or 
waters,  to  gain  tiie  advantage  of  the  same  time  for  her  departure  m>m 
the  same  port,  harbor,  or  waters. 

It  is  fcu1;her  source  of  regret  that  her  Majesty's  government  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  make  the  additional  reservation  in  favor  of  insur- 
gent vessels  of  war,  that  for  the  period  of  a  whole  month  which  shall 
elapse  after  the  new  orders  now  to  be  issued  by  her  M^esty's  govern- 
ment shall  have  been  received  by  the  said  authorities,  any  insurgent 
vessel  which  may  be  found  in  or  which  may  enter  any  port,  harbor,  or 
waters  of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  and  which  may  desire  to  divest  itself 
of  its  warlike  character,  and  to  assume  the  flag  of  any  nation  recognized 
by  her  Majesty's  government  with  which  her  Msgesty  is  at  peaee,  will 
be  allowed  to  do  so;  and  fhrther,  that  such  vessels  after  disarming  them- 
selves will  be  permitted  to  remain  in  such  x>ort,  harbor,  or  waters  with- 
out an  insurgent  flag,  although  the  twenty-four  hours'  rule  will  not  be 
applicable  to  the  cases  of  such  vessels.  Far  from  being  able  to  admit 
the  legality  or  justice  of  the  instructions  thus  made^  it  is  my  duty  to 
inform  your  excellency  that,  in  the  flrst  place,  the  Umted  States  cannot 
assent  to  an  abridgment  of  reciprocal  hospitalities  between  the  public 
vessels  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Great  Britain.  So  long  as  her 
Majesty's  government  shall  insist  ux)on  enforcing  the  twenty-four  hours' 
rule  before  mentioned,  of  which  the  United  States  have  so  long  and,  as 
they  think,  so  justly  complained,  the  United  States  must  apply  the  same 
rule  to  public  vessels  of  Great  Britain. 

Again  it  is  my  duty  further  to  state,  that  the  United  States  cannot 
admit,  and  on  the  contrary  they  controvert  and  protest  against,  the 
decision  of  the  British  government,  which  would  jdlow  vessels  of  war 
of  insurgents  or  pirates  to  enter  or  to  leave  British  ports,  whether  for 
disarmament  or  otherwise,  or  for  assuming  a  foreign  flag  or  otherwise. 
As  to  all  insurgent  or  piratical  vessels  found  in  poi^,  harbors,  or  waters 
of  British  dominions,  whether  they  entered  into  such  ports,  harbors,  or 
waters  before  or  after  any  new  orders  of  her  M^esty's  government 
may  be  received  by  any  authority  of  her  Majesty's  government  estab- 
lished there,  this  government  maintains  and  insists .  that  such  vessds 
are  forfeited  to  and  ought  to  be  delivered  to  the  United  States  ui)on 
reasonable  application  in  such  cases  made,  and  that  if  captured  at  sea 
under  whatsoever  flag  by  a  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  such  cap- 
ture will  be  lawftd. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  exceptions  and  reservations  which 
have  been  made  by  her  Majesty's  government,  and  which  have  been 
herein  considered,  the  United  States  accept  with  pleasure  the  declara- 
tion by  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  withdrawn  their  former 
concession  of  a  belligerent  character  to  the  insurgents,  and  this  govern- 
ment further  fireely  admits  that  the  normal  relations  between  the  two 
countries  being  practically  restored  to  the  condition  in  which  they  stood 
before  the  civil  war,  the  right  to  search  British  vessels  has  come  to  an 
end  by  an  arrangement  satisfactory  in  every  material  respect  between 
the  two  nations. 

It  will  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  this  government  to  know  that  her 
Majesty's  government  have  considered  the  views  herein  presented  in  a 
spirit  favorable  to  the  establishment  of  a  lasting  and  intimate  friendship 
between  the  two  nations. 
I  have,  &c., 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 
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Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  1464.]  Department  of  State, 

June  26, 1865. 

Sm:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  informatioii,  and  that  of  the  govern- 
ment to  which  you  are  accredited,  two  copies  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation of  the  23d  instant  relative  to  the  blockade. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  the  proclamations  of  the  President  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twenty-seventh  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one,  a  blockade  of 
certain  i)orts  of  the  United  States  was  set  on  foot  5  but,  whereas  the  rea- 
sons for  that  measure  have  ceased  to  exist : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of 
the  United  States,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  the  blockade  afore- 
said to  be  rescinded  as  to  all  the  ports  ^foresaid,  including  that  of  Gal- 
veston and  other  ports  west  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  which  ports  will  be 
open  to  foreign  commerce  on  the  first  of  July  next,  on  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions set  forth  in  my  proclamation  of  the  twenty-second  of  May  la«t. 

It  is  to  be  understood,  however,  that  the  blockade  thus  rescinded  was 
an  international  measure  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  sovereign 
rights  of  the  United  States.  The  greater  'or  less  subversion  of  ci^il 
authority  in  the  region  to  which  it  applied,  and  the  impracticability  of 
at  once  restoring  that  in  due  efficiency,  may,  for  a  season,  make  it  advi- 
sable to  employ  the  army  and  navy  of  the  ITnited  States  towards  carry- 
ing the  laws  into  effect  wherever  such  employment  may  be  necessary. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused,  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  twenty-third  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five, 
[seal.]  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the 
eighty-ninth. 

ANDEEW  JOmrSON. 

By  the  President : 

W.  Hunter,  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  10, 1865,  p.  3.] 

No.  4.      . 

Earl  BusseU  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  July  1, 1865. 

Sm;  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  had 
imder  their  consideration,  in  commnnication  with  the  proper  law  advisers 
of  the  Crown,  a  printed  copy  of  the  proceedings  in  the  prize  court  in  the 
case  of  the  Etta,  or  Betribution,  which  has  been  forwarded  to  this  office 
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by  her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York^  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that, 
although  this  is  a  case  of  first  impression,  her  Majesty's  government  are 
of  opinion  that,  upon  the  prin<dples  of  maritime  international  law  appli- 
cable to  such  a  case,  the  vessel  was  lawfiilly  and  rightly  condemned. 

This  opinion,  of  coarse,  involves  the  assent  of  her  Majesty's  govwn- 
ment  to  the  very  important  i)08ition  of  law  that  the  ship  of  an^enemy 
which  has  been  a  commissioned  ship  of  war  cannot,  daring  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  be  relieved  from  the  risk  of  capture  and  condemnation 
in  the  prize  court  of  the  other  belligerent  by  any  sale  or  transfer  to  a 
neutral,  although  such  neutral  may  purchase  her  with  the  b(ma  fide 
intention  of  usiug  her  for  his  own  benefit  in  lawful  commerce,  and  may, 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  divest  her  of  her  warlike  character,  and  con- 
vert her  into  and  uAe  her  as  a  merchant  vesseL 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


[From  Britiah  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  10, 1865,  p.  3.] 

No.  5. 

JEarl  Bii88€ll  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

FoEBXGN  Office,  July  6, 1865. 

Sm :  I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Queen  your  dispatch  of  the 
19th  of  June,  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Seward's  note  on  the  subject  of  the  ces- 
sation of  belligerent  rights. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  sorry  to  find  that  the  reservations  and 
explanations  which  accompanied  the  orders  of  the  2d  of  June  are  deemed 
unacceptable  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  did  not  expect,  indeed,  that  the  United 
States,  after  the  course  they  have  hitherto  taken,  would  now  acknowledge 
that  the  original  concession  of  belligerent  rights  was  either  necessary  or 
just,  or  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations.  ^ 

Her  Majesty's  government,  however,  having,  in  common  with  all  the 
maritime  powers  of  Europe,  acknowledged  the  belligerent  rights  of  block- 
ade on  the  part  of  th^  United  States,  and  having  recognized  the  exist- 
ence of  a  belligerent  against  whom  that  right  was  exercised  in  conform- 
ity, as  they  are  convinced,  with  the  law  of  nations  and  the  practice  of 
centuries,  could  not  be  expected  on  their  part  to  shrink  from  the  conse- 
quences of  the  course  they  had  deliberately  adopted.  Her  Majesty's 
government,  therefore,  considered  that  a  due  regard  for  national  Mth 
and  honor  required  that  any  confederate  vessel  of  war  called  upon  to 
depart  from  her  M^esty's  ports,  harbors,  or  waters,  should  have  the 
benefit  of  the  twenty-four  hours  rule.  But  you  will  observe  to  Mr. 
Seward  that  this  rule  is  then  to  be  enforced  for  the  last  time. 

Consequently,  no  confederate  vessel  of  war,  taking  advantage  of  this 
rule^  could  ever  again  have  the  benefit  of  it. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  in  a  like  spirit,  allowed  that  vessels 
lying  in  her  Majesty's  harbors  or  waters,  or  which,  during  the  8pai!ie  of 
a  month,  shall  come  into  these  harbors  or  waters^  shall  be  permitted  to 
disarm  and  assume  a  peaceflil  character.  Otherwise  vessels  at  sea,  igno- 
rant of  the  termination  of  the  war,  might  be  driven  without  coaUtor 
saiLs  to  perish  on  the  neighboring  rooks,  or  to  founder  at  sea.  Such 
inhospitaJity  would  not  become  the  character  of  the  nation  for  good  fidth 
and  honor,  or  for  humanity. 
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But  yon  will  observe  tiiat  her  Majesty's  government  have  instructed 
their  authorities  in  distant  ports  distinctly  to  apprise  the  commander  of 
any  such  confederate  vessel  that  he  is  to  expect  no  further  protection 
from  her  Majesty's  government,  except  such  as  he  may  be  entitled  to  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  the  administration  of  the  law  in  time  of  i)ea€e. 
The  twenty-four  hours  rule  would  not  be  applicable  to  such  case. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  will,  therefore,  be  entitled  to 
maintain  that  such  vessels  are  forfeited,  and  ought  to  be  delivered  to 
the  United  States  upon  reasonable  application  in  such  cases  made.  Only 
8uch  application  must  be  made  good  in  a  British  court  of  law  if  the  ves- 
sel is  found  in  British  waters. 

In  the  case  of  a  vessel  captured  at  sea  by  a  naval  force  of  the  United 
States,  under  whatever  flag,  the  claim  ought  to  be  made  good  in  a  court 
of  law  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  will  further  illustrate  their  views  on  this 
head  by  the  inclosures  to  this  dispatch.* 

Part  of  these  inclosures  consist  of  dispatehes  to  and  from  Paris.  Her 
Majesty's  government  never  can  admit  that,  in  presence  of  a  great  war 
which  interrupted  and  destroyed  a  friendly  and  useful  commerce  extend- 
ing along  three  thousand  miles  of  the  American  coast — a  war  reducing 
great  numbers  of  industrious  families  of  both  nations  to  poverty,  and 
afflicting  a  whole  continent — ^the  governments  of  England  and  France 
should  not,  as  far  as  possible,  act  in  concert,  in  pursuance  not  of  any 
formal  engagement,  but  of  a  mutual  understanding. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  however,  are  grat^ed  to  find  that  the 
United  States  no  longer  claim  the  belligerent  right  to  search  British 
vessels,  and  that  the  normal  relations  of  the  tWo  countries  are  practically 
returned  to  the  condition  in  which  they  stood  before  the  civil  war. 

Her  Majesty's  government  trust  that  these  explanations,  founded  ui)on 
views  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  maintained  in  a  sx)irit  of 
just  neutrality,  will  prove  to  be  favorable  to  the  establishment  of  a  last- 
ing and  intimate  friendship  between  the  two  nations, 
I  am,  &c., 

KUSSELL, 


PORT  REGULATIONS. 

[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  1862, No.  1,  p.  35.] 

No.  42. 
Lard  Lyons  to  Lord  J.  BusselL 

Washington,  May  11, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  telegraphic 
intelligence  has  reached  this  place  that  the  southern  congiess  has 
declared  war  against  the  United  States,  and  authorized  the  issue  of  let- 
ters of  marque.  I  have  not,  however,  learned  that  any  letters  of  marque 
have  yet  been  actually  issued. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  on  the  subject, 
which  I  have  addressed  to  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS, 

*  See  No6. 1,  2,  3,  and  4,  from  Britiah  Blae  Bock,  <<  North  America,''  No.  10, 1865,  tmsbB. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Lord  I/jf(ms  to  Bear-Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne. 

Washington,  May  10, 1861. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  dispatcb  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  telegraphic  intelligence  has  reached  this  place 
that  the  congress  sitting  at  Montgomery,  in  Alabama,  has  declared  war 
against  the  United  States,  and  has  authorized  the  de  facto  executive  gov- 
ernment of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  to  issue  letters  of  marque. 
I  have  not,  however,  learned  that  any  letters  of  marque  have  as  yet  been 
actually  issued. 

Considerable  alarm  has,  you  are  aware,  been  expressed  to  me  by  some 
of  her  Majesty's  consuls,  as  well  as  by  merchants  and  otliers,  lest  these 
privateers  sliould  be  in  fact  little  better  than  pirates,  and  should  not  con- 
fine their  depredations  to  United  States  vessels.  You  are  much  better 
able  than  I  am  to  judge  how  far  it  is  desirable  to  take  measures  at  once 
to  protect  British'merchant  vessels  from  danger.  I  do  not  think  it  advi- 
sable, during  the  short  interval  which  will  now  elapse  before  instructions 
may  be  received  from  her  Majesty's  government,  to  interfere  with  these 
privateers  solely  on  the  ground  that  their  letters  of  marque  will  proceed 
from  a  government  not  recognized  by  her  Majesty.  But  I  presume  that 
it  would  be  perfectly  justifiable  to  take  any  measures  whatever  concern- 
ing them  which  were  clearly  necessary  for  the  security  of  British  trade. 
The  United  States  government  has,  as  you  know,  declared  its  intention 
to  treat  them  as  pirates.  Almost  all  the  ships  of  which  that  government 
can  dispose  will  be  sent  to  the  coasts  of  the  southern  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  blockading  the  ports  and  capturing  the  privateers. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Copy  of  the  order  of  the  secretary  of  the  colonies  addressed  to  the  governor 

general  of  Canada. 

[Taken  from  Boston  Transcript  of  June  20,  1861,  copsring  Montreal  daily  papers  of 

June  18, 1861.] 

Downing  Street,  June  1, 1861. 

Sm:  You  are  already  aware  that  the  Queen  is  desirous  of  observing 
the  strictest  neutrality  in  the  contest  which  appears  to  be  imminent 
between  the  United  States  and  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  Forth 
America.  I  haye  now  to  inform  you  that,  in  order  to  give  full  effect  to 
this  principle,  her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  interdict  the  aimed  ships 
and  also  the  privateers  of  both  parties  from  carrying  prizes  made  by 
them  into  the  ports,  harbors,  roadsteads,  or  waters  of  the  United  King- 
dom, or  of  any  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  or  possessions  abroad. 

It  is  her  Majesty's  desire  that  the  prohibition  should  be  forthwith 
notified  to  all  proper  authorities  within  her  dominion,  and  I  am  to  desire 
that  you  take  measures  to  secure  its  effectual  observance  within  the 
limits  of  your  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

NEWCASTLE. 

Eight  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  Head. 

[See  also  circular  instructions  of  June  2, 1864,  with  Mr.  Adams's  dis- 
patch of  June  17, 1804,  to  Mr.  Seward  a/iUe.] 
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[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  America,''  No.  1, 1862,  p.  38.] 

No.  46. 
Lord  J.  BusseU  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office,  Jum  1, 1861. 

My  Lord:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  lordship's  information,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  addressed,  by  her  Majesty's  commands,  to 
the  admiralty,  colonial,  war.  and  India  offices,  desiring  that  the  necessary 
instructions  may  be  given  lor  interdicting  tne  armed  ships  and  priva- 
teers, both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States, 
from  carrying  prizes  made  by  them  into  the  ports,  harbors,  roadsteads, 
or  waters  of  the  United  Eangdom,  or  of  any  of  her  Majesty's  colonies 
or  possessions  abtoad. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


[From  BritiBh  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1, 1862,  p.  38.] 

No.  46. 
Lord  J.  Bussell  to  the  Lords  Commissioners. of  the  Admiralty.* 

Foreign  Office,  June  1, 1861. 

My  Lords:  Her  Majesty's  government  are,  as  you  are  aware,  desirous 
of  observing  the  strictest  neutrality  in  the  contest  which  appears  to  be 
imminent  between  the  United  States  and  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States  of  North  America;  and  with  the  view  more  effectually  to  carry 
out  this  principle,  they  propose  to  interdict  the  armed  ships  and  also  the 
'  privateers  of  both  parties  from  carrying  prizes  made  by  them  into  the  ports, 
harbors,  roadsteads,  or  waters  of  the  United  Eangdom,  or  of  any  of  her 
Majest>^'s  colonies  or  possessions  abroad. 

I  have  accordingly  to  acquaint  your  lordships  that  the  Queen  has  been 
pleased  to  direct  that  orders  in  conformity  with  the  .principles  above 
stated  should  forthwith  be  addressed  to  all  proper  authorities  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  to  her  Majesty's  naval  and  other  authorities  in  all 
quarters  beyond  the  United  Kingdom,  for  their  guidance  in  the  circum- 
stances. 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  EUSSELL. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  1, 18(©,  pp.  63-68.] 

No.  74. 
Messrs.  Yancey^  Bostj  and  Mwnnto  Earl  Bussell. 

FExtracts.! 

15,  Half-moon  Street, 

London^  August  14, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  as  your  lordship  has  already  on  two  occasions  been 
verbally  and  unofficially  informed,  were  appointed  on  the  16th  of  March 

*  Similar  letters  were  addressed  to  the  oolonial,  war,  and  India  offices. 


336  CLAIMS  AGAINST  OBBAT  BBITAHT. 

last  a  commission  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

The  undersigned  were  instructed  to  represent  to  your  lordship  that 
seven  of  the  sovereign  States  of  the  late  American  Union,  for  just  and 
sufficient  reasons,  and  in  fuU  accordance  with  the  great  principle  of  self- 
government,  had  thrown  off  the  authority  of  that  Union  and  formed  a 
confederacy  which  they  had  styled  the  "Confederate  Sta;tes  of  America-" 
They  are  fiirther  instructed  to  ask  her  Majesty's  government  to  recognize 
the  fact  of  the  existence  of  this  new  power  in  the  world,  and  also  to  in- 
form it  that  they  were  fully  empowered  to  negotiate  with  it  a  treaty  of 
friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation. 

At  an  early  day  after  the  arrival  of  the  undersigned  in  London,  at  an 
informal  interview  which  your  lordsliip  was  i)leased  to  accord  them,  tliey 

informed  your  lordship  of  the  object  of  their  mission. 

•  ••••• 

The  undersigned  have  witnessed  with  pleasure  that  the  views  which, 
in  their  first  interview,  they  pressed  upon  your  lordship  as  to  the  un- 
doubted right  of  the  Confederate  States,  under  the  law  of  nations,  to  be 
treated  as  a  belligerent  power,  and  the  monstrous  assertion  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  WasMngton  of  its  right  to  treat  their  citizens  ftfund  in  arms 
upon  land  or  s^a  as  rebels  and  pirates,  have  met  with  the  concurrence 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government ;  and  that  the  moral  might  of  this 
great  and  Christian  people  has  been  thus  thrown  into  the  scale  to  pre- 
vent the  barbarous  and  inhuman  spectacle  of  war  between  citizens  so 
lately  claimmg  a  common  country,  conducted  upon  principles  which 
would  have  been  a  disgrace  to  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

The  undersigned,  however,  received  with  some  8uri)rise  and  regret  the 
avowal  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  that^  in  order  to  the  ob- 
servance of  a  strict  neutrality,  the  public  and  pnvate  armed  vessels 
of  neither  of  the  contending  parties  would  be  permitted  to  enter  her 
Majesty's  ports  with  prizes.  The  undersigned  do  not  contest  the  right . 
of  the  British  government  to  make  such  regulations,,  but  have  been  dis- 
I)osed  to  think  that  it  has  been  unusual  for  her  Majesty's  government  to 
exercise  such  right,  and  that  in  this  instance  the  practicS  operation  of 
the  rule  has  been  to  favor  the  government  at  Washington,  and  to  crip- 
ple the  exercise  of  an  undoubted  public  right  of  the  government  of  the 
Confederate  States.  This  government  commenced  its  career  entirely 
without  a  navy.  Owing  to  the  high  sense  of  duty  which  distinguished 
the  southern  officers  who  were  Is^tely  in  commission  in  the  United  States 
navy,  the  ships  which  otherwise  might  have  been  brought  into  southern 
ports  were  honorably  delivered  up  to  the  United  States  government,  and 
the  navy,  built  for  the  protection  of  the  people  of  all  the  States,  is  now 
used  by  the  government  at  Washington  to  coerce  the  people  and  block- 
ade the  ports  of  one-third  of  the  States  of  the  late  Union. 

The  i)eople  of  the  Confederate  States  are  an  agricultural,  not  a  manu- 
facturing or  commercial  people.  They  own  but  few  ships.  Hence  there 
has  been  not  the  least  necessity  for  the  government  at  Washington  to 
issue  letters  of  marque.  The  people  of  the  Confederate  States  have  but 
few  ships,  and  not  much  commerce  upon  which  such  private  armed  ves- 
sels could  operate.  The  commodities  produced  in  the  Confederate  States 
are  such  as  the  world  needs  more  than  any  other,  and  the  nations  of  the 
earth  have  heretofore  sent  their  ships  to  our  wharves,  and  there  the  mer- 
chants buy  and  receive  our  cotton  and  tobacco. 

But  it  is  far  otherwise  with  the  people  of  the  present  United  States. 
They  are  a  manufacturing  and  commercial  people.  They  do  a  large 
part  of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world.    Their  ships  and  oommeroe  ^ 
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afford  them  the  sinews  of  war,  and  keep  their  industry  afloat.  To  crip- 
ple this  industry  and  commerce,  to  destroy  their  ships  or  cause  them  to 
be  dismantled  and  tied  up  to  their  rottiag  wharves,  are  legitimate  ob- 
jects and  means  of  warfare. 

Hdiying  no  navy,  no  commercial  marine  out  of  which  to  improvise 
public  armed  vessels  to  any  considerable  extent,  the  Confederate  States 
were  compelled  to  resort  to  the  issuance  of  letters  of  marque,  a  mode  of 
warfare  as  fiilly  and  clearly  recognized  by  the  law  and  usage  of  nations 
as  any  other  arm  of  war.  and  most  assuredly  more  humane  and  more 
civilized  in  its  practice  than  that  which  appears  to  have  distinguished 
the  march  of  the  troops  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
soil  and  among  the  villages  of  Virginia. 

These  facts  tend  to  show  that  the  practical  working  of  the  rule  that 
forbids  the  entry  of  the  public  and  private  armed  vessels  of  either  party 
into  British  ports  with  prizes,  operates  exclusively  to  prevent  the  exer- 
cise of  this  legitimate  mode  oi  warfare  by  the  Confederate  States,  while 
it  is,  to  a  great  degree,  a  practical  protection  to  the  commerce  and  ships 
of  the  United  States. 

Li  the  interview  already  aJluded  to,  as  weU  as  in  one  of  a  similar 
character,  held  between  your  lordship  and  the  undersigned  at  a  later 
date,  the  undersigned  were  folly  aware  of  the  relations  of  amity  exists 
ing  between  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  and  that  of  Washing- 
ton, and  of  the  peculiar  difficulties  into  which  these  relations  might  he 
thrown  if  her  Msgesty  should  choose  to  recognize  the  nationality  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  before  some  decided  exhibition  of  ability 
upon  the  part  of  the  government  of  those  States  to  maintain  itself  had 

been  shown. 

•  ••••• 

In  closing  this  communication  the  undersigned  desire  to  urge  upon  her 
Britannic  Msgesty's  government  the  just  claim  which,  in  their  opinion, 
the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  has  at  this  time  to  a  recogni- 
tion as  a  government  de  facto. 

•  ••••• 

The  undersigned.  &c. 

W.  L.  YAI^CEY. 

P.  A.  EOST. 

A.  DUDLEY  MAN^. 


Mr*  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  84.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washi'ngUm^  September  10, 1861. 

SiE :  I  send  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Mr.  Francis 
Bernard,  in  the  island  of  Trinidad.  It  shows  a  clear  case  of  connivance 
by  the  authorities  of  that  island  with  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States, 
in  violation  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  this  government,  if  the  facts  are 
truly  presented.  You  will  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  Lord  Eus- 
seU,  and  wiU.  if  the  case  shall  not  be  satisfactorily  explained,  ask  for 
such  proceedings  in  the  premises  as  shall  make  the  authorities  of  the 
island  sensible  of  the  displeasure  of  the  imperial  government,  an4  pre- 
vent such  occurrences  in  the  future. 

For  your  satisfaction,  I  state  that  a  new  consul  has  been  appointed  at 
Trinidad,  and  that  he  is  now  on  his  way  to  that  island. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAJtf  H.  SEWAED. 

Chasles  Fbai^ois  Adams,  Esq.^  &e.^  &o.j  dto. 

22  A  O— VOL.  I 
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^  Mr.  Bernard  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'  [Extract.] 

Trinidad,  August  7, 1861. 

Sm:  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  on  the  30th  iQtimo  a  steam  sloop  of  war 
(Semmes  commander)  carrying  a  secession  flag,  Ave  guns,  some  of  a  large 
caliber,  and  a  crew  of  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  sailed  boldly  in  our  harbor  and  reported  herself  to  the  author- 
ities of  this  island  as  being  on  a  cruise.  She  was  last  from  Puerto 
Gabello ;  and  since  she  succeeded  in  getting  out  of  the  Mississippi  Biver 
she  has  already  captured  no  less  than  eleven  American  vessels.  I  have 
ascertained  the  names  of  some  of  them,  viz:  the  Joseph  Maxwell,  Abe 
Bradford,  Minnie  Miller,  West  Wind,  of  Westerly,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar 
from  Havana,  and  (xolden  Bocket,  wnich  was  burnt  by  her  off  the  coast 
of  <3uba. 

The  Sumter  landed  eight  of  her  prisoners  here  in  a  destitute  condition ; 
but  a  contribution  has  been  raised  here  for  their  benefit,  sujffilcient  to 
supply  their  immediate  wants,  and  I  will  take  care  that  they  are  pro- 
vided for  till  an  opportunity  offers  to  ship  tiiem  to  the  States. 

The  Sumter  remained  here  till  the  6th  instant,  and  was  allowed  to  sup- 
ply herself  with  coals  and  other  necessary  outfits.  The  British  flag  was 
hoisted  on  the  government  flag-staff  for  her  arrival,  and  the  officers  of 
the  British  war  vessel  Cadmus  appeared  to  be  on  amicable  terms  with 
those  of  the  Sumter.  The  merchant  who  supplied  the  Sumter  with  coals 
did  it  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  our  attorney  general. 

Being  a  loyal  American,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  send  you  these  infor- 
mations, as  there  has  been  no  consul  of  our  nation  in  this  island  for  many 

montlis. 

•  ••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FBAirCIS  BEEBTAED. 

The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Adame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extnot.] 

Ko.  53.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  October  4, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  from  85  to  89,  both  indusive. 

The  dispatch  'So.  85,  dated  the  10th  of  September,  like  its  immediate 
predecessor,  Ko.  84,  of  the  same  date,  though  received  here  a  week 
earlier,  relates  to  cases  of  violation  of  neutrality  in  the  British  islands 
in  the  W  est  Indies.  I  have  now  tJie  honor  to  forward  copies  of  two  notes 
addressed  by  me  to  Lord  Bussell^  one  of  th^e  30Ui  of  September  and  (lie 
other  of  the  following  day,  touchmg  these  questions. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLUAH  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BuaselL 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Landofiy  September  30, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  ot 
the  United  States,  regrets  to  be  obKged  to  infonn  the  right  honorable 
Earl  Russell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs, 
that  he  has  been  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  pre- 
fer a  complaint  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  IMnidad  for  a 
violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid  and 
encouragement  to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States.  It  appears,  by  an 
extract  from  a  letter  received  at  the  Department  of  State  from  a  gentle- 
man believed  to  be  worthy  of  credit,  a  resident  of  Trinidad,  Mr.  Francis 
Bernard,  a  copy  of  which  is  submitted  herewith,  that  a  steam  vessel, 
known  as  an  armed  insurgent  privateer,  called  the  Sumter,  was  received 
on  the  30th  of  July  last  at  that  port,  and  was  permitted  to  remain  for  six 
days,  during  which  time  she  was  not  only  furnished  with  all  necessary 
supplies  for  the  continuance  of  her  cruise,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
attorney  general,  but  that  her  Majesty's  flag  was  actually  hoisted  on  the 
government  flag-staff  in  acknowledgment  of  her  arrival. 

The  undersigned  has  been  directed  by  his  government  to  bring  this 
extraordinary  proceeding  to  the  attention  of  Lord  Bussell,  and,  in  case 
it  shaU  not  be  satisfactorily  explained,  to  ask  for  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  shall  insure,  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  the  island,  the 
prevention  of  all  occurrences  of  the  kind  during  the  continuance  of  the 
difftculties  in  America. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to  add,  in  explanation  of  the  absence 
of  any  official  representation  from  Trinidad  to  substantiate  the  present 
complaint,  that  tiiere  was  no  consul  of  the  United  States  there  at  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessel.  The  undersigned  had  the  honor,  a  few 
days  since,  to  apprise  Lord  Eussell  of  the  fact  that  this  deficiency  had 
been  since  supplied,  by  preferring  an  application  for  her  Majesty's  exe- 
quator  for  a  new  consul,  who  is  already  on  his  way  to  occupy  his  post. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  renew  to  Earl  Bussell  the  assurances  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  <£o.,  &c.y  dtc. 

f  [For  inclosure  ^ee letter  of  Mr.  Bernard,  printed  with  "Mr.  Seward's 
dispateh  to  Mr.  Adams,"  of  September  10, 1861,  !No.  84,  am^U.] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

'So.  68.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

LondaUj  October  11, 1861. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  Lord  Bussell's  note  to  me 
of  tilie  4th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
authorities  of  ti^e  island  of  Trinidad,  made  under  instructions  from  the 
department. 

It  will  appear  from  this  that  the  goTemor  of  Trinidad,  by  hoisting  the 
British  flag  on  the  government  flag-staff,  probably  desired  to  signify  to 
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the  officers  of  the  Snmter,  on  their  arrival,  the  nentral  character  of  the 
island,  but  that  he  in  the  meantime  forgot  that  the  act  is  susceptible  of 
a  very  different  construction  in  the  popi^ar  mind« 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBAKOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiON  Office,  October  4, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  complaint  firom  Mr.  Adams,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stdttes  at  this 
court,  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  GMnidad  for  a  violation  of 
her  Msgesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears,  firom  the  accounts  received  at  the  colonial  office  and  at  the 
admiralty,  that  a  vessel  bearing  the  secession  flag  entered  the  port  of 
Trinidad  on  the  30th  of  July  last. 

Captain  HUlyar,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  <^  Cadmus,''  having  sent  a  boat 
to  ascertain  her  nationality,  the  commanding  officer  showed  a  commision 
signed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  calling  himself  the  President  of  the  so- 
styled  Confederate  States. 

The  Sumter,  which  was  the  vessel  in  question,  was  allowed  to  stay 
six  days  at  Trinidad,  and  to  supply  herself  with  coals  and  provisions, 
and  the  attorney  general  of  the  island  perceived  no  illegality  in  these 
proceedings. 

The  law  officers  of  the  crown  have  reported  that  the  conduct  of  the 
governor  was  in  conformity  to  her  M^esty's  proclamation. 

No  mention  is  made  by  the  governor  of  his  hoisting  the  British  flag  on 
the  government  flag-staff;  and  if  he  did  so,  it  was  probably  in  order  to 
show  the  national  (diaracter  of  the  island,  and  not  in  acknowledgment  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Sumter. 

There  does  not  appear,  therefore,  any  reason  to  believe  that  her 
M^esty's  proclamation  of  neutrality  has  been  violated  by  the  governor  of 
Trinidad,  or  by  the  commanding  officer  of  her  Majesty's  ship  <<  Cadmus. ' 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

BUSSELL. 

Charles  Frai^ois  Adams,  Esq.,  <0c.,  <£e.,  d)o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  112.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtonj  October  29, 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  October  11  (So.  58)  has  been  received.  It  is 
accompanied  by  Lord  Bussell's  reply  to  the  note  which  you  addressed  to 
him  by  my  direction,  asking  an  explanation  of  the  conduct  of  the  coloniid 
authorities  in  Trinidad  on  tilie  occasion  of  the  entrance  of  the  piratical 
vessel,  the  Sumter,  into  that  port. 
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Lord  Bussell  admits  that  the  Sumter,  (an  armed  American  vessel,) 
bearing  an  insurgent  flag,  entered  the  port  of  Trinidad,  and  when  boarded 
and  required  to  show  her  nationality,  her  commanding  officer  showed  no 
legal  authority  from  this  government,  but  a  pretended  commission  from 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  notoriously  engaged  in  arms  against 
them,  Notwithstanding  these  factSj  it  is  not  denied  that  the  governor 
of  the  island  hoisted  the  British  flag  on  the  government  flag-staflf,  although 
it  is  stated  by  Lord  Eussell  that,  if  he  ^d  so,  it  was  probably  done  in 
order  to  show  the  national  character  of  the  island,  and  not  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter. 

His  lordship,  however,  admits  that  the  Sumter  was  allowed  to  remain 
six  days  in  Trinidad,  and  that  during  her  stay  she  was  allowed  to  supply 
herself  with  coals  and  provisions.  The  armament,  the  insurgent  flag, 
and  the  spurious  commission  told  the  governor,  as  they  sufficiently  prove 
to  her  Mjyesty's  government,  that  the  Sumter  is  and  can  be  nothing  else 
than  a  piratical  vessel.  Her  depredations  on  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try form  a  part  of  the  history  of  our  times.  The  British  government  has, 
moreover,  been  directly  informed  by  us  that  the  Sumter  is  a  piratical 
craft,  and  that  the  navigators  and  seamen  on  board  of  her  are  pirates, 
punishable  by  the  laws  of  their  own  country  with  death.  Lord  Bussell 
informs  us  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  nevertheless  reported 
that  the  conduct  of  the  colonial  authorities  of  Trinidad  is  in  conformity 
to  her  Majesty's  proclamation.  Her  Majesty's  government  dismiss  our 
complaint  from  their  consideration. 

Li  view  of  these  facts,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  inform  the 
British  government  that  the  President  deeply  regrets  that  Lord  Bussell 
is  altogether  unable  to  give  to  our  complaint  a  satisfactory  solution. 

When  it  is  considered  how  important  a  part  commerce  plays  among 
the  interests  of  our  country,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  the  United  States  can- 
not consent  that  pirates  engaged  in  destroying  it  shall  receive  shelter 
and  supplies  in  the  ports  of  friendly  nations.  It  tends  to  the  universal 
derangement  of  commerce  when  piracy  is  anjrwhere  tolerated,  and  there- 
fore ite  suppression  is  a  common  interest  of  aU  civilized  countries.  But 
if  any  one  power  fails  to  preserve  this  interest,  and  to  act  for  the  com- 
mon welfare,  then  it  is  easy  to  see  that  each  state  must  provide  for  its 
own  security  at  whatever  cost,  and  however  it  may  disturb  the  general 
harmony  of  the  commercial  world. 

This  government  will  consider  how  its  safety  may  be  best  secured ; 
but  it  cannot  forbear  from  expressing  a  hope  that  her  Majesty's  ministers, 
in  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  question,  may  deem  the  subject  worthy  of 
a  deliberate  reconsideration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WnJJAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Ghasles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£*c.,  dtc.^  dtc. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America, "  No.  1, 1862,  p.  101.] 

No.  109. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Rvssell. 

Washington,  November  4, 1861. 

My  Lobb  :  Mr.  Seward  spoke  to  me,  the  day  before  yesterday^  respect- 
ing the  admission  of  the  confederate  vessel  Sumter  into  British  and 
Dutch  ports. 


342  ca:.AiMS  against  obeat  beitaik. 

With  regard  to  the  Dutch  government,  Mr.  Seward  said  that  he  had 
been  obliged  to  cause  very  serious  remonstrances  to  be  addressed  to 
them,  but  that  he  had  now  been  informed  that  they  had  given  orders 
that  the  southern  privateers  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  more  than 
twenty-four  hours  in  a  Dutch  port.  It  was  true,  he  said,  that  it  had 
been  declared  that  these  orders  had  not  been  issued  in  deference  to  the 
representations  of  titie  United  States  government ;  but  this  was  imma- 
terial ;  so  long  as  the  privateers  were  excluded  in  practice,  he  did  not 
care  to  inquire  on  what  ground  that  was  done. 

Mr.  Seward  then  mentioned  the  reception  of  the  Sumter  at  Trinidad, 
and  alluded  to  your  lordship's  note  to  Mr.  Adams  of  the  4th  of  October 
on  the  subject.  He  said  he  had  been  obliged  to  send  immediately 
instructions  to  Mr.  Adams  with  regard  to  that  note.  He  did  not  tell  me 
the  nature  of  those  instructions,  but  he  spoke  to  me  of  the  affiair  in  a 
tone  of  complaint,  and  dwelt  especially  on  the  length  of  time  during 
which  the  Sumter  had  been  allowed  to  remain  at  Trinidad,  and  on  the 
supplies  which  i^e  had  obtained  there.  He  said  that  France,  and,  he 
thought,  all  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  refused  to  allow  privateers  to 
remain  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  their  ports.  He  could  hardly 
conceive  that  England  wished  to  stand  alone  as  the  only  power  which 
admitted  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  without  restriction,  into  its 
harbors.  He  supposed  that  the  matter  could  hardly  have  been  presented 
in  this  light  to  her  M^esty's  government. 

I  observed  to  Mr.  Seward  that  I  supposed  that  in  this  matter  each 
power  had  looked  back  to  precedents,  and  taken  the  course  which  had 
been  usual  with  it  on  similax  occasions  in  former  times.  In  one  point 
the  English  rule  was,  I  said,  more  stringent  than  that  of  France  and  many 
.other  powers,  for  armed  vessels  were  not  allowed  to  carry  their  prizes 
into  British  ports  for  any  time,  however  ^ort. 

Mr.  Seward  did  not  pursue  the  conversation.    He  merely  said  that  he 
had  wished  to  mention  the  matter  to  me  in  the  hox)e  that  I  might  do 
something  towards  getting  it  satisfactorily  settied. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  «  North  America, "  No.  1, 1862,  p.  104.] 

No.  114. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Bussell, 

Washington,  Ifovember  9, 1861. 

My  Lokd  :  With  reference  to  my  dispatch  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  this  morning  Mr.  Seward  spoke  to 
me  again  on  the  subject  of  the  admission  of  co^ederate  vessels  into 
British  ports.  He  used  very  nearly  tl^e  same  language  On  this  as  on  the 
former  occasion.  He  seemed,  however,  to  wish  now  S)  be  understood  as 
requesting  me  positively  to  suggest  to  her  Majesty's  government  to 
adopt  the  rule  in  this  respect  which  had,  he  said,  been  adopted  by  all 
the  other  powers  of  Europe.  He  seemed  to  desire  to  make  this  sugges- 
tion through  me,  rather  than  in  a  more  formal  manner  through  the 
United  States  minister  in  London. 

I  said  to  Mr.  Seward  that  Great  Britain  had,  I  thought,  been  the  first 
power  to  place  any  restriction  upon  the  admission  into  her  ports  of  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  belligerents  in  the  present  war ;  and  that  she  had 
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no  doubt  followed  the  precedents  afforded  by  her  own  previous  conduct 
in  similar  cases.    I  did  not  make  any  difficulty  about  conveying  Mr. 
Seward's  suggestion  to  your  lordship,  but  I  did  not  express  any  opinion 
as  to  the  reception  it  would  meet  with. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Mr.  8ewa/rd  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  122.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  11, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  case  in  regard  to  pirates  engaged  by  the  insurgents  in  this 
country  practically  stands  thus :  every  naval  power,  and  every  commer- 
cial power  except  one,  practically  excludes  them  fipom  their  ports,  except 
in  diistress.  or  for  a  visit  of  any  kind  longer  than  twenty-four  hours,  and 
from  supplies,  except  of  coals,  for  twenty-four  hours'  consumption. 

Great  Britajn,  as  we  are  given  to  understand  by  the  answer  of  Earl 
BusseU,  allows  these  pirates  to  visit  her  ports  and  stay  at  their  own 
pleasure,  receiving  supplies  without  restriction. 

We  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  the  government  of  Oreat  Britain 
has  constituted  this  exception  with  ftill  deliberation.  I  intimated  in 
a  preceding  dispatch.  No,  112,  a  hope  that  the  subject  might  be  recon- 
sidered before  it  should  be  necessary  for  us  to  consider  what  remedies 
we  can  adopt  to  prevent  tiie  evils  which  must  resiQt  to  our  commerce 
from  the  policy  thus  indicated  by  Great  Britain.  I  have  consulted  on 
the  subject  with  Lord  Lyons,  and  he  may  perhaps  communicate  with  his 
government  thereupon.  Meantime,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to 
instruct  you  to  recall  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  the 
question,  under  the  influences  of  a  spirit  of  peace  and  friendship,  and 
with  a  desire  to  preserve  what  remains  of  a  commerce  mutually  import- 
ant to  both  countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLdLM  H.  SBWABD. 

Oharles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dko.^  c£o.,  &e. 


[From  Britiflh  Bine  Book,  "  North  Amerioa,''  No.  1, 1862;  p.  103.] 

2^0.112. 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Opfioe,  November  22, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  4th  instant,  reporting 
the  substance  of  a  conversation  you  had  had  with  Mr.  Seward  relative  to 
the  reception  of  the  privateers  and  vessels  of  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States  in  foreign  ports,  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  it  appears  from 
that  dispatch  that  Mr.  Seward  never  chooses  to  understand  the  position 
of  her  Majesty's  government.  Her  Msgesty  has  declared  entire  neutrality 
in  the  unhappy  contest  now  carried  on  in  the  United  States.  Her  Ma- 
jesty admits  the  ships  of  war  and  privateers  of  the  United  States  to 
British  ports,  there  to  remain  to  victual  and  take  in  coal.  If  her  Majesty 
were  to  refuse  similar  facilities  to  the  vessels  of  war  and  privateers  of  the 
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so-styled  Confederate  States,  lier  Msgesty  woiQd  be  at  once  dedarurg  her- 
self a  party  to  tbe  war. 

If  Mr.  Seward  is  desirous  that  the  ships  of  war  of  the  Confederate 
States  should  not  be  allowed  to  stay  more  than  twenty-fours  in  a  Briti^ 
port,  he  should  declare  it  in  plain  terms.  In  any  case  her  Majesty's  goT- 
ernment  are  determined  to  treat  the  ships  of  war  and  privateers  of  &e 
so-styled  Confederate  States  in  the  same  manner  as  the  ships  of  war 
and  privateers  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  &c.« 

ETJSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  93.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

LondoUy  December  20, 1861. 
Sm:  **•»•**    I  decided 

to  ask  a  conference  of  Lord  Bussell  for  the  purpose  of  talking  over  the 
substance  of  your  communications  to  me  in  dispatches  No.  136  and  No. 
137.  It  was  appointed  for  yesterday  at  three  o'clock,  when  I  enjoyed  an 
opportunity  for  fuU  and  frank  conversation. 

•  ••  •  •  •  •••• 

On  the  third  point  his  lordship  contested  the  £a>ct  as  stated  in  the  dis- 
patch. He  recapitulated  what  the  government  had  done  as  regards  the 
assistance  said  to  have  been  rendered  to  privateers  in  the  colonies.  Sup- 
plies had  been  refused  by  the  authorities  in  all  cases.  Whatever  had 
been  obtained  had  come  firom  purchases  of  individuals.  The  only  dif- 
ference that  he  could  find  between  the  action  of  this  government  and  that 
of  other  nations  was,  that  the  stay  of  belligerent  vessels  was  confined 
by  the  latter  to  twenty-four  hours.  As  to  that,  he  said  that  the  omis- 
sion to  insert  the  same  provision  in  the  British  orders  was  by  no  means 
owing  to  unfriendliness  to  the  United  States.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
thought  that  if  a  government  vessel  of  theirs  should  put  into  any  port^ 
such  as  Malta,  for  example,  to  stay  a  short  time,  it  had  seemed  to  them 
churlish  to  issue  a  decree  to  limit  it  to  a  single  day.  He  said  he  had  taken 
some  pains  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  action  of  other  governments,  and, 
so  far  as  he  could  learn,  he  found  it  in  other  respects  substantially  the 
same. 

•  ••••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  196.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtonj  February  27, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Morse,  our  consiQ  at  London,  the 
information,  carrying  some  appearance  of  probability,  that  the  agents 
of  the  insurrection  at  London  and  Liverpool  are  engaged  in  preparing  a 
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whole  fleet  of  piratical  privateers  to  depredate  on  our  commerce  in 
European  waters.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will,  doubtlessly,  imme- 
diately consider  what  can  be  done  to  protect  this  commerce. 

But  I  confess  to  an  apprehension  that  something  is  necessary  to  be 
done  by  the  British  government,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  cannot  rightfully 
be  refused  under  present  circumstances. 

The  British  government,  near  a  year  ago,  decided  to  concede  to  the 
insurgents  the  privileges  of  a  belligerent  power.  The  effect  has  been  to 
invite  the  pirates  across  the  Atlantic,  and  to  seek  the  necessary  shelter 
in  British  ports.  Such  have  been  the  cases  of  the  NashviUe  and  the 
Sumter.  Under  that  system,  if  the  statements  submitted  by  Mr.  Morse 
are  true,  a  piratical  fleet  is  now  actually  being  prepared  in  the  ports  of 
the  British  islands. 

Indications  of  proceedings- on  the  part  of  the  pirates  rendered  it  neces- 
sary that  we  should  appear  with  armed  vessels  in  the  same  waters  to 
protect  our  commerce,  llie  British  government^  apparently  annoyed 
by  the  transfer  of  our  conflict  to  her  own  vicinity,  has  now  made  an 
order,  in  which,  placing  our  national  vessels  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  pirates,  she  denies  to  either  entrance  into  her  ports,  except  in 
distiess,  and  then  a  stay  limited  to  twenty-four  hours,  with  privilege  of 
supplies  of  coal  suflicient  to  reach  the  American  coast.  As  coal  cannot 
be  carried  across  the  ocean  sufficient  for  supplies  which  a  steamer  requires 
in  European  waters,  our  vessels  are  thus  effectually  prevented  from  meet- 
ing the  piratical  fleet  which  it  is  reported  is  to  be  sent  out  from  the 
British  ports.  Moreover,  the  British  public  have  not  without  reason 
objected  to  the  malutenance  of  police  agents  in  Great  Britain  to  watch 
and  detect  their  operations.  To  attempt  to  maiatain  such  agents 
there,  after  these  complaints  have  reached  us,  would  seem  to  iuvolve  a 
breach  of  courtesy.  Does  not  it  then  devolve  upon  Great  Britain  her- 
self to  enforce  in  her  own  ports  the  ordinance  of  neutrality  that  she  has 
proclaimed  ?  Can  piratical  vessels  be  permitted  to  be  launched  from 
her  own  inland  ports,  upon  their  destructive  missions,  without  giving  us 
just  reason  to  suppose  that  the  neutrality  actually  practiced  is,  though 
not  designed  to  be,  fraudulent  neutrality,  more  injurious  tons  than  open 
hostility  would  be  ? 

If  the  answer  heretofore  given  you  shall  still  be  repeated,  that  the 
existing  municipal  laws  permit  no  adequate  measures  of  prevention,  can 
Great  Britain  justly  exclude  us  in  this  case  from  such  privileges  in  her 
ports  and  waters  as  would  be  necessary  for  our  own  defense  against  the 
armed  pirates  issuing  from  them  ? 

It  iB  not  in  my  power— it  would  even  be  disrespectftd  to  the  British 
government,  were  I  to  attempt  to  indicate  what  measures  are  proper  or 
even  possible  for  that  government  to  adopt.  It  would  seem  enough  for 
us  to  bear  that  British  subjects  and  Briti^  vessels  carry  on  from  British 
ports  a  trade  in  violation  equally  of  the  British  proclamation  of  neutrality 
and  our  proclamation  of  blockade,  and  yet  it  seems  to  be  expected  that 
we  shall  answer  at  once  for  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade,  and  ex- 
cessive vigor  in  maintaining  it.  IMs  new  feature  of  pirates  fitting 
out  under  these  changed  circumstances  in  British  ports^  and  sallying 
thence  to  destroy  our  unarmed  vessels,  without  allowing  us  either 
the  fiEtcilities  for  preventing  it  ourselves  or  the  intervention  of  the  Brit- 
ish government,  if  allowed  to  be  imprinted  upon  the  face  of  this  great 
transaction,  would  tend  to  alienate  all  sympathies  whatever  existing 
between  ourselves  and  the  British  government  and  people. 

For  our  own  part,  we  must  remain  in  the  belief  that  the  cause,  and 
the  only  cause,  of  all  the  misapprehensions  and  embarrassments  which 
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have  occurred  affecting  the  two  conntries  was  an  unnecessary  and  pre- 
mature concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents.  I^or  do  I  know 
how  just  such  mischiefs  as  are  now  apprehended  can  be  prevented  in 
any  way  other  than  by  revoking  that  concession.  The  time  is  favorable 
to  that  revocation.  Let  Great  Britain  resume  the  relations  she  held  to 
us  when  this  attempt  at  revolution  occurred :  the  revolution,  already 
rapidly  declining,  would  in  that  case  become  extinct  at  once.  Much 
might  yet  be  restored,  and  speedUy  restored,  too,  of  that  commerce  so 
useful  to  both  parties  which  the  insurrection  has  suspended.  Much  might 
yet  be  regained  of  that  friendship  and  fraternal  feding  which  only  so  re- 
cently were  regarded  by  both  parties  as  duspicc^s  of  their  permanent 
security  in  all  their  various  relations,  and  of  the  advancement  of  that 
civilization  throughout  the  world  to  whose  progress  both  of  them  axe 
pledged. 

But  I  return  to  the  immediate  subject. 

Fot  one  of  the  privateers  alleged  to  be  fitting  out  in  British  waters 
can  find  a  home  or  even  transient  shelter  in  American  waters.  They 
would  not  be  fitting  out  in  Great  Britain  if  they  could  get  to  sea  when 
prepared  by  the  insurgents  here.  If  allowed  to  be  fitted  out  there  under 
such  circumstances,  will  Great  Britain  claim  that  the  proceeding  is  sanc- 
tioned by  the  law  of  nations  f 

Mr.  Morse  will,  on  your  demand,  report  his  information  to  you.    You 
will  scan  it  carefully,  and  if  you  find  reason  to  b^eve  that  it  is  authen- 
tic, and  that  the  danger  he  apprehends  exists,  you  will  bring  the  subject 
to  the  notice  of  Earl  Bussell,  and  ask  his  serious  consideration  upon  it. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD, 

Ohableb  Franoi^  Adams,  Esq.,  i&c.^  <£c.,  dfo. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.! 

No.  137.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londanj  March  27, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copies  of  three  notes  received 

by  me  from  Lord  Bussell. 

•  ••••• 

The  second  is  in  answer  to  my  note  of  the  24th  of  February,  respect- 
ing the  treatment  of  the  Flambeau  at  Nassau.  The  report  is  quite  in 
keeping  with  all  that  we  hear  is  done  in  that  nest  of  illicit  trade  with 

the  rebels.    I  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  pursue  the  subject. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  25, 1862. 

Sm:  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  1st  instant,  to  state  to  you  that  I  had 
applied  to  the  proper  department  of  her  Majesty's  government  for  infer- 
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mation  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  authorities  at  I^assau 
liad  interdicted  to  the  United  States  steamer  Flambeau  the  use  of  a 
deposit  of  coal,  the  prox>erty  of  the  United  States  government,  existing 
at  that  place. 

In  now  communicating  to  you  the  result  of  the  inquiries  which  have 
been  instituted,  I  assume  that  the  case  which  you  had  in  view,  when  you 
formed  your  representation,  was  that  of  some  coal  which  arrived  at 
!Nassau  in  December  last  in  the  United  States  schooners  Caleb  Stetson 
and  W.  S.  Perry, 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  questioned  whether  the  ooal  on  board  those  ves- 
sels could  in  strictness  be  described  as  a  deposit  of  coal  existing  at  Nas- 
sau, but  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  is  to  that  coal  that  your 
letter  refers.    The  facts  in  relation  thereto  are  as  follows: 

In  the  early  part  of  December  the  Csdeb  Stetson  arrived  at  Nassau 
with  a  cargo  of  three  hundred  tons  of  coal,  consigned  to  the  United 
States  consul  at  that  port,  and  by  the  report  and  manifest,  delivered  at 
the  revenue  department,  and  signed  officially  by  the  United  States  con- 
sul as  consignee,  it  appeared  that  such  cargo  had  been  shipped  at  Phila- 
.delphia  for  that  port  by  '*  order  of  the  United  States  Navy  Depart- 
ment.'' The  receiver  general,  having  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
admitting  this  coal  to  entry,  applied  to  the  governor  for  instructions, 
and  the  governor,  acting  under  legal  advice,  gave  direction  that  the 
ooal  should  be  admitted  to  an  ent^  and  landtag,  but  that  the  United 
States  consiQ  shoiQd  be  informed  that  it  could  not  be  permitted  to  be 
used  in  any  manner  which  might  involve  a  breach  of  the  Queen's  pro- 
damation  of  the  13th  of  May  last,  and  particularly  that  the  coaling  at 
Nassau  of  vessels  of  war  of  either  of  the  belligerent  powers  could  not 
be  allowed  without  the  express  sanction  of  her  Majesty's  government 
having  been  first  obtained.  A  letter  to  that  effect  was  addressed  by  the 
colonial  secretary  to  the  United  States  consul. 

While  this  question  was  pending,  another  vessel,  the  W.  S.  Perry, 
laden  with  coal  similarly  consigned,  had  arrived  at  Nassau,  and  the 
United  States  consul,  on  receiving  the  above  iutimation,  decliQed  to 
have  the  coal  landed,  and  expressed  his  determination  to  keep  the  same 
on  board  of  the  respective  vessels  in  which  it  had  been  imported,  until 
he  should  receive  advices  from  his  government  in  relation  tiiereta 

On  the  11th  of  December  the  United  States  vessel  Flambeau  arrived 
at  Nassau,  and  on  the  following  day  the  United  States  consul  addressed 
to  the  governor  a  letter,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  Caleb  Stetson  was 
leaking  badly,  and  requested  pennission  to  land  tixe  coal  then  on  board 
of  her,  or  to  d.ischarge  a  part  of  it  on  boaxd  of  the  Flambeau  j  in  answer 
to  which  he  was  informed  that,  under'  the  decision  already  arrived  at, 
the  coal  could  not  be  allowed  to  be  transshipped  to  the  Flambeau,  but 
that  there  was  no  objection  to  its  being  landed.  This  privilege,  although 
expressly  asked  for  by  tlie  United  States  consul  in  his  letter,  he  did  not 
avail  himself  of. 

On  the  13th  of  December  the  United  States  consul  addressed  to  the 
acting  colonial  secretary  a  letter  complaining  of  coal  having  been  sup- 
plied by  a  merchant  to  the  secessionist  vessel  Theodora,  and  asking 
whether  such  an  act  did  not  constitute  a  breach  of  the  neutrality 
adduced  in  the  case  of  the  Flambeau,  which  vessel,  he  adds,  I  '^begged 
permission  to  furnish  with  coal  yesterday." 

To  tiiis  letter  the  governor  caused  an  answer  to  be  sent,  in  which  the 
distinction  between  the  two  cases  was  pointed  out,  and  the  decision  not 
to  supply  coal  to  an  armed  vessel  was  adhered  to.  It  was  observed  that 
the  Theodora  was  a  merchant  vessel  trading  to  the  port  of  Nassau,  and 
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that  being  propelled  by  steam  it  was  necessary,  to  enable  her  to  pursue 
her  occupation  as  a  trader,  that  she  should  be  supplied  with  coal.  The 
furnishing  this  necessary  article,  therefore,  for  her  use  by  a  merchant  in 
the  way  of  trade,  was  perfectiy  lawful,  and  could  not  be  construed  into  a 
breach  of  neutrality. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Flambeau  was  avowedly  an  armed  vessel  in  the 
service  of  the  federal  government.  She-  had  entered  the  port  of  I^as- 
sau  and  had  remained  there  for  some  days  without  any  apparent  neces- 
ity  for  her  doing  so,  and  the  authorities  had  not  been  informed  of  the 
object  of  her  visit.  To  supply  her  with  coal  might,  therefore,  be  to 
facilitate  her  belligerent  operations,  and  this  would  constitute  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  neutrality  prescribed  by  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  the  13th 
of  May  last. 

It  was  also  pointed  out  that  the  cases  of  the  James  Adger  and  the 
Nashville,  at  Southampton,  were  not  parallel  cases.  Those  vessels  were 
some  thousands  of  mUes  distant  from  their  respective  homes,  and  to 
them  consequently  coal  was  an  article  of  real  necessity;  whereas  the 
Flambeau  was  within  a  very  short  distance  of  the  ports  of  her  own 
nation — Key  West,  for  instance,  where  also  her  necessities  could  readily 
be  supplied. 

Moreover,  it  was  incorrect  to  say  that  the  application  of  the  United 
States  consul  had  been  founded  on  the  necessities  of  the  Flambeau ; 
his  application  was  founded  on  the  alleged  necessities  of  the  Caleb 
Stetson. 

•  I  trust  it  will  be  apparent  to  you,  from  the  foregoing  statement,  that 
the  only  object  which  tiie  authorities  at  Nassau  had  in  view  was  to  pre- 
serve a  strict  neutrality.  The  obligation  to  do  so  was  imposed  by  the 
Queen's  proclamation  above  referred  to,  and  the  contiguity  of  the  port 
of  Nassau  to  the  American  coast  was  an  additional  reason  for  adhering 
strictly  to  its  provisions. 

In  these  circumstances  her  Msyesty's  government  coiQd  not  withhold 
from  the  governor  the  approval  to  which  he  was  entifled  for  the  course 
which  he  had  pursued.  The  ultimate  decision  of  her  Mjyesty's  govern- 
ment on  this  question  is  contained  in  the  rules  and  regulations  laid  down 
in  my  letter*  to  the  lord  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  of  the  31st  of 
January  last.  I  taJke  it  for  granted  that  that  letter  has  already  been 
brought  to  your  notice,  but  you  will  find  it  at  the  end  of  the  printed 
papers  lately  laid  before  Parliament,  and  in  the  London  Gazette  of  the 
31st  of  January  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Ghables  Frai^ojs  ABAXBy  Esq.,  cj^c,  dtCy  dtc. 


[From  the  Britiflh  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  1,  of  1862,  p.  139.] 

Fo.  156. 
Ua/rl  BusseJl  to  Lord  Lyons. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  February  1, 1862. 

My  Lobd:  I  inclose  for  your  information,  and  for  communication  to 
her  Majesty's  consuls  in  the  northern  and  southern  States,  copies  of  the 


*  For  thiB  letter  see  inclosnre  to  the  next  communication. 
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**  Gazette  ^  of  last  evening,  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have 
addressed  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  to  the  several 
secretaries  of  state,  and  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's 
treasury,  signifying  the  Queen's  pleasure  with  regard  to  the  rules  which 
Ihier  Majesty,  with  the  view  of  preserving  a  strict  neutrality,  has  com- 
manded to  be  observed  in  all  ports,  harbors,  roadsteads,  and  waters 
Tvrlthin  her  Majesty's  territorial  jurisdiction,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  existing  hostilities  between  ti^e  United  States  and  the  States  calling 
themselves  the  Confederates  States  of  North  America. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


[Inolosnre.] 

Ea/rl  Bussell  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  January  31, 1862. 

My  Lobds  :  Her  Majesty  being  fully  determined  to  observe  the-duties 
of  neutrality  during  the  existing  hostilities  between  the  United  States 
and  the  States  calUng  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
and  being,  moreover,  resolved  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  use  of 
her  Majesty's  harbors,  ports,  and  coasts,  and  the  waters  within  her  Msg- 
esty's  territorial  jurisdiction,  in  aid  of  the  warlike  purposes  of  either  bel- 
ligerent, has  commanded  me  to  communicate  to  your  lordships,  for  your 
guidance,  the  following  rules,  which  are  to  be  treated  and  enforced  as 
her  Msyesty's  orders  and  directions. 

Her  Majesty  is  pleased  further  to  command  that  these  rules  shall  be 
put  in  force  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  in  the  Channel  Islands,  on  and 
after  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  February  next,  and  in  her  Majesty's  ter- 
ritories and  possessions  beyond  the  seas,  six  days  after  the  day  when 
the  governor  or  other  chief  authority  of  each  of  such  territories  or  posses- 
sions, respectively,  shaU  have  notified  and  published  the  same,  stating  in 
such  notification  that  the  said  rules  are  to  be  obeyed  by  all  persons  within 
the  same  territories  and  possessions. 

1.  During  the  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  between  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  Korth  America  and  the  States  caUing 
themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  or  until  her  Majesty  shaU 
otherwise  order,  no  ships  of  war  or  privateers,  belonging  to  either  of  the 
belligerents,  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  or  remain  in  the  port  of  Nassau, 
or  in  any  other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  except 
by  special  leave  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  or  in 
case  of  stress  of  weather.  K  any  such  vessel  should  enter  any  such  port, 
roadstead,  or  waters,  by  special  leave,  or  under  stress  of  weather,  the 
authorities  of  the  place  shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, without  permitting  her  to  take  in  any  supplies  beyond  what  may  be 
necessary  for  her  immediate  use. 

K  at  the  time  when  this  order  is  first  notified  in  the  Bahama  Islands, 
there  shall  be  any  such  vessel  already  within  any  port,  roadstead,  or 
waters  of  those  islands,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  give  notice  to  such 
vessel  to  depart,  and  shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea  within  such  time  as 
he  shaU,  under  the  circumstances,  consider  prox>er  and  reasonable.  If 
there  shall  t&en  be  ships  of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to  both  the  said 
belligerents  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  M^esty,  in  or  near 
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the  said  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  fix  the 
order  of  time  in  which  such  vessels  shall  depart.  No  such  vessel  of 
either  belligerent  shaU  be  permitted  to  put  to  sea  until  after  the  expira- 
tion of  at  least  twenty-four  hours  fix)m  the  time  when  the  last  preceding 
vessel  of  the  other  belligerent  (whether  the  same  shall  be  a  ship  of  war, 
or  privateer,  or  merchant  ship)  which  shall  have  left  the  same  port^  road- 
stead, or  waters  adjacent  thereto,  shall  have  passed  beyond  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty. 

2.  During  the  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  between  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  the  States  caUing 
themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  all  ships  of  war  and  pri- 
vateers, of  either  belligerent,  are  prohibited  from  making  use  of  any  port 
or  roadstead  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  in 
the  Channel  Islands,  or  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  or  foreign  pos- 
sessions, or  dependencies,  or  of  any  waters  subject  to  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  British  Crown,  as  a  station  or  place  of  resort  for  any  war- 
like purpose,  or  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  any  facilities  of  warlike 
equipment ;  and  no  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  either  belligerent  shall 
hereafter  be  permitted  to  sail  out  of  or  leave  any  port,  roadstead,  or 
waters  subject  to  British  jurisdiction,  from  which  any  vessel  of  the  other 
belligerent  (whether  the  same  shall  be  a  ship  of  war.  a  privateer,  or  a 
merchant  ship)  shall  have  previously  departed,  until  arter  the  expiration 
of  at  least  twenty-four  hours  from  the  departure  of  such  last-mentioned 
vessel  beyond  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty. 

3.  If  any  ship  of  war  or  privateer,  of  either  belligerent,  shall,  after  the 
time  when  this  order  shall  be  first  notified  and  put  in  force  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  in  the  Channel  Islands,  and  in  the  several  colonies,  and 
foreign  possessions,  and  dependencies  of  her  Mj^jesty  respectively,  enter 
any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  either  in  the 
United  Kingdom  or  in  the  Channel  Islands,  or  in  any  of  her  Majesty's 
colonies,  or  foreign  possessions  or  dependencies,  such  vessel  shall  be  re- 
quired to  depart  and  to  put  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hours  after  her 
entrance  into  such  port,  roadstead^  or  waters,  except  in  case  of  stress  of 
weather,  or  of  her  requiring  provisions  or  things  necessary  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  her  crew,  or  repairs,  in  either  of  which  cases  the  authorities 
of  the  port,  or  of  the  nearest  port,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  shall  require  her 
to  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  expiration  of  such  period  of 
twenty-four  hours,  without  permitting  her  to  take  in  supplies  beyond 
what  may  be  necessary  for  her  immediate  use ;  and  no  such  vessel  which 
may  have  been  allowed  to  remain  within  British  waters  for  the  purpose 
of  repair  shall  continue  in  any  such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  for  a 
longer  period  then  twenty-four  hours  after  her  necessary  repairs  shaU 
have  been  completed :  Pravidedj  nevertheless,  that  in  all  cases  in  which 
there  shall  be  any  vessels  (whether  ships  of  war,  privateers,  or  merchant 
ships)  of  both  the  said  belligerent  parties  in  the  said  port,  roadstead,  or 
waters  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Msyesty,  there  shaU  be  an 
interval  of  not  less  than  twenty-four  hours  between  the  departure  there- 
from of  any  such  vessel  (whether  a  ship  of  war,  a  privateer,  or  a  mer- 
ehant-ship)  of  the  one  belligerent,  and  the  subsequent  departure  there- 
from of  any  diip  of  war  or  privateer  of  the  other  belligerent ;  and  the 
times  hereby  limited  for  the  departure  of  such  ships  of  war  and  privateers, 
respectively,  shaU  always,  in  case  of  necessity,  be  extended  so  far  as  may 
be  requisite  for  giving  effect  to  this  proviso,  but  not  farther  or  otherwise, 

4.  JTo  ship  of  war  or  privateer,  of  either  oelligerent,  shall  hereafter  be 
permitted,  while  in  any  porty  roadstead^  or  waters  subject  to  Hie  territo- 
rial jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  to  take  m  any  supplies  except  provisions 


CLAIMS  AGAINST   GREAT  BBITAIK.  351 

and  such  other  things  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  subsistence  of  her 
crew,  and  except  so  much  coal  only  as  may  be  sufficient  to  carry  such 
vessel  to  the  nearest  port  of  her  own  country,  or  to  some  nearer  destina- 
tion ;  and  no  coal  shall  be  again  supplied  to  any  such  ship  of  war  or 
privateer,  in  the  same  or  any  other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  without  special  permission, 
until  after  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  time  when  such  coal 
may  have  been  last  supplied  .to  her  within  British  waters  as  aforesaid. 
I  have,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  232.]  Dbpabtment  of  State, 

WasUngUm,  April  16, 1862. 

Sra :  Your  dispatch  Ko.  137,  the  receipt  of  which  has  already  been 
acknowledged,  is  accompanied  by  a  note  which  was  addressed  to  you  by 
Earl  Eussell,  in  reply  to  your  representations  concerning  the  treatment 
of  the  United  States  ship  of  war  the  Flambeau,  at  Nassau.  The  ap- 
proval of  the  British  government  of  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  in 
that  place  is  regarded  by  the  President  as  unfriendly  towards  a  power 
tiiat  extends  unrestricted  hospitalities  to  the  naval,  as  well  as  the  mer- 
cantile, marine  of  Great  Britain  in  its  ports  and  harbors.  The  grievance 
is  not  sensibly  alleviated  by  the  fact  that  the  government  of  her  Majesty 
are  able  to  reconcile  it  with  a  proclamation  issued  by  her  Majesty  in  May 
last,  conceding  the  rights  of  a  public  belligerent  to  the  insurgents  in 
arms  against  the  United  States.  The  explanation  obliges  us  to  renew 
the  declaration  this  government  has  so  often  made,  that  it  regards  the 
proclamation  itself  as  unnecessary,  unfriendly,  and  injurious. 

The  history  of  the  past  year  is  a  record  of  serious  embarrassments  of 
legitimate  commerce  between  the  two  countries,  resulting  from  the  con- 
cession of  belligerent  naval  rights  to  a  seditious  party  in  the  United 
States  which  has  never  had  control  of  a  single  port  or  harbor  in  its  own 
country.  It  cannot  be  the  desire  of  the  British  government  either  to 
reduce  the  commerce  heretofore  carried  on  between  the  two  countries,  so 
profitably  to  both  of  them,  or  to  suffer  occasional  irritations  to  ripen 
into  fruits  of  animosity  between  them.  You  will,  therefore,  present  the 
inconveniences  complained  of  to  the  notice  of  her  M^'esty's  govemmefit 
as  an  argument  for  the  revision  of  that  proclamation  whenever,  in  the 
exercise  of  your  discretion,  you  shall  think  such  a  revision  can  be  pressed 
for  with  hope  of  a  candid  hearing.  The  review  of  our  military  position, 
nfrhich  I  submit  in  a  collateral  dispatch,  induces  us  to  hope  that  such  a 
time  is  near  at  hand. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ohasles  Fbanots  Adams,  Esq.,  dkc.^  dko.j  die. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adame. 

No.  275.]  .  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  June  23, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  Lieutenant  Charles  Mc- 
Dongal,  of  the  United  States  navy,  dated  April  13, 1862  showing  that^ 
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in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  British  admiralty,  he  had  been  required 
to  remove  ttie  United  States  ship  of  war  Saginaw  from  the  colony  of 
Hong  Kong,  in  China,  and  its  dependencies.  The  interests  of  American 
commerce  in  the  east  require  the  presence  of  American  vessels  there,  and 
with  it  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  maritime  powers.  "No  British 
interest  can  be  injuriously  affected  by  the  presence  of  such  vessels.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  their  presence  is  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  all  the 
western  powers.  You  will  please  make  the  fact  communicated  by  Lieu- 
tenant McDougal  known  to  Earl  Eussell,  as  a  pregnant  illustration  of 
the  unnecessary  and  injurious  operations  of  the  attitude  held  by  the 
British  government  in  regard  to  ^e  insurrection  existing  in  the  United 
States.  We  shall  no  further  urge  a  change  of  that  attitude,  having  ex- 
hausted the  argument.  But  it  ^nll  occur  to  every  one  that  the  American 
people  are  not  likely  to  be  always  satisfied  with  performing  treaty  stip- 
ulations without  reciprocity. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLTAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£o.,  c£o.,  c£o. 

SInclosures  printed  with  dispatch,  N'o.  188,  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sew- 
L,  dated  July  17, 1862,  post] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  188.]  liEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Londoriy  July  17, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Bussell 
in  relation  to  the  course  taken  by  the  harbor-master  of  Hong  Kong 
towards  the  United  States  vessel  the  Saginaw.  Copies  of  the  papers 
inclosed,  with  your  dispatch  (Ko.  275)  of  the  23d  of  June,  relating  to 
that  subject,  accompanied  my  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAM9. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  RtisseU, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  14, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  am  directed  to  lay  before  your  lordship  copies  of  dis- 
patches transmitted  to  me,  touching  the  action  of  the  harbor-master  at 
Hong  Kong,  in  relation  to  the  United  States  steamer  Saginaw.  There 
certainly  does  seem  to  be  a  difference  between  the  treatment  experienced 
by  this  vessel  and  that  applied  to  the  Sumter  in  Gibraltar. 

But,  apart  from  this,  it  is  needless  to  suggest  to  your  lordship  that  the 
presence  of  some  vessel  of  war  in  the  China  seas  is  almost  indispensable 
to  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  American  commerce  in  that  quarter, 
or  that  a  denial  of  any  of  the  ordinary  rights  of  maritime  powers  ope- 
rates with  peculiar  hardship  upon  them  in  this  instance.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  British  interest  could  be  seriously 
affected  by  the  admission  of  such  vessels  to  the  enjoyment  of  tiiem. 
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Thus  far  experience  may  be  said  to  have  shown  it  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  all  the  western,  powers.  Under  these  circumstances  I  have  been 
instructed  simply  to  submit  the  facts  to  the  consideration  of  her  Majes- 
ty's government.  ^ 

Praying  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consid- 
eration, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAiTCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Bjjb&eijl,,  &c.j  d^o.,  &c. 


.  Lieutenant  McDougal  to  Mr.  Welles. 

United  States  Steamer  Saginaw, 

Mamoy  April  13, 1862. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following : 

Hie  anticipated  troubles  with  England  having  subsided,  on  the  19th 
ultimo  I  removed  this  vessel  from  this  place  to  Hong  Kong,  deeming 
Hong  Kong  to  be  the  better  place  for  carrying  out  any  instructions  I 
might  receive  from  the  department  concerning  her. 

On  the  5th  instant  1  received  a  call  from  the  harbor-master,  who  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  been  instructed  to  notify  me  to  remove  the  United 
States  steamer  Saginaw  from  Hong  Kong,  at  tiie  same  time  handing  me 
a  letter  containing  the  notification  and  enclosing  a  proclamation  just 
issued  by  the  governor,  all  of  which  I  inclose. 

There  being  no  other  course  for  me  to  pursue  than  that  of  complying 
with  the  requirements  made,  on  the  10th  instant  I  got  under  way  and 
steamed  over  to  this  place,  where  I  shall  await  instructions  from  the 
department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  J.  McDOUGAL, 
Lieut  U,  8.  JSfavy^  in  charge  of  U.  8.  8teamer  8aginaio. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8ecretary  qf  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  0. 


The  Sarhor-Master  at  Mong  Kong  to  Lieutenant  McIhugaL 

No.  3.J  Haeboe-Masteb's  Office, 

Hoi^g  Kong,  April  4, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  proclamation  issued  by  Ins  excel- 
lency the  governor,  having  reference  to  the  hostilities  which  are  now  car- 
ried on  between  the  States  of  North  America,  which  have  seceded  from 
the  Union,  and  those  which  adhere  to  it,  and,  in  compliance  with  its  pro- 
visions, beg  to  request  you  will  be  good  enough  to  remove  the  United 
States  sloop  of  war  Saginaw,  under  your  command,  from  the  colony  6f 
Hong  Kong  and  its  dependencies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  THOMSBTT,  Harbor-Master,  die. 

The  Offices  CoMMAXDiNa 

United  States  sloop  of  war  Saginaw. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  198.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

•  Londoriy  July  31, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  more  notes,  which 
have  been  exchanged  here  since  my  last  dispatch,  (No.  188^  touchinix 
the  case  of  the  United  States  steamer  Saginaw  and  her  warning  to  leave 
the  port  of  Hong  Kong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewab*), 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  RtLsaell  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  JtOy  25, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  14th  instant,  in  which  you  call  attention  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  United  States  steamer  Saginaw  had  been  required  to  quit  the 
harbor  of  Hong  Kong,  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  her  Majesty's 
proclamation  of  the  31st  of  January  last.  You  draw,  at  the  same  time, 
a  comparison  between  the  course  thus  adopted  towards  the  Saginaw 
and  that  which  had  been  followed  with  regard  to  the  Sumter,  at 
Gibraltar. 

I  have,  in  reply,  to  observe  that  the  diflference  between  the  circum- 
stances of  the  two  cases  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  Sumter  was  in  the  waters 
of  Gibraltar  before  the  proclamation  had  been  issued  by  her  Majesty's 
government,  whereas  it  appears  that  the  Saginaw  went  to  Hong  Kong 
subsequently  to  its  issue. 

In  framing  the  regulations  contained  in  the  proclamation,  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  have  acted  on  the  principle  of  impartiality,  but  the 
effect  has  been  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  United  States  cruisers 
and  to  the  disadvantage  of  those  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Ghables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  d^c,  c£c. 


Jfr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusseU, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  28, 1862.  • 

My  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note 
of  the  25th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  14th,  touching  the  case  of 
the  United  States  steamer  Saginaw.  In  reply  to  my  suggestion  of  a 
seeming  difference  of  treatment  experienced  at  Gibraltar  in  the  case  of 
the  Sumter,  and  at  Hong  Kong  in  the  case  of  that  vessel,  your  lordship 
remarks  that  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  Sumter  was  in  the 
waters  of  Gibraltar  before  the  proclamation  had  been  issued,  whereas 
the  Sa^ginaw  went  to  Hong  Kong  subsequently  to  its  issue. 
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K  by  this  it  be  understood  that  the  date  of  issue  of  the  prodamation 
in  London  is  the  rule  applied  to  vessels  happening  to  be  at  the  most 
remote  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  I  must  admit  that  these  two  cases 
are  not  precisely  parallel.  My  impression  had  been  that  that  paper  was 
not  designed  to  have  a  retroactive  operation,  but  that  it  went  into  eflfect, 
as  is  often  the  case  in  treaties,  from  the  date  of  reception  and  notice  by 
the  local  government  of  the  distant  colony  to  which  it  was  to  apply. 
In  that  view,  it  would  seem  that  the  Saginaw  had  arrived  at  Hong  Kong 
more  than  a  fortnight  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  governor's  proclamation* 

In  making  the  representation  respecting  the  case  of  the  Saginaw,  it 
was  not,  however,  my  desire  to  raise  this  question  as  one  of  primary 
importance.  I  rather  wished  to  point  out  the  exceptional  nature  of  the 
China  seas,  in  which  all  commercial  nations  seem  to  have  a  common 
interest  in  rendering  to  each  other,  so  far  as  possible,  a  mutual  support. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELBS  FRAlSrOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  cfo.,  &o^  dto. 


Mr*  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

4 

No.  324.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtanj  August  14, 1862. 

Sra :  Tour  dispatch  of  July  Slst  (No.  198)  is  before  me.  I  confess  my 
surprise  at  the  hesitation  of  the  British  government  in  regard  to  admit- 
ting our  cruisers  into  their  ports  in  China.  The  Chinese  are  engaged  in 
civS  war,  which  threatens  the  safety  of  not  only  all  western  commerce 
but  of  the  foreign  residents,  of  whatever  country,  in  China.  Practically, 
and  by  force  of  circumstances,  we  are  aUies  with  the  British  in  protecting 
that  commerce,  and  aU  those  residents,  against  the  belligerent  parties ; 
there  never  has  been,  and  I  feel  quite  assured  that  there  never  will  be,  an 
insurgent  American  vessel  of  any  kind  in  the  Chinese  seas.  The  ex- 
chision  of  our  vessels,  therefore,  seems  unnecessary  upon  any  ground 
that  the  British  government  has  assumed,  while  it  is  injurious  to  Great 
Britain  and  other  wester  natiohs,  as  well  as  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8BWAED. 

Chables  Fbakois  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  dbo.^  Ac. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  534. J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

XofuioH,  Novemher  13;  1863. 

Sib:  •  •  •  •  • 

My  attention  has  been  already  called  to  the  existence  of  the  joint 

application  of  the  British  and  French  authorities  to  the  United  States, 

alluded  to  in  the  copy  of  your  dispatch  to  Mr.  Dayton,  which  accom» 

panied  your  "So.  741,  and  to  the  possibility  of  mak&g  use. of  it  in  the 
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present  emergency.  The  difficulty  is  that  the  answer  is  too  obvious, 
The  request  was  to  refiise  to  receive  privateers.  The  two  governments 
affect  to  consider  the  vessels  now  complained  of  as  war  ships,  commis- 
sioned by  a  belligerent  power.  Not  to  receive  them  would  involve  the 
necessity  of  refining  to  receive  those  of  the  United  States,  or  else  of 
appearing  to  depart  from  the  declared  neutrality. 

The  original  error,  committed  in  a  hasty  and  unqualified  recognition 
of  the  rebels  as  a  belligerent,  is  what  vitiates  all  the  later  policy  of  both 
these  powers,  and  entangles  Great  Britain  more  especially  in  the  diffi- 
culties growing  out  of  the  necessity  to  recognize  these  vessels,  equipped 
and  manned  iu  her  own  ports,  in  defiance  of  her  own  laws,  as  the  navy 
of  a  foreign  power. 

There  has  been  little  done  in  the  Alexandra  case  this  week,  beyond 
the  assignment  of  Tuesday  next,  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  as  the  time 
to  hear  the  law  officers  of  the  crown  on  the  motion  for  a  new  trial. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAIfCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Seciretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  << North  America/'  No.  1, 1863,  p.  41.] 

No.  46. 
Sari  Bu88ell  to  Lord  Lyons, 

9 

[Extract.]    . 

FosEiaN  Office,  ITovember  28, 1862. 

Although  the  matter  to  which  I  now  refer  is  not  of  recent  date,  I  think 
it  as  well  that  a  formal  record  should  exist  of  the  language  held  by 
Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  a  conversation  wMch  took  place 
in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  when  the  United  States  steamer 
'^Tuscarora''  and  the  confederate  steamer  <<  STashville''  were  in  BiitLsh 
waters. 

Lord  Palmerston  stated  to  Mr.  Adams,  on  tiie  occasion  in  question, 
that  her  Mi^esty's  government  could  not  permit  any  iuterference  with 
any  vessel,  British  or  foreign,  within  British  waters;  that  with  regard 
to  vessels  met  with  at  sea,  her  Msyesty's  government  did  not  mea^  to 
dispute  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  United  States  ships  of  war  to  search 
them,  but  that  the  exercise  of  that  right,  and  the  right  of  detention  in  cer> 
tain  conditions,  must  in  each  case  be  dealt  with  according  to  tihe  circum- 
stances of  the  case;  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  discuss 
such  matters  then,  because  they  were  not  in  point;  but  that  it  would 
not  do  for  the  United  States  ships  to  harrass  British  commerce  on  the 
high  seas,  under  pretence  of  preventing  the  confederates  from  receiving 
things  that  are  contraband  of  war. 

I  took  an  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  Mr.  Adams  the  account  which 
Lord  Palmerston  had  given  me  of  the  language  which  he  had  thus  held, 
and  Mr.  Adams  agreed  in  its  accuracy. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  611.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  10,  1864. 
Sib:  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Times,  of  the  8th  of  March, 
containing  a  report  of  some  remarks  in  Parliatment  the  evening  before, 
on  certain  topics  connected  with  rebel  operations  on  the  ocean.    *    • 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAIifCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  inclosure  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  ISo.  &.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

"So.  871.]  Department  op  State, 

Wa^htngton,  March  11, 1864. 

Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  26th  of  February  (No.  606*)  is  before  me. 
I  learn  from  it  that  on  the  25th  of  February  you  had  a  conversation  with 
EarlBussell  concerning  the  conflicts  and  collisions  which,  during  the 
last  few  months,  have  arisen  out  of  the  abuses  of  neutrality  by  emissa- 
ries of  the  insurgents,  and  their  abettors  in  British  ports  and  provinces. 
It  is  an  occasion  of  sincere  regret  that  the  conversation  was  necessarily 
a  humed  one,  and  that  it  did  not  encourage  us  to  expect  a  remedy  for 
the  evils  which  were  discussed.  This  regret  is  increased  by  the 
announcement  of  two  important  events  bearing  upon  the  subject:  First, 
that  her  Majesty's  government  have  reversed  their  decision  in  the  case 
of  the  Tuscaloosa  and  ordered  her  to  be  set  at  liberty,  after  having  pre- 
viously determined  that  she  should  be  detained  and  given  up  to  her 
American  owners ;  and,  secondly^  that  the  judicial  authorities  of  ^ew 
Brunswick  have  released  the  pu*ates  of  the  Chesapeake,  who  were 
arrested  at  St.  John's,  and  have  declined  to  give  them  up  upon  the 
requisition  of  this  government  under  the  treaty  for  extradition.  The 
explanation  which  Lord  Lyons  has  given  us  of  the  first  decision  is,  that 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  hold  that  although  the  Tuscaloosa  might 
have  been  lawfully  detained  under  orders  which  had  recently  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  cape,  yet  that,  bs  she  had  once  before  those  orders  visited 
the  cape,  and  had  been  permitted  to  depart^  she  might  reasonably  have 
supposed  that  she  would  be  again  received  m  the  same  way,  and^  there- 
fore, that  she  ought  not  to  have  been  seized  and  detained  on  this  occa- 
sion, without  previous  notice  of  the  new  orders. 

In  regard  to  the  other  case^  we  learn  that  the  decision  which  operates 
against  us  as  a  defeat  of  justice,  rests  upon  legal  objections  entertaraed 
by  the  court.  Thus  in  these  cases,  as  in  those  of  the  Alabama,  the 
Alexandra,  and  the  steam  rams  at  Lairds'  ship  yard,  we  meet  disap- 
pointments at  every  stage  and  constantly  increasing  embarrassments, 
resulting  from  judicial  or  executive  interpretation  of  municipal  law  or 
the  law  of  nations,  under  which  active  and  restless  enemies,  without  a 
port  or  lawful  ship,  save  to  themselves  privileges  as  a  naval  belligerent 
in  the  neutral  ports  of  Great  Britain. 
_ • 

*  [Printed  nixder  the  head  of  "  The  Alabama/'] 
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The  government  of  the  United  States  cherish  a  profound  respect  for 
the  government  of  Great  Britain,  and  we  entertain  as  much  deference 
towards  the  judicial  and  legal  authorities,  of  that  country  as  any  ag- 
grieved nation  has  ever  conceded  to  the  tribunals  of  the  aggrieving 
party.  But  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  such  respect  and  confidence 
will  be  effective  enough  to  induce  a  great  commercial  nation  to  acquiesce 
in,  and  submit  to,  a  practical  destruction  of  its  navigation  and  to  injuri- 
ous and  dangerous  assaults  upon  its  domestic  peace,  in  violation  of  all 
previous  principles  of  maritime  law.  For  this  reason,  the  government 
of  the  United  States  has  not  at  any  time  thought  it  proper  or  wise  to 
foUow  the  British  courts  and  coimselors  of  the  Crown,  like  a  private 
litigant,  and  successively  modify  its  appeals  and  remonstrances  in  con- 
formity to  successive  orders,  decrees  and  judgments  of  British  tribunals, 
which,  as  we  think,  necessarily  partake  of  the  uncertainty  and  caprice 
incident  everywhere  to  the  civil  administration  of  justice.  On  the  con- 
trary, tilie  United  States  have  constantiy  referred  themselves  to  the 
wisdom  and  magnanimity  of  her  Msyesty's  executive  government,  who 
are  exclusively  charged  by  the  British  nation  with  the  duty  of  regula- 
ting its  intercourse  and  maintaining  peace  and  harmony  with  foreign 
states. 

It  was  seen,  ^  we  thought,  early  in  the  month  of  December  last,  that 
British  ports,  at  home  and  abroad,  situate  in  a  line  that  extends  through 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  earth,  were  becoming  a  base  for  operations 
hostile  and  dangerous  to  the  United  States.  The  constantly  growing 
evidences  of  this  painftd  condition  of  things  have  been  presented  by 
you  to  her  Majesty's  government,  with  a  fullness  and  directness  that  have 
perhaps  tried  the  patience  of  Great  Britain.  There  was  a  special  class 
of  evidence  having  the  same  practical  tendency  which  fell  within  the 
direct  observation  of  her  Majesty's  government,  namely,  the  multiplied 
complaints  preferred  to  them  by  subjects  of  the  Queen,  of  rigor  and 
severity  incurred  by  them,  at  the  hands  of  this  government,  in  maintain- 
ing the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States.  It  has  oeen  respect- 
fully submitted  to  herM^esty's  government  that  the  condition  of  things 
thus  disclosed,  which  our  experience  shows  to  be  little  less  than  actual 
war,  but  which  prudent  statesmen  may,  nevertheless,  truly  regard  as  a 
prelude  to  unmeditated  war,  has  resulted  from  no  proceeding  of  the  gov- 
ernment or  people  of  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain  or  her 
subjects,  but  has,  on  the  contrary,  restdted  from  the  policy  which  Great 
Britain  has  adopted,  and  the  proceedings  which  her  subjects  have  prac- 
ticed in  regard  to  the  United  States.  We  remonstrated  against  that 
policy  at  every  stage  of  its  development,  and  expressed  our  conviction 
that  it  would  be  followed  only  by  complications  such  as  are  now  deplored. 
At  the  same  time,  we  have  abstained  from  demanding  or  suggesting  to 
her  Majesty's  government  any  particular  form  of  remedy ;  and  we  rested 
satisfied  with  asking  that  government  to  do  something  which  would 
relieve  the  painful  situation  into  which  the  country  had  been  brought. 
This  course  was  adopted  because  it  was  thought  to  be  one  which  was 
entirely  consistent  with  the  honor  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the 
respect  which  they  owe  to  Great  Britain.  Earl  Russell  in  his  conversa- 
tion with  you,  as  we  understand  it,  has  given  you  no  reason  to  hope  that 
anything  whatever  will  be  done.  The  United  States  are  not  disposed 
to  attribute  this  attitude  to  any  sentiment  of  injustice  or  unfriendliness 
on  the  part  of  that  government;  they  willingly  assume  that  it  results 
from  the  difficulty  of  fixing  the  national  attention  upon  a  new  and  annoy- 
iifg  foreign  question,  and  securing  for  it  tlie  serious  consideration  which 
is  required.    However  this  may  be,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  accept  the 
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situation  as  it  is,  and  to  decide  upon  the  farther  course  of  this  govern- 
ment in  regard  to  it.  You  are,  therefore,  informed  that  it -will  be  agree- 
able to  the  President  if  her  Majesty's  government,  instead  of  dismissing 
our  complaint,  will  continue  to  hold  it  under  consideration  with  a  desire 
to  find  some  change  of  policy  which  shall  tend  to  prevent  the  further 
commission  of  injuries  against  the  United  States  by  British  subject-s  or 
American  insurgents  going  from  British  ports  or  possessions. 

The  President,  while  maintaining  the  rights  and  authority  of  the 
United  States,  and  guarding  against  the  dangers  of  the  situation,  will 
nevertheless  continue  to  consider  with  candor  and  to  act  with  justice 
upon  the  increasing  mass  of  complaints  which  her  Majesty's  minister 
here  is  instructed  to  present  for  investigation  and  redress.  *  The  Presi- 
dent will,  moreover,  exercise  his  influence  to  prevent  the  growth  of 
injurious  and  retaliatory  proceedings  against  Great  Britain.  But  he 
thinks  it  proper  to  say  that  he  believes  that  he  possesses  no  influence 
adequate  to  induce  satisfaction  or  contentment  with  the  condition  of 
afSoirs  as  it  now  exists. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILUAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Gharuss  Frangi^  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  c£o.,  dc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  669.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londofij  April  22, 1864. 

Snt :  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Burlingame,  at  PeMng^  by  way  of  Ir- 
kutsk, a  telegram  dated  the  24th  of  March,  to  the  following  effect :, 

^^  Inform  them  at  Washington  that  the  Chinese  government,  on  my 
demand,  has  issued  a  proclamation  forbidding  the  use  of  the  waters  and 
harbors  of  China  to  the  confederate  cruisers,  as  well  as  to  furnish  them 
any  supplies.'^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FRAKCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  721.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  16,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  this  day  received 
from  Lord  Russell,  with  a  printed  inclosure,  being  an  extract  from  the 
London  G-azette  of  the  15th  of  December,  1863.  I  annex  a  copy  of  my 
note  in  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Lard  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams* 

FoBEiGN  Office,  June  15, 1864. 

Sib  :  The  regulations  issued  by  her  Mjgesty  on  the  Slst  of  January, 
1862,'  for  the  preservation  of  neutrality  during  the  existing  hostilities  in 
North  America,  prescribe,  as  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  that  no  ship  of 
war  or  privateer,  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerents,  shall  enter  or 
remain  in  the  port  of  Nassau,  or  any  other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  of 
the  Bahama  islands,  except  by  special  leave  of  the  lieutenant  governor, 
or  in  case  of  stress  of  weather.  It  is,  therefore,  with  regret  that  I  have 
to  St  ite  that  it  has  been  represented  to  her  Majesty^s  government  that 
vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  United  States  are  in  the  habit  of  resorting 
to  the  more  distant  and  least  populous  of  the  Bahama  out-islands  in  dis- 
regard of  those  regulations. 

I  beg  leave  to  instance  the  case  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Tioga, 
which  is  reported  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  have  anchored  without 
permission  in  the  roadstead  of  Bimini  on  the  12th  of  April  last.  On 
that  occasion  a  boat  rowing  eight  oars,  and  having  several  officers  in 
her,  proceeded  for  the  shore,  and  when  they  were  met  by  the  police 
magistrate  of  Abaco,  who  represented  to  them  that  their  presence  there 
was  contrary  to  the  Queen's  regulations,  they  are  stated  to  have  expostu- 
lated, and  to  have  asserted  that  they  were  permitted  to  remain  there 
twenty-four  hours. 

This  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Tioga  could 
not,  however,  be  excused  on  the  ground  of  ignorance  of  the  Queen's 
regulations,  for  it  appears  that  the  commander's  attention  had  been  called 
to  these  regulations  a  short  time  before,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Tioga's 
having  entered  Little  Harbor,  Abaco;  neither  could  it  be  justified  on 
the  score  of  stress  of  weather,  aB  the  weather  at  Bimini  on  the  12th  of 
April  last  is  stated  to  have  been  '^delightfully  fine." 

It  has  been  further  represented  to  her  M^esty's  government  that  this 
particular  gunboat  has  made  frequent  visits  to  the  Bahama  out-islands 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  supplies ;  and  even  admitting  that  advan- 
tage has  not  been  taken  of  these  visits  to  commit  acts  inconsistent  with 
her  Majesty's  neutrality,  these  visits  are  not  the  less  a  violation  of  the 
.  Queen's  regulations,  and  as  such  are  deserving  of  reprehension. 

I  must,  therefore,  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  government  to  this  subject ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  copies  of  ttie  regulations  referred  to,  to  which  is  appended  an 
explanatory  instruction,  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  colonies 
on  the  6th  of  October  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration^  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Ohables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c,^  &c.y  &c. 


[Extract  from  the  London  Gazette  of  the  15th  of  December,  1863.] 

FoBEiaN  Office,  Becemher  15, 1863. 

Copies  of  a  letter  from  Earl  Russell  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty,  and  of  a  dispatch  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  the  governor 
oS.  the  Bahamas : 

FoBEiaN  Office,  January  31, 1862. 

My  Lords    Her  Miyesty  being  ftdly  detennined  to  observe  the  duties 
y  during  the  existing  hostilities  between  the  United  States 
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and  the  States  calling  themselves  the  '^  Confederate  States  of  America," 
and  being,  moreover,  resolved  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  use  of 
her  Majesty's  harbors,  ports,  and  coasts,  and  the  waters  within 'her 
Majesty's  territorial  jurisdiction,  in  aid  of  the  warlike  purposes  of  either 
belligerent,  has  co.iimanded  me  to  commiuiicate  to  your  lordships,  for 
your  guidance,  the  following  rules;  which  are  to  be  treated  and  enforced 
as  her  Majesty's  orders  and  directions : 

Her  Majesty  is  pleased  further  to  command  that  these  rules  shall  be 
put  in  force  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  the  Channel  islands  on  and 
after  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  February  next,  and  in  her  Mjgesty's  ter- 
ritories and  possessions  beyond  the  seas,  six  days  after  the  day  when 
the  governor  or  other  chief  authority  of  each  of  such  territories  or 
possessions,  respectively,  shall  have  notified  and  published  the  same, 
stating  in  such  notification  that  the  said  rules  are  to  be  obeyed  by  all 
persons  within  the  same  territories  and  possessions. 

I.  During  the  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  between  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  Kotth  America  and  the  States 
calling  themselves  "  the  Confederate  States  of  America,"  or  until  her 
Majesty  shall  otherwise  order,  no  ship  of  war  or  privateer,  belonging  to 
either  of  the  belligerents,  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  or  remain  in  the 
port  of  Kassau,  or  in  any  other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  of  the 
Bahama  Islands,  except  by  special  leave  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of 
the  Bahama  Islands,  or  in  case  of  stress  of  weather.  K  any  such 
vessel  should  enter  any  such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  by  special 
leave,  or  under  stress  of  weather,  the  authorities  of  the  place  shall 
require  her  to  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible,  without  permitting  her  to 
take  in  any  supplies  beyond  what  may  be  necessary  for  her  immediate 
use. 

If,  at  the  time  when  this  order  is  first  notified  in  the  Bahama  Islands, 
there  shall  be  any  such  vessel  already  within  any  port,  roadstead,  or 
waters  of  those  islands,  the  lieutenant  governor  shaU  give  notice  to 
such  vessel  to  depart,  and  shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea,  within  such 
time  as  he  shall,  under  the  circumstances,  consider  proper  and  reason- 
able.* If  there  shall  then  be  ships  of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to 
both  the  said  belligerents  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her 
Majesty,  in  or  near  the  same  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  the  lieutenant 
governor  shall  fix  the  order  of  time  in  which  such  vessels  shall  depart. 
§"0  such  vessel  of  either  belligerent  shall  be  permitted  to  put  to  sea 
until  after  the  expiration  of  at  least  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time 
when  the  last  preceding  vessel  of  the  other  belligerent  (whether  the 
same  shall  be  a  ship  of  war,  or  privateer,  or  merchant  i^ip)  which  shall 
have  left  the  same  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  or  waters  adjacent 
thereto,  shall  have  passed  beyond  tne  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her 
Majesty. 

n.  During  the  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  between  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  !N"orth  Ameiica  and  the  States 
calling  themselves  "  the  Confederate  States  of  America,"  all  ships  of 
war  and  privateers,  of  either  belligerent,  are  prohibited  from  making  use 
of  any  port  or  roadstead  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  or  in  the  Channel  Islands,  or  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  ^ 
or  foreign  possessions  or  dependencies,  or  of  any  waters  subject  to  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  British  crown,  as  a  station  or  place  of 
resort  for  any  warlike  purpose,  or  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  any  facili- 
ties of  warlike  equipment  j  and  no  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  either 
belligerent  shall  hereafter  be  permitted  to  sail  out  of  or  leave  any  port, 
roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to  British  jurisdiction,  from  which  any 
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vessel  of  the  other  belligerent  (whether  the  same  shall  be  a  ship  of  war, 
a  pnvateer,  or  a  merchant  ship)  shall  have  previously  depai1;ed,  until 
after  the  expiration  of  at  least  twenty-four  hours  from  the  departure  of 
such  last-mentioned  vessel  beyond  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her 
Majesty. 

in.  If  any  ship  of  war  or  privateer,  of  either  belligerent,  shall,  after 
the  time  when  this  order  shall  be  first  notified  and  put  in  force  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  in  ]bhe  Channel  Islands,  and  in  the  several  colonies 
and  foreign  possessions  and  dependencies  of  her  Majesty,  respectively, 
enter  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  belonging  tp  her  Mjg^sty,  eiflier  in 
the  United  Kingdom  or  in  the  Channel  Islands,  or  in  any  of  her 
Majesty's  colonies  or  foreign  possessions  or  dependencies,  such  vessel 
shall  be  required  to  depart  and  to  put  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  her  entrance  into  such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  except  in  case  of 
stress  of  weather,  or  of  her  requiring  provisions  or  things  necessary  for 
the  subsistence  of  her  crew  or  repairs ;  in  either  of  which  cases  the 
authorities  of  the  port,  or  of  the  nearest  port,  (as  the  case  may  be,) 
shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  expiration  of 
such  period  of  twenty-four  hours,  without  permitting  her  to  take  in 
supplies  beyond  what  may  be  necessary  for  her  immediate  use ;  and  no 
such  vessel,  which  may  have  been  allowed  to  remain  within  British 
waters  for  the  purpose  of  repair,  shall  continue  in  any  such  port, 
roadstead,  or  waters  for  a  longer  period  than  twenty-four  hours  after 
her  necessary  repairs  shall  have  been  completed:  Provided^  nexferthe- 
lesSy  That  in  all  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  any  vessels  (whether  ships 
of  war,  privateers,  or  merchant  ships)  of  both  the  said  belligerent 
parties  in  the  same  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  within  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  her  M^'esty,  there  shall  be  an  interval  of  not  less  than 
twenty-four  hours  between  the  departure  therefrom  Of  any  such  vessel 
(whether  a  ship  of  war,  a  privateer,  or  a  merchant  ship)  of  the  one 
belligerent,  and  the  subsequent  departure  therefrom  of  any  ship  of  war 
or  privateer  of  the  other  belligerent;  and  the  times,  hereby  limited,  for 
the  departure  of  such  ships  of  war  and  privateers,  respectively^  shall 
always,  in  case  of  necessity,  be  extended,  so  far  as  may  be  requisite  for 
giving  effect  to  this  proviso^  but  not  further  or  otherwise. 

IV.  No  ship  of  war  or  pnvateer  of  either  belligerent  shall  hereafter 
be  permitted,  while  in  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Msgesty,  to  take  in  any  supplies,  except 
provisions  and  such  other  things  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  subsistence 
of  her  crew,  and  except  so  much  coal  only  as  may  be  sufficient  to  carry 
such  vessel  to  the  nearest  port  of  her  own  country,  or  to  some  nearer 
destination ;  and  no  coal  shall  be  again  supplied  to  any  such  ship  of  war 
or  privateer  in  the  same  or  any  other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject 
to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Mjyesty,  without  special  permission, 
until  after  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  time  when  such  coal 
may  have  been  last  supplied  to  her  within  British  waters  as  aforesaid. 
I  have,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 

Note. — A  similar  letter  has  been  addressed  to  the  secretaries  of  state 
for  the  home,  colonial,  war,  and  India  departments,  and  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury. 
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Downing  Street,  October  6, 1863. 

Sir  :  Doubts  having  been  expressed  as  to  whether,  under  the  regula- 
tions of  the  3l8t  January,  1863,  which  were  embodied  in  a  proclamation 
issued  by  you  on  the  11th  March  following,  it  is  required  that  the 
commander  of  a  belligerent  ship  of  war  or  privateer  should  obtain  the 
X)ermission  of  the  local  authorities  before  entering  the  ports,  roadsteads, 
or  waters  of  the  Bahama  out-islands,  when  the  governor  is  not  there 
present,  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  Earl  EusseU  has  t^U^en  her  Msyesliy's 
pleasure  thereupon,  and  you  are  to  understand  that  at  the  ports  of  the 
out-islands,  as  at  Nassau,  the  special  leave  of  the  governor  himself  is 
required  (unless  in  stress  of  weather)  by  any  belligerent  vessel  desiring 
to  enter,  with  this  exception  only :  that  in  cases  of  grave  emergency 
and  real  necessity  and  distress,  such  as  a  sailing  vessel  being  dismasted, 
or  accident  happening  to  the  machinery  of  a  steam  vessel,  the  vessel 
may  enter  the  ports,  roadsteads,  or  waters,  on  obtaining  leave  from  a 
resident  officer,  to  whom  the  governor  shall  have  delegated  his  author- 
ity in  that  behal£ 

With  a  view  to  give  effect  to  her  Majesty's  intentions,  ^ou  will  be 
pleased  to  convey  to  the  officers  in  the  out-islands  to  whom  it  may  best 
be  confided  the  autliority  in  question,  taking  care  to  communicate  to 
them  copies  of  the  regulations  of  the  31st  Janusuy,  1862,  and  calling 
their  especial  attention  to  the  limits  of  the  authori^  delegated,  and  to 
that  clause  of  the  regulations  of  31st  January,  1862,  in  which  it  is 
directed  that  vessels  entering  under  stress  of  weather,  or  by  special 
leave,  shaU  be  required  to  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have,  &c., 

NEWCASTLE. 

Grovemor  Bayley,  0.  B.,  cfco.,  cfec,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  of' the  United  States, 
^  London^  June  16, 1864. 

My  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  15th  instant,  in  relation  to  certain  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  United  States  gunboat  Tioga,  at  the  Bahama  Islands, 
represented  to  be  in  violation  of  the  regulations  made  by  her  Majesty's 
government  in  regard  to  the  reception  at  the  ports  in  those  islands,  of 
vessels  engaged  in  the  present  war  in  America,  two  printed  copies  of 
which  have  been  at  the  same  time  famished  to  me,  with  a  request  that  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  my  government  to  the  subject. 

In  accordance  with  your  lordship^s  desire,  I  shall  seize  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  transmit  this  representation  to  my  government,  from  whom  I 
do  not  doubt  that  the  subject  will  meet  with  the  most  prompt  consider- 
ation. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant 

'  GHABLES  FBANGIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.'EASL  Bttssell,  dte.,  <£o.,  <£& 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  723.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londanj  June  17, 1864. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  two  papers*  just  issued 
by  her  Majesty's  government ;  one  being  ^^  instructions  to  governors  of 
colonies,  respecting  the  treatment  of  prizes  captured  by  federal  or  con- 
federate cruisers  if  brought  into  British  waters ;"  and  the  other,  a  return 
of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  American  vessels  sold  to  British  subjects 
in  the  year  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Cireular  instructions  to  governors  of  colonies  respecting  the  treatment  of 
prizes  captured  by  federal  or  confederate  cruisers  if  brought  into  British 
icaters. 

Downing  Steeet,  June  2, 1864. 

Sm :  I  think  it  well  to  communicate  to  you  the  decisions  at  which  her 
Majesty's  government  have  arrived  on  certain  questions  which  have 
arisen  respecting  the  treatment  of  prizes  captured  by  federal  or  con- 
federate cruisers  if  brought  into  British  waters. 

1.  If  any  prize  captured  by  a  ship  jof  war,  of  either  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  shall  be  brought  by  the  captors  within  her  Majesty's  jurisdiction, 
notice  shall  be  given  by  the  governor  to  the  captors  immediately  to 
depart  and  remove  such  prize. 

2.  A  vessel  which  shall  have  been  actually  and  bona  fide  converted 
into  and  used  as  a  public  vessel  of  war  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a 
prize  within  the  meaning  of  these  rules. 

3.  If  any  prize  shall  be  brought  within  her  Migesty's  jurisdiction 
through  mere  stress  of  weather,  or  other  extreme  and  unavoidable 
necessity,  the  governor  may  allow  for  her  removal  such  time  as  he  may 
consider  to  be  necessary. 

4.  If  any  prize  diall  not  be  removed  at  the  time  prescribed  to  the  cap- 
tors by  the  governor,  the  governor  may  detain  such  prize  until  her 
Migesfy's  pleasure  shall  be  made  known. 

5.  K  any  prize  shall  have  been  captured  by  any  violation  of  the  ter- 
ritory or  territorial  waters  of  her  Majesty,  the  governor  may  detain  such 
prize  until  her  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  made  known. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any 
addition  to  the  instructions  already  given  with  respect  to  cargoes,  viz., 
that  her  Majesty's  orders  apply  as  much  to  prize  cargoes  of  every  kind 
which  maybe  brought  by  any  armed  ships  or  privateers  of  either  belliger- 
ent into  British  waters  as  to  the  captui^  vessels  themselves.  They  do 
not,  however,  apply  to  any  articles  which  may  have  formed  part  of 
any  such  cargoes  if  brought  within  British  jurisdiction,  not  by  anned 
ships  or  privateers  of  either  belligerent,  but  by  other  persons  who 
may  have  acquired  or  may  claim  property  in  them  by  reason  of  any 
dealings  with  the  captors. 

These  rules  are  for  the  guidance  of  the  executive  authority,  and  are 

- 

*  Second  inclosure  omitted. 
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not  intended  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  process  of  any  court  of 
justice. 

I  haVe,  &c.) 

EDWAED  CAEDWELL. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  September  9, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  been  requested  by  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor 
of  Nova  Scotia  to  acquaint  you  with  the  inclosed  orders  ill  council, 
directing  that  vessels-of-war  of  the  United  States  of  America^  or  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States,  entering  or  approaching  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  harbor  of  Halifax,  shall  in  future  anchor  in  the  usual 
man-of-war  anchorage  abreast  of  the  naval  yard. 

I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  would  be  good  enough  to  cause  this 
order  to  be  made  generally  knovm  to  all  commanders  of  federal  cruisers 
likely  to  visit  that  port. 

It  has  been  adopted  solely  with  a  view  of  carrying  out  in  the  most 
impartial  manner  the  orders  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  for  the  observance 
of  a  strict  neutrality  toward  both  belligerents,  and  I  feel  convinced  that 
the  federal  authorities  will  be  happy  to  afford  every  assistance  toward 
effecting  that  object. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HXJME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  dtc,  (bc.j  &o. 


Orders  m  council. 

GovEBNMENT  HousB,  August  29, 1864. 

[Extract  from  minutes.] 
BXECUTIVE  COITNCIL. 

Present :  His  excellency  Sir  Eichard  Graves  Macdonnell,  O.  B.,  lieu- 
tenant govemor^&c,  &c.,  &c. ;  the  Honorable  Charles  Tupper,  provin- 
cial secretary ;  Honorable  W.  A.  Henry,  attorney  general ;  Honorable 
James  McNab,  receiver  general ;  Honorable  Isaac  Le  Yesconte,  financial 
secretary ;  Honorable  S.  Leonard  Shannon. 

It  is  orderly  That  if  any  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  the  United  States 
of  -America,  or  of  the  States  c^ling  themselves  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  shall  come  into  the  port  of  Halifax,  or  within  .the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty  in  the  vicinity  of  the  said  port,  every  such 
vessel  of  war  or  privateer  aforesaid  shall  immediately  come  to  anchor  off 
the  naval  yard,  unless  prevented  by  stress  of  weather ;  and  in  the  latter 
event,  shall  be  required  to  anchor  as  aforesaid  as  soon  as  the  weather 
will  permit. 

Pilots  and  all  other  ofi^cers  of  the  port  are  commanded  fon  boarding 
or  hailing  any  such  ship  or  privateer)  to  communicate  tne  foregoing 
order  to  the  chief  officer  on  duty  of  every  ship  of  war  or  privateer  afore- 
said. 

A  true  copy: 

JAMES  H.  THOEKB, 
Clerh  Hxecutive  Oownoil. 
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Mr.  Burnley  ip  Mr,  Seward, 

Washington,  September  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of  a  notifi- 
cation issued  ^bj  her  Ms^esty's  government  prohibiting  any  ship  of  war, 
belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent  powers  in  North  America,  beings 
dismantled  or  sold  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLBY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfec,  <fcc.,  &c. 


[From  the  London  Gazette  9  September,  1864.] 

FoBEiGN  Offioe,  Septetkber  8, 1864. 

It  is  hereby  notified  that  her  Ms^jesty  has  been  pleased  to  order,  that 
for  the  future  no  ship  of  war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers of  North  America  shall  be  allowed  to  enter,  or  to  remain,  or  be,  in 
any  of  her  Majesty's  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dismantled  or  sold ; 
and  her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  directions  to  the  commission- 
ers of  her  M^esty's  customs,  and  to  the  governors  of  her  Majesty's  col- 
onies and  foreign  possessions,  to  see  that  this  order  is  properly  carried 
into  effect. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1310.]  Department  op  Sta^b, 

Washtngtofiy  March  20, 1865. 

Sir:  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
2d  of  March,  No.  886,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  Lord  Lyons  has 
retired  Irom  the  legation  here,  on  the  ground  of  iU  healtii^  and  that  the 
vacant  post  has  been  assigned  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce.  Simultaneously 
1  have  received  a  kind  farewell  note  from  Lord  Lyons.  We  give  up  hi^ 
lordship  with  sincere  sorrow  for  the  cause  of  his  resignation,  and  unaf- 
fected regret  upon  the  loss  of  his  labors  in  the  int^est  of  peace  and 
Mendship  between  the  two  nations. 

We  are  prepared  to  receive  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  kindly,  and  to  judge 
him  favorably.  His  name  is  connected,  on  this  continent,  with  the  mem- 
ories of  two  eminently  just  and  liberal  representatives  of  Great  Britain, 
Lord  Ashburton  uid  Lord  Elgin. 

I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  tone  and 
spirit  of  our  discussions  upon  questions  affecting  the  British  nation.  It 
seems  by  no,  means  certain  that  any  course  of  proceeding  is  open  to  us 
which  will  satisfy,  at  once,  the  wishes  of  the  British  nation,  and  at  the 
same  time  command  justly  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  tibe  United 
States. 

I  think,  however,  that  the  manifest  weakness  of  the  rebels  at  home, 
together  with  the  sudden  and  complete  drying  up  of  the  springs  of  ^eir 
credit  in  Europe,  will  tend  to  abate  the  interested  favor  they  have  hith- 
erto enjoyed  there.  Our  recent  modification  of  the  passport  order,  which 
restores  free  intercourse  with  Canada,  and  our  reconsideration  of  the 
motion  to  abrogate  the  restrictions  upon  armaments  upon  tiie  upper 
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lakes,  was  favorably  received  here,  and  they  have  relieved  Canada  of 
apprehensioins  of  hostile  intentions  on  our  part,  without  weakening  her 
resolve  to  maintain  peace  upon  the  border.  I  shall  be  disappointed  if 
these  benign  measures  shall  not  have  a  soothing  influence  in  England. 

The  article  in  the  London  Times  to  which  you  have  called  my  atten- 
tion betrays  a  fatuity  which  inexcusably  exceeds  that  of  the- rebels.  The 
recent  oi>erations  of  Sherman^  Orant,  Sheridan,  Schofleld,  Ganby,  and 
Thomas,  have  fully  satisfied  the  msurgents,  even  though  they  have  fouled  to 
convince  the  Times,  that  this  government  is  not  proposing  an  offensive 
and  defensive  alliance  with  them  to  wage  war  against  Great  Britain  for 
the  conquest  of  Canada.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  while  we  can  safely 
and. justly  disclaim  all  purposes  or  thoughts  of  aggression,  we  cannot 
any  longer  defer  our  claims  for  a  rescinding  of  European  regulations 
which  deny  us  safety  for  our  mercantile  marine  upon  the  ocean,  and  reci- 
procity for  our  navy  in  European  waters. 

You  will  express  my  thauJLS  to  Baron  Brunow  for  his  suggestions. 
We  know  his  motives  to  be  sincere  and  friendly,  and  we  have  great 
respect  for  his  judgment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  cfeo.,  (£o.,  d!c. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Uo.  1350.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washingtouy  April  12, 1865. 

Snt:  I  transmit  herewith  a  printed  copy  of  three  proclamations  of  the 
11th  instant,  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States:  one  relating 
to  the  closing  of  certain  ports  of  entry;  another  supplementary  thereunto 
and  relating  to  the  port  of  Key  West,  in  Florida;  and  a  third  relating  to 
reciprocal  hospitalities  to  the  vessels  of  foreign  navies  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  vessels  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  in  foreign 
ports.  You  will  i)erceive  by  these  proclamations  that  it  is  believed  that 
the  time  has  arrived  when  the  United  States  (whatever  claim  or  pretense 
may  have  existed  heretofore  to  the  contrary)  are  now  entitied  to  claim 
the  same  friendly  rights  and  hospitalities  for  their  naval  vessels  which 
they  are  willing  to  concede  to  those  of  all  maritime  nations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWABD, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£0.,  <£c.,  dkc. 


By  the  PreeideiU  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PBOGLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  my  proclamations  of  the  nineteenth  and  twenty-seventh 
days  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  the  ports  of 
tiie  United  States  in  the  States  of  Virginia,  Forth  Carolina,  South  Caro-* 
Una,  Oeorgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  were 
declared  to  be  subject  to  blockade;  but  whereas  the  said  blockade  has, 
in  consequence  of  actual  military  occupation  by  this  government,  since 
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been  conditionally  set  aside  or  relaxed  in  respect  to  the  ports  of  IS'orfolk 
and  Alexandria,  in  the  State  of  Yir^nia;  Beaufort,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina;  Port  Boyal,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina;  Pensacola  and 
Fernandina,  in  the  State  of  Florida;  and  iNew  Orleans,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana; 

And  whereas,  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved 
on  the  thirteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  provide  for  tiie  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  for 
other  purposes,"  the  President,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  is  author- 
ized to  close  certain  ports  of  entry: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim  that  the  ports  of  Eichmond,  Tappa- 
hannock.  Cherrystone,  Yorktown,  and  Petersburg,  in  Virginia ;  of  Cam- 
den, (Elizabeth  City,)  Edenton,  Plymouth,  Washington,  Newbem,  Ocra- 
coke,  and  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina;  of  Charleston,  Greorgetown, 
and  Beaufort,  in  South  Carolina;  of  Savannah,  St.  Mary's,  and  Bruns- 
wick, (Darien,)  in  Georgia;  of  Mobile,  in  Alabama;  of  Pearl  River,  (Shields- 
borough,)  Natchez,  and  Vicksburg,  in  Mississippi;  of  St.  Augustine, 
Key  West,  St.  Mark's,  (Port  Leon,)  St.  John's,  (Jacksonville,)  and  Appar 
lachicola,  in  Florida;  of  Teche,  (Franklin,)  in  Louisiana;  of  Oalveston, 
La  Salle.  Brazos  de  Santiago,  (Point  Isabel,)  and  Brownsville,  in  Texas, 
are  hereby  closed,  and  all  right  of  importation,  warehousing,  and  other 
privileges,  shall,  in  respect  to  the  ports  aforesaid,  cease  until  they  shall 
have  again  been  opened  by  order  of  the  President;  and  if,  while  said 
ports  are  so  closed,  any  ship  or  vessel  from  beyond  the  United  States,  or 
having  on  board  any  articles  subject  to  duties,  shall  attempt  to  enter  any 
such  port,  the  same,  together  with  its  tackle,  apparel,  fomiture,  and 
cargo  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 

In  witnei9S  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  afObced. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eleventh  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  of 
[l.  s.]   the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty- 
ninth. 

ABRAHAM  LHTCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. . 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America^ 

A  PBOOLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  my  proclamation  of  this  date,  the  port  of  Key  West,  in 
the  State  of  Florida,  was  inadvertently  included  among  those  which  are 
not  open  to  commerce: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  declarie  and  make  known  that  the  said  port  of 
Key  West  is  and  shall  remain  open  to  foreign  and  domestic  commerce 
upon  the  same  conditions  by  which  that  commerce  has  there  hitherto 
been  governed. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
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Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eleventh  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  of 
[l.  s.]   the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty- 
ninth. 

ABEAHAM  LDTCOLlf. 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  for  some  time  past  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  have 
been  reused,  in  certain  foreign  ports,  privileges  and  immunities  to  which 
they  were  entitled  by  treaty,  public  law,  or  fiie  comity  of  nations,  at  the 
same  time  that  vessels  of  war  of  the  country  wherein  the  said  privileges 
and  immunities  have  been  withheld  have  enjoyed  them  fully  and  uninter- 
ruptedly in  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  condition  of  things  has  not 
always  been  forcibly  resisted  by  the  United  States,  although,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  have  not  at  any  time  failed  to  protest  against  and  declare 
their  dissatisfaction  with  the  same ;  [and  whereas]  in  the  view  of  the  United 
States,  no  condition  any  longer  exists  which  can  be  claimed  to  justify  the 
denial  to  them,  by  any  one  of  such  nations,  of  customary  naval  rights, 
as  has  heretofore  been  so  unnecessarily  persisted  in: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  make  known,  that  if,  after  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  elapsed 
for  intelligence  of  this  proclamation  to  have  reached  any  foreign  country, 
in  whose  ports  these  said  privileges  and  immunities  shall  have  been 
refused,  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  continue  to  be  so  refused,  then  and  thence  - 
forth  the  same  privileges  and  immunities  shall  be  refused  to  the  vessels  of 
war  of  that  country  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  this  refusal  shall 
continue  until  war  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  have  been  placed  upon 
an  entire  equality  in  the  foreign  ports  aforesaid  with  similar  vessels  of  other 
countries.  The  United  States,  whatever  claim  er  pretense  may  have 
existed  heretofore,  are  now,  at  least,  entitled  to  claim  and  conc^e  an  entire 
and  friendly  equality  of  rights  and  nospitalities  with  all  maritime  nations. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eleventh  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  of 
[l.  s.]  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty- 
ninth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLK 

By  the  President : 

William  H.  Seward,  » 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

^  [Extract.] 

No.  1404.]  Department  of  State, 

WcLshinfftoriy  May  16, 1865. 
Sm:  •♦♦♦♦»»♦ 

I  inclose  for  your  infonnatioii  and  guidance  two  copies  of  the  President's 
proclamation  of  the  10th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  insurgent  cruisers,  one 
copy  of  which  you  will  communicate  to  the  government  to  which  you  are 
accredited. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkcj  Ac^  dko. 

[For  inclosed  copy  of  proclamation  see  dispatch  H"o.  973  of  Mr.  Adams 
to  Mr.  Hunter,  dated  June  2,  lS65po8t] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  962.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  May  19, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence 
between  Earl  Eussell  and  the  lords  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treas- 
my.  just  published  in  the  newspapers,  revoking  the  order  of  his  lordship 
of  31st  January,  1862,  regulating  the  visits  of  the  United  States  ships 
of  war  to  British  ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Coirespondenoe  between  Earl  Russell  and  the  lords  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's 

treasury. 

<<  Treasury  Chambers,  May  12, 1865. 

** Gentlemen:  With  reference  to  previons  correspondence,  I  am  com- 
manded by  the  lords  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury  to  transmit 
to  you  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  a  copy  of  a  lettto 
from  the  Foreign  Office,  dated  11th  instant,  in  regard  to  a  modification  of 
the  regulations  for  the  treatinent  of  war  vessels  belonging  to  the  bellige- 
rent States  in  Korth  America  which  may  arrive  at  ports  in  her  Msyesty's 
dominions. 

«G.  A.  HAMILTON. 

<<The  Commissioners  of  Customs.'' 


[Copy  of  letter  referred  to.] 

"  Foreign  Office,  May  11, 1865. 

^^  My  Lords  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  lordships  that  in  the 
existing  state  of  the  civil  war  in  America,  and  the  uncertainty  which  may 
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be  felt  as  to  its  contmaance,  it  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  that 
the  time  has  arrived  for  ceasing  to  enforce  so  mach  of  &e  orders  which, 
in  pursuance  of  my  letter  of  the  31st  January,  1862,  were  issued  by  the 
several  departments  of  her  Majesty's  government  as  empowered  the 
authorities  of  any  port  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  either  in  the  United 
Kingdom  or  in  the  Channel  iSands,  or  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  colonies,  or 
foreign  possessions  or  dependencies,  to  require  any  ship  of  war  or  privateer 
of  either  belligerent  which  might  enter  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters 
belonging  to  her  Majesty,  in  order  to  obtain  provisions  or  things  neces- 
sary for  the  subsistence  of  her  crew,  or  to  effect  repairs,  to  put  to  sea 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  expiration  of  a  period  of  twenty-four  hours, 
without  permitting  her  to  take  in  supplies  b^ond  what  might  be  neces- 
sary for  her  immediate  use,  and  not  to  suffer  any  such  vessel  as  might 
have  been  allowed  to  remain  within  British  waters  for  the  purpose  of 
repair,  to  continue  in  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  belonging  to  her 
Majesty  for  a  longer  period  than  twenty-four  hours  after  the  necessary 
repairs  should  have  been  completed,  and  also  so  much  of  the  same  orders 
as  limited  the  quantity  of  cojd,  and  the  period  within  which  it  might  be 
obtained,  to  be  embarked  on  board  any  such  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of 
either  belligerent. 

"  I  have  ^dressed  a  similar  letter  to  the  secretaries  of  state  for  the  home, 
colonial,  war,  and  India  departments,  and  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty. 

"I  have,  &c., 

"EUSSELL. 

"The  Lords  Comjossionebs  of  heb  Majesty's  Tbeasuby." 


"  Custom-house,  London^  May  13, 1865. 

"The  aforegoing  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hamilton,  one  of  the  secre- 
taries to  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  dated  11th  instant,  together  with  copy 
of  the  letter  from  the  Foreign  Office  therein  referred  to,  is  transmitted  to 
the  collector  at for  his  government. 

"By  order  of  the  commissioners, 

"J.  B,  HALE." 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr*  Sunter. 

[Extract]. 

No,  973.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoUj  June  2, 1865, 
Sib:  ♦•••»♦♦• 
With  respect  to  the  matters  referred  to  in  your  Fos.  1401  and  1404, 1 
presume  that  tiie  next  steamer  due  in  the  United  States,  after  the  date 
of  these  dispatches,  will  have  brought  you  the  answer  of  Ix>rd  Bussell  to 
my  inquiries  ipade  under  former  instructions,  as  transmitted  to  you  with 
my  No.  952,  of  the  11th  of  May,  relative  to  the  same  subject.  I  am,  there- 
fore, inclined  to  await  an  exposition  of  the  President's  views  after  he  shall 
have  become  possessed  of  that  answer,  rather  than  renew  the  inquiry  here 
with  a  prospect  of  a  similar  response.  Nevertheless,  I  have  transmitiked  to 
his  lordship,  as  you  desired  in  No.  1404,  a  copy  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation of  the  10th  of  last  month.    It  has  elicited  an  acknowledgment  in 
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his  lordship's  note  of  the  30th  ultimo,  which  appears  to  indicate  a  still 
more  favorable  disposition.  .  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  that  note. 

I  am  rather  inclined  to  the  belief  that  no  farther  action  will  be  neces- 
sary on  this  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  Huntbb, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell.     * 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  29, 1865. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  lordship  herewith, 
for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  government,  a  printed  copy  of  a 
proclamation  in  regard  to  insurgent  cruisers,  issued  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  at  Washington  City,  on  the  10th  instant. 

Bene  wing  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEAJSrOIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  cj^o.,  d^o.,  i&c. 


[Belative  to  insurgent  cmisers,  May  10, 1865.] 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PBOOLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  his  proclamation  of 
the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one, 
did  declare  certain  States  therein  mentioned  in  insurrection  against  the 
government  of  the  United  States;  and  whereas  armed  resistance  to  the 
authority  of  this  government  in  the  said  insurrectionary  States  may  be 
regarded  as  virtusdly  at  an  end,  and  the  persons  by  whom  that  resistance, 
as  well  as  the  operations  of  insurgent  cruisers,  was  directed,  are  fugitives 
or  captives;  and  whereas  it  is  understood  that  some  of  those  cruisers  are 
still  infesting  the  high  seas,  and  others  are  prex»aring  to  capture,  bum, 
and  destroy  vessels  of  the  United  States : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  hereby  ei\ioin  all  navsd,  military,  and  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States  diligently  to  endeavor,  by  all  lawM  means,  to  arrest  the 
said  cruisers,  and  to  bring  them  into  a  port  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  prevented  from  committing  further  depredations  on 
commerce,  and  that  the  persons  on  board  of  them  may  no  longer  enjoy 
impunity  for  their  crimes. 

And  I  do  further  proclaim  and  declare  that  if^  after  a  reasonable  time 
shall  have  elapsed  for  this  proclamation  to  have  to  become  known  in  the 
ports  of  nations  claiming  to  have  been  neutrals,  the  said  insurgent  oruisers 
and  the  persons  on  board  of  them  shall  continue  to  receive  hospitality  in 
the  said  ports,  this  government  will  deem  itself  justified  in  revising  hos- 
pitaUty  to  the  public  vessels  of  such  nations  in  ports  of  the  United  States, 
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and  in  adopting  snch  other  measnres  as  may  be  deemed  advisable  towards 
vindicating  the  national  sovereignty. 

Tn  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  afi^ed. 
Done  at  tiie  city  of  Washington,  this  tenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  of  the 
[L.  s«]    independence  of  tiie  United  States  of  America  the  eighty- 
ninth. 

AITDREW  JOHNSON. 
By  the  President: 

W.  Hunter,  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Ofpiob,  May  30, 1865. 

Sm:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday,  commu- 
nicating, for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  government,  a  printed  copy 
of  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  at  Wash- 
ington, on  the  10th  instant,  regarding  insurgent  cruisers. 

I  observe  it  stated  in  this  proclamation  that  ^^  armed  resistance  to  the 
authority  of  this  government  in  the  said  insurrectionary  States  may  be 
regarded  as  virtually  at  an  end.  The  persons  by  whom  that  resistance, 
as  well  as  the  operations  of  insurgent  cruisers,  was  directed,  are  fugitives 
or  captives.'' 

Her  Majesty's  government  will  deem  it  their  duty  to  communicate  im- 
mediately with  the  government  of  France,  in  order  to  concert  measures 
whereby  the  insurgent  cruisers  shaU  no  longer  continue  to  receive  hos- 
pitality in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

Her  Majesty's  government  wiU  subsequently  communicate  to  the  same 
purpose  and  effect  with  other  maritime  nations  who,  like  the  British 
government,  have  pursued  a  course  of  neutrality  during  the  late  civil  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  d^c,  dko. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  977.]  LsaATioN  OP  the  United  States, 

London^  Jime  2, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  just  returned  from  a  brief  interview  with  Lord  EusseU, 
and  beg  leave  to  report  the  substance  of  it. 

I  read  to  him  the  substance  of  your  dispc^tch  (Ko.  1400)  of  the  15th  of 
May.  With  reference  to  the  first  remark  contained  in  it,  I  interposed 
the  observation  that,  so  far  as  my  experience  went,  I  had  not  perceived 
in  his  lordship  the  impatience  referred  to;  but  I  presumed  it  would 
nevertheless  be  agreeable  to  him  to  know  that  the  matter  was  engaging 
the  attention  of  my  government.  After  I  had  gone  through  with  it, 
his  lordship  simply  remarked,  that  inasmuch  as  the  British  government 
had  recognized  the  validity  of  the  closing  of  the  ports  of  which  we  were 
in  possession,  there  was  no  disposition  to  be  impatient  in'  resi)ect  to  any 
proceedings  which  we  might  deem  it  advisable  to  adopt  in  our  progress 
to  restoration.  There  had  been  some  complaints  of  hardship  from  Brit- 
ish subjects  in  Charleston;  but  these  were  an  unavoidable  consequence 
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of  the  peculiar  state  of  affairs',  which  he  presumed  would  be  but  tempo- 
rary. He  trusted  that  the  government  would  be  able,  in  due  course  of 
time,  to  bring  matters  back  to  their  ordinary  state. 

I  then  added  that  I  had  received  another  dispatch  relating  to  the  arrival 
of  the  Stonewall  at  Nassau,  and  the  general  question  of  beUigerent  rights  j 
but  considering  that  the  matter  must  have  been  already  communicatea 
to  him  through  a  letter  which  had  been  addressed  to  Sir  Frederick 
Bruce,  and,  further,  that  I  held  it  to  be  substantially  settled  by  his 
answer  to  my  note  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  President's  proclamation, 
I  should  not  trouble  him  by  reading  it. 

His  lordship  observed  that  he  h^  learned  through  Lord  Oowley  that 
Mr.  Bigelow,  our  minister  at  Paris,  had  communicated  to  M.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  a  dispatch  on  this  subject.  He  asked  if  I  had  any  of  the  same 
kind.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  know  of  any  special  one  to  Mr.  Bigelow. 
and  I  had  not,  myself,  anything  more  than  I  had  already  mentionedl 
He  said  the  matter  had  been  occupying  the  attention  of  both  govern- 
ments, and,  on  their  own  part,  they  had  come  to  a  conclusion.  The 
substance  of  it  was  to  recognize  the  war  at  an  end,  and  fix)m  the  saime 
date  to  refuse  to  receive  any  vessel  of  the  insurgents  within  British  ports. 
With  regard  to  such  vessels  as  might  happen  to  be  in  any  port  prior  to 
the  declaration,  if  in  process  of  disarmament  for  sale  and  transfer  to 
neutral  parties,  that  would  be  i)ermitted  without  any  guarantee  of 
security  on  leaving  the  port.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  vessel  should  be 
armed,  it  would  l^  required  to  depart  in  twenty-four  hours  under  the 
rule. 

I  remarked  that,  being  without  authority,  I  could  only  express  my  own 
opinion  of  this  proceeding ;  but  I  could  not  help  thinking  it  would  be 
perfectly  satisfactory.  The  subject  had  seemed  to  me  so  near  to  settling 
itself,  that  I  had  not  felt  any  anxiety  of  late  about  it.  There  were  but 
two  vessels  left  on  the  ocean,  the  Shenandoah  and  the  Stonewall.  I  had 
strong  reason  to  believe  they  had  already  been  disposed  of  by  persons 
in  this  country  who  were  undertaking  to  dispose  of  the  assets  of  the 
bankrupt  concern.  Indeed,  it  had  b^n  intimated  to  me  that  they  had 
been  already  ordered  to  repair  to  this  kingdom.  If  they  should  not  reach 
here  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  proposed  declaration,  did  I  understand  his 
lordship  right  in  saying  admission  would  be  refused  them  f  His  lordship 
took  up  a  document  which  was  before  him,  and  read  me  a  passage  of  it 
precisely  to  that  effect.  Whereupon  I  remarked  that  I  was  satis- 
^ed.  It  might  be  that  my  government  would  desire  to  pursue  these 
miserable  vessels  further,  as  it  would  have  a  clear  right  to  do ;  but,  in 
my  mind,  nothing  that  they  could  do  would  weigh  a  feather  more  upon 
the  general  result,  which  was  now  made  certain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  qf  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Circnlar.] 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  June  7, 1865. 

Sm :  It  is  proper  that  you  should  be  informed  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
IN^avy  has,  by  direction  of  the  President,  issued  orders  to  Bear-Admiral 
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Ck)ldsborongh,  who  is  about  to  start  in  the  steamship  Colorado,  as 
Gommander  of  the  United  States  sqnadron  in  European  waters,  to  the 
foUowinpf  effect : 

The  admiral  is  charged  not  to  enter  any  port,  unless  absolutely  neces- 
sary, where  belligerent  privileges  may  be  extended  to  the  United  States 
rebels,  or  where  naval  honors  are,  by  governmental  authority,  withheld 
from  tlie  flag  of  the  United  States.  If  an  emergency  should  compel 
him  to  enter  such  a  port,  he  is  to  refrain  from  all  courtesies  required  by 
the  navy  regulations  in  friendly  foreign  ports,  unless  to  return  salutes. 

The  admiral  is  also  forbidden  to  .exchange  any  of  the  customary 
courtesies  with  the  officers  of  foreign  governments  whom  he  may  meet, 
which  governments  extend  belligerent  privileges  to  the  insurgents  in 
this  country,  or  deny  customary  naval  courtesies  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  proper  that*,  as  occasion  may  require,  you  should  make  this  subject 
known  to  the  proper  persons  in  the  country  where  you  reside. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  (£c.,  Ac,  &e. 

[Same  to  our  principal  ministers  in  Europe.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  900.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landanj  June  15, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  contain- 
ing a  report  of  some  remarks  made  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  12th 
instant,  by  Lords  Derby  and  Eussell,  on  the  subject  of  the  President's 
late  proclamation  closing  the  ports  of  Texas.  These  matters  are  E^o 
rapiiUy  made  obsolete  by  the  march  of  events  that  it  seems  scarcely 
worth  while  to  dwell  on  them  particularly.  If  the  United  States  ceases 
to  carry  on  war,  it  necessarily  ceases  to  be  a  belligerent,  or  to  have 
belligerent  rights ;  but  it  does  not,  thereby,  debar  itself  from  the  right 
of  pursuing  on  the  ocean  any  vess^  without  a  national  character — hostem 
humani  generis — which  may  be  found  attempting  to  destroy  or  plunder 
the  merchant  ships  of  the  United  States.  This  is  legitimate  work  for  bH 
civilized  nations,  which  are  equally  aggrieved  by  the  presence  of  a 
pirate  on  the  ocean.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  this  time  the  last  of 
the  vessels  open  to  any  such  imputation  will  have  been  so  disposed  of 
as  to  put  to  rest  all  further  agitation  of  the  subject  in  connection  with 
the  late  rebelliofn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  Hunteb, 

Acting  /Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  2f  o.  7  J 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1454.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington^  June  10, 1865. 

Sm:  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce  and  this  department,  and  of  a  letter 
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of  this  date  which  I  have  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
subject  of  the  withdrawal  by  Great  Britaiti  of  the  concession  of  belligerent 
rights  to  the  insurgents. 

I  am.  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.y  &c.^  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  19, 1865. 

Sm:  Due  consideration  has  been  given  to  a  dispatch  which  Earl  Rus- 
sell addressed  to  you  on  the  2d  of  June,  instant,  and  of  which,  on  the 
14th  instant,  you  were  so  kind  as  to  leave  a  copy  at  this  department. 
The  President  is  gratii&ed  by  the  information  which  that  paper  contains,  to 
the  effect  that'her  Mi^esty's  government  have  determined  to  consider  the 
war  which  has  lately  prevailed  between  the  United  States  and  the  insur- 
gents of  this  country  to  have  ceased  defaxito^  and  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment now  recognized  the  re-establishment  of  peace  witliin  the  whole 
territory  of  winch  the  United  States  were  in  undisturbed  possession  at 
the  beginning  of  the  civQ  war. 

The  President  is  also  gratified  to  learn  firom  Earl  Russell's  dispatch 
that  her  Mcgesty's  government  will  forthwith  send  to  her  Majesty's 
authorities  in  all  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty, 
whether  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  beyond  the  seas,  orders  henceforth 
to  refuse  admission  into  any  such  ports,  harbors,  and  waters,  of  any  vessel 
of  war  carrying  the  insurgent  flag,  and  to  require  any  insurgent  vessels 
of  war  which,  after  the  time  that  the  orders  may  be  received  by  her 
Majesty's  authorijkies,  may  have  already  entered  such  ports,  and  which, 
having  complied  with  the  previous  proclamations  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, may  be  actually  within  such  ports,  harbors,  and  waters,  forthwith 
to  depart  from  the  same. 

It  is  with  regret,  however,  that  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Earl  Russell's 
aforesaid  dispatch  is  accompanied  by  some  explanations  and  reservations 
which  are  deemed  unacceptable  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  United  States  do  not  now  admit 
what  they  have  heretofore  constantly  controverted,  that  the  original 
concession  of  belligerent  privileges  to  the  rebels  by  Great  Britain  was 
either  necessary  or  just,  or  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations. 

Thg  correspondence  which  took  place  between  this  government  and 
that  of  her  Majesty  at  an  early  stage  of  the  insurrection  shows  that  the 
United  States  deemed  the  formation  of  a  mutual  engagement  by  Great 
Britain  with  France,  that  those  two  powers  would  act  in  concert  with 
regard  to  the  said  insurrection,  to  be  an  unfriendly  proceeding,  and  that 
the  United  States,  therefore,  declined  to  receive  from  either  of  those 
powers  any  communication  which  avowed  the  existence  of  such  an 
arrangement.  I  have,  therefore,  now  to  regret  that  Earl  Russell  has 
thought  it  necessary  to  inform  this  government  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment have  found  it  expedient  to  consult  with  the  government  of 
France  upon  the  questions  whether  her  Majesty's  government  will  now 
recognize  the  restoration  of  peace  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  a  further  source  of  regret  that  her  Majesty's  government  avow 
that  they  will  continue  still  to  require  that  any  United  States  cruisers 
which  shall  hereafter  be  lying  within  ^  British  port,  harbor,  or  waters. 
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shall  be  detained  twenty-four  hours,  so  as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
an  insurgent  vessel,  she  actually  being  within  the  said  port,  harbor,  or 
waters,  to  gain  the  advantage  of  the  same  time  for  her  departure  m)m 
the  same  port,  harbor,  or  waters. 

It  is  a  further  source  of  regret  that  her  Majesty's  government  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  make  the  additional  reservation  in  favor  of  insur- ' 
gent  vessels  of  war  that  for  the  period  of  a  whole  month,  which  shall 
elapse  after  the  new  orders  now  to  be  issued  by  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment shall  have  been  received  by  the  said  authorities,  any  insurgent 
vessel  which  may  be  found  in,  or  may  enter  any  port,  harbor,  or  waters 
of  her  Mc^esty's  dominions,  and  which  may  desire  to  divest  itself  of 
its  warlike  character  and  to  assume  the  flag  of  any  nation  recognized 
by  her  Majesty's  government  with  which  her  Majesty  is  at  peace,  will 
be  allowed  to  do  so:  and  further,  that  such  vessels,  after  disarming 
themselves,  will  be  permitted  to  remain  in  such  ports,  harbors,  or  waters 
without  an  insurgent  flag,  although  the  twenty-four  hours'  rule  will  not 
be  applicable  to  ^e  cases  of  such  vessels.  Far  from  being  able  to  admit 
the  legality  or  justice  of  the  instruction  thus  made,  it  is  my  duty  to 
inform  your  excellency  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  United  States  cannot 
consent  to  an  abridgement  of  reciprocal  hospitalities  between  the  public 
vessels  of  the  United  States  and  ^ose  of  Great  Britain.  So  long  as  her 
Majesty's  government  shall  insist  upon  enforcing  the  twenty-four  hours' 
rule  before  mentioned,  of  which  the  United  States  have  so  long,  and,  as 
they  think,  so  justly  complained,  the  United  States  must  apply  the  same 
rule  to  public  vessels  of  Great  Britain. 

Again,  it  is  my  duty  further  to  state  that  the  United  States  cannot 
admit,  and,  on  titie  contrary,  they  controvert  and  protest  against,  the 
decision  of  the  British  government  which  would  allow  vessels  of  war  of 
insurgents  or  pirates  to  enter  or  to  leave  British  ports,  whether  for  dis- 
armament or  otherwise,  or  for  assuming  a  foreign  flag  or  otherwise.  As 
to  all  insurgent  or  piratical  vessels  found  in  ports,  harbors,  or  waters  of 
British  dominions,  whether  they  entered  into  such  ports,  harbors,  or 
waters  before  or  after  any  new  orders  of  her  Majesty's  government  may 
be  received  by  any  authority  of  her  Majesty's  government  established 
there,  this  government  maintains  and  insists  that  such  vessels  are  for- 
feited to  and  ought  to  be  delivered  to  the  United  States,  upon  reasonable 
application  in  such  cases  made,  and  that  if  captured  at  sea,  xmder  what- 
ever flag,  by  a  naval  force  of  tne  United  States,  such  a  capture  will  be 
lawful. 

Kotwithstanding,  however,  the  exceptions  and  reservations  which  have 
been  made  by  her  Majesty's  government,  and  which  have  been  herein 
considered,  the  United  States  accept  with  pleasure  the  declaration  by 
which  her  Ms^esty's  government  have  withdrawn  their  former  concession 
of  a  belligerent  character  to  the  insurgents ;  and  this  government  further 
freely  admits  that  the  normal  relations  between  the  two  countries  being 
practically  restored  to  the  condition  in  which  they  stood  before  the  civil 
war,  the  right  to  search  British  vessels  has  come  to  an  end  by  an  arrange- 
ment satis&ctory  in  every  material  respect  between  the  two  nations. 

It  will  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  this  government  to  know  that 
her  Majesty's  government  have  considered  the  views  herein  presented 
in  a  spirit  favorable  to  the  establishment  of  a  lasting  and  intimate  friend- 
ship between  the  two  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe* 
dient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 

Hon.  Sir  Fbedeeiob:  W.  A.  Beuoe,  c&c,  cfcc,  c&c. 
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[Conmmnicated  by  the  Britifih  legation,  Jnne  14, 1865,  and  referred  to  in  the  preceding 

note.]  . 

Uarl  BtLSsell  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Foreign  Office,  Jwne  2, 1865. 

Sm:  I  received,  on  the  25tli  ultimo,  your  dispatch  of  the  10th  ultimo, 
inclosing  a  copy,  taken  from  a  newspaper,  of  a  proclamation  issued  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  on  that  day^  declaring,  among  other 
matters,  that  <' armed  resistance  to  the  authority  of  this  goverDment," 
namely,  the  government  of  the  United  States,  "may  be  regarded  as  vir- 
tually at  an  end,  and  the  persons  by  whom  that  resistance,  as  well  as  the 
operations  of  insurgent  cruisers,  were  directed  are  fugitives  or  captives.'' 

On  the  day  following  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  intelligence  reached 
this  country  of  the  capture  of  President  Davis  by  the  military  forces  of 
the  United  States. 

In.  this  state  of  things  her  Majesty's  government  lost  no  time  in  com- 
municating with  the  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  as  to  the 
course  which  should  be  pursued  by  the  two  governments;  and  while 
these  communications  were  in  progress  I  received  officially  from  Mr. 
Adams,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  the  President's  proclamation  of 
the  10th. 

It  would,  indeed,  have  been  more  satisfactory  if  the  government  of  the 
United  States  haa  accompanied  the  commimication  of  the  President's 
proclamation  with  a  declaration  that  they  formally  renounced  the  exer- 
cise, as  regards  neutrals,  of  the  rights  of  a  belligerent;  but  her  M^esty's 
government  considers  tnat,  in  the  existing  posture  of  affairs,  the  delay 
of  any  formal  renunciation  to  that  effect  did  not  afford  to  neulaal  powers 
sufficient  warrant  for  continuing  to  admit  the  possession  of  a  belligerent 
character  by  a  confederation  of  States  which  had  been  actually  dissolved. 
The  late  President  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  has  been  captured, 
and  transported  as  a  prisoner  to  Fort  Monroe;  the  armies  hitherto  kept 
in  the  field  by  the  Confederate  States  have  for  the  most  part  surrendered 
or  dispersed;  and  to  continue  to  recognize  those  States  as  belligerents 
would  not  only  be  inconsistent  with  the  actual  condition  of  affairs,  but 
might  lead  to  much  embarrassment  and  complication  in  the  relations 
between  the  neutral  powers  and  th&  government  of  the  United  States. 

Her  Miyesty's  government  have  accordingly,  after  communication  with 
the  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  determined  to  consider 
the  war  which  has  lately  prevailed  between  the  United  States  and  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  of  Korth  America  to  have  ceased  de  facto^ 
and  on  that  ground  they  recognise  tiie  re-establishment  of  peace  within 
the  whole  territory  of  which  the  United  States,  before  the  commence- 
ment of  ttie  civil  war,  were  in  undisturbed  possession. 

As  a  necessary  consequence  of  this  recognition  her  Miyesty's  govern- 
ment will  forthwith  send  to  her  Msgesty's  authorities  in  all  ports,  harbors, 
and  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  whether  in  the  United  Kingdom 
or  beyond  the  seas,  orders  henceforth  to  refuse  admission  into  any  such 
ports,  harbors,  and  waters  of  any  vessel  of  war  canying  a  confederate 
flag,  and  to  require  any  confederate  vessels  of  war  which,  at  the  time  that 
the  orders  may  be  received  by  her  Migesty 's  authorities,  may  have  already 
entered  such  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  on  the  faith  of  proclamations  here- 
tofore issued  by  her  Majesty,  and  which,  having  complied  with  the 
provisions  of  such  proclamations,  may  be  actually  within  such  ports, 
harbors,  and  waters,  forthwith  to  depart  from  the  same. 

But  in  adopting  this  decision,  as  regards  confederate  vessels  of  war 
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foimd  within  British  ports,  harbors,  and  waters  when  the  orders  are 
received  by  her  Majesty's  authorities,  her  Majesty's  government  considers 
that  a  due  regard  ibr  national  good  faith  and  honor  requires  that  her 
Majesty's  authorities  should  be  instructed  that  any  confederate  vessels  of 
war  so  required  to  depart  should,  on  their  departure^  have  the  benefit  of 
the  prohibition  heretofore  enforced  against  their  being  pursued  within 
tweuty-ibur  hours  by  a  cruiser  of  the  United  States,  lying  at  the  time 
within  the  same  port,  harbor,  and  waters;  and  that  such  prohibition 
should  be  then  and  for  the  last  time  maintained  in  favor  of  such  confed- 
erate ve-ssels  of  war.  Her  Majesty's  government  cannot  anticipate  any 
objection  being  made  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  this 
reserve  when  Uie  ground  on  which  it  is  adopted  is  explained  to  that 
government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  however,  thought  it  right  to  provide 
for  the  contingency  of  the  commander  of  any  confederate  vessel  of  war 
which  may  be  found  in  any  port,  harbor,  or  waters  of  her  Majesty's 
dominions  at  the  time  when  these  new  orders  are  received  by  her  Majesty's 
authorities,  or  may  enter  such  port,  or  harbor,  or  waters  within  a  month 
after  these  new  orders  are  received,  desiring  to  divest  his  vessel  of  her 
warlike  character,  and  to  assume  the  flag  of  any  nation  recognized  by 
her  Majesty's  government  as  in  a  state  of  x>eace  with  her  Majesty;  and 
in  such  a  case  her  Majesty's  authorities  will  be  authorized  to  allow  the 
conmiander  of  the  vessel  to  do  so ;  and  after  disarming  her,  to  remain  with- 
out a  confederate  flag,  within  British  waters,  at  his  own  risk  in  all  respects ; 
in  which  case  such  commander  will  be  distinctly  apprised  that  he  is  to 
expect  no  fttrther  protection  from  her  Majesty's  government,  except  such 
as  he  may  be  entitled  to  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  administration  of 
the  law  in  time  of  peace.  The  rule  as  to  twenty-four  hours  would  not  be 
applicable  to  the  case  of  such  vessel. 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  lose  no  time  in  making  known  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  by  communicating  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
a  copy  of  this  dispatch,  the  course  of  action  on  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  decided,  and  which,  they  doubt  not,  will  be  agreeable  to  the 
goveriiment  of  the  United  States.  But  in  making  this  communication  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  you  will  add,  that  her  Majesty's  government  have 
adopted  this  course  under  the  full  persuasion  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  will,  on  their  part,  at  once  desist  from  exercising  toward 
neutrals  the  rights  of  blockade,  and  of  search  and  detention  of  neutral 
vessels  on  the  high  seas,  "which  can  be  lawftilly  exercised  by  belligerents 
alone,  and  which  a  power  not  engaged  in  waifare  cannot,  under  tihe  law 
of  nations,  assume  to  exercise. 
•  I  have,  &c,, 

EUSSELL. 

Hon.  Sir  Fbedebiok  Bruce,  G.  0.  B.,  <feo.,  <fe(?.,  <feo. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Welles. 

Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washingtofij  June  19, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  h  onor  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  correspondence 
between  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce  and  this  department  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  withdrawal  of  the  pretended  concession  of  belligerent  rights  to 
the  insurgents.    In  view  of  this  correspondence,  I  suggest,  therefore,  that 
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yon  communicate  to  the  naval  officers  of  the  United  States  the  results 
following  therefrom,  namely:  First,  Great  Britain  withdraws  her  conces- 
sion, heretofore  made,  of  a  belligerent  character  from  the  insurgents; 
secondly,  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  twenty-four-hours  rule  has  not 
been  made  absolute  by  Great  Britain,  and  that,  therefore,  the  customary 
courtesies  are  not  to  be  paid  by  our  vessels  to  those  of  the  British  navy; 
thirdly,  the  right  of  search  of  British  vessels  is  terminated,  (of  course 
this  has  no  bearing  upon  tilie  oi>erations  of  the  existing  slave-trade  treaty;) 
fourthly,  any  insurgent  or  piratical  vessels  foimd  on  the  high  seas  may 
be  lawfully  captur^  by  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  Et.  SEWAED. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr:  Adams. 

No.  1473.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  6, 1865. 

Sir:  I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  Bear- Admiral  Goldsborough 
upon  the  subject  of  the  withdrawal  from  the  insurgents  of  the  character 
of  belligerents,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Kavy  Department  in  view 
thereof. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c^o.,  <j^c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Bear-Admiral  Ooldshorough. 

Kavy  Department,  June  22, 1865. 

Sir:  Information  has  been  communicated  to  this  department  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  the  imperial  government  of  France  has  moved 
all  restrictions  heretofore  imposed  by  it  upon  naval  intercourse  with  the 
United  States,  and  has  withdrawn  from  the  insurgents  the  character  of 
belligerents. 

The  government  of  Great  Britain  also  withdraws  her  concession  here- 
tofore made  of  a  belligerent  character  from  the  insurgents,  but  the 
withdrawal  of  the  twenty-four-hours  rule  has  not  been  made  absolute; 
reciprocal  measures  will  be  extended  to  the  vessels  of  that  country. 

The  blockade  of  the  ports  and  coast  of  the  United  States  wiU  soon 
cease,  and  with  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  belligerent  right  of  search 
will  also  cease. 

Very  respectfully,  

G.  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear-Admiral  L.  M.  GoLDSBOROtiaH, 

Oommaaiding  JSur&pean  Squadron, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  1485.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

WaMmgUm^  July  25^  1865. 
Sm:  •••••••• 

In  my  No.  1454  I  Inclosed  to  yon  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  of  the  2d  of 
June,  from  Earl  Eossell  to  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,,  and  of  my  note  to  Sir 
^Frederick,  in  reply,  of  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  npon  the  subject  of 
the  withdrawal  of  belligerent  rights  by  Great  Britain  from  the  insurgents. 
In  that  reply  you  will  have  found,  and  I  hope  to  hear  that  you  have 
been  guided  by,  the  views  of  this  government  in  regard  to  the  dispo- 
sition to  be  made  of  a  certain  class  of  vessels  found  in  Briti^  ports. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Ghables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  <ec.,  Ac.,  die. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1491.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  25, 1865. 

Sm:  Beferring  to  instructions  l^os.  1854  and  1473, 1  now  communicate 
to  you,  in  order  tuat  you  may  be  fully  in  possession  oi  the  correspondence 
on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  20th  of  June,  from  Sir  Frederick 
Bruce,  and  of  my  reply  of  the  1st  instant,  in  relation  to  the  construction 
to  be  placed  upon  a  passage  in  Earl  BusseU's  dispatch  of  the  2d  of  June, 
concerning  the  twenty-four  hours'  rule. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Ghakles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <ec.,  dke.,  dko. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washinoton,  June  20, 1865. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
19th  instant,  relative  to  Earl  BusselPs  dispatch  to  me  of  the  2d  June,  copy 
of  which  I  left  at  the  State  Department,  and  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of 
that  note  to  her  Mggesty's  government. 

It  is  not  within  my  province  to  discuss  the  general  observations  therein 
contained  on  the  dispatch  in  question;  but,  as  the  construction  I  put  on 
its  terms  differs  on  one  important  i>oint  from  that  contained  in  the  note 
you'have  done  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  I  venture  to  submit  at  once 
the  views  I  entertain  of  its  intention  for  your  consideration. 

In  that  note  it  is  stated  that  "her  Majesty's  government  avow  that 
they  will  continue  still  to  require  that  any  United  States  cruisers  which 
shall  hereafter  be  lying  within  a  British  port,  harbor,  or  waters,  shall  be 
detained  twenty-four  hours,  so  as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  an  insur- 
gent vessel  then  actually  being  within  the  said  port,  harbor,  or  waters  to 
gain  the  advantage  of  the  same  time  for  her  departure  from  the  same 
port,  harbor,  or  waters.'' 
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Ou  a  mature  consideration  of  the  terms  of  Earl  Hassell's  dispatch,  its 
intention  appears  to  me  to  be  different  from  the  statement  contained  in 
the  above  extract.  I  understand  it  to  lay  down  that  the  benefit  of  the 
twenty-four  hours'  rule  is  withdrawn  from  the  so-called  confederate  vessels 
of  war,  and  that  the  only  exception  to  this  decision  will  occur  under  the 
following  circumstances: 

If  a  vessel  of  this  description  is  lying  in  a  British  port  when  these 
fresh  instructions  are  received  by  her  Ksgesty's  authorities,  the  said  vessel 
having  already  entered  that  port  on  the  faith  of  previous  proclamar 
tions,  and  if  a  cruiser  of  tiie  United  States  is  lying  in  the  same  port,  the 
said  vessel  is  then  and  for  the  last  time  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  twenty- 
four  hours'  rule. 

According  to  my  view,  therefore,  the  case  can  only  arise  once  on  the 
receipt  by  her  Majesty's  authorities  of  the- instructions  alluded  to  in  Earl 
EusseU's  dispatch;  nor  do  I  understand  that,  except  in  the  particular 
and  improbable  contingency  above  mentioned,  there  will  be  any  deviation 
hereafter  from  the  rules  of  intercourse  as  practiced  toward  the  vessels 
of  war  of  a  friendly  state. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FEEDERIOK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbvitabd,  cfca,  <fcc.,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington  J  July  1, 1865. 

Sm:  I  hasten,  immediately  after  my  return  to  the  seat  of  government, 
to  reply  to  your  note  of  the  2Qth  of  June  last,  which  was  duly  received 
at  this  department. 

The  President  is  pleased  to  know  that,  in  your  excellent  opinion,  the 
application,  in  certain  cases  contemplated  by  her  M^esty's  government, 
of  the  twenty-four  hours'  rule  to  naval  vessels  of  the  United  States  in 
British  ports,  harbors,  and  waters,  is  more  guarded  than  had  been  sup- 
posed when  my  note  addressed  to  you  on  the  19th  of  June  was  written. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  United  States  that,  as  far  as  possible,  all  injurious 
effects  of  the  questions  which  have  arisen  between  this  government  and 
that  of  Great  Britain  during  the  internal  disturbances  which  have  pre- 
vailed in  this  country  for  the  last  four  years  may  be  removed.  We  hail, 
therefore,  as  of  good  augury  every  demonstration  of  liberality  and  con- 
sideration which  comes  to  us  from  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 

'  WILLIAM  H,  SEWAED. 

Hon.  Sir  Fbedebiok  W.  A.  Bbuce,  dkc.y  <£a,  <£c. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  July  3, 1865. 

Sm:  Ihave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  1st 
instant,  in  reply  to  the  explanation  I  offered  of  the  meaning  of  the  dis- 
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patch  of  Earl  Bussell  to  me  of  the  2d  June,  copy  of  which  I  communi- 
cated to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  shall  communicate  a  copy  of  the 
note  to  her  Mjgesty's  government  by  this  day's  mail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  Willi  A  TW  H.  Sewasd^  i£c.,  &c.^  &c. 


Mr,  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  1495.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  28, 1865. 

Sib:  Your  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant,  Ko.  1011,  relating  to  the 
incidents  connected  with  the  case  of  the  Rappahannock,  has  been  received. 

Instruction  No.  1485,  of  the  25th  instant,  expresses  a  hope  which  you 
have  well  anticipated  in  your  proceedings  thus  far  in  regard  to  this 
vessel  and  others  of  its  class.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  judicial 
steps  which  may  be  necessary  to  secure  their  delivery  to  the  authorities 
of  the  United  States  are  left  to  your  discretion  to  determine  upon,  and  due 
provision  will  be  made  for  the  payment  of  such  expenses  as  may  be  thus 
incurred  ]  but  I  cannot  forbear  fron^  remarking,  that  a  course  on  the 
part  of  her  Majesty's  government  similar  to  that  pursued  by  Spain  in 
surrendering  the  Stonewall,  while  it  would  show  only  a  just  consideration 
for  the  rights  of  the  United  States^  and  would  relieve  you  of  the  labor  of 
superintending  the  details  of  judicial  proceedings,  would  unquestionably 
exert  a  happy  effect  upon  the  relations  between  the  two  countries;  I 
would  therefore  suggest  that  you  address  to  Earl  Russell  a  communica- 
tion with  that  object  in  such  terms  as  your  judgment  may  dictate. 

I  iQclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relating  to 
the  surrender  of  the  StonewaU. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary, 

Chables  Fsangis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£o.,  &e,^  die. 


Mr,  Moran  to  Mr,  Seward, 

London,  July  28, 1866. 

My  Deab  Sis  :  Mr.  Adams  directs  me  to  forward  the  inclosed  letter 
and  bill  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  Prioleau,  and  to  say  that,  as  the 
report  of  the  hearing  has  not  been  received  by  him,  he  wiU  be  obliged  to 
postpone  sending  it  until  next  week. 
I  am,  my  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

BEI^JAMD^  MORAJS". 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevitaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  indosure  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  Fo.  8.] 


384  CLAIMS  AGAINST  GBEAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'So.  1025.]  Legation  op  the  XJnitjed  States, 

Londonj  August  3, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  now  to  transmit  a  fall  report  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  court  of  chancery  in  the  case  of  the  cotton  claimed  by  the  Unit^ 
States. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  decision  of  the  vice-chancellor  is 
regarded  with  some  distrust  in  its  possible  bearing  upon  the  other  pro- 
ceedings against  the  vessels  in  the  admiralty  court.  If  it  be  once  admit- 
ted that  the  acts  of  the  late  rebel  agents  are  valid  to  change  the  property 
in  their  hands,  it  becomes  difficult  to  dispute  any  disposition  they  may 
have  chosen  to  make  of  it.  There  is  good  reason  for  believing  that  most 
of  the  vessels  have  passed  through  some  form  or  other  of  transfer  to  pri- 
vate hands.  The  law,  however,  seems  to  me  so  clear  in  regard  to  the  inva- 
lidity of  any  transfer  of  the  armed  vessels  of  a  belligerent  to  neutral 
parties  that  I  cannot  suppose  any  doubt  will  be  entertained  of  the 
decision  to  that  extent.  There  may,  however,  be  a  little  more  question 
in  regard  to  any  transfer  of  that  class  of  vessels-  which  cannot  be  proved 
to  have  been  absolutely  employed  in  carrying  on  hostilities. 

My  own  opinion  has  been  in  favor  of  at  least  pressing  the  courts  *to  a 
clear  decision  in  all  the  cases.  Difficulties  have  been  made  about  proving 
absolute  ownership  in  the  rebel  authorities,  which  are  characteristic 
of  the  proclivities  of  the  profession  in  this  kingdom.  All  that  I  can  say 
is,  that  such  difficulties  were  not  regarded  as  serious  by  the  Crown 
lawyers  of  this  government,  when  it  became  necessary  to  determine  the 
character  of  the  very  dubious  vessel,  the  KashvHle.  The  distrust  usually 
perceptible  in  pushing  any  claims,  however  apparently  well  grounded,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  the  courts,  has  now  made  itself  apparent 
to  me,  and  impaired  my  confidence  in  ultimate  success.  Nevertheless 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  omit  no  step  on  that  account  which  the  national 
dignity  would  seem  to  demand  in  maintenance  of  its  just  rights. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  inclosure  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  So.  8.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
So.  1032.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  AugtLst  10, 1865. 

Sir:  In  respect  to  the  matter  referred  to  in  your  dispatch  No.  1485, 
of  the  25th  of  July,  you  will  before  this  have  been  informed  by  me  of  the 
steps  which  I  assumed  the  responsibility  to  take  in  advance  of  your 
instructions.  The  only  doubt  which  I  feel  is  as  to  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing which  I  selected,  a  doubt  which  is  fortified  by  my  general  observation 
of  the  tendency  of  all  movements  conducted  by  the  lawyers  of  this 
country  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  in  British  courts.  On  the  other 
hand,  had  a  direct  demand  been  made  upon  the  British  government  for 
the  surrender  of  the  vessels  in  question,  I  feel  very  sure  that  we  should 
only  have  been  thrown  back  to  the  same  resource  in  the  end.    The 


CLAIMS  AGAINST  QBEAT  BBITAIN.  385 

language  of  Lord  Bussell's  notes  on  the  subject  appears  to  me  clearly 
to  show  that.  Inasmuch  as  you  must  have  been  put  in  possession  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  movements  actually  initiated  by  me  soon  after  the  date 
of  your  latest  dispatches  received  here,  I  shall  await  the  communication 
of  your  impressions  respecting  them  before  writing  any  more. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No  1507.)  Dbpabtment  of  State, 

Washirigtonj  August  10, 1865. 

Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  No. 
1022,  together  with  papers  which  contain  an  interlocutory  decree  which 
has  been  made  by  the  vice-chancellor  in  a  suit  of  the  United  States 
against  Prioleau  and  others,  which  suit  wa«  instituted  for  the  recovery  of 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty -six  bales  of  cotton.  A  copy  of  the 
vice-chancellor's  reasons  foi:  the  interlocutory  decree  is  found  among 
the  same  papers.  The  vice-chancellor  is  understood  to  have  affirmed  the 
title  of  the  United  States  to  the  property  in  question.  It  is  with  the 
judgment  of  the  vice-chancellor,  and  not  with  the  reasons  that  he  assigns 
for  such  judgment,  that  the  United  States  are  concerned.  In  this  view 
of  the  subject  it  might  seem  prober  for  this  government  to  leave  the 
subject  unnoticed.  The  frankness,  however,  which  ought  to  be  practiced 
in  the  proceedings  of  states,  requires  an  explanation  of  the  views  which 
this  government  has  taken  of  the  questions  which  the  vice-chancellor 
has  discussed  in  his  reasons  before  mentioned.. 

The  United  States  do  not  admit  that  the  combination  of  disloyal 
citizens  which  has  raised  the  standard  of  insurrection  is  now,  or  has  at 
any  previous  time  been,  a  government  defacto^  or  in  any  sense  a  political 
power,  capable  of  taking,  holding,  givmg,  asserting,  or  maintaining 
corporate  rights  in  any  forum  whether  municipal  or  international.  It 
is  true  that  a  different  view  of  the  character  of  the  insurgents  has 
seemed  to  find  favor  with  some  portions  of  the  British  nation,  and  even 
with  the  British  government.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  as 
equally  true,  that  so  often  as  that  antagonistical  opinion  has  been 
advanced  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  in  its  intercourse  with 
the  United  States,  it  has  been  firmly,  though,  as  we  trust,  always  court- 
eously denied. 

The  United  States  controvert  and  deny  the  declaration  of  the  vice- 
chancellor,  that  they  are  "successors"  of  the  rebellion ;  and  on  the  con- 
trary, they  maintain  that  they  are  now,  and  during  all  the  time  of  the 
rebellion  have  been,  just  what  they  were  before  the  rebellion  began — a 
sovereign  state,  absolutely  entitled  to  the  regulation  and  control  of 
all  property  and  persons  within  the  United  States,  subject  only  to  the 
limitations  of  their  own  constitution. 

.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  United  States  will  hold  themselves 
under  no  obligations  whatever  to  accept  o^  or  to  conform  their  pro- 
ceedings to,  conditions  which  the  court  of  chancery,  or  any  other  munici- 
pal court  of  Great  Britian,  may  have  the  presumption  to  dictate 
or  prescribe  in  the  present  or  any  other  litigation.  They  claim  and 
insist  upon  the  restoration  of  the  cotton  now  in  question ;  and  while  they 
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are  content  to  receive  it  through  the  decrees  of  the  mnnicipal  tribnnalB 
of  Great  Britian,  they  insist  upon  their  absolute  right  to  the  same 
through  the  action  of  her  Britannic  Ms^jesty's  government.  You  may 
instruct  the  counsel  who  are  acting  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  in  the 
views  herein  expressed.  Her  Majesty's  government  have  not  in  any 
way  made  themselves  responsible  for  the  positions  assumed  by  the  vice- 
chancellor,  and  therefore  it  would  seem  not  only  unnecessary,  but  even 
improper,  to  bring  at  the  present  time  the  subjects  herein  discussed  to 
the  attention  of  Earl  Hussell.  If,  however,  you  should  discover  that  her 
Majesty's  ministers  are  laboring  under  any  misapprehension  of  the 
views  of  this  government  which  should  seem  to  need  correction,  you 
will  supply  such  correction  upon  a  proper  occasion,  and  in  a  Mendly  and 
courteous  manner. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SRWAED. 
Ghables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  <£c.,  do. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Fo.  1509.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  August  12, 1865. 

Sm:  The  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  has  communicated  to  this  department 
a  dispatch  of  the  24th  ultimo,  addressed  to  him  by  Eear- Admiral  Golds- 
borough,  fix)m  Flushing,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  by  you,  which  appears  to  be  in  answer  to  one  from  the 
admiral,  in  which  he  asked  whether  the  British  government  still  adhered 
to  the  application  of  the  twenty-four-hours  rule  to  the  departure  of  our 
vessels  being  found  in  the  same  ports  with  them  at  the  time  of  their  arrivaL 
Admiral  Goldsborough  asks  whether,  under  the  circumtances  set  forth 
in  your  letter,  he  is  still  4)o  avoid  the  ports  of  England,  and  still  decline 
to  exchange  courtesies  and  ceremonies  with  her  naval  and  other  authori- 
ties. To  this  inquiry  this  department  has^  under  the  instructions  of  the 
President,  requested  Mr.  Welles  to  reply  m  the  afftrmative. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£&.,  dkc.^  &o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  1066.J  Legation  op  the  TJnitbd  States, 

London^  October  14, 1865. 

Sm:  I  feel  itmy  duty  at  once  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  pax)er  issued 
from  the  Foreign  Office  directing  that  all  restrictions  on  ves^s  of  war  of 
the  United  States  be  taken  off  in  British  ports.  IMs  was  sent  to  me  last 
night  with  a  note  from  his  lordship^  •  •  •  in  which  he  also  lets  me 
know  that  the  government  has  decided  to  send  orders  to  Admiral  Den- 
man  to  detain  t^e  Shenandoah  if  she  comes  into  any  British  port,  and  to 

capture  her  if  found  on  the  high  seas. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHABLES  FBANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Earl  Russell  to  the  Lards,  die.,  of  Admiralty  and  Treasury,  and  others. 

Foreign  Office,  October  13, 1865. 

My  Lords:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  June  last,  pre- 
scribing the  course  to  be  taken  by  her  Majesty's  several  authorities  in  all 
ports,  harbors,  and  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  whether  in  the 
United  Kingdom  or  beyond  the  seas,  in  consequence  of  the  recognition 
by  her  Majesty's  government  that  peace  was  restored  within  the  whole 
territory  of  which  the  United  States  of  North  America,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  civil  war,  were  in  undisturbed  possession;  and  with 
reference  more  particularly  to  that  passage  in  my  letter  ia  which  it  was 
laid  down  that  confederate  vessels  departing,  in  pursuance  of  reqidsitionB 
to  be  made  by  her  Majesty's  authorities,  from  any  ports,  harbors,  and 
waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  in  which,  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  by 
those  authorities  of  the  fresh  oiders,  sudi  vessels  might  be  found,  should 
then  and  for  the  last  time  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  prohibition  there- 
tofore enforced  against  pursuit  of  them  within  twenty-four  hours  by  a 
cruiser  of  the  United  States  lying  at  the  time  within  any  such  ports,  har- 
bors, and  waters,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  your  lordships  that  her 
Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  her  Majesty's 
naval  and  other  authorities  at  home  and  in  her  Majesty's  possessions 
abroad  should  be  formally  apprised  that,  as  fiill  time  has  now  elapsed 
since  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  June  for  giving  effect  to  the  provisions  of 
that  letter,  all  measures  of  a  restrictive  nature  on  vessels  of  war  of  the 
United  States  in  British  ports,  harbors,  or  waters  are  now  to  be  con- 
sidered as  at  an  end,  and  that  it  is  the  desire  aud  intention  of  her  Majesty's 
government  that  unrestricted  hospitality  and  friendship  should  be  shown 
to  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  in  all  her  Majesty's  ports,  whether 
at  home  or  abroad. 

I  have  addressed  a  similar  letter  to,  &c. 
I  have,  &c., 

EUSSBLL. 

The  Lords,  &c.,  op  the  Admirai.tt  and  Treasury,  Eight  Hons. 
EDWARli  Oardwell,  M.  p.,  Sir  George  Grey,  Bart.,  M.  P., 
Sir  Charles  Wood,  Bart.,  M.  P. 

[Eeceived  at  United  States  legation,  London,  October  13, 1865.] 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WAsmNGTON,  October  30, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  her 
Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  admiralty 
and  other  departments  of  her  Majesty's  government,  directing  that  all 
measures  of  a  restrictive  nature  on  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  in 
British  ports,  harbors,  or  waters  are  now  to  be  considered  at  an  end;  and 
apprising  them  that  it  is  the  desire  and  intention  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment that  the  most  unrestricted  hospitality  and  friendship  should  be 
shown  to  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  in  all  her  Majesty's  ports, 
whether  at  home  or  abroad. 

I  am  at  tiie  same  time  instructed  to  assure  you  of  the  satisfaction  which 
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iter  Majesty^s  goremment  have  felt  in  issuing  these  orders  to  her  M^esty's 
authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  cfec,  cfcc. 


Uarl  Btusell  io  the  Lords  OommisHoners  of  the  Admiralty, 

Foreign  Officii  October  13, 1865. 

My  Lords:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of-  the  2d  of  June  last^  pre- 
scribing the  course  to  be  taken  by  her  M^esty's  several  authorities  in  all 
ports,  harbors,  and  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  whether  in  the 
United  Kingdom  or  beyond  the  seas,  in  consequence  of  the  recognition 
by  her  Majesty's  government  that  peace  was  restored  within  the  whole 
territory  of  which  the  United  States  of  North  America  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  civil  war  were  in  imdisturbed  possession ;  and  with  reference 
more  particularly  to  that  i)assage  in  my  letter,  in  which  it  was  laid  down 
that  confederate  vessels  departing,  in  pursuance  of  requisitions  to  be 
made  by  her  Majesty's  authorities,  from  any  ports,  harbors,  and  waters 
belonging  to  her  Majesty,-  in  which  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  by  those 
authorities  of  the  fresh  orders  such  vessels  might  be  found,  should  then, 
and  for  the  last  time,  have  the  fidl  benefit  of  the  prohibition  theretofore 
enforced  against  pursuit  of  them  within  twenty-four  hours  by  a  cruiser 
of  the  United  States  lying  at  the  time  within  any  such  ports,  harbors, 
and  waters,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  your  lordships  that  her  Majesty's 
government  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  her  M^yesty's  naval 
and  other  authorities  at  home  and  in  her  Majesty's  possessions  abroad 
should  be  formally  apprised  that,  as  full  time  has  now  elapsed  since  my 
letter  of  the  2d  of  June  for  giving  effect  to  the  provisions  of  that  letter, 
all  measures  of  a  restrictive  nature  on  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States 
in  British  ports,  harbors,  or  waters,  are  now  to  be  considered  as  at  an 
end,  and  that  it  is  the  desire  and  intention  of  her  Mjyesty's  government 
that  unrestricted  hospitality  and  friendship  should  be  shown  to  vessels 
of  war  of  the  United  States  in  all  her  Msyesty's  jiorts,  whether  at  home 
or  abroad. 

I  have  addressed  a  similar  letter  to  the  secretaries  of  state  for  the 
colonial,  home,  and  India  offices,  and  also  to  the  lords  commissioners  of 
her  Majesty's  treasury. 
I  am,  &c, 

RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

ISo.  1572.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  31, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  with  much  satisfaction  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatch  of  the  14th  instant,  Ko.  1066,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  paper 
issued  frt)m  the  Foreign  Office  directing  the  withdrawal  of  all  restrictions 
heretofore  placed  upon  United  States  naval  vessels  in  British  ports 
and  waters.  I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  upon  the 
subject  which  I  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^o.,  &o.j  &o. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Welles. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  October  30, 1865. 

Sm:  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  submitting  for  your  information  a  copy 
of  a  dispatch  which  has  just  been  received  from  Mr.  Adams,  together 
vA\h  its  accompaniment,  a  copy  of  a  note  of  Earl  RusseU,  relating  to  the 
restrictions  upon  American  national  vessels  which  lately  were  maintained 
by  her  Majesty's  government  in  British  ports  and  waters. 

The  dispatch  shows  that  all  the  objectionable  restraints  referred  to 
have  now  been  entirely  removed,  and  that  it  is  the  desire  and  intention 
of  her  Ms^esty's  government  that  unrestricted  hospitality  and  friendship 
shall  be  shown  to  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  in  aU  her  Majesty's 
ports,  whether  at  home  or  abroad. 

Hie  President  ha«  directed  me  to  make  known  to  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment his  satisfaction  with  this  pleasing  manifestation  of  consideration 
and  justice  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  I  have  therefore  to  request  you 
to  inform  the  naval  oflBcers  of  the  United  States  that  the  instructions 
which  have  heretofore  been  given  them  to  make  discriminations  in  regard 
to  their  visits  in  British  ports  and  their  intercourse  with  British  naval 
vessels  are  now  countermanded  and  withdrawn,  and  that  henceforth  most 
liberal  hospitality  and  courtesy  will  be  exi)ected  to  be  shown  by  the  navy 
of  the  United  States  to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Octooer^l^  1866. 

Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yester- 
day's date,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  her  Majesty's  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  aftairs  to  the  admiralty  and  other  depart- 
ments of  her  Msyesty's  government,  directing  that  all  measures  of  a 
restrictive  nature  on  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  in  British  ports, 
harbors,  and  waters,  are  now  to  be  considered  at  an  end,  and  apprising 
them  that  it  is  the  desire  and  intention  of  her  Mtgesty's  government  that 
the  most  unrestricted  hospitality  and  friendship  should  be  shown  to 
vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  in  all  her  Majesty's  ports,  whether  at 
home  or  abroad.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  having  received 
through  Mr.  Adams  a  copy  of  the  order  referred  to,  I  have  instructed 
him  to  express  to  Earl  Eussell  the  satisfaction  with  which  this  govern- 
ment regards  the  action  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 

flPTV  fliTI  t 

'  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  &e.,  dx.,  <6c. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

'So.  5.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  7, 1861. 
Sm:  •♦••#♦•  • 

I  think  I  can  report  with  confidence  a  considerable  amelioration  of 
sentiment  here  towards  the  government  of  the  United  States.  This  may 
be  partly  ascribed  to  the  impression  made  by  the  news  received  of  vig- 
orous and  effective  measures  in  America,  and  partly  to  a  sense  that  the 
preceding  action  of  her  Msyesty's  ministers  has  been  construed  to  mean 
more  than  they  intended  by  it.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  it  had  opened 
a  most  grave  question  touching  the  use  that  might  be  m<ade  of  all  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain  as  a  shelter  for  captures  by  privateers  purporting 
to  be  authorized  by  the  rebellious  States.  After  a  careful  examination 
of  the  subject,  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  without  some  further 
positive  action,  the  preceding  practice  in  this  country  would  authorize 
the  retention  of  such  captures  until  condemned  as  prizes  in  some  admi- 
ralty court  set  up  by  the  insurgents  at  home,  and  the  sale  of  them  after- 
wards. The  effect  of  this,  in  giving  them  encouragement,  can  scarcely 
be  estimated.  It  would  at  once  enlist  in  their  beh^df  most  of  the  daring 
and  desperate  adventurers  of  every  nation,  whose  sole  object  is  plunder, 
and  would  initiate  a  struggle  between  a  community  of  planters,  who 
have  nothing  to  lose  on  the  ocean,  and  a  commercial  nation  which  wnitens 
every  sea  with  the  sails  of  a  peaceful  navigation.  That  so  serious  a  con- 
sequence as  this  was  ever  intended  to  flow  from  the  precipitate  act  of 
the  government  here.  I  did  not  believe.  Hence  it  was  with  great  satis- 
faction that  I  learned,  on  Monday,  that  the  question  would  be  proposed 
on  that  day  by  Mr.  Forster,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  you  will 
have  seen  before  this  in  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body,  and 
that  it  would  be  fully  answered  by  Lord  John  Eussell  on  behalf  of  her 
M^esty's  ministers.  This  answer,  as  since  made,  may  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory,  so  far  as  it  closes  the  door  to  one  bad  effect  of  the  proclama- 
tion ;  but  it  does  not  remove  the  main  difficulty  of  putting  the  legitimate 
and  spurious  authority  in  the  same  category.  Although  in  practice  the 
operation  is  favorable  to  the  former,  in  theory  the  admission  of  equality 
is  equally  vicious.  The  only  consolation  is  to  be  found  in  the  evident 
desire  betrayed  by  the  government  here  to  avoid  in  any  way  a  collision 
with  the  United  States  or  any  direct  encouragement  of  the  insurgents. 

This  is  the  day  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Gregory,  ttie  member  for  Gal  way.  I  understand  that  he  means  to  enter 
largely  into  the  question  of  recognition  of  the  confederates^  and  that  he 
will  probably  be  answered  as  fully.  It  is  stated  to  me  that  the  ministry 
are  willing  to  have  the  discussion  go  on.  For  obvious  reasons  I  do  not 
think  it  advisable  to  attend  the  debate  myself;  but  I  shall  take  measures 
to  obtain  the  best  information  of  the  actual  state  of  feeling  in  the  House 
from  personal  observations,  and  to  transmit  my  own  conclusions  in  the 
next  dispateh.    Unfortunately  it  will  be  necessary  to  close  the  present 

one  before  evening,  in  order  to  be  in  time  tor  the  steamer. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnjJAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  above  referred  to,  see  appendix  So.  1.] 
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PEOPOSITIONS  FOR  MEDIATION  ASB  rNTBRVENTIOIT. 

Mr.  Dallas  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  333.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

LoTidony  May  2, 186L 

Sm:  •  •  •  • 

You  have  doubtless  noticed  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  recognition  of  the  southern  coiSederation, 
which  motion  I  mentioned  at  the  conclusion  of  my  No.  330,  underwent 
postponement  from  tiie  16th  to  the  30th  ultimo,  and  has  again  been 
deferred  a  fortnight,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  extract  from  the  * 

Times  newspaper  of  the  30th  April,  hereto  annexed. 

•  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  DALLAS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  parliamentary  notices  on  this  subject  see  Parliamentary  and 
Judicial  Appendix,''  No.  1.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1.]  »  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May,  17, 1861. 
Sm:  •••••• 

Mr.  Gregory  yesterday  gave  notice  of  a  postponement  of  the  consid- 
eration of  his  motion  until  the  7th  of  June. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  5.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSy  May  22, 1861. 
Sm:  •#•••• 

Mr.  Thouvenel,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation,  took  occasion  to  say 
that  he  deeply  regretted  the  condition  of  things  in  the  United  States, 
and  that  in  this  expression  of  feeling  he  represented  the  views  and  feel- 
ings of  the  Emperor ;  that  so  deeply  concerned  was  the  Emperor,  that 
he  had  felt  disposed  to  offer  his  good  ofOices;  but  had  been  deterred  from 
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the  fear  that  his  offer  might  not  be  well  received ;  but  should  occasion 

for  this  arise  he  would  always  be  ready  and  happy  to  be  of  use. 

•  •••••• 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State*, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

m 

t 

London,  Jtme  8, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of  this  morn- 
ing, containing  an  account  of  the  termination  of  Mr.  Gregory's  move- 
*ment. 

Subsequent  events  only  can  now  do  anything  to  improve  the  pros- 
pect of  the  confederates  at  this  court. 
Yours,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  proceedings  above  referred  to  see  "  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,''  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  15.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtotij  June  8, 1861. 
Sm:  #•##•• 

I  said  that  foreign  intervention,  aid^r  sympathy  in  favor  of  the  insur- 
gents, especially  on  the  part  of  Great  jBritain,  manifestly  could  only  pro- 
tract and  aggravate  the  war.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Dallas,  under  instruc- 
tions from  Sie  President,  in  an  interview  conceded  to  him  by  the  Brit- 
ish secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  presented  our  protest  against 

any  such  intervention. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkcy  dkc.j  (&e. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  16.]  Department  op  State, 

Wa^shingtonj  June  8, 1861. 

Sm:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  of  this  date  addressed  to  Lord  Lyons, 
which  will  dispel  any  uncertainty  which  the  British  government. may 
entertain  in  regard  to  our  recognition  of  a  rule  of  international  law 
which  tiiey  may  deem  important. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfhlly  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dke.j  <&c.,  t&e. 
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Mr,  Sethard  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Dbpaetment  op  State, 

Washififftony  June  8, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  youx  note 
of  the  5th  instant,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  relative  to  a  claim  in 
the  case  of  the  cargo  of  the  bark  Winifred,  a  part  of  which  is  repre- 
sented to  belong  to  British  subjects. 

'  In  reply,  I  regret  that  at  this  juncture  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  inter, 
fere  in  the  ca^e,  as  it  is  understood  that  the  usual  proceedings  in  the 
prize  court  at  New  York  have  been  set  on  foot  against  the  vessel  and 
her  cargo. 

If,  .however,  that  court  shall  be  satisfied  of  the  ownership  by  British 
subjects  of  the  part  of  the  cargo  claimed,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  res- 
titution will  be  decreed,  as  this  government  recognizes  the  right  of  the 
property  of  a  friendly  nation  in  the  vessels  of  an  insurgent  to  be  exempt 
from  condemnation. 

The  papers  which  accompanied  your  note  are  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  lord- 
ship's most  obedient  sen^ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Eight  Hon.  LoBD  Lyons,  d^c,  c&c,  dc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

Fo.  13.]  Dbpaetment  op  State, 

WasMngtonj  June  8, 1861. 

Snt :  Tour  dispatch  of  May  22d  (No.  6)  has  been  received.  Your  safe 
arrival  at  your  post  of  duty  in  this  crisis,  when  our  relations  to  foreign 
countries,  and  especiaUy  to  France,  have  assumed  a  degree  of  interest 
and  importance  never  kuown  before  since  the  Constitution  was  estab- 
lished, is  a  source  of  sincere  satisfaction. 

The  President  approves  the  sentiments  you  expressed  on  your  present- 
ation to  his  Imperial  M^esty.  The  manner  in  which  he  received  you, 
and  the  friendly  expressions  made  by  himself,  as  well  as  those  which 
were  employed  by  Mi.  Thouvenel,  although  not  unexx)ected,  have  given 
us  the  liveliest  satisfaction. 

We  appreciate  highly  the  Emperor's  assurance  that  he  would  mediatebe- 
tween  the  government  and  the  insurgents,  with  a  view  to  the  maintenance 
and  preservation  of  the  Union,  if  such  intervention  were  deemed  desira- 
ble by  us ;  and  that  generous  offer  imposes  a  new  obligation  upon  us 
toward  France,  which  we  acknowledge  with  sincere  pleasure. 

K  mediation  were  at  all  admissible  in  this  grave  case,  that  of  his 
M^esty  would  not  be  declined.  But  the  present  paramount  duty  of  the 
government  is  to  save  the  integrity  of  the  American  Union.  Absolute, 
self-sustaining  independence  is  the  first  and  most  indispensable  element' 
of  jnational  existence.  This  is  a  republican  nation;  all  its  domestic 
affairs  must  be  conducted  and  even  adjusted  in  constitutional  republi- . 
can  forms  and  upon  constitutional  republican  principles.  This  is  an 
American  nation,  and  its  internal  affairs  must  not  only  be  conducted 
with  reference  to  its  peculiar  continental  position,  but  by  and  through 
American  agencies  alone.  These  are  simple  elementary  principles  of 
administration,  no  one  of  which  can  be  departed  firom  witili  safety  in  any 
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emergency  whatever;  nor  could  it  be  departed  from  with  the  pablic 
consent^  which  rightmlly  regulates,  throagh  constitationally  constituted 
popular  authorities,  the  entire  business  of  the  government. 

I  have  set  them  forth  in  no  invidious,  uncharitable,  or  ungenerous 
spirit.  I  state  them  fairly  and  broadly,  because  I  know  the  magna- 
nimity of  the  Emperor  of  France,  and  I  Know  that  he  can  appreciate 
directness  and  candor  in  diplomacy.  I  know,  moreover^  that  he  is  a 
friend  of  the  ITnited  States,  and  desires  that  they  may  continue  one  great 
and  independent  nation  forever.  I  know  still  further  that  the  princi- 
ples I  have  thus  stated  will  commend  themselves  to  his  own  great  wis- 
dom. To  invite  or  to  accept  mediation  would  be  incompatible  with  these 
principles. 

When  all  this  has  been  said,  you  will  then  further  say  to  Mr  Thou- 
venel.  or  to  the  Emperor,  that  if  any  mediation  were  at  tdl  admissible  it 
would  be  his  own  that  we  should  seek  or  accept 

You  may  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  this  government  has  no  appre- 
hension whatever  of  its  being  unable  to  conduct  our  domestic  affairs 
through  this  crisis  to  a  safe  conclusion ;  that  consummation  is  even  not 
far  distant,  if  foreign  powers  shall  practice  towards  us  the  same  forbear- 
ance from  intervention  which  we  have  habitually  practiced  towards 
them  in  emergencies  similar  to  our  own ;  that  intervention  by  them 
would  only  protract  and  aggravate  the  civil  war  in  which  we  are  unhap- 
pily engaged ;  that  civil  war  is  a  scourge  to  which  we  are  more  sensi- 
tive than  any  other  people,  but  that  the  preservation  of  national  unity^ 
which  is  national  existence,  reconciles  us  to  every  form  of  difficulty  and 
to  the  longest  possible  endurance  of  the  trial  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Other  subjects  mentioned  in  your  dispatch  will  be  the  subject  of  a 
special  communication  after  we  shall  have  received  the  information  from 
the  French  government  which  Mr.  Thouvenel  told  Mr.  Sanford  that  he 
should  send  with  very  little  delay.  It  seems  desirable  to  have  the  posi- 
tions of  the  French  government  in  regard  to  our  affairs,  as  stated  by 
itself,  before  we  answer  the  inquiries  bearing  on  the  subjects  to  be  dis- 
cussed, which  were  referred  to  us  through  the  conversation  which  took 
place  at  the  time  of  your  reception. 

I  am,  sir,  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD.  . 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfco.,  c6c. 

P.  S. — ^I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  of  this  date  to  Lord  Lyons,  which 
will  dispel  any  uncertainty  which  the  French  government  may  entertain 
in  regard  to  our  recognition  of  a  rule  of  international  law  which  they 
may  deem  important. 

[Printed  with  dispatch  'So.  16,  dated  June  8, 1861,  fipom  Mr.  Seward 
to  Mr.  Adams,  ante.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extraot.] 

Ko.  26.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtonj  July  6, 1861. 
Sib:  •••••• 

The  President  is  highly  gratified  by  the  disposition  which  Mr.  Thou- 
venel has  made  of  the  application  of  the  agents  of  the  insurrectionists 
for  recognition  of  their  pretended  revolution.    What  you  have  reported 
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to  US  in  tMs  respect  is  happily  coDfirmed  in  even  more  emphatic  lan- 
guage by  the  communication  which  Mr.  Mercier  has  made  to  us  to-day 

under  instructions  from  his  government. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Ejctraot.] 

No.  43.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

ZfOfu^c^;  September  14, 1861. 

Sm:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Li  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  dispatch  No.  72,  dated  the  24th  of 
August,  I  have  little  to  add  to  what  has  been  said  heretofore.  The  ac- 
tivity of  the  confederate  emissaries  has  been  of  late  very  much  stimu- 
lated by  a  feeling  that  the  prospects  of  recognition  thU  in  a  great  degree 
depend  upon  their  success  in  maintaining  themselves  through  the  next 
three  months.  To  that  end  they  are  straining  every  nerve  in  the  pur- 
chase of  arms  and  ammunition,  in  fitting  out  vessels,  in  subsidizing  men. 
and  in  affecting  the  channels  of  opinion  in  this  country.  The  faithftif 
co-operation  of  the  agents  of  the  United  States  at  the  various  ports,  in 
procuring  information  in  advance  of  every  movement^  becomes  more 

and  more  necessary. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAKLES  FEABTOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[ExtriMst.] 

No.  46.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  September  19, 1861. 
Sm:  •••••• 

Passing  from  this  subject  to  another  collateral  one,  I  have  only  to  say 
that  inforn^ation  has  reached  me  from  two  different  sources  to  the  effect 
that  not  long  since  a  direct  application  was  made  to  the  government 
here  for  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  on  the  ground  of  their  success 
at  Manassas,  and  that  it  was  met  with  a  decided  negative.  This  wiU 
explain  the  reason  of  the  positive  language  on  that  subject  in  Lord  Eus- 
sell's  note  to  me  in  answer  to  the  complaint  made  of  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Bunch.  I  also  learn  that  the  measure,  which  at  one  time  had  been 
adopted  by  the  cabinet,  of  sending  out  another  detachment  of  troops  to 
Canada,  has  been  reconsidered^  and  laid  aside  for  the  present  at  least. 
Both  these  acts  indicate  a  desire  to  avoid  causes  of  irritation,  which  I 
do  not  doubt  to  prevail.    The  government  wiU  wait  until  the  result  of 
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the  pending  military  preparations  shall  have  scope  for  the  fullest  devel- 
opment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
.    Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

f     Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  125.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  14, 1861. 

Sib:  Tour  dispatch  of  October  18th,  No.  61,  has  been  received. 

I  estimate  very  highly  the  information  it  contains  and  the  estimates 
it  furnishes  of  the  comparative  forces  in  Liverpool  bearing  on  our  con- 
flict at  home. 

It  is  in  France  that  the  activity  of  our  revolutionary  emissaries  just 
now  is  most  signally  displayed,  and  that  the  virtue  of  the  government 
seems  likely  to  be  tried. 

How  strange  that  Great  Britain  and  France  do  not  at  once  see  that 
they  have  only  a  lesser  interest  than  our  own  in  repressing  this  insur- 
rection. Happily,  the  people  of  this  country  are  rising  every  day  to  a 
more  just  consciousness  of  their  own  ability  and  their  duty  to  put  it 
forth.  I  grow  more  proud  of  my  countrymen  every  day. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ohables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.^  &e.^  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  136.]  Department  op  State 

WashiiigUmj  November  30, 1861. 
Sib:  •••••• 

We  are  impressed  very  favorably  by  Lord  Palmerston's  conversation 
with  you.  You  spoke  the  simple  fact  when  you  told  him  that  the  life  of 
this  insurrection  is  sustained  by  its  hopes  of  recognition  in  Great  Britain 
and  in  France.  It  would  perish  in  ninety  days  if  those  hopes  should 
cease.  I  have  never  for  a  moment  believed  that  such  a  recognition 
could  take  place  without  producing  immediately  a  war  between  the 
United  States  and  all  the  recognizing  powers.  I  have  not  supposed  it 
possible  that  the  British  government  could  fail  to  see  this;  and  at  the 
same  time  I  have  sincerely  believed  the  British  government  must,  in  its 
inmost  heart,  be  as  averse  from  such  a  war  as  I  know  this  government  i& 
I  am  sure  that  this  government  has  carefully  avoided  giving  any 
cause  of  offense  or  irritation  to  Great  Brit-aiu.  But  it  has  seemed  to  me 
that  the  Britig^  government  has  been  inattentive  to  the  currents  that 
seemed  to  be  bringing  the  two  countries  into  collision.  I  specify  some 
of  the  incidents.  The  arms,  munitions,  and  materials  of  war  used  by 
the  insurgents  come  from  Great  Britain,  and  British  merchants  dispatch 
vessels  with  supplies  for  the  insurgents  to  run  the  blockade ;  and  though 
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the  power  of  the  British  government  to  prevent  these  transactions  is 
invoked,  it  is  invoked  in  vain. 

Secondly,  the  communication  of  the  British  and  French  governments 
to  the  insurgent  cabal  at  Bichmond,  through  Mr.  Bunch,  was  a  proceed- 
ing that  cotdd  not  fail  to  alarm  the  American  government  and  people. 
When  the  fact  happened  to  become  known  to  us,  I  had  just  become  sat- 
isfied, though  in  confidential  communications,  that  the  British  govern- 
ment was  prepared  to  assume  a  tone  that  should  repel  the  prevailing 
presumption  of  its  inclinations  to  a  recognition.  But  the  offensive  cor- 
respondence of  the  British  government  left  us  no  alternative  but  to 
exercise  our  right  to  revoke  the  exequatur  of  the  offending  consul.  It 
was  done,  however,  upon  the  grounds  of  his  having  rendered  himself 
personally  obnoxious. 

Thirdly^  when  we  asked  the  British  government  in  all  kindness  to 
exclude  piratical  vessels  which  are  preying  upon  our  merchant  marine, 
engaged  in  carrying  bread  to  Europe,  from  British  portfl,  we  received 
for  answer  that  the  law  oificers  of  the  Crown  say  that  to  sui)ply  such 
vessels  with  shelter,  coal,  and  provisions  does  not  conflict  with  her 
Majesty's  proclamation,  and  thus  these  pirates  are  afforded  by  Great 
Britain  privileges  which  are  denied  by  every  other  civilized  and  Chris- 
tian state. 

I  mention  these  things  solely  because  I  infer  from  Lord  Palmerston's 
remarks  that  the  British  government  is  now  awake  to  the  importance 
of  averting  possible  conflict,  and  disposed  to  confer  and  aict  with  earnest- 
ness to  that  end.  If  so^e  are  disposed  to  meet  them  in  the  same  spirit, 
as  a  nation  chiefly  of  British  lineage,  sentiments,  and  sympathies — a 

civilized  and  humane  nation — a  Christian  people. 

•  •••••• 

Although  this  is  a  confidential  note,  I  shall  not  object  to  your  reading 
it  to  Earl  liussell  and  Lord  Palmerston,  if  you  deem  it  expedient. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkcj  d*c.,  c£rc. 


Mr.  Seuoard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  157.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  2, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  confiden- 
tial dispatch  which  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLL^M  H.  SEWARD. 

Chaeles  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  <&c.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No^97.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  11th  December,  Fo.  95,  was  received.    Its 
principal  topic  is  an  article  un&iendly  to  us,  which  appeared  in  a  journal 
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at  Paris,  tlie  Constitutioniiel,  with,  as  you  are  infoimed,  the  approval  of 
the  minister  of  the  interior.  For  your  vigilance  in  gathering  this  infor- 
mation and  communicating  it  to  us  you  have  the  sincere  thanks  of  the 
President. 

When  treacherous  pilots  have  run  a  ship  upon  a  lee  shore,  she  can  be 
extracted  from  danger  only  by  care  and  cQligence  in  carrying  her  over 
successive  breakers.  We  have  already  gottiCn  our  noble  ship  safely 
across  more  than  one.  The  next  will  probably  be  a  direct  demonstrar- 
tion  in  Europe  for  recognition  on  account  of  tiie  rigors  of  the  blockade. 
If  the  nfilitary  and  naval  movements  now  imminent  shall  be  as  success- 
ful as  we  think,  we  shall  have  much  confidence  in  our  ability  to  meet 
with  success  the  last  and  greatest  foreign  dif&culty  before  us.  Keep  us 
well  advised  of  all  indications  on  that  subject. 

Ton  will  have  received  a  copy  of  the  full  correspondence  concerning 
the  Trent.  I  submit  for  your  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  weU 
to  call  Mr.  Thouvenel's  attention  to  the  suggestion  made  in  my  note  to 
Mr.  Mercier  about  the  need  of  a  revision  of  the  maritime  law.  At  the 
same  time  do  not  lose  an  opportunity  for  saying  tha^  with  our  past  and 
coming  successes,  we  are  quite  sure  that  the  need  or  the  blockade  will 
not  continue  very  long.  If  necessary,  speak  of  it  as  a  thing  daily  more 
and  more  fully  within  our  power  to  modtfy,  if  not  terminate  altogether. 

I  do  not  see  how  Gr^t  Britain  is  to  come  into  the  measure  of  breaking 
the  blockade.  If  it  were  forcibly  broken  by  her  without  excuse,  would 
not  the  world  have  seen  the  last  blockade  t  All  these  views  are  confi- 
dential. I  wish  you  and  Mr.  Adams  might  find  an  opportunity  to  con- 
verse about  them,  and  come  to  an  understanding  concerning  the  line  of 
conduct  to  be  suggested  to  us,  in  case  of  new  difficulties  when  Parlia^ 
ment  comes  in. 

•  •  ••  •  •    -  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfcc,  dke. 


Mr  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extraot.] 

No.  168.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington^  January  23, 1862. 
Sm:  •••••• 

We  hear  continually  of  purposes  entertained  by  portions  of  the  British 
people  to  induce  their  government  to  lend  itself  to  the  aid  of  the  insur- 
rection. Our  arguments  against  such  an  iigurious  proceeding  have  been 
already  made  known.  We  have,  moreover,  put  .ourselves  upon  the 
practice  of  justice  and  liberality  towards  the  British  nation  and  people 
in  all  our  intercourse  with  them. 

I  do  not  know,  therefore,  that  we  can  do  more  than  wait  for  the  threat- 
ened development,  and  meet  it  as  we  best  can,  if  it  must  come.    Happily, 
every  day  that  passes  finds  us  a  people  more  united  and  determined  in 
maintaining  and  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  republic. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbanois  Adahs,  Esq.,  &c.^  <£o.,  <&o. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

'So.  106.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  January  24, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  glad  to  perceive  by  the  contents  of  the  confidential  not«  to 
Mr.  Dayton,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  yonr  dispatch  No.  157,  of  the 
2d  of  this  month,  that  the  government  is  folly  alive  to  a  sense  of  the 
growing  danger  of  European  interference  in  American  affairs.  The  indi- 
cations of  this  disposition  have  become  far  more  decided  since  the  expec- 
tations formed  from  the  case  of  the  Gl^ent  have  been  disappointed.  The 
first  pretext  seized  on  in  France  and  eagerly  caught  up  here  has  been 
the  alleged  destruction  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and  so  impressible 
is  the  popular  mind  in  both  countries  to  any  unfavorable  representation 
of  our  action,  that  many  of  those  really  well  disposed  joined  in  the 
clamor,  even  before  they  were  possessed  of  any  of  the  fiEbcts.  The  next  will 
be  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade^  or  else  its  excessive  severity.  And 
so  it  will  go  on  until  the  public  opmion  shall  be  worked  up  to  the  proper 
pitch  to  sanction  a  positive  interference.  Already  the  Observer,  one  of 
the  newspapers  occasionally  used  as  an  oi:gan  of  the  minister,  has  dis- 
tinctly alluded  to  the  necessity  of  another  Navarino,  while  another,  the 
Globe,  in  a  more  subdued  tone,  hints  with  equal  significance  at  the  expe- 
diency of  an  armed  intervention  to  put  a  stop  to  the  war. 

•  •        '       •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  178.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  4, 1862. 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Some  correspondents  and  many  journals  write  to  us  that  the  Parlia- 
ment and  the  Chambers  are  to  be  pressed  into  discussions  designed  to 
induce  Great  Britain  and  France  to  recognize  the  insurgents  and  inter- 
vene to  raise  our  blockade.  I  have  already  made  some  suggestions  to 
you  with  a  view  to  counteract  those  dangerous  designs.  I  am  not  aware 
that  I  can  now  profitably  do  more  in  that  direction. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^o.,  dfc.,  &o. 
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•Jfr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  112.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

LondoUy  February  7, 1862. 

Sib  :  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  her  Majesty^s 
speech  to  both  houses  of  Parliament,  together  with  the  Morning  Post 
newspaper  of  this  morning,  giving  a  report  of  the  debate  in  the  two 
houses  yesterday  on  the  add^s.  It  will  be  perceived  that  both  Lord 
BusseU  and  Lord  Palmerstou  announced,  quite  distinctly,  the  intention 
of  the  government  to  maintain  its  present  position.  The  position  of 
Lord  Derby,  on  the  other  hand,  is  somewhat  equivocal,  and  would  seem 
to  imply  an  organized  movement,  if  it  were  not  for  the  finer  tone  of  IVIr. 
D'Israeli  in  the  other  house.  On  the  whole,  the  expression  of  sentiment, 
so  far  as  it  goes,  is  favorable.  The  debate  will,  however,  take  quite  a 
different  shape  when  it  comes  to  the  questions  presented  in  detail.  There 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  a  movement  will  then  be  made  in  whatever 
direction  may  be  thought  most  likely,  at  the  moment,  to  be  favorable  to 
the  insurgents.  The  earnestness  with  which  it  will  be  pressed  will  largely 
depend  on  the  nature  of  the  intelligence  received  from  the  United 

States. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

TSo.  186.]  Depabtm:ent  op  State, 

Washington^  February  17, 1862. 

Sm:  The  interval  between  the  reception  of  your  last  dispatches  and 
the  dei)arture  of  the  mail  is  too  short  to  permit  full  response  to  your 
call  for  information  respecting  details  which  would  show  the  efficiency 
of  the  blockade.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  has  been 
received  from  the  consul  general  at  Havana,  by  which  you  will  learn — 

Pirst  That  in  view  of  the  extent  of  the  coast  blockaded,  and  the  amount 
of  commerce  which  existed  before  the  blockade  began,  the  number  of 
vessels  which  have  run  the  blockade  is  very  smaU,  and  the  trade  effected 
by  them  is  inconsiderable. 

Second.  That  the  success  of  the  blockade  has  continually  increased. 
It  is  now  as  nearly  absolutely  effective  as  any  blockade  ever  was. 

Third.  That  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  vessels  which  have  run  the 
blockade  are  British  vessels. 

You  need  not  be  told  how  little  care  the  British  government  has  taken 
to  discourage  or  repress  that  prohibited  trade. 

But  the  true  test  is  not  the  number  of  vessels  that  have  entered  or 
left  the  blockaded  ports,  but  the  actual  effect  of  the  blockade.  I  send 
you  two  articles  on  that  subject,  which  you  will  find  conclusive  against 
all  allegations  that  the  blockade  is  uiefficiently  conducted. 

Happily,  the  active  campaign  of  our  land  and  naval  forces  has  begun. 
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The  great  preparations  which  have  been  made  so  diligently  and  so  care- 
folly  in  defiance  of  popular  impatience  at  home  and  political  impatience 
abroad  are  now  followed  by  results  indicative  of  a  complete  and  even 
early  decision  of  the  contest  in  favor  of  the  government. 

We  entertain  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  justice  as  well  as  the  wisdom 
of  foreign  states  to  apprehend  any  intervention  in  the  face  of  these  sig- 
nificant triumphs  of  the  aims  of  the  Union.    As  to  details,  the  public 
journals  which  you  wiU  receive  will  be  the  best  dispatches  possible. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfee.,  d^o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Shufeldt  to  Mr,  Seward. 

m 

No.  3.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana^  January  14, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  inclose  you  a  corrected  list  of  the  vessels  which  have  run  the 
blockade  of  the  southern  coast  since  its  establishment,  either  to  or  from 
the  ports  of  the  island  of  Cuba. 

I  ask  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  at  the  present  moment  the  ports 
of  the  South  are  closed  to  commerce,  except  in  the  smallest  class  of 
vessels,  and  these,  though  nominally  clearing  irom  the  more  important 
seaports,  really  come  from  some  of  the  many  bayous  and  inlets  in  their 
vicinity. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  your  notice  that  this  trade  is  carried  on  almost 
exclusively  under  the  British  flag. 

Brazos  Santiago,  Texas,  seven  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Eio 
Grande,  by  our  latest  accounts  is  not  blockaded.  It  is  possible  that  the 
government  may  have  some  object  in  leaving  it  open ;  but  from  the  fact 
of  its  being  open  it  is  at  present  used  unrestricted  as  a  means  of  enter- 
ing goods  of  every  description  into  Texas.  Vessels  from  this  port 
(Havana,)  laden  with  cargoes  for  the  South,  clear  for  Matamoras ;  but 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water  on  the  bar  of  the  Kio  Grande,  (five  feet,) 
they  must  of  necessity,  in  this  season  of  northers,  discharge  at  Brazos, 
where  they  have  eight  feet  of  water  on  the  bar. 

The  United  States  steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba  recently  visited  this  point, 
as  before  reported  to  you,  and  found  eleven  schooners  anchored  at  Brazos, 
all  of  which  were  engaged  in  contraband  trade ;  and  I  have  since  seen 
in  a  New  Orleans  paper  of  3d  instant  that  this  visit  of  the  Santiago 
created  great  consternation,  both  ashore  and  afloat,  as  the  paper  stated 
it  was  almost  without  the  means  of  defence. 

Should  it,  therefore,  be  consistent  with  the  views  of  the  government, 
the  closing  of  this  port  or  its  possession  would  go  far  toward  the  com- 
plete destruction  of  southern  trade. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

R.  W.  SHUFELDT, 

Consul  Oeneral. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

26  A  c— VOL.  I 
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Ligt  ofvegsds  that  have  rum  the  blodcade. 

HAVANA. 


Date. 


May  26 
May    28 

Jane  6 
Jnne  8 
Jnne  13 
Jnne  16 
June  20 
June  28 
Ang.  3 
Ang.  8 
Ang.  11 
Aug.  30 
Sept.  9 
Sept  15 
Sept  26 
Oct  1 
Oct.  16 
Oot  28 
Oct  28 
Oct  28 
Oct  30 
Nov.  4 
Nov.  4 
Mot.  8 
Not.  10 
Nov.  11 
Nov.  13 
Nov.  20 
Nov.  80 
Nov.  26 
Dec  3 
Dec  5 
Dec  11 
Dec  21 
Dec  24 
Dec  25 
Dec  26 
Dec  87 
Dec    31 


Nationality. 


Spanish  .. 
American. 
BritiHh... 
Spanieh  .. 

...  do 

Britiah  ... 


.do. 


Sphnish  . . . . . 
Britiah 

■  ■  «  ■  U  V  •■•••••« 

B  ■  •  •  UU  ••••««  ■■ 

■  0  •  •  U V  ••••••«■ 

R    «   •   ■  UW  ■•00««    •« 

•  •  ■  •  Qv  ■«•««••■ 

>    ■    0   •  ttU  •••0V«    «■ 

*  0  •  •  %ft^^  ■■•■••  •■ 

IMS*  Uw  •••«••■« 

Confederate.. 

British 

....do 

»  «  •  •  Uw  •■■■•••■ 

I  •  «  *  CIO  ••••••  •« 

■  ■  •  •  W9  ••••■•«■ 

Mezlean  .... 
BritiMh 

I  ■  •  a  W/  •••0««    •■ 

I  •  •  •  Qv ■•••••  •« 

I  •  •  «  Uw  •••«••  •« 

. . ..do...... .. 

Confederate.. 
....do...... .. 

»  0  a  •  %A^9  ■■•••■   ■« 

....do 


do 

British , 

Confederate.. 

*  ■  •  •  UV •0«0««  m  * 

Mexican . . . .  ■ 
Confederate.. 


Clasa. 


Brig 

Sdiooner, 

...do 

Bark 

...do 

Schooner 
...do 


Bark 

Schooner . 

•  •  a  ■  UU  •  •  0  •  < 

■  •  • ■ Uv ■ ■ ■  •  I 

•  •  •  •  U V  •  0  0  •  ■ 

....do. .... 

•  0  ■  «  U  W  m  m  m  •  t 

•  •     0     •    %ft  W  •0001 

. ...do...., 
Ketch  .... 
Steamer . . 
Schooner . 

....do 

. . . . do. . . . . 

....do..... 

•  00  •Uw*  •  0  •  « 

....do 

•  00*  QO  0 • « • < 

0  •  0  •  \Aw  •  0  0  •  • 
•    •    0    •  UW  •    0    •    •    I 

....do..... 
....do..... 
....do 

Steamer.. 

Schooner . 
....do 


....do 

....do 

....do 

•    00*  W  •0001 

0  0  •  •  U"  ■  0  •  •  I 

....do 


Name. 


Jnana  Tenia 

Lovet 

Emma  de  Basse  . 

Teresita , 

Jaruoo 

Tamanlipas 

Major  Barbour  .. 
Jaana  Teresa.... 

Adeline , 

MaiOT  Barbour. . . 
Prince  of  Wales  . 

Robert  Peel 

S.  H.  Toone 

Parliament , 

Prince  of  Wales  , 
C.  P.Knapp  ..... 

R.  Barrows 

Theodora 

H.  Travers 

Mfdor  Barbour... 

Mabel 

Adeline 

Parliament ...... 

Hermosa 

Sir  Robert  Peel.. 

Mary 

Victoria , 

N.H.  Northrop  .. 

Lida 

Break  of  Day.... 

Vandervilt 

W.  Mallory 

Onward , 

New  iTear 

M^lor  Barbour  ., 
WUliam  Henry  ., 

W.  Benson 

Zorro  Colorado.. 
R.WUder 


Carga 


Lumber. 
BaUast.. 
Assorted, 
...do.... 
...do.... 


...do... 

...do... 

Lumber 

Rice.... 

Cotton.. 

Rice.... 

>...do... 

Resin... 

Rice.... 

...do... 


■  .••*•■ 


Assorted... 
Turpentine 
Passengers. 
Turpentine 

Cotton 

Rice 

....do 


...do 

Turpentine 

Rice 

...do 


...do 

r  0  •  •  QO  •00000   •« 

...do 

Turpentine . . 

Cotton 

Turoentine .. 


...do 

Cotton 

Turpentine 

do 

Cargo 

Turpentine 


Port 


Femandina. 
Galveston. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
St  Mary's. 
Savannah! 
New  Orleans. 
Newbem. 

.  Do. 
New  Orleans. 
Savannah. 
Beaufort. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 
Charleston. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 
Charleston. 
Savannah. 

Do. 
New  Orleans. 
Savannah. 

Do. 

Do. 
Wilmington. 
Savannah. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 
Mobile 

Appalachioola. 
New  Orleans. 

Do. 

Do. 
Appalachicola. 
Brasos  Santiago. 
MobQc 


MATAKZA& 


May  31 

June  83 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  21 
Nov.  10 
Nov.  10 
Nov.   11 


American 

— do 

Britiah ......... 

Confederate.... 

I  0  «  •  QO  •00000000a 

British 

...do 


Brig 

Schooner 

>  0  0  ■  QO  •0001 

Ketch... 
Schooner 
...do.... 
...do 


H.  Jackson. 
Velasco  .... 
Aigburth . . . 

Noank  

Tarper 

Anna 

Havelock.. 


Rice... 
Ballast 
Rice... 
...do.. 
...do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 


Savannah. 
Galveston. 
Newborn. 
Charleston. 

Do. 
Savannah. 
Charleston. 


CARDIRAS. 


Oct    26 
Oct    82 


Confederate. 

•  0  •  •  QO  •000000 


Steamer. 
Schooner, 


Theodora . 
Waterman 


Passengers 
Rioe 


CharlesCon. 
Do. 


Liit  ofvtssels  that  sailed  from  Cuban  ports  and  ran  the  blockade, 

HAVANA. 


Date. 

Nattonality. 

Claas. 

Name. 

Cargo. 

Port. 

May   28 
Jnne    3 

Britiih ,... 

Steamer 

•  0  0  •  QO  •00000*« 

....do........ 

Bark 

Schooner.... 
...  .do ........ 

....do...... .. 

An 

Micamon 

Assorted 

Mobile. 

•    00*  QO  •00000    •00000 

■  • • • QO  •00000 •0000* 

Aoaniah  ......... 

Victoria 

Suoar • 

Georgia  Coast 

June     8 

Margaret  Steph .... 

Juana  Teresa 

Major  Barbour .... 
Adeline 

■** ""O*"    ............. 

Ciffan 

Berwick  Bay. 

June    8 

Ballaat 

St  Marv's  River. 
Baratana. 

June  28 

Britiah 

Aaaorted 

Aug.     8 
Aug.   19 
Aug.  20 
Sept  19 
Sept  19 

.  ...do............ 

•    00*  QO  •0000«00000« 

...do 

(Joffee,  StCm  ........ 

Savannah. 

Prinoe  of  Wales. . . 
Mi^or  Barbour  .... 

Sir  Rob.  Peel 

Esilda 

Coffee 

Beaufort. 

Assorted. 

Barataria. 

•  •  •  ■  QO ■••00000000«|«00^ QO •00000  •• 

...  do l....do 

Coffoe 

Assorted 
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List  ofveueU  that  sailed  from  Cuban  forts,  8fe. — Continned. 


Date. 


Sept  24 
Sept.  26 
Oct  IS 
Oct  12 
Oct  23 
Oct  28 
Oct  29 
Nov.  8 
Nov.  9 
Nov.  9 
Nov.  9 
Nov.  19 
Nov.  12 
Nov.  ]2 
Nov.  23 
Nov.  23 
Nov.  23 
Nov.  23 
Dec.  1 
Dee.  9 
Dee.  14 
Deo.  22 
Dec  24 
Dec  24 
Dec  24 
Dec  27 
Dec  31 
Dec   31 


NatiouUity. 


Britlfth 

do 

•  • •  •  uv ••«•«• ■ 

do 

Ck>nfederBte. 
British 

I  •  •  ■  U  V  ■  •  ■  0  •  •   • 
■  •  •  •  UO  ■•••••  m 

■  0  0  •  uo  «««••• ■ 

. ...do....... 

....do 


•Mexican 
British.. 
....do.... 
>...do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
...do.... 


....do....... 

....do 

....do...... . 

Confederate. 
British 

«  0  ■  •  UO  a  •  •  0  •  #  « 

....do....... 


Class. 


Schooner 
....do..... 
Steamer . . 
Schooner . 
Ketch  .... 
Schooner . 
Steamer . . 
Schooner , 
....do...., 
i...do...., 

>    A  •   •  U  V  •••01 

»  0  0  •  U V  •  0  •  0  < 

...do 


...do 

Ketch  .... 
Schooner . 
....do..... 
....do...., 
,...do..... 
...do..... 

...do 

,...do..... 

Steamer . , 

Schooner 

....do 


Steamer., 
Schooner 
....do 


Name 


Parliament 

J.  H.  Toone..... 

Salvor , 

Prince  of  Wales. 

B.  Barrows 

Jackson. 

Theodora , 

M^)or  Barbour.., 
Lord  Lyons  ..... 

Mabel , 

Adeline , 

Victoria 

H.  Travers 

Zorro  Colorado., 

Lida 

Mary 

Victoria 

SirRob.  PMl.... 
W.H.  Northrop., 
Prince  of  Wales.. 

Hermosa , 

Wide  Awake.... 

Black  Joker 

Sir  Rob.  Peel.... 

W.Mallory 

Labuan  

G.  P.  Knapp 

Harriet 


Cargo. 


CofRse 


Coflfoe 

...do 

...do 

Rnm,  sngars,  &c 
Coffee 


Coffee 

Fruit 

Coffee 

Assorted  eargo. 

...do 

Coffee 

...do 


...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 
...do.. 


Coffee.... 
Sundries. . 
European. 
Sundries. . 
Coffee . . . . 


Port 


Savannah. 


Savannah. 
MobUe. 

Femandina. 

Barataria. 

Brasos'Santiago. 


Brasos  Santiago. 

Do. 

Do. 
Savannah. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Wilmington. 
Savannah. 

Do. 
MobUe. 
Barataria. 
Savannah. 
Mobile. 
Texas. 
Mobile. 
Savannah. 


MATANZA8. 


June  4 
June  4 
July  6 
July  6 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  30 


British. 
....do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 


Brig 

Schooner 

I     ■    •    ■  Of/  0    0   0   0. 

Brig 

Schooner 
Ketch  .... 


H.  Jackson . . . 
British  Queen 

Chief 

Syren 

Algbuth 

Noank 


Molasses. 

....do.... 

...do.... 


....do. 
Coffee 
....do. 


Savannah. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Charleston. 

Do, 


CARDKNAS. 


June  8 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  13 
Nov.     1 


British. 

....do... 

....do... 

...do... 


Schooner 
....do...., 

I    •    •    •  Uv  •0001 

...do 


Prince  of  Wales. 

Albion 

Time 

Waterman 


Sugar ... 
Molasses. 
....do.... 


Savannah. 

Charleston. 

Savannah. 


Note. — Since  the  above  was  put  in  type,  one  steamer  and  four  schooners  have  arrived  with  cotton  and 
naval  stores  at  Havana  and  Matansas  from  confederate  ports. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 


No.  191.] 


Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  February  19, 1862. 

Sm:  Although  I  have  adverted  in  other  instnictions  to  the  subjecta 
discussed  in  your  dispatch  of  January  24,  'So,  106,  it  is  only  now  that  I 
have  found  leisure  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  this  paper.  I  Qm 
satisfied  that  the  apprehension  you  expressed  in  it,  of  a  probable  inter- 
vention by  Great  Britain  in  our  domestic  contest,  was  weU  founded,  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  then  appeared  before  the  European  world. 
But,  happily,  that  aspect  has  changed,  and  the  change  must  have  now 
come  over  the  disposition  of  even  tiie  most  skeptical  or  the  most  hos- 
tile observers  of  our  domestic  contest  throughout  the  world. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAEB. 

Ghables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  dtcj  dkc.j  dto. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

■ 

No.  148,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  25, 1862. 

Sm:  •  •  .*  *  I  can  only  call  your  attention  to  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  at  Manchester,  which  is  reported  in  the  Times 
of  this  morning.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  not  in  quite  so  friendly  a 
tone  as  his  former  one  on  the  same  subject.  Indeed,  it  seems  to  me 
that  public  opinion  shows  signs  of  fluctuation,  just  in  proportion  to  the 
character  of  the  news  from  America.  The  paragraph  in  the  President's 
proclamation  which  relates  to  the  removal  of  the  dangers  from  foreign 
intervention  is  not  well  received,  perhaps,  because  it  touches  the  sore 
too  abruptly.  As  the  period  approaches  when  the  end  of  the  existing 
stock  of  cotton  grows  more  and  more  visible,  the  distress  of  the  opera- 
tives appears  more  aggravated,  and  the  speculations  as  to  the  fixture 
are  more  freely  indulged  in.  The  movements  of  the  Emperor  are 
watched  with  more  interest,  and  hopes  are  undoubtedly  cherished,  in 
secret,  that  he  will  have  the  courage  to  do  what  many  here  wish,  but 
are  asnamed  to  declare  to  the  world. 

In  the  mean  time  outfits  of  vessels  with  supplies  to  run  the  blockade 
go  on  with  increased  vigor.    Every  account  received  of  a  successfiil 

voyage  stimulates  to  enlarged  contributions. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEAI^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  Britifih  Blue  Book,  "North America," No.  1, 1863,  p.  1.] 

Fo.  1. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  May  16, 1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  an  article  which  has  appeared 
in  the  !N^ational  Intelligencer  newspaper  this  morning,  on  the  subject  of 
rumors  which  have  reached  this  country  from  Europe  of  an  intention 
on  the  part  of  England  and  France  to  intervene  in  the  present  civil 
wiM**  It  is  temperate  in  tone,  and  is  deserving  of  attention,  as  it  may 
be  taken  to  express  the  view  of  the  subject  taken  by  this  government 

Mr.  Seward,  indeed,  spoke  himself  to  me  in  very  much  the  same  lan- 
guage three  days  ago.  The  French  government  had,  he  said,  all  along 
very  frankly  communicated  to  the  government  of  the  United.  States  its 
perplexities  and  the  sufferings  endured  by  its  i)eople  in  consequence  of 
the  interruption  of  commerce  with  the  south.  He  had  been  unable  for 
some  time  to  do  more  than  exhort  that  government  to  have  patience 
and  wait  with  confidence  for  the  alleviation  he  had  promised  as  the 
result  of  the  first  successes  of  the  United  States  arms.  He  had  now 
redeemed  the  promises  he  had  made.    Three  ports  were  already  opened; 
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it  would  soon  be  possible  to  open  others.  The  United  States  were  no 
longer  responsible  for  the  intennption  of  commerce.  If  trade  should 
not  revive,  if  foreign  nations  should  still  be  unable^  to  provide  them- 
selves with  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other  southern  products,  the  fault  would 
lie,  not  with  the  United  States  but  with  the  rebels.  If  the  rebels  destroyed 
the  cotton  and  tobacco  already  in  existence,  if  they  gave  up  the  culti- 
vation of  those  articles,  they  would  do  so  in  opposition  to  the  wishes 
and  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  The  only  course 
for  foreign  powers  to  take  in  order  to  relieve  themselves  ft'om  the  sufter- 
ings  which  they  already  endured,  and  to  secure  themselves  from  the 
still  greater  sufferings  which  threatened  them,  would  be  to  exert  their 
influence  in  favor  of  the  prompt  restoration  or  the  federal  power  in  the 
insurgent  States.  Peace,  the  return  of  confidence,  and  the  consequent 
resumption  of  trade  and  agriculture,  would  immediately  follow  the 
re-establishment  of  the  Union  and  the  Constitution.  Mr.  Seward  added 
that  he  did  not  attach  any  belief  to  the  rumors  that  England  and  France 
were  in  communication  with  a  view  to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of  this 
country.  He  had,  indeed,  received  numerous  letters  from  Europe  stat- 
ing it  to  be  the  fact;  but  he  thought  that  the  reports  might  be  traced 
to  the  friendly  representations  to  the  United  States  which  had  been 
from  time  to  time  made  by  the  French  government;  that  perhaps  that 
government  was  willing  that  such  reports  should  be  spread,  in  the  hope 

that  they  might  tend  to  make  tibie  lYench  people  patient. 

•  •••••• 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

IsTo.  260.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  May  8  (!N"o.  156)  has  been  received. 

There  is  a  statement  in  the  public  journals  that  thirty  vessels  which 
had  left  British  ports  with  a  common  design  to  run  our  blockade  have 
gathered  at  ^Nassau,  and  that  they  are  now  remaining  there,  awaiting 
the  relaxation  of  the  blockade  at  some  of  the  southern  ports,  which  the 
President  has  permitted  to  take  place  on  the  1st  of  June,  preferring  to 
avail  themselves  of  that  lawful  privilege  rather  than  persevere  in  their 
prohibited  operations.  I  think,  therefore,  that  we  may  congratulate 
ourselves  upon  having  advanced  to  a  new  stage  in  our  intercourse  with 
maritime  powers  affecting  the  present  troubles  in  the  United  States — a 
stage  at  which  motiyes  of  sympathy  in  foreign  countries  with  the  insur- 
gents, derived  from  the  pressure  of  the  blockade,  will  disappear. 

This  stage  is  also  marked  by  another  improvement  of  the  case,  namely, 
the  withdrawal  from  the  ocean  of  the  pirates  who  have  occasionally 
sought  shelter  and  protection  in  friendly  ports  while  committing  depre- 
dations on  American  commerce. 

Under  the  President's  instructions  I  desire  to  improve  the  position 
thus  attained  to  confer,  if  our  representatives  abroad  shall  think  it  dis- 
creet, with  the  friendly  nations  upon  the  prospects  of  the  war  and  their 
future  course  in  regard  to  it. 

By  way  of  introduction,  I  beg  to  recall  to  your  recollection  the  facts 
that,  at  the  earliest  proper  moment,  I  set  forth  most  distinctly  the  opin- 
ions of  this  government  that  the  mutual  interest,  present  and  permanent, 
of  all  the  maritime  nations,  including  this  country,  require  the  preserva- 
tion of  harmonious  relations  between  them,  and  that  the  same  interests 
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demand  that,  so  £ar  as  possible,  peace  shall  prevail  throughont  the  world, 
and  especially  in  the  United  States  and  upon  the  American  continent. 

In  explanation  of  these  views,  I  set  forth  the  opinion  that  the  indus- 
trial systems  of  Western  Europe  and  the  United  States,  including  their 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  are,  in  some  respects,  to  be 
regarded  less  as  distinct  national  systems  than  as  one  general  combina- 
tion of  agricultural,  manufactaring,  and  commercial  agencies,  in  which 
ajar  in  one  country  necessarily  produces  disturbance  in  all  the  others; 
so  that  a  serious  disorganization  of  the  machinery  employed  in  produc- 
tion here  cannot  fail  to  result  in  derangement,  probably  in  disaster, 
everywhere  abroad. 

There  are  now  some  painfiQ  evidences  that  these  speculations  were 
not  unsound.  There  is  distress  among  the  peasantry  of  Ireland,  in  the 
manufacturing  towns  of  Belgium,  and  the  wine  presses  and  silk  looms  in 
some  parts  of  France  seem  to  be  coming  to  a  dead  stand.  All  the  suf- 
ferers— ^I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  how  justly — ^trace  their  misfortunes 
to  the  civil  war  of  tibie  United  States.  It  is  manifest  that  what  the 
European  nations  want  is  an  end  of  that  war  as  speedy,  and  leaving  the 
industrial  system  of  this  country  as  Uttle  disorganized,  as  possible.  It 
would  seem  impossible  for  any  considerate  person  to  doubt  that  this  is 
the  very  consummation  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  must 
want,  even  more  than  it  can  be  desired  by  the  European  states.  This 
government  has  expressed  that  want  earnestly,  decidedly,  sometimes, 
perhaps,  even  impatiently.  Nevertheless,  the  war  has  continued  a  whole 
year,  against  the  wishes  of  Europe  as  well  as  of  America.  A  new  cam- 
paign is  even  beginning.  In  order  to  determine  whether  it  is  likely  to 
reach  the  desired  end,  it  will  not  be  unprofitable  to  consider  the  causes 
of  its  prolongation  to  the  present  period.  This  government,  at  the 
beginning,  assumed,  and  it  has  constantly  insisted,  that  the  Union  could, 
must,  and  should  oe  preserved.  On  the  other  hand,  the  European 
nations,  when  they  saw  the  storm  burst  upon  the  country,  either  doubted, 
or  actually  disbelieved,  the  possibility  of  that  great  salvation.  Europe 
had  but  a  subordinate  and  indirect  interest  in  the  great  problem,  and  it 
supposed  that  if  the  United  States  could  only  be  convinced  that  the 
Union  could  not,  in  the  end,  be  preserved,  they  would  at  once  forego  the 
contest  and  consent  to  a  national  dissolution,  which  it  was  erroneously 
thought  would  be  followed  by  peace,  while  we  knew  that  it  would  only 
be  the  beginning  of  endless  war.  Thus  European  opinion  has  practically 
favored  the  insurgents  and  encouraged  them  with  ephemeral  sympathies 
and  unreal  expectations  of  foreign  intervention,  and  has  thus  protracted 
the  war  to  the  present  time. 

Certainly  this  government  and  the  American  people  are  even  more 
confident  of  the  preservation  of  the  Union  now  than  they  were  a  year 
ago,  and  are,  therefore,  even  less  likely  now  than  they  were  then  to 
accept  peace  with  the  inconceivable  pains  and  perils  of  dissolution. 
Can  it  be  presumptuous,  then,  for  us  to  ask  Eurox>ean  statesmen  to 
review,  in  the  light  of  the  events  of  the  war,  the  opinion  which  they 
formed  at  so  early  a  stage  of  it,  that  the  opinion  itself  might,  perhaps, 
properly  be  deemed  a  prejudice! 

Of  course,  in  such  a  review,  the  observer  would  not  overlook  the  con- 
trast between  the  position  which  the  federal  government  held  a  year 
ago  and  its  present  situation.  Then  it  had  b^n  practically  expelled, 
with  all  its  authorities,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  from  every  State  south 
of  the  Potomac,  Ohio,  and  Missouri  rivers,  while  it  was  held  in  close 
siege  in  this  capital,  cut  off  from  communication  witii  even  the  States 
which  had  remained  loyal.    Now,  it  has  virtually  retaken  all  the  posi- 
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tions  it  so  early  lost  on  l^e  seaboard ;  it  possesses  the  Mississippi  and 
all  the  other  great  natural  highways,  and  has  forced  the  insurgents  to 
battle  in  the  most  inaccessible  parts  of  the  insurrectionary  district. 
The  forces  and  the  resources  of  the  government  are  unexhausted  and 
increasing.  Those  of  the  insurgents  are  diminished  and  becoming 
nearly  exhausted. 

No  one,  either  here  or  in  Europe,  now  contests  these  simple  facts. 
The  only  argument  opposed  to  them  is,  that  the  insurgents  have  deter- 
mined not  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  Union.  The  evidence  of 
this  is  a  certain  resolute  and  defiant  tone  maintained  by  their  organs. 

Certainly  so  long  as  the  insurgents  have  any  hope  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess, they  could  not  be  expected  to  discourse  otherwise  than  in  just  such 
a  tone,  nor  will  they  fail  to  cherish  such  a  hope  so  long  as  they  find  a 
willingness  to  meet  it  with  sympathy  in  Europe.  The  very  last  advices 
which  came  from  that  quarter,  pre^dous  to  the  arrival  there  of  the  news 
of  the  fall  of  New  Orleans  and  Norfolk,  were  full  of  speculations  about 
some  newly-conceived  form  of  intervention.  . 

But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  insurgents  are  men,  and  that  they 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  speak  and  to  act  like  other  belligerent  fac- 
tions under  similar  conditions.  So,  also,  being  men,  and  subject  to  the 
laws  which  determine  the  economy  of  society,  they  must  in  all  cases 
conform  themselves,  however  unwillingly,  to  the  circumstances  by  which 
they  are  surroimded.  They  cannot,  more  than  other  masses  of  men, 
determine  for  themselves,  under  one  state  of  circumstances,  what  they 
will  do  under  a  different  one.  A  writer  upon  war  advises  brave  men 
never  to  nail  their  colors  to  the  staff,  remarking  that  if  they  shall  be 
able,  and  find  it  desirable,  they  can  maintain  it  there  without  nailing, 
while  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  lower  it  if  they  shall  find  themselves 
unable  or  no  longer  desirous  to  keep  it  flying.  But,  speaking  practically, 
what  has  been  the  result,  thus  far,  in  the  present  case  t  Has  disloyalty 
been  found  an  indomitable  sentiment  in  this  wart  It  x>ervaded  even 
this  capital  and  this  District  at  the  beginning  of  the  strife.  It  no  longer 
exists  here.  It  divided  Maryland,  and  provoked  conflict  there.  The 
Union  is  now  as  strong  in  that  State  as  in  any  one  of  the  always  loyal 
States.  It  committed  Missouri  to  the  pretended  new  confederacy.  Mis- 
souri is  now  active  and  earnest  among  the  loyal  States.  It  placed  Ken- 
tucky in  an  attitude  of  neutrality.  But  Kentucky  is  to-day  firm,  resolute 
and  even  self-devoted  to  the  Union.  In  other  regions  where  disloyalty 
was  more  general,  such  as  Eastern  Virginia,  Tennessee,  and  Louisiana, 
and  North  Carolina,  acquiescence  under  the  federal  authorities  has 
promptly  followed  their  appearance  there,  and  the  preliminary  steps 
are  taken  for  the  restoration  of  the. laws  of  the  Union.  It  is  a  simple 
fact  that  loyalty  reappears  everywhere  just  so  fast  as  the  successes  of 
the  government  are  deemed  sufiicient  to  afford  a  guarantee  for  reliance 
upon  its  protection.  The  disunionists,  even  in  their  strongest  holds,  are 
not  a  people,  but  only  a  faction,  surpassing  the  loyal  in  numbers,  and 
silencing  them  by  terrors  and  severities  in  many  places,  but  neverthe- 
less too  few  and  feeble  to  prevent  the  return  of  any  district  or  any  State 
to  the  Union  in  the  presence  and  under  the  protection  of  the  federal 
authorities. 

The  President  asks  foreign  nations  to  consider  that  we  are  only  at  the 
end  of  one  year  now,  and  yet  the  whole  effective  mass  of  the  insurrec- 
tionary region  has  been  brought  into  the  field  by  conscription.  The 
credit  of  the  revolution  is  dead  before  the  first  dollar  has  been  raised 
by  taxation  to  support  it,  and  the  territory  which  must  bear  taxation  is 
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at  once  reduced  to  the  narrowest  limits,  and  is  exhausted  of  its  wealth 
and  supplies. 

The  power  of  a  losing  faction,  under  any  circumstances,  must  conttn* 
ually  grow  less ;  but  that  of  the  disunionists  is  abating  under  the  oper- 
ation of  a  cause  peculiar  to  themselves,  which  it  is  now  my  duty  to 
bring  forward — I  mean  the  practice  of  African  slavery. 

I  am  aware  that  in  regard  to  this  point  I  am  opening  a  subject  which 
was  early  interdicted  in  this  correspondence.  The  reason  for  this  inter- 
diction, and  the  reason  for  a  departure  from  it,  are,  however,  equally 
obvious.  It  was  properly  left  out  of  view,  so  long  as  it  might  be 
reasonably  hoped  that  by  the  practice  of  magnanimity  this  govern- 
ment might  cover  that  weakness  of  the  insurgents  without  encouraging 
them  to  persevere  in  their  treasonable  conspiracy  against  the  Union. 
They  have  protracted  the  war  a  year,  notwithstanding  this  forbearance 
of  the  government ;  and  yet  they  persist  in  invoking  foreign  arms  to 
end  a  domestic  strife,  while  they  have  forced  slavery  into  such  promi- 
nence that  it  cannot  be  overlooked. 

The  region  where  the  insurrection  still  remains  flagrant  embraces  all 
or  parts  of  several  States,  with  a  white  population  of  four  and  a  half 
million,  and  a  negro  population  of  three  and  a  half  million,  chiefly 
slaves.  It  is  thus  seen  to  be  a  war  between  two  parties  of  tne  white 
race,  not  only  in  the  presence  but  in  the  very  midst  of  the  enslaved 
negro  race.  It  is  notorious,  we  could  not  conceal  the  fact  if  we  would, 
that  the  dispute  between  them  arose  out  of  the  questions  in  which  the 
negro  race  have  a  deep  and  lasting  interest,  and  that  their  sympathies, 
wishes,  and  interests  naturally,  necessarily,  inevitably,  fall  on  the  side 
of  the  Union.  Such  a  civil  war  between  two  parties  of  the  white  race  iu 
such  a  place,  and  under  such  circumstances,  could  not  be  expected  to  con-, 
tinue  long  before  the  negro  race  would  begin  to  manifest  some  sensibility 
and  some  excitement.  We  have  arrived  at  that  stage  already.  Every- 
where the  American  general  receives  his  most  useful  and  reliable  infor- 
mation from  the  negro,  who  hails  his  coming  as  a  harbinger  of  freedom. 
Wherever  the  national  army  advances  into  the  insurrectionary  region, 
AMcan  bondsmen,  escaping  from  their  insurrectionary  masters,  come 
out  to  meet  it  and  to  offer  their  service  and  labor  in  whatever  capacity 
they  may  be  desired.  So  many  of  these  bondsmen  have,  even  without 
the  invitation,  and  often  against  the  opposition  of  the  federal  military 
and  naval  authorities,  made  their  way  from  bondage  among  the  insur- 
gents to  freedom  among  the  loyalists,  that  the  government  finds  itself 
occupied  with  the  consideration  of  measures  to  provide  them  with  dom- 
icils  at  home  or  abroad.  !N^ot  less  than  a  hundred  such  escape  every 
day,  and  as  the  army  advances  the  number  increases.  If  the  war 
sbould  continue  indefinitely,  every  slave  will  become  not  only  a  free- 
man, but  an  absentee.  K  the  insurgents  should  resist  their  escape, 
,  how  could  they  hope  to  prevent  the  civil  war  they  have  inaugurated 
from  degenerating  into  a  servile  war  ?  True,  a  servUe  population,  espe- 
cially one  so  long  enslaved  as  the  Africans  in  the  insurrectionary  States, 
require  time  and  trial  before  they  can  organize  a  servile  war ;  but  if  the 
war  continues  indefinitely,  a  servile  war  is  only  a  question  of  time.  The 
problem,  then,  is  whether  the  strife  shall  be  left  to  go  on  to  that  point. 
The  government,  animated  by  a  just  regard  for  the  general  welfare,  in- 
cluding that  of  the  insurrectionary  States,  adopts  a  policy  designed  at 
once  to  save  the  Union  and  rescue  society  from  that  fearful  catastrophe, 
while  it  consults  the  ultimate  peaceful  relief  of  the  nation  from  slavery. 
It  cannot  be  necessary  to  prove  to  any  enlightened  statesman  that  the 
labor  of  the  African  in  the  insurrectionary  region  is  at  present  indis- 
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pensable,  as  a  resoarce  of  the  insurgents*  for  contmning  the  war,  nor  is 
it  now  necessary  to  show  that  this  same  labor  is  the  basis  of  the  whole 
industrial  system  existing  in  that  region.  The  war  is  thus  seen  to  be 
producing  already  a  disorganization  of  the  industrial  system  of  the  insur- 
rectionary States,  and  tending  to  a  subversion  of  even  their  social  system. 
Let  it  next  be  considered  that  the  European  systems  of  industry  are 
largely  based  upon  the  African  slave  labor  of  the  insurrectionary  States 
employed  in  the  production  of  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice,  and  on  the 
free  labor  of  the  other  States  employed  in  producing  cereals,  out  of 
which  combined  productions  arises  the  demand  for  European  produc- 
tions, materials,  and  fabrics.  The  disorganization  of  industry,  which 
is  already  revealing  itself  in  the  insurrectionary  States,  cannot  but  im- 
pair their  ability  to  prosecute  the  war,  and  at  the  same  time  result 
indirectly  in  greater  distress  in  Europe. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  disorganization  operates  far  less  injuriously 
at  present  to  the  federal  government  and  to  the  loyal  States.*  Every 
African  laborer  who  escapes  from  his  service  is  not  only  lost  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  insurrection,  but  he  brings  an  accession  to  the  productive 
labor  of  the  loyal  States,  and  to  that  extent  increases  their  ability  to 
continue  the  contest  in  which  they  are  reluctantly  engaged.  The  fail- 
ure of  foreign  imi)ortations,  as  heretofore,  in  return  for  the  exportation 
of  southern  staples,  stimulates  the  manuiacturing  industry  of  the  loyal 
States.  Immigration  is  accelerated  by  an  activity  in  these  States, 
resulting  firom  extended  manu&cture  and  prosecution  of  the  war.  Thus 
has  the  phenomenon  appeared,  disappointing  so  many  prophecies  in 
Europe,  that  the  war  impoverishes  and  exhausts  only  the  insurrection 
and  not  the  Union.  I  shall  not  contend  that  these  effects  would  be  per- 
petual, r  know  there  is  a  reckoning  for  every  nation  that  has  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  involved  in  war,  and  I  do  not  expect  for  the  United  States 
any  exemption  from  that  inexorable  law.  But  it  is  enough  for  my  pres- 
ent purpose  that  the  penalties  are  neither  more  severe  nor  more  immi- 
nent than  the  loyal  States  can  endure  while  bringing  this  unhappy  con- 
test to  its  desired  conclusion.  Let  us  now  suppose  that  any  one  or  more 
European  States  should  think  it  right  or  expedient  to  intervene  by  force 
to  oblige  the  Umted  States  to  accept  a  compromise  of  their  sovereignty. 
What  other  effect  could  it  produce  than  to  render  inevitable,  and  even 
hurry  on,  that  servile  war,  so  completely  destructive  of  all  European  inter- 
ests in  this  country,  which  this  government  so  studiously  strives  to  avoid  9 
I  know  that  the  danger  of  any  foreign  nation  attempting  such  a  policy,  if 
it  has  ever  existed,  has  passed,  as  I  am  happy  in  knowing  that  no  for- 
eign government  has  ever  threatened  such  intervention,  while  several 
magnanimous  governments  have  repudiated  all  unfriendly  designs. 
I  have  put  forward  that  hypothesis  only  by  way  of  preface  to  a  ques- 
tion not  less  significant,  namely,  what  must  be  the  effect  of  such  a  policy 
abroad  as  will  encourage  the  insurgents  with  hopes  of  an  intervention 
which  is  never  to  occur  f  Is  not  that  effect  visible  in  the  obstinacy  of  the 
insurgents  in  their  destruction  of  the  cotton  and  tobacco  already  culti- 
vated and  liable  to  be  brought  into  commerce  by  the  return  of  peace, 
and  in  their  studied  neglect  of  the  planting  the  seed  of  their  staples, 
and  tarning  so  much  of  the  African  labor  as  they  are  able  to  save  into  the 
production  of  supplies  of  provisions  and  forage,  to  enable  them  to  con- 
tinue the  war!  The  effect  will  be  farther  developed  as  time  goes  on  in 
opening  a  way  for  that  servile  war  which,  if  it  shaU  be  permitted  to 
come,  will  produce  infinite  suffering  throughout  the  world,  and  can  only 
at  last  result  in  an  entirely  new  system  of  trade  and  commerce  between 
the  ITnited  States  and  all  foreign  nations. 
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I  need  not  say  that  these  views  are  not  groanded  on  any  proceedings 
or  expressions  of  the  British  government,  and  are  to  be  submitted  to 
them,  only  as  they  will  be  to  other  states,  from  a  strong  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  President  that  the  true  condition  of  the  present  strife  may 
be  everywhere  fully  understood. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ohables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  c£c.,  &c.^  &o. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

1^0. 160<]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

FariSj  June  12, 1862. 

Sm :  Your  dispatch  I^o.  160  is  received. 

The  defeat  of  General  Banks,  to  which  it  refers,  has  been  commented 
upon  by  the  great  body  of  the  English  press  as  though  it  were  a 
victory  of  vast  importance  to  the  sou&em  cause.  This,  together  with 
the  check  to  our  gunboats  on  the  James  Siver,  is  assumed  as  altoring 
altogether  the  face  of  things ;  and  the  fature  of  the  war  is  now  looked 
upon  as  a  sort  of  dissolving  view.  The  glass  is  reversed,  and  the  end, 
they  say,  seems  more  remote  than  at  the  beginning.  In  this  condition 
of  things  the  rumors  of  recent  conferences  tMcken,  and  it  is  said  that  a 
strenuous  effort  is  now  being  made  to  induce  England  and  France  to 
intervene,  in  some  form,  in  our  affairs.  Those  who  are  hostile  to  the 
intereste  of  the  United  States  care  little  in  what  form  this  intervention 
comes.  They  believe  that,  should  England  and  France  tender  mediation 
or  otherwise,  and  the  same  be  rejected  by  our  government,  (as  they  well 
know  it  would  be,)  these  governments  could  not  then  stop  5  that  the  cot- 
ton interests,  backed  by  the  national  pride  of  both  countries,  would  urge 
them  first  into  a  recognition  of  southern  independence,  and  then  into  an 
active  intervention,  if  need  be,  to  stop  the  war.  It  is  seen,  too,  by  those 
who  are  unMendly  to  the  Union  of  our  States,  that'Should  success  attend 
our  arms  in  one  or  two  more  battles,  it  would  be  too  late  to  tender  aid 
to  the  South ;  tiiat  their  condition  would  not  even  afford  a  fair  pretext 
for  interference.    They  do  not  mean  the  opportunity  shall  pass  if  they 

can  prevent  it.    What  success  will  attend  their  efforts  I  do  not  know. 

•  •••••••• 

I  should  not  attach  much  importance  to  these  rumors,  however  well 
accredited  they  seem  to  be,  were  it  not  for  the  exceeding  pressure  which 
exists  for  want  of  cotton,  and  the  growing.fear  that  the  opening  of  ports 
merely  will  not  supply  that  want. 

Any  hostile  interference  on  the  part  of  France  would  be  much  in  con- 
flict with  the  tone  of  feeling  in  which  she  has  heretofore  and  at  all  times 
expressed  herself.  In  addition,  I  do  not  see  how  she  can  suppose  that 
her  interference  would  tend  to  facilitate  the  procurement  of  cotton,  which 
she  so  much  needs.  I  can  scarcely  believe  that  anything  tffectvoe  will 
be  attempted  until  the  consequences  of  the  opening  of  our  ports  have 
been  realized.    As  yet  no  time  has  been  given. 

I  get  communications  from  our  consuls  in  different  quarters  to  know 
what  is  excluded  from  our  opened  ports  under  the  head  of  "  contraband 
of  war.'^  Mr.  Chase's  circular,  as  printed  in  certain  New  York  pax)ers, 
excludes  ^^  all  liquors."    TJiis  would  embrace  ordinary  French  and  other 
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wineB,  Hie  sole  expcvts  of  Bardeaux  oad  other  towns.    Oan  this  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  govemmentf 

I,  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTOK 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

tiecretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  176.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  June  20, 1862. 

Sm :  I  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Bnssell  yesterday  at  four  o'clock. 

•  •••••••• 

On  the  main  object  for  which  I  had  sought  an  interview,  the  reading 
to  him  your  dispatch  N.o.  260, 1  found,  upon  an  examination  of  the  vari- 
ous papers  I  had  brought  with  me,  that  I  had  left  it  at  home  after 
all.  But  I  gave  the  substance  of  it,  and  as  his  lordship  iatimated  that 
he  would  like  a  copy  of  it,  and  I  saw  no  objection  to  it,  I  agreed  to  send 

him  one  instead  of  putting  him  to  the  trouble  of  another  conference. 

•  •••••••• 

This  day  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lindsay,  afi^rming  the  desirableness 
of  the  recognition  of  the  insurgents,  is  to  be  brought  forward  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  His  lordship  casually  alluded  to  it  in  the  course  of 
our  conversation  as  a  matter  of  little  importance.  In  point  of  fact,  the 
character  of  our  latest  news  would  seem  to  render  the  agitation  or  the 
question  almost  ridiculous.  A  newspaper  report  of  the  result  will  doubt- 
less go  out  in  the  steamer  that  carries  this  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  287.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  6, 1862. 

SiE :  Your  dispatch  of  June  20  (No.  176)  has  been  received. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  a  copy  of  my  dispatch  No.  260  has  been 
received  and  read  by  Earl  Bnssell.  The  subject  it  presents  is  one  of 
momentous  import.  It  seems  as  if  the  extreme  advocates  of  AMcan 
slavery  and  its  most  vehement  opponents  were  acting  in  concert  to  pre- 
cipitate a  servile  war — ^the  former  by  makiug  the  most  desperate  attempts 
to  overthrow  the  federal  Union,  the  latter  by  demanding  an  edict  of  uni- 
versal emancipation  as  a  lawful  and  necessary,  if  not,  as  they  say,  the 

only  legitimate  way  of  saving  the  Union. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD, 

Ghaeles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  dko.^  dkc.j  &o. 
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Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.]  • 

No.  168.J  Legation  op  the  Uniteb  States, 

Farts,  July  9, 1862. 
Sir:  *•••*•••* 
The  constant  advance  in  the  market  price  of  that  article  [cotton]  in 
the  United  States  tends  to  induce  the  belief  here  that  our  own  people, 
eveiK  have  no  confidence  in  the  early  suppression  of  the  rebellion.  The 
profirer  of  mediation,  it  is  said,  will  be  the  opening,  and  will  be  followed 
np  by  such  course  of  action  as  circumstances  may  render  necessary. 
Our  friends  here  are,  therefore,  again  in  excitement  as  to  the  future 
policy  of  the  Emperor.  These  alarms  in  Paris  and  London  are,  as  you 
know,  periodical.  Although  I  sometimes  report  them  to  your  depart- 
ment, I  have  not  myself  been  much  moved  by  them  heretofore,  nor  am 
I  now.  A  proper  respect  for  this  government  seems  to  require  that  we 
abide  its  policy  as  indicated  through  its  official  agents.  In  looking  over 
the  ground,  1  cannot  see  how  any  policy  hostile  to  us  can  be  adopted 
which  would  not  be  injurious  to  France  and  irreconcilable  with  the  uni- 
form professions  of  this  government  made  from  the  beginning.  If  any 
change  is  to  be  inaugurated,  fair  dealing  would  seem  to  require  that  it 
be  announced  to  us  in  advance.  I  cannot,  however,  shut  my  eyes  to  one 
fact,  and  that  is,  that  those  French  journals  which  are  looked  upon  as 
representing  the  views  of  this  government  have,  within  the  last  few 
weeks,  changed  their  tone  and  spirit  in  connection  with  the  affairs  of 
our  country.  A  number  of  them  are  now  almost  as  unjust  and  unfair  in 
their  representations  as  the  London  Times  itself.  This,  you  may  rely 
upon  it,  would  not  be  if  such  course  were  not,  for  some  reason,  agreeable 
to  the  French  government,  or  to  the  leading  officials  of  the  government. 
The  European  press,  and  more  especially  the  French  press,  is  not  irre- 
sponsible like  our  own,  and  its  movements,  or  the  movements  of  portions 
of  it,  are  under  the  constant  direction  of  the  ministry  of  the  interior. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON^. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  178.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  10, 1863. 
Sir:  ********* 
The  increased  activity  of  European  politicians  directed  towards  effect- 
ing some  intervention  in  our  affairs,  which  you  have  described,  has  not 
passed  Unobserved  here.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  because  it  produces 
unprofitable  resentments  among  our  people,  and  embarrasses  the  action 
of  all  the  governments  concerned.  The  excuses  which  it  employs  abroad 
are  not  entertained  here,  because  they  are  unjust  in  principle,  and  with- 
out ground  in  fact.    If  we  happen  to  fail  in  one  of  several  combined 
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military  enterprises,  a«  every  belligerent  power,  subject  to  the  chances 
of  war,  must  occasionally  fail,  it  is  pronounced  abroad  to  be  conclusive 
against  the  success  of  the  whole  war.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  gain 
victory  upon  victory,  with  a  rapidity  ana  upon  a  scale  such  as  only 
the  campaigns  of  the  first  Emperor  of  France  exhibited,  the  refiisal 
of  the  insurgents  to  render  instant  and  universal  submission  to  the  fed- 
eral authority  renders  these  successes  in  foreign  eyes  ineflfectual  and 
valueless. 

There  can  be  no  harm  in  asking  foreign  governments  and  statesmen, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  consider  our  position,  our  interests,  bur  pur- 
poses, and  our  character,  as  well  as  their  own. 

We  are  rightfully  here,  a  nation  lawfully  existing,  widely  extended, 
and  firmly  established,  with  peculiarly  beneficent  institutions,  upon  a 
continent  separate  and  remote  from  that  occupied  by  the  nations  whose 
interference  with  us  is  so  vehemently  and  perseveringly  urged.  In 
maintaining  our  own  integrity,  we  are  defending  the  interests  and  the 
the  cause  not  merely  of  popular  government,  but  of  the  very  institution 
of  civil  government  itself.  We  have  no  hostile  or  interested  designs 
against  any  other  state  or  nation  whatever,  and,  on  the  contrary,  we 
seek  peace,  harmony,  and  commerce  with  them  all,  and  consequentiy,  in 
desiring  to  remain  undisturbed  by  them,  we  are  defending  the  peace  of 
the  world. 

Our  policy  in  this  emergency  is  a  prudent,  honesty  direct,  and  gener- 
ous one.  We  have  raised  large  armies  and  a  considerable  navy.  The 
reduction  of  Vicksburg,  the  possession  of  Chattanooga,  and  the  cap- 
ture of  Eichmond,  would  close  the  civil  war  with  complete  success.  AJl 
these  three  enterprises  are  going  forward.  The  two  former  will,  we 
think^  be  effected  within  the  next  ten  days.  For  the  third  we  require 
re-enlbrcements,  which  are  being  rapidly  and  la\ishly  contributed  at  our 
call.  The  three  hundred  thousand  additional  troops  will  be  in  the  field 
in  sixty  days,  and  within  about  the  same  period  we  shall  have  afioat  as 
large  an  iron^^lad  fleet  as  any  in  the  world.  The  war  is  becoming  one 
of  exhaustion  to  the  insurgents,  and  they,  not  we,  are  hastening  for- 
ward the  rise  of  a  servile  population  in  arms  on  the  side  of  the  govern- 
ment. Under  these  circumstances,  although  we  deprecate  foreign  inter- 
ference, we  deprecate  it  hardly  less  for  the  sake  of  other  nations  than 
for  our  own,  and  we  deprecate  it  upon  considerations  of  prudence  and 
humanity,  and  not  at  all  from  motives  of  fear  or  apprehension. 

Having  always  contemplated  the  possibility  of  such  interference,  we 
shaU  be  found  not  unprepared  for  it.  if  it  must  come.  We  have  so  con- 
ducted our  affairs  as  to  deprive  it  or  all  pretense  of  right  or  of  provoca- 
tion. We  have  interfered  with  the  dominion  or  the  ambitious  designs 
of  no  nation.  We  have  seen  San  Domingo  absorbed  by  Si)ain,  and  been 
content  with  a  protest.  We  have  seen  Great  Britain  strengthen  her 
government  in  Canada,  and  have  approved  it.  We  have  seen  France 
make  war  against  Mexico,  and  have  not  allied  ourselves  with  that  republic 
We  have  heard  and  redressed  every  injury  of  which  any  foreign  state 
has  complained,  and  we  have  relaxed  a  blockade  in  favor  of  foreign 
commerce  that  we  might  rightfully  have  maintained  with  inflexibility. 
We  have  only  complained  because  an  attitude  of  neutrality  encouraging 
to  rebellion  among  us,  adopted  hastily  and  unnecessarily,  has  not  been 
relinquished  when  the  progress  of  the  war  showed  that  it  was  as  injuri- 
ous as  it  was  ill-advised. 

Under  these  circumstances,  if  intervention  in  any  form  shall  come,  it 
win  find  us  in  the  right  of  the  controversy  and  in  the  strong  attitude  of 
self-defense.    Once  begun,  we  know  how  it  must  proceed.    It  will  here 
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bring  out  reserved  and  yet  latent  forces  of  resistance  that  can  never  go 
to  rest  until  America  shall  be  reconquered  and  reorganized  by  Europe, 
or  shall  have  become  isolated  forever  equally  from  the  industrial  and 
governmental  systems  of  that  continent.  European  statesmen,  I  am 
sure,  before  waging  war  against  us,  will  consider  their  rights,  int^^sts, 
and  resources,  as  well  as  our  own.  For  ourselves,  we  do  not  believe 
that  European  domination  is  to  be  rebuilt  here  upon  the  foundation  of 
AMcan  slavery. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  dto.^  &c.y  &e. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  185.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  11, 1862. 
SiB:  ********* 
I  learned  yesterday,  from  a  credible  source,  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  some  of  the  ministers  this  evening  to  take  new  ground  on  the  sub- 
ject of  America,  should  Mr.  Lindsay  decide  to  press  his  motion.  Should 
such  prove  to  be  the  case,  I  shall  forward  a  report  of  the  debate  to-mor- 
row, by  maU,  via  Queenstown. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAFCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabb, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  186.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  July  17, 1862. 
Sm:  ••••#• 

I  think  last  week  I  wrote  to  you  mentioning  the  rumor  that  some 
demonstration  might  be  made  in  Parliament  on  Friday  night,  and 
promising  to  send  you  a  report  of  it  should  it  take  place.  So  slight 
seemed  the  promise  of  success  at  that  instant  that  it  turned  out  tibiat 
Mr.  Lindsay,  the  father  of  the  original  proposition  upon  which  debate 
was  to  take  place,  had  neglected  to  put  it  on  the  paper,  and  hence  there 
was  no  subject  to  discuss.  To  remedy  this  defect,  Lord  Yane  Tempest 
gave  notice  of  a  new  motion,  which  contemplated  nothing  less  ^an 
direct  intervention  in  our  quarrel  by  peaceable  means  or  otherwise* 
Although  this  gentleman  is  the  son-in-law  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
his  position  in  the  House  of  Commons  is  not  such  as  to  give  rise  to 
mu(di  anxiety  for  his  demonstration.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  But  the  later  news  of  the  present  week  has 
very  considerably  changed  it. 

Yesterday  Mr.  Lindsay  took  courage,  and  announced  the  resumption 
of  his  purpose.    He  first  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  embrace  bot^  the 
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points  of  recogmtioii  and  intervention,  incorporating  into  it  even  the 
significant  word  ^'otherimse^^  borrowed  from  that  of  Lord  Tempest. 
To-day  I  learn  that  he  has  seen  the  effect  of  that  course,  and  has  so 
changed  his  language  as  to  embrace  only  the  idea  of  mediation  in  con- 
junction with  other  powers,  and  that  of  pledging  Parliament  to  sustain 
the  ministry  in  any  policy  tney  might  thmk  proper  to  pursue.  I  do  not 
quote  the  phraseology,  because  it  may  yet  undergo  alterations,  and  you 
will  be  sure  to  see  it  in  its  final  shape,  as  it  will  come  up  for  discussion 
to-morrow  night.  It  is  now  understood'  that  Mr.  Lindsay  proposes  to 
press  his  question  to  a  division,  and  it  is  thought  that  a  sufficient  num 
ber  of  members  favor  it  to  sustain  the  intention.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
countenanced  by  the  ministry  or  by  the  more  influential  members  of  the 
opposition.  But  it  is  a  good  deal  nursed  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
latter,  and  by  a  portion  of  the  ministerialists.  With  these  explanations 
you  will  be  able  to  form  your  judgment  of  the  prospect  before  us.  For 
the  rest  I  shall  tdke  measures  to  be  well  informed  of  the  precise  temper 
of  the  House  through  some  person  present  at  the  debate,  and  shall 
endeavor  to  send  you  a  report  of  it  by  the  steamer  of  Saturday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAKCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  «  North  America,"  No.  2, 1863,  p.  8.1 

No.  6. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  Russell. 

64  Devonshibe  Street,  Portland  Place, 

London,  July  17, 1862. 

My  Lobd:  In  late  proceedings  of  Parliament,  and  in  reply  to  inqni- 
ries  made  in  each  honse,  as  to  the  intention  or  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  tender  offices  of  mediation  to  the  contending  powers  in  North 
America,  it  was  replied,  in  substance,  by  Lord  Palmerston  and  your 
lordship,  that  her  Msyesty's  government  had  no  such  intention  at 
present^  because^  although  this  government  would  be  ever  ready  to 
offer  such  mediation,  whenever  it  might  be  considered  that  such  inter- 
position would  be  of  avail,  it  was  befieved  by  the  government  that,  in 
the  present  inflamed  or  irritated  temper  of  the  belligerents,  any  such 
ofter  might  be  misinterpreted^  and  might  have  an  effect  contrary  to 
what  was  intended. 

1  will  not  undertake,  of  course,  to  express  any  opinion  of  the  correct- 
ness of  this  view  so  far  as  it  may  apply  to  the  government  or  i)eople  of 
the  United  States;  but  as  the  terms  would  seem  to  have  been  applied 
equally  to  the  government  or  people  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
I  feel  warranted  m  the  declaration  that  while  it  is  the  unalterable  pur- 
I)Ose  of  that  government  and  x>eople  to  maintain  the  independence  they 
have  achieved,  while  under  no  circumstances  or  contingencies  will  the^ 
ever  again  come  under  a  common  government  with  those  now  consti- 
tuting the  United  States )  and  although  they  do  not  in  any  form  invite 
such  interposition,  yet  they  can  see  nothing  in  their  position  which 
could  make  either  offensive  or  irritating  a  tender  of  such  offices  on  the 
part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  as  might  lead  to  a  termination  of  the 
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^ar — a  war  hopelessly  carried  on  against  them,  and  which  is  attended 
by  a  wanton  waste  of  human  life  at  which  humanity  shudders.  On  the 
contrary,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  that  such  ofter  would  be  received  by 
the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  with  that  high 
consideration  and  respect  due  to  the  benign  purpose  in  which  it  would 
have  its  origin. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  M.  MASOK 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landofij  July  19,  1862. 

Sir:  ••#•##• 

Although  it  is  no  longer  disguised  that  the  main  object  the  nation 
has  in  view  is  the  final  disruption  of  the  Union^  but  a  comparatively 
small  number  are  yet  ready  for  the  task  of  effecting  it  by  force.  Such 
a  sentiment  is  openly  expressed  in  private  by  men  without  responsi- 
bility, but  it  has  not  yet  crept  into  the  ranks  of  those  who  aspire  to  the 
direction  of  affairs. 

The  speech  of  Lord  Palmerston  is  reported  to  me  as  having  been 
decisive.  You  will  of  course  scan  it  with  the  scrutiny  which  its  im- 
portance deserves.  I  think  you  will  not  fail  to  detect  in  it  the  leading 
idea,  as  well  as  the  means  secretly  relied  upon  to  carry  it  into  ultimate 
execution.  I  do  not  regard  war  as  the  policy  of  the  premier.  Things 
are  altogether  in  too  ticklish  a  condition  here  to  make  a  resort  to  such 
an  expedient  advisable,  especially  when  the  same  end  may  be  attained 
'by  less  hazardous  means.  In  this  sense  it  may  not  be  without  its  use 
to  observe  the  policy  of  the  London  Times,  as  explained  by  its  leaders 
of  the  last  week.  I  have  reason  to  know  that  the  whole  course  of  that 
paper  is  directed  to  one  end,  and  that  is  a  division  of  America.  The 
expectation  in  that  quarter  is  that  the  joint  action  of  all  the  powers  of 
Europe  may  be  finally  enlisted  in  a  course  marked  out  by  Great  Britain. 
Should  this  fail,  then  it  may  be  undertaken  in  conjunction  with  and 
tmder  the  apparent  lead  of  France.  In  any  event,  the  final  result  is 
believed  to  be  certain.  It  may  be  hastened  by  the  success  of  the  rebels, 
but  it  is  regarded  only  as  a  question  of  time. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  the  members  of  the  opposition  were  i)erceived 
during  the  debate  to  be  acting  in  constant  consultation  with  Mr.  Mason 
and  several  of  his  associates,  who  had  been  introduced  by  them  on  the 
floor.    I  do  not  find  that  they  have  much  connection  with  the  other  side. 

On  the  whole,  I  come  to  the  conclusion  that  everything  depends  here 
u];)on  the  military  results  in  America.    Very  serious  reverses  will  be 

likely  to  bring  on  a  recognition  at  an  early  moment. 

•  •  •       •      •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  2, 1863,  p.  9.] 

No.  6. 

JEarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Mason, 

Foreign  Office,  July  24, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  17th  instant,  resi)ecting  the  intention  expressed  by  her  Majesty's 
government  to  refrain  from  any  present  offer  of  mediation  between  the 
contending  parties  in  North  America,  and  I  have  to  state  to  you,  in 
reply,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government,  any  proposal  to 
the  United  States  to  recognize  the  southern  confederacy  would  irritate 
the  United  States,  and  any  proposal  to  the  Confederate  States  to  return 
to  the  Union  would  irritate  the  confederates. 

This  was  the  meaning  of  my  declarations  in  Parliament  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  2, 1863,  p.  9.] 

No.  7. 

Mr,  Masbn  to  Earl  Russell, 

9 

54  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place, 

London^  July  24,  1862. 

My  Lord:  In  the  interview  I  had  the  honor  to  have  with  your  lord- 
ship in  February  last,  I  laid  before  your  lordship,  under  instructions 
from  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  views  entertained 
by  that  government,  leading  to  the  belief  that  it  was,  of  right,  entitled 
to  be  recognized  as  a  separate  and  independent  power,  and  to  be  received 
as  an  equal  in  the  great  family  of  nations. 

I  then  represented  to  your  lordship  that  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  of 
the  States  of  North  America,  by  the  withdrawal  therefrom  of  certain  of 
the  confederates,  was  not  to  oe  considered  as  a  revolution,  in  the  ordi- 
nary acceptation  of  that  term  5  far  less  was  it  to  be  considered  as  an 
act  of  insurrection  or  rebellion;  that  it  was,  both  in  form  and  in  fact, 
but  the  termination  of  a  confederacy  which,  during  a  long  course  of 
years,  had  violated  the  terms  of  the  federal  compact  by  the  exercise  of 
unwarranted  powers,  oppressive  and  degrading  to  the  minority  section. 
That  the  seceding  parties  had  so  withdrawn  as  organized  political  com- 
munities, and  had  formed  a  new  confederacy,  comprising  then,  as  now, 
thirteen  separate  and  sovereign  States,  embracing  an  area  of  870,610 
square  miles,  and  with  a  population  of  12,000,000.  This  new  confederacy 
has  now  been  in  complete  and  successful  operation  as  a  government 
for  a  period  of  nearly  eighteen  months;  has  proved  itself  capable  of 
successful  defense  against  every  attempt  to  subdue  or  destroy  it;  and 
in  a  war  conducted  bytts  late  confederates,  on  a  scale  to  tax  their 
utmost  power,  has  presented  everywhere  a  united  people,  determined  at 
every  cost  to  maintain  the  independence  they  had  affirmed. 

Since  that  interview  more  than  Ave  months  have  elapsed,  and  during 
that  period  events  have  but  lihe  more  fully  confiirmed  the  views  I  then 
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had  the  honor  to  present  to  your  lordship.  The  resources,  strength,  and 
power  in  the  Confederate  States  develoi)ed  by  those  events,  I  tnink. 
authorize  me  to  assume,  as  the  judgment  of  the  intelligence  of  all 
Europe,  that  the  separation  of  the  States  of  !North  America  is  final; 
that  under  no  possible  circumstances  can  the  late  federal  Union  be 
restored;  that  the  new  confederacy  has  evinced  both  the  capacity  and 
the  determination  to  maintain  its  independence,  and.  therefore,  with 
other  powers  the  question  of  recognizing  that  inaepenaence  is  simply  a 
question  of  time. 

The  Confederate  States  ask  no  aid  from,  nor  intervention  by,  foreign 
powers.  They  are  entirely  content  that  the  strict  neutrality  which  has 
been  proclaimed  between  the  belligerents  shall  be  adhered  to,  however 
unequally  it  may  operate,  because  of  fortuitous  cixcumstances,  ijipon 
them. 

But  if  the  principles  and  the  morals  of  the  public  law  be^  when  a 
nation  has  established  before  the  world  both  its  capacity  and,  its  ability 
to  maifitain  the  government  it  has  ordained,  that  a  duty  devolves  on 
other  nations  to  recognize  such  fact,  then  I  submit  that  the  government 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  having  sustained  itself,  unim- 
paired, through  trials  greater  than  most  nations  have  been  called  to 
endure,  and  far  greater  than  any  it  has  yet  to  meet,  has  famished  to 
the  world  sufficient  proof  of  stability,  strength,  and  resources  to  entitle 
it  to  a  place  among  the  independent  nations  of  the  earth. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  M.  MASON. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,^  No.  2, 1863,  p.  10.] 

Ko.  8. 

Mr.  Mason  to  JBarl  BusseU. 
54  DEYONSHmE  Stbeet,  Pobtland  Plage, 

July  24, 1862. 

Mr.  Mason  presents  his  compliments  to  Earl  Bussell,  and,  if  agreeable 
to  his  lordship,  Mr.  Mason  would  be  obliged  if  Earl  Bussell  woidd  allow 
him  tiie  honor  of  an  interview^  at  such  time  as  may  be  convenient  to 
his  lordship. 

Mr.  Mason  desires  to  submit  to  Earl  Bussell  some  views  connected 
with  the  subject  of  the  letter  he  has  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith, 
which  he  thinks  may  be  better  imparted  in  a  brief  conversation. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "Nortii  America,"  No.  2, 1863,  p.  10.] 

No.  9. 
JEarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Foreign  Office,  July  31, 1862. 

Lord  Bussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Mason.  He  begs  to 
assure  Mr.  Mason  that  it  is  from  no  want  of  respect  to  him  that  Lord 
Bussell  has  delayed  sending  an  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  24th  instant. 

Lord  Bussell  has  postponed  sending  that  answer  in  order  that  he 
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Slight  submit  a  draft  of  it  [to]  the  cabinet  on  Saturday  next.    It  will  be 
forwarded  on  Monday  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Lord  Bnssell  does  not  think  any  advantage  would  arise  from  the 
personal  interview  which  Mr.  Mason  proposes,  and  must  therefore 
decline  it. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

N"o.  197.]  LsaATioN  op  the  United  States, 

Londorij  July  31, 1862. 
Snt:  ••*#•••• 

The  constant  cry  is  that  the  Emperor  of  Prance  will  interfere.  The 
wish  is  so  much  the  father  to  the  thought  that  it  is  difficult  to  make 
people  believe  this  ministry  is  not  interposing  much  too  stubbornly 
against  the  execution  of  his  desire.  If  I  am  to  credit  the  rumors  that 
I  hear  firom  sources  claiming  to  be  of  high  authority,  the  Emperor  ha3 
sent  for  Mr.  Slidell  and  announced  that  he  is  ready  to  recognize  the 
rebel  States  without  the  concurrence  of  England.  But  for  the  sake  of 
courtesy  he  desires  him  to  direct  Mr.  Mason  to  make  a  new  application 
to  the  ministers,  so  as  finally  to  test  the  determination  here.  These  are 
stories  which  I  trace  pretty  directly  to  the  confederate  emissaries  them- 
selves, who  sedulously  agitate  this  alternation  of  rumors  between  the 
two  countries  to  serve  their  ends.  Of  the  degree  of  credit  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  you  are  in  a  position  better  qualified  to  judge  than  I, 
My  object  is  simply  to  warn  you  of  the  prevailing  temper  which  cer- 
tainly desires  interposition  of  some  kind,  and  which,  therefore,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  entirely  prognosticating  calmness  ana  peace.  Hence  it 
must  be  remembered  that  however  favorable  the  ministry  nere  may  now 
be  to  the  maintenance  of  their  declared  policy,  they  are  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  stand  long  in  resistance  to  any  popular  outcry  prompted  by  the 
concentrated  passions  of  an  agitated  community.  The  experience  of 
the  case  of  the  Trent  is  of  too  recent  occurrence  to  make  it  necessary 

to  seek  farther  for  an  illustration  of  what  I  mean. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAIirOIS  ADAMS . 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Bloe  Book, "North  America,"  No.  2, 1863, p.  10.] 

No.  10. 

Mr.  Mason  to  Earl  BMsseU. 

54  IXevonshibe  Street,  Pobtland  Place, 

Aiigust  1, 1862. 

My  Lord:  In  the  interview  I  had  the  honor  to  propose  in  my  late 
note  I  had  intended  briefly  to  submit  the  following  views,  which  I 
thought  might  not  be  without  weight  in  the  consideration  to  be  given 
by  her  Majesty's  government  to  U^  request  for  recognition  of  the  Con- 
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federate  States,  submitted  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  July,  ultimo.    I  ask 
leave  now  to  present  them  as  supplemental  to  that  letter. 

If  it  be  true,  as  there  assumed,  that  in  the  settled  judgment  of  Eng- 
land the  separation  of  the  States  is  final,  then  the  failure  of  so  great  a 
power  to  recognize  the  fact  in  a  formal  manner  imparts  an  opposite 
belief,  and  must  operate  as  an  incentive  to  the  United  States  to  protract 
the  contest. 

In  a  war  such  as  that  pending  in  America,  where  a  party  in  posses- 
sion of  the  government  is  striving  to  subdue  those  who,  for  reasons  suf- 
ficient to  themselves,  have  withdrawn  from  it,  the  contest  will  be  carried 
on  in  the  heat  of  blood  and  of  popular  excitement  long  after  its  object 
has  become  hopeless  in  the  eyes  of  disinterested  parties. 

The  government  itself  may  feel  that  its  power  is  inadequate  to  bring 
back  the  recusant  States,  and  yet  be  unable  at  once  to  control  the  fierce 
elements  which  surround  it,  while  the  war  rages.  Such  it  is  confidently 
believed  is  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  in  America. 

It  is  impossible  in  the  experience  of  eighteen  months  of  no  ordinary 
trial,  in  the  small  results  attained,  and  in  the  manifest  exhaustion  of 
its  resources,  that  any  hope  remains  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  either  of  bringing  about  a  restoration  of  the  dissevered  Union, 
or  of  subjugating  those  who  have  renounced  it.  And  yet  the  failure  of 
foreign  powers  formally  to  recognize  this  actual  condition  of  things  dis- 
ables those  in  authority  from  conceding  that  fact  at  home. 

Again,  it  is  known  that  there  is  a  large  and  increasing  sentiment  in 
the  United  States  in  accordance  with  these  views,  a  sentiment  which 
has  its  origin  in  the  hard  teachings  of  the  war  as  it  has  progressed. 

It  was  believed  (or  so  confidently  afl&rmed)  that  there  was  a  large  party 
in  the  southern  States  devoted  to  the  Union,  whose  presence  and  power 
would  be  manifested  there  as.  soon  as  the  public  force  of  the  United 
States  was  present  to  sustain  it.  I  need  not  say  hiow  fully  the  experi- 
ence of  the  w&r  has  dispelled  this  delusion. 

Again,  it  was  believed,  ai^d  confidently  relied  on,  that  in  the  social 
structure  of  the  southern  States  there  was  a  large  population  of  the 
dominant  race  indifferent,  if  not  hostile,  to  the  basis  on  which  that  social 
structure  rests,  in  which  they  were  not  interested,  and  who  would  be 
found  the  allies  of  those  whose  mission  was  supposed  to  be  in  some  way 
to  break  it  up ;  but  the  same  experience  has  shown  that  the  whole 
population  of  the  south  is  united,  as  one  people,  in  arms  to  resist  the 
invader. 

Nothing  remains,  then,  on  which  to  rest  any  hope  of  conquest  but  a 
reliance  on  the  superior  numbers  and  the  supposed  greater  resources  of 
the  northern  States.  I  think  the  results  of  the  last  (or  pending)  cam- 
paign has  proved  how  idle  such  expectations  were,  against  the  awlvan- 
tages  of  a  people  fighting  at  home,  and  bringing  into  a  common  stock 
of  resistance,  as  a  free-will  offering,  all  that  they  possessed,  whether  of 
blood  or  treasure.    A  spectacle  now  historically  before  the  world. 

It  is  in  human  experience  that  there  must  be  those  in  the  United 
States  who  cannot  shut  their  eyes  to  such  facts,  and  yet,  in  the  despotic 
power  now  assumed  there  by  the  government,  to  give  expression  to  any 
doubt  would  be  to  court  the  hospitalities  of  tne  dungeon. 

One  word  from  the  government  of  her  Majesty  would  encourage  those 
people  to  speak,  and  the  civilized  world  would  respond  to  the  tniths 
they  would  utter,  "  that  for  whatever  purpose  the  war  was  begun,  it  was 
continued  now  only  in  a  vindictive  and  unreasoning  spirit,  shocking 
alike  to  humanity  and  civilization."  That  potent  word  would  simply  be 
to  announce  a  fact,  which  a  frenzied  mind  could  only  dispute,  that  the 
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soathem  States,  now  in  a  separate  confederacy,  had  established  before 
the  world  its  competency  to  maintain  the  government  of  its  adoption, 
and  its  determination  to  abide  by  it. 

To  withhold  it  wonld  not  only  seem  in  derogation  of  tmth,  but  would 
be  to  encourage  the  continuation  of  a  war,  hopeless  in  its  object, 
ruinous  alike  to  the  parties  engaged  in  it,  and  to  the  pro8i>erity  and 
welfare  of  Europe. 

J.  M.  MASOK 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

[Extracts.] 

No.  314.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  August  2, 1862. 
Sir  :*  *  *  *  *  ••  •  • 

It  is  indeed  manifest  in  the  tone  of  the  speeches,  as  well  as  in  the  gene- 
ral tenor  of  popular  discussions,  that  neither  the  responsible  ministers, 
nor  the  House  of  Commons,  nor  the  active  portion  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  sympathize  with  this  government,  and  hope,  or  even  wish  for  its 
success  in  suppressing  the  insurrection ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  the 
whole  British  nation,  speaking  practically,  desire  and  expect  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  republic.  I  cannot  deny  that  these  sentiments  must 
insensibly  influence  the  administration,  and  give  its  policy  a  hostile 
direction.  But  these  sentiments  are,  after  all,  in  a  great  measure,  spec- 
ulations ;  and  they  may  very  well  exist,  and  yet  the  government,  aijd 
certainly  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  may  be  entirely  unprepared  by 
any  responsible  •  action  to  attempt  to  precipitate  a  change  here  whose 
consequences  may  be  momentous,  even  to  themselves.  I  well  recollect 
that,  with  what  seemed  to  us  far  better  motives.  Great  Britain  recently 
wished  and  expected  the  separation  of  Hungary  and  of  Venice  from 
Austria  j  and  yet  the  government  passively  looked  on,  and  saw  the  rev- 
olutions designed  to  effect  those  ends  languish  and  perish.  It  is  a  prov- 
erb that  the  earth  is  full  of  good  but  unexecuted  intentions.  Happily 
for  human  society,  the  proportion  of  evil  intentions  unfulfilled  is  equally 
great.  Indeed,  we  can  hardly  be  surprised  at  the  disposition  and  the 
tendencies  upon  which  I  am  dwelling,  unless  we  shall  persist,  after  so 
much  opposing  evidence,  in  our  early  error  of  conceding  to  Great  Britain 
a  degree  of  magnanimity  which  she  herself  does  not  even  affect  to  claim, 
and  which,  perhaps,  has  never  yet  been  exhibited  by  any  nation.  We 
cannot  forget  that  we  are  a  younger  branch  of  the  British  family ;  that 
we  have  not  been  esi)ecially  reverential  of  the  senior  branch,  and  have 
even  been  ambitious  to  surpass  it  in  we<alth,  power,  and  influence  among 
the  nations.  To  these  facts  it  is  to  be  added  that,  in  the  very  heat  of 
competition,  we  have  broken,  have  abandoned  the  course,  and  have 
divided  ourselves  into  suicidal  factions.  The  success  of  the  insurgents 
would  make  it  sure  that  the  race  could  never  be  resumed,  while  the  tri- 
,umi)h  of  the  government  would  probably  reanimate  the  national  ambi- 
tion once  more.  At  this  moment  we  have  encountered  an  unexpected 
reverse,  which  encourages  our  eager  enemies,  wherever  they  may  be,  to 
hope  for  our  signal  and  complete  overthrow.  Did  ever  any  nation,  at 
once  so  presumptuous,  yet  so  unwise,  and  so  apparently  unfortunate, 
secure  the  absolute  forbearance  of  a  rival  it  had  boldly  challenged  ♦ 
Certainly  not,  and  therefore  I  reckon  not  upon  any  sentimental  forbear- 
ance of  the  British  government.    The  American  people  understand,  as 
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well  as  their  government  does,  that  none  is  to  be  expected  or  even  de- 
sired. Still  the  disfavor  of  Great  Britain  is  inherently  illiberal ;  and 
happily  the  unwarrantable  and  too  unreserved  exhibition  of  it  naturally 
rouses  the  American  people  to  a  sense  of  their  danger,  and  tends  to  re- 
call them  from  unworthy  domestic  strife  to  the  necessity  of  regaining 
the  national  prestige  they  have  so  unwisely  lost.  Allowing  now  British 
prejudice  and  passion  their  fall  effect,  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
must,  nevertheless,  be  expected  to  act  with  a  due  regard  to  the  safety, 
honor,  and  welfare  of  the  British  empire.  Great  Britoin  is  at  peace  with 
the  wnole  United  States,  and  practically  with  the  whole  world.  Manu- 
factures and  commerce  do,  indeed,  suffer  derangement  and  abatement 
in  consequence  of  our  civil  war.  This  war,  however^  like  every  other, 
must  come  to  an  end  in  some  way,  and  at  some  not  distant  time,  if  she 
continue  to  stand  aloof;  and  when  that  end  shall  have  come,  whatever 
its  nature  may  be^  she  will  enjoy,  at  least,  all  the  benefits  that  she  could 
in  any  event  obtain  by  intervention  to  compel  a  peace.  Is  it  probable 
that  her  intervention  would  mitigate  the  war,  or  alleviate  the  embar- 
rassment she  is  suffering  from  it  ?  The  question  seems  to  involve  a  pre* 
liminary  one,  namely :  what  is  to  be  the  character  of  her  intervention  1 
Is  it  to  be  merely  a  moral  one,  or  an  act  of  recognition,  with  a  declara- 
tion of  neutrality,  but  not  resi)ecting  our  blocks^e,  ana  not  refraining 
and  restraining  her  subjects  from  violating  itf  Shall  we  not,  in  that 
case,  be  justified  in  withdrawing  the  relaxation  of  the  blockade  we  have 
already  made,  and  in  closing  the  ports  we  have  opened  to  her  commercel 
K  we  should  do  this,  would  her  recognition  of  the  insurgents  shorten 
the  war,  or  would  it  alleviate  the  embarrassment  she  sixers  from  itf 
But  it  may  be  answered  that  she  would  not  consent  to  surrender  these 
concessions,  and  would  resort  to  force  to  save  them.  Then  Great  Brit- 
ain would  violate  belligerent  rights  allowed  us  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  would  become  an  ally  of  our  domestic  enemies;  and  then  she  would 
be  at  war  with  us  while,  at  least,  some  other  commercial  state  would  be 
maintaining  towards  us  relations  of  neutrality  and  peace.  Would  Great 
Britain  profit  by  a  war  with  us  f  Certainly  neither  nation  could  profit 
by  the  war  while  it  should  be  in  actual  operation.  But  it  is  said  she 
might  divide  and  conquer  us.  What  would  she  gain  by  that?  Would 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  United  States  accept  her  sovereignty  and 
submit  to  her  authority?  The  United  States,  under  their  present  organ- 
ization and  constitution,  must  always  be  a  peaceful  nation,  practically 
friendly  to  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  all  foreign  states,  and  so  they 
must  always  be  conservative  of  the  peace  of  nations.  Let  this  organiza- 
tion be  struck  down  by  any  foreign  combinations,  what  guarantee  could 
Great  Britain  then  have  of  influence  or  favor,  or  even  commercial  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  this  country  ?  Even  if  this  nation,  after  having 
lost  its  liberties  and  its  independence,  should  remain  practically  passive^ 
who  is  to  restrain  the  ambitions  of  Eurox)ean  states  for  influence  and 
dominion  on  this  side  of  the  Atiautic ;  and  how  long,  under  the  agita- 
tion of  such  ambitions,  could  Europe  expect  to  remain  in  peace  with 
itself?  But  what  warrant  have  the  British  government  for  expecting  to 
conquer  the  United  States,  and  to  subjugate  and  desolate  them,  or  to 
dictate  to  them  terms  of  peace.  A  war  urged  against  us  by  Great  Brit- 
ain could  not  fan  to  reunite  our  people.  Every  sacrifice  that  their  inde- 
pendence could  require  would  be  cheerfully  and  instantly  made,  and 
every  force  and  every  resource  which  has  hitherto  been  held  in  reserve 
in  a  civil  war,  because  the  necessity  for  immediately  using  it  has  not 
been  felt,  would  be  brought  into  requisition.  I  shall  not  willingly  be- 
lieve that  Great  Britain  deliberately  .desires  such  a  war,  as  I  am  sure 
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that  every  honorable  and  generoas  effort  will  be  made  by  the  United 
Stortes  to  avoid  it.  , 

In  the  second  plaee,  I  observe  that  apprehensions  of  a  change  of  atti- 
tude by  Great  Britain  are  built  in  some  degree  upon  the  supposed  prob- 
ability that  very  serious  reverses^  to  the  national  cause  may  occur.  None 
such,  however,  have  yet  occurred.  We  cannot  and  do  not  pretend  to 
reckon  upon,  the  chances  of  a  single  battle  or  a  single  campaign.  Such 
chances  are.  perhaps,  happOy  beyond  human  control  and  even  human 
fiyresight.  But  the  general  course  of  the  war  and  its  ultimate  results 
are  subjects  of  calculation,  on  a  survey  of  forces  and  circumstances  with 
the  aid  of  experience.  We  cheerfully  leave  the  study  of  the  probabili- 
ties of  this  war,  in  this  way,  to  all  statesmen  and  governments  whom  it 
mlay  concern,  declaring  for  ourselves  that  while  we  apprehend  no  imme- 
diate danger  to  the  present  military  condition,  the  most  serious  reverses 
which  can  happen  will  not  produce  one  moment's  hesitation  on  the  part 
of  the  government  or  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  the  Union,  or  sensibly  shake  their  confidence  in  a  triumph- 
ant conclusion  of  the  war. 

I  shall  not  here  add  to  the  explanation  which  I  have  made  on  other 
occasions  of  our  means  and  resources  for  meeting  a  final  trial  of  the 
national  strength  and  the  national  virtue.  Eather  than  do  this,  I  wil- 
lingly turn  away  from  the  spectacle  of  servile  war  9,nd  war  abroad — of 
military  devastation  on  land,  and  of  a  carnival  of  public  and  private 
cupidity  on  the  seas,  which  has  been  presented  to  me — to  set  down  with 
calmness  some  reflections  calculated  to  avert  an  issue  so  unnecessary 
and  so  fatal,  which  you  may  possibly  find  suitable  occasion  for  suggest- 
ing to  the  rulers  of  Great  Britain.  For  what  was  this  great  continent, 
brought  up,  as  it  were,  from  the  depths  of  what  before  had  been  known 
as  "  the  dark  and  stormy  ocean  t'^  Did  the  European  states  which  found 
and  occupied  it,  almost  without  effort,  then  understand  its  real  destiny 
and  purposes  f  Have  they  ever  yet  fully  understood  and  accepted  them ! 
Has  anything  but  disappointment  upon  disappointment,  and  disaster 
upon  disaster,  resulted  from  t^eir  misapprehensions?  After  near  four 
hundred  years  of  such  disappointments  and  disasters,  is  the  way  of 
Providence  in  regard  to  America  still  so  mysterious  that  it  cannot  be 
understood  and  confessed  f  Columbus,  it  was  said,  had  given  a  new 
world  to  the  kingdoms  of  Castile  and  Leon.  What  has  become  of  the 
sovereignty  of  Spain  in  America!  Richelieu  occupied  and  fortified  a 
large  portion  of  the  continent,  extending  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
the  Straits  of  Belleisle.  Does  France  yet  retain  that  important  append- 
age to  the  Crown  of  her  sovereign!  Great  Britain  acquired  a  dominion 
here  surpassing,  by  an  hundred  fold  in  length  and  breadth,  the  native 
realm.  Has  not  a  large  jwrtion  of  it  been  already  formally  resigned! 
To  whom  have  these  vast  dominions  with  those  founded  by  the  Portu- 
guese, the  Dutch,  and  the  Swedes,  been  resigned  but  to  American 
nations,  the  growth  of  European  colonists,  and  exiles  who  have  come 
hither  bringing  with  them  the  arts,  the  civilization,  and  the  virtues  of 
Europe  !  Has  not  the  change  been  beneficial  to  society  on  this  conti- 
nent! Has  it  not  been  more  beneficial  even  to  Europe  itself  than  con- 
tinued European  domination,  if  it  had  been  possible,  could  have  been! 
The  American  nations  which  have  grown  up  here  are  free  and  self-gov- 
erning. They  have  made  themselves  so  from  inherent  vigor  and  in 
obedience  to  an  absolute  necessity.  Is  it  possible  for  European  states 
to  plunge  them  again  into  a  colonial  state  and  hold  them  there!  Would 
it  be  desirable  for  them  and  for  Europe,  if  it  were  possible  !    The  balance 


424  CLAIMS  AGAINST   GREAT   BRITAIN. 

of  power  among  the  nations  of  Europe  is  maintained  not  without  numer- 
ous strong  armies  and  frequent  conflicts,  while  the  sphere  of  political 
ambition  there  is  bounded  by  the  oc&irU  which  surrounds  that  continent. 
Would  it  be  possible  to  maintain  it  at  all  if  this  vast  continent,  with  all 
its  populations,  their  resources,  and  their  forces,  should  once  again  be 
brought  within  that  sphere!  If  we,  who  rightfully  dwell  on  this  conti- 
nent, with  all  the  inducements  to  peace,  harmony,  and  good  order  which 
so  fortunate  a  position  creates,  cannot  remain  at  peace  among  ourselves, 
even  when  jfree  jfrbm  foreign  interference,  does  Europe  expect  that  we 
will  be  reduced  and  kept  in  the  harmony  which  her  interests  require 
when  the  jealousies  and  ambitions  of  all  Europe  are  engraJ!ted  upon  the 
stock  of  our  native  dissensions!  Again:  Spain  undertook  to  plant  and 
establish  here  a  system  of  Indian  slavery,  with  what  success  I  need  not 
answer.  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Great  Britain,  with  more  labor,  wealth, 
and  consummate  skill,  undertook  to  establish  AMcan  slavery.  It  has 
perished  from  the  whole  continent  except  Brazil  and  the  United  States. 
Now,  when  the  social  system  of  the  United  States  is  convulsed  with  the 
agony  of  slavery  here,  is  it  desirable  that  slavery  should  be  revived  and 
perpetuated,  and  the  republic  perish  for  refusing  it  unbounded  expan- 
sion and  duration!  Is  it  wise  for  Europe  to  attempt  to  rescue  slavery! 
Is  it  possible,  if  the  attempt  shall  be  made  !  On  the  contrary  of  all  these 
suppositions,  is  it  not  manifest  that  these  American  nations  were  called 
into  existence  to  be  the  home  of  freemen ;  that  the  states  of  Europe 
have  been  trusted  by  Providence  with  their  tutelage,  but  that  tutelage 
and  all  its  responsibilities  and  powers  are  necessanly  withdrawn  to  the 
relief  and  benefit  of  the  parties  and  of  mankind  when  these  parties 
become  able  to  choose  their  own  system  of  government  and  to  make 
and  administer  their  own  laws!  If  they  err  in  this  choice,  or  in  the 
conduct  of  their  affairs,  it  will  be  found  wise  to  leave  them,  like  all  other 
states,  the  privilege  and  responsibility  of  'detecting  and  correcting  the 
error  by  which  they  are,  of  course,  the  principal  sulerers. 
i  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  d^c,  dtc. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  178.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSy  August  2, 1862. 

SiE:  I  learn  unofficially  that  the  Count states  as  a  fact  that 

France,  England,  and  Kussia  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  United 
States  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  the  settlement  of  their  contro- 
versy with  tiie  Soutl).    In  other  words,  they  are  to  oflfer  mediation,  not 

together,  but  separately.    That  this  comes  directly  from ,  I  have 

no  doubt ;  but  there  are  so  many  stories  afloat,  of  this  or  like  nature, 
coming  from  him,  that  I  cannot  give  it  full  credence ;  more  especially  as 
it  would  seem  to  conflict  with  my  general  information  from  other  quar- 
ters.   Still,  I  report  the  statements  to  you. 

•  •  •  •  #  # 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  2, 1863,  p.  11] 

No.  11. 

JEarl  RtLsseU  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Foreign  Office,  August  2, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letters  of  the  24th  of  July 
and  1st  instant,  in  which  you  repeat  the  considerations  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  government  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  entitle 
that  government  to  be  recognized  of  right  as  a  separate  and  indepen- 
dent power,  and  to  be  received  as  an  equal  in  the  great  family  of 
nations. 

In  again  urging  these  views  you  represent,  as  before,  that  the  with- 
drawal of  certain  of  the  confederates  from  the  Union  of  the  States  of 
North  America  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  revolution,  in  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  that  term,  far  less  an  act  of  insurrection  or  rebellion,  but 
as  the  termination  of  a  confederacy  which  had,  during  a  long  course  of 
years,  violated  the  terms  of  the  federal  compact. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  in  the  outset  that  upon  this  question  of  a  right  of 
withdrawal,  as  upon  that  of  the  previous  conduct  of  the  United  States, 
her  Majesty's  government  have  never  presumed  to  form  a  judgment.  The 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  proceedings  of  the  President  and  Congress  of  the  United 
States  under  that  Constitution,  must  be  determined^  in  the  opinion  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  by  the  States  and  i)eople  in  North  America, 
who  inherited,  and  have  till  recently  upheld,  that  Constitution. 

Her  Majesty's  government  decline  altogether  the  responsibility  of » 
assuming  to  be  judges  in  such  a  controversy. 

You  state  that  the  confederacy  has  a  population  of  twelve  millions: 
that  it  has  proved  itself  for  eighteen  months  capable  of  successful 
defense  against  every  attempt  to  subdue  or  destroy  it  5  that  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  intelligence  of  all  Europe  the  separation  is  final ;  and  that 
under  no  possible  circumstances  can  the  late  federal  Union  be  restored. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  has 
aflbmed,  in  an  official  dispatch,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  once  disaf- 
fected population  has  been  restored  to  the  Union,  and  now  evinces  its 
loyalty  and  firm  adherence  to  the  government ;  that  the  white  popula- 
tion now  in  insurrection  is  under  five  millions,  and  that  the  southern 
confederacy  owes  its  main  strength  to  hope  of  assistance  from  Europe. 

In  the  face  of  the  fluctuating  events  of  the  war,  the  alternations  of  vic- 
tory and  defeat,  the  capture  of  New  Orleans,  the  advance  of  the  federals 
to  Corinth,  to  Memphis,  and  the  banks  or  the  Mississippi  as  far  as 
Yicksburg,  contrasted,  on  the  other  hand,  with  the  failure  of  the  attack 
on  Charleston,  and  the  retreat  from  before  Bichmond,  placed,  too,  between 
allegations  so  contradictory  on  the  part  of  the  contending  powers,  her 
Msgesty's  government  are  still  determined  to  wait. 

Id  order  to  be  entitled  to  a  place  among  the  independent  nations  of 
the  earth,  a  state  ought  to  have  not  only  strength  and  resources  for  a 
time,  but  afford  promise  of  stability  and  permanence.  Should  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America  win  that  place  among  nations,  it  might  be 
right  for  other  nations  justly  to  acknowledge  an  independence  achieved 
by  victory  and  maintained  by  a  successful  resistance  to  all  attempts  to 
overthrow  it.  That  time,  however,  has  not,  in  the  judgment  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  yet  arrived. 
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Her  Majesty's  government,  therefore,  can  only  hope  that  a  peaceful 
termination  of  the  present  bloody  ana  destructive  contest  may  not  be 
distant. 

I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

No.  322.]  Dbpabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  August  13, 1862. 

SiB:  Your  dispatch  of  July  31  (No.  197)  has  been  received. 

I  remark,  with  reference  to  the  reports  circulated  by  American  traitors 
in  London  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  proposes  to  recognize  the 
insurgents  without  waiting  for  any  new  combinations,  that  there  is 
nothing  to  confirm  these  reports  iii  any  communication,  official  or  unoffi- 
cial, which  has  been  received  by  us  from  Paris.  We  learn  from  that 
capital  that  there,  as  in  England,  sentiments  unfavorable  to  our  cause 
and  our  country  seem  to  be  gaining  more  general  favor  under  the  incul- 
cations of  a  hostile  press. 

In  all  his  communications  with  this  government  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  has  preserved  a  tone  that  was  frank,  friendly,  and  respectftd, 
letting  us  understand,  however,  that  a  strong  pressure  upon  the  govern- 
ment was  made  by  classes  which  attributed  their  sufferings  to  a  deficiency 
of  a  supply  of  cotton.  The  statement  by  disunionists  that  the  Emperor 
has  directed  Mr.  Slidell  to  instruct  Mr.  Mason  to  make  another  formal 
appeal  to  Earl  Bussell  preliminary  to  his  own  separate  and  exclusive 
action  seems  improbable.  Could  the  cupidity  of  British  merchants  resist 
the  temptation  to  keep  peace  with  us  if  France  should  go  to  war  alone  f 
Could  France  propose  to  go  to  war  with  us  without  Great  Britain  as 
on  ally  f    Is  France  more  ready  for  hazards  of  war  than  Great  Britain  T 

While  we  are  making  ourselves  ready,  as  far  as  possible,  for  whatever 
emergency  may  happen  in  our  foreign  relations,  and  while  we  sensibly 
feel  that  the  present  apparent  condition  of  suspended  activity  in  our 
military  operations  tends  to  encourage  hostfle  machinations  abroad,  we 
nevertheless  rely  with  much  confidence  on  other  circumstances  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  peace  and  forbearance. 

First.  All  the  world  knows  that  we  shall  not  entertain  any  foreign 
mediation  in  our.domestic  affairs ;  this  decision  was  made  known  at  an 
early  period,  and  if  we  have  not  repeated  it  with  emphasis,  it  has  been 
because  such  repetitions  would  seem  disrespectftil  to  foreign  powers^ 
and  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  proper  dignity  of  this  government. 

Secondly.  We  are  supplying  Europe  with  grain  and  gold,  and  even 
cotton,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  and  no  one  can  safely  predict  that  equal 
supplies  could  be  obtained  here  or  elsewhere  if  the  maritime  powers 
should  wage  or  provoke  a  war  with  this  government.  • 

Thirdly.  Our  preparations  for  continuing  the  war  are  vigorous  and 
successful.  On  the  15th  of  this  month  we  shall  have  enlisted  and  coming 
into  the  field  three  hundred  thousand  new  volunteers  for  the  war,  and 
within  forty  days  thereafter  this  force  will  be  followed  by  three  hundred 
thousand  militia,  who  will  be  organized  as  volunteers  and  will  be  not 
tess  effective. 

The  construction  of  iron-clad  ships  is  going  on,  on  a  scale  and  with  a 
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vigor  that  promises  as  complete  a  naval  defense  as  any  other  nation 

poBseuseSa 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedie&t  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbancis  Adajis,  Esq.,  dc.y  &c.^  &c. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  1, 1863,  p.  16.] 

No.  20. 

Mr.  ^uart  t&  Harl  Russell. 

Washinoton,  August  16, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  thought  that  the  best  way  of  acting  upon  your  lordship's 
dispatch  of  the  28th  nltimo*  would  be  to  read  it  to  Mr.  Seward,  which  I 
accordingly  did  during  my  interview  with  him  this  morning. 

He  listened  attentively,  but  made  no  observations,  merejiy  asking 
me  when  I  had  finished  whether  I  should  like  him  to  show  it  to  the 
President.  ^ 

,  I  declined  this  offer,  as  it  seemed  rather  made  from  politeness  than 
from  an  idea  that  the  dispatch  would  produce  any  effect  upon  the  Presi- 
dent's mind,  and  as  your  lordship  had  not  even  instructed  me  to  read 
it  to  Mr.  Seward,  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  leave  it  with  him. 
I  have,  &c., 

W.  STUART. 


Mr.  Seward  ta  Mr.  Adams. 

[Circular.] 

Dbpaetment  of  State, 

WashiTigtonj  August  18, 1862. 

Sir:  Ideas  of  appeal,  mediation,  and  intervention  seem  to  hold  their 
place  in  the  European  mind,  although  their  novelty  has  long  since  worn 
off.  Our  representatives  abroad,  therefore,  under  the  apprehension  that 
some  form  of  interference  may  be  attempted  or  adopted,  frequently  and 
urgently  ask  for  information  concerning  the  purposes  of  this  government* 

STo  foreign  state  has  at  any  time  communicated  or  intimated  to  us,  in 
any  way,  a  design,  or  even  a  disposition,  to  take  a  new  p»ttitude  in  regard 
to  our  domestic  affairs.  Generally  the  communications  which  we  have 
received  have  been  marked  with  directness  and  frankness.  It  would, 
therefore,  imply  an  unbecoming  and  even  unreal  distrust  on  our  part  to 
assume  that  any  hostile  intentions  are  indulged  by  the  maritime  powers 
of  Europe. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  government  can  at  no  time  forget  that  foreign 
intervention  is  the  inevitable  result  of  long-continued  domestic  strife  ^ 
nor  can  we  forget  that  the  existing  attitude  of  all  those  powers  was  as- 
sumed without  their  having  given  us  any  previous  notice :  that  it  is  ano- 
malous, and,  although  unintentionally  so,  it  is  nevertheless  practically 

""  Printed  with  No.  208  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sewaf  d,  dated  August  22, 186^  poit 
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nnfiriendly  tod  injurious.  The  government,  moreover,  cannot  affect  to 
be  ignorant  that  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  abroad,  and 
that  parties  and  masses  are  agitating  Europe  to  induce  or  oblige  its  gov- 
ernments to  intervene.  Besides  these  circumstances,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  prosecution  of  civil  war  is  attended  by  accidents  which 
beget  misapprehensions  and  excite  passions  and  prejudices  in  foreign 
states.  It  is  therefore  our  duty  to  act  as  if  we  supposed  that  some  of 
the  maritime  powers,  although  they  are  not  indeed  waiting  upon  occa- 
sion, may  yet,  upon  some  unexpected  vicissitude,  be  found  directly  or 
indirectly  allied  and  co-operating  with  our  internal  enemies. 

I  think  that  the  instructions  which  have  issued  from  this  department 
have  not  left  our  representatives  any  room  to  doubt  tfiat  it  is  ttie  deter- 
mination of  the  government  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the  country  and 
maintain  the  XTnion,  under  all  circumstances  and  against  all  who  in  any  case 
may  assail  them.  I  think,  moreover,  that  the  magnitude  and  the  char- 
acter of  our  land  and  naval  preparations  indicate  the  same  determina- 
tion, which  is  the  result,  not  of  variable  impulses,  but  of  fixed  convic- 
tions and  unchangeable  principles. 

Formal  declarations  of  a  policy,  clearly  enough  revealed  without  them, 
are  unnecessary  and  generaUy  injudicious,  because  they  provoke  needless 
and  often  embarrassing  criticism  and  debate. 

Our  representatives  abroad  are  nevertheless  entitled  to  understand, 
and  sometimes  it  may  be  profitable  for  them  to  know,  the  grounds  upon 
which  a  fixed  and  important  policy  is  pursued. 

While  the  nation  is  convulsed  with  a  civil  strife  of  unexampled  pro- 
portions, it  would  be  presumptuous,  perilous,  and  criminal  to  court  or 
provoke  foreign  wars. '  Keviewing  the  whole  course  of  the  existing  ad- 
ministration, I  may  safely  claim  that  it  shows  that,  even  if  the  govern- 
ment had  been  left  at  liberty  to  conduct  its  foreign  affairs,  altogether 
irrespectively  of  the  civQ  war,  it  would  yet  have  chosen  and  maintained 
a  policy  of  peace,  harmony,  and  friendship  towards  all  nations.  It  is 
certainly  our  especial  care,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  do  no  injus- 
tice, to  give  no  offense,. and  to  offer  and  receive  explanations  in  a  liberal 
spirit  whenever  they  are  possible,  and  thus  to  make  sure  that  if,  at  any 
time,  either  accidentally  or  through  the  intrigues  of  the  insurgents,  we 
shall  incur  the  misfortune  of  collision  with  foreign  states,  our  position 
will  then  be  one  of  pure  and  reproachless  self-defense. 

The  nation  has  a  right^  and  it  is  its  duty,  to  live.    Those  who  favor  and 
give  aid  to  the  insurrection,  upon  whatever  pretext,  assail  the  nation  in 
an  hour  of  danger,  and  therefore  they  cannot  be  held  or  regarded  as  its 
friends.    In  taking  this  ground  the  XJnited  States  claim  only  what  they  ^ 
concede  to  all  other  nations.    Ko  state  can  be  really  index>endent  in  any  / 
other  position. 

Willing,  however,  to  avert  difficulties  by  conciliatory  explanations,  we 
frankly  confess  to  the  conviction  that  either  the  insurrection  must  be 
subdued  and  suppressed  or  the  nation  must  perish.  The  case  admits  of 
no  composition.  If  we  have  no  fear  of  failure,  it  is  because  we  know  that 
no  other  government  than  this  could  stand  in  this  country,  and  that  perma- 
nent dismemberment  of  it  is  impossible.  The  principal  masses  of  the  popu- 
lation are  content  with  the  present  system,  and  cannot  be  brought  to 
oppose  or  to  surrender  it.  The  faction  which  is  attempting  to  destroy  it, 
although  infatuated  and  energetic,  is,  relatively  to  the  whole  people,  an 
inconsiderable  one.  The  natural  highways  of  the  country,  extended 
sounds  and  lakes,  and  long,  widely  branching  rivers,  combined  with  its 
artificial  roads,  are  bonds  which  can  neither  be  removed  nor  permanently 
broken  by  any  mere  political  force  whatsoever.    The  so-called  Gulf  States 
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need  the  free  use  of  all.  these  highways,  and  those  who  dwell  upon 
their  borders  will  not  consent  to  be  shut  out  from  the  ocean.  The  wealth 
and  patronage  of  the  whole  nation  are  needful  to  perfect  civlLization  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  and  the  Atlantic  States  must  forever  derive  protection 
and  support  from  the  recesses  of  the  continent.  Those  who  are  attempt- 
ing to  break  up  the  Union  must  either  substitute  new  commercial  and 
social  connections  for  the  highways  now  existing,  or  they  must  invent 
and  establish  a  new  political  system  which  wiU  preserve  them.  Nature 
opposes  the  former  project.  The  wit  of  man  fails  to  suggest  not  merely 
a  better  political  system,  having  the  same  objects  as  the  present  Union, 
but  even  any  possible  substitute  for  it. 

If  it  be  said  that  these  arguments  are  disx)osed  of  by  the  fact  that  civil 
war  has  occurred  in  defiance  of  them,  I  answer  that  the  civil  war  is  not 
yet  ended.  If  it  be  replied  that  at  least  there  is  a  manifest  danger  of 
dissolution  of  the  Union,  I  rejoin  that  the  occurrence  of  the  civil  war  at 
most  proves  only  that  in  this  country,  as  in  every  other,  it  is  possible  for 
faction  to  interrupt  the  course  of  civil  administration  and  to  substitute 
anarchy  for  law.  I  do  not  know  that  any  wise  man  has  ever  doubted 
tiiat  possibility.  Sedition  is.  as  I  suppose,  a  vice  inherent  and  latent  in 
every  political  state.  But  tne  condition  of  anarchy  is  not  only  anoma- 
lous but  necessarily  a  transient  one.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  how  long 
the  deplorable  disturbances  now  existing  here  may  continue,  nor  what 
extreme  the  anarchy  which  prevails  in  the  southern  part  of  tne  country 
may  reach.  It  may  be  that  the  storm  may  continue  one  or  more  years 
longer,  and  that  there  may  be  a  dissolution  of  society  in  that  unhappy 
region.  But  after  such  a  convulsion  every  state  requires  repose  and 
again  seeks  peace,  safety,  and  freedom ;  and  it  will  have  them,  if  pos- 
sible, under  the  political  system  which  is  best  adapted  to  those  ends. 
Alexander,  Caesar,  and  Napoleon^  each  in  his  time  cast  down  established 
states  and  substituted  new  ones  m  their  places.  Yet  the  hand  that  made 
the  violent  change  had  hardly  been  withdrawn  when  the  subverted  states 
reapx)eared,  standing  more  firmly  than  before  on  their  ancient  founda- 
tions. 

It  is  freely  admitted  that  the  salvation  of  the  Union  depends  on  the 
will  and  the  choice  of  the  American  people,  and  that  they  are  now  engaged 
in  a  fierce  conflict  upon  that  very  question.  But  sooner  or  Isbt&r  there 
must  come  a  truce,  because  civil  war  cannot  be  indefinitely  endured. 
Will  there  then  be  reconciliation  f  It  cannot  happen  otherwise.  When 
such  a  time  arrives,  any  society  will  prefer  the  attainable  to  the  unat- 
tainable object,  the  greater  to  the  lesser  advantage,  and  wiU  bury  every 
domestic  difference  to  save  itself  from  the  worst  of  all  political  evils — 
foreign  conquest  and  domination.  The  object  of  the  insurgents  is  the 
forti^ing  and  extending  of  African  slavery.  Is  the  object,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  really  attainable  f  Is  it  not  becoming  more  manifestiy 
impossible  every  day  that  the  war  is  prolonged!  Is  even  the  continu- 
ance of  slavery  itself  worth  the  sacrifices  wMch  the  war  has  brought  f 
It  is  assumed  that  the  insurgents^  however  erroneously,  are  determined 
upon  that  point.  I  reply,  that  it  is  always  a  class,  or  a  sect,  or  a  party, 
and  not  the  whole  country,  that  provokes  or  makes  civil  war,  but  it  is 
not  the  same  class  or  sect  or  party,  but  the  whole  country,  that  ultimately 
makes  the  peace ;  and  hence  it  has  hapx>ened  that  hardly  one  out  of  a 
hundred  attempted  revolutions  has  ever  been  successful.  Is  not  this  the 
instruction  of  the  civil  wars  of  England,  France,  and  San  Domingo  f 

The  consideration  that  this  is  a  republican  state  has  been  heretofore 
impressed  upon  the  correspondence  of  this  department,  and  it  cannot  be 
too  oteadily  kept  in  view  by  our  representatives  iii  Europe.    Precisely 


430  CLAIMS  AQxmm  gbeat  britajk. 

becanse  it  is  both  a  federal  and  a  repuliiicaai.  state,  witk  its  oeiiesiofi 
pesaltiDg  from  tlie  dioice  of  tke  people  in  tw^o  distinct  proeesses,  tiie 
nation  must  cease  to  exist  when  a  foreign  authority  is  admitted  to  any 
ocHitrol  over  its  c(»insels.  It  must  continne  to  be  jealous  of  foreign 
interventions  and  alliances,  as  it  always  heretofore  has  been. 

The  nation,  m(»*eover,  is  an  American  one.  It  has  maintained  pleas- 
ant and  even  x»H)fitable  intercourse  witiii  the  states  of  the  eastern  conti- 
n^it;  bat  it  nevertheless  is  situated  in  ahemii^here  where  interests  and 
customs  and  habits  widely  differing  from  those  of  Europe  prevail* 
Among  these  difiSorences  t^s  one  at  least  is  manifest:  we  neither  have 
sought,  nor  can  we  ever  wisely  seek,  conquests,  colonies,  or  allies  in  the 
Old  World.  We  have  no  voice  in  the  congresses  of  Europe,  and  we  can- 
not allow  them  a  representation  in  our  popular  assemblies.  All  of  the 
American  States  once  were  dependencies  oi  European  powers.  The  fact 
that  it  is  necessary  to  discuss  the  subject  of  this  letter  sufficiently  proves 
that  even  if  those  powers  have  relinquished  all  expectaticm  of  recover- 
ing a  sway  here  that  was  so  long  ago  cast  off,  yet  the  American  nations 
have  nevertheless  not  realized  their  safety  against  European  ambition. 
For  thiiB  reason,  also,  we  must  be  left  by  foreign  nations  aione,  to  settle 
our  own  controversies  and  regulate  our  own  affairs  in  our  own  American 
way. 

If  the  forbearance  we  claim  is  not  our  right,  those  who  aeek  to  prevent 
our  enjoyment  of  it  can  show  the  grounds  upon  which  foreign  interven- 
tion or  mediation  is  justified. 

Will  they  claim  tibat  European  powers  are  so  much  moie  enlightened, 
more  just,  and  more  humane  than  we  are,  that  they  can  regulate  not 
only  their  own  affairs  but  ours  also,  more  wisely,  and  more  bene^cially 
than  we  have  done  t    How  and  where  have  they  proved  this  superiority! 

I  cannot  avoid  thinking  that  the  ideas  of  intervention  and  mediation 
have  theur  source  in  an  imperfect  conception  in  Europe  of  tile  indepen- 
dence of  the  American  nation.  Although  actual  foreign  authority  has 
so  long  passed  away,  yet  the  memory  of  it,  and  the  sentiment  of  dicta- 
tion, still  linger  in  the  parental  European  states.  Perhaps  some  of  the 
American  nations  have,  by  their  willingness  to  accept  of  &vors,  lent 
some  sanction  to  the  pretension.  But  certainly  this  will  not  be  urged 
against  the  United  States. 

We  have  too  many  x>roofs  that  our  independence  is  by  no  means  pleas- 
ing to  portions  of  European  society.  GDhey  would,  however,  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  justify  their  dislike.  That  independence  was  lawfully  won,  and 
it  has  been  universally  acknowledged. 

Is  our  peculiar  form  of  government  an  offenset  It  was  chosen  by  our- 
selves ami  for  our  own  benefit,  and  it  has  not  been  enforced  by  us,  nor 
can  it  in  any  case  be  enforced,  upon  any  other  people.  Our  own  expe- 
rience has  proved  its  felicitous  adaptation  to  our  condition,  and  tiie 
judgment  of  mankind  has  pronounced  that  its  influences  upon  other 
nations  are  beneficent.  The  severest  c^isure  has  found  no  defect  in  it, 
except  that  it  is  too  good  to  endure. 

What  plea  for  intervention  or  mediation  remains  t  Only  this,  that 
our  civil  war  is  inconvenient  to  foreign  states.  But  the  inconvenience 
they  suffer  is  only  incidental,  and  must  be  brief;  while  their  interven- 
tion or  mediation  might  be  &tal  to  the  United  States.  Are  not  edl  civil 
wars  necessarily  inconvenient  to  foreign  nations  t  Must  every  state, 
when  it  has  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  civil  war,  forego  its  independence 
and  compromise  its  sovereignty  .because  the  war  affects  its  foreign  com- 
merce f  Would  not  the  practice  upon  that  principle  result  in  the  disso- 
lution of  all  political  society  f 
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But  it  is  nrged  ttiat  the  war  is  protracted.  What  if  it  were  sot  Do 
our  national  ri^ts  depend  on  the  time  that  an  insnrrection  may  main- 
tain itself!  It  has  been  a  war  of  fifteen  months.  The  battle-field  is  as 
large  as  Europe.  The  dynamical  question  involved  is  as  important  as 
any  that  was  ever  committed  to  the  issue  of  civil  wax.  The  prineiples 
at  issue  are  as  grave  as  any  ihst  ever  were  intrusted  to  the  arbitration 
of  arms.  The  resources  <^>ened  by  tlie  government,  the  expenditures 
incurred,  the  armies  brought  into  the  field,  and  the  vigor  and  diligence 
with  which  tbey  are  maneuvered,  have  never  been  surpassed;  nor  has 
greater  success,  having  due  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
ever  been  attained. 

Notwithstanding  these  foicts,  Europeans  tell  us  that  the  task  of  sub- 
duing the  insurrection  is  too  great,  that  the  conclusion  is  already  fore- 
gone, and  the  Union  must  be  lost.  They  fail,  however,  to  satisfy  us  of 
either  their  right  or  their  ability  to  advise  npon  it,  while  they  no  longer 
affect  to  conceal  the  prejn^dices  or  the  interests  which  disqualify  them 
for  any  judgment  .in  the  case. 

Finally,  the  advocates  of  intervention  are  shocked  by  the  calamities 
we  are  enduring,  and  concerned  by  the  debts  we  are  incurring,  yet  they 
have  not  one  word  of  remonstrance  or  discouragement  for  the  insurgents, 
and  are  busy  agents  in  supplying  them  with  materials  of  war.  We 
deplore  the  sufferings  which  the  war  has  brought,  and  are  ready  and 
anxious  to  end  the  contest.  We  offer  the  simple  terms  of  restoration  to 
the  Union,  and  oblivion  of  the  crimes  committed  against  it,  so  soon  as 
may  be  compatible  with  the  public  safety. 

I  have  expressed  these  views  of  the  President  to  our  representatives 
at  this  time,  when  I  think  there  is  no  immediate  danger  of  foreign  inter- 
vention, or  attempt  at  mediation,  to  the  end  that  they  may  have  their 
due  weight  whenever,  in  any  chances  of  the  war,  apprehensions  of  for- 
eign interference  may  recur. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ohables  Fbanois  Adascs,  Esq.,  <£c.,  i&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  208.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  22, 1862. 
Sib:         ##•♦#•♦• 
You  will  have  seen  before  this  the  publication  made  by  Lord  Eussell 
of  your  dispatch  !No.  260,  a  copy  of  which  I  communicated  to  him  so 
long  ago  as  the  19th  of  June  last,  and  also  of  his  own  note  to  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  the  28th  of  July,  taking  notice  of  it.    The  whole  proceeding 
must  be  admitted  to  be  not  a  little  anomalous.    His  lordship  received  a 
copy  of  the  paper  from  me,  which  was  fiimished.  only  for  his  information 
and  for  that  of  his  government.    He  holds  it  for  more  than  a  month 
without  even  acknowledging  its  existence,  when  all  of  a  sudden,  on  in* 
timation  of  the  probability  of  a  call  for  information  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
he  seizes  the  occasion  not  to  write  to  me,  but  to  address  a  species  oi . 
reply  to  Mr.  Stuart,  at  Washiagton,  based  upon  the  intelligence  receivM 
of  some  reverses  in  America,  which  seem  then,'for  the  first  time,  to  be 
caught  at  as  a  justification  for  continuing  in  the  old  line  of  policy,  and 
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then  causes  both  to  be  published  forthwith.    This  singular  proceeding 
has  subjected  his  lordship  to  some  sharpness  of  criticism  even  here. 

I  have  indeed  been  told,  but  not  by  authority  such  as  to  place  the  mat- 
ter altogether  beyond  a  doubt,  that  your  dispatch,  in  connection  with 
preceding  ones  lils:ewise  communicated,  and  other  considerations,  had 
had  so  much  effect  on  the  ministry  as  to  incline  them  to  leave  open  a 
way  to  the  reversal  of  their  former  policy,  depending  on  the  issue  of  the 
movement  ux>on  Eichmond.  Had  that  been  successful,  the  recognition 
of  belligerent  rights  was  to  have  been  withdrawn.  I  do  not  vouch  for 
this  as  true,  but,  at  any  rate,  it  would  fully  explain  the  cause,  both  of 
the  earlier  delay  and  of  the  later  action. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHAELES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State 


[From  Britiah  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  12, 1862,  p.  4.] 

No.  2. 

Uarl  Bi^sell  to  Mr.  Stuart 

Foreign  Office,  July  28, 1862. 

SiB:  I  have  left  hitherto  unanswered  and  unnoticed  a  dispatch  of  Mr. 
Sewai'd's,  which  Mr.  Adams  delivered  to  me  more  than  a  month  ago. 

I  have  done  so  partly  because  the  military  events  referred  to  in  it  were, 
in  the  opinion  of  her  M^esty^s  government,  far  from  being  decisive,  ana 
partly  because  there  was  no  proposal  in  it  upon  which  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment were  called  upon  to  come  to  any  conclusion. 

Events  subsequent  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Seward's  letter  have  shown  that 
her  Majesty's  government  in  their  opinion  upon  the  first  of  these  points 
were  not  mistaken.  Victories  have  been  gained,  reverses  have  followed : 
positions  have  been  reached  in  the  near  neighborhood  of  the  capital  oi 
the  confederates,  and  these  positions  have  been  again  abandoned.  These 
events  have  been  accompanied  by  great  loss  of  life  in  battle  and  in  hos- 
pital, while  such  measures  as  the  confiscation  bill,  passed  through  both 
houses  of  Congress,  and  the  proclamations  of  General  Butler  at  Kew 
Orleans  bear  evidence  of  the  increasing  bitterness  of  the  strife.  The 
approach  of  a  servile  war,  so  much  insisted  upon  by  Mr.  Seward  in  his 
dispatch,  only  forewarns  us  that  another  element  of  destruction  maj'  be 
added  to  the  slaughter,  loss  of  property,  and  waste  of  industry,  which 
already  afflict  a  country  so  lately  prosperous  and  tranquil. 

Nor  on  the  other  x>oint  to  which  I  have  adverted  have  I  anything  new 
to  say. 

From  the  moment  when  the  intelligence  first  reached  this  country, 
that  nine  States  and  several  millions  of  Inhabitants  of  the  great  Ameri- 
can Union  had  seceded  and  had  made  war  on  the  government  of  the 
President,  down  to  the  present  time,  her  Majesty's  government  have  pur- 
sued a  friendly,  an  open,  and  a  consistent  course.  They  have  been  neu- 
tral between  the  two  parties  to  a  civil  war.  Neither  the  loss  of  the  raw 
material  of  manufacture,  so  necessary  to  a  great  portion  of  our  people, 
nor  the  insults  constantl^^  heaped  upon  the  British  name  in  speeches  ana 
newspapers,  nor  the  ri'gor,  beyond  the  usual  practice  of  nations,  with 
which  the  Queen's  subjects,  attempting  to  break  the  loose  blockade  of 
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the  sonthem  ports,  have  been  treated,  have  induced  her  Miyesty's  gov- 
ernment to  swerve  ah  inch  from  an  impartial  neutrality. 

At  this  moment  they  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  see  that  con- 
summation of  which  the  President  speaks  in  his  answer  to  the  governors 
of  eighteen  States,  namely,  the  bringing  of  this  unnecessary  and  injuri- 
ous civil  war  to  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  conclusion. 

As  to  the  course  of  opinion  in  this  country,  the  President  is  (iware  that 
perfect  freedom  of  comment  upon  all  public  events  is  in  this  country  the 
invariable  practice,  sanctioned  by  law,  and  approved  by  the  univeiBal 
sense  of  the  nation. 
I  am,  &c., 

EU8SELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

'So.  211.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

iKmdafif  August  29, 1862* 
Sir:  •••••##• 
The  idea  of  intervention  seems  rather  to  lose  than  gain  strength 
with  the  progress  of  events.  And,  although  the  spirit  in  England  can- 
not be  said  to  be  in  any  degree  changed,  it  seems  rather  to  waste 
itself  in  abstract  lamentation  on  the  existence  of  a  remote  evil,  than 
to  gather  force  for  any  particular  mode  of  dealing  with  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEASfOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward.  ' 

So.  189.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  Septefmber  3^  1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  to  me  No.  192,  and  your  confidential  dispatch  to 
Mr.  Adams,  So.  322,  of  which  you  send  me  a  copy,  treat,  so  far  as  France 
is  concerned,  of  the  same  matter,  to  wit:  the  probabilities  of  the  Emperor 
interfering  in  the  affairs  of  our  country.  I  have  taken  occasion  to  inform 
you  heretofore  that  I  feel  myself  justified  in  relying  upon  the  friendly 
feeling  of  this  country  until  I  shall  have  some  official  intimation  to  the 
contrary.  It  is  true  that  at  a  court  where  there  is  a  power — a  thinking^ 
acting  power-^Ai9u{  the  minister  with  whom  one  communicates,  we 
can  never  feel  quite  sure  of  our  position;  yet  I  cannot  permit  myself  to 
be  disturl)ed  by  the  alternation  of  rumors  referred  to  in  the  extract  fix)m 
Mr.  Adams's  confidential  dispatch  No.  197.  I  listen  to  all  such  reports 
with  the  utmost  distrust.  Paris  is  full  of  emissaries,  or  rather  emigrants^ 
(if  I  may  call  them  so,)  male  and  female,  from  the  South ;  most  of  them 
have  come  to  Europe  or  remain  in  Europe  to  avoid  the  danger  of  a  resi< 
dence  at  home.  But  while  careful  to  absent  themselves,  they  appar- 
ently think  of  nothing  else,  and  speak  of  nothing  else,  but  the  war,  and 
the  certain  success  of  the  South.  They  mix  in  society,  and  pick  up  every 
rumor  afloat  on  its  surface,  magnify  it,  reproduce  it,  w4>  iinallyy  tiiem- 

28  A  0— TOL.  z 
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selves,  I  have  the  charity  to  suppose,  believe  it.  Even  Mr.  Slidell,  as 
early  as  last  winter,  gave  to  a  gentleman  in  Paris  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter, the  most  distinct  assurance,  founded^  as  he  said,  upon  certain 
knowledge,  that  the  South  would  be  recognized  in  sixty  or  ninety  days, 
and  advised  him  to  make  his  business  arrangements  accordingly;  yet  at 
that  period,  notyvithstanding  the  talk  in  a  certain  official  coterie,  there 
was  not  even  a  chance  of  recognition.  The  very  fact  that  these  rumors 
of  intended  interference  upon  the  part  of  the  Emperor  are  afloat  should 
make  us  distrust  their  truth ;  the  Emperor  does  not  do  things  in  that 
way ;  he  does  not  take  counsel  of  the  world  l^efore  he  acts.  His  very 
reticence  and  the  reticence  of  Mr.  Thouvenel,  in  the  midst  of  these 
newspaper  statements,  have  sometimes  made  me  uneasy,  and  I  have 
therefore  wished  to  know  what  was  said  by  Mr.Mercier  at  Washington. 
But  there  has  been  at  no  time,  in  my  judgment,  just  ground  for  believ- 
ing, as  reported  to  you,  "that  the  Emperor  has  directed  Mr.  Slidell  to 
instruct  Mr.  Mason  to  make  another  formal  appeal  to  Earl  Eussell  pre- 
liminary to  his  own  separate  and  exclusive  action.'^  The  very  form  of 
the  proposition  is  to  my  mind  evidence  of  its  falsity. 

You  say  (in  dispatch  No.  192)  there  has  not  been  a  week  since  the 
war  commenced  that  somebody  has  not  conveyed  to  you  statements 
implying  hostile  designs  upon  the  part  of  the  Emperor;  this  I  can  well 
understand.  Our  citizens,  and  sometimes  even  officials,  transiently  in 
Paris,  who  should  know  better,  pick  up  these  rumors,  become  excited, 
hurry  first  to  the  legation,  then  write  to  the  department.  It  is  a  singu- 
lar fact  that  every  American  citizen  abroad  thinks  himself  entitled  to 
know  everything  that  has  ever  passed  between  our  governnient  and  the 
Emperor^  and  are  very  much  dissatisfied  unless  I  at  once  make  a  clean 
breast  of  it,  No  reliance  at  all  is  to  be  placed  upon  reports  transmitted 
to  you  from  such  quarters;  if  right  at  all,  they  are  so  by  accident. 

Nothing  has  occurred  here  of  any  official  character,  not  already 
reported,  to  justify  the  belief  that  the  Emperor  intends  to  interfere  with 
us. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Extract] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  336.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  September  8, 1862. 

SiE:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  August 
22,  No.  208. 

Mr.  Stuart  read  to  me,  in  due  time,  the  note  which  Earl  Russell  had 
addressed  to  him  on  the  28th  day  of  July,  commenting  upon  the  dispatch 
No.  260,  which  I  wrote  to  you  so  long  ago  as  the  28th  day  of  May  last, 
and  which  you  so  properly  and  promptly  put  into  his  hands  on  the  20th 
of  June  last  But  Mr.  Stuart  seemed  not  to  have  been  instructed  to 
leave  a  copy  with  me,  and  for  obvious  reasons  I  did  not  solicit  one. 

His  lordship^s  proceedings  in  leaving  the  paper  submitted  to  him  unno- 
ticed until  all  expectation  of  special  attention  to  it  was  given  up,  and  in 
then  taking  it  up^  under  a  supposed  change  of  affairs  in  this  country, 
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and  making  it  the  basis  of  instmction  to  Mr.  Stuart  hexe,  in  vindication 

of  the  British  government,  instead  of  giving  an  answer  through  you  to 

the  appeal  contained  in  the  paper,  was  indeed  extraordinary.    It  did 

not,  however,  seem  necessary  for  any  national  interest  of  ours  to  take 

special  notice  of  these  proceedings.    They  were  at  the  time  attributed 

by  this  government  to  some  new^political  domestic  pressure  upon  the 

ministry  of  Great  Britain,  and  I  am  happy  to  learn  that,  according  to 

the  best  information  whicn  we  have  been  able  to  obtaio,  such  was  the 

case.    I  shall  add  only,  that  however  necessary  Earl  Bussell's  course  in 

the  matter  may  have  been  in  regard  to  British  interests  ai  home,  and  how* 

ever  beneficial  it  may  have  been  to  them,  it  has  not  made  a  favorable 

impression  in  this  country,  or  produced  a  conviction  here  of  the  friendly 

feelings  and  dispositions  towards  us  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  which 

his  lordship  has  so  generously,  and  doubtless  with  entire  sincerity, 

avowed.  _ 

•  •  •  •  «••  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  fi.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£o.,  &c.y  Ac. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

K0.338.J  Depaetmbnt  of  State, 

Washington^  September  9, 1862. 

SiB:  I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  my  dispatch  No.  207,  of 
yesterday,  addressed  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  c£e.,  &c. 


Jfn  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  207.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washingtony  September  8, 1862. 

Sib:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  this  day  addressed 
to  Mr.  Adams.  It  will  give  you  all  the  information  concerning  the  mili- 
tary situation  which  it  is  thought  expedient  to  communicate.  More  de- 
tails might,  indeed,  have  been  furnished,  but  such  operations  are  now 
in  progress  that  changes  must  occur,  the  intelligence  of  which  will  an- 
ticipate the  slow  course  of  an  official  correspondence. 

The  special  purpose  of  this  dispatch  is  to  give  for  your  information  a 
very  peculiar,  and  possibly  significant,  conversation  which  I  had  the 
honor  of  holding  last  evening  with  Mr.  Mercier,  the  flench  minister 
plenipotentiary  near  this  government.  I  must  first,  however,  make  a 
short  preliminary  statement. 

This  government,  as  you  are  aware,  has  always  believed  that  the  main- 
tenance here  of  the  sovereignty  constituted  by  the  federal  Union  is  im* 
portant  to  the  political  interests  of  France.  This  govemment  bettevea^ 
also,  that  the  dynastic  interest  of  the  present  Emperor  cannot  be  per- 
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manently  separated  fix>m  the  present  political  interests  of  that  country. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  has  persisted,  therefore,  in  regard- 
ing the  imperial  government  as  really  friendly  to  the  United  States,  while 
there  has  been  no  disposition  to  press^  or  even  ask  for  those  manifestations 
of  this  Mendship  which  it  might  be  inconvenient  for  the  French  govern- 
ment to  make  in  view  of  the  present  circumstances  of  France  at  home, 
or  its  contentions  with,  or  relations  to,  other  powers..  This  government 
has  for  these  reasons,  as  well  as  on  the  ground  of  its  high  appreciation 
of  the  wisdom  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  disbelieved  the  thousand 
rumors  it  has  heard  of  designs  and  purposes  on  his  part  to  embarrass 
the  United  States  in  their  exertion  to  suppress  this  domestic  insurrec- 
tion. This  government,  moreover,  has  had  occasion  to  observe  and  ac- 
knowledge that  Mr.  Thouvenel  has  seemed  frank,  liberal,  and  just  in  all 
his  proc^dings  towards  this  country. 

Mr.  Mercier  is  unjlerstood  by  us  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  Mr.  Thou* 
venel.  He  is  also  regarded  by  us  as  being  governed  by  high  sentiments 
of  honor  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  Ms  mission.  We  were  aware, 
indeed,  that  his  acquaintance,  and  perhaps  his  social  relations,  with 
some  of  the  leaders  of  the  insurrection  before  the  war  began,  had  caused 
him  to  be  impressed,  more  strongly  than  others  of  the  diplomatic  cori>8 
here,  with  a  belief  not  probably  of  the  justice  of  their  cause,  but  of  their 
strength  and  resolution.  Without  distinctly  knowing  the  fact,  I  have 
believed  that  he  has  constantly  desponded  of  the  success  of  this  govern- 
ment in  preserving  the  Union.  I  am  aware  that  in  this  statement  I 
have  only  cast  into  connection  with  each  other,  facts  of  which  I  have 
fully  informed  you  on  different  occasions  heretofore. 

Mr.  Mercier  left  Washington  for  a  sojourn  in  the  Korth,  I  think,  before 
the  battles  were  fought  at  Bichmond.  Down  to  that  time  I  had  his  vol- 
untary assurance  that  he  had  received  no  communication  from  his  gov- 
ernment bearing  on  the  subject  of  recognition  or  intervention,  then,  and 
always,  so  mudi  discussed. 

He  came  to  this  city  to  converse  with  me  last  week,  while  I  was  absent 
for  a  very  few  days.  Yesterday  he  called  again.  Just  previous  to  his 
coming  I  had  heard  informaUy,  and  unofQcially,  that  he  had  in  his  dis- 
patch of  last  week  written  to  Mr.  Thouvenel  that  the  time  for  recogni- 
tion by  France  had,  in  Mr.  Mercier's  opinion,  arrived.  I  do  not  know 
how  true  this  statement  may  have  been.  ^ 

Mr.  Mercier  in  his  interview  with  me  said  that  he  had  come  back  to 
Washmgton  in  consequence  of  the  recent  events.  He  asked,  first, 
whether  it  is  true  that  this  government  is  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  Dayton, 
and  proposes  to  recall  or  supersede  him.  Secondly,  whether  it  is  not 
less  true  that  this  government  is  satisfied  with  the  fairness,  candor,  and 
spirit  of  Mr.  Thouvenel  in  regard  to  our  afiGairs.  I  replied  that  there  is 
bat  a  shadow  of  foundation  for  allegations  that  this  government  is  dis- 
satisfied with  Mr.  Dayton.  No  sentiment  of  that  kind  has  ever  been  ex- 
{^essed  or  entertained  by  the  President  myself,  or  any  member  of 
the  cabinet.  As  to  Mr.  Thouvenel,  I  spoke  with  equal  confidence  the 
President's  favorable  convictions  and  my  own,  and  assured  Mr.  Mercier 
tiiat  Mr.  ThouvenePs  conduct  of  affieurs  in  relation  to  this  country  had 
won  for  him  the  highest  respect  and  confidence  on  the  part  of  this  gov- 
ernment. Mr.  Mercier  expressed  himself  highly  gratified  with  these  ex- 
planations upon  both  points,  and  assured  me  that  the  manner  in  which 
you  performed  your  duties  is  very  acceptable  to  Mr.  Thouvenel,  and  that 
ne  would  hear  with  great  regret  of  any  change  which  should  relieve  yon 
fiom  your  mission'. 

These  preliminaries  thus  settled,  Mr.  Mercier  said  that  Mr.  Thouvenel 
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has  always  written  to'him,  ^<We  will  do  nothing  at  any  time,  or  in  any 
way,  nntil  yon  (Mr.  Mercier)  shall  tell  ns  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
whole  country.^  I  wiU  now  tell  you  what  is  onr  opinion,  the  opinion  of 
onr  government,  exactly  and  fairly.  He  proceeded :  ^^I  think  now  that 
the  Union  is  no  longer  possible.  We,  therefore,  think,  my  government 
thinks  that  what  is  best  is  that  which  will  be  nearest  to  what  has  been 
before,  what  is  most  like  to  what  the  Union  has  been.  So  that,  if  there 
mast  be  two  confederacies,  then  that  they  should  be  confederated  con- 
federacies." Here  Mr.  Mercier  stopped,  and  I  took  np  the  word,  saying: 
^*  Mr.  Mercier,  you  can  do  this  country  and  your  own  no  greater  service 
than  by  telling  your  government  at  once  tli^t  this  government  neither 
has  the  thought,  nor  can  entertain  it,  by  whomsoever  it  may  be  sug- 
gested, that  there  are,  or  can  ever  be,  two.  confederacies  here^  or  any 
other  government  than  this  Union,  just  as  it  constitutionally  exists,  and 
has  always  been."  He  interposed  to  say  that  I  must  confess  that  cir- 
cumstances must  control,  and  that  they  now  lo6k  very  unfavorable.  I 
replied  that  our  government  saw  nothing  in  the  change  of  circumstances 
but  a  new  phase  in  the  ever-changing  panorama  of  war,  which  would 
probably  be  followed  by  a  new  and  difTerent  phase  to-morrow.  He  said, 
"  You  are  expecting  a  battle  soon."  I  replied  "  Yes,  we  expexjt  a  battle 
and  a  victory;  but,  however  this  may  be,  do  not  for  a  moment  believe 
that  either  the  President,  Congress,  myself,  or  any  person  connected  with 
this  government,  will  in  any  cas6  entertain  any  proposition  or  sugges- 
tion of  arrangement,  accommodation  or  adjustment  from  within  or  with- 
out, upon  the  basis  of  a  surrender  of  the  federal  Union.  He  again  re- 
plied, "  Certainly,  but  you  know  we  are  friendly,  and  we  are  looking  to 
the  possibilities  of  your  disappointment,  and  you  would  then  think  it 
necessary  to  adopt  tiiie  best  practicable  measures  for  the  preservation  of 
the  country  and  its  welfare."  I  replied,  "  I  must  undeceive  you  entirely 
in  that  resi)ect.  Chaos,  even  if  it  must  result  from  our  efforts  to  save 
the  Union,  could  not  be  worse  than  the  best  substitute  that  could  be 
offered  or  found  for  it,  if  it  were  to  be  overthrown;  and  chaos  it  must  be, 
if  indeed  th^:^  were  no  alternative  but  attempts  at  composition  of  the 
strife,  either  on  the  offer  of  the  insurgents,  or  through  the  intervention 
of  any  foreign  powers  whatever  their  wishes  might  be.  You  know  what 
France  did  to  save  her  integrity  in  1793.  Do  not  for  a  moment  let  France  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  do  or  suffer  less  to  save  them- 
selves from  the  evils  of  social  dissolution."  I  said,  "We  shall  prosecute 
this  w£(r  to  its  end.  We  do  not  doubt  our  strength.  We  have  actually 
in  and  coming  into  the  field  at  least  seven  hundred  thousand  men,  and 
we  are  perfecting  a  navy  which  I  believe  for  efficiency  and  defense  will 
be  equal  to  any  other  in  the  world.  Oar  resources  are  as  folly  equal  to 
the  exactions  upon  them  as  the  resources  of  any  power  that  may  assail 
will  be  to  sustain  the  assault.  So  far,  then,  from  entertaining  any  idea 
of  division  of  the  country,  or  of  new  arrangements,  we  shall  maintain 
it  against  all  who  shall  oppose  us."  I  remarked,  "This  is  strong  lan- 
guage, but  it  is  the  duty  of  tiiis  government  to  protect  the  public  in- 
terests, and  vigor  of  speech  as  well  as  of  aetion  is  required  in  emergen- 
cies." He  said,  "  Yes,  but  we  have  an  interest  also  in  the  matter  which 
must  be  looked  to."  I  replied,  "  Certainly,  but  the  sovereignty  of  a  state 
is  an  interest  which,  in  its  own  councils,  must  be  held  paramount  in  its ' 
importance  to  any  incidental  or  foreign  question." 

He  then  asked  me  if  you  had  written  me  something  about  Garibaldi, 
and  affairs  in  Italy.  I  replied  that  you  had  not  written  a  word.  "  Have 
you  heard  something  from  Mexico  f"  I  replied,  "  Not  a  word."  These 
questions  gave  me  an  opi)ortunity  to  say:  "  Your  government  can  see  with 
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what  moderation  and  prudence  we  are  conducting  onr  afi&kirs.  We  tbink 
France  has  trouble  enough  in  Mexico,  and  she  is  likely  to  have  some 
trouble  in  Italy.  But  we  have  drawn  back  our  hands  and  sealed  our 
lips  in  regard  to  those  concerns.  We  forbear  at  all  points,  with  all 
parties,  on  all  sides.  We  have  redressed  every  complaint  that  any 
foreign  nation  has  presented  that  was  capable  of  being  redressed,  and 
we  are  ready  to  refer  tq  impartial  convention  any  that  we  are  unable  to 
redress  by  our  own  exclusive  authority.  We  mean  if  we  come  into 
collision  with  any  foreign  power  to  have  not  only  the  right  on  our  side, 
but  the  position  of  seli-deiense.  Reverting  to  the  topic  with  which  the 
conversation  began,  I  spoke  again  of  Mr.  Thouvenel  hoping  that  he  might 
remain  where  he  is,  and  of  your  declining ;  that,  so  far  as  I  knew  the 
President's  pleasure,  you  could  remain  where  you  are  so  long  as  circum- 
stances should  permit  us  to  be  represented  at  Paris. 

The  conversation  was  very  earnest  and  friendly,  and  all  in  the  same 
vein. 

Mr.  Mercier,  however,  gave  me  no  furthei^explanation  of  the  grounds 
of  his  conviction,  or  the  authority  upon  which  he  spoke,  and  I  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  ask  him  how  much  of  what  he  said  was  of  his  own 
suggestion,  or  how  much  was  said  under  instruction. 

It  would  seem  to  me  very  strange  if  the  French  government  should 
think  of  intervention  or  recognition  under  existing  circumstances.  If 
our  case  were  hopeless,  as  Mr.  Mercier  supposes,  there  would  in  that 
case  very  soon  be  an  end  of  the  strife  without  any  foreign  intervention. 
If  it  is  not  hopeless,  intervention  can  never  make  it  so. 

I  do  not  think  it  will  be  expedient  for  you  to  read  tlus  dispatch  to  Mr. 
Thouvenel.  But  you  will,  if  you  think  proper,  speak  of  it  to  him^  ascer- 
taining what  report  has  been  made  upon  the  subject.  The  occasion  can 
hardly  pass  without  Mr.  Thouvenel's  speaking  with  frankness  and  direct- 
ness concerning  the  purposes  and  policy  of  the  French  government,  if 
they  have  one ;  and  in  that  case  you  will  have  an  opportunity,  as  if 
without  special  directions,  to  explain  the  real  attitude  and  the  real 
views  and  sentiments  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWAED. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.y  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 
No.  229.]  JiEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  October  3, 1862. 

Sib  :  Since  the  date  of  niy  last  I  have  received  dispatches  from  the 
department  numbered  from  339  to  349,  both  inclusive. 

The  telegraph  intelligence  so  far  outstrix>s  the  ordinary  course  of  com- 
munication tiiat  the  accounts  of  the  result  of  the  invasion  of  Maryland 
■and  Pennsylvania  followed  close  upon  the  mention  in -your  No.  349  of 
General  McClellan's  first  success.  As  yet  we  are  not  in  possession  of 
tiie  details,  but  the  elSect  upon  the  popular  mind  of  what  is  known  has 
been  already  very  considerable.  So  strong  had  the  impression  become 
that  all  power  of  further  resistance  by  the  government  was  for  the 
moment  destroyed,  that  many  people  confidently  counted  upon  the 
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possession  of  the  national  capital  by  the  rebels  as  an  event  actually 
past.  The  surprise  at  this  manifestation  of  promptness  and  vigor  has 
been  quite  in  proportion.  The  great  stroke  which  was  to  finish  the  war, 
that  had  been  early  announced  here  as  about  to  take  place  in  Septem- 
ber, seems  to  have  failed,  and  to  have  left  its  projectors  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  ever.  The  prevalent  notion  of  the  sui)eriority  of  military 
energy  and  skiU  on  the  part  of  the  insurgents  in  the  field  has  been 
weakened.  As  a  consequence,  less  and  less  appears  to  be  thought  of 
mediation  or  intervention.  All  efforts  to  stir  up  popular  discontent 
meet  with  little  response.  The  newspapers  of  the  day  contain  a  report 
of  a  decided  check  just  given  to  a  movement  of  this  kind  at  Staley  Bridge, 
near  Manchester.  On  the  whole,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  perhaps 
a  majority  of  the  poorer  classes  rather  sympathize  with  us  in  our  strug- 
gle, and  it  is  only  the  aristocracy  and  the  commercial  body  that  are 
adverse.  Perhaps  it  may  be  quite  as  well  for  us  if  this  should  be  the 
case.  For  the  present  ministry  sufficiently  reflects  the  popular  side  to 
be  in  little  danger  of  precipitation  so  long  as  no  impulse  from  that 

quarter  shall  be  manifested  against  us. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State* 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  234.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  8, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  read  with  respect  and  earnestness  the  notes  of  a  converi 
sation  between  Mr.  Thouvenel  and  yourself,  which  you  have  sent  to  me. 

Mr.  Thouvenel's  cordial  and  friendly  dispositions  and  his  candor  are 
appreciated  by  the  President,  and  by  this  whole  government. 

Eevolutions  seldom  admit  of  exact  regulation,  lliis  insurrection  is 
an  appeal  by  force  not  merely  to  reverse  a  regular  popular  judgment, 
but  to  overturn  the  tribunal  which  pronounced  it.  I  admit  the  import- 
ance of  moderation  on  the  part  of  the  government.  I  think  that  all  the 
world  will  agree  that  the  government  has  thus  far  practiced  that  virtue 
to  the  largest  possible  extent.  It  has,  however,  produced  no  abatement 
of  the  ambitious  designs  of  the  insurgents.  It  is  manifest  that  they 
prefer  a  common  ruin,  a  complete  chaos,  to  any  composition  whatever 
that  could  be  made  under  any  auspices.  INor  does  the  case  admit  of 
offers  of  composition  on  the  part  of  the  Union.  It  is  a  question  between 
the  existing  and  only  possible  constitutional  system  of  government  and 
a  resolution  of  society  here  into  small,  distracted,  and  ever-jealous  bel- 
ligerent states.  OUier  unusual  elements  enter  into  the  motives  of  the 
conflict,  and  popular  passions  inflame  them  into  a  white  heat.  It  is  im- 
possible not  to  see  that  the  conflict  between  universal  freedom  and  uni- 
versal slavery,  which  been  so  long  put  off,  has  come  upon  us  at  last  in 
the  form  of  a  civil  war,  and  that  the  parties  are  marshaling  themselves 
under  the  banners  of  the  Union  and  of  the  insurrection,  respectively^ 
Who  has  ever  seen  mediation  or  compromise  arrest  a  conflict  of  that 
nature  when  brought  to  the  trial  of  armsf  No  such  conflict  was  ever 
ended  but  by  exhaustion  of  one  or  both  of  the  parties.  Does  it  require 
a  great  discernment  to  see  on  which  side  exhaustion  must  first  occur  ? 


440  CLAIMS  AGAINST  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Does  it  require  mnch  loyalty  to  onr  institations,  or  mnch  faith  in  virtae, 
or  mnch  trust  in  the  guidance  of  a  beneficent  Providence,  to  enable  us 
to  believe  that  that  exhaustion  must  be  rapid  and  complete  enough  to 
bring  about  a  return  of  that  portion  of  our  people  which  has  been  mis- 
led to  the  constitutional  government,  which  alone  can  maintain  peace, 
preserve  order,  and  guarantee  practical  freedom  to  all  the  members  of 
the  state  1  Where  are  we  now  7  The  Union  is  distracted,  but  it  is  not 
broken  nor  even  shaken.  It  still  maintains  its  authority  everywhere, 
with  local  exceptions,  as  before.  .  It  still  maintains  its  place  in  the  coun- 
cils of  nations.  It  ha-s  only  begun  to  draw  upon  its  resources  and  its 
forces.  The  insurrection  is  without  position  at  home  or  abroad.  It  has 
nearly  exhausted  its  resources^  and  it  is  bringing  into  the  field  the  last 
armies  available  by  conscription.  Ifo  revolution,  prolonged  without 
success,  escapes  the  avenger  of  faction  among  its  movers.  That  avenger 
is  even  now  upon  the  heds  of  the  movers  of  the  insurrection,  and  it 
appears  with  terrors  such  as  failing  revolutionists  were  never  before 
compelled  to  turn  upon  and  confront.  Let  any  statesman  look  into  the 
elements  of  society  in  the  Gulf  or  revolutionary  States,  and  see  what  else 
than  universal  ruin  of  society  can  result  from  longer  war  against  the 
Union.  What  else  than  the  protection  of  the  Union  duly  accepted  can 
arrest  that  desolation,  or  restore  safety  even  then  to  property,  liberty, 
and  life. 

I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  dkc.,  c&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ho.  368.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  October  10, 1862. 

Sib:  Your  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  September  (No.  226)  has  been 
received. 

The  President  is  gratified  by  the  tribute  you  have  paid  to  the  pru- 
dence and  fidelity  of  Mr.  Dayton. 

Mr.  Dayton  has  given  me  an  account  of  an  informal  and  unofficial 
conversation  with  which  he  was  lately  favored  by  Mr.  Thouvenel,  which 
indicates  a  harmony  between  him  and  Mr.  Mercier  in  despondency  con- 
cerning the  success  of  the  Union  arms,  but  not  any  sentiments  of  hos- 
tility or  of  unfriendliness  to  this  government. 

I  learn,  also,  from  Mr.  Sanford,  that  Baron  Talleyrand,  on  his  recent 
return  from  Paris  to  Brussels,  informed  Mr.  Sanford  that  Mr.  Thouvenel 
had  said  to  him  tiiat  business  was  suspended  at  Paris  until  the  return 
of  the  Emperor  from  Biarritz,  after  which  they  should  take  up  the  Ital- 
ian and  the  American  questions. 

This  government  has  nothing  to  say  concerning  the  first  of  these  sub- 
jects. 

In  regard  to  the  latter,  it  is  certain  that  the  aspect  of  the  case  for  the 
enemies  of  the  Union,  when  the  time  for  that  consideration  shall  have 
come,  will  be  found  to  have  changed  much  for  the  worse  from  what  it 
was  when  Mr.  Thouvenel  was  conversing  with  Baron  Talleyrand. 
Eecent  events  indicate  a  loss  by  the  insurgenta  of  even  more  than  the 
prestige  they  won  by  their  desperate  attempt  to  invade  and  subjugate 
the  loyal  States  of  the  republic.  The  Emperor  of  France  is  extensively 
regarded  in  European  circles  as  an  arbitrator  among  nations;  but  we 
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are  not  aware  that  he  has  ever  affected*  so  important  and  hazardous  a 
trust.  We  do  him  no  such  injustice  as  to  suppose  him  hostile  to  the 
United  States,  or  disposed  to  do  them  a  wrong.  However  the  case  may 
prove  in  this  respect,  we  do  no  such  injury  to  our  cause,  and  no  such 
violence  to  our  national  self-respect,  as  to  apprehend  that  the  Union  is  to 
be  endangered  by  any  foreign  war  that  shall  come  upon  us  unprovoked 
and  without  excuse. 

However  public  opinion,  either  here  or  in  foreign  countries,  may  veer 
with  the  varying  chances  of  war,  it  must  be  understood  by  all  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  abroad  that  the  President  indulges  no 
apprehensions  of  a  failure  of  the  people  in  their  determined  purpose  of 
maintaining  the  federal  Union. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£rc.,  djc,  &c. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  208.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

FariSj  October  14, 1862. 

Sib:  Your  circular,  dated  September  22, 1862,  and  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  of  the  same  date,  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
were  received  at  the  legation  on  the  7th  instant. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  these  papers  are  of  great  interest.  They 
have  already  been,  or  soon  will  be,  published  throughout  the  civilized 
world,  and,  wherever  published  or  known,  will  at  once  fix  the  attention 
of  mankind. 

You  may  look  immediately  for  the  most  mischievous  efforts  from  por- 
tions of  the  foreign  press  to  pervert  and  misconstrue  the  motives  which 
have  prompted  the  proclamation,  and  the  probable  consequences  which 
will  follow  it.  You  must  not  be  surprised  if  another  spasmodic  efifort 
for  intervention  is  made,  based,  upon  the  assumed  ground  of  human- 
ity, but  upon  the  real  ground  that  emancipation  may  seriously  injure  the 
cause  of  the  South,  and  will  interfere,  for  years  to  come,  at  least,  with 
the  production  of  cotton. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  motive  which  prompts  emancipation,  or  the 
immediate  consequences  which  may  follow  it,  the  act  will  remain,  and 
this  cannot  fail,  in  the  end,  to^' commend  itself  to  the  enlightened  con- 
science of  the  Christian  world.  « 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adains. 

[Extract] 

No.  372.J  Depabthekt  op  State, 

Washington^  October  18, 1862. 

Sib:  ♦  •  ♦  •  ♦  ♦ 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  manifest  symptoms  of  not  only  exhaus- 
tion but  of  reaction  in  the  insurrectionary  region.    The  language  of  defl' 
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auce  there  is  hashed,  while  a  de&ire  for  peace  is  very  freely  and  gener- 
ally expressed.  It  is  manifest,  from  the  tone  of  insurgent  organs,  that 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  is  filling  the  insurrectionary  region 
with  serious  apprehensions,  and  this  circumstance  suf&ciently  indicates 
a  failure  of  expectation  of  repelling  the  national  arms  from  the  home 
and  haunts  of  African  slavery.  If  we  correctly  understand  the  affairs 
of  the  insurgents,  their  last  available  forces  are  already  in  the  field,  and 
are  very  inferior  to  the  Union  armies  in  numbers  and  efiiciency,  while 
their  leaders  have  not  yet  done,  and  are  not  able  to  do,  anything  to 
establish  a  system  of  revenue  that  could  enable  them  to  maintain  the 
struggle  in  which  they  have  already  lavished  so  much  of  their  wealth 
and  strength.  It  would  seem  to  result  from  this  \iew  that  the  crisis  of 
the  insurrection  has^come,  and  that  its  last  hopes  are  staked  upon  for- 
eign intervention. 

Upon  that  point  nothing  has  been  left  unsaid  by  this  government.  If 
there  have  been  intimations  from  abroad  of  the  possibility  of  such  a 
course,  they  have  been  met  with  the  reply  that  this  nation  will  not  con- 
sent to  be  divided,  nor  to  recognize  relations  of  friendship  with  any 
power  that  shall  lend  its  aid  to  such  a  dangerous  purpose.  To  this  deter- 
mination the  President  adheres.  He  feels  confident  that  he  is  right  in 
believing  that  even  foreign  intervention  could  not  now  endanger  the 
Union  that  he  is  sworn  to  maintain  and  preserve. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Adahs,  Esq.,  c&c,  djc.y  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Fo.  376.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  21, 1862. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  an  instruc- 
tion of  yesterday,  (No.  237,)  addressed  to  Mr.  Dayton,  in  relation  to 
alleged  purposes  of  Great  Britain  and  Prance  to  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  this  government.  You  may 
make  any  use  of  this  dispatch  which  you  may  deem  advisable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

,   WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  237.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  20, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  2d  of  October  (No.  202)  has  been  laid 
before  the  President.  It  is  desirable  that  tne  views  I  am  now  to 
express  should  be  understood  as  official,  and  that,  with<such  reserve  as 
your  discretion  may  deem  proper,  they  may  be  made  known  to  the 
French  government.  For  this  reason  I  do  not  draw  under  review  the 
unofficial  conversation  with  Mr.  Thouvenel  which  you  have  related,  but 
I  base  these  intimations  upon  information  of  a  general  character  which 
has  reached  this  department. 
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The  effect  of  tliis  information  is  that  Great  Britain  and  France  are 
seriously  considering  the  question  of  recognizing  the  insurgents  of  this 
country  as  a  sovereign  State.  Of  course,  the  grounds  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding must  involve  a  conclusion  that  the  insurgents  have  shown  their 
ability  to  maintain  a  national  independence.  We  now  know,  although 
it  w^as  for  a  time  studiously  concealed  from  this  government  and  the 
American  people,  that  so  early  as  the  reverses  which  befell  our  army  in 
front  of  Bichmond,  the  insurgent  leaders  projected  and  began  to  pre- 
pare a  campaign  with  the  very  comprehensive  purpose  of  invading  the 
loyal  free  States  by  armies  which  should  occupy  and  permanently  estab- 
lish themselves  in  the  loyal  border  States  of  Maryland,  Kentucky,  and 
Missouri.  In  this  way  Philadelphia  and  New  York  were  to  be  men- 
aced, while  Baltimore  and  New  Orleans  were  to  be  captured,  and  this 
capital  was  to  be  reduced  to  capitulation.  We  know  also  that  the 
project  of  this  campaign  was  confidentially  communicated  to  parties  in 
Europe  who  sympathized  with  the  insurrection,  and  who  became  active 
in  furnishing  aid,  arms,  and  supplies  for  its  execution.  We  know  further, 
that  from  a  natural  impulsiveness,  if  not  irom  deep  design,  the  emis- 
saries 6f  the  insurgents  excited  very  sanguine  expectations  of  the  suc- 
sess  of  their  proposed  campaign  in  the  x>rincipal  European  cabinets. 
We  have  learned  further  that,  besides  enlisting  under  the  influence  of 
that  excitement  many  persons  of  assumed  importance  as  advocates  of 
a  recognition  of  the  insurgents,  a  great  pecuniary  si)eculation  in  cotton 
was  opened  to  others  who  might  be  moved  by  mercenary  inducements 
to  lend  their  aid  to  the  same  conspiracy  against  the  United  States. 
Chimerical  as  this  scheme  seemed  to  calm  observers  here  while  it  was 
being  developed  through  the  maneuvers  of  the  insurgents,  it  neverthe- 
less borrowed  a  certain  measure  of  probability  of  success  from  the  sur- 
prise it  excited,  from  inaugural  military  advantages  gained  in  the  region 
of  Manassas,  and  from  a  seeming,  though  unreal,  dilatoriness  of  the 
loyal  States  in  sending  forward  the  new  levies  for  which  the  President 
had  called.  The  apparent  depression  thus  manifested  here  of  course 
was  observed  in  Europe,  and  doubtless  it  went  far  to  fortify  the  sanguine 
expectations  of  the  success  of  the  anticipated  campaign  which  prevailed 
there.  Those  expectations'  reached  such  a  height  that  all  Europe  was 
seen  actually  looking  for  nothing  less  than  the  surrender  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  dissolution  of  the*  Union,  when  il  received,  through  the 
telegraph,  the  very  different  intelligence  of  the  defeats  of  the  insurgents 
at  ^uth  Mountain  and  Antietam.  In  view  of  these  facts,  this  govern- 
ment was  not  at  all  surprised  when  it  heard,  througl^  the  dispatche>a  of 
its  representatives  in  the  European  capitals  throughout  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  that  confident  expectations  were  prevailing 
there  of  an  early  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  insurgents,  and 
that  European  statesmen,  assuming  that  recognition  to  be  imminent, 
were  benevolently  engaged  in  considering  what  substitute  they  could 
propose  to  the  United  States  for  the  loss  of  their  venerated  and  inval- 
uable federal  Union.  It  does,  however,  surprise  the  President  that  the 
expectations  of  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  are  still  lingering  in 
European  capitals,  in  view  of  the  disappointment  and  failure  of  the 
campaign,  which  by  its  success  was  to  prepare  them  for  that  hostile 
measure. 

WaiWng  the  temptation  to  bring  military  events  singly  into  a  tedious 
review,  it  wiU  be  suf&cient  on  this  occasion  to  say  that  the  military  and 
political  situations  in  this  country  are  in  perfect  contrast  with  the  imag- 
inary ones  which  were  expected  to  win  the  advantages  of  European 
intervention.    Instead  of  being  in  possession  of,  or  threatening  Phila- 
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delphia  and  New  Tork,and  occupying  Gincinnati,  Louisville,  New 
Orleans,  Baltimore,  and  Washington,  the  invading  armies  of  the  insur- 
gents in  the  East,  in  the  West,  and  in  the  South,  are  in  retreat  before  the 
national  forces,  and  as  rapidly  as  possible  evacuating  all  the  loyal  bor- 
der States.  On  the  first  of  July  last  the  government  had  retained  from 
the  first  the  entire  occupation  of  all  those  portions  of  the  Union  which 
had  not  been  in  the  beginning  betrayed  into  the  sedession  movement; 
and  it  had  also  regained  so  many  of  the  forts,  rivers,  and  positions,  which 
were  thus  at  first  betrayed,  that,  by  the  general  consent  of  all  observ- 
ers, the  revolt  was  deemed  as  practicsdly  suppressed.  The  projected 
insurgent  campaign  has  been  put  into  a  train  of  military  execution, 
and  tdthough  that  train  is  perhaps  not  yet  ended,  enough  has  occurred 
to  prove  the  entire  failure  of  all  its  objects.  Not  one  important  strategic 
point  which  the  government  held  in  July  last  has  been  lost.  It  is  still 
in  possession  or  in  control  now,  as  it  was  then,  of  the  coasts,  the  rivers, 
the  lakes,  the  marts,  and  the  forts  of  the  country,  and,  except  by  luck 
and  adventure,  no  enemy  of  the  United  States  can  leave  the  country, 
and  no  ally  of  the  insurgents  can  enter  it.  Such  is  the  military  situa- 
tion now. 

What  are  the  prospects  of  the  insurgents  t  Their  credit  and  resources 
are  practically  exhausted.  With  a  floating  debt  of  four  hundred  millions, 
represented  by  paper  which  is  at  a  discount  of  seventy-five  per  cent., 
they  have  neither  received,  nor  have  they  the  means  of  raising,  a  reve- 
nue equal  to  ten  millions,  in  any  form,  applicable  either  to  the  defraying 
of  present  expenses  or  the  payment  of  interest  on  existing  or  future  obli- 
gations. Their  armies  were  raised  by  conscription,  which  left  them  no 
reserves.  Those  armies^  wasted  like  our  own,  by  the  casualties  of  war, 
are  reduced  to  a  condition  of  ineffectiveness,  and  cannot  be  renewed. 
Want  and  distress,  hitherto  unknown  within  the  political  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  are  already  disclosing  themselves  in  fearfiil  forms 
throughout  the  entire  region  occupied  by  the  insurgents.  Industry  has 
ceased^  and  thrift  is  lost.  Do  the  leaders  even  propose  a  new  campaign 
to  retrieve  the  failure  of  the  one  that  is  approaching  its  end  t  No ;  they 
are  looking  out  for  winter  quarters,  and  are  calculating  on  the  ch^ces 
that  foreign  intervention  may  secure  for  them  a  peace  which  they  are  as 
yet  unwilling  to  ask,  although  unable  to  conquer. 

What,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  condition  of  the  government  and  .the 
loyal  people,  whose  cause  it  is  defendingf  It  has  a  revenue  available 
in  the  precious  metals  of  more  than  a  hundred  millions  applicable  to 
present  expenses,  and  the  interest  on  a  national  debt  of  five  hundred 
millions.  It  is  as  punctual  in  all  its  payments  and  as  solvent  as  any 
government  now  existing  or  that  ever  has  existed.  Its  second  army, 
just  now  entering  the  field,  is  larger  than  the  first ;  and  it  has  a  third 
and  even  a  fourth  army,  as  large  as  the  present  one,  in  reserve,  if  there 
shall,  unhappily,  be  occasion  for  it.  The  marine  force  which  has  hitherto 
been  employed  with  so  much  effect  was  not  even  a  miniature  or  a  model 
of  the  navy  which  is  now  going  forth  from  its  navy  yards.  Our  mines 
are  yielding  gold  more  rapidly  tiian  foreign  trade  can  withdraw  it  from 
us;  and  after  supplying  our  own  population,  including  our  armies,  with 
bread,  we  are  shipping  a  surplus  which  silences  the  alarms  of  famine  in 
Europe.  Is  the  national  mind  unsteady  or  its  tone  unsound  t  Let  its  alac- 
rity in  sending  thenew  levies  of  six  hundred  thousand  strong  into  the  field 
in  a  period  of  two  months  answer  this  question.  The  people  do,  indeed, 
desire  peace  and  repose,  as  they  have  all  along  have  desired  these  objects; 
but  the  first  voice  has  yet  to  be  raised  in  demand  for  peace  at  such  a  e4>st 
as  a  loss  of  the  Union,  or  even  of  an  acre  of  the  broad  foundation  that 
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it  covers.  Since  the  European  ideas  of  the  failure  of  Ihe  government 
were  formed  anew  political  event  has  occurred,  which  has  t^  much  sig- 
nificance  to  be  overlooked.  The  President,  practically  with  the  consent 
of  the  American  people,  has  given  notice  to  the  insurrectionary  slave 
States  that  if  they  refuse  after  the  first  day  of  January  next  to  resume 
their  constitutional  relation  to  their  sister  States,  and  persevere  in  this 
desolating  war,  slavery  shall,  from  and  after  that  day,  cease  within  their 
borders ;  and  national  armies  and  navies  are  now  going  forward  to  make 
that  announcement,  if  it  shall  become  necessary,  a  fact.  Itmay  be  true, 
as  European  statesmen  so  constantly  insist,  that  the  slave  masters 
inhabiting  the  region  in  insurrection  will  not  submit.  Human  nature, 
on  the  other  hand,  will  teach  those  statesmen  that,  though  the  masters 
may  persist  in  refusing  the  Union,  the  slaves  will  not  reject  their  ofTered 
freedom.  If  one  needs  aid  to  find  out  how  this  new  but  necessary  ope- 
ration of  the  war  will  work,  he  has  only  to  look  at  the  map  of  the  insur- 
rectionary region,  and  see  that  that  part  of  the  Mississippi  which  it  em- 
braces is  inhabited  by  a  population  of  whom  an  average  of  twenty  per 
centum  are  white  men  aad  all  the  rest  are  A&ican  Saves.  Without 
design  on  the  part  of  tiie  government,  against  its  most  benevolent  efforts, 
the  slave  masters  of  the  insurrectionary  States  have  brought  their  sys- 
tem of  African  slavery  directly  into  confiict  with  the  government  in  its 
struggle  to  maintain  and  preserve  the  American  Union.  They  have  done 
this  under  the  influence  of  a  reckless  and  desperate  ambition.  If  they 
persist,  after  the  reasonable  and  ample  warning  they  have  received,  they 
must  lose  the  factitious  social  condition  which  has  been  the  sole  spring 
of  their  disloyalty  and  treason.  Are  the  enlightened  and  humane 
nations  Great  Britain  and  France  to  throw  their  protection  over  the 
insurgents  now  t  Are  they  to  enter,  directly  or  indirectly,  into  this  con- 
flict, which,  besides  being  exclusively  one  belonging  to  a  Mendly  people 
of  a  distant  continent,  has  also,  by  force  of  circumstances,  become  a  war 
between  freedom  and  human  bondage  f  Will  they  interfere  to  strike 
down  the  arm  that  so  reluctantly  but  so  effectually  is  raised  at  last  to 
break  the  fetters  of  the  slave,  and  seek  to  rivet  anew  the  chains  which 
he  has  sundered  f  Has  this  purpose,  strange  and  untried,  entered  into 
the  counsels  of  those  who  are  said  to  have  concluded  that  it  is  their 
duty  to  recognize  the  insurgents  f  If  so,  have  they  considered,  further, 
that  recognition  must  fail  without  intervention ;  that  intervention  will 
be  ineffectual  unless  attended  by  permanent  and  persisting  armies,  and 
that  they  are  committing  themselves  to  maintain  slaveiy  in  that  manner 
among  a  people  where  slaves  and  masters  alike  agree  in  the  resolution 
that  it  shall  no  longer  exist!  Is  this  to  be  the  climax  of  the  world's 
progress  in  the  nineteenth  century  t 

The  European  impulses  favorable  to  recognition  of  the  insurgents  are 
due  chiefly  to  the  earnestness  with  which  they  have  announced  their 
resolution  to  separate.  In  this  respect  they  can  surpass  us.  We,  the 
loyal  people  of  this  Union,  are  lelss  demonstrative.  We  are  necessarily 
so.  Time  works  against  tne  insurgents  and  in  our  favor.  Reason  and 
conscience  are  on  our  side  ^  passion  alone  on  theirs.  We  have  institu- 
tions to  preserve,  and  responsibilities  world-wide  and  affecting  future 
ages  to  discharge;  they  have  none.  They  are  at  liberty  to  destroy,  and 
trust  to  future  chances  to  rebuild ;  we  must  save  our  institutions,  not 
only  for  ourselves,  but  even  for  them.  I  trust  however,  that,  even  if  the 
early  operations  of  the  government  left  room  for  any  misat>prehension 
on  the  subject,  the  decision  and  the  energies  which  this  government  and 
the  loyal  people  have  put  forth  within  the  last  three  months  will  satisfy 
Europe  that  we  are  not  only  a  considerate  but  a  practical  and  persever- 
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ing  people.  It  is  time  that  we  shoald  be  understood  there.  In  one 
sense — a  generous  one — it  is  true^  as  Earl  Bussell  has  said,  we  are  fight- 
ing for  empire.  But  the  empire  is  not  only  our  own  already,  but  it  was 
lawfully  acquired,  and  is  'lawfully  held.  Extensive  as  it  is,  it  is  none  the 
less  in  every  part  our  own.  We  defend  it,  and  we  love  it  with  all  the 
affection  with  which  patriotism  in  every  land  inspires  the  human  heart. 
It  ha^  the  best  of  institutions — ^institutions,  the  excellence  of  which  is 
generously  and  even  gratefully  conceded  by  all  men,  while  they  are 
endeared  ix)  ourselves  by  all  na^onal  recollections,  and  by  all  the  hopes 
and  desires  we  so  naturally  cherish  for  a  great  and  glorious  future. 
Studying  to  confine  this  unhappy  struggle  within  our  own  borders,  we 
have  not  only  invoked  no  foreign  aid  or  sympathy,  but  we  have  warned 
foreign  nations  firankly  and  have  besought  them  not  to  interfere.  We 
have  practiced  justice  towards  them  in  everyway,  and  conciliation  in  an 
unusual  degree.  But  we  are  none  the  less  determined  for  all  that  to  be 
sovereign  and  to  be  free.  We  indulge  in  no  menaces  and  no  defiances. 
We  abide  patiently  and  with  composure  the  course  of  events  and  the 
action  of  the  nations,  whose  forbearance  we  have  invoked  scarcely  less 
for  their  sakes  than  for  our  own.  We  have  not  been  misled  by  any  of 
the  semblances  of  impartiality  or  of  neutrality  which  unfiiendly  pro* 
ceedings  towards  us  in  a  perilous  strife  have  put  on.  When  any  govern- 
ment shall  incline  to  a  new  and  more  unfHendly  attitude,  we  shall  then 
revise  with  care  our  existing  relations  towards  that  power,  and  shall  act 
in  the  emergency  as  becomes  a  i)eople  who  have  never  yet  faltered  in 
their  duty  to  themselves  while  tiiey  were  endeavoring  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  human  race. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfcc.,  <feo.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

££xtract.] 

No.  248.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landany  October  24, 1862. 

Sir  :  Following  up  the  plan  suggested  in  my  dispatch  No.  243, 1  asked 
an  interview  with  Lord  BusseU.  He  gave  it  to  me  yesterday*  The  cabinet 
meeting  appointed  for  that  time  had  been  postponed  until  to-day,  which 
will  yet  be  in  season  for  the  departure  of  Lord  Lyons,  who  goes  in  the 
Scotia  to-morrow.  My  surmise  as  to  the  connection  between  the  two 
events  proved  correct. 

I  then  turned  in  a  half  serious  way  to  the  departure  of  Lord  Lyons, 
and  expressed  a  hope  that  he  w£^  about  to  go  with  a  prospect  of  remain- 
ing for  some  length  of  time.  For  myself  I  was  obliged  to  confess  that 
I  had  lately  been  called  somewhat  suddenly  to  the  consideration  of  the 
condition  of  my  traveling  equipage,  in  certain  possible  contingencies, 
which  at  one  moment  seemed  to  approach  more  nearly  than  I  Uked.  ,If 
I  had  trusted  to  the  impressions  generally  prevailing  here,  directly  after 
the  delivery  of  a  certain  speech,  my  conclusions  as  to  my  departure  would 
have  been  absolute.  But  I  preferred  to  wait  until  later  developments 
like  those  which  had  since  taken  place  should  give  a  more  definite  ideaof 
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the  extent  of  the  authority  to  which  it  was  entitled.    The  speech  of  Sir 
George  Lewis  had  done  much  to  set  the  balance  once  more  even. 

His  lordship  took  my  allusion  at  once,  though  not  without  a  slight 
indication  of  embarrassment.  He  said  that  Mr.  Gladstone  had  evidently 
been  much  misunderstood.  I  must  have  seen  in  the  newspapers  the 
letters  which  contained  his  later  explanations.  That  he  had  certain 
opinions  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  struggle  in  America,  as  on  all 
public  questions,  just  a44  other  Englishmen  had,  was  natural  enough.* 
And  it  was  the  fashion  here  for  public  men  to  express  such  as  they  held 
in  their  public  addresses.  Of  course  it  was  not  for  him  to  disavow  any- 
thing on  the  part  of  Mr.  Gladstone ;  but  he  had  no  idea  that  in  saying 
what  he  had  there  was  a  serious  intention  to  justify  any  of  the 
inferences  that  had  been  drawn  from  it,  of  a  disposition  in  the  govern- 
ment now  to  adopt  a  new  policy. 

I  replied  that  I  did  not  expect  a  disavowal  nor  even  did  I  seek  to 
impute  to  Mr.  Gladstonean  intention  of  the  kind  referred  to.  At  the  same 
time,  I  could  not  sufficiently  express  my  great  regret  at  the  occurrence 
on  account  of  the  ill  eifects  it  was  likely  to  have  upon  the  relations  of 
the  two  countries.  On  the  one  side,  it  would  be  reprinted  in  every  new^s- 
paper  in  America,  and  construed  as  an  official  exposition  of  the  policy 
of  the  government ;  and  in  this  view  it  was  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to 
say  how  much  it  would  tend  to  increase  the  irritation  already  very  great 
there.  On  the  other,  it  was  having  a  great  effect  in  concentrating  the 
popular  inclination  in  this  kingdom  \vhich  was  swaying  every  day  more 
and  more  unfavorably  to  us.  I  regretted  to  be  obliged  to  confess  that 
from  the  day  of  my  arrival  I  had  observed  a  regular  and  steady  decline 
of  good  will  towards  the  United  States.  Lord  Lyons  had  been  to  see 
me  in  the  morning.  Whilst  we  had  united  in  deploring  the  respective 
tendencies  on  the  two  sides,  we  had  also  joined  in  expressing  our  inten- 
tion to  continue  our  utmost  efforts  to  counteract  them.  But,  for  my 
part,  I  was  much  less  sanguine  of  success  when  I  perceived  the  influences 
brought  to  bear  upon  opinion  here  by  leading  men. 

Lord  Russell  admitted  that  opinions  were  much  divided  and  that 
there  had  been  an  unfavorable  change  to  us  going  on.  But  he  still 
thought  that  in  most  x>opular  meetings  the  greater  number  would  sym- 
pathize with  the  United  States. 

To  which  I  replied  that^  admitting  it  might  be  so  now,  this  slight  pre- 
ponderance would  soon  disappear  under  the  effect  of  two  or  three  more 
speeches  like  that  of  Mr.  Gladstone.  Whilst  I  was  willing  to  acquit  him 
of  any  deliberate  intention  to  bring  on  the  worst  effects,  I  could  not 
conceal  from  myself  the  fetct  that  he  was  doing  it  quite  as  certainly  as 
if  he  had  one. 

His  lordship  intimated  as  guardedly  as  possible  that  Lord  Palmers- 
ton  and  other  members  of  the  government  regretted  the  speech,  and 
Mr.  Gladstone  himself  was  not  disinclined  to  correct,  so  far  as  he  could, 
the  misinterpretation  which  had  been  made  of  it.  It  was  still  their 
intention  to  adhere  to  the  rule  of  perfect  neutrality  in  the  struggle,  and 
to  let  it  come  to  its  natural  end  without  the  sn^allest  interference,  direct 
or  otherwise.  But  he  could  not  say  what  circumstances  might  happen 
from  month  to  month  in  the  future.  I  observed  that  the  policy  he 
mentioned  was  satisfactory  to  us,  and  asked  if  I  was  to  understand  him 
as  saying  that  no  change  of  it  was  now  proposed.  To  which  he  gave 
his  assent. 

I  remarked  that  this  answer  left  me  nothing  more  to  trouble  him  with, 
and  then  took  my  leave. 

I  ought  to  observe  that  before  my  interview  I  met  with  Baron  Brun- 
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novTj  the  Bassian  ambassador,  in  the  ante-chamber,  and  he  took  me 
aside  on  his  return  from  his  conference  to  express  his  firm  belief  that 
the  government  here  intended  faithfully  to  adhere  to  their  policy.  He 
reminded  me  of  a  former  meeting  of  the  same  kind,  when  I  appeared  to 
doubt,,  and  he  had  said  the  same  thing.  So  far,  he  had  proved  to  be 
right.  I  admitted  the  fact,  but  added  that  at  some  future  time  I  might 
I)erhaps,  be  able  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  evidence  which  had 
then  affected  my  judgment.    I  could  not  do  it  just  now. 

The  public  speeches  of  members  of  Parliament  to  their  constituents 
appear  in  the  papers  almost  every  day.  I  think  they  are  much  more 
guarded  than  they  were  just  after  Mr.  Gladstone's.  The  general  opinion 
now  is  that  he  was  very  indiscreet. .  But  I  see  no  change  in  the  current. 
Indeed,  nothing  short  of  a  very  decisive  victory  in  Virginia  will  avail 
to  check  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FBANCIS  ADAMa 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  250.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  October  28, 1862. 

Sib  :  There  is  so  decided  an  official  tone  in  the  leader  in  the  Globe  of 
SatuMay  last  that  I  deem  it  advisable  to  put  you  in  possession  of  it  out 
of  the  ordinary  course.  The  cabinet  meeting  which  was  called  for 
Thursday  did  not  take  place ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  policy 
marked  out  in  this  publication  must  have  been  informally  agreed  upon 
for  the  guidance  of  Lord  Lyons  on  his  departure  the  same  day.  Doubt- 
less his  lordship  will  have  himself  enlightened  you  before  this  arrives. 
•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHABLES  FBANGIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  London  DaUy  Qlobe  of  October  2&.] 

Lord  Lyons  leaves  England  to-day  to  resume  his  post  as  the  represent- 
ative of  her  Msy  esty  at  Washington.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  ability 
and  discretion  by  which  his  tenure  of  that  office  has  been  hitherto  marked 
will  continue  to  stand  the  country  in  good  stead,  and  that  our  inter- 
course with  the  President's  government  will  remain  as  peaceful  and  un- 
interrupted as  the  best  friends  of  England  and  America  could  wish.  At 
a  moment  of  great  delicacy  and  difficulty  Lord  Lyons  comported  him- 
self to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  his  government  and  the  public,  and 
should  he  have  any  similarly  grave  tasK  before  him  he  will  doubtless 
fblfiUit  with  equal  success*.  But  the  principal  reiason  for  our  confidence 
in  anticipating  smoothness  in  our  transatlantic  relations  is  basc^  upon 
the  great  improbability  of  any  cause  of  political  differences  arising  be- 
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tween  the  government  at  Washington  and  our  own.  We  hear,  indeed, 
of  something  like  an  inadmissible  coarse  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
Oommodore  Wilkes  in  the  Bahamas.  As  yet  oar  information  is  imper- 
fect, and  we  are  anable  positively  to  say  how  far  that  officer  may  have 
been  trying  to  lay  the  foandation  of  a  new  chapter  on  international  law, 
based  on  his  own  abnormal  views,  or  whether  he  is  merely  exercising 
those  rights  in  a  somewhat  vexations  manner,  which  are  liberally  ac- 
corded to  belligerents  by  the  usages  of  nations.  Bat  we  feel  sure  that 
if  Commodore  Wilkes  transgresses  the  fair  bounds  of  warfare,  his  gov- 
ernment will  not  sanction  his  acts,  and  as  they  repudiated  him  before, 
so,  if  there  be  occasion,  they  will  repudiate  him  again.  We  have  the 
fullest  confidence  that  President  Lincoln's  government  will  not  act  in  a 
manner  to  impose  any  unpleasant  duty  upon  our  representative  at  their 
capital. 

On  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  ministers  we  may  feel  equally  confident 
that  no  course  will  be  pursued  calculated  to  give  any  just  cause  of 
offense  to  the  still  great  state  beyond  the  Atlantic.    Up  to  this  our  jwlicy 
as  regards  the  northern  States  has  been  clear,  wise,  and  unselfish,  and 
it  will  continue  so.     If  impressions  have  arisen  that  any  immediate 
diange  in  our  position  as  regards  the  belligerents  was  about  to  take 
place,  and  that  Lord  Lyons  was  to  carry  off  in  his  pocket  instructions 
Ukely  to  lead  to  a  crisis  on  his  landing,  they  havie  only  originated  in  a 
kind  of  superabundant  mental  agility  on  the  part  df  some  of  the  public 
who  have  turned  a  fixed  plank  into  a  springboard,  and  have  jumped 
from  a  minister's  plain  narration  of  a  fact  scarcely  to  be  denied,  to  an 
extravagant  and  unjustifiable  hypothesis.     Many,  no  doubt,  believed 
that  the  meeting  of  the  cabinet  appointed  for  last  Thursday  would  result 
in  the  recognition  of  the  southern  confederacy,  and  those  who  somewhat 
inconsiderately  press  such  an  important  step  at  the  present  moment 
upon  the  government  have  precedents  cut  and  dried  for  our  taking  such 
a  course.     There  is  scarcely  a  single  diplomatic  step  for  which  a  i)rece- 
dent  cannot  be  unearthed  on  both  sides ;  and  if  the  government  were 
merely  to  follow  precedent  in  a  case  of  such  extreme  gravity,  they  would 
be  miserable  doctrinaires^  instead  of  statesmen  fit  S)  judge  of  a  great 
question  upon  its  merits  and  its  practical  bearings  on  the  vast  interests 
involved.     Pedants  and  enthusiasts   may  not  look  at  consequences ; 
but  those  who  undertake  to  guide  the  councils  of  a  great  country  must 
well  weigh  the  advantages,  and  not  only  the  probable  but  even  the  pos- 
sible effects  of  what  they  recommend.     Even  those  who  are  most  eager 
for  the  recognition  of  the  southern  States  as  a  member  of  the  family  of 
nations,  even  those  who  form  the  most  sanguine  estimate  of  its  effects 
upon  our  own  material  interests,  must  admit  that  its  accomplishment  will 
precipitate  upon  us  a  future  of  great  gravity,  which  it  would  be  almost 
criminal  for  us  to  seek  to  hasten  without  the  strongest  reason  and  the 
most  solemn  consideration.     We  do  not  expect  to  find  that  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  have  resolved  on  such  a  course,  or  that  they  have 
adopted  a  policy  the  very  expediency  of  which  is  debatable,  even  if  its 
accomplishment  were  less  difficult.     When  we  speak  of  its  expediency 
we  do  not  use  the  word  in  any  narrow  or  unworthy  sense,  but  as  regards 
the  practical  effect  of  the  step  in  prolonging  or  terminating  the  contest 
by  which  America  is  convulsed  and  Europe  shocked.    We  have  no  doubt 
that  in  the  interests  of  humanity  and  civilization  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  glad  to  take  any  steps  and  assume  any  respon- 
sibility if  there  were  a  prospect  of  their  being  able  to  change  this  vast 
scene  of  fratricide  into  one  of  peace.    But  suggestions,  still  less  interfer- 
ence, should  only  be  offered  where  the  circumstances  render  it  probable 
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that  they  would  be  effectaal.  In  the  present  instance  they  wonld  be  met 
with  difficulties  at  the  very  threshold,  and  might  defeat  their  own  object. 
While  we  all  deplore  the  continuance  of  this  struggle— while  we  would 
all  make  sacrifices  to  bring  it  to  a  termination — ^we  must  not  forget  the 
dictates  of  wisdom  and  avoid  interference,  at  least  until  we  have  good 
reason  to  think  it  will  not  be  useless  or  mischievous. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  387.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  4, 1862. 

Sm :  Tour  dispatches  by  the  Arabia  are  received,  but  there  is  not  time 
for  special  notice' of  them  before  the  closing  of  the  mail. 

All  our  land  and  naval  operations  are  going  on  with  vigor.  Those  who 
in  Europe  have  supposed  that  this  government  is  either  idle  or  ineffect- 
ive will  be  undeceived  in  time,  I  trust,  to  abate  their  desires  for  measures 
which  would  bring  the  two  continents  into  collision  upon  a  question 
which  belongs  chiefly  to  America,  but  on  which  both  continents  ought 
to  be  agreed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.j  &o.^  &o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Fo.  389.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  November  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  October  17  has  been  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent. It  is  not  pleasant  to  a  loyal  American  to  see  a  European  cabinet 
discussing  before  a  European  people  the  question  whether  they  will  con- 
tinue to  recognize  the  existence  of  this  republic.  But  this  is  a  part  of 
the  painful  experience  of  the  evil  times  upon  which  we  have  fallen. 
While  treason  goes  abroac^from  among  ourselves  to  invite  foreign  nations 
to  intervene,  we  have  no  right  to  expect  those  nations  to  judge  us  can- 
didly, much  less  to  judge  us  kindly  or  wisely.  It  would  be,  above  all 
things,  unreasonable  to  expect  such  charitable  judgments  from  political 
parties  in  foreign  countries,  intent  only  on  the  objects  of  their  own  ambi- 
tion. Fortunately  we  have  the  right  to  be  free,  independent,  and  at 
peace,  whether  European  political  parties  wish  us  to  be  so  or  not.  I 
think,  also,  we  have  the  power  to  be  so.  -While  European  parties, 
according  to  your  representation,  are  even  more  hostile  to  our  country 
now  than  ever  before,  it  is,  on  the  other  hand,  a  source  of  much  satisfac- 
tion to  know  that  this  same  country  of  ours  not  only  is  but  also  feels 
itself  to  be  stronger  and  in  better  condition  and  position  to  encounter 
dangers  of  foreign  intervention  than  it  has  been  at  any  former  period; 
and  that  if  any  additional  motive  were  necessary  to  sustain  its  resolu- 
tion to  remain  united,  independent,  and  sovereign,  that  motive  would  be 
found  in  the  intervention  by  a  foreign  state  in  the  great  and  painful 
domestic  transactions  in  which  it  is  engaged. 

The  wheel  of  political  fortune  makes  rapid  revolutions.  It  is  less  than 
three  years  since  all  Great  Britain  manifested  itself  desirous  of  the  Mend- 
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ship  of  the  United  States.  A  similar  desire  may,  before  the  lapse  of  a 
long  period,  occur  again.  Neither  politicians  nor  statesmen  control 
events.  They  can  moderate  them  and  accommodate  their  ambitions  to 
them,  but  they  can  do  no  more. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Ghableb  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  c0o.,  c0c.,  <0o. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  220.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris^  November  6, 1862. 

Sib  :  The  receipt  of  your  circular  No.  25  and  of  dispatch  No.  237  are 
hereby  acknowledged. 

I  have  to-day  had  a  conversation  of  some  length  with  M.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  in  reference  to  our  affairs.  I  told  him  that  circumstances  were 
such  as  to  induce  me  to  ask  him  distinctly  whether  any  action  was  in 
contemplation  by  France,  or  by  France  conjointly  with  other  powers,  in 
reference  to  the  condition  of  things  in  our  country.  He  said  no ;  that 
everything  remained  as  it  had  done  for  some  time  past.  That  France, 
in  common  with  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  very»much  regretted  the 
war  and  its  continuance,  but  they  had  no  purpose  to  intervene  or  inter- 
fere in  any  way.  I  then  said  to  him  I  had  seen  it  stated  that  France, 
England,  and  Bussia  were  conferring  upon  the  propriety  of  offering  medi- 
ation. He  said  that  the  wish  that  the  war  could  be  ended,  or  that  some- 
thing could  be  done,  with  the  assent  of  the  belligerent  parties,  had  been 
spoken  of,  and  it  was  yet  spoken  of,  but  nothing  had  been  resolved 
upon.  In  further  conversation  he  said  that  France  reserved  to  herself 
the  right  to  express  this  wish  to  the  parties  if  it  should  be  thought 
advisable  to  do  so,  or  that  good  would  grow  out  of  it.  I  told  him  that 
this  at  once  brought  us  back  to  the  starting  point ;  that  the  expression 
of  such  wish  would  be,  I  presumed,  but  an  offer  of  mediation  in  another 
form.  He  said  no  j  if  there  were  any  word  which  could  express  less  than 
"  mediation,"  that  such  word  should  be  used  in  its  place- 
To  test  the  character  of  this  offer  or  suggestion,  which  he  reserved  to 
himself  the  right  to  piake,  I  said :  Suppose  your  offer  or  suggestion,  if 
made,  shall  be  refused,  what  will  be  the  consequences  f  He  said,  <' No- 
thing:" that  we  would  be  friends,  as  we  had  been  before.  I  told  him  then 
that  I  had  just  seen  it  stated  in  tibie  English  press  that  some  such  offer  of 
mediation  was  to  be  made  by  the  three  powers,  and,  in  the  event  of  our 
refusal  to  accept  it,  the  independence  of  the  South  was  to  be  acknowl- 
edged. He  said  that  was  not  so ;  that  no  such  consequence  would  fol- 
low a  refusal  upon  our  part }  that  things  would  remain  as  before, 
told  him  that  we  should  look  upon  an  acknowledgment  of  the  South  as 
but  a  form  of  intervention.  To  this  he  assented,  and  said  that  they  did 
not  think  of  intruding  into  our  affairs  in  any  way,  or  intervening  in  any 
form  'y  that  their  intent  would  be  comprised  in  the  expression  of  a  wish 
to  be  useful,  if  it  could  be  done  with  the  assent  of  both  parties.  I  told 
him  that  the  Emperor,  at  an  early  day,  had  expressed  such  wish,  and 
that  he  had  been  wiUing  to  act  the  part  of  a  Mend  between  the  two,  if 
they  should  mutually  request  it.  He  said  that  such  was  yet  his  dispo- 
sition, and  nothing  more,  except  that  the  calamities  of  this  civil  war  had 
increased  and  strengthened  the  wish  on  his  part. 
I  may  add  that  I  said  to  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  tmofficiaUyy  however, 
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as  I  told  him,  that  such  an  offer,  if  it  should  even  be  made,  wotdd  come 
to  nothing. 

The  above  was  the  gist  of  the  conversation,  although  other  matters 
were  embraced  in  it  of  which  I  may  write  you  hereafter.    As  a  whole, 
the  conversation  was  very  satisfactory,  and  I  send  it  to  you  at  once. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTOK 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  392.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  10, 1862. 

Sm:  Tour  dispatch  of  October  24  (No.  248)  has  been  received.  It  is 
a  source  of  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  expectations  that  Oi*eat  Britain 
would  speedily  give  her  aid  to  sustain  the  failing  iusurrection  here, 
which  disloyal  citizens  at  home  and  abroad  had  built  upon  the  extra- 
official  speeches  of  the  British  chancellor  of  the  exchequer^  were  unreal 
and  purely  imaginary.  The  President  trusts  that  the  day  is  far  distant, 
»  indeed,  he  hopes  a  May  may  never  come,  when  two  kindred  nations 
shall  consent  to  apply  to  purposes  of  mutual  destruction  energies  which, 
if  combined,  are  capable  of  carrying  forward  to  a  pitch  never  yet  fiilly 
contemplated  the  improvement  in  the  condition  and  character  of  man- 
kind. Such  an  apprehension  could  never  have  entered  the  American 
mind  if  it  had  not  been  schooled  by  the  experiences  of  our  present  un- 
natural civil  war  to  fear  that  popular  but  ephemeral  passion  and  preju- 
dice may  sometimes,  in  any  country,  overmaster  aU  sentiments  of 
national  prudence,  truth,  justice,  and  humanity. 

This  government  does  not  fail  to  see  what  Europe  wants,  and  to  see 
that  it  is  just  what  the  United  States  want,  namely,  a  speedy  and  abso- 
lute conclusion  of  the  war.  Nor  does  the  government  fail  to  see  that  it 
is  demanded  with  equal  impatience  on  both  continents.  It  may  be  pos- 
sible that  greater  activity  and  energy  than  have  been  exhibited  could 
have  been  put  forth  to  secure  that  end.  But  it  is  believed  that  on  a 
calm  and  critical  examination  it  will  appear  that,  considering  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country,  the  very  popular  character,  and  the  very  complex 
republican  form  of  the  Constitution,  the  magnitude  of  the  insurrection, 
the  peculiarity  of  the  moral  and  dynastic  principles  which  are  involved, 
and  the  foreign  influences  which  have  intervened,  the  progress  which 
the  government  has  made  in  suppressing  the  insurrection  is  an  achieve- 
ment which  has  never  been  surpassed. 

At  the  present  we  are  apprehending  no  insurmountable  obstacles  to 
complete  success.  Our  army  in  Virginia,  as  you  will  learn  from  the 
newspapers,  is  already  approaching  the  Eapidan,  without  having  encoun- 
tered serious  opposition.  General  Grant  is  advancing  into  the  heart  of 
Mississippi.  General  Rosecrans  is  moving  forward  in  Tennessee.  Expe- 
ditions by  land  and  water,  greater  in  force  than  any  preceding  one,  will 
soon  be  on  their  way  to  the  southern  coast. 

The  conviction  which  I  have  so  confidently  expressed  to  you  during 
the  last  six  weeks,  that  the  insurrection  is  becoming  exhausted,  and 
which  event  seemed  so  strange  at  the  time  and  under  the  circumstances 
when  it  was  expressed,  is  now  becoming  generally  accepted,  and  I  see 
with  pleasure  that  it  begins  to  find  favor  in  England.    You  did  not  exag- 
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gerate,  in  your  conversation  with  Earl  Bussell,  the  iignrions  inflaences 
here  of  the  speech  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  Indeed,  no  one 
can  even  fully  appreciate  the  importance  which  nations,  when  excited, 
attach  to  the  conventional  utterances  of  persons  in  authority.  When  it 
is  remembered  that  a  year  ago  the  public  mind  in  Great  Britain,  and 
even  that  of  her  Majesty's  gove^ment,  was  affected  by  the  representa- 
tion of  alleged  speeches  and  conversations  of  my  own,  delivered  before  my 
coming  into  my  present  position,  it  seems  strange  that  a  British  minister 
should  be  willing  to  speak  extra-of^cially  and  without  a  government  pur- 
pose, upon  an  American  question  in  a  sense  which  might  be  interpreted 
as  one  of  intervention,  if  not  of  menace.  It  was  to  prevent  all  such  un- 
fortunate proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the  United 
States  that  the  new  restraints  upon  our  ministers  and  consuls,  of  which 
you  have  already  been  advised,  were  imposed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£e.,  <j^c.,  d-c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

m 

[Extracts.] 

No.  269.]  Legation  of  the  TTniteb  States, 

London^  November  13, 1862. 

Sir:  ♦♦♦♦♦• 

It  now  appears  that  the  Emperor  of  France  has  taken  a  positive  step. 
The  letter  of  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  the  two  powers  of  Eussia  and  Eng- 
land appears  in  the  newspapers.  Mr.  Dayton  will,  doubtless,  give  you 
by  this  steamer  a  fiill  report  of  the  communication  that  has  oeen  made 
to  him  by  that  minister,  a  brief  abstract  of  which  he  has  sent  to  me.  It 
remains  to  be  seen  what  fate  it  will  meet  from  tiie  parties  to  which  it  is 
addressed. 

How  it  win  fare  with  Eussia  I  think  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt. 
Independently  of  the  steady  tone  of  Baron  Brunnow,  the  ambassador  at 
this  court,  in  all  his  conversation  with  me,  I  find  an  article  in  a  news- 
paper of  authority  at  St.  Petersburg,  which  very  distinctly  signifies  an 
indisposition  to  interfere  in  any  other  way  than  that  which  has  already 
been  taken  by  Eussia. 

A  cabinet  council  was  held'here  yesterday,  when  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  some  action  was  had  on  the  subject. 

Although  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  know  from  authorized 
sources  what  the  decision  was,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  character, 
judging  only  from  the  tone  of  the  leader  in  this  morning's  Times.  Lord 
Eussell  has  appointed  a  conference  with  me  on  the  subject  of  the  claims 
convention  for  Saturday,  so  that  I  shall  postpone  seeing  him  until  that 
time,  unless  in  the  interval  I  should  have  any  reason  to  doubt  the  cor- 
rectness of  my  present  impression. 

Of  course,  if  I  am  right  as  to  the  decision  of  these  two  parties,  it 
results  from  what  Mr.  Dayton  tells  me  of  the  declaration  to  him  by  the 
minister  that  there  will  be  no  action  at  all. 

I  ought  to  mention  the  fact  that  I  have  received  from  a  good  source 
the  information,  that  prior  to  the  date  of  the  note  of  M.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys,  the  King  of  the  Belgians  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  Emperor 
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of  France,  recommending  the  adoption  of  some  sach  measure  as  that 
which  has  been  taken. 

•  •  •  •  •  The  propo- 

sition of  an  armistice  of  six  months  can  come  only  from  some  party  anx- 
ious to  save  the  rebels  from  the  immediate  dangers  that  encompass  them. 
It  is,  in  other  words,  moral  intervention  of  the  most  decisive  character. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  how  long  the  unwillingness  of  the  other  great 
powers  to  give  countenance  to  such  a  procee^g  will  deter  him  from 
undertaking  to  act  alone.    The  preparatory  steps  taken  in  Mexico  are 

not  without  their  significance  in  this  connection. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRA2ITCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  261.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  November  15, 1862. 

Sib  :  The  reply  of  Earl  Eussell  to  the  French  note,  which  is  published 
in  all  the  morning  papers,  is  sent  herewith.  It  is  sufficiently  decisive  to 
answer  all  present  puri)oses.  I  have  just  returned  from  my  conference 
with  his  lordship  on  the  subject  of  the  convention.  The  conversation 
which  ensued  was  too  long  to  be  reported  to-day.  I  can  only  say  that 
it  was  friendly  and  satisfactory.  1  inquired  if  he  had  any  information 
of  the  answer  of  the  Eussian  court.  He  said  that  he  had  received  only 
an  abstract  of  it  by  the  telegraph.  I  understood  him  that,  in  substance, 
it  contained  an  expression  of  great  interest  in  the  communication,  a 
desire  not  to  stand  in  the  way  of  any  joint  action  that  might  be  deter- 
mined by  the  two  powers,  and  a  profession  of  a  wish  to  help  on  any 
measures  to  restore  peace  in  America  that  might  be  likely  to  prove 
acceptable  to  the  United  States.  •  •  • 

It  is  a  little  remarkable  that,  both  in  England  and  France,  the  ten- 
dency of  public  opinion  is  gradually  to  fall  into  the  old  channel  of  party 
divisions.  The  advocates  of  strong  power  sicje  with  the  rebels,  while 
the  more  liberal  and  popular  party  befriend  the  cause  of  the  government. 
This  is  becoming  more  and  more  visible  as.the  struggle  goes  on.  Efforts 
are  now  making  here,  with  a  good  prospect  of  success,  for  a  more  effective 
organization  of  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  in  our  behalf. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  the  following  telegram,  pur- 
porting to  give  the  substance  of  the  Eussian  answer : 

*'  St.  Petersburg,  November  15. 

"  The  *  Journal  de  St.  Petersburg*  of  to-day  contains  the  reply  of 
Prince  Gortschacow  to  the  note  of  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

"  The  Prince,  after  recalling  the  constant  efforts  of  Eussia  in  favor  of 
conciliation  in  America,  says :  ^  It  is  requisite,  above  all,  to  avoid  the 
appearance  of  any  pressure  whatever  capable  of  chilling  public  opinion 
in  America  or  of  exciting  the  susceptibility  of  the  nation.  We  believe 
that  a  combined  measure  of  the  powers,  however  conciliatory,  if  pre- 
sented in  an  official  or  officious  (offioieux)  character,  would  risk  arriving 
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at  a  result  opposed  to  pacification.  If,  however,  France  should  persist 
in  her  intention,  and  England  should  acquiesce,  instructions  shall  be 
dispatched  to  Baron  Stoeckl,  at  Washington,  to  lend  to  both  his  col- 
leagues, if  not  official  aid,  at  least  moral  support.'" 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAJ^OIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiABi  H.  Sewasd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue    Book  entitled  ''Dispatch  respecting  the  Civil  War  in  North 

America."] 

[PBESENTED  TO  BOTH  HOUSES  OF  PARTJAMWNT  BY  COMMAIO)  OF  HER  MAJESTY — 1863.] 

Earl  Russell  to  Earl  Oaioley. 

FoBEiaN  Office,  November  13, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  The  Count  de  Flahault  came  to  the  Foreign  Office  by 
appointment  on  Monday  the  10th  instant,  and  read  to  me  a  dispatch 
from  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  relative  to  the  civil  war  in  ITorth  America. 

In  this  dispatch  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  states  that  Europe 
has  followed  with  painful  interest  the  struggle  which  has  now  been 
going  on  for  more  ttian  a  year  on  the  American  continent.  He  does 
justice  to  the  energy  and  perseverance  which  have  been  displayed  on 
both  sides,  but  he  observes  that  these  proofs  of  their  courage  have  been 
given  at  tie  expense  of  innumerable  calamities  and  immense  bloodshed. 

To  these  a<M;ompanimeDts  of  civil  conflict  is  to  be  added  the  appre- 
hension of  a  servile  war,  which  would  be  the  climax  of  so  many  irre- 
parable misfortunes. 

If  these  calamities  affected  America  only,  these  sufferings  of  a  friendly 
nation  would  be  enough  to  excite  the  anxiety  and  sympathy  of  the 
Emperor.  But  Europe  also  has  suffered  in  one  of  the  principal  branches 
of  her  industry,  and  her  artisans  have  been  subjected  to  the  most  cruel 
trials. 

France  and  the  maritime  powers  have,  during  this  struggle,  matu- 
tained  the  strictest  neutrality,  but  the  s^timents  by  which  they  are 
animated,  far  from  imposing  on  them  anything  like  indifference,  seem 
on  the  contrary  to  require  that  they  should  assist  the  two  belligerent 
parties  in  an  endeavor  to  escape  from  a  position  which  appears  to  have 
no  issue. 

The  forces  of  the  two  sides  have  hitherto  fought  with  balanced  suc- 
cess, and  the  latest  accounts  do  not  show  any  prospect  of  a  speedy 
termination  of  the  war. 

These  circumstances  taken  together  would  seem  to  favor  the  adoption 
of  measures  which  might  bring  about  a  truce. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French,  therefore,  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  now 
an  opportunity  of  offering  to  the  belligerents  the  good  offices  of  the 
maritime  powers.  He  therefore  proposes  to  her  Majesty,  as  well  as  to 
the  Emperor  of  Eussia,  that  the  three  courts  should  endeavor,  both  at 
Washington  and  in  communication  with  the  Confederate  States,  to  bring 
aoout  a  suspension  of  arms  for  six  months,  during  which  every  act  of 
hostility,  direct  or  indirect,  should  cease,  at  sea,  as  well  as  on  land. 
This  armistice  might,  if  necessary,  be  renewed  for  a  further  period. 

This  proposal,  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  proceeds  to  say,  would  not  imply. 
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on  the  part  of  the  three  powers,  any  judgment  on  the  origin  of  the  war, 
or  any  pressure  on  the  negotiations  for  peace,  which  it  is  hoped  would 
take  place  during  the  armistice.  The  three  powers  would  only  interfere 
to  smooth  obstacles,  and  only  within  limits  which  the  two  interested 
parties  would  prescribe. 

The  French  government  is  of  opinion  that,  even  in  the  event  of  failure 
of  immediate  success,  these  overtures  might  be  useful  in  turning  the 
minds  of  men*,  now  heated  by  passion,  to  consider  the  advantages  of 
conciliation  and  of  peace. 

Such  is,  in  substance,  the  proposal  of  the  government  of  the  Emperor 
of  the  French,  and  I  need  hardly  say  that  it  Has  attracted  the  serious 
attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

Her  Majesty  is  desirous  of  acting  in  concurrence  with  France  upon 
the  great  questions  now  agitating  the  world,  and  upon  none  more  than 
on  the  contingencies  connected  with  the  great  struggle  now  going  on  in 
Xorth  America.  Neither  her  Majesty  the  Queen  nor  the  British  nation 
will  ever  forget  the  noble  and  emphatic  manner  in  which  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  vindicated  the  law  of  nations,  and  assisted  the  cause  <5f 
peace,  in  the  instance  of  the  seizure  of  the  confederate  commissioners 
on  board  the  Trent. 

Her  M^esty's  government  recognize  with  pleasure,  in  the  design  of 
arresting  the  progress  of  war  by  friendly  measures,  the  benevolent  views 
and  humane  intentions  of  the  Emperor. 

They  are  also  of  opinion  that  if  the  steps  proposed  were  to  be  taken 
the  concurrence  of  Eussia  would  be  extremely  desirable. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  however,  not  been  informed  up  to 
the  present  time  that  the  Eussian  government  have  agreed  to  co-operate 
with  England  and  France  on  this  occasion,  although  that  government 
may  support  the  endeavors  of  England  and  France  to  attain  the  end  pro- 
posed. 

But  is  the  end  proposed  attainable  at  the  present  moment  by  the 
course  suggested  by  the  government  of  France  I 

Such  is  the  question  which  has  been  anxioudy  and  carefidly  examined 
by  her  Majesty's  government. 

After  weighing  all  the  information  which  has  been  received  from 
America,  her  Majesty's  government  are  led  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
is  no  ground  at  the  present  moment  to  hope  that  the  federal  govern- 
ment would  accept  the  proposal  suggested,  and  a  refusal  from  Wash- 
ington at  present  would  prevent  any  speedy  renewal  of  the  offer. 

Her  Majesty's  government  think,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  better 
to  watch  carefully  the  progress  of  opinion  in  America ;  and  if,  as  there 
appears  reason  to  hope,  it  may  be  found  to  have  undergone,  or  may 
undergo  hereafter,  any  change,  the  three  courts  might  then  avail  them- 
selves of  such  change  to  offer  their  friendly  counsel  with  a  greater  pros- 
pect' than  now  exists  of  its  being  accepted  by  the  two  contending 
parties. 

Her  Majesty's  government  will  communicate  to  that  of  France  any 
intelligence  they  may  receive  from  Washington  or  Eichmond  bearing  on 
this  important  subject. 

Your  excellency  may  read  this  dispatch  to  M,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and 
give  him  a  copy  of  it. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
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Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward.  ' 

fEztraot.] 

No.  227.]  Legation  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

PariSy  November  18, 1862. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  inclose  to  yon  the  copy  of  a  commnnication  jnst 
made  to  Monsienr  Dronyn  de  Lhnys. 

•  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTOK 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  M.  Drouyn  de  VHuys. 

Paris,  November  16,  [17,]  1862. 

MoNSiETTR  LE  MiNiSTRE :  In  a  recent  conversation  had  with  your 
excellency  you  asked  some  questions  in  relation  to  the  population  of  the 
southern  States  of  the  United  States  and  the  position  of  the  several 
divisions  of  our  army.  This,  in  connection  wit^  a  statement  in  your 
dispatch  of  the  30th  October  to  his  Majesty's  amhass&dors  at  London 
and  St.  Petersburg,  officially  ^tiilishedj  induces  me  to  make  to  you  this 
communication. 

Although  that  dispatch  was  not  addressed  to  me  or  to  my  government, 
yet  it  so  intimately  concerns  the  latter  that  I  am  sure  I  shall  be  excused 
if  I  refer  to  it  in  connection  with  the  subject-matter  of  our  conversation. 
I  do  this  not  with  a  view  to  any  criticism  or  the  expression  of  any  opin- 
ions beyond  those  already  given  by  me,  but  to  correct,  so  fia.r  as  I  can, 
what  seems  to  me  a  misapprehension  of  facts. 

I  do  this  in  the  hope  that,  should  the  question  present  itself  for  con- 
sideration in  the  future,  your  excellency  may  be  induced  to  review  your 
opinion  as  to  the  strength  of  the  parties  involved  in  the  war  now  exist- 
ing in  the  United  States. 

Your  excellency  says :  "  There  has  existed  between  the  belligerents 
from  the  very  outset  of  the  war  an  equality  of  strength  which  has  been 
almost  constantly  maintained  ever  since,  and  after  so  much  bloodshed, 
they  are  now  in  this  respect  very  nearly  in  the  same  position  as  at  first. 
Nothing  justifies  the  expectation  of  anymore  decided  military  operations 
at  an  early  day." 

In  answer  to  your  questions  in  our  conference  of  the  11th  instant  I 
endeavored,  with  the  aid  of  a  map,  to  point  out  the  districts  of  country 
occupied  at  present  by  the  several  divisions  of  our  army, 

K  your  excellency  can,  from  memory,  recall  those  positions  and  com- 
pare them  with  the  condition  of  things  at  "  the  very  outset  of  the  war,'' 
(or  even  as  it  has  been  within  the  past  year,)  you  will  find  cause,  I  am 
sure,  for  grave  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  opinion  expressed  in  the  above 
extract. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  ago  the  whole  of  the  slave  States  south  of 
the  Potomac  and  Ohio,  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  f  thirteen  in  all,)  were 
in  possession  of  the  insurgents,  except  only  a  small  locality  in  Virginia 
opposite  to  Washington ;  a  tract  of  country  in  the  same  State,  to  the  west 
of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  in  which  there  was  a  mixed  possession ;  the 
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northern  part  of  Kentucky,  and  perhaps  one-half  of  Missouri.  With  these 
exceptions,  they  held  undisputed  sway  of  the  entire  country  of  the  South. 
They  possessed,  at  the  same  time,  the  military  arsenal  at  Harper^s  Ferry 
and  the  vast  naval  arsenals  and  dockyards  at  Norfolk  and  Pensacola. 
They  had  likewise  possession  of  the  eastern  shore  of  Chesapeake  Bay^ 
which,  in  connection  with  the  command  of  the  Potomac,  gave  them  con- 
trol over  the  access  by  water  to  Washington,  the  capital  of  the  nation. 
They  have  lost  during  the  year  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
the  command  of  the  Potomac,  the  city  of  Norfolk  with  its  arsenals  and 
dockyard,  and  neighboring  country,  and  the  dockyards  at  Pensacola. 

They  have  lost  all  Virginia  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  Kentucky  and 
Missouri,  and  part  of  Tennessee^  comprising,  among  other  points,  Nash- 
ville, its  capital,  and  Memphis,  its  commercial  port  on  the  Mississippi. 
They  have  lost  every  port,  harbor,  and  fortification  on  the  Atlantic  coast 
of  any  value,  (those  at  Charleston  alone  excepted,)  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Chesapeake  to  the  southern  point  of  Florida,  and  thence  around  the 
Gulf  coast  to  Pensacola.  But  more  important  even  than  this,  they  have, 
within  the  year,  lost  New  Orleans,  the  great  commercial  metropolis  oi 
the  South,  with  the  numerous  fortifications  established  for  its  defense. 
They  have  likewise  lost  the  Mississippi,  with  every  island  and  river  for- 
tification ^save  that  at  Vicksburg)  by  which  it  was  defended.  This  river, 
which  drains  the  entire  valley  of  the  West,  and  cuts  in  two  the  slave 
States  from  Cairo  to  the  Culf,  and  on  which  could  float  the  navies  of  the 
world — ^which  can  neither  be  forded  nor  bridged — ^must  forever  separate 
the  four  slave  States  and  their  contiguous  territories  on  its  Wes£  side 
from  those  on  the  East.  The  loss  of  this  river  was  more  injurious  to  the 
cause  of  the  insurrectionists  than  the  loss  of  many  battles.  Conscious 
that  this  would  be  so,  it  was  fortified,  your  excellency  will  remember, 
not  only  at  its  mouth,  and  below  and  at  New  Orleans,  but  at  every  avail- 
able point  upwards ;  yet  it,  with  its  many  fortifications,  (Vicksburg  alone 
excepted,)  has,  within  the  year,  been  lost  to  the  South.  The  Tennessee ' 
and  the  Cumberland — great  interior  rivers  of  tiie  West — ^with  their  de- 
fenses and  fortifications,  have  likewise  been  taken,  after  a  hard  struggle, 
by  the  armies  of  the  Union. 

In  a  word,  the  insurgents  do  not  now  hold  a  foot  of  ground  which  they 
did  not  hold  early  in  the  war,  while  the  flag  of  the  Union  has  been  con- 
stantiy  advanced,  and  now  floats  somewhere  on  the  soil  or  over  the  forti- 
fications of  every  slave  State,  save  one.  Their  armies  have,' in  the  mean- 
time, been  driven  from  an  area  of  country  embracing,  in  the  aggregate, 
not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  square  miles,  and  occupied  by  a 
population  ranging  from  one  million  and  a  half  to  two  millions  of  people. 

But  in  war  "  equality  in  strength  ^  consists  not  in  these  things  only. 
Permit  me,  therefore,  to  remind  your  excellency  that,  while  all  the  incip- 
ient efforts  on  the  part  of  the  South  to  create  a  navy  have  been  defeated 
and  her  vessels  destroyed,  the  navy  of  the  United  States  has,  within  the 
year,  grown  from  a  very  smaU  to  a  very  great  power — closing  the  ports 
of  the  South,  precluding,  save  with  our  consent,  all  entrance  to  or  exit 
from  them  unless  by  stealth  or  accident.  This  power,  which  the  South 
has  little  to  meet,  is  almost  exclusively  the  growth  of  the  year,  and  on 
our  own  coasts,  and  in  ports,  harbors,  and  rivers  of  the  South,  it  cannot 
but  be  in  the  future  the  most  efficient  means  of  attack  or  defense. 

There  are  two  other  elements  of  strength  which  specially  require  con- 
sideration— ^men  and  money.  The  armies  of  the  South  have  been  large 
beyond  example,  as  compared  with  the  extent  of  population  from  which 
they  have  been  drawn.  To  raise  them  to  their  present  standard,  the 
conscription  law  of  the  South  has  embraced  all  from  the  age  of  eighteen 
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to  forty-five.  Their  armies,  like  our  own,  waste  away  by  the  casnalties 
of  war,  and  there  can  be  little  force  in  reserve  to  supply  the  constant 
drain.  An  examination  of  the  Preliminary  Eeport  of  the  Censos  of  1860 
(of  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  copy)  will  show,  on 
page  131,  that  the  body  of  the  population  upon  which  the  South  must 
draw  for  the  supply  of  this  drain  is  less  even  than  I  suggested  in  our 
recent  conversation. 

The  aggregate  free  population  of  aU  the  slave  States,  including  Mary- 
land, Delaware,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  is  only  eight  millions 
two  nundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three, 
(8,289,763 ; )  but  from  this  must  be  deducted  the  population  of  those  slave 
States  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  where  no  conscription  law  . 
of  the  South  could  possibly  be  enforced,  and  likewise  the  free  blacks  of 
the  South,  in  whose  hands  they  dare  not  place  arms. 

The  free  population  of  those  States,  shown  by  the  census  of  1860,  is  as 
follows: 

Delaware 110, 418 

Maryland 599, 860 

Kentucky 930, 201 

Missouri 1, 067, 081 

Kanawha,  or  Western  Virginia,  with  Jefferson,  Accomac,  and 

Northampton  counties,  estimated  at 379, 774 

Free  blacks  of  the  South  to  be  deducted 250, 787 

Making  an  aggregate  of 3, 338, 121 


Which  number,  deducted  from  the  aggregate  free  population  of  the 
South,  leaves  only  four  millions  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty-two,  including  men,  women,  and  children.  The  gen- 
eral accuracy  of  these  figures  can  readily  be  tested  by  reference  to  pages 
131,  and  286,  287,  288,  and  289  of  the  Census  Eeport,  before  referred  to. 
It  is  true  that  to  some  slight  extent  troops  may  voluntarily  go  into  the 
southern  army  from  portions  of  the  country  not  in  their  possession,  but 
these  would  probably  be  at  least  balanced  by  those  withholding  them- 
selves along  the  coasts,  and  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  South  subject 
to  our  control,  and  for  which  no  allowance  is  made  in  the  above  calcula- 
ti^n. 

I  need  not  recapitulate  the  population  of  the  free  States  and  the  bor- 
der States  in  our  possession. 

The  aggregate,  by  a  reference  to  the  same  Census  Eeport,  will  be  seen 
to  be  within  a  fraction  of  twenty-two  millions,  (21,996,845.)  During  the 
last  summer,  in  addition  to  the  army  then  in  the  field,  they  raised,  within 
the  space  of  two  months,  principally  by  voluntary  enlistment,  six  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  and  there  is  yet  another,  and  still  another  army  in 
reserve,  as  I  am  instructed,  to  take  their  places,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
should  that  unhappily  become  necessary.  In  the  foregoing  estimate  I 
have  taken  no  account  of  the  slaves  of  the  South  as  a  source  either  of 
strength  or  weakness.  As  they  have  been  used  heretofore,  they  have 
certainly  added  strength  to  their  masters.  They  have,  in  fact,  fed  the 
army.  Some  have  been  forced  to  labor  with  it  in  the  trenches,  while  the 
great  mass  have  toiled  in  the  fields  at  home,  thus  leaving  almost  the 
entire  population  of  the  South  free  to  fight  its  battles.  Emancipation, 
should  it  occur,  while  it  liberates  the  slaves,  would  cut  off  this  source  of 
strength  from  their  masters. 

Their  supplies  in  the  rear  must  be  kept  up  or  their  army  cannot  be 
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held  together.  The  one  is  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  the  other. 
A  time  may  soon  come,  therefore,  when,  aside  from  the  "  apprehensions" 
incident  to  emancipation,  the  slaves  of  ^e  South  will  be  to  their  masters 
a  source  of  weakness  and  not  of  strength.  Permit  me,  however,  here  to 
add  that,  whoever  may  have  entertained  "  apprehensions  "  of  a  "  servile 
war,''  such  I  do  not  suppose  for  a  moment  to  have  been  contemplated  by 
the  President  in  foreshadowing  his  policy  of  emancipation. 

The  slaves  of  the  South,  scattered  over  a  vast  extent  of  country,  have 
no  arms  and  no  means  of  procuring  them. 

They  have  little  intelligence,  no  means  of  distant  intercommunication, 
and  can  have  no  general  concert  of  action. 

They  may  refuse  to  labor  for  their  masters,  and  their  masters  cannot 
constrain  them.  The  map  left  with  your  excellency,  showing  the  'per- 
centage  of  slaves  in  each  county  of  the  South,  will  prove  this  beyond  a 
question.  In  certain  large  sections  of  country,  along  the  Mississippi 
more  especially,  there  is  about  twenty-eight  per  cent,  only  of  white 
population.  All  the  rest  are  slaves.  Of  this  population  the  able-bodied 
are  now  almost  entirely  away  with  the  army. 

Should  attempts  be  made  here,  or  in  other  sections,  to  constrain  the 
slaves  to  a  forced  obedience,  they  may  resist  or  they  may  leave  their 
plantations,  as  many  have  already  done,  and  seek  the  friendly  shelter 
of  the  Union  flag.  But  neither  principle  nor  policy  wiU  induce  the 
United  States  to  encourage  a  "  servile  war,"  or  prompt  the  slave  to  cut 
the  throat  of  his  master  or  his  master's  family. 

The  government  wiU  not  even  permit,  as  I  have  already  said  to  you, 
it-s  own  soldiers  or  the  soldiers  of  the  enemy,  acting  as  guerillas  or 
marauders,  belonging  to  no  organized  force  ana  under  no  regular  flag, 
to  make  war  or  attack  even  an  armed  enemy,  without  pimishment ;  still 
less  would  it  encourage  or  permit  slaves  to  offend  against  humanity  by 
iattack  upon  the  feeble  and  helpless.  That  an  isolated  case  or  cases  of 
wrong  may  occur  in  the  course  of  establishing  a  great  change  (if  such 
shall  be  established)  in  the  social  organization  of  the  South,  is  not  im- 
probable 5  1but  in  every  such  case,  I  doubt  not  that  the  arm  of  the  gov- 
ernment would  promptly  interfere  to  protect  and  to  punish.  This,  how- 
ever, is  matter  incidental  only  to  the  subject  of  my  communication. 
Leaving  the  question  of  population,  I  pass  for  a  moment  to  the  other 
great  element  of  strength  in  war,  and  that  is  money. 

I  have  already  said  that  the  resources  of  the  South  in  men  would  seem 
to  be  practically  exhausted,  and  their  resources  in  money,  I  think,  must 
be  equally  so.  I  am  instructed  that,  with  a  floating  debt  of  four  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  represented  by  paper  at  a  discount  of  seventy- 
five  per  cent.,  they  have  neither  raised,  nor  have  they  the  means  of 
raising,  a  revenue  equal  to  ten  millions,  in  any  form  or  for  any  purpose. 

Want  and  distress  are  already  disclosing  themselves  in  painM  forms 
throughout  the  entire  region  occupied  by  the  insurgents.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  government  of  the  United  States  has,  as  I  am  instructed,  a 
revenue,  available  in  the  precious  metals,  of  more  than  a  hundred  mil- 
lions, while  its  mines  are  yielding  gold  more  rapidly  than  foreign  trade 
withdraws  it  from  the  country.  £i  this  vital  matter  of  finance,  there- 
fore, there  does  not  seem  to  exist  between  the  parties  an  equality  of 
strength.  So  far,  indeed,  as  I  can  see,  such  equality  has  existed  nowhere 
except  on  certain  battle-fields,  and  especially  between  the  two  great 
armies  in  Virginia.  Here  the  insurgents  have  advanced  and  retreated. 
They  have  gained  batties  and  lost  them.  I  do  not  mean  to  depreciate 
their  gallantry ;  they  are  yet  my  countrymen.    Here  at  least  they  have 
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shown  equality  of  strength  5  bnt  everywhere  else  the  permanent  gain  has 
been  with  the  armies  of  the  Union. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yonr  excellency  assurances 
of  the  most  distinguished  consideration,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
be 

Your  excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Monsieur  Droxtstn  de  Lhtjys, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs* 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

ITo.  264.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  November  21, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  was  so  hurried  at  the  close  of  the  last  week  in  my  effort  to 
report  the  result  of  my  conference  with  Lord  Eussell  in  season  for  the 
steamer  that  I  was  unable  to  give  you  any  detailed  account  of  it. 
Although  not  veiy  long  in  time,  it  embraced  a  conversation  on  three 
different  subjects.  The  first  was  upon  his  lordship's  note  in  answer  to 
the  French  proposition  which  appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  that  morn- 
ing. The  substance  of  this  was  comprised  in  my  letter,  though  I  did 
not  perhaps  give  in  it  a  fiill  idea  of  the  extent  of  its  amicable  character. 
I  tried  to  impress  upon  him  a  sense  of  my  conviction  of  the  uncertain 
nature  of  the  Emperor's  disposition  towards  us,  and  my  greater  confi- 
dence in  the  policy  of  this  ministry  to  the  extent  that  it  declared  itself. 
His  lordship  seemed  to  imply  that  such  had  not  been  the  view  taken  in 
America ;  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  say,  in  allusion  to  the  fact  announced 
in  the  newspapers  that  Mr,  Slidell  had  been  admitted  to  an  audience  of 
the  Emperor,  which  is  stated  to  have  happened  on  the  very  same  day  of 
the  date  of  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  note,  that  if  any  minister  here  had 
procured  an  audience  of  the  Queen  for  Mr.  Mason  there  would  have 
been  no  end  to  the  indignation  among  us.  I  replied  that  the  knowledge 
of  this  event  would  unquestionably  have  its  effect  in  diminishing  the 
popular  sympathy  with  France.  I  thought  that  this  proposition  of  M. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  would  meet  with  no  favor,  and  would,  in  conjunction 
with  the  reception  of  Mr.  Slidell,  be  construed  as  an  act  of  direct  hos- 
tility. Here  his  lordship  interposed  a  singular  doubt.  He  intimated 
that  from  such  reports  as  had  been  received  of  the  reception  of  the 
overtures  of  M.  Mercier  at  the  time  when  the  confederate  forces  were 
entering  Maryland,  he  had  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  government  at 
Washington  was  not  then  entirely  indisposed  to  accept  his  assistance. 
Strangely  enough,  I  will  add  here  that  a  precisely  similar  story  has  since 
come  to  me  from  France,  through  a  wholly  independent  source.  I  re- 
plied to  his  lordship  at  once  that  I  had  received  from  you  a  full  report 
of  your  conversation  with  M.  Mercier  at  the  time  referred  to,  which  was 
of  a  wholly  opposite  character,  and  that  a  copy  of  your  subsequent 
dispatch  to  Mr.  Da>ix)n  on  the  same  subject  had  been  placed  in  my  hands, 
to  be  used  here  at  my  discretion,  which  was  so  strong  in  its  terms  that 
I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  show  it  to  him  at  all.  For  as  things 
seemed  to  me  to  be  going  on  well  enough  as  they  were,  I  feared  that  in 
case  of  any  immediate  call  upon  her  Majesty's  government  for  action  it 
might  lead  to  embarrassment,  as  implying  a  decision  under  more  or  less 
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of  constramt.  I  was  the  more  glad  I  had  taken  such  a  Tiew  of  it,  as 
the  course  marked  out  in  his  reply  to  France  was  left  clear  from  any 
question  of  its  being  perfectly  spontaneous.    His  lordship  said  ho 

thought  my  course  had  been  judicious. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEAJ^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  231.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Par%8^  November  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  received  last  night  from  M.  prouyn  de  Lhuys  a  communica- 
tion, dated  23d  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  17th,  (dated  by  mis- 
take the  16th.)' 

The  communication  of  M.  de  Lhuys  is  of  so  much  interest  that  I  send 

you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  original  and  a  translation. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLTAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Translatioii.] 

Depabtment  of  Foreign  Apfaibs, 

Palace  of  Gompeigne^  November  23,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  learned  with  lively  interest  the  infortnation  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  upon  the  respective  situation 
of  the  two  belligerent  parties  in  the  United  States. 

You  express  to  me  the  hope  that  these  suggestions  may  modify  my 
opinion  as  to  the  equilibrium  of  strength  between  the  States  of  the 
North  and  those  of  the  South,  and  they  are  certainly  of  a  nature  to 
make  me  appreciate  all  the  resources  of  your  government.  But  it  is 
none  the  less  true  that,  notwitiistanding  the  inequality  of  numbers  and 
of  financial  means,  notwithstanding  local  advantages  and  partial  con- 
quests, the  conditions  of  soil  and  climate  seem  to  oppose  insuperable 
obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the  struggle,  and  that  the  equal  energy  of 
both  sides  tends  to  impress  upon  it  a  character  of  indomitable  despera- 
tion, (^Hndomptdble  a/chamement.^)  I  am  pleased  to  render  homage 
with  you  to  the  courage  which  the  Americans,  upon  the  one  side  and 
the  other,  have  shown  tiius  far;  but  this  courage,  even,  while  it  excites 
the  admiration  of  the  world,  is  only  calculated  to  render  more  uncertain 
the  result  ("  soif^)  of  the  combats,  and  to  retard  the  termination  of  tiie 
disasters  of  this  bloody  war. 
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Yon  know,  sir,  what  feelings  this  sad  spectacle  has  given  rise  to  in 
us.  Ton  know  the  step  which  a  profound  sympatjiy  for  America  has 
inspired  in  the  government  of  the  Emperor,  in  the  hope  of  opening  the 
way  to  a  reconciliation.  This  step,  you  know  also,  ought  and  could 
take  place,  ("  avoir  lieuj^)  in  the  opinion  of  the  Emperor,  only  with  the 
consent  and  concurrence  of  the  two  belligerent  parties.  At  present, 
the  reception  given  to  our  proposition  by  the  cabinets  of  London  ana 
St.  Petersburg  prevents  us  from  thinking  of  pursuing  it  further,  ("ewi- 
pSche  que  nous  ne  songuma  h  y  donner  suited)  But  I  can  assure  you, 
sir,  that  our  friendly  ddspositions  have  not  changed.  If  some  day  the 
Americans,  tired  of  turning  their  valor  against  themselves,  should  wish 
to  have  recourse  to  us  in  order  to  seek  in  concert  the  means  of  termi- 
nating this  conflict,  they  wordd  And  us  always  ready  (be  it  in  associating 
ourselves  with  other  powers  or  be  it  separately)  to  aid  them  with  our 
co-operation,  and  to  testify,  by  our  good  of&ces,  filings  which  have  not 
ceased  to  animate  France  in  regard  to  them. 

Beceivje,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

DEOCrra^  DE  LHUYS. 

Mr.  Dayton, 
Envoy  Extra/ordinary  and  Minister  Plenijpotentiary 

of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 


.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  261.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  28, 1862. 

Sib:  Your  dispatch  of  November  10  (No/223)  has  been  received  only 
at  this  late  day.  •  •  •  »  • 

I  have  now  only  to  say  that  the  views  presented  by  me  in  my  dis- 
patch of  October  20  are  the  deliberate  and  settled  convictions  of  the 
government,  always  to  be  expressed  when^  in  your  judgment,  any 
expression  whatever  on  the  subject  of  the  action  of  foreign  powers  shaU 
be  either  necessary  or  expedient. 

In  reply  to  a  suggestion  in  your  dispatch,  it  is  proi)er  for  me  to  say 
that  neither  M.  Mercier  nor  any  other  person  has  had  the  least  warrant 
from  any  authority  of  the  United  States  for  representing  to  his  govern- 
ment that  the  President  would  be  disposed  to  entertain  any  proposition 
in  regard  to  the  action  of  this  government  in  the  conduct  of  our  domes- 
tic affairs  from  any  foreign  quarter  whatsoever.  The  exact  contrary  is 
the  effect  of  all  that  has  ever  passed  between  all  the  ministers  residing 
here  and  this  department.  You  will  judge  whether  it  is  important  to 
clear  up  this  point  at  Paris. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfec,  <feo.,  dke. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America/'  No.  1, 1863,  p.  46.] 

No.  50. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  BusseU. 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  November  28, 1862. 

The  intelligence  that  France  had  proposed  to  Great  Britain  and 
Bassia  to  join  her  in  advising  the  belligerents  in  this  country  to  agree 
to  an  armistice  reached  New  York  by  telegraph  from  Gape  Bace  on  the 
25th  instant.  The  substance  of  your  lordship's  answer  was  received  at 
the  same  time.  Yesterday  the  text  of  the  f^nch  proposal,  of  your 
lordship's  answer,  and  of  the  principal  part  of  the  Eussian  answer,  was 
forwarded  to  New  York  by  telegraph  from  Halifax. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  in  every  one  of  the  newspapers  I  send 
foreign  intervention  is  distinctly  repudiated.  It  is  very  true  that  the 
leaders  of  the  political  parties  do  not  always  put  forth  in  the  news- 
papers exactly  the  same  sentiments  which  tiiey  entertain  and  even 
express  in  private.  Still,  the  unanimity  of  the  press  on  the  present 
occasion  shows  at  least  tnat  this  is  not  a  time  at  which  public  opinion 
would  force  the  acceptance  of  foreign  mediation  upon  a  reluctant 
cabinet. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  414.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  30, 1862. 

Sm:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  13th  of  November,  (No. 
259,)  and  also  your  dispatch  of  November  15,  (No.  261.)  They  relate  to 
the  proposition  recently  made  by  the  Emperor  of  France  to  the  Empe- 
ror of  Eussia  and  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  to  join  him  in  recom- 
mending an  armistice  in  our  unhappy  civil  war.  Your  statements  upon 
that  subject  are  very  interesting  and  satisfaxstory.  At  the  same  time  I 
do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  transaction. 

You  will  learn  the  impression  it  has  made  upon  the  President  from 
the  copy  which  I  send  you  of  my  dispatch  of  this  date  to  Mr,  Dayton. 
I  send  a  copy  of  the  same  paper  to  Mr.  Taylor,  in  Eussia;  and  thus,  by 
the  President's  direction,  I  leave  the  French  proposal  to  take  its  place 
among  the  incidents  already  past  of  the  lamentable  civil  war  of  which 
we  again  think  we  are  beginning  to  see  an  approaching  end. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  &c.^  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  263.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  November  30, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  several  dispatches  of  November  12,  (No.  224,)  November 
13,  (No.  225,)  and  November  14,  (No.  226,)   have  been   received.     I 
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have  also,  by  the  aid  of  the  telegraph,  the  substance  of  the  invitation 
which  was  addressed  by  the  Emperor  of  France  to  the  Emperor  of  Eussia 
and  the  Qneen  of  Great  Britain  to  join  in  recommending  an  armistice  in 
our  civil  war,  together  with  the  answers  of  those  two  sovereigns  declin- 
ing that  invitation. 

In  regard  to  the  main  subject  my  instructions  will  be  very  simple  and 
short.  An  inconclusive  conference  concemiug  the  United  States  has 
been  held  between  three  powers,  all  of  whom  avow  themselves  as  friends 
of  the  United  States,  and  yet  the  United  States  were  carel&illy  excluded 
from  the  conference.  Neither  party  in  the  conference  proposed  any  com- 
bination to  coerce  the  will  or  control  the  policy  of  the  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  United  States  are  not  called  upon  to 
say  what  thej'  would  have  done  if  the  proposition  of  France,  which  was 
declined  by  Eussia  and  Great  Britain,  had  been  adopted  and  carried 
into  effect.  Nor  are  we  called  upon  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  the  posi- 
tions and  proceedings  respectively  of  the  several  parties  in  the  confer- 
ence. Such  a  debate  upon  a  subject  which  has  already  lost  its  practical 
character,  or  which,  to  speak  more  accurately,  has  not  attained  such  a 
character,  might  produce  irritations  and  jealousies,  which  the  President 
desires  to  avoid. 

Acting  upon  these  principles,  we  shall  ask  no  explanations,  nor  shall  we 
in  any  manner  comment  upon  explanations  which  shall  be  vohmtarily 
made.  A  government  which  is  conducting  a  great  nation  through  a 
civil  war  must  deal  continually  w:ith  new  events  as  they  arise,  not  with 
those  which  have  already  fallen  into  history. 

The  United  States  has  continually  said  to  all  Europe  that  they  know 
that  the  saving  of  the  American  Union  depends  on  the  American  people 
themselves,  and  not  at  all  on  the  policies  of  foreign  states,  severally  or 
combined.  Such  states  may,  as  they  have  heretofore  done,  prolong  "and 
agitate  our  unnatural  and  lamented  strife,  by  exciting  ox  maintaining 
the  hopes  of  our  disloyal  citizens,  but  they  cannot  change  our  purpose 
to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Union  or  defeat  its  accomplishment. 

This  government  will  in  all  cases  seasonably  warn  foreign  powers  of 
the  injurious  effect  of  any  apprehended  interference  on  their  part,  and 
having  done  this,  it  will  measure  its  means  of  self-defense  by  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  dangers  with  which  the  country  is  threatened. 

Foreign  nations  scarcely  need  to  be  reminded  that  family  quarrels  are 
always  of  short  duration  5  that  the  very  scandal  which  they  bring  ope- 
rates" as  an  incentive  to  reconciliation.  Much  more  does  the  unavoida- 
ble apprehension  of  foreign  interference  work  in  that  direction.  The 
emissaries  of  treason  who  now  remain  in  European  capitals  will  very 
soon  disappear,  and  the  whole  American  people  will  forever  afterwards 
be  asking  who  among  the  foreign  nations  were  the  most  just  and  the 
most  forbearing  to  their  country  in  its  hour  of  trial. 

It  is  the  President's  policy  so  to  conduct  our  national  affairs  that  all 
who  have  heretofore  been  our  friends  may  abide  in  that  relation. 

If  any  of  them  shall  be  lost,  our  regret  will  thus  be  modified  by  the 
reflection  that  the  bereavement  resulted  from  our  misfortune  and  with- 
out fault. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <£c.,  <fcc.,  &c. 

30  A  c — ^VOL.  I 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1, 1863,  p.  46.] 

No.  61. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Rmaell. 

Washington,  Becmibei*  2, 1862. 

My  Lord:  Mr.  Seward,  without  my  having  in  anyway  led  to  the  sub- 
ject, spoke  to  me  yesterday  of  the  proposal  made  by  France  to  Great 
Britain  and  Eussia  to  unite  in  advising  the  belligerents  in  this  country 
to  agree  to  an  armistice. 

Mr.  Seward  said  that  he  perceived  that  some  of  the  European  powers, 
all  professing  tlie  most  friendly  feelings  to  this  country,  had  been  dis- 
cussing its  affairs  among  themselves  without  taking  the  cabinet  of 
Washington  into  their  counsels.  How* ever,  as  no  official  communication 
had  been  made  to  this  government,  it  was  not  called  upon  to  give  any 
opinion,  or  to  say  what  it  should  or  should  not  have  done  if  anj  proposal 
had  been  made  to  it.  If  any  of  the  European  powers  concerned  should 
offer  explanations  on  the  subject,  this  government  would  receive  them 
respectfully,  but  would  not  be  disposed  to  express  any  opinion  on  them. 

Mr.  Seward  begged  me  to  acquaint  M.  Mercier  with  what  he  had  said. 
I  accordingly  went  from  Mr.  Seward  to  M.  Mercier  and  rei)eated  to  him 
what  Mr.  Seward  had  just  stated  to  me. 
I  have,  &c.,    * 

LYONS. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Dagton, 

[Extract.] 

No.  265.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  5, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  November  18  (No.  227)  has  been  received. 
Having  already  indicated  the  course  which  the  President  has  decided 
to  adopt  concerning  the  late  proceeding  of  the  French  government,  it 
is  unnecessary  for  me  now  to  review  the  note  which,  in  tiie  absence  of 

instructions,  you  have  written  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

•  •  *  *•  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant* 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  c&c,  &c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

[Extract.] 

No.  418.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  8, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  November  21  (No.  214)  has  been  received. 

The  President  is  of  opinion  that  the  dignity  of  the  country  and  the 
interests  of  peace  concur  in  requiring  forbearance  on  the  part  of  this 
government  from  discussing  the  motives,  objects,  and  legitimate  tend- 
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ency  of  the  late  movement  of  France  in  regard  to  our  national  affairs. 
I  may,  perhaps,  Yrithout  departing  from  this  course,  inform  you  that  the 
popular  judgment  in  this  country  is  unanimous  in  ascribing  that  pro- 
ceeding to  designs  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  whicli  are  not  only  hos- 
tile but  aggressi){e.  The  President  does  not  accept  this  interpretation, 
but  thinks,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  proceeding  was  an  ill-d vised  one, 
grounded  upon  erroneous  assumptions  in  regard  to  the  military  and  naval 
condition  of  the  country,  and  a  mistaken  desire  to  counsel  in  a  case  where 
all  foreign  counsel  excites  distrust,  and  must  be  rejected  with  firmness. 
I  may  add,  that  the  determination  of  Congress  and  of  the  people  to  hold 
the  country  in  a  condition  of  defense,  adequate  to  meet  any  foreign  inter- 
vention, has  been  intensified  by  the  appearance  of  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 

There  is  a  very  simple  explanation  of  the  misunderstanding  into  which 
the  French  government  was  led  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the 
American  people  and  their  government,  to  which  Earl  Eussell  has 
referred.  The  insurgent  invasion  of  the  loyal  States  last  summer,  as  I  so 
often  had  occasion  to  show  yon,  produced  for  the  moment  a  state  of 
apparent  consternation  and  confusion,  of  which  the  sympathizers  with 
the  insurgents  in  Kew  York  profited  in  their  intercourse  with  some  of  the 
foreign  ministers  residing  in  the  United  States.  These  ministers  doubt- 
lessly conveyed  to  their  government  the  sentiments  and  purposes,  not 
of  this  government  or  of  the  people,  but  of  a  party  which  grew  in  the 
night  of  despondency,  and  disappeared  so  soon  as  the  sunlight  of  national 
prosperity  reappeared.  It  is  a  pleasing  reflection  now  that  no  pains  were 
spared  by  the  President  to  counteract  the  mischief  which  was  thus  set 
on  foot,  and  to  save  foreign  nations  from  the  inconveniences  which  it 

might  bring  upon  them. 

•  •  #    •  #  #  •  • 

*I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec.,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  271.]  Legation  of  the  United  States. 

London,  Beceinher  11,  i862. 
Sib:  *  •  •  ♦  #  • 

The  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  better  understanding  which 
would  naturally  follow  from  this  state  of  things  is  to  be  found  in  the 
movements  going  on  in  this  kingdom  under  the  strong  appeals  making  to 
the  avarice  of  the  commercial  interest  by  the  desperate  insurgents. 
There  is  scarcely  a  limit  to  the  extent  of  the  offers  made  to  secure  assist- 
ance. Much  of  the  evidence  upon  which  I  make  this  statement  has  been 
already  laid  before  you  from  other  quarters.  It  appears  that  a  loan,  to 
a  large  amount,  has  been  effected  on  the  security  of  cotton  to  be  fur- 
nished at  a  price  which  would  secure  an  enormous  profit  to  the  holders, 
and  that  a  corresponding  rate  of  gain  has  been  held  out  for  the  deliveiy 
of  goods  of  which  the  rebels  now  stand  in  the  most  absolute  need.  This 
discovery  furnishes  at  last  an  explanation  of  the  sources  of  the  large 
sums  of  money  which  have  been  lavished  at  a  most  reckless  rate  in  the 
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purchase  and  construction  of  steamers  of  all  kinds,  and  munitions  of  war, 
in  the  dispatch  of  military'  adventurers  from  the  continent,  and  in  the 
purchase  of  every  variety  of  article  that  is  needed  to  supply  existing 
domestic  wants  in  those  States.  The  ports  of  Liverjwol  and  London  are 
filled  with  vessels  taking  in  commodities  destined  for  the  insurgents. 
At  the  same  time  a  strong  interest  is  thus  formed,  which  must  be  brought 
to  bear  more  or  less  forcibly  upon  the  policy  of  the  government  toward 
the  United  States.  The  existence  of  loans  here,  which  can  gain  value 
only  by  the  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  a  state,  is,  of  itself,  a  mate- 
rial clement  of  hostility  to  our  success.  Hence,  there  will  be  people  not 
at  all  slow  to  inflame  every  little  cause  of  difference  between  the  two 
countries,  and  to  stimulate  to  co-operation  with  the  more  positive  pol- 
icy of  Napoleon  in  bringing  about  the  only  result  that  can  secure  favor- 
able returns  to  their  hazardous  ventures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

« 

"Ko.  268.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  JJeceniher  11, 1802. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  November  25  (No.  231)  has  been  received, 
together  with  the  note  which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  addressed  to  you  on 
the  23d  of  November,  by  way  of  answer  to'  your  communication  to  him 
of  the  17th  of  that  month. 

From  my  previous  dispatches  you  will  probably  have  inferred  that 
the  President  did  not  expect  you  to  bpen  a  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  upon  the  subject  of  the  proposition  concerning  Amer- 
ican affairs  which  the  Emperor  has  recently  submitted  to  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  and  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain.  Inasmuch  as  you  have  done 
so  without  consulting  this  government,  and  have  thus  drawn  forth  from 
the  imperial  government  a  irank  and  friendly  answer,  it  is  only  proper 
that  you  should  now  inform  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  that  his  note  has 
been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  that  he  is  gratified  with  the  expla- 
nations it  gives  of  the  present  policy  of  the  Emperor  in  regard  to  the 
United  States.  You  are  authorized,  also,  to  inform  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  that  this  government  desires  now,  no  less  sincerely  than  it  has 
always  done,  to  retain  and  fortify  its  traditional  relations  with  France, 
and  that  everj^  proceeding  which  it  shall  have  occasion  to  take  in  the 
conduct  of  international  affairs  shall  manifest  that  spirit  and  no  other. 
You  are  authorized  further  to  say  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  that  this 
government  appreciates  the  assurance  which  the  Emperor  has  given  us 
of  his  willingness  at  a  futiu^e  time,  if  invited  by  it,  to  render  his  good 
offices  towards  producing  a  termination  of  the  civil  war  in  which  we 
are  so  unhappily  engaged,  and  this  assurance  is  received  as  a  fresh 
demonstration  of  the  same  good  will  and  cordial  friendship  to  our  country 
upon  which  this  government  and  the  American  people  have  so  con- 
stantly relied. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLA.M  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  &c. 
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[From  BritiBh  Blue  Book,  "North  America/'  No.  1, 1863,  p.  46.] 

No.  52. 

Uarl  Bmsell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office,  December  19, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  your  lordship's  dispatch  of  the  second 
instant,  and  with  respect  to  Mr.  Seward's  remarks,  unprovoked  on  your 
part,  that  he  i>epceived  that  some  of  the  European  powers,  all  profess- 
ing the  most  friendly  feelings  to  the  United  States,  had  been  discussing 
its  affairs  among  themselves  without  taking  the  cabinet  of  Washington 
into  their  counsels,  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  take  an  opportunity  of 
observing  to  Mr.  Seward  that,  without  taking  other  reasons  into  consid- 
eration, the  perusal  of  the  accounts  of  the  distress  in  Lancashire,  owing 
to  the  want  of  cotton,  which  he  will  find  in  all  the  newspapers,  will 
furnish  him  with  reason  enough  for  the  discussion  of  American  affairs 
in  Europe. 

Great  numbers  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  are  suffering  severe  distress 
in  consequence  of  the  belligerent  operations  of  the  cabinet  of  Wash- 
ington. 

I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

■ 

[Extract.] 

No.  246.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Faris^  Dece7nher  23, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  December  5  (No.  265)  is  re<^eived.  You  simply 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  my  dispatch  of  November  18,  (No.  227,)  and 
say  that,  "having  already  indicated  the  course  which  the  President 
has  decided  to  adopt  concerning  the  late  proceeding  of  the  French  gov- 
ernment, it  is  unnecessary  for  me  now  to  review  the  note  which,  in 
the  absence  of  instructions,  you  [I]  have  written  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys." 

I  had  supposed  that  that  note,  as  it  did  not  assume  to  indicate  any 
policy,  but  merely  to  sum  up  briefly  the  successes  of  our  army  and  govern- 
mental resources,  in  the  hopes  of  its  having  weight  in  any  future  delibera- 
tion of  this  government,  could  not  fail,  at  least,  to  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  department.  JVty  general  instructions  in  retbrence  to  the  subject-mat- 
ter were  most  ample,  and  I  had  held  verbal  conference  with  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  on  the  subject  before.  He  told  me  what  he  had  done,  and  I 
could  answer  when,  perhaps,  the  government  could  not.  The  emer- 
gency, I  thought,  not  only  justified,  but  required,  that,  in  view  of  the 
l)0ssible  future,  I  should  put  my  verbal  suggestions  in  writing.  As  one 
useful  result,  at  all  events,  I  have  received  the  important  communica- 
tion of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  of  November  23  last,  a  copy  of  which 
accompanied  my  dispatch  JTo.  231.  I  may  add,  also,  that  I  felt  that  it  was 
but  just  to  myself  that  my  countrymen^  as  well  as  the  government,  should 
see  and  know  that  I  had  not  failed,  m  the  crisis  which  had  occurred, 

fairly  to  represent  its  condition. 

•  ••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WLLLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  WiLLiAii  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  278.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  29,  1862. 
Sib:  *  •  •  •  #♦  •  # 

The  fact  that  the  national  attachment  of  this  countrj'  to  France  is  so 
pure  and  so  elevated  constitutes  just  the  reason  why  it  could  be  more 
easily  supplanted  by  national  insult  or  injustice  than  our  attachment  to 
any  other  foreign  state  could  be.  It  is  a  chivalrous  sentiment,  and  it 
must  be  preserved  by  chivalrous  conduct  and  bearing  on  both  sides.  I 
deduce  from  the  two  positions  which  I  have  presented  a  conclusion 
which  has  the  most  solemn  interest  for  both  parties,  namely,  that  any 
attempt  at  dictation — ^much  more  any  aggression  committed  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  France  against  the  United  States — would  more  certainly  and 
effectively  rouse  the  American  people  to  an  attitude  of  determined 
resistance  than  a  similar  affront  or  injury  committed  by  any  other  power. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  interested  sympathizers  with  the  insur- 
rection in  this  country  have  reported  to  the  French  government  that  it 
would  find  a  party  here  disposed  to  accept  its  mediation  or  intervention. 
I  understand  that  they  reckon  upon  a  supposed  sympathy  between  oiu* 
democratic  citizens  and  the  French  government.  It  may  as  well  be 
understood  as  soon  as  possible  that  we  have  no  democrats  who  do  not 
cherish  the  independence  of  our  country  as  the  first  element  of  demo- 
cratic faith,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  partiality  for  Frances  that 
makes  us  willingly  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  that  great  nation  is 
only  advancing  towards,  instead  of  having  reached,  the  democratic  con- 
dition which  attracts  us  in  some  other  countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  cfcc,  cfcc.    ^ 


[From  British  Blae  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1, 1863,  p.  52.] 

2S"0.  58. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

WASHiNaTON,'  January  7,  1863. 

My  Lokd:  I  had  the  day  before  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your 
lordship's  dispatch  of  the  19th  ultimo,  referring  to  a  remark  which  was 
made  to  me  some  time  ago  by  Mr.  Seward,  that  he  perceived  that  some 
of  the  European  powers  had  been  discussing  the  affairs  of  the  United 
States  among  themselves  without  taking  the  cabinet  of  Washington 
into  their  counsels.  In  obedience  to  your  lordship's  orders,  I  this  morn- 
ing took  an  opportunity  of  observing  to  Mr.  Seward,  with  regard  to  this 
remark,  that,  without  taking  other  reasons  into  consideration,  the 
accounts  of  the  distress  in  Lancashire  would  furnish  him  with  reason 
enough  for  the  discussion  of  American  affairs  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Seward  took  the  observation  in  very  good  part,  and  said  that  the 
distress  of  the  operatives  in  Europe  was  indeed  a  most  paiiiftil  subject 
of  reflection. 

I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

Fo.  283.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hirigUmj  January  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  December  23  (No.  246)  has  been  submitted  to 
the  President. 

My  recent  dispatches,  especially  No.  268,  will  have  relieved  you,  I 
trust,  of  any  concern  about  the  caution  which  the  President  thought  it 
prudent  to  observe,  in  the  first  instance,  in  relation  to  the  note  which 
you  addressed  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  immediately  after  the  publica- 
tion of  his  correspondence  with  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and 
Bussia  in  relation  to  a  proi)osed  armistice  was  made.  The  note  wjis 
opportune,  and  was  judiciously  conceived,  and  it  has  produced  gratify- 
ing results. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <fco.,  cfec,  cfec. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  255.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSj  Jamiary  15, 1863. 

Sib  :  A  dispatch  will  shortly  be  sent  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr. 
Mercier,  requesting  him  to  suggest  to  you,  on  a  suitable  occasion,  the 
propriety  of  appointing  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  South  for  peace, 
and  for  union,  if  possible;  if  not  possible,  for  such  terms  of  sepaiation 
as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon.  This  communication  was  submitted 
by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  the  Emperor  on  the  9th  instant,  and 
returned  to  him  by  the  Emperor  yesterday.  The  dispatch  answers  what 
it  is  supposed  would  have  been  the  objections  to  a  proposal  for  an 
armistice  or  mediation. 

First.  It  proposes,  it  says,  no  interference  of  any  kind  by  a  foreign 
power. 

Second.  It  does  not  require  or  ask  any  cessation  of  hostilities  pending 
the  negotiation,  but,  like  the  negotiations  for  peace  in  1783,  between  us 
and  Great  Britain^  permits  everything  to  proceed  as  if  no  efforts  for 
settlement  w  ere  bemg  made. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Mercier. 

[Translation.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Political  Division^  Paris^  January  9, 1863. 

Sir  :   If,  in  forming  the  purpose  of  assisting,  by  the  proffer  of  our 
good  offices,  to  shorten  the  period  of  those  hostilities  which  are  desolat- 
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ing  the  American  continent,  we  had  not  been  guided,  beyond  all,  by  the 
friendship  which  actuates  the  government  of  the  Emperor  in  regard  to 
the  United  States,  the  little  success  of  our  overtures  might  chill  the 
interest  with  which  we  follow  the  fluctuations  of  this  contest ;  but  the 
sentiment  to  which  we  have  yielded  is  too  sincere  for  indifference  to  find 
a  place  in  our  thoughts,  and  that  we  should  cease  to  be  painfully  affected 
whilst  the  war  continues  to  rage.  We  cannot  regard  without  profound 
regret  this  war,  worse  than  civil,  comparable  to  the  most  terrible  dis- 
tractions of  the  ancient  republics,  and  whose  disasters  multiply  in  pro- 
portion to  the  resources  and  the  valor  which  each  of  the  belligerent 
parties  develop. 

The  government  of  his  Majesty  have,  therefore,  seriously  examined 
the  objections  which  have  been  made  to  us  when  we  have  suggested 
the  idea  of  a  friendly  meditation,  and  we  have  asked  ourselves  whether 
they  are  truly  of  a  nature  to  set  aside  as  premature  every  tentative  to  a 
reconciliation.  On  one  part  has  been  opposed  to  us  the  repugnance  of 
the  United  States  to  admit  the'intervention  of  foreign  influences  in  the 
dispute ;  on  the  other,  the  hope,  which  the  federal  government  has  not 
abandoned,  of  attaining  its  solution  by  force  of  arms. 

Assuredly,  sir,  recoui'se  to  the  good  oflices  of  one  or  several  neutral 
powers  contains  nothing  incompatible  with  the  pride  so  legitimate 
amidst  a  great  nation,  and  was  purely  international,  ai*e  not  those  alone 
which  furnish  examples  of  the  useful  character  of  mediators.  We 
flatter  ourselves,  besides,  that  in  proffering  to  place  ourselves  at  the 
disposal  of  the  belligerent  parties  to  facilitate  between  them  negotia- 
tions, the  bases  of  which  we  abstain  from  prejudging,  we  have  mani- 
fested to  the  patriotism  of  the  United  States  all  the  consideration  to 
which  it  is  entitled,  now,  perhaps,  still  more  than  ever,  after  such  new 
proof  of  moral  force  and  energy.  We  are  none  the  less  ready,  amid 
the  wishes  which  we  form  in  favor  of  peace,  to  take  into  account  all  the 
susceptibilities  of  national  feeling,  and  we  do  not  at  all  question  the 
right  of  the  federal  government  to  decline  the  co-operation  {concours) 
of  the  great  maritime  powers  of  Europe.  But  this  co-operation,  is  it 
the  only  means  which  offers  itself  to  the  cabinet  at  Washington  to 
hasten  the  close  of  the  war  f  And  if  it  believes  that  it  ought  to  repel 
any  foreign  intervention,  could  it  not  honorably  accept  the  idea  of 
direct  (pour  parlers)  informal  conferences  with  the  authority  which  may 
represent  the  States  of  the  South. 

The  federal  government  does  not  despair,  we  know,  of  giving  a  more 
active  iminilse  to  hostilities ;  its  sacrifices  have  not  exhausted  its 
resources,  still  less  its  perseverance  and  its  steadfastness. 

The  protraction  of  the  struggle,  in  a  word,  has  not  shaken  its  confi- 
dence in  the  definitive  success  of  its  efforts.  But  the  opening  of  infor- 
mal conferences  between  the  belligerent  parties  does  not  necessarily 
imply  the  immediate  cessation  of  hostilities.  Negotiations  about  i>eace 
are  not  always  the  consequence  of  a  suspension  of  warfare.  They  pre- 
cede, on  the  contrary,  more  often  the  establishment  of  a  truce.  How 
many  times  have  we  not  seen  plenipotentiaries  meet,  exchange  commu- 
nications, agree  upon  all  the  essential  provisions  of  treaties — ^resolve,  in 
fine,  the  question  even  of  peaee  or  war — ^whilst  the  leaders  of  armies 
continued  the  strife,  and  endeavored,  even  to  the  latest  moment,  to  mod- 
ify by  force  of  arms  the  conditions  of  the  peace?  To  recall  only  one 
memory,  drawn  from  the  history  of  the  United  States,  the  negotiations 
which  consecrated  their  independence  were  commenced  long  before  hos- 
tilities had  ceased  in  the  New  World,  and  the  armistice  was  not  estab- 
lished until  the  act  of  November  30,  1782,  which,  under  the  name  of 
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provisional  articles,  embraced  iu  advance  the  principal  clauses  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  1783. 

Nothing,  therefore,  would  hinder  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
without  renouncing  the  advantages  which  it  believes  it  can  attain  by  the 
continuation  of  the  war,  from  eutoring  upon  informal  conferences  with 
the  confederates  of  the  South,  in  case  they  should  show  themselves  dis- 
posed thereto.  Representatives  or  commissioners  of  the  two  parties 
could  assemble  at  such  point  as  it  should  be  deemed  proper  to  desig- 
nate, and  which  could,  for  this  purpose,  be  declared  neutral.  Recipro- 
cal complaints  would  be  examined  into  at  this  meeting.  In  place  of  the 
accusations,  which  the  North  and  South  mutually  cast  upon  each  other  at 
this  time,  would  be  substituted  an  argumentative  discussion  of  the  intc*r- 
ests  which  divide  them.  They  would  seek  out,  by  means  of  well-ordered 
and  profound  deliberations,  whether  these  interests  are  definitively  irre- 
concilable, whether  separation  is  an  extreme  which  can  no  longer  be 
avoided,  or  whether  the  memories  of  a  common  existence,  whether  the 
ties  of  every  kind  which  have  made  of  the  North  and  South  one  sole  and 
whole  federative  sttite,  and  have  borne  them  on  to  so  high  a  degree  of 
prosperity,  are  not  more  powerful  than  the  causes  which  have  placed 
arms  in  the  hands  of  the  two  populations.  A  negotiation,  the  object  of 
which  would  be  thus  determinate,  would  not  involve  any  of  the  objec- 
tions raised  against  the  diplomatic  intervention  of  Europe,  and  without 
giving  birth  to  the  same  hopes  as  the  immediate  conclusion  of  an  armis- 
tice, would  exercise  a  happj'  influence  on  the  march  of  events.  Why, 
therefore,  should  not  a  combination  which  respects  all  the  relations  of 
the  United  States  obtain  the  approbation  of  the  federal  government. 
Persuaded,  on  our  part,  that  it  is  in  conformity  with  their  true  interests, 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  to  their  attention ;  and  not  having 
sought  in  the  project  of  a  mediation  of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe 
aiiy  vain  display  of  influence,  we  would  applaud  with  entire  freedom 
from  all  susceptibility  of  self-esteem  the  opening  of  a  negotiation  which 
would  invite  the  two  populations  to  discuss,  without  the  co-operation  of 
Europe,  the  solution  of  their  dili'erences. 

I  request  you,  sir,  to  give  this  assurance  to  the  cabinet  of  Washing- 
ton, while  commending  to  its  wisdom  counsels  dictated  by  most  sincere 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  United  States.  You  are,  moreover, 
authorized,  if  Mr.  Seward  expresses  the  wish,  to  leave  with  him  a  coi)y  of 
this  dispatch. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

^Ir.  Mercier, 

Miyiister  of  Francejat  Washington. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  465.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtoii,  February  2,  1863. 
Sir:  #•#•*••• 

The  mail  closes  without  our  having  received  the  customary  European 
dispatches.  There  has  been  some  little  concern  arising  from  a  disposi- 
tion manifested  by  one  or  two  persons  to  strengthen  a  supposed  benevo- 
lent idea  of  French  mediation  in  our  affairs.    The  excitement,  however, 
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ha«  subsided,  without  any  other  result  than  a  discovery  that,  amid  all 
the  angry  partisan  contentions  of  the  day,  the  sense  of  national  dignity 

and  honor  seems  perfectly  unimpaired. 

*  •  *  *  *  *  «  *  « 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (bo.,  cfcc,  dec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Fo.  316.]  Legation  of  the  Unitedt  States, 

London,  February  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Queen's  speech,  delivered 
through  a  commission  to  both  houses  of  Parliament  on  the  opening  yes- 
terday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  inclosure  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix  No.  lO.J 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  297.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  intimation  given  in  your  dispatch  of  January  15,  (No.  255, 
that  I  might  expect  a  special  visit  from  Mr.  Mercier,  has  been  realized 
He  called  on  the  third  instant,  and  gave  me  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which 
he  had  just  then  received  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  under  date  of  the 
9th  of  January.  I  have  taken  the  President's  instructions,  and  I  now 
proceed  to  give  you  his  views  upon  the  subject  in  question. 

It  has  been  considered  with  seriousness  resulting  from  the  reflection 
that  the  people  of  France  are  known  to  be  faultless  sharers  with  the 
American  nation  in  the  misfortunes  and  calamities  of  our  unhappy  civil 
war.  Nor  do  we  on  this,  any  more  than  on  other  occasions,  forget  the 
traditional  friendship  of  the  two  countries,  which  we  unhesitatingly  be- 
lieve has  inspired  the  counsels  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  has  imparted. 

He  says,  "  the  federal  government  does  not  despair,  we  know,  of  giv- 
ing more  a<5tive  impulse  to  hostilities;"  and  again  he  remarks,  "  the  pro- 
traction of  the  struggle,  in  a  word,  has  not  shaken  the  confidence"  (of 
the  federal  government)  "  in  the  definitive  success  of  its  efforts."  These 
passages  seem  to  me  to  do  unintentional  injustice  to  the  language,  whether 
confidential  or  public,  in  which  this  government  has  constantly  spoken 
on  the  subject  of  the  war.  It  certainly  has  had  and  avowed  only  one 
purpose,  a  determination  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  country.  So 
far  from  admitting  any  laxity  of  effort,  or  betraying  any  despondency, 
the  government  has,  on  the  contrary,  borne  itself  cheerfully  in  all  vicis- 
situdes, with  unwavering  confidence  in  an  early  and  complete  triumph  of 
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the  national  cause.  Now,  when  we  are,  in  a  manner,  invited  by  a  friendly 
power  to  review  the  twenty-one  months'  history  of  the  conflict,  we  find 
no  occasion  to  abate  that  confidence.  Through  such  an  alternation  of 
victories  and  defeats  as  is  the  appointed  incident  of  every  war,  the  land 
and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  have  steadily  advanced,  reclaim- 
ing from  the  insurgents  the  ports,  forts,  and  posts  which  they  had 
treacherously  seized  before  the  strife  actually  began,  and  even  before  it 
was  seriously  apprehended.  So  many  of  the  States  and  districts  which 
the  insurgents  included  in  the  field  of  their  projected  exclusive  slave- 
holding  dominion  have  already  been  re-established  under  the  flag  of  the 
Union,  that  they  now  retain  only  the  States  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Texas,  with  half  of  Virginia,  half  of  North  Carolina,  two-thirds  of  South 
Carolina,  half  of  Mississipx>i,  and  one-third  respectively  of  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana.  The  national  forces  hold  even  this  small  territory  in  close 
blockade^  and  siege. 

This  government,  if  required,  does  not  hesitate  to  submit  its  achieve- 
ments to  the  test  of  comparison,  and  it  maintains  that  in  no  part  of  the 
world  and  inno  times,  ancientor  modern,  hasa nation,  when  rendered  all 
unready  for  combat  by  the  enjoyment  of  eighty  years  of  almost  unbroken 
peace,  so  quickly  awakened  at  the  alarm  of  sedition,  put  forth  energies 
so  vigorous,  and  achieved  successes  so  signal  and  effective  as  those 
which  have  marked  the  progress  of  this  contest  on  the  part  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  I  fear,  has  taken  other  light  than  the  corre- 
spondence of  this  government  for  his  guidance  in  ascertaining  its  tem- 
per and  firmness.  He  has  probably  read  of  divisions  of  sentiment 
among  those  who  hold  themselves  forth  as  organs  of  public  opinion  here, 
and  has  given  to  them  an  undue  importance.  It  is  to  be  remembered 
that  this  is  a  nation  of  thirty  millions,  civilly  divided  into  forty-one  States 
and  Territories,  which  cover  an  expanse  hardly  less  than  Europe;  that 
the  people  are  a  x>ure  democracy,  exercising  everywhere  the  utmost  free- 
dom of  speech  and  suffrage;  that  a  great  crisis  necessarily  produces  ve- 
hement as  well  as  profound  debate,  with  sharp  collisions  of  individual, 
local,  and  sectional  interests,  sentiments,  and  ambitions,  and  that  this 
heat  of  controversy  is  increased  by  the  intervention  of  speculations, 
interests,  prejudices,  and  passions  from  every  other  part  of  the  civilized 
world.  It  is,  however,  through  such  debates  that  the  agreement  of  the 
nation  upon  any  subject  is  habitually  attained,  its  resolutions  formed, 
and  its  policy  established.  While  there  has  been  much  difference  of 
popular  opinion  and  favor  concerning  the  agents  who  shall  carry  on  the 
war,  the  principles  on  which  it  shall  be  waged,  and  the  means  with  which 
it  shall  be  prosecuted,  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  only  to  refer  to  the 
statute  book  of  Congress  and  the  executive  ordinances  to  learn  that  the 
national  activity  has  hitherto  been,  and  yet  is,  as  efficient  as  that  of  any 
other  nation,  whatever  its  form  of  government,  ever  was,  under  circum- 
stances of  equally  grave  import  to  its  peace,  safety,  and  welfare.  Not 
one  voice  has  been  raised  anywhere,  out  of  the  immediate  field  of  the 
insurrection,  in  favor  of  foreign  intervention,  of  mediation,'  of  arbitra- 
tion, or  of  compromise,  with  the  relinquishment  of  one  acre  of  the  na- 
tional domain,  or  the  surrender  of  even  one  constitutional  franchise.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  manifest  to  the  world  that  our  resources  are  yet 
abundant,  and  our  credit  adequate  to  the  existing  emergency. 

What  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  suggests  is,  that  this  government  shall 
appoint  commissioners  to  meet,  on  neutral  ground,  commissioners  of  the 
insurgents.  He  supposes  that,  in  the  conferences  to  be  thus  held,  recip- 
rocal complaints  could  be  discussed,  and  in  place  of  the  accusations 
which  the  North  and  the  South  now  mutually  cast  upon  each  other,  the  con- 
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ferenccs  would  be  engaged  with  discassions  of  the  interests  which  divide 
them.  He  assumes,  further,  that  the  commissioners  would  seek,  by 
means  of  well-ordered  and  profound  deliberation,  whether  these  interests 
are  definitively  irreconcilable,  whether  separation  is  an  extreme  that  can 
no  longer  be  avoided,  or  whether  the  memories  of  a  common  existence, 
the  ties  of  every  kind  which  have  made  of  the  North  and  the  South  one 
whole  federative  State,  and  have  borne  them  on  to  so  high  a  degree  of 
I>rospcrity,  are  not  more  powerful  than  the  causes  which  have  placed 
arms  in  the  hands  of  the  two  populations. 

The  suggestion  is  not  an  extraordinary  one,  and  it  may  well  have  been 
thought  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  in  the  earnestness  of  his  benev- 
olent desire  for  the  lestoration  of  peace,  a  feasible  one.  But  when  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  shall  come  to  review  it  in  the  light  in  which  it  must 
necessarily  be  examined  in  this  country,  I  think  he  can  hardly  fail  to 
perceive  that  it  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  a  proposition  that,  while 
this  government  is  engaged  in  suppressing  an  armed  insurrection,  with 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  constitutional  national  authority  and 
preserving  the  integrity  of  the  country,  it  shall  enter  into  diplomatic 
discussion  with  the  insurgents  upon  the  questions  whether  that  author- 
ity shall  not  be  renounced,  and  whether  the  country  shall  not  be  deliv- 
ered over  to  disunion,  to  be  quickly  followed  byever  increasing  anarchy. 

If  it  were  possible  for  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  com- 
promise the  national  authority  so  far  as  to  enter  into  such  debates,  it  is 
not  easy  to  perceive  what  good  results  could  be  obtained  from  them. 
•  The  commissioners  must  agree  in  recommending  either  that  the  Union 
shall  stand,  or  that  it  shall  be  voluntarily  dissolved  j  or  else  they  must 
leave  the  vital  question  unsettled,  to  abide  at  last  the  fortunes  of  the  war. 
This  government  has  not  shut  out  knowledge  of  the  present  temper  any 
more  than  of  the  past  purposes  of  the  insurgents.  There  is  not  the 
least  ground  to  suppose  that  the  controlling  actors  would  be  persuaded, 
at  this  moment,  by  any  arguments  which  national  commissioners  could 
offer,  to  forego  the  ambition  that  has  impelled  them  to  the  disloyal 
position  they  are  occupying.  Any  commissioners  who  should  be  ap- 
pointed by  those  actors,  or  through  their  dictation  or  influence,  must 
enter  the  conferences  imbued  with  the  spirit  and  pledged  to  the  personal 
fortunes  of  the  insurgent  chiefs.  The  loyal  people  in  the  insurrection- 
ary States  would  be  unheard,  and  any  offer  of  peace  by  this  government  on 
the  condition  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  must  necessarily  be  re- 
jected. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  I  h{\ve  already  intimated,  this  government  has 
not  the  least  thought  of  relinquishing  the  trust  which  has  been  confided 
to  it  by  the  nation,  under  the  most  solemn  of  all  political  sanctions ;  and 
if  it  had  any  such  thought  it  would  still  have  abundant  reason  to  know 
that  peace,  proposed  at  the  cost  of  dissolution,  would  be  immediately, 
universally,  and  indignantly  rejected  by  the  American  people.  It  is  a 
great  mistake  that  European  statesmen  make  if  they  suppose  this  peo- 
ple are  demoralized.  Whatever,  in  the  case  of  an  insurrection,  the  peo- 
I)leof  France,  or  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  Switzerland,  orof  the  Netherlands, 
would  do  to  save  their  national  existence,  no  matter  how  the  strife  might 
be  regarded  by  or  might  affect  foreign  nations,  just  so  much,  and  cer- 
tainly no  less,  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  do,  if  necessary,  to 
save,  for  the  common  benefit,  the  region  which  is  bounded  by  the  Pacific 
and  the  Atlantic  cx)asts,  and  by  the  shores  of  the  Gulfs  of  St.  Lawrence 
and  Mexico,  together  with  the  free  and  common  navigation  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Ohio,  St.  La^Tence,  Hudson, 
Delaware,  Potomac,  and  other  national  highways  hy  which  this  land, 
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which  to  them  is  at  once  a  land  of  inheritance  and  a  land  of  promise,  is 
opened  and  watered.  Even  if  the  agents  of  the  American  people  now 
exercising  their  power  should,  through  fear  or  faction,  tall  below  this 
height  of  the  national  virtue,  they  would  be  speedily,  yet  constitution- 
ally, replaced  by  others  of  sterner  character  and  patriotism. 

I  must  be  allowed  to  sa^^,  also,  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  errs  in  his 
description  of  the  parties  to  the  present  conflict.  We  have  here,  in  a 
political  sense,  no  Xorth  and  South,  no  southern  and  northern  States. 
We  have  an  insurrectionary  party,  which  is  located  chiefly  upon,  and 
adjacent  to,  the  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  we  have,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  loyal  people  who  constitute  not  only  northern  States,  but  also 
eastern,  middle,  western,  and  southern  States. 

I  have  on  many  occasions  heretofore  submitted  to  the  French  govern- 
ment the  President's  views  of  the  interests  and  the  ideas,  more  effective, 
for  the  time,  than  even  interests  which  lie  at  the  bottom  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  American  government  and  people  to  maintain  the  fed- 
eral Union.  The  President  has  done  the  same  thing  in  his  messages 
and  other  public  declarations.  I  refrain,  therefore,  from  re\iewing  that 
argument  in  connection  witli  the  existing  question. 

Mr.  DroujTi  de  Lhuys  draws  to  his  aid  the  conferences  which  took 
place  between  the  colonies  and  Great  Britain  in  our  revolutionary  war. 
He  will  allow  me  to  answer,  that  action  in  the  crisis  of  a  nation  must 
accord  with  its  necessities,  and  therefore  can  seldom  be  conformed  to 
precedents.  Great  Britain,  when  entering  on  that  negotiation,  had  mani- 
festly come  to  entertain  doubts  of  her  ultimate  success ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  the  councils  of  the  colonies  could  not  fail  to  take  new  courage,  if 
not  to  gain  another  advantage,  when  the  parent  state  compromised  so 
far  as  to  treat  of  peace  on  the  terms  of  conceding  their  independence. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  peace  must  come  at  some  time,  and  that  con- 
ferences must  attend,  if  they  are  not  allowed  to  precede,  the  pacification. 
There  is,  however,  a  better  form  for  such  conferences  than  the  one  which 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  suggests.  The  latter  would  be  palpably  in  dero- 
gation of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  would  carry  no 
weight,  because  destitute  of  the  sanction  necessary  to  bind  either  the 
disloyal  or  the  loyal  portions  of  the  people.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  furnishes  a  constitutional  forum  for  de- 
bates between  the  alienated  parties.  Senators  and  representatives  from 
the  loyal  portion  of  the  people  are  there  already,  fully  empowered  to 
confer,  and  seats  also  are  vacant  and  inviting  senators  and  representa- 
tives of  the  discontented  party  who  may  be  constitutionally  sent  there 
from  the  States  involved  in  the  insurrection.  Moreover,  the  conferences 
which  can  thus  be  held  in  Congress  have  this  great  advantage  over  any 
that  could  be  organized  upon  the  plan  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  namely, 
that  the  Congress,  if  it  were  thought  wise,  could  call  a  national  conven- 
tion, to  adopt  its  recommendations  and  give  them  all  the  solemnity  and 
binding  force  of  organic  law.  Such  conferences  between  the  alienated 
parties  may  be  said  to  have  already  begun.  Maryland,  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  Missouri — States  which  are  claimed  by  the  insur- 
gents— are  already  represented  in  Congress,  and  submitting  with  perfect 
freedom,  and  in  a"  proper  spirit,  their  ^vice  upon  the  course  best  calcu- 
lated to  bring  about  in  the  shortest  time  a  firm,  lasting,  and  honorable 
peace.  Representatives  have  been  sent,  also,  from  Louisiana,  and  others 
are  understood  to  be  coming  from  Arkansas. 

There  is  a  preponderating  argument  in  favor  of  the  congressional  form 
of  conference  over  that  which  is  suggested  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 
namely,  that  while  an  accession  to  the  latter  would  bring  this  govern- 
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ment  into  a  concurrence  \vith  the  insurgents  in  disregarding  and  setting 
aside  an  important  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  so 
would  be  of  pernicious  example,  the  congressional  conference,  on  the 
contrary,  preserves  and  gives  new  strength  to  that  sacred  instrument, 
which  must  continue  through  fdture  ages  the  sheet-anchor  of  the  re- 
public. 

You  will  be  at  liberty  to  read  this  dispatch  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 
and  to  give  him  a  copy  if  he  shall  desire  it. 

To  the  end  that  you  may  be  informed  of  the  whole  case,  I  transmit  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  dispatch. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  (fee,  cfcc,  <fec. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  481.]  •  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  mails  by  the  Asia  not  having  reached  here,  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  the  other  instructions  which  you  will  receive  by  this  post. 

A  copy  of  an  instruction  of  this  date  to  Mr.  Dayton  is,  however,  in- 
closed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  ifec,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  302.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  16, 1863. 

Sir:  Your  confidential  dispatch  of  January  30  (No.  263)  has  just  been 
'  received.  I  did  not  doubt  that  the  telegraphic  account  of  the  French 
proposition,  which  became  known  here  on  the  arrival  of  the  Europa,  was 
made  with  the  consent  of  the  French  government.  Nor  have  I  had  any 
more  doubt  that  the  proposition  itself  was  the  fruit  of  disloyal  commu- 
nications from  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  I  think,  however,  that  the  re- 
sponse the  country  has  made  ought  to  satisfy  the  French  government 
that  it  is  safer  to  rely  on  our  official  and  national  authority  than  on  the 
secret  suggestion  of  a  few  unhappy  partisans  among  us. 

Persons  under  the  influence  of  impatience  expect  greater  and  more 
immediat>e  results  from  any  favored  measure  which  is  adopted  than  can 
be  realized.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  results  of  judicious  policies  are 
quite  sure  to  discomfit  those  who  denounce  and  renounce  them  in  the 
first  moment  of  disappointment.  We  have  indications  here  that  the 
timid  counsels  which  have  given  some  encouragement  to  emissaries  and 
sympathizers  with  secession  abroad,  and  have  seemed  to  threaten  division 
and  distraction  at  home,  are  encounteiing  a  reaction  that  promises  health 
of  public  sentiment  and  strength  to  the  government.  I  cannot  allow 
myself  to  analyze  this  evidence,  since  I  tMnk  it  prudent  to  I'efrain  in  a 
foreign  correspondence,  even  though  a  private  one,  from  all  unnecessary 
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allusions  to  the  ever-changing  phases  of  political  debates  at  home.    You 
will,  moreov<?r,  be  quite  as  able  to  do  so  as  I  am. 

The  Asia's  mails  have  not  arrived  at  the  department,  and  the  outgoing 
mails  are  now  being  closed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

Xo.  337.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  26,  1863. 

SiB:  I  omitted  last  week  much  notice  of  the  telegram  received  from 
you,  as  well  as  of  the  general  news  that  came  by  the  steamer  respecting 
the  alleged  interruption  of  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  for  the  reason 
that  the  fiction  made  no  impression  whatever  on  public  opinion  in  this 
country.  A  little  more  success  has  attended  a  similar  attempt  yesterday 
to  create  a  belief  of  a  serious  misunderstanding  between  Mr.  Mercier 
and  yourself.  The  wish  for  French  intervention  is  father  to  the  thought. 
And  it  is  the  more  cherished  by  malevolent  parties,  since  the  course  of 

opinion  here  renders  the  probability  less  of  any  such  action  on  this  side. 

•  •••••••• 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  favorable  interval  should  be  improved 
by  the  military  action  in  America.  This  is  all  that  is  needed  to  protect  us 
from  the  possibility  of  European  intervention.  I  regret  to  be  obliged 
to  confess  that  thus  far  the  results  have  not  corresponded  to  expectation. 
Gases  of  decided  success  grow  less  rather  than  more  frequent,  and 
public  confidence  in  the  direction  of  the  war  has  declined.  Were  it  not 
for  this,  I  can  confidently  affirm  that  by  tlus  time  few  vestiges  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  rebels  would  remain  outside  of  interested  commercial 
circles  in  any  part  of  this  kingdom. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRAJN^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  277.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Parw^  February  26, 1863. 

Sm:  Your  dispatch  No  297  was  received  by  me  on  the  24th  instant. 
It  was  immediately  copied,  and  yesterday  read  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys, 
the  copy,  at  his  request,  being  left  with  him.  He  listened  attentively 
to  its  reading,  and  at  the  close  said  that  his  suggestion  to  our  govern- 
ment had  been  made  in  a  kind  spirit,  and  he  believed  the  reply  to  be  in 
a  like  spirit;  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  make  the  reply  or  its  suggestions 
the  subject  of  debate  or  argument;  that  he  did  not  know,  I  think  he 
added,  if  he  had  any  right  to  do  so.  He  said  that  he  would  read  agaiu 
the  copy  of  the  dispatch  left  with  him,  and  consider  it  more  carefully 
than  he  could  from  having  heard  it  once  read  only.    There  was  nothing 
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in  the  manner  of  Mr.  DroujTi  de  Lhuys  to  indicate  that  he  was  disap- 
pointed in  the  result.  I  should  add^  however,  that  he  had  already  been 
apprised  of  it  by  a  short  communication  from  Mr.  Mercier.  He  said 
Mr.  Mercier  had  informed  him  by  a  brief  note  that  you  would  give  a 
negative  answer,  but  in  all  respects  a  kind  one.  This  I  told  him  you  . 
had  done,  and  called  his  attention  to  the  prefatory  remarks  in  your 
dispatch  as  an  evidence  of  the  spirit  and  kind  feeling  in  which  his 
suggestion  had  been  received  by  our  government. 

The  conversation  closed  without  any  intimation  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  of  further  or  ulterior  purposes  upon  the  part  of  this  government. 
I  could  not,  for  obvious  reasons,  assume  to  question  him  as  to  whether 
such  purposes  did  or  did  not  exist. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTOK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  292.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PariSj  March  27, 1863. 

Sir:*  •  *  •  *  •  •  * 

I  yesterday  communicated  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  the  "concurrent 
resolutions  of  Congress  concerning  foreign  intervention  in  the  existing 
rebellion.''  He  did  not  desire  me  to  read  them ,  but  preferred  that  I  should 
leave  a  copy,  which  I  did.  He  said  he  had  already  seen  them,  they 
having  been  immediately  communicated  to  his  department  through  Mr. 
Mercier.  He  made  no  remarks  concerning  them,  and  evidently  was 
not  disposed  to  go  into  any  conversation  on  the  subject.  His  mind 
seemed  to  be  preoccupied  with  Poland  and  its  complications.  He  avoided, 
intentionally,  as  I  thought,  conversation  as  to  our  affairs.  He  merely 
said  that  things  seemed  ripe  there  for  some  important  movements,  and 
he  supposed  we  would  soon  have  news  of  interest  from  oiu-  countr5\ 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

JSo.  356.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  27, 18G3.  . 

Sib:  #•#•#•• 

Having  disposed  of  this  matter,  I  next  turned  to  the  subject  of  the 

joint  resolutions  of  Congress  on  foreign  intervention,  and  agreeably  to 

your  instructions  contained  in  the  printed  circular  of  the  9th  March  I 

offered  to  read  them  to  his  lordship,  or  to  leave  a  copy,  as  he  might 
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prefer.  He  said  that  Lord  Lyons  had  already  sent  a  copy  of  them,  which 
he  had  read.  His  opinion  on  that  subject  was  sufficiently  known.  He 
would  therefore  take  a  copy,  which  I  accordingly  put  into  his  hands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  547.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtorty  April  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  March  20  (No.  353)  has  been  received.    •      • 
It  has  not  been  gratifying  to  this  government  to  see  that  consultations 
concerning  our  internal  alfairs  have  been  held  by  representatives  of 
foreign  powers  with  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  dissented  from 
the  policy  of  the  President.        •  •  •  #        But^  on  the 

other  hand,  the  greater  responsibility  for  the  improper  communications 
manifestly  rested  with  the  citizens  who  encouraged  and  probably  sought 
the  illicit  intercourse.  The  discontented  state  of  the  public  mind  at  the 
moment  when  our  suspicions  were  aroused  made  it  seem  inexpedient  then 
to  institute  proceedings  against  those  citizens.  It  would  not  have  been 
magnanimous  to  complain  of  the  compromised  foreigner  and  leave  the 
conspiring  citizens  unrebuked. 

Fortunately,  the  injurious  proceeding  culminated  in  the  propositions 
of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys.  The  necessity  for  answering  that  communi- 
cation furnished  the  occasion  equally  to  show  the  determination  of  the 
government  and  to  elicit  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  regard  to  every 
form  of  foreign  intervention  and  intrigue.  The  result  has  been  so 
entirely  satisfactory  as  to  enable  the  President  to  overlook,  as  merely 
harmless  incidents  in  our  great  struggle,  the  injurious  consultations  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  and  to  leave  the  parties  to  them  to  the  all-sufficient 
censure  of  public  opinion  throughout  the  world. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dte.y  &o.j  dx. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  627.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtony  June  15, 1863. 
Sir:         #••••••• 

Intervention  or  even  recognition  of  the  insurgents  by  foreign  nations 
must  in  any  case  be  expected  to  result  in  a  foreign  war,  more  or  less  wide 
and  universaJly  dangerous.  Knowing  that  owing  to  the  doubts  and  diffi- 
culties which  attend  the  military  and  naval  operations,  foreign  nations 
are  continually  tempted  to  offensive  intervention  or  interference,  we  have 

31  A  0— VOL.  I 
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come  to  contemplate  the  aggrayation  of  external  war  as  always  possible, 
and  at  no  time  improbable.  When  it  shall  come,  if  it  most  come,  it 
ought  to  find  us  armed  with  the  plea  that  we  have  neither  made  it,  nor 
re^iily  or  unwisely  provoked  it.  We  think  that  we  can  better  afiford  to 
err  on  the  side  of  prudence  than  incur  the  responsibility  of  a  disastrous 
complication  that  with  reasonable  moderation  could  be  avoided.  * 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  <£o.,  &o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

'So.  438.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londorij  June  2(T,  1863. 

Sm:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  question  proposed  by  Mr.  Eoebuck,  as  a  test  of  the  sense  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  America,  is  assigned  for  the  30th  instant.  I 
understand  it  is  yet  to  be  modified,  so  as  to  fit  the  supposed  minimum  of 
resistance  that  can  be  applied  to  it.  In  the  meanwhile  Messrs.  Boebuck 
and  Lindsay  are  reported  to  have  been  to  Paris,  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  self-appointed  negotiators  for  the  co-operation  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  and  to  have  obtained  some  sort  of  favorable  expression  of  senti- 
ment from  him.    This  is  a  new  species  of  influence  to  bring  to  bear  in 

England  with  any  hope  of  success. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  439.]  LEaATioN  OF  the  United  States, 

London^  June  2^^  1863. 

Sm :  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  I  yesterday  learned  from  a 
good  source  that  Baron  Gros^  the  French  ambassador  at  this  court, 
expressed  it  as  his  individual  opinion  that  the  Emperor  would  soon  renew 
his  proposition  to  the  British  government  to  recognize  the  rebel  author- 
ities, and  in  case  the  ministry  should  decline  to  move,  he  would  then  pro- 
ceed idone.  At  the  same  time  he  took  care  to  disclaim  speaking  from 
authori^  or  any  positive  knowledge.  I  have  this  from  a  person  entirely 
trustworthy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr,  Adanis  to  Mr.  Seward 

[Extract.] 

No.  441.]  Legation  op  the  Uniteb  States, 

London^  July  1, 1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit,  out  of  the  ordinary  course,  a  report*  of  the  proceed 
ings  in  the  House  of  Commons  last  night,  on  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Eoebuck.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  awkward  situation  than  that 
in  which  he  has  succeeded  in  placing  as  well  his  own  government  afi  the 
Emperor  of  the  French. 

A  painful  sense  of  this  is  marked  in  the  leader  in  this  morning's  Times 
on  the  subject.  The  struggle  between  inclination  and  prudence  is  sin- 
gularly betrayed  in  the  admission  that  the  speech  was  heard  by  the  House 

with  pleasure.    The  debate  will  probably  be  resumed  on  Thursday. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAI^OIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  323.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

FariSj  July  2, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to-day  the  sub- 
stance of  your  dispatch  No.  357. 

•  •••••••• 

I  then  called  his  attention  to  the  statements  of  Mr.  Boebuck,  in  the 
British  Parliament,  made  yesterday,  as  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the 
Emperor  in  reference  to  the  recognition  of  the  South.  He  expressed 
much  regret  that  Mr.  Boebuck  should  have  made  statements  of  what 
must  have  been  at  best  an  unofiftcial  and  private  conversation;  and,  as  to 
those  parts  of  the  statement  in  which  he  says  the  Emperor  authorized 
him  to  communicate  his  views  on  this  subject  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
he  said  it  could  not  be  so;  such  a  proceeding  would  have  been  so  irreg- 
ular that  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  suppose  that  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Boebuck  could  have  originated  otherwise  than  in  a  misunderstanding 
or  mistake;  that,  in  point  of  fact,  no  official  communication  of  any  hind 
has  recently  passed,  on  this  subject*  between  France  and  England.  He 
said  that  it  was  not  improbable  tnat  the  Emperor  had  stated,  in  the 
course  of  conversation,  that  his  views  on  the  subjects  remained  unchanged, 
and  that  he  wished  to  act  in  concert  with  England  in  reference  to  Amer- 
ican af&irs;  but  he  was  satisfied  that  he  had  suggested  nothing  and  pro- 
posed nothing  to  be  communicated  to  the  British  government.  I  told  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  that  I  assumed  no  right  to  inquire  as  to  the  private  con- 
versations of  the  Emperor,  but  here  was  a  case  in  which  it  was  said  the 
Emperor  had  authorized  two  members  of  the  British  Parliament  to  make 
statements  in  that  chamber  for  the  purpose  of  inHuendng  its  policy  against 

*For  inoloscird  see  Parliamentary  and  Judloial  Appendix,  No.  26. 
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the  United  States ;  that  under  such  circumstances  ^if  true)  the  commnnica- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  assumed  a  quasi  official  character,  and 
it  was,  therefore,  the  fair  subject  of  inquiry  and  explanation.  To  this 
he  assented,  and  said  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  speak  of  the  exact 
words  of  a  conversation  at  which  he  was  not  himself  present,  but  he  was 
satisfied  it  could  not  have  been  as  represented.  He  said,  further,  that 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Roebuck  seemed  to  him  contradictory  in  itself,  and 
we  know  that  part  of  it  in  which  the  Emperor  is  made  to  complain  of  ill 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  Earl  Eussell,  in  exposing  his  dispatch  of  last 
year  to  you,  must  in  some  way  be  untrue  or  absurd.  The  contents  of 
that  dispatch,  you  will  recollect,  were  communicated  to  me  by  the  French 
government,  and  by  me  to  you  before  it  was  in  any  way  made  public, 
and  the  dispatch  itself  was  immediately  afterwards  printed  in  the  Moni- 
teur.  It  is  preposterous  to  suppose  that  his  Majesty  could  have  com- 
plained that  the  British  government  had  committed  a  breach  of  confi- 
dence in  communicating  to  you  what  it  had  already  formally  communi- 
cated to  me.  •  •  •  It  may  not  be  amiss  that  I  should  state  that 
the  Emperor  himself,  since  the  visit  of  Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Eoebuck,  has 
said  explicitly  that  he  had  given  no  authority  to  those  gentlemen  to 
propose  any  thing,  or  in  any  way  to  represent  his  views  to  the  British 
government.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  these  discrepancies  can 
be  accounted  for. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  before  closing  the  conversation,  repeated  his 
often  expressed  wish  for  the  termination  of  our  war,  and  said  he  would 
be  glad  if  England  could  suggest  some  mode  by  which  it  might  be  brought 
about;  but  for  himself  he  could  see  nothing  which  would  be  available 
for  that  purpose.  I  took  occasion  again  to  assure  him  that  it  certainly 
would  not  be  brought  to  a  close  by  a  recognition  of  the  South;  that  such 
an  act  might  extend  and  enlarge  the  war  by  drawing  other  nations  into 
it,  but  it  would  have  no  effect  on  the  United  States  except  to  exasperate 
the  North  and  excite  it  to  increased  exertions.  To  this  he  made  no  reply. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — ^Inclosed  is  the  extract*  from  Mr.  Eoebuck's  speech. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Extract.] 

Ko.  446.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  3, 1863. 

Sm :  The  effect  of  Tuesday  night^s  debate  was  very  severe  on  Mr. 
Boebuck,  who  seems  to  have  lost  by  it  the  remnant  of  political  consid- 
eration which  he  once  eiyoyed.  His  extraordinary  attempt  to  influ- 
ence the  action  of  the  house  by  the  use  of  the  authority  of  the  Emperor 
of  the  French,  as  well  as  his  presuming  to  make  himself  the  medium  of 
an  appeal  to  Parliament  against  the  conduct  of  the  ministry,  have  had 
the  consequences  which  might  naturally  be  expected  by  any  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  English  character.  Thus  it  happened  that  Mr.  Eoe- 
buck, though  addressing  an  assembly  a  great  portion  of  whom  sympa- 

*For  indosore  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  No.  26. 
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« 

tbized  with  him  in  his  object,  demolished  his  cause,  whilst  on  the  other 
hand,  Mr.  Bright,  even  whilst  running  counter  to  the  predisposition  of 
most  of  his  hearers,  succeeded  in  extorting  a  general  tribute  of  admira- 
tion of  his  eloquent  and  convincing  reply. 

But  though  the  fate  of  Mr.  Eoebuck's  motion  was  sealed  by  the  course 
of  the  debate  of  that  evening,  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  there  is  not  a 
steady  increase  of  tbe  disposition  in  high  quarters  to  take  some  action 
or  other  in  favor  of  the  rebels.  This  is  much  stimulated  by  the  assiduous 
labors  of  the  rebel  emissaries  to  produce  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  a 
great  diversion  of  opinion  among  us,  as  to  the  propriety  of  continuing 
the  war.  It  is  argued  that  some  action  on  this  side  would  now  have  an 
effect  to  diminish  all  hopes  of  success  in  restoration,  and  to  a  correspond- 
ing extent  to  make  the  advocates  of  peace,  who  would  gladly  welcome 
such  assistance,  to  preponderate.  The  only  effective  answer  to  such  a 
course  of  reasoning,  applied  to  minds  predisposed  to  conviction,  is  success 
in  the  war.  And  that  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  as  yet  denied  us.  Precisely  at 
this  moment  comes  the  intelligence  of  aggressive  movements  of  the  rebel 
army,  which  bear  the  look  of  power  not  met  by  corresponding  ability  to 
resist  them.  It  is  true  that  the  first  aspect  of  this  news  was  not  viewed 
with  favor,  because  it  was  thought  to  be  likely  to  revive  the  war  spirit 
and  reunite  opinion.  The  growuig  hope  is,  however,  that  a  stroke  may 
be  effected  which  will  be  so  decisive  as  to  render  some  operation  on. this 
side  more  natural  and  effective  presently  than  it  can  be  just  now. 

The  debate  was  last  evening  adjourned  over  to  a  week  from  Monday, 
evidently  for  the  purpose  of  awaiting  events.  But.it  seems  now  to  be 
the  general  opinion  that  the  government  will  not  give  facilities  to  a 
renewal  of  it  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  unless  the  circumstances 
should  have  essentially  become  changed  in  the  interval.  The  conflicting 
testimony  in  regard  to  the  Emperor's  course  is  made  even  more  inex- 
plicable by  the  declaration  last  night  of  Mr.  Layard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  647.]  Depaetment  op  State, 

Washington^  July  9, 1863. 

SiK:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  an  instruction, 
which  I  yesterday  addressed  to  Mr.  Dayton,  upon  the  subject  of  inter- 
vention in  the  affairs  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  c&c,  itc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  368.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  July  8, 1863. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  June  22,  No.  317,  has  been  received.  So  much  of 
it  as  relates  to  international  postal  arrangements  has  been  communicated 
to  the  Postmaster  General. 
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Fresh  rumors  of  imperial  sympathy  with  the  insurgents  of  this  country, 
and  of  intentions  of  the  cabinet  at  Fontainebleau  to  teuew  its  propo- 
sitions for  moral  action  of  European  govemments  in  our  domestic  affairs 
preceded  the  arrival  of  your  dispatch,  and  now  borrow  a  certain  measure 
of  confirmation  from  it.  Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  these  reports, 
it  is  morally  certain  that  they  are  promulgated,  not  by  l^e  French 
government,  but  by  emissaries  of  the  insurgents  in  Europe,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  the  intervention  they  threaten  us  with.  The  rumors 
may,  therefore,  be  received  with  much  allowance.  The  government  of 
the  United  States,  with  unanimity  unprecedented  in  its  councils,  has 
already,  inoffensively,  and  with  homing  respect,  made  known  to  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  that  any  new  demonstration  of  activity  by  him 
prejudicial  to  the  unity  of  the  American  people  will  be  necessarily 
regarded  as  unfriendly,  and  will  produce  a  strain  upon  the  fraternal 
bonds  that  have  so  long  united  the  two  countries.  We  should  profoundly 
regret  a  proceeding  that  would  be  followed  by  such  a  consequence.  We 
cannot  think  so  unkindly  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  as  to  believe 
that  his  recent  success  in  Mexico  would  influence  his  judgment  upon  a 
question  so  entirely  index>endent  of  the  merits  of  his  war  against 
that  republic,  and  at  the  same  time  so  profoundly  interesting  to  the 
United  States.  If  his  impartial  judgment  could,  indeed,  be  swerved  by 
such  accidents  as  the  capture  of  Puebla  and  Mexico,  we  should  then  be 
entitled  to  believe  that  it  would  return  to  its  first  policy  when  he  shall 
have  received  intelligence  of  the  defeat  that  our  insurgents  have  recently 
sustained  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  even  more  significant  event  of  tiie 
surrender  of  Yicksburg,  which  has  just  taken  place. 

The  question  recurs^  however,  what  are  you  to  do  in  view  of  these  new 
alarms  Y  I  am  authorized  to  reply  that  you  will  not  be  expected  to  seek 
beforehand  to  penetrate  the  Imperial  determination,  or  to  manifest  any 
anxiety  concerning  it.  If  the  Emperor  shall,  by  any  official  act,  violate 
the  sovereignty  which  you  represent,  your  functions  wiU  be  susi)ended. 
If  he  shall  go  further  than  to  propose,  either  separately  or  in  conjunction 
with  any  other  power^  to  again  address  the  tlnited  States  concerning 
their  affairs,  you  will  inform  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  that  you  have  good 
reason  to  expect  that  they  will  not  in  any  case  be  induced  to  depart 
from  the  course  they  have  so  distinctly  indicated  in  regard  to  foreign 
intervention. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <feo.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  448.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  July  9, 1863. 

Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  from  629  to  634,  inclusive,  and  of  a  telegram,  in 
cipher,  relating  to  the  intercepted  correspondence,  desired  by  Mr.  Dudley. 
I  learn  from  him,  however,  that  the  original  letters,  being  the  only 
papers  that  could  be  of  any  use  in  the  trial,  did  not  come  after  all. 

Ko  material  change  ha«  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  things  here. 
Lord  Palmerston  has  recovered  sufficiently  from  his  illness  to  appear  in 
the  House,  and  on  Monday  he  consented  to  an  assignment  of  Monday 
next  for  the  continuance  of  the  discussion  on  Mr.  Eoebuck's  motioiu 
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There  is  as  yet  no  explanation  of  the  divergency  between  the  statements 
made  by  him,  and  corroborated  by  Mr.  I^dsay,  and  those  authorized 
by  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  Mr.  Eoebuck's  advocacy  of  the  rebel 
cause  has  done  it  no  good.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  not  advisable  to 
misconceive  the  nature  of  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  Parliament  and  in 
the  higher  classes,  which  only  awaits  a  favorable  occasion  to  Md 
expression.  I  now  learn  that  the  latest  accounts  from  America  of  the 
apathy  of  the  population  of  the  middle  States  in  resisting  the  move- 
ments of  General  Lee  are  hailed  as  symptoms,  of  the  proximate  surren- 
der of  the  United  States  at  discretion.  We  have  heretofore  had,  during 
the  course  of  this  war,  a  capitulation  of  General  McGlellan,  with  his 
army,  and  one  of  General  Hooker,  with  his  force,  but  it  seems  that  now 
comes  the  turn  of  the  government  and  x>eople.  These  are  worUiy  of 
notice  only  as  indications  how  much  the  wish  is  father  to  titie  thought 
in  English  society. 

The  turn  which  the  debate  may  take  on  Monday  night  will  depend 
very  much  on  the  news  that  will  be  received  on  Saturday.  If  it  be  of  a 
kind  to  encourage  the  expression  of  what  is  really  felt,  I  shall  not  be 
surprised  to  find  it  very  offensive  in  some  quarters.  The  opposition 
leaders  are  generally  disinclined  to  any  demonstrations  whatever.  Seve- 
ral of  them,  in  resdity,  rather  sympathize  with  us.  But  the  body  of 
their  party  continue  animated  by  the  same  feelings  to  America  which 
brought  on  the  revolution,  and  which  drove  us  into  the  war  of  1812. 
Mr.  Eoebuck  gave  expression  to  them  in  a  manner  which  rather  alarmed 
the  timid,  who  prefer  not  to  commit  themselves  to  what  they  have  a 
lurking  conviction  not  to  be  exactly  creditable  to  the  nation.  He  is, 
however,  entitled  to  consideration  for  his  honesty  and  frankness.  It  is, 
perhaps,  as  well  for  the  two  countries  that  there  should  be  no  want  or 
evidence  on  the  record  to  establish  the  facts  aa  they  really  are  for  all 
future  time.  I  know  not  where  we  should  be  able  to  look  for  more  for- 
cible arguments  in  favor  of  a  permanent  IJhion,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
requisite  means  to  defend  ourselves  against  the  efforts  of  such  palpable 
m^evolence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  649.]  DBPART3CBNT  OP  STATE, 

Washington^  July  10, 1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a         •         • 
instruction,  which  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  Mr.  Dayton,  relative  to 
French  intervention  in  our  civil  war, 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WttLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  (&c.^  &o. 


488  CLAIMS   AGAINST  GREAT  BBITAIK. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

No.  369.]  DKPAfiTMENT  OP  StATB, 

WashingUmj  Juh^lOj  1863. 

Sir  :  In  a  confidential  communication  which  was  written  at  London, 
on  the  26th  of  May,  by  a  responsible  person,  who  is  most  unlikely  to  be 
misinformed  or  to  be  misled  concerningany  fact  which  he  accept«,  I  have  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  Baron  Gros,  the  French  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  Great  Britain,  has  recently  expressed  it  as  his  individual  opinion 
that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  would  soon  renew  his  proposition  to  the 
British  government  to  recognize  the  rebel  authorities,  (in  the  United 
States,)  and  in  case  the  ministry  should  decline  to  move,  he  would  then 
proceed  alone.  At  the  same  time  the  ambassador  took  care  to  disclaim 
speaking  from  authority  or  any  positive  knowledge. 

The  person  who  wOl  deliver  you  this  communication  is  authorized  to 
give  you  the  name  of  my  correspondent  for  your  own  better  satisfaction, 
and  to  be  used  by  you  if,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  existing  at  Paris, 
when  this  dispatch  shall  reach  you,  it  shall  seem  either  necessary  or 
expedient. 

I  wiU  not  repeat  here  the  reasons  I  have  heretoifore  communicated  to 
you  for  distrusting  reports  of  injurious  designs  on  the  part  of  the  Bmi)eror. 
I  have  still  less  occasion  to  repeat  that  such  a  design  as  is  attributed  to 
his  Majesty  will  be  deemed  unfriendly  by  this  government.  I  may,  how- 
ever, properly  state  what  I  wrote  in  ray  last  dispatch,  that  the  condition 
of  military  affairs  here  is  such  as  to  warrant  a  belief  that,  even  if  his 
Majesty  has  entertained  such  a  design,  he  would  relinquish  it  when  that 
condition  shall  become  known  to  him.  I  now  add  to  this  statement,  that, 
after  hearing  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  insurgents  at  Gettysburg,  and 
the  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  Mr.  Mercier  called  upon  me  and  congratu- 
lated me  upon  the  events,  and  declared  without  reserve  that  he  regarded 
these  disa<sters  as  fatal  to  the  insurrection.  He  tendered  me  his  good 
ofiices  to  the  extent  of  suggesting  to  his  government  that  they  should 
cause  the  insurgent's  to  understand  that  they  could  no  longer  look  to  it 
for  recognition,  saying  that  such  a  suggestion  was  due  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  the  United  States,  upon  considerations  of  friendship  and  humanity. 
I  did  not  accept  the  overture,  although  I  thanked  him  cordially  for  making 
it.  My  only  reason  for  waiving  it  was  that  an  acceptance  might  possibly 
be  construed  into  a  willingness  to  invoke  foreign  influence  in  oiu*  domestic 
conflict;  that  the  remarks  attributed  by  my  informant  to  the  French 
ambassador  at  London  are  deemed  too  important  to  this  country  to  be 
overlooked  by  this  government,  while  they  justify  us  in  asking  Mr.  Droujn 
de  Lhuys  for  an  explanation  of  the  policy  of  the  Emperor  in  regard  to  the 
civil  war  existing  in  the  United  States.  You  will,  however,  not  regard 
the  instruction  as  i)eremptory,  if,  in  your  judgment,  formed  upon  better 
knowledge  than  we  can  have  here  of  the  dispositions  of  the  French 
government,  it  shall  be  inexpedient  to  agitate  the  subject.  You  will  also 
consult  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  manner  of  asking  the  explanation, 
it  being  possible  that  it  will  be  best  to  take  a  course  informal  and  confi- 
dential. You  may,  if  you  think  it  best,  solicit  the  explanation  with  refer- 
ence to  its  influence  upon  your  own  position  and  movements,  or  you 
may  intimate  that  this  government  desires  it  in  order  to  determine  its 
own  course  of  proceedings,  in  view  of  the  policy  that  the  Emperor's 
government  may  be  about  to  adopt. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  dtcy  &o.^  dto. 


CLAIMS  A0AIN8T  OBEAT  BRITAIN.  489 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

m 

No.  660.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  July  11, 1863. 

SiB:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  further  inform^on  on  the  subject, 
a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  26th  ultimo,  No.  321,  which  I  have  just  received 
from  Mr.  Dayton,  relative  to  intervention  or  recognition  of  the  insurgents 
against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  together  with  a  copy  of 
my  reply  of  Siis  date. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  <E;c.,  &c. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Ko.  321.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  June  26, 1863. 

Sib:  I  herewith  inclose  you  the  translation  of  a  communication  in 
La  France,  and  copy  of  the  paper  itself;  this  journal  having,  it  is 
supposed  by  the  diplomatic  corps,  a  certain  indirect  connection  with 
the  government.  As  the  substance  of  this  communication  was  in 
conformity  with  information  reported  to  me  from  other  sources,  I  felt 
justified^  yesterday,  in  asking  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  distinctly  if  any 
change  m  the  policy  of  this  government  towards  us  was  contemplated, 
whether  anything  was  in  agitation.  He  said  first  that  he  knew  of  nothing, 
but  added  that  he  had  not  seen  the  Emperor  for  some  days,  and  he  could 
not  therefore  answer  for  what  he  had  said  or  done.  He  informed  me, 
however,  that  he  Was  satisfied  that  the  Emperor  had  seen  Mr.  Slidell 
here,  and  he  believed  that  he  had  se^n  Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Eoebuck  at 
Fontainebleau,  but  of  the  latter  fact  he  did  not  speak  with  certainty.  I 
have,  however,  no  doubt  of  it,  nor  have  I  any  doubt  that  their  mission 
to  Fontainebleau  was  to  get  directly  from  tiie  Emperor  the  expression 
of  his  views  with  a  view  to  its  influence  in  the  British  Parliament.  I 
have  heard  it  said  that  the  conference  with  Mr.  Slidell  was  mainly  in 
reference  to  the  policy  of  thetjonfederate  government  in  regard  to  the 
French  invasion  of  Mexico,  and  its  probable  conduct  towards  them  if 
they  should  wish  to  make  the  South  a  basis  of  operations  against  that 
country,  upon  all  of  which  Mr.  Slidell  of  course  gave,  it  is  said,  most 
satisfactory  assurances.  This  Mexican  question  has  become  a  most 
prominent  one  in  the  policy  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  more  his  invasion 
of  that  country  is  complained  of,  the  more  anxious  does  he  seem  as  to  its 
success.  Notwithstanding  that  professions  of  friendship  and  good  feeling 
are  so  constantly  made  on  the  part  of  this  government,  I  am  constrained 
to  say  (as  1  have  heretofore  substantially  said)  that  I  am  always  some- 
what distrustful  of  them.  I  should  have  confidence  in  what  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  says  to  me  of  the  policy  of  France,  if  he  commanded  the 
situation,  but  he  does  not.  There  is  a  self-judging,  governing,  and  reti- 
cent power  behind  him.  I  sometimes  fear  that  we  have  gone  so  long  and 
escaped  so  far  all  foreign  interference,  that  we  underrate  its  probable 
danger.  I  do  not  mean  the  danger  of  an  actual  forcible  interference, 
but  the  danger  of  a  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  South.  This 
recognition  these  foreign  governments  do  not  believe  would  be  just 
cause  of  war,  nor  that  it  would  lead  to  it. 
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I  take  it  for  granted  that,  as  we  have  heard  nothing  to  the  contrary, 
the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Adams,  (a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to 
me,)  as  to  the  conduct  to  be  adopted  by  us  in  the  event  of  recognition, 
remain  yet  the  expression  of  the  wishes  and  directions  of  the  government 
Please  let  me  hear  from  you  upon  this  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  yoftr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DATTOK 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Extract  from  the  jonmal  La  France. — ^Translation.] 

"We  understand  that  Mr.  Slidell,  envoy  of  the  Confederate  States, 
was  received  on  Thursday  last  by  the  Emperor,  during  the  short  stay 
that  his  Majesty  made  at  Paris. 

"  We  have  reas6n  to  believe  that  the  visit  of  Mr.  Slidell  was  connected 
with  the  idea  of  recognizing  the  Confederate  States  of  the  South,  and  of 
thus  giving  new  force  to  the  peace  party,  which  is  increasing  every  day 
in  the  States  of  the  North. 

"  The  sympathies  of  the  South  for  France  have  just  been  manifested  in 
a  striking  manner.  Eichmond  has  been  illuminated  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  capture  of  Puebla,  while  this  great  feat  of  arms  was  received  at 
the  North  with  an  undissembled  feeling  of  regret.  We  are  informed  also 
that  Messrs.  Eoebuck  and  Lindsay,  members  of  the  British  Parliament, 
have  had  the  honor  of  being  received  by  his  Majesty  the  Emperor. 

"It  is  known  that  these  honorable  deputies  have  presented  a  motion 
in  Parliament,  which  ought  to  be  discussed  next  week,  and  which  has  for 
its  object  the  recognition  of  the  southern  States. 

"The  cause  of  the  confederates  gains  new  sympathies  every  day,  and 
their  heroic  resistance  on  the  one  side,  on  the  other  the  impotence  of  the 
armies  of  the  Korth,  prove  that  there  is  in  them  a  people  strongly  organ- 
ized, worthy,  in  fine,  to  be  admitted  among  the  independent  states. 

"We  are  assured  that  Spain  in  particular  WiU  show  herself  disposed 
to  recognize  the  South  upon  the  condition,  easy  to  be  arranged,  that  the 
new  confederation  would  recognize  in  its  turn  the  secular  rights  of  the 
Spanish  government  over  tilie  island  of  Cuba,  and  would  interdict  itself 
from  aU  aggression  against  this  island. 

"A.  EEKAULD." 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  370.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtouj  July  11, 1863. 

Sib:  Your  dispatch  of  June  26  (No.  321)  has  just  come  to  my  hands, 
but  not  until  after  I  had  dispatched  Mr.  Cox  with  a  communication,  which 
in  a  great  measure  anticipated  the  information  you  have  now  given  to  me, 
and  the  inquiry  you  have  propounded  to  me. 

Never  more  than  now  have  we  experienced  so  fully  the  political  incon- 
venience  and  hazards  which  result  from  a  want  of  telegraphic  communi- 
cation. On  the  European  shore  the  public  mind  is  filled  with  complaints 
of  the  impotence  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States.  On  our  side  the 
great  and  brilliant  victories  recently  won  by  those  armies  are  celebrated 
as  assuring  a  complete  and  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  insurrection. 
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Yoa  will  accept  the  President's  thanks  for  the  vigilance  with  which  yon 
have  watched  i)olitical  movements  in  France,  and  you  will,  in  the  event 
of  any  proceedings  of  intervention  or  recognition,  adhere  to  and  follow 
the  instructions  upon  that  subject  heretofore  given. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H  SEWAED. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fec.,  (to. 


Mr.  AdamB  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  452.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  16, 1863. 

The  only  event  of  interest  during  the  week  has  been  the  final 
withdrawal  of  his  nfotion  by  Mr.  Eoebuck.  I  transmit  a  report  of  the 
debate  of  Monday  evening.  The  part  taken  in  it  by  Mr.  Lindsay  will 
not  escape  your  attention,  and,  more  especially,  l^e  allusions  to  a 
correspondent  at  Paris,  through  whom  the  conference  with  the  Emperor 

was  obtained. 

•  •  •  •  •  •^# 

The  subject  is  disposed  of  for  the  present  session  of  Parliament, 
unless  revived  by  some  extraordinary  course  from  without.    The  pres- 
ent impression  is,  that  the  prorogation  will  take  pla<5e  about  the  28th 
instant,  in  which  case  little  more  business  will  be  done  after  this  week. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRAifCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  above- referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appen- 
dix, No.  27.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract.] 

No.  374]  Depaetmbnt  of  State, 

Washingtofij  July  17, 1863. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  2d  of  July,  (No.  323,)  in  which  you  have  related  a  conversation 
which  you  have  just  before  held  wifli  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  upon 

several  subjects  affecting  our  relations  with  France. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  submitted  to  the  President  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  observations 
concerning  the  reported  conversation  held  between  his  Mojestj  and 
Messrs.  l^ebuck  and  Lindsay,  at  Fontainebleau.  I  am  allowed  the 
pleasure  of  approving  your  proceeding  and  observations  relating  to  that 
subject ;  also  to  say  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys's  replies  harmonize  with 
the  views  of  the  imperial  conversation  which  I  had  taken  when  the 
contradictory  and  irreconcilable  accounts  of  it  reached  me.  I  did  not 
doubt  that  the  remarks  of  the  Emperor,  whatever  they  were,  were 
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casual,  unstudied,  and  informal  utterances,  not  intended  or  expected  to 
be  made  tlie  basis  of  diplomatic  movements  or  proceedings  in  England 
or  elsewhere,  and  at  the  same  time  complaisautly,  in  some  degree, 
accommodated  to  the  taste  and  temper  of  his  \'isitors.  You  were  alto- 
gether right  in  correcting  the  strange  misapprehension  which  assumed 
that  the  British  government  had  disloyally  shown  to  me  confidential 
dispatches  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  The  moment  I  saw  that  statement 
I  caused  a  correction  of  it  to  be  published,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy,  to 
be  communicated  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys.  I  have  read  in  the  Moniteur 
what  is  understood  to  be  an  authorized  explanation  by  the  Emperor  of 
his  aforementioned  conversatfon.  The  statement  relieves  it  of  some 
points  that  could  not  but  excite  sensibility  in  the  United  States.  But 
there  yet  remains  in  the  transaction  evidence  of  misapprehension,  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty,  concerning  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States, 
which  this  government  perceives  with  regret,  and  not  without  surprise, 
in  view  of  the  perfectly  direct  and  frank  expressions  which,  under  the 
directions  of  the  President,  you  have  heretofore  given  to  the  Emperor's 
minister  for  foreign  affairs.  I  reserve  further  discussion  of  the  subject, 
however,  until  I  shall  have  learned  the  final  proceedings  of  the  British 
government  upon  the  motion  instituted  in  the  House. of  Commons  by 
Mr.  Eoebuck,  with  which  proceedings  those  of  the  Emperor  are  so 
singularly  connected. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.  cfec,  dtc,  &c. 


COREECTION. 

Washington,  July  15, 1863. 

The  Secretary  of  State  authorizes  a  correction  of  the  statement  made 
in  the  British  Parliament  that  the  British  governi^ent  showed  to  him 
the  communication,  made  last  winter  by  the  French  government  to  the 
British  government,  on  the  subject  of  mediation  in  the  United  States. 
The  first  knowledge  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  of 
the  French  proposition  was  received  from  the  French  government  itself. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'So.  656.]  Depaetmbnt  of  State, 

WasUnfftonf  July  18, 1863. 

Sm:  Your  dispatch  of  July  1  (Ko.  441)  has  been  received,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  debate  which  occurred  on  the  30th  of  June  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Boebuck  for  proceedings  hostile 
to  the  United  States. 

I  perceive  that  the  discussion  was  adjourned  to  the  9th  instant.  I 
shall  therefore  defer  consideration  of  it  until  we  shall  have  learned  here 
the  answer  which  the  government  of  Great  Britain  has  given  to  Mr. 
Roebuck's  proposition. 

Meantime,  however^  I  must  not  omit  to  say  that  I  lost  no  time  in 
putting  fortii  a  correction  of  the  statement  that  her  Majesty's  government 
had  abused  the  Emperor's  confidence  by  putting  into  my  hands  a  printed 
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commnnication  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys.    A  copy  of  that  publication* 
accompanies  this  dispatch. 

If  it  seems  possible  to  draw  consolation  for  errors  of  our  own  citizens 
from  parallel  mistakes  committed  by  subjects  of  other  powers,  I  might 
remark  with  some  satisfaction  that  the  irregular  diplomacy  of  some 
Americans  sojourning  in  Europe  compares  not  unfavorably  with  the 
achievements  of  Mr.  Eoebuck,  as  a  voluntary  negotiator  between  her 
Majesty's  government  and  that  of  France. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Chasles  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  &c.j  i&e. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Sevbard. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  329.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris^  July  30,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  messenger,  Mr.  Cox,  arrived  in  Paris  on  Saturday  night 
last  with  your  dispatches  Nos.  368  and  369. 

Upon  careful  examination  of  their  contents,  I  found  that  I  had,  in  a 
great  measure,  anticipated  your  instructions,  and  communicated  to  you 
the  result  in  my  dispatch  of  July  2d,  l^o.  323.  Indeed,  upon  reading  that 
dispatch  to  Mr.  Cox,  he  said  at  once  that  had  it  been  received  before  he 
left  the  country  you  would  not,  probably,  have  sent  him  to  Europe.  After 
consulting  with  him,  I  deemed  it  most  prudent,  especially  in  view  of  the  late 
favorable  news  from  the  United  States,  not  to  make  a  formal  application 
to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  for  a  special  interview  in  reference  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  your  dispatch,  but  to  wait  until  his  regular  reception  day,  and 
then,  in  connection  with  other  business  at  the  Foreign  Office,  introduce 

the  subject  incidentally.    This  I  have  done. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  then  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  journals  of  our  country 
were  now  largely  commenting  upon  the  position  and  purposes  of  the 
Emperor  in  reference  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the 
South,  and  that  certain  matters  in  connection  with  the  conversation 
between  the  Emperor  and  Messrs.  Eoebuck  and  Lindsay,  as  reported  by 
them,  were  calculated  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  Emperor  wished  to 
acknowledge  the  South,  and  was  held  back  by  England  only.  I  further 
stated  that  it  had  been  reported,  from  most  reliable  sources,  that  Baron 
Gros  had  said  the  Emperor  would  make  another  proposition  to  England 
to  act  with  him  in.  acknowledging  the  South,  and  if  she  would  not  do 
it,  he  would  act  alone.  That  these  matters  were  calculated  to  create 
unpleasant  feeling  in  the  United  States  towards  the  imperial  government, 
and,  if  not  true,  I  thought  it  desirable  for  the  interests  of  both  countries 
that  they  be  corrected.  I  furthermore  asked  him  distinctly  what  was 
the  policy  of  the  Emperor  in  reference  to  the  South.  You  will  observe 
that  in  this  way  I  reached  the  subject-matter  without  saying  I  had  had 
any  formal  instructions  from  my  government  to  interrogate  Prance  on 
these  questions.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  was,  in  substance, 
as  follows :  He  said  that  the  Emperor  had  at  no  time  made  any  proposition 
to  England  to  acknowledge  the  South.    That  when  Messrs.  Eoebuck 

*  See  the  preceding  commnnication. 
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and  Lindsay  came  over  they  pressed  him  hard  to  do  so.  They  said 
England  was  ready  to  acknowledge  the  Southj  and  would  do  so  if  it  were 
not  believed  that  France  would  refuse  to  foUow.  That  if  he  would  but 
say  the  wordj  their  proposition  for  acknowledgment  (then  pending  in  the 
House  of  Commons)  would  pass  at  once.  He  answered  that  he  had  given 
England  no  cause  to  believe  he  would  not  act  with  her;  that  the  only 
proposition  as  to  any  action  in  our  affairs  had  been  made  by  him  to 
England,  and  been  rejected  by  her.  They  then  urged  that  he  should 
make  the  proposition  for  acknowledgment  to  England,  which  he  declined 
to  do.  They  then  asked  if  they  might  communicate  his  views.  He 
answered  to  this,  merely,  that  his  views  on  the  subject  were  no  secret; 
but  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  says  he  never  dreamed  of  their  attempting  to 
use  them,  as  they  afterwards  did,  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  further- 
more told  them  that  he  would  not  act  alone  upon  any  important  matters^ 
either  on  the  continent  or  in  Amerioa^  and  more  especially  would  he  not  act 
alone  in  our  affairs. 

As  to  the  remarks  attributed  to  Baron  Gros,  he  would  scarcely  permit 
me  to  finish  the  statement  of  what  they  were.  He  began  shaking  his 
head  as  I  went  on,  and,  at  the  close,  promptly  said.  Baron  Gros  never 
made  such  remarks.  He  had  never  said  anything  of  the  kind,  official  or 
unofficial,  public  or  private,  as  if  knowing  the  views  of  the  baron  on  this 
question.  He  disclaimed  the  statement  for  him  in  the  most  positive  and 
explicit  manner. 

In  answer  to  my  question  as  to  the  policy  of  the  Emperor  in  reference 
to  the  South^  he  said  "  he  had  none ;  he  waited  on  events.''  This,  you  may 
remember,  I  long  since  apprised  you  was,  in  my  judgment,  what  he  was 
doing,  but  I  confess  I  began  to  fear  that,  unless  events  mended,  he  might 
think  that  he  had  waited  about  long  enough. 

After  some  other  remarks  and  questions  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  as 
to  our  recent  successes,  (the  importance  of  which,  especially  that  at 

Vicksburg,  he  seemed  fully  to  appreciate,)  our  conversation  closed. 

•  •••••••• 

I  commit  this  dispatch  to  Mr.  Cox,  though  it  will  not,  perhaps,  reach 
you  in  that  way  quite  as  early  as  by  our  oMinary  means  of  conveyance. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WHjLTAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.]  • 

Xo.  333.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

FariSj  August  6,  1863. 

Sm:  Your  dispatch  Ko.  374  refers,  among  other  things,  to  the  formal 
correction,  authorized  by  you,  of  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Roebuck,  iu 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  Emperor  complained  of  the  British 
government  having  disloyally  communicated  to  you  a  confidential  dis- 
patch of  the  French  government. 

I  read  your  statement  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  although  it  was  scarcely 
necessary.  We  had  heretofore  talked  the  matter  over,  and  the  misstate- 
ment of  Mr.  Boebuck  was  well  understood.  What  rendered  this  statement 
of  that  gentleman  the  more  extraordinary  is  the  fact  that,  after  the  most 
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diligent  searcli,  no  other  dispatcli,  as  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhnys  informs  me, 
can  be  found  in  the  foreign  office  of  this  government  to  which  his  state- 
ment can  possibly  apply.  And  Mr.  Layard,  yon  will  recollect,  made  a 
like  statement  as  to  t^e  files  in  the  British  Foreign  Office.  Take  it  all  in 
all,  it  was  the  most  ftitdle  and  abortive  attempt  to  help  on  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  South  that  men  in  prominent  position  ever  made.  Still,  that 
expos6  in  the  Moniteur,  to  which  you  refer,  while  denying  much  of  the 
statement  made  by  these  gentlemen,  admits  the  readiness  of  the  Emperor 
to  follow  England,  if  England  believes  that  such  acknowledgment  of 

the  South  would  end  the  war. 

•  ••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTOK 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Uo.  676.]  Department  of  State, 

Washinfftonj  August  10, 1863. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  23d  of  July  (No.  456)  was  duly  received. 
Your  comments  upon  the  condition  of  public  sentiment  in  Great  Britain 
would,  if  published,  And  an  universal  response  in  this  country.  But 
whitiier  is  the  animosity  against  the  United  States  which  inspires  a  class 
of  Englishmen  leading  England  t  They  have,  indeed,  been  gratified  with 
seeing  the  prestige  of  this  country  at  least  for  a  time  abridged.  But  has 
England  yet  gained  a  square  mile  of  territory,  or  has  she  extended  or 
augmented  her  great  influence  a  hair's  breadth,  through  the  humiliation 
we  have  brought  upon  ourselves  by  the  divisions  which  Englishmen 
seek  to  perpetuate  and  widen  t  Spain  occupies  a  province  which  perhaps 
she  might  not  have  claimed  if  our  country  had  remained  at  peace ;  and 
France  has  sent  a  column  to  Mexico  since  the  United  States  became 
embarrassed  by  civil  war.  But  England  has  no  part  in  these  European 
acquisitions  on  this  continent.  Has  the  voice  of  England  become  more 
commanding  in  Western  Europe,  or  in  China,  or  Japan  since  she  has 
been  made  to  appear  an  enemy  of  the  United  States  f  I  think  that  it  is 
not  on  her  word  that  the  peace  of  the  world  is  supposed  to  be  depending. 
What,  indeed,  is  the  American  quarrel,  which  already  divides  the  voices 
though  not  yet  the  votes  of  England,  but  a  civil  war  in  the  universal  com- 
monwealth of  the  British  races.  Great  Britain  has  not  yet  been  actively 
concerned  by  American  dissensions,  but  if  we  might  discuss  her  policy  as 
freely  as  her  statesmen  discuss  our  own,  I  think  I  might  safely  say  that 
she  does  not  feel  a  surer  confidence  in  preserving  the  integrity  of  her  great 
empire  than  we  do  in  maintaining  unbroken  the  large  but  more  compact 
and  productive  one  which  has  been  committed  to  our  care.  The  people  of 
Great  Britain  thought  more  dispassionately  and  acted  more  wisely  in 
cultivating  the  friendship  of  the  United  States  three  years  ago  than 
they  do  now  in  crowding  upon  the  line  where  prejudice  rises  into  alien- 
ation. We  must,  nevertheless,  accept  the  actual  situation.  Perhaps  it 
is  appointed  for  needful  discipline  to  both  branches  of  the  British  family. 
When  that  discipline  shall  have  been  fully  realized,  the  records  of  your 
legation  will  show  that  it  was  not  the  United  States  which  in  this  instance 
misunderstood  the  interests  of  the  great  race,  or  were  unfaithful  to  the 
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instincts  which  should  have  preserved  them  in  full  force  for  the  benefits 
of  civilization. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chart.es  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&o.,  <£c.,  (tc. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  334.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

FariSf  August  20, 1863. 

Sir:  I  read  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to-day  your  dispatch  No.  380, 
expressing  the  sentiment  of  the  President  in  reference  to  the  explanation 
in  the  Moniteur  of  the  views  and  purposes  of  the  Emperor  in  respect 
to  the  South,  and  his  conversation  with  Messrs.  Boebuck  and  Lindsay. 

I  furthermore  reminded  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  of  the  fact  that  your 
dispatch,  which  stated  that  our  government  would  consider  the  acknowl- 
edgement of  the  South  a-s  an  unfiiendly  act,  was  but  the  re-assertion  of 
that  which  had  been  said  to  him  before.  In  answer,  he  said  that  any 
discussion  of  this  subject  was  now  "ocewf^witc''  only,  leading  to  nothing 
practical ;  but  that  he  would  submit  the  cont-ents  of  your  dispatch  to 
the  Emperor.    For  this  purpose  I  left  with  him,  at  his  request,  a  copy. 

Mr.  Drouyn*  de  Lhuys  took  occasion  again  to  say  that  he  much 
regretted  that  that  private  conversation  had  been  made  public.  I  told 
him  that  I  feared  the  effect  had  been  to  occasion  an  unpleasant  distrust 
among  my  countrymen  as  to  the  feelings  and  purposes  of  his  Majesty, 
and  that  this  publication  in  the  Moniteur  was  calculated  not  to 
diminish,  but  to  strengthen  that  distrust.  I  told  him  it  looked  very 
much  as  if  the  Emperor  were  prompting  Great  Britain  to  acknowledge 
the  South,  by  suggesting  that  France  would  follow;  it  was  a  sort  of 
informal  offer  of  alliance  for  a  purpose  unfriendly  to  us.  He  said  that 
this  was  not,  in  fact,  so,  though  tJie  explanation  in  the  Moniteur 
might  possibly  bear  such  a  construction;  but  he  said  the  Emperor  had 
been  answering  Mr.  Roebuck's  averment  that  England  would  not 
acknowledge  the  confederates  because  she  feared  France  would  not 
foUow.  His  intended  answer  was,  in  substance:  England  has  no  right 
to  say  so.  because  my  proposition  for  mediation  is  all  that  has  been 
done,  and  that  was  declined  by  her.  He  meant,  in  what  he  said,  to 
imply  that  each  country  should  bear  its  own  burdens.  But  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  then  added,  this  all  grows  out  of  the  wrongful  publication  of 
a  mere  private,  unofficial  conversation.  There  is  no  doubt,  said  he,  that 
in  such  conversation  the  Emperor  would,  through  a  natural  courtesy, 
rather  lean  towards  the  views  or  prepossessions  of  the  parties  with  whom 
he  was  talking,  and  when  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  explain  in  the 
Moniteur  what  the  conversation  actually  was,  "he  would  not  falsify.'* 
But,  said  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  if  propositions  had  been  made  in  an 
official  shape,  calling  for  action,  he  would  probably  have  been  more 
guarded,  and  given  to  them  a  different,  or,  at  least,  more  grave  consid- 
eration; he  might  have  said  no,  these  things  demanded  reflection. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  the  conversation  on  this  point,  although 
more  passed,  but  notMng  of  an  importance  demanding  or  justifying  my 
reducing  it  to  writmg  in  the  form  of  a  dispatch* 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  L.  DAITOK 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Ko.  483.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  27, 1863. 

SiB:  On  a.  close  examination  of  yoar  dispatch  No.  667,  of  the  29th 
July,  I  discovered  not  a  little  difficulty  in  executing  the  duty  there 
imposed  upon  me. 

The  note  to  Lord  Russell,  a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted,  was  the 
result  of  my  most  careful  reflectiou.  I  trust  that  it  may  be  considered 
to  have  answered  the  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  August  22, 1863. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  lordship,  under 
instructions  from  my  government,  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  Mr. 
Dayton,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  by  the  Secretary  of 
State. .  I  am  directed  to  say  that  this  is  done  solely  out  of  respect  to 
her  Majesty's  government,  and  for  its  information,  and  not  from  any 
belief  that  it  has  had  any  purpose  or  desire  to  vary  from  the  policy 
hitherto  marked  out  for  itself  in  regard  to  the  difiiculties  in  the  United 
States.  The  peculiar  circumst^ances  attending  the  exposition  of  the 
views  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  as  made  in  Parliament  during  its 
late  session,  seem  to  render  it  no  more  than  a  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
President  to  communicate  his  opinion  that  the  recent  military  and  naval 
operations  of  the  United  States  justify  an  augmented  confidence  that  the 
insurrection,  if  it  do  not  receive  new  and  extensive  aid  from  abroad, 
must  fail.  Hence  the  appearance  of  an  intention  to  tender  such  aid,  at 
this  moment,  could  not  but  be  regarded  as  more  likely  to  increase  existing 
difficulties  than  to  overcome  them.  Not  doubting  that  this  is  also  the 
conviction  which  continues  to  regulate  the  action  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest 
consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  &e.y  &c.^  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

No.  380.]  Depab^tMent  of  State, 

Washington,  July  29, 1863. 

Sm :  Your  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  July,  No.  326,  has  been  received. 

The  M  niteur  of  the  6th  of  July  contained  what  is  understood  to  be 
an  authorized  exposition  of  the  views  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  in 
regard  to  the  civil  war  now  prevailing  in  the  United  States,  which,  for 
the  sake  of  accuracy,  I  append. 

32  A  0— VOL.  I  • 
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In  this  exposition  his  Majesty  is  represented  as  saying  that  he  has 
determined  to  give  the  British  cabinet  to  understand  that  if  Great  Brit- 
ain should  think  that  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  would  be  likely  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war  he  would  be  disposed  to  follow  her  in  that  course. 

The  President  has  read  this  announcement  with  surprise  and  regret. 
The  Emperor  has  not  been  left  by  this  government  in  doubt  upon  the 
point  that  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  would  be  regarded  by  it  as  an 
unfriendly  proceeding.  The  President  does  not  at  all  believe  that  her 
Majesty  would  adopt  such  a  measure  without  first  bestowing  a  careful 
consideration  upon  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  to  be  executed.  It 
is,  therefore,  your  duty  to  make  known  to  the  French  government  that, 
in  the  President's  opinion,  such  an  examination  would  result  in  a  con- 
viction that  our  civil  war  owes  the  length  and  severity  it  ha«  already 
attained  mainly  to  foreign  influences  and  aid.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
United  States  that  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  by  any  of  the  great 
powers  would  bring  with  it  only  new  complications  and  aggravations. 

You  will  read  this  dispatch  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  give  him  a 
copy,  if  it  shall  be  desired. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ifcc.,  <fec.,  dke. 


Mr.  Boehuck  and  the  French  Emperor. 

The  Paris  Moniteur  of  the  6th  instant  contained  the  following  in  refer- 
ence to  Mr.  Eoebuck's  late  visit  to  the  Emperor: 

^^Explanations  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  an  occurrence  which 
recently  took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Messrs.  Eoebuck  and 
Lindsay  visited  Fontainebleau  to  engage  the  Emperor  to  take  official 
steps  at  London  for  the  recognition  of  the  southern  States.  The  Em- 
peror expressed  his  desire  to  see  peace  restored  in  America,  but  observed 
that  England  having  declined  his  proposals  of  mediation  the  pre%ious 
October,  he  did  not  think  he  could  submit  a  new  proposition  without 
the  certainty  of  its  acceptance. 

"  His  Majesty  stated  further  that  his  embassador  should,  nevertheless, 
receive  instructions  to  sound  the  English  cabinet  upon  the  subject,  giving 
it  to  understand  that  if  England  thought  the  recognition  of  the  South 
likely  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  the  Emperor  was  disposed  to  follow  her 
in  that  course.  These  explanations  will  demonstrate  that  the  Emperor 
has  not  attempted  (as  certain  publications  pretend)  to  influence  the 
British  Parliament  by  the  medium  of  two  of  its  members.  All  that 
took  place  was  a  friendly  interchange  of  opinion  in  an  interview  which 
the  Emperor  saw  no  reason  to  refuse." 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  487.  J  liBaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Lmidofiy  /September  3,  1863. 

SiB:  Lord  Russell  has  acknowledged  the  reception  of  my  note  to  him 
of  the  22d  ultimo,  transmitting  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  No.  380  to  Mr. 
Dayton,  in  a  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted. 
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A  copy  of  mine  to  which  it  is  in  answer  was  sent  with  my  dispatch  No.. 
483,  of  the  27th  of  August. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon  William  H.  Seward, 

/Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  August  28, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the 
22d  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Dayton,  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris. 

As  you  state  that  this  communication  is  made  solely  out  of  respect  to 
her  Majesty's  government  and  for  its  information,  I  have  only  to  say 
that  I  aecept  it  in  the  same  spirit,  and  shall  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
enter  infx>  any  remarks  on  the  dispatch  to  Mr.  Dayton,  a  copy  of  which 
is  inclosed  in  your  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  cfcc,  <6c. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr,  Meroier. 

[Translation.] 

[NTo.  21.]    Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Diplomatic  Division, 

Faris^  September  16, 1863. 

Sir:  Mr.  Dayton,  who  exhibits  in  his  relations  with  me  a  great  confi- 
dence, and  a  rectitude  to  which  I  am  pleased  to  bear  testimony,  has  been 
moved  at  certain  rumors,  propagated  with  a  design  which  I  have  not  now 
to  inquire  into,  but  which  appear  lately  to  have  obtained  some  credit  at 
Paris,  and  he  has  come  to  converse  with  me  about  them.  According  to 
these  reports,  too  inconsiderately  accepted,  the  Emperor's  government 
has  decided  to  recognize  the  States  of  the  South,  and  a  treaty  has  even 
been  already  signed,  according  to  which  the  new  confederacy  is  to  cede 
to  France,  either  for  heiself,  or  that  she  may  make  a  retrocession  of  them 
to  Mexico,  Texas,  and  a  portion  of  Louisiana. 

At  the  moment  in  which  Mr.  Dayton  was  imparting  to  me  this  infor- 
mation, I  was  exactly  in  a  position  to  oft'er  him  information  for  information, 
and,  before  answering  the  questions  which  he  addressed  me,  I  asked  him 
if,  among  the  alarming  symptoms  for  the  maintenance  of  the  good 
relations  of  the  two  countries,  he  had  not,  like  myself,  received  other 
news,  likewise  difiiised  in  public,  such  a«,  for  instance,  the  transmission 
by  him  to  me  of  a  protest  from  his  government  against  our  expedition  {o 
Mexico  and  its  consequences;  the  conclusion  of  an  alliance,  offensive 
and  defensive,  between  the  United  States  and  Eussia;  the  appearance  of 
a  federal  fleet  before  Vera  Cruz,  &c.,  &c. 

In  regard  to  the  protest,  after  remarking  to  me  that  I,  better  than  any 
one  else,  knew  that  he  had  not  transmitt^  to  me  any,  Mr.  Dayton  said 
to  me  that^  under  the  promptings  of  the  general  tenor  of  the  corre- 
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spondence  of  Mr.  Seward,  and  of  the  knowledge  which  he  himself  had 
of  the  inclinations  of  his  fellow-citizens,  he  had  been  able  to  speak  to  me 
of  the  painful  impression  produced  on  public  opmion  in  his  country  by 
the  preponderant  intervention  of  a  European  power  in  an  American 
republic,  and  by  the  creation  of  a  monarchical  establishment  in  a  country 
acyacent  to  the  United  States;  but  that  from  that  to  a  protest,  or  to  any 
intention  whatever  of  comminatory  intermeddling,  was  very  far,  and 
that  nothing  in  his  instructions  authorized  him  to  overleap  that  dist^mce. 
He  knew  nothing,  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  alleged  alliance  of  his  gov- 
ernment with  Eussia,  and  he  had  every  reason  to  disbelieve  it.  As  to  the 
presence  of  a  federal  fleet  before  Vera  Ciiiz,  this  news  did  not  seem  to 
him  even  to  merit  the  honor  of  a  contradiction. 

r  told  Mr.  Dayton  that  I  had  never  attached  any  importance  to  the 
reports  which  I  had  pointed  out  to  him,  and  that,  in  speaking  to  him  of 
them,  my  object  was  much  less  to  call  forth  explanations  on  his  part 
than  to  warn  him  against  rumors  of  a  diiierent  character;  but  having 
probably  the  same  origin  of  which  he  had  spoken  to  me,  I  could,  however, 
contradict  them  categorically.  In  regard  to  the  recognition  of  the  States 
of  the  South,  the  intentions  of  the  Emperor's  government  were  known 
to  him,  and  this  question  was  still  at  the  point  where  our  late  conver- 
sations had  left  it.  We  had  not,  therefore,  recognized  the  South,  and, 
much  more,  we  had  not  signed  with  it  any  treaty  for  the  cession  of  Louisi- 
ana and  Texas.  With  respect  to  this,  I  could  repeat  to  him,  what  I  had  so 
often  said  to  him  already,  that  we  neither  sought  for  ourselves,  nor  for 
others,  any  acquisition  in  America.  1  added  that  I  trusted  that  the 
good  sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  would  do  justice  to  exag- 
gerations and  false  suppositions,  by  the  aid  of  which  it  was  endeavored  to 
mislead  and  sour  public  opinion;  and  that  I  relied  on  his  co-operation  in 
trying  to  render  prevalent  a  more  equitable  appreciation  of  our  intentions 
and  of  the  necessities  which  our  policy  obeyed. 

I  have  thought,  sir,  that  it  was  well  that  you  should  be  informed  of 
the  particulars  of  this  conversation,  in  order  that  you  might,  on  your 
part,  communicate  it  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  receive  the  precise  words  of 
^  in  order  to  rectify  around  you  false  opinions  and  unjustifiable  antici- 
pations. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration, 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 

Mr.  Mercier, 

Minister  of  the  Em/peror  at  Washington, 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  733.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  October  9, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  25th  of  September,  No  503. 
While  our  country  by  its  distractions  invites  aggressions  on  all  sides,  it 
is  our  difficult  task  to  defeat  the  intrigues  of  disloyal  emigrants  from 
the  United  States  in  the  most  important  courts  of  Europe.  If  I  seem 
to  confide  too  much  in  the  explanations  which  we  at  any  time  receive 
from  those  courts,  I  trust  that  you  will  not  therefore  think  it  either 
unwise  to  give  or  unpleasant  to  me  to  receive  whatever  information  you 
may  be  able  to  give  to  enable  me  to  correct  the  apparent  error.  I  think  it 
qiiit^  probable  that  there  is  an  inconstancy  of  policy  in  some  of  those 
quarters  which)  in  some  instances,  produces  demonstrations  inconsistent 
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with  the  expressions  which  are  set  down  in  well-considered  diplomatic 
communications.  If  I  am  never  sure  that  we  shall  not  have  to  encounter 
aggression  from  certain  quarters  before  we  reach  the  end  of  this  war,  I 
think  every  day  that  it  is  averted  witnesses  an  increase  of  our  ability  to 
meet  it,  and  therefore  increases  the  hope  that  it  may  be  avoided 
altogether.  For  this  reason  I  study  the  formal  expressions  which  are 
made  to  us  more  careMly  than  I  do  the  imputed  prevailing  disposition 
of  the  parties  by  whom  they  are  made. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Ac^  &c.^  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  816.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  15, 1864. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  December  31  (No.  564)  has  been  received  and 
submitted  to  the  President. 

I  thank  you  for  calling  my  attention  to  the  significant  declaration,  in 
a  leiuling  British  journal,  that,  as  for  Gxeat  Britain,  in  regard  to  the 
twb  greatest  risks  and  largest  fields  of  danger,  her  securities  are  of 
a  very  opposite  character — that  she  depends  upon  peace  in  Europe 
and  war  in  America;  upon  war  in  America,  because  it  is  only  too 
probable  that  a  restoration  of  the  natfonal  authority  here,  upon  any  terms, 
would  be  immediately  followed  by  what  are  described  as  "most' prepos- 
terous "demands  upon  Great  Britain. 

That  the  policy  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  thought  proper 
to  p.irsue  in  regard  to  the  insurrection  existing  in  this  (country  has 
resulted  in  producing  many  grave  claims  on  behalf  of  our  citizens  is  a 
fact  which  manifestly  appears  in  the  diplomatic  records  of  both  countries. 
That  these  claims  are  sustained  here  by  a  deep  and  pervading  popular 
conviction  of  their  justice  is  apparent  to  all  who  weigh,  however 
carelessly,  the  daily  utterances  of  the  organs  of  public  opinion.  It  is, 
indeed,  a  question  of  deep  interest  to  both  countries,  whether  this 
condition  of  things  will  generate,  when  our  domestic  peace  shaU  have 
been  restored,  a  policy  of  unreasonable  and  litigious  exactions  upon 
the  British  government.  We  may  safely  refer  to  our  correspondence 
with  her  Majesty's  government  to  prove  that  the  government  of  the 
United  Sthtes  does  not  desire  such  disturbed  relations  as  a  consequence 
of  our  war,  while,  if  it  be  not  disrespectful,  I  may  add,  that  we  aie 
satisfied  that  her  Majesty's  government  sincerely  deprecates  it.  I  do 
not  apprehend,  therefore,  that  the  British  government  will  take  or 
pursue  the  policy  indicated  in  the  quarter  to  which  1  have  alluded,  with 
a  view  to  prolongation  of  our  civil  war.  That  war  has  its  evils  and 
dangers  for  Great  Britain,  and  for  Europe,  as  well  as  for  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  American  continent.  Whatever  errors  or  miscon- 
ceptions may  have  heretofore  prevailed  in  Europe  in  regard  to  the 
causes  of  the  insurrection,  and  the  freedom  of  this  government  from 
responsibility  to  the  country  and  to  mankind  for  its  existence,  and  even  for 
its  duration,  those  errors  and  misapprehensions  are  now  speedily  clearing 
away,  and  it  is  daily  becoming  more  apparent  that  the  insurrection  has. 
derived  its  main  support  from  European  sympathies,  and  rests  all  it& 
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future  hopes  upon  European  aid  and  recognition.  I  may  even  go  further, 
and  say  that  the  British  realm  and  British  provinces  already  are  seen  to 
be  the  bases  of  the  naval  war  which  the  insurgents  aftect  to  wage  against 
our  country;  and  that  British  capital  and  British  seamen  are  seen  to 
constitute  the  chief  resource  and  strength  of  the  pretended  belligerent. 
I  should  not  distrust  the  ultimate  judgment  of  the  British  nation  in  our 
favor,  and  against  its.own  government,  if  that  government  should  pursue 
henceforth  a  i)olicy  calculated  to  protract  the  unhappy  contest.  Nor 
will  I  do  the  government  any  more  than  the  nation  so  great  a  wrong  as 
to  believe  4^hat,it  could  deliberately  lend  itself  to  any  system  of  adminis- 
tration that  would  be  calculated  to  ii\jure  or  endanger  the  safet}^,  peace, 
and  welfare  of  a  kindred  and  friendlj^  nation. 

The  President  ha«  never  failed  to  forecast  the  dangers  of  alienation 
between.  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  arising  out  of  their  civil 
war  and  surviving  it;  hence  %ie  earnestness  of  his  increasing  remon- 
strances against  the  concession  of  belligerent  rights,  and  the  continuance 
of  that  concession:  hencie  his  willingness  to  hear,  and  his  promptness  in 
seeking  to  adjust,  the  reasonable  claims  of  British  subjects,  and  meet  the 
]U8t  expectations  of  her  Majesty's  goveiumfent;  hence  the  cheerfulness 
with  which  he  has  hastened  to  negotiate  treaties  designed  to  settle  even 
difiiculties  which  existed  before  the  war,  and  to<;hange  early  policies  that 
favored  discord  between  the  two  countries.  It  is  his  purpose  to  pursue 
this  course  to  the  end  of  his  administration,  and,  so  far  as  it  shall  be  pos- 
sible, to  impress  upon  the  habitual  policy  of  the  government  a  frienclly 
and  even  fraternal  disposition  towards  Great  Britain,  so  that  the  two 
nations  may  go  on  harmoniously  together,  favoring  everywhere  the 
development  of  just  principles  of  Iree,  responsible  government,  and  the 
progress  of  a  humane  civilization,  especially  in  Central  and  Southern 
America,  and  in  the  portions  of  the  eastern  world  now  being  reopened  to 
western  commerce. 

The  pursuit  of  this  policy  is  not  unattended  by  many  embarrasments. 
Nothing  but  military  disasters,  not  now  apprehended,  could  induce 
the  American  people  to  believe  themselves  incompetent  to  grapple  with 
all  the  foreign  dangers  incident  to  the  fullest  assertion  of  their  rights, 
and  a  full  redress  of  their  wrongs,  while,  like  every  other  nation,  they 
naturally  view  these  rights  and  wrongs  under  the  influence  of  self-esteem, 
perhaps  not  altogether  free  from  prejudices  disparaging  to  other  nations; 
nevertheless,  the  policy  is  practicable,  and  may  be  sucessfuUy  established. 
They  are  only  superficial  observers  who  assume  that  the  United  States 
aj^  a  litigious  and  contentious  nation,  and  who  reason  from  that  assump- 
tion that,  when  they  shall  have  gained  the  blessings  of  internal  peace,  they 
will  be  found  impatient  for  aggressive  foreign"  war.  I  know  that  we 
have  such  interpreters  in  our  public  press;  but  they  reason  from  the 
excitement  of  the  present  hour,  not  from  the  normal  temperament  of  the 
American  people.  We  have  a  continent  to  bring  forward  to  a  higher 
fitate  of  development  and  civilization  than  even  Europe  and  the  .United 
States  have  yet  attained.  We  have  need  to  extend  throughout  the  world 
a  foreign  commerce,  which  is  an  inevitable  outgrowth  of  our  internal  com- 
merce. We  have  institutions  of  self-government  to  maintain.  These 
»re  most  effectually  maintained  by  commending  them  to  the  favorable 
opinion  of  mankind,  and  they  can  be  so  commended  by  showing  that,  in 
their  practical  operation,  they  do  not  instigate  violence  either  at  home  or 
abroad,  but  are  conservative  of  law,  order,  and  universal  peaee. 

But  it  is  manifestly  needful  to  the  success  of  the  President's  policy 
that  a  corresponding  spirit  shall  direct  the  action  of  the  British  govern- 
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ment  during  the  period  which  shall  intervene  before  our  domestic  peace 
is  restored. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfee.,  4tc.y  &c: 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  823.]  Department  OF  State, 

Washingtonj  February  1, 1864. 
Sir:         •••••••• 

There  are  some  indications  of  a  roov^ment  concerted  in  the  insurgent 
region,  and  extending  into  Great  Britian,  to  bring  a  supposed  influence 
of  her  Majesty's  government  or  of  Parliament  to  bear  upon  this  govern- 
ment, by  some  form  of  mediation  or  representation,  with  a  view  to  obtain 
concessions  or  terms  for  the  insurgents  as  conditions  for  the  abandonment 
by  them  of  their  wicked  and  unnatural  war  against  the  United  States. 

It  is  proper  that  you  should  be  able  to  say,  if  occasion  for  suet  expla- 
nation should  become  necessary,  that  this  government  now,  not  less  than 
heretofore,  would  regard  as  unacceptable  and  unfriendly  the  interven- 
tion or  advice  of  foreign  states.  The  stability  and  safety  of  the  American 
republic  demand  that  it  shall  go  ttirough  this  the  first  national  crisis, 
when  foreign  aid  to  overthrow  it  has  been  invoked  by  disloyal  men, 
without  yielding  or  abating  any  portion  of  its  legal  or  even  of  its  moral 
sovereignty  and  independence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  &c.^  &c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  853.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  24, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  February 
5,  No.  593,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  Queen's  speech, 
and  the  debate  thereon,  at  the  oi>ening  of  Parliament. 

The  situation  of  the  ministry,  in  the  face  of  the  new  European  compli- 
cations, is  manifestly  an  embarrassing  one ;  but  it  is  not  clearly  seen 
liow  it  could  have  been  avoided,  without  incurring  a  risk  of  falling  into 
more  troublesome  complications.  If  it  be  true,  as  you  inform  me,  that 
evil  disposed  persons  are  preparing  to  renew  the  agitation  for  a  recog- 
nition of  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States,  the  motive  for  the  proceeding 
must  be  local  and  mercenary,  or  factious  with  reference  to  England 
herself;  for  I  think  there  is  abundant  evidence  that  despondency  per- 
vades the  domestic  councils  of  the  insurgents.  No  doubt  of  the  failure 
of  the  insurrection  exists  here.  If  the  British  ministry  should  cordially 
accept  this  result  before  it  becomes  an  historical  fact,  it  would  lay  the 
foundations  of  permanent  friendship  between  the  two  countries,  and 
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would  thus,  as  we  tliink,  indemnify  itself  for  all  the  losses  it  has  sustained 
in  the  fields  of  local  and  merely  European  politics. 
I  am.  sir.  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAJBD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  cfec,  d^c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  706.]  Legation  .  of  the  United  States, 

London.  June  2, 1864. 

Pending  this  result,  Mr.  Lindsay  has  thought  it  proper  to  postpone  his 
motion  for  recognition,  which  he  had  assigned  for  to-morrow,  to  the  ITth. 
of  the  month.  It  is  plain  that  he  keeps  it  along  in  the  hope  bf  the  hap- 
pening of  some  event  which  might  enable  him  to  push  it  in  at  a  moment 
of  sudden  excitement,  with  some  prospect  of  carrying  it  at  once.  It  is 
only  in  some  such  way  that  anything  could  possibly  be  done  with  it.  The 
&ct  that  the  sympathies  of  the  majority  lean  in  that  direction  cannot  be 
doubted.  Whether  they  can  be  counted  upon  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
produce  the  desired  result  is  another  question,  it  would,  at  least, 
require  a  complete  defeat  and  dispersion  of  the  government  forces  to 

render  it  probable. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANC18  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  726.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoUj  June  23,  1864. 
Sir:         •••••••• 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Lindsay  seems  to  have  dropped  from  the  list. 
Events  thus  far  have  failed  to  bring  to  it  even  a  plausible  shadow  of 
support. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

» 

No.  1012.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  21  j  1864. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  and  guidance  a  copy 
of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Dayton  of  the  10th  of  June,  No.  486,  and  of  my 
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reply,  No.  692,  of  the  27th  instant,  relative  to  a  report  that  saggestions 
for  another  effort  are  about  being  made  between  England  and  France  to 
bring  about  peace  in  this  country. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghables  Fkangis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.j  &c.j  &c. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

"So.  486.]  Legation  of  the  TTnited  States, 

FariSy  June  10, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  am  just  informed  in  a  private  way  that  suggestions  for  another 
effort  are  about  being  made  between  England  and  France  to  bring 
about  peace  in  our  country.  No  formal  or  official  suggestion  has  been 
made  from  either  side,  nor  is  it  supposed  will  be,  and  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  says,  I  am  informed,  that  he  knows  nothing  about  it ;  but  it  is 
reported  to  me  as  a  fact  officiously,  though  not  officially,  resolved  upon. 
Of  course  it  is  said  that  this  effort  is  to  be  of  the  most  conciliatory 
character,  &c.  I  have  had  so  many  advices  and  reports  of  this  kind 
that  I  have  lost  faith  in  them  and  do  not  permit  them  to  disturb  me,  but 
I  have  been  advised  for  some  short  tim/3  past  that  something  was  stir 
ring  in  reference  to  our  affairs,  and  there  may  be  more  truth  in  this 
report  than  some  that  have  gone  before  it. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  592.]  Dbpabtment  op  State, 

Waahingtonj  June  27, 1864. 

Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  10th 
of  June,  instant.  No.  486. 

In  that  paper  you  state  that  you  have  received  information  in  a 
private  way  that  suggestions  for  another  effort  are  about  being  made 
between  England  and  France  to  bring  about  peace  in  our  country. 

I  am  disinclined  to  believe  that  your  information  is  accurate.  It  will, 
however,  be  easy  for  you  to  ascertain  by  inquiry  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys.  You  are  at  liberty,  but  are  not  required  to  do  this.  If  you  find , 
any  reasons  to  believe  these  reports  to  be  correct,  you  will  then  inform ' 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  that  the  United  States  adhere  to  their  determina- 
tion, heretotbre  announced,  namely,  to  be  exclusive  of  all  foreign  nations 
the  arbiter  of  its  own  rights  and  duties  in  the  present  civil  war. 

A  copy  of  your  note  and  of  this  reply  will  be  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Adams,  and  he  will  be  authorized  in  his  discretion  to  speak  in  the 
same  sense  to  Earl  Russell. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ifcc.,  <fec.,  cfec. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  744.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  14,  1864. 
Sir:      ••••••••• 

It  is,  however,  in  the  midst  of  this  existing  delasion  that  Mr.  Lindsay 
proposes  once  more  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  the  Commons 
his  motion  for  the  proposal  of  a  mediation  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
bined powers  of  Europe,  between  the  contending  parties  in  America. 
It  is  now  averred  that  he  means  seriously  to  bring  it  up  to-morrow  night. 
In  anticipation  of  this  movement,  elaborate  communications  from  the 
rebel  emissaries  or  agents  appeared  simultaneously  in  the  columns  of 
the  Times  and  the  Post  of  yesterday.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  any 
measure  more  entirely  in  conflict  with  the  general  tenor  of  the  argumente 
of  last  week.  The  earnestness  with  which  it  appears,  nevertheless,  to 
be  urged  by  the  interested  parties  indicates  only  their  sense  of  the  pressing 
nature  of  their  necessities.  What  will  be  the  fate  of  the  movement  may 
be  fairly  gathered  from  the  nature  of  the. editorial  comments  made  in 
both  these  papers,  the  substance  of  which  may  be  comprised  in  the  words 
"not  yef    You  will  learn  the  result  by  the  same  steamer  that  carries 

this. 

•  •  •  •••  •  •  #  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  751.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  21,  1864. 

Sir:  During  the  last  year  a  very  elaborate  eflfort  has  been  made  to 
organize  and  concentrate  public  opinion  in  this  country  in  favor  of  some 
form  of  intervention  in  the  struggle  in  America.  The  shape  which  it 
finally  took  was  the  circulation  by  a  self-constituted  association  of 
petitions  to  Parliament  in  favor  of  a  movement  to  bring  about  a  cessation 
of  bloodshed. 

The  motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Lindsay  in  the  House  of  Commons,  of 
which  I  have  made  mention  heretofore,  was  the  object  on  which  the  results 
of  these  combined  operations  upon  the  people  were  to  be  brought  to 
bear. 

I  now  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  Observer  of  Sunday,  the  17th 
instant,  containing  a  report  of  the  interview  between  a  deputation  of  this 
society  and  the  prime  minister,  Lord  Palmerston,  which  took  place  on 
the  day  before.  1  also  send  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of  Monday,  the 
18th  instant,  which  contains  a  leader  on  the  subject,  evidently  prompted. 

The  sum  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  whole  movement  has  come  to  nothing. 
Circumstances  had  not  been  so  favorable  as  had  been  hoped.  I  am 
not  sure  that  the  advance  of  the  rebels,  of  which  we  are  just  getting 
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the  intelligence,  was  not  partly  desired  to  support  it.  If  so,  it  has 
come  a  little  too  late.  The  whole  drift  of  the  great  debate  which  secured 
the  continuance  of  the  ministry  in  their  places  was  to  confirm  their  action 
in  the  only  part  of  their  foreign  policy  which  has  not  been  attacked. 

Thus  ends  the  fourth  session  of  Parliament  since  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  in  America.  Considering  the  notorious  and  now  undis- 
guised desire  of  the  great  majority  to  see  effected  the  disruption  of  the 
United  States,  sustained  and  encouraged  as  it  has  been  by  the  partial 
success,  in  resistance,  of  the  rebels,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  this  issue  is 
one  upon  which  we  may  congratulate  ourselves.  In  all  essential  par- 
ticulars the  rebel  position  in  Europe  has  gained  no  strength  from  time. 
Its  audacious  attempt  to  organize  a  navy  in  this  kingdom,  which  at  one 
moment  received  the  flattering  applause  of  Mr.  Gladstone  as  an  accom- 
plished fact  J  have  utterly  failed.  Its  intrigues,  ramified  all  over  the 
continent  of  Europe  through  agents  and  presses  suborned  to  circulate  the 
most  unscrupulous  misrepresentations  of  the  truth,  have  availed  them 
little.  Even  the  jealousy  and  fear  of  the  growth  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  the  true  foundation  of  all  the  sympathy  with  them  that  is  to  be 
found  among  the  influential  classes  of  Europe,  have  been  effective  only  in 
blunting  to  a  partial  extent  the  moral  sensibilities  that  would  otherwise 
have  been  deeply  shocked  at  the  announcement  of  an  attempt,  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  by  a  portion  of  one  race,  to  found  a  new  government 
upon  the  absolute  permanent  subjection,  so  far  as  human  power  may 

avail,  of  another  portion  of  their  fellow-men. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAJ^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1049.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Wa^hmgtonj  July  28, 1864. 

Sib:  I  have  received  and  have  read  with  deep  interest  your  dispatch 
of  the  14th  of  July,  No.  744,  which  relates  to  the  closing  debate  on  the 
resolution  of  censure  of  the  ministry,  and  the  new  movement  of  Mr. 
Lindsay  for  recognition  of  the  insuigents,  and  the  announcement  that 
the  session  of  Parliament  will  come  to  an  end  to-day. 

Popular  sympathies  with  Denmark,  and  what  I  willingly  believe  are 
partisan  prejudices  against  the  United  States,  seem  to  have  been  the 
chief  supports  of  the  resolution,  while  prudential  regard  to  the  ultimate 
attitude  of  the  Uni  ed  States  and  other  countries,  the  future  of  which  is 
manifest  to  all  observers,  seem  to  have  saved  the  government.  No  public 
interest  requires,  and  propriety  forbids,  an  examination  on  my  part  of 
the  purely  European  questions  which  entered  into  the  debate.  I  wish  it 
could  be  as  well  understood  in  Great  Britain  as  it  is  here,  that  there  is 
no  more  any  necessity  for  disturbance,  or  fear  of  disturbance,  of  the  peaee 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  than  there  is  any  advantage 
to  accrue  to  Great  Britain  fi'om  an  uncertainty  upon  that  point.  The 
United  States  are  unhappily  engaged  in  a  civil  war,  which,  on  the  side 
of  the  government,  is  an  involuntary,  yet  an  inevitable  and  eminently 
moral  contest.  Though  this  is  an  unusual  occurrence  in  our  experience, 
yet  civil  war  is  not  exceptional  in  the  general  experience  of  nations. 
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This  civil  war  is  exclusively  our  own  affair;  and  if  the  government  and 
people  of  Great  Britain  had  treated  it  as  such,  from  the  first,  as  rigorously 
as  they  habitually  treat  civil  war  in  the  case  of  other  nations,  no  ill  feeling^ 
would  have  been  engendered.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1863, 
the  government  of  Great  Britain  manifested  a  decided  determination 
not  only  to  avoid  intervention,  but  also  to  prevent  unlawful  naval  inter- 
vention  by^  British  subjects.  This  manifestation  produced  a  very  happy 
eftect  in  the  United  States.  Congress  assembled  on  the  7th  of  December^ 
and  did  not  adjourn  until  the  4th  of  July.  The  Senat.e  confirmed  a  treaty 
which  I  had  negotiated  with  Lord  Lyons,  and  during  all  that  long  session 
not  one  expression  of  anger  or  discontent  towards  Great  Britain  was 
uttered  at  the  Capitol.  On  the  other  hand,  Parliament  assembled  in 
February,  and  the  civil  war  was  habitually  brought  up  for  debate  in 
terms  which  indicated,  or  seemed  to  indicate,  a  pretension  and  a  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  intervene,  if  not  forcibly,  yet  by 
diplomacy,  in  our  civil  war,  if  not  unaided,  at  least  with  the  support  of 
one  or  more  European  allies.  Questions  arising  in  the  course  of  the  war, 
and  affecting  the  rights  of  Great  Britain  or  British  subjects,  have  been 
invariably  brought  before  Parliament  and  the  British  people  in  combi- 
nation with  denunciations  of  war  itself,  and  propositions  of  intervention 
in  favor  of  the  insurgents.  While  the  ministry  have  not  concurred  in 
this  course  of  proceeding,  they  have  often  seemed  to  leave  it  doubtful 
whether  they  could  successfully  resist  what  was  generally  considered  to 
be  a  natural  proclivity  to  intervention.  Impossible  as  it  seems  to  be  for 
the  British  public  to  comprehend  the  real  character  and  the  actual 
progress  of  the  war,  there  is  one  fact  on  which  they  are  never  left  in 
uncertainty,  namely,  that  all  foreign  pretensions  of  intervention,  or  even 
of  mediation,  ji>re  deemed  in  the  United  States  as  not  only  officious,  but 
alarming.  Consequently  our  means  adopted  for  suppressing  the  insur- 
rection take  on  at  every  stage  another  and  a  special  character — ^prepara- 
tions on  the  largest  possible  scale  to  resist  foreign  aggression.  We 
should  not  be  either  true  Americans  or  true  republicans  if  we  were  not 
even  more  unanimous  in  this  policy  than  we  are  in  overcoming  insurgents, 
who,  though  now  enemies,  nevertheless  are,  and  always  must  be,  our 
countrymen  and  fellow-citizens.  It  is  thus  that  it  has  happened  that 
though,  when  the  British  Parliament  assembled,  it  found  amicable  dispo- 
sitions prevailing  between  the  governments  of  the  two  countries,  yet  when 
that  body  adjourned  a  necessity  seemed  to  have  arisen  for  guarding 
against  a  possible  change  of  these  relations.  We  read  that  British 
subjects,  whose  ecclesiastical  and  political  rank  and  position  are  supposed 
to  lend  importance  to  their  proceedings,  and  who  have  notoriously  and 
officiously  aided  and  abetted  the  insurrection,  formally  appealed  to  the 
prime  minister,  at  the  close  of  the  parliamentary  struggle,  to  commit  the 
British  government  to  some  form  of  joint  Or  several  intervention  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  this  application  was  promptly  refused.  In  that 
refusal  her  Majesty's  government  have  done,  in  regard  to  this  country, 
only  what  this  government,  ever  since  the  war  began,  has  done  in  regard 
to  Great  Britain.  She  has  had  her  domestic  discontents,  less  grave 
indeed  than  our  own,  in  the  British  islands,  and  in  Britisn  American 
provinces,  in  India,  and  in  New  Zealand.  She  has  had  controversies  of 
a  serious  nature  in  China,  and  especially  in  Japan,  and  diplomatic  con- 
flicts with  European  powers.  The  government  of  the  United  States  has 
not  sought  to  increase  these  discontents  and  exasperate  these  conflicts; 
on  the  contrary,  whenever  it  could  not  lawfully  or  properly  favor  British 
interests,  this  government  has  been  silent;  and  whenever  it  could  law- 
fully and  properly  favor  them,  it  has  given  them  generous  and  cheerful 
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sapport.  There  is  now  ground  for  believing  that  the  traitorons  insur- 
gents have  ab-indoaed  their  hopes  of  obbaiuing  a  naval  force  in  European 
ports  adequate  to  raise  our  blockade,  and  are,  therefore,  leaving  the 
British  coast  and  the  British  shores.  If  this  fact  shall  prove  to  be  trae, 
the  ministry  will  be  sensibly  relieved  of  an  embarrassment  which  unneces- 
sary and  precipitate  toleration  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  rendered  una- 
voidable. If  the  government  shall  now  find  themselves  able,  as  we  have 
no  doubt  they  are  well  disposed,  to  induce  the  British  nation  to  leave  the 
struggle  in  the  United  States  to  the  exclusive  care  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  the  peace  between  the  two  countries  may  be  regarded  as  perpet- 
ual, and  out  of  such  a  peace  feelings  of  amity  and  friendship  must  come, 
which  will  be  unquestionably  more  useful  than  any  merely  political  con- 
vention that  could  be  contracted  between  the  parties. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.^  <fec.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  753.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoUy  July  28, 1864. 
Sir:  •••••*••• 
Mr.  Lindsay's  movement  degenerates,  at  last,  into  a  bare  inquiry 

addressed  to  Lord  Palmerston.    I  transmit  a  copy  of  tlie  London  Times 

of  the  26tb  instant,  containing  a  report  of  bis  lordship's  rather  curt  answer. 

Thus  has  terminated  an  operation  which  has  cost  much  labor  and  money 

to  somebody  or  other. 

•  •••••••  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


fFrom  Hansard's  Parliamentary  Debates,  toI.  176,  p.  2018.] 

House  of  Commons, 

Monday,  July  25, 1864. 

UNITED  STATES — THE  CIVIL  WAR. 

Mr.  Lindsay,  before  putting  the  question  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  had  desired  to  have  made  a  statement,  containing  some  import- 
ant facts  bearing  upon  the  American  war,  and  tending  to  show  how  futile 
was  the  attempt  to  restore  the  Union  and  to  coerce  the  South;  but  as  he 
had  no  opportunity  now  of  doing  so,  he  begged  simply  to  ask  the  first 
lord  of  the  treasury  if,  considering  the  great  sacrifice  of  life  and  property 
occasioned  by  the  war  still  raging  between  the  United  States  of  Aaierica 
and  the  Confederate  States,  and  considering  the  loss  the  people  of  this 
country  have  suff'ered  bj'  the  war,  it  is  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  in  concert  with  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  to  use  their 
endeavors  to  bring  about  a  suspension  of  hostilities? 
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Visconnt  Palmerston.  I  can  assure  my  honorable  friend  that  her 
Majesty's  government  deeply  lament  the  great  sacrifice  of  life  and  pi-operty 
in  Americj,  and  the  distress  which  that  war  has  produced  in  this  country. 
But  we  have  not  thought  that  in  the  present  state  of  things  there  was 
any  advantage  to  be  gained  by  entering  into  concert  with  any  other 
powers  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  or  offering  mediation,  or  of  negotiat- 
ing with  the  government  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  Confederate 
States,  to  bring  about  a  termination  of  this  unhappy  war. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  A  darns. 
'So.  1058.]  Department  of  State, 

\Vashingtonj  August  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  for  your  information  the  inclosed  copy  of  my 
dispatch  of  the  30th  ultimo,  No.  Cl51,  addressed  to  William  L.  Dayton, 
esq.,  the  United  States  minister  at  Paris,  relative  to  the  report  of  aa 
intended  new  design  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  to  pro- 
pose mediation  in  our  civil  war. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adahs,  Esq.,  d^o.,  (j^c,  i&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton 

No.  621.]  .  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  July  30, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  your  dispatch  of  the  13th  ,of  July,  No.  510,  which  recalls 
the  report  of  an  intended  new  design  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  to  propose  mediation  in  our  civil  war.  I  approve  of  the  reticence 
you  have  practiced  on  the  subject  in  your  communication  with  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuyg,  and  of  the  reasons  you  assign  for  that  reserve.  I 
have  only  to  say  upon  the  subject  itself,  that  any  such  proceeding  would 
meet  with  a  prompt  and  decided  answer  from  the  United  States.  The 
principle  of  foreign  mediation  in  our  affairs  cannot  be,  in  any  form  or 
under  any  circumstances,  admitted.  You  will  make  this  explanation  or 
refrain  from  making  it  in  the  exercise  of  your  own  discretion.  But  when 
you  find  it  necessary  to  speak  upon  pretensions  pf  mediation  in  any  quar- 
ter, you  will  be  expected  to  speak  not  doubtfully  in  the  sense  in  which 
I  have  written. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  <&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1063.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  August  8,  1804. 

Snt:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
21st  of  July,  No.  761,  in  which  you  have  detailed  the  history  of  the 
efforts  of  the  insurgent  emigrants  to  procure  from  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment a  recognition  of  their  impracticable  confederacy,  and  their  signal 
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failure.  I  thank  you  very  sin^jerely  for  this  paper.  It  goes  far  to  con- 
firm the  expectation  I  have  always  entertained,  that  if  our  foreign 
affairs  could  be  conducted  with  a  reasonable  show  of  justice,  firmness, 
and  prudence,  we  should  be  allowed  the  exclusive  responsibility  of  main- 
taining through  its  sanguinary  trial  our  inestimable  institution  of  civil 
government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fcc.,  &€. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  1245.]  Department  op  State, 

Washvigtonj  January  23, 18C5. 

Sm:  It  was  my  belief,  when  the  election  closed,  that  the  national 
determination  which  it  manifested  would  tend  to  demoralize  the  insur- 
gents, and,  if  not  to  confound,  at  least  to  embarrass  their  abettors  abroad. 
I  thought  that  the  decisive  tone  of  the  President's  message  would  be 
effective  in  the  same  way.  First,  I  have  been  unable  to  believe  that  insur- 
gent confidence,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  could  revive  under  the  severe 
pressure  of  the  national  arms.  Nevertheless,  we  have  ever  since  the 
election  had  occasional  revelations  here  and  in  Europe  of  insurgent 
expectations  of  recognition  by  Great  Britain  and  France.  These  revela- 
tions have  sometimes  come  in  the  shape  of  warnings  from  known  and 
responsible  insurgent  agents,  who  professed  to  be  desirous  of  saving 
their  own  misguided  people  from  the  infamy  of  foreign  protection. 

It  has  been  heretofore  impossible  to  find  a  clue  to  the  premises  upon 
which  their  expectations  were  based.  I  think  I  have  now  found  it  in 
an  artii*.le  of  the  Richmond  Sentinel  of  the  18th  of  January,  a  copy  of 
which  I  inclose.  The  idea  of  the  insurgents  seems  to  be  this:  That 
insomuch  as  the  rebels  are  prevented  the  exercise  of  suffrage  in  the 
insurgent  States  in  the  late  presidential  election,  therefore  this  govern- 
ment in  the  next  administratiou  will  not  be,  dejure,  a  government  over 
these  States,  which  by  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783  were  acknowledged  to 
be  tree,  independent,  sovereign  States.  The  conceit  is  a  refinement  of 
the  secession  principle,  which  the  war  has  already  effectually  exploded. 
Still  I  have  thought  it  not  inexpedient  to  bring  the  subject  to  your 
notice.  While  I  do  not  attribute  any  serious  importance  to  it,  it  may 
be  worth  your  while  to  be  watchful  for  any  relevations  of  the  project  in 
the  vicinity  of  your  residence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.j  d^c,  d!c. 
[Same  to  Mr.  Bigelow.] 

[Editorial  from  the  Richmond  Sentinel,  January  18.] 
FOREIGN  RELATIONS   OF  THE  CONFEDERACY. 

The  nations  of  westeni  Europe  have  just  put  themselves  and  us  to 
many  disadvantages  by  their  iailure  to  recognize  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment, and  institnte  with  us  diplomatic  relations.  A  state  of  war 
invests  with  a  peculiar  delicacy  the  relations  of  a  belligerent  with  a 
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mutual  power.  It  requires  jykuch  care  ^d  address  to  adjust  satisfac- 
torily the  many  questions  which  arise  between  them ;  especially  is  this 
the  case  while  there  is  much  condict  of  interests,  such  as  an  extensive 
intercourse  necessarily  produces.  To  all  these  hazards  and  inconve- 
niences to  them  and  to  us  France  and  England  have  submitted  for  four 
years  without  the  ameliorations  which  a  diplomatic  interchange  would 
have  afforded.  They  have  denied  themselves  and  us  the  means  of  ask- 
ing or  giving  explanation,  and  of  making  representation  closely  afitecting 
in  many  cases  the  interests  of  citizeus  entitled  to  protection,  or,  in  a 
more  general  sense,  the  rights  and  duties  of  respective  governments. 

The  great  convenience  of  the  policy  long  recognized  in  America,  of 
acknowledging  a  de  facto  government  without  delay,  has  been  strikingly 
illustrated  by  the  effect  of  the  different  principles  which  France  and 
England  have  prescribed  to  themselves  in  their  dealings  with  us.  If 
American  policy  had  been  applied  to  American  affairs,  four  years  of 
embarrassment  would  have  been  avoided.  There  is  a  prevalent  presumj)- 
tion,  however,  that  the  reserve  wJiich  has  produced  so  much  inconve- 
nience is  about  to  be  abandoned.  It  is  supposed  by  many  who  read  the 
signs  of  the  times  that  France  and  England  will  not  much  longer  deny 
themselves  the  liberty  of  holding  interviews  with  a  people  with  whom 
they  have  so  much  business  to  transact.  We  say  nothing  of  the  comity 
or  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  an  organized  community  so  large  and 
respectable  as  ours ;  viewing  the  subject  simply  in  the  light  of  their  own 
interest,  and  of  their  duty  to  their  own  citizens,  the  shackles  with  which 
they  have  so  long  voluntarily  restrained  their  action  are  truly  extraordi- 
nary. 

If  the  two  governments  to  whom  we  refer  have  come  to  the  resolution 
of  terminating  that  deference,  not  to  the  principles  but  to  the  will  of  the 
Washington  government,  which  wears  the  appearance  of  vassalage,  they 
would  have  at  any  moment  an  abundance  of  solid  and  satisfactory  meas- 
ures to  sustain  them  in  such  a  step.  But  the  conjecture  which  is  assigned 
as  the  probable  occasion  on  which  the  new  attitude  will  be  assumed,  the 
next  inauguration  of  Mr.  Linc<9ln,  is  singularly  propitious  to  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. It  will  afford  not  merely  a  pretext  for  that  action,  but  a  new 
ground,  sufficient  of  itself  to  justify  and  to  require  it.  We  will  explain 
this  by  the  narration  of  some  facts  which  we  find  collected  in  a  very 
convenient  form  in  Mr.  McHenry's  excellent  book,  "The  Cotton  Trade.'' 

France^  on  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  the  thirteen  American  colonies  cm  so  many  independent  States,  Even 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  were  not  then  adopted.  The  United  Ne- 
therlands followed  this  example  October  8,  1782,  and  Sweden,  April  3, 
1783!  Great  Britain,  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  September  3, 
1783,  recognized  the  several  States  in  like  manner  as  so  many  independ- 
ent political  communities.  This  recognition  embraced  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  bj^  name,  and  it  territorially  in- 
cluded Tennessee,  Florida,  and  Mississippi.  The  remaining  confederate 
States  became  possessed  by  their  organization  and  admission  of  equal 
rights  with  the  original  States,  and  stand  on  the  same  footing.  The  in- 
dependent nationality  of  Texas  was  recognized  by  France  in  1839,  and 
by  Great  Britain  in  1840.    She  did  not  enter  the  Union  until  1845. 

In  no  other  form  has  the  nationality  of  the  United  States  ever  been 
acknowledged  by  European  courts.  John  Adams  was,  in  1777.  sent  to 
represent  the  States  in  France,  and  was  soon  after  succeeded  by  Dr. 
Fntnklin.  They  both  received  their  authority  from  the  Congress  of  Dele- 
gates of  the  several  States.  The  Articles  of  Confederation  were  not 
adopted  till  March,  1781.  Mr.  Adams,  under  an  appointment  received 
in  1789,  remained  as  minister  to  England  till  1798. 
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The  TJnion  formed  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation  was  dissolved 
March  3, 1789.  The  Union  under  the  Constitution  did  not  go  into  oper- 
ation until  April  30,  1789,  and  then  only  as  between  eleven  States, 
Ehode  Island  and  North  Carolina  for  a  time  remaining  aloof. 

In  all  these  changes  of  the  agency  for  conducting  their  foreign  inter- 
course, the  States  deemed  no  notification  necessary  to  other  governments. 
Ko  recognition  was  asked  for  any  such  nation  as  the  coiSederation  of 
States,  for  there  was  no  such  created,  nor  for  any  such  nation  as  the 
United  States,  for  the  same  reason.  The  governments  established  by 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  by  the  Constitution  were  the  mere 
foreign  agencies  of  the  States,  the  true  sovereigns,  whose  nationality 
was  already  acknowledged.  The  European  governments  conceded  to  us 
the  right  to  change  the  form  of  this  agency  whenever  we  pleased.  The 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  States  survived  all  these  changes 
unharmed ;  the  disbanding  of  the  confederation  in  1783,  the  inters- ening 
of  fifty-eight  days  that  followed,  the  separation  of  the  State,  which  then 
continued  for  some  time,  Rhode  Island  and  North  Carolina  remaining 
distinct,  and  the  accessions  to  the  number  of  States,  which  afterwards 
occurred  from  time  to  time.  G^ie  ministers  sent  by  the  federal  agent 
were  received  on  the  original  acknowledgment  of  the  nationality  of  the 
several  States,  and  no  other.  No  other  was  desired ;  no  other  was  prof- 
fered 5  no  other  was  thought  necessary  or  appropriate.  Let  us  notice 
some  of  the  consequences  which  may  be  deduced  from  this  view  of  the 
case,  looking  at  it  from  a  foreign  stand-point,  and  excluding  all  refer- 
ence to  our  own  controversy  as  to  the  right  of  secession.  France  and 
England  might  say  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  appointed  in  1860  by  an  elec- 
tion in  which  all  the  States  participated ;  that  thus  he  was  regularly 
constituted  the  diplomatic  representative  of  all  the  States  for  a  specified 
term;  that  as  such  Europe  recognized  him  as  appointed,  according  to 
our  own  forms.  After  the  fourth  of  March  next  he  will  sustain,  how- 
ever, a  new  character.  He  will  have  entered  upon  a  term  of  service  to 
which  various  of  the  States  acknowledged  by  Europe  as  independent 
had  no  part  in  electing  him.  He  cannot  claim  to  have  any  commission 
from  Virginia  or  North  Carolina,  or  the  rest  of  the  Confederate  States. 
He  can  show  no  authority  to  represent  them.  These  latter  States  at 
once  refrained,  and  were  excluded  from  all  share  in  his  appointment. 
Of  this  Europe  is  duly  notified,  and  it  would  be  both  an  outrage  and  a 
perfidy  to  acknowledge  as  the  representative  of  States  recognized  as 
independent  an  agent  in  whose  appointment  they  had  no  share.  As  well 
might  the  European  Maximilian  assume  to  represent  the  Confederate 
States  as  the  man  who  rules  at  Washington.  Virginia  and  the  rest  have 
claimed  to  change  their  foreign  agency  frequently  in  the  past,  and  it  has 
been  accorded.  How  can  the  right  be  questioned  now  ?  Their  respon- 
sibility for  Lincoln's  appointment  as  the  organ  for  foreign  intercourse 
has  been  discharged  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
elected.  In  the  new  appoinment  they  had  no  part  and  were  allowed 
none,  and  hence  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  it  represents  them  either 
in  substance  or  form.  We  say  that  such  views  as  these  may  well  be 
adopted  by  France  and  England  without  reference  to  the  other  merit  of 
our  cause,  and  we  do  not  see  how  they  can  be  overlooked,  or  how  they 
can  be  met ;  and  taking  into  consideration  the  duties  which  those  gov- 
ernments owe  to  their  own  people,  to  their  own  dignity,  to  sound  inter- 
national principles,  and  to  us — duties,  however,  which  they  have  declined 
until  the  neglect  has  become  a  severe  reproach — ^we  think  it  very  reason- 
able and  very  probable  that  they  will  indeed  profit  by  the  opportunity 
'to  abandon  their  present  situation  with  good  grace.  **^ 
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GENERAL  SUBJECT  OP  THE  EISTOEOEMENT  OP  NEUTRAUTY. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  30.]  Depabtment  op  State. 

Wadhingfton^  June  28, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  two  advertisements  which 
appeared  in  Gtere's  General  Advertiser,  of  Liverpool,  on  the  6th  instant, 
wMch  would  seem  to  indicate  a  deliberate  purpose  to  disregard  our 
blockade.  As  it  is  understood  that  there  is  an  act  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, similar  to  our  act  of  neutrality  of  the  20th  of  April.  1818, 1  have 
to  request  that  if  any  infringement  of  the  British  act,  adverse  to  the 
rights  of  this  government,  should  come  to  your  knowledge,  you  wiU 
cause  complaint  thereof  to  be  made,  in  order  tiiat  the  parties  implicated 
may  be  prosecuted  according  to  law. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WTLLTAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Ghables  Pbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.^  (£o.,  &c. 


[From  Gere's  General  Advertiser,  Ldyerpool,  Jnne  6, 1861.] 

New  Obleans.  —  Steam  communication  between  Livebpool 
AND  l^EW  Obleans. — ^Thc  British  and  American  Southern  Steamship 
Company's  first-class  iron  screw-steamers  are  intended  to  sail  from  Liv- 
erpool to  New  Orleans,  as  follows :  Malacca,  7th  August )  Eangoon,  4th 
September ;  to  be  followed  every  alternate  Wednesday  by  other  first- 
class  screw-steamers,  now  building.  Por  further  particulars  apply  to 
P.  Sabel,  agent,  19  Water  street,  Liverpool. 


Chableston. — Steam  communication  between  Livebpool  and 
Chableston. — ^A  first-class  steamship  will  be  dispatched  from  Liver- 
pool to  Charleston  on  or  about  the  16th  July  next.  A  monthly  service 
will  be  established.  Goods  and  passengers  for  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and 
Savannali  can  be  forwarded  by  this  line,  Charleston  having  direct  rail- 
way communication  with  all  the  southern  and  western  cities.  Por  fur- 
ther particulars  apply  to  Praser,  Gfrenholm  &  Co.,  10  Eumford  Place^  or 
to  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co.,  Tower  Buildings,  22  Water  street. , 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  53.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

WasMngtcm^  August  1, 1861. 

Sm:  I  learn,  through  what  seems  a  very  direct  channel,. that  Mr.  J. 
D.  Bullock,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  is  in  Europe ;  that  he  has  contracted 
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for  ten  iron  steamers,  gunboats,  all  to  be  armed,  at  $760,000  for  all,  and 
all  to  come  oat  as  war  vessels. 

You  will  be  able  to  collate  this  information  with  other  statements  of 
the  same  character,  of  which  you  are  already  possessed. 

I  think  the  agent.  Captain  Walker,  whom  I  sent  to  Europe,  will  be 
able  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  matter. 

The  President  expects  that,  of  course,  you  will  secure  the  aid  of  the 
government  in  arresting  the  movement,  if  you  can  get  at  the  facts. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^o.,  d^o.,  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extiaot.] 
No.  35.J  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  August  30, 1861. 
Sut:  ••*••••• 

You  will  before  this  have  formed  some  notion  of  the  extent  of  my 
power  in  this  way,  firom  my  success  in  preventing  the  departure  of  the 
Bermuda.  No  stronger  case  is  Ukely  to  be  made  out  against  any  parties 
than  this.  The  activity  of  our  consuls,  Messrs.  Wilding  and  Davy,  fur- 
nished me  with  very  exact  information  of  all  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  equipment  of  this  vessel,  and  yet  her  Majesty's  government,  on 
being  appiised  of  it,  disclaimed  all  power  to  interfere.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, all  that  seems  left  to  me  to  do  is  to  gather  such  information 
of  these  movements  as  I  may,  for  transmission  to  the  department  in  sea- 
son to  be  on  the  lookout  to  intercept  the  supplies  before  they  reach  the 

coast. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  85.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtony  September  10, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  of  the  30th  of  July  last, 
tvom  John  P.  Baldwin,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  to  Henry  Adderley,  at 
IN^assau,  New  Providence,  relative  to  the  shipment  of  arms  and  powder 
fix)m  that  place  for  tiie  use  of  the  insurgents  in  this  countrj%  The  exist- 
ing British  statute  for  the  prevention  of  armed  expeditions  against  coun- 
tries at  peace  with  Great  Britain  is  understood  to  be  similar  to  our  act 
of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  April,  1818.  Proceedings  like  that  referred  to 
in  the  letter  of  Baldwin,  however,  afibrd  us  special  reason  to  exi>ect  leg- 
islation on  the  part  of  the  British  government  of  the  character  of  our  act 
of  1838,  referred  to  in  my  instruction  to  you  of  the  7th  instant,  num- 
bered 83.  It  may  be,  however,  that  the  British  executive  government 
now  has  the  power  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  contraband  of  war 
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from  British  colonies  near  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  the  insur- 
gents in  the  South.  Should  this  be  the  fact,  you  will  bring  the  subject 
to  the  attention  of  Lord  Eussell,  and  request  that  proi)er  instructions  in 
regard  to  it  may  be  given  to  the  colonial  authorities. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,      

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c6c.,  cfcc.,  (6c. 

[For  inclosure  see  dispatch  No.  63,  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated 
October  4, 1861,post]  / 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  86.]  Department  of  State, 

WasMngtorij  September  11, 1861. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  August  23d  has  been  received. 
The  inefficiency  of  the  British  laws  to  prevent  violations  of  our  rights 
is  deeply  to  be  regretted.    We  shall  necessarily  be  obliged  to  exercise 
vigilance  in  detecting  the  unlawful  character  and  objects  of  British  ves- 
sels approaching  our  coasts,  which  will  not  be  pleasant  to  the  govern- 
ment whose  flag  they  will  be  perverting  to  such  unfriendly  uses. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obefient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  dbe. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  89.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  September  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  August  30  (No.  36)  has  been  received.  While 
I  regret  with  you  that  the  administration  of  tiie  laws  of  Great  Britain 
is  such  as  to  render  comparatively  ineffectual  your  efforts  to  defeat  there 
the  designs  of  parties  in  that  country  injurious  to  the  United  States,  I 
have  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  information  we  receive  from  you 
concerning  them  is  often  very  valuable,  and  enables  us  to  put  our  own 
authorities  here  in  a  way  of  vigilant  surveillance,  which  promises  good 
results. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Franois  Adams,  Esq.,  c0c.,  c£?c.,  (&o. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  97.]  Department  op  State, 

WasMngtonj  September  25, 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  September  6  (No.  38)  has  been  received. 

Our  naval  force  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  command  of  it  has 
recently  been  reorganized.  We  are  preparing  for  some  vigorous  demon- 
strations on  the  coast,  to  begin  in  about  ten  days ;  and  I  trust,  there- 
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fore,  that  "we  shall  be  able  to  defeat  on  this  side  the  enterprises  of  the 
insurgents,  which  we  have  been  unable  to  prevent  on  the  other. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  cfec,  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

ISo.  53.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  October  4, 1861. 
Sm:  •  •  •  •        .       •  • 

The  dispatch  No.  85^  dated  the  10th  of  September,  like  its  immediate 
i)redecessor,  No.  84,        ♦  *  ♦        relates  to  cases  of  violation 

of  neutrality  in  the  British  islands  in  the  West  Indies.  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  forward  copies  of  two  notes  addressed  by  me  to  Lord  Bussell, 
one  of  the  30th  September  and  the  other  of  the  following  day,  touching 
these  questions. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCI8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londo7ij  October  1, 1861. 

My  Lord  :  It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  find  myself  receiving,  at 
every  fresh  arrival  from  the  United  States,  instructions  from  my  gov- 
ernment to  make  representations  to  your  lordship  concerning  alleged 
violations  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  committed  by 
British  subjects  through  the  channel  of  the  colonies  situated  near  the 
United  States.  I  have  the  honor  now  to  submit  to  your  lordship's 
consideration  the  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  from  a  person  named 
John  P.  Baldwin,  li\ang  at  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  in  the  service  of  the 
insurgents,  addressed  to  Henry  Adderley,  esq.,  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence.  It  appears  by  this  letter  that  ^Nassau  has  been  made,  to 
some  extent,  an  entrepot  for  the  transmission  of  articles  contraband  of 
war  from  Great  Britain  to  the  ports  held  by  the  insurgents.  It  would 
be  a  great  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  learn  that  her  Majesty's  government  felt  itself  clothed  with  the 
necessary  power  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  such  contraband  from 
the  colonies  for  the  use  of  the  insurgents,  and  that  it  would  furnish  tiie 
necessary  instructions  to  the  local  authorities  to  attain  that  end. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation, with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

The  Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  ^.,  SfC.y  ^. 
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Mr.  Baldwin  to  Mr.  Adderley. 

EiOHMOND,  VmGiNLL,  July  30, 1861. 

My  Dear  Adderley  :  The  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  has  ordered  from  England,  to  be  shipped  to  Nassau, 
a  quantity  of  arms  and  powder.  I  have  recommended  them  to  be 
consigned  to  you,  and  I  have  to  ask  of  you,  as  a  favor  to  me,  to  take 
good  care  of  them.  I  will  be  with  you  soon,  and  will  expect  your  aid 
in  transhipping  the  same. 

I  must  request  you  to  regard  this  as  a  confidential  communication,  and 
will  explain  the  reasons  when  we  meet.  You  need  not  write  me  at  all 
on  the  subject. 

Hoping  soon  to  see  you,  I  remaiu  your  friend, 

tTNO.  P.  BALDWDif. 
Henry  Apderley,  Esq., 

Nassau^  ir.  P.,  Bahamas. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Ifo.  136.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  November  30, 1861. 
Sir:  •  •  *  •    •  •  • 

3d.  When  we  asked  the  British  government,  in  all  kindness,. to 
exclude  piratical  vessels  which  are  preying  upon  our  merchant  marine 
engaged  in  carrying  bread  to  Europe  from  British  ports,  we  received 
for  answer  that  the  law  offtfeers  of  the  crown  say  that  to  supply  such 
vessels  with  shelter,  coal,  and  provisions  does  not  conflict  with  her 
Majesty's  proclamation,  and  thus  these  pirates  are  afforded  by  Great 
Britain  privileges  which  are  denied  by  every  other  civilized  and 
Christian  state. 

•  •  •  #        .        •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Franois  Adams,  Esq.,  i&c.^  c£c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  105.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  January  24, 1862. 

Sir:  The  only  event  of  any  importance  connected  with  American 
affairs  that  has  happened  during  the  last  week  is  the  revocation  of  the 
orders  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  This 
wiU  release  the  large  quantity  of  saltpeter  in  the  hands  of  parties  here, 
and  will  probably  renew  the  activity  of  the  confederate  emissaries  in 
forwarding  supplies  to  the  insurgents.  Mr.  Davy  reports  to  me  the 
arrival  of  the  Bermuda  at  Hartlepool.  Though  it  is  denied  that  she  is 
to  be  dispatched  again,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it  only  a  pretense  in 
order  to  quiet  suspicion.  In  the  meanwhile  the  relative  position  of  the 
Kashville  and  of  the  Tuscarora  in  the  harbor  of  Southampton  remains 
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nnchanged.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Sumter,  having  been  warned  to 
leave  Cadiz^  has  put  into  Gibraltar,  after  capturing  two  vessels.  This 
tendency  to  take  refuge  in  British  ports  is  becoming  so  annoying  to  the 
government  here  that  I  sha^Ji  not  be  surprised  if  the  limit  of  twenty- 
four  hours'  stay  be  soon  adopted. 

I  h^ve  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  109.]  *  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris^  January  27, 1862. 

Sm :  Since  my  dispatch  of  the  18th  instant  I  have  received  yours, 

No.  97. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Your  dispatch  afforded  me  an  excuse  for  asking  of  Mr.  Thouvenel  a 
special  interview.  It  was  granted  for  Friday  last,  when  I  had  with  him 
a  long  conference,  and,  I  think,  made  an  impression  on  his  mind  in  ref- 
erence, at  all  events,  to  certain  points. 

I  suggested  to  him,  according  to  your  directions,  the  propriety  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  British  government  to  the  suggestion  in 
your  note  to  Mr.  Mercier  in  reference  to  the  better  settlement  of  certain 
principles  of  maritime  law.  I  assured  him  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  would  at  all  times  be  ready  and  willing  to  assent  to  any 
general  arrangement  which  would  have  for  its  effect  the  permanent  set- 
tlement of  the  rights  of  neutrals  on  a  liberal  basis :  that  we  did  not 
want  the  present  occasion  to  pass  without  fixing  upon  Great  Britain 
especially,  in  a  definite  form,  certain  principles  n)r  which  France  and 
the  United  States  had  always  contended,  but  to  which  Great  Britain 
had  never  yielded  her  assent.  I  reminded  him  that  while  we  were  not, 
at  the  present  moment,  in  the  most  favorable  position  to  move  in  such 
a  matter,  France  could,  under  all  the  circumstances,  with  great  propriety 
and  power,  take  the  initiative ;  that  it  seemed  to  me  very  desirable  she 
should  do  so,  and  that  something  should  be  done  before  the  question  of 
the  Trent  should  become  mere  matter  of  history,  to  take  its  place  as  a 
single  precedent  amongst  others,  and  to  be  dealt  with,  canvassed,  or 
avoided  by  the  statesmen  of  that  country  as  interest  or  inclination  might 
prompt.  Mr.  Thouvenel  thought  that  Great  Britain  could  not  now  get 
back  of  this  precedent,  but  said  that  France  could  do  nothing  alone; 
she  must  consult  with  other  powers.  He  suggested  a  commission  of 
jurisconsults,  who  should  prepare  and  present  for  discussion  certain 
questions,  which  should  be  submitted  to  a  congress  of  ministers  or  em- 
bassadors, something,  I  suppose,  after  the  manner  of  the  congress  of  Paris 
of  1856.  This  I  inferred  to  be  a  suggestion  only.  It  indicated,  however, 
a  willingness  to  act  in  the  matter,  if  any  available  means  could  be  found 
for  doing  so.  In  calling  his  attention,  among  other  matters,  to  those 
questions  affecting  the  interests  of  neutrals,  I  told  him  that,  without 
having  any  distinct  authority  from  my  government  for  saying  so,  I  had 
no  doubt  it  would  be  happy  to  adopt  the  most  liberal  policy  in  reference 
to  blockades,  either  to  abolish  them  by  the  general  assent  of  all  nations, 
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or  modify  them  in  ea^b.  way  as  to  make  them,  in  the  least  possible 
degree,  detrimental  to  the  great  interests  of  commerce.  He  at  once 
asked  if  I  intended  to  include  in  my  remark  the  blockade  that  we  had 
established  of  the  ports  of  the  Sonth.  Thi^  afforded  me  an  opportunity, 
and  I  replied,  in  the  language  of  your  dispatch,  by  telling  him  that  this 
blockade  was  "  a  thing  daily  more  and  more  falling  within  our  power  to 
modify,  if  not  remove  altogether.  ^  I  reminded  him  that  it  was  mani- 
festly the  interest  of  the  tTnited  States,  having  a  great  commercial 
marine,  (though  not  a  large  naval  power,)  to  remove  Sn  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  tne  most  tree  commercial  intercourse,  and  I  ventured  to  assure 
him  that  our  government  was  too  wise  and  far-seeing  to  permit  any 
transient  matter  to  interfere  with  the  attainment  of  a  great  end,  or  the 
adoption  of  a  most  liberal  and  enlightened  commercial  policy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTOK 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  182.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  February  13, 1862. 

Sir  :  Westerly  winds  have  hindered  the  steamers  so  that  it  is  only 
after  a  period  of  twenty  days  that  I  now  receive  your  dispatch  of  the 
24th  of  January,  No.  105. 

It  affords  us  pleasure  to  know  that  the  inhibition  against  the  expor- 
tation of  saltpeter,  which  was  so  unnecessary,  hos  been  rescinded. 

It  has  been  only  European  sympathies  and  Eurox>ean  aid  that  have 
enabled  our  disloyal  citizens  to  prolong  the  civil  war.  The  commercijJ 
advantages  which  Great  Britain  derives  from  her  present  policy  are,  a 
trade  with  the  insurgents  in  articles  contraband  of  war,  and  in  less 
illegitimate  merchaniUse  introduced  into  the  disloyal  States  in  contra- 
veqtion  of  a  vigorous  blockade.  Besides  this  commercial  advantage, 
Great  Britain  gains  the  security  of  an  acknowledgment  of  her  immu- 
nity as  a  neutral  by  the  pirates  who  are  engaged  in  destroying  our 
commerce.  But  the  pirates  are  outlaws,  having  the  control  of  not  one 
port  in  our  own  country.  On  the  other  hand,  what  inconveniences  do 
not  result  to  Great  Britain  herself  from  her  unnecessary  and  undeserved 
concessions  to  the  insurgents  !  Alarms,  apprehensions,  and  preparations 
for  war  with  that  one  of  all  the  nations  whose  constitution  and  habits 
most  incline  it  to  peace,  and  which^  if  left  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  is 
always  at  once  the  most  liberal  in  its  supplies  of  material  and  provisions 
to  the  British  manufacturers,  and  the  most  liberal  consumer  of  their 
fabrics. 

Has  not  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  our  internal  troubles 
been  adhered  to  long  enough  f  This  is  a  question  for  the  British  gov- 
ernment. K  the  British  government  shall  still  think  it  necessary  to 
persevere,  is  it  asking  too  much  of  them  that  they  shall  lend  the  protec- 
tion of  tneir  courts,  to  the  enforcement  of  the  neutrality  which  the 
'  Queen's  proclamation  commands  f  Will  they  stand  by  and  see  the  Ber- 
muda again  fitted  out  with  munitions  and  arms  by  British  subjects,  to 
be  employed  by  insurgents  in  their  attempts  to  overthrow  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  t 
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When  Spain  reftises  shelter  to  the  Sumter^  ia  Great  Efttain  willing 
that  she  shall  rest  jfrom  her  work  of  destniction,  and  repair  in  the  har- 
bor of  Gibraltar  f 

These  indulgences  extended  to  pirates,  who  are  destroying  our  com- 
merce, must,  sooner  or  later,  give  rise  to  the  questions.  What  wrong 
have  the  XJnited  States  done  or  even  meditated  against  Great  Britain  t 
What  duty  of  neutrality,  or  even  friendship,  which  they  owed  to  Great 
Britain,  have  they  failed  to  perform  J  What  fault  have  they  committed 
in  their  national  conduct!  They,  indeed,  are  involved  in  a  domestic 
strife,  but  it  is  a  strife  which,  while  they  are  fighting  for  their  own  exist- 
ence, is,  at  the  same  time,  purely  a  war  of  self-defense. 

In  your  own  way  please  bring  these  views  to  the  attention  of  Earl 
Eussell.  Meantime  I  shall  refer  the  matter  you  mention  relative  to  the 
Bermuda  and  the  Sumter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  ifavy.  I  doubt  not 
that,  if  we  must  maintain  war  in  European  waters  against  American 
pirates,  in  addition  to  the  naval  operations  in  which  we  already  are 
engaged  nearer  home,  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  that  responsibility  with 
full  success. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <£ro.,  &c.j  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  184  ]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  February  14, 1862. 

Sm :  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  copy*  of  a  communication  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  consul  genei^  of  the 
United  States  at  Havana.  It  has  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  mas- 
ter of  the  English  steamer  General  Miramon,  off  the  port  of  Mobile,  in 
the  month  of  May  last.  It  will  be  seen  that,  in  violation  of  a  solemn 
pledge,  the  captain  of  the  General  Miramon  grossly  abused  a  privilege 
granted  to  him  by  Flag  Officer  McKean  j&om  motives  of  humanity. 

You  will  make  the  facta  known  to  the  British  government,  and  express 
the  expectation  of  the  President  that,  if  that  government  has  the  neces- 
sary power^  it  will  cause  the  captain  of  the  Muumon  to  be  suitably  pun- 
ished for  his  perfidy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbancis  Adamb,  Esq.,  c£?o.,  d^c,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

WasMngtonj  February  21, 1862. 

My  Lobb:  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  the  copy  of  an  instruc- 
tion &om  Earl  Eussell  which  you  left  with  me,  and  which  bears  the  date 
of  January  23d. 

In  this  paper  Earl  Eussell  sets  forth  certain  points  upon  which  the 

*For  inclosure  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  131,  March  13,  ISGS^^ 
po9t 
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British  government  differs  from  some  of  the  conclusions  which  I  pre- 
sented to  you  in  my  note  upon  the  Trent  aflTair,  of  the  26th  of  December 
last. 

It  is  i)erceived  that  these  differences  do  not  disturb  the  conclusion 
contained  in  that  pax)er  ux>on  which  the  case  of  the  Trent  was  disposed 
of  by  this  government. 

The  differences  stated  by  Earl  Eussell  involve  questions  of  neutral 
rights  in  maritime  wariiare,  which,  though  of  confessed  importance,  are 
not  practically  presented  in  any  case  of  conflict  now  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  Oreat  Britain.  It  is  very  desirable,  however,  that 
these  questions  should  be  settled,  if  possible,  by  an  early  understand- 
ing between  the  two  governments.  Nevertheless,  Earl  EusseJl,  I  think, 
wUl  agree  with  me  that  they  relate  only  to  a  part  of  the  international 
law  of  maritime  war,  while  there  are  other  and  kindred  questions  equally 
imx>ortant  and  equally  likely  to  arise  in  the  disturbed  condition  of  affairs 
wluch  exists  on  this  continent,  and  in  any  conflict  which  may  happen  in 
Europe.  All  such  questions,  moreover,  affect  not  only  these  two  nations, 
but  all  the  other  maritime  powers.  Earl  Eussell  need  not  be  reminded 
that  the  necessity  which  has  existed  for  meliorations  of  the  law  of  mari- 
time war  in  regard  to  neutrals  has  been  a  subject  of  debates  and  even 
of  conventions  of  such  powers.  The  friendly  relations  which  this  gov- 
ernment holds  to  such  powers  require  that  all  that  it  does  in  this  con- 
nection should  be  done  with  their  fuU  knowledge  and  with  an  expressed 
desire  for  their  co-operation.  This  government  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  seeking  to  promote  such  meliorations  through  such  conventions.  Its 
views  on  this  subject  have  undergone  no  change.  It  wiU  cheerfully 
second  any  negotiations  to  that  end  which  Great  Britain,  or  any  other 
maritime  power,  wiU  inaugurate.  If  it  shall  seem  preferable,  it  will  itself 
initiate  such  proceediags.  Our  ministers  accredited  to  such  powers  will, 
at  an  early  day,  receive  fuU  instructions  to  this  effect.  In  the  mean- 
time, your  lordship  may  assure  Earl  Eussell  that,  while  the  United  States 
will  justly  claim  as  their  own  the  belligerent  rights  which  the  customary 
practice  allows  to  nations  engaged  in  war,  according  to  our  present  con- 
victions, there  is  no  melioration  of  the  maritime  law,  or  of  the  actual 
practice  of  maritime  war,  that  the  leading  maritime  states,  including 
Great  BritaiQ,  shall  think  desirable,  which  wiU  not  be  cheerfully  assented 
to  by  theXJnited  States,  even  to  the  most  liberal  asylum  for  persons  and 
the  extreme  point  of  exemption  of  private  property  from  conflscation  in 
maritime  war. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the  assur- 
ance of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H..SEWAED. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  cj^c,  &c,j  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  131.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  13, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  No. 
184,  of  the  14th  of  February,  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  in 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  master  of  the  British  steamer  General  Mira- 
mon,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 
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It  will  be  perceived  that  I  have  ventured  to  introduce  another  and  a 
different  cause  of  complaint,  which  suggested  itself  to  me  in  the  perusal 
of  the  report  of  the  discussion  in  l^th  houses  of  Parliament  on  tiie 
blockade.  I  have  done  so,  not  in  the  expectation  of  effecting  any  pur- 
pose of  checking  the  notorious  tendency  of  ihe  commercial  classes,  but 
rather  to  put  on  record  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  the  consciousness  of  its  existence ;  for  the  time  may  come  when 
there  will  be  attempts  to  deny  it.  There  are  people  in  England  who 
still  pretend  that  the  complaints  which  brought  on  the  war  of  1812  were 
ill  founded.  But  for  the  evidence  perpetuated  by  the  official  records  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States^  this  story  might  become  the  estab- 
lished faith  of  the  nation.  And  so  it  may  be  in  the  event  of  a  restora- 
tion of  our  affairs.  It  will  probably  be  affirmed  here  that  there  was  a 
rigid  abstinence  throughout  our  time  of  trial  from  all  attempts  to  do  us 
injury.  In  opposition  to  this,  it  may  be  as  well  to  have  it  in  our  power 
to  show  that,  outside  of  the  lines  of  the  rebel  States,  nearly  all  the  active 
sympathy  and  positive  assistance  has  come  from  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain.  At  this  very  moment  the  means  which  the  insurgents  have  to 
carry  on  the  war  are  derived  from  them,  and  vessels  are  fitting  out  as 
well  as  actually  on  the  way  to  supply  them  continually  with  more. 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  just  received  from  Lord  Bussell,  in  acknowl- 
edgment of  mine. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAH  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  March  10, 1862. 

My  Lobd:  It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  am  constrained  to  lay  before 
you  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Department  of  State  by  the 
consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  containing  a  serious 
complaint  against  the  conduct  of  the  master  of  the  British  steamer  Cen- 
eral  Miramon,  off  the  port  of  Mobile,  in  the  month  of  May  last. 

It  would  appear  from  the  statements  therein  made,  if  in  accordance 
with  the  facts,  that  Captain  Golding  took  advantage  of  a  privilege 
granted  te  him  to  enter  the  port  of  Mobile,  upon  his  profession'  of  a  de- 
sire to  perform  an  act  of  humanity^  to  abuse  the  confidence  thus  placed 
in  him,  by  discharging  one  cargo  of  merchandise,  and  taking  off  another, 
in  violation  of  the  blockade  known  to  be  established  at  that  place. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  remind  your  lordship  how  piuch  the  disposi- 
tion to  relieve  to  neutral  nations  the  inconveniences  inevitably  attending 
a  blockade  must  be  affected  by  the  misconduct  of  such  of  their  citizens 
as  prove  to  have  no  respect  for  moral  obligations.  It  is  not  without 
regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  add  that  this  is  by  no  means  the  only 
instance  which  has  come  within  my  observation  of  a  desire  of  Britidfi 
citizens  to  interfere  with  the  blocj^ade  in  every  maimer  possible.  Not 
only  have  the  newspapers  in  Great  Britain  contained  advertisements  of 
vessels  about  to  depart,  with  the  declared  intention  of  violating  it,  but  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  respectable  assurance  companies  in  London 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  establish  a  specific  rate  of  premium  at  which  they 
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are  prepared  to  guarantee  the  property  engaged  in  such  unlawful  ven- 
ture. The  effect  of  such  conduct,  in  weakening  the  confidence  which 
my  countrymen  desire  to  feel  in  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  is  easily  to  be  conceived.  It  is  no  part  of  my  intention 
in  making  this  representation  to  imply  the  existence  of  any  desire  on  the 
part  of  her  Majesty's  ministers,  or  of  the  British  nation  at  large  to  give 
tiie  smallest  countenance  to  such  hostile  demonstrations. 

My  purpose  is  rather  to  solicit  such  action,  if  it  be  within  the  power 
of  the  government,  as  may,  by  putting  the,  seal  of  public  reprobation 
upon  a  single  well-authenticat^  act  of  dishonesty,  serve  to  deter  other 
evil-minded  persons  from  pursuing  the  same  path  in  future. 

Praying  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consid- 
eration, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAjaiiES  FEAJ^OIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  cj^c,  c0c.,  c£o. 


Mr.  Shvfeldt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  9.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havanay  January  24:^  1862. 

Sie  :  I  inclose  a  letter  of  mine  to  J.  T.  Crawford,  esq.,  her  Britannic 
Mjyesty's  consul  general,  in  which  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  inform  Mr. 
Crawford  of  the  conduct  of  the  master  of  the  English  steamer  "  Gene- 
ral Miramon^  off  the  port  of  Mobile,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  as  therein 
expressed.  I  also  inclose  his  reply  4;hereto. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

B,  W.  SHUFELDT, 

Consul  Oeneral. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Shu/eldt  to  Mr.  Crawford. 

United  States  Consulate  General, 

Havana^  January  18, 1862. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  desire  to  communicate  for  your  information  the  fact, 
received  from  flag  Of&cer  McKean,  of  the  United  States  blockading  fleet 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  that  the  English  steamer  "  Miramon,"  now  or 
recently  lying  in  this  port,  was  permitted  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Mobile 
under  a  solemn  pledge  from  the  master,  named  Golding,  that  he  would 
come  out,  without  breaking  cargo,  on  the  following  day,  his  object  being 
to  land  a  lady  passenger,  and  seriously  ill.  This  occurrence  happened  in 
May  last,  and  the  permission  was  granted  by  Flag  Officer  McKean  him- 
self. In  violation  of  thi^  pledge,  the  Miramon  d^charged  her  cargo  in 
Mobile,  and  has  recently  brought  another  to  this  port.  I  need  not  say  to 
you  that  so  gross  an  abuse  of  a  privilege  granted  purely  from  motives  of 
humanity  will  render  the  future  movements  of  this  vessel  liable  to  more 
than  ordinary  suspicion. 
I  am,  my  dear  sir,  truly  and  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W,  SHUFELDT, 

Consul  Oeneral. 
J.  T.  Crawford,  C.  B., 

Ser  Britannic  Majesty^a  Consul  Oeneral  in  Cuba. 

1  I 


528  ENFORCEMENT  OP  NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  Crawford  to  Mr.  Shufeldt 

Havana,  January  20, 1862. 

My  Dear  Sir  and  OoLLEAauE :  I  hare  the  pleasure  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  communicating  to  me 
the  fact,  which  you  have  received  from  Flag  Officer  McKean^  of  the 
United  States  blockading  fleet  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  respecting  the 
British  steamer  "  Gener^  Miramon,''  which  vessel  Flag  Officer  Mc- 
Kean  informs  you  he  permitted  to  enter  the  port  of  Mobile  under  a 
solemn  pledge  from  the  master,  named  Golding,  that  he  would  come  out 
without  breaking  cargo  on  tne  following  day;  but  that  the  master 
violated  that  pledge,  as  the  "  Miramon  "  discharged  her  cargo  at  Mobile, 
and  has  recenty  brought  another  to  this  port ;  and  you  observe  that 
such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  master  will  render  the  future  move- 
ments of  this  vessel  liable  to  more  than  ordinary  suspicion. 

I  notice  by  the  "Diario  de  la  Marina''  that  the  "  General  Miramon''  is 
advertised  for  sale  here,  but  I  have  no  idea  of  what  will  be  her  future 
movements. 

Believe  me  to  remain,  my  dear  sir  and  colleague,  yours,  very  truly 
and  sincerely, 

JOSEPH  T.  GEAWFOED. 
Consul  General  in  Cuba. 

E.  W.  Shufeldt,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul  General^  Havana. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoREiaN  Office,  March  13, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
lOtii  instant,  calling  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  captain  of  the  British 
steamer  General  Miramon^  as  reported  to  your  government  by  the  United 
States  consul  at  Havana,  m  discharging  a  cargo  of  merchandise  and  tak- 
ing off  another  at  Mobile;  the  captain  of  the  Greneral  Miramon  having 
been  allowed  to  enter  that  port  while  under  blockade,  in  consequence  of 
his  ha\ing  stated  to  the  commander  of  the  blockading  squadron  that  his 
object  in  going  to  Mobile  was  to  perform  an  act  of  humanity.  You  also 
call  my  attention  to  the  nimiber  of  vessels  lading  cargoes  in  this  coun- 
try with  the  declared  intention  of  running  the  blockade,  and  you  request 
that  her  Majesty's  government  will  take  such  action  in  the  matter  as 
may  be  within  their  power. 

I  have  the  honor,  in  reply,  to  state  that,  if  the  facts  as  alleged  against 
the  captain  of  the  General  Miramon  are  not  susceptible  of  a  satisfactory 
explanation,  her  Majesty's  government  would  much  regret  that  a  British 
ship-master  should  have  abused  the  confidence  of  the  commander  of  the 
United  States  blockading  squadron;  and,  as  regards  the  second  point  to 
which  you  call  my  attention,  I  have  to  assure  you  that  the  matter  shall 
have  the  due  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^e.,  dr.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  135.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  27, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  depart- 
ment of  dispatches  numbered  from  199  to  208,  inclusive. 

It  will  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  by  the  reception  of  my  dispatch 
iNo.  131,  of  the  13th  of  March,  that  1  had  already  acted  in  conformity 
with  the  suggestions  contained  in  your  No.  207,  dated  on  the  11th,  by 
addressing  a  note  to  Earl  Russell  in  remonstrance  against  the  notorious 
activity  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  efforts  to  set  at  nought  the 
blockade.    To  that  communication  I  have  not  yet  rexjeived  a  reply. 
The  reception  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  con- 
taining additional  infbrmation  to  the  same  effect,  supplied  me  with  a 
new  occasion  to  write  to  his  lordship  in  the  spint  of  your  dispatch  No. 
196,  of  the  27th  of  February.    A  copy  of  this  latest  note,  dated  the  26th 
instant,  is  herewith  transmitted.    After  a  full  conversation  with  Mr. 
Morse,  we  both  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  evidence  in  our  pos- 
session would  not  sustain  so  broad  a  position  as  that  contemplated  in 
your  letter;  for,  whatever  may  have  been  the  purposes  of  the  con- 
federate emissaries  and  their  friends,  pending  the  difficulties  connected 
with  the  Trent  case — and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  they  went  to  the  full 
extent  indicated — I  fancy  they  have  shrunk  within  much  smaller  com- 
pass since  that  speck  of  war  has  disappeared.     The  activity  is  now 
mainly  directed  to  the  expediting  of  every  species  of  supply  through  the 
means  of  steam  vessels,  which  may  themselves  be  turned  to  some  account 
in  the  way  of  illicit  trade  or  of  piratical  warfare.    Of  these  last,  the 
Oreto  seems  to  be  the  only  one  likely  to  prove  formidable.    I  thought 
it,  therefore,  a  good  opportunity  to  place  upon  his  lordship  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  consequences  of  permitting  himself  to  be  deluded  by  what 
I  cannot  help  thinking  the  willful  blindness  and  credulous  partiality  of 
the  British  authorities  at  Liverpool.    From  the  experience  of  the  j)ast, 
I  have  little  or  no  confidence  in  the  success  of  any  application  that  may 
be  made  of  the  kind.    It  is  not  the  less  important,  for  all  that,  to  per- 
petuate the  testimony  for  future  use.    That  Great  Britain  did,  in  the 
most  terrible  moment  of  our  domestic  trial,  in  struggling  with  a  mon- ' 
strous  social  evil  she  had  earnestly  professed  to  abhor,  coldly  and  at 
once  assume  our  inability  to  master  it,  and  then  become  the  only  for- 
eign nation  steadily  contributing  in  every  indirect  way  possible  to  verify 
its  prejudgment,  will  probably  be  the  verdict  made  up  against  her  by 
posterity  on  a  calm  comparison  of  the  evidence.    I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  such  has  been  the  course  of  the  whole  people.    A  considerable  por- 
tion of  them  in  all  classes  have  been  actuated  by  nobler  views.    There 
is,  throughout  England,  a  great  deal  of  warm  though  passive  sympathy 
with  America.    But  there  is  likewise  an  extraordinary  amount  of  fear 
as  well  as  of  jealousy.    And  it  is  these  last  passions  which  have  per- 
vaded'the  mass'of  the  governing  classes,  until  they  have  inscribed  for 
the  whole  nation  a  moral  and  political  record  which  no  subsequent  action 
will  ever  avail  to  obliterate. 

I  am  bound  to  notice  in  several  of  your  late  dispatches  a  strong  dis- 
position to   press  upon  the  British  government   an  argument  for   a 
retraction  of  its  original  error  in  granting  to  the  rebels  the  rights  of  a 
belligerent.    There  may  come  a  moment  when  such  a  proceeding  might 
34  A  C— VOL.  I 
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m^4*in  to  uw  lik<*ly  to  ho,  of  um.  But  I  mn.st  frankly  confpfts  that  I  do 
uoi  m'tt  li  yttL  TUa  vt^ry  lant  HfM*<'cb  of  I»rd  KuHHell  in  the  House  of 
lMft'i\H  Im,  from  h<*^inntr)^  to  r^nd,  inHpircd  by  an  opj>osite  idea.  The 
HmhI  diMt'iiotion  of  th«  United  Htaten,  and  the  ultimate  recognition  of  the 
m*i',vil\ui^  HUiU'H,  areaH  viHible  in  every  word  of  that  address  as  they  were 
in  the  hotter  of  the.  Mame  nobleman  to  iMr.  Kdwardes  on  the  14th  of  May 
lant.  Lonl  Palm<*rMt4in  has  enU^rtained  tlie  same  conviction.  •  •  • 
The  foreign  polic'y  c»f  the  j^ovc^nment,  upon  which  its  friends  almost 
exi'hiNlv4'ly  di'pend  for  what  is  left  it  of  popularity  in  the  nation,  rests 
upon  this  hHHJs.  •  •  •  Por  these  reasons  I  res])ectliilly  submit 
to  your  coiiHl<l<»ratlon  my  doubts  about  the  expediency  of  moving  in 
this  diroctloti  now.  Indeed,  shouhl  it  so  happen  that  the  existing  indi- 
eatlons  of  an  rarly  t<'nnination  of  the  struggle  continue  to  multiply, 
fclM'i'e  will  Ih^  little  occasion  for  further  remonstrance  of  any  kind  here; 
for  the  clIspoHltlon  to  help  a  party  once  that  it  is  felt  to  he  certainly 
sinking  Is  not  vory  c(mnn(m  among  either  politic^U  or  commercial  men; 
and  there  mv  no  others  in  (Ireat  Hritain  who  would  stop  to  shed  a  tewc 
over  tlH^  fallen  fortunes  of  the  (puisi-belligerent  of  their  own  creation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FliANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  II.  RRWAun, 

Nveretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adami  to  Earl  Russell. 

Lkoation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  25, 1862. 

M  V  liOUn :  I  have  tho  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  ivtvlved  (txm\  the  consul  of  the  ITniteii  States  at  Liverixiol, 
liMiehing  the  (Mise  of  the  steam  gunl>oat  Oreto,  which  I  have  already 
made  the  sul\|(H't  of  a  eoinmunieatiou  some  time  ago.  It  is  with  great 
iH^hie^ntuH*  that  I  am  driven  to  the  conviction  that  the  representations 
iMiuh^  to  your  lortlship  of  the  purjKvses  and  destination  of  that  vessel 
weiv  tlehisive,  and  that  though  at  lirst  it  may  have  been  intended  for 
wnA'iee  tn  Sielly,  yet  that  such  an  intention  has  been  long  since  aban- 
doned in  t^iet^  auu  the  prt^tenst^  haa  been  held  up  only  the  better  to  con- 
fH^jd  the  true  t^l\jtM»t  of  the  jmrtit^  engagini.  That  object  is  to  make  war 
on  the  Ihdtetl  8tatt^  AH  the  iH^riHUis  thus  ftir  known  to  be  most  eou- 
mvttnl  with  the  uutlert^^king  an^  either  direi»tly  employed  by  the  insur- 
ItiMUs  in  the  Tnit^Ml  Statt^  of  America^  or  residents  of  Great  Britain 
notoriously  in  s,vui)mtl)^v  with  and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  them  on 
UuH  side  of  the  water* 

U  Is  with  the  dtH^iH>st  n^gret  that  the  President  directs  me  to  snbmit  to 
b^r  Mi\it>sfyV  gtwertuueiit  a  repn^mh^tion  of  the  unfortunate  efiect  pro- 
dmnnl  «|hw  the  uuadsof  the|HH>|deof  the  United  States  th>m  the  convic- 
tion that  m^rty  all  of  the  assistance  that  is  now  obtained  finom  abroad  by 
the  i^TsiUis  SI  in  in  amis  against  their  governments  and  which  enables 
them  t\i  e^^itinne  the  struggle*  emnes  t[h>m  the  kingiiom  of  Great  Brit- 
^n  and  its  de|H^ndeiHM^>s,  Neither  is  this  impression  relievetl  by  the 
intxM^ialH^i  that  the  existing  nuiniei)^)  hiws  aivlVnimi  to  be  insofSk^ient, 
iwhI  «K>  mv|  t\umisK  nH^ans  of  |Mre\>^ntitm  atieqnate  to  tlie  emergency. 
THe  duty  i^"  nati^^ns  in  amity  with  e^ich  other  voald  seem  to  be  plauii, 
iM  t\>  sufl^  their  g\HHi  fiuth  to  be  vk^Hted  by  ill-disposed  ptx^ons  vithiA 
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their  borders  merely  from  the  ineflftcacy  of  their  prohibitory  policy. 
Such  is  the  view  which  my  government  has  been  disposed  to  take  of  its 
own  obligations  in  similar  cases,  and  such,  it  doubts  not,  is  that  of  all 
foreign  pations  with  which  it  is  at  peace.  It  is  for  that  reason  I  depre-. 
cate  the  inference  that  may  be  drawn  from  the  issue  of  the  investiga- 
tion which  your  lordship  caused  to  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto, 
should  that  vessel  be  ultimately  found  issuing  safely  from  tliis  king- 
dom and  preying  on  the  commerce  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Not  doubting  myself  the  sincerity  and  earnest  desire  of  your  lordship  to 
do  all  that  is  within  your  power  to  fulfill  every  requirement  of  interna- 
tional amity,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  all  the  favorable  effect  of  it  may  be 
neutralized  by  the  later  evidence  of  adverse  results.  It  is  no  part  of 
my  intention  to  imply  the  want  of  fidelity  or  of  good  will  in  any  quarter. 
I  desire  to  confine  myself  closely  within  the  pale  of  my  duty,  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  precise  causes  of  uneasiness  between  the  two  countries, 
and  an  earnest  desire  to  remove  them.  Firmly  convinced  that  the  actual 
position  of  things  in  connection  with  the  hostile  equipment  in  British 
waters  by  no  means  does  justice  to  the  true  disposition  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  I  am  anxious  to  place  the  matter  before  your  lordship  in 
such  a  light  as  to  obtain  the  evidence  more  perfectly  to  establish  the 
truth.* 

I  am  further  instructed  to  say  that,  well  aware  of  the  embarrassment 
and  losses  sustained  by  the  nations  with  which  the  United  States  aie  in 
amity,  through  the  operation  of  the  restrictive  measures  to  which  th^ 
government  has  felt  itself  obliged  to  have  recourse  in  its  efforts  to  sup- 
press the  insurrection  within  its  borders,  it  has  ever  been  its  desire  to 
hapten  ,the  moment  when  it  might  be  practicable  to  rescind  them,  con- 
sistently with  the  attainment  of  its  great  object.  But  to  that  end  much 
must  necessarily  depend  upon  the  degree  in  which  co-operation  with  its 
policy,  or  the  contrary,  may  be  experienced  from  without.  It  is  obvious 
that  just  in  projwrtion  to  the  success  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  ill-in- 
tentioned people  of  foreignfcountries  to  violate  the  blockade  must  be  the 
endeavors  to  enforce  it  with  increased  stringency.  So  also  in  propor- 
tion to  the  success  of  such  persons  in  supplying,  by  violation  of  law, 
the  insurgents  with  the  means  of  continuing  their  resistance  must  be  the 
delay  in  restoring  to  all  honest  people  the  customary  facilities  of  trade 
and  intercourse  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled.  It  has  not  be^n  with- 
out great  regret  that  the  government  has  been  compelled  to  observe  the 
extent  to  which  her  Majesty's  flag  has  been  abused  to  subserve  the  pur- 
poses of  the  disa^ected,  and  thus  to  continue  the  present  depressed  con- 
dition of  legitimate  trade.  Avery  great  proportion  of  the  vessels  which 
attempted  to  violate  the  blockade  appear  to  be  fit^d  out  directly  from 
Great  Britain  or  some  of  her  dei)endencies.  The  effect  of  permitting 
such  violations  of  good  faith  to  go  unnoticed  by  government  is  not  merely 
to  create  an  untbrtunate  degree  of  irritation  in  America,  implicating 
many  far  beyond  the  sphere  of  the  unworthy  parties  concerned  in  pro- 
ducing it,  but  to  postpone  proportionately  the  prospect  of  bringing  about 
a  better  state  of  things.  It  is  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  from  a  desire 
earnestly  felt  by  the  President  to  maintain  unuroken  all  the  customary 
relations  of  amity  with  Great  Britain,  that  I  have  been  directed  to  make 
the  present  representation.  Any  suggestion  of  the  means  best  adapted 
to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of  is  deemed  a  matter  exclusively  with- 
in the  competency  of  those  in  whom  the  decision  to  act  is  vested.    Dis« 

*No  order  was  ever  sent  out  to  Naesau  to  seize  the  Oreto  that  Mr.  Dudley  is  aware  of. 
(Letter  of  May  18, 1868.) 
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claiming  every  wish  to  solicit  more  than  my  government  would  in  it« 
torn  be  prepared  under  similar  circumstances  to  concede,  and  entertain- 
ing full  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  ministers  on  their 
part  to  act  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability  in  the  same  spirit,  I  pray  your 
lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with  which 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  d^c,  drc,  itc. 

[For  the  inclosed  note  of  Mr.  Dudley,  dated  March  22,  1862,  see 
"  Rebel  Cruisers,"  subdivision  "  Florida,''  post ;  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams 
to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  135,  March  27,  1802.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  8eward. 

[Extracts.] 

IKo.  140.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  3, 1862. 

SiB:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the  de- 
partment, numbered  209,  210,  and  211.  They  make  particular  reference 
only  to  one  subject,  the  revocation  by  Great  Britain  of  her  recognitioa 
of  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent.  1  have  already,  in  my  dispatc^h  No. 
135,  of  the  27th  of  March,  submitted  my  views  on  the  expediency  of 
pressing  the  subject  just  at  this  time..  After  consultation  with  some  of 
our  friends,  I  still  adhere  to  the  opinion.  A  few  weeks  more  of  news  like 
that  we  have  received  for  some  time  back  may  dispose  of  it  with6ut  fur- 
ther difficulty.    On  the  other  hand,  a  contrary  current  would  subject  us 

to  needless  mortification  in  a  refusal. 

•  ••••••• 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Lord  EussdPs  note  to  me  of  the  27th, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  25th  of  March,  on  the  subject  of  the  gunboat 
Oreto  and  the  agency  of  British  subjects  in  supplying  aid  to  the  rebels. 
It  is  pretty  much  what  I  expected.  The  Oret6  has  sailed  from  Liver- 
pool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCrS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  27, 1862. 

Sra:  Upon  receiving  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  I  immediately 
directed  that  the  treasury  and  customs  department  should  be  requested 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the  Oreto 
is  equipped  for  the  purpose  of  making  war  on  the  United  States;  and  if 
that  fact  can  be  proved,  to  detain  the  vessel. 

The  charge  that  ne^irly  all  the  assistance  now  obtained  from  abroad  by 
persons  still  in  arms  against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  enables  them  to  continue  the  struggle,  comes  from  Great  Britain 
and  its  dependencies,  is  somewhat  vague.  1  believe  the  greater  part  of 
the  arms  and  ammunition  sent  from  this  country  to  America  duiing  the 
struggle  has  gone  to  the  United  States. 
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I  agree  with  you  in  the  statement  that  the  duty  of  nations  in  amity 
with  each  other  is  not  to  suffer  their  good  faith  to  be  violated  by  ill-dis-^ 
posed  persons  within  their  borders  merely  from  the  inefficiency  of  their 
prohibitory  policy.  But  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  a  duty  not  to  punish 
l^ersons  on  suspicion,  without  any  proof  of  their  evil  intent.  It  is  not 
the  custom  of  this  country  to  deprive  any  person  of  liberty  or  property 
without  evidence  of  some  offense.  If  such  evidence  can  be  obtained, 
the  laws  are  sufi^cient  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  their  evil  de- 
signs against  friendly  nations. 

You  have  not  yourself  hitherto  furnished  me  with  evidence  that  any 
vessel  has  received  a  hostile  or  warlike  equipment  in  British  waters, 
which  has  been  afterwards  used  against  the  United  States.  The  care 
that  was  taken  to  prevent  the  warlike  equipment  of  the  Kashville  in 
British  waters  must  be  familiar  to  your  recollection. 

With  regard  to  co-operation  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  in 
respect  to  the  blockade,  I  must  remind  you  that  Great  Britain  has  ab- 
stained, as  far  as  possible,  from  complaints  of  the  irregularity  of  the 
blockade  which  has  been  instituted. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  mindful  of  the  suddenness  of 
the  danger  with  which  the  United  States  were  threatened ;  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  naval  force  then  at  the  disposal  of  the  government,  and  of 
the  great  difficulty  of  blockading  a  coast  of  three  thousand  mUes.  But 
beyond  forbearance  and  a  liberal  interpretation  of  the  law  of  nations  in 
favor  of  the  United  States  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  go.  If  by 
co-operation  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  is  meant  either  taking 
part  in  the  civil  war  still  raging,  or  imposing  restraints  on  the  Queen's 
subjects  unknown  to  international  law,  I  cannot  undertake  that  her 
Majesty's  government  will  adopt  either  of  those  courses.  It  would  be 
an  unheard-of  measure  to  pr(»hibit  merchants  from  sending  ships  to  sea 
destined  to  the  southern  ports.  Should  such  ships  attempt  to  violate 
the  blockade,  capture  and  condemnation  are  the  proper  penalty  of  such 
attempts.    Ko  authority  can  be  found  for  any  other. 

But  while  these  attempts  are  made  on  the  one  side,  the  United  States 
government  have  willingly  received  in  the  ranks  of  their  army  British 
subjects,  who  violate  the  Queen's  proclamation,  in  order  to  serve  against 
the  confederates.  iNay,  the  law  of  the  United  States,  by  which  parents 
can  prevent  the  enlistment  of  their  sons,  being  minors,  has  been  set 
aside,  to  the  prejudice  of  British  subjects,  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 
thoughtless  lads  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age. 

These  evils  are  perhaps  inseparable  from  the  unhappy  contest  now 
carried  on  in  America.  I  can  only  trust  it  may  have  a  speedy  termina- 
tion, suitable  to  the  reputation  of  the  United  States,  and  conducive  to 
the  future  happiness  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  so  lately  pros- 
perous and  united. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams  Esq*,  cfec,  cfec,  cfcc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  225.]  Department  of  State, 

Wasfmigton^  April  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  revert  to  a  subject  upon  which  I  have 
already  written  to  you  more  than  once  with  deep  concern,  namely,  the 
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fitting  out  of  vessels  of  war  in  England  for  the  service  of  the  insur- 
gents. 

The  report  now  conies  to  us  that  one  or  two  iron -clad  vessels  for  that 
service  are  ready  in  England,  and  that  Captain  Bullock  is  there  with 
men  to  bring- them  to  our  shores. 

It  is  notorious  that  while  the  government  of  Great  Britain  have  form- 
ally departed  trom  the  friendly  relations  which  existed  between  the  two 
countries  tiefore  the  insurrection  began,  and  have  assumed  an  attitude 
of  neutrality  between  the  belligerents  and  this  government,  British  sub- 
jects have  become  aiders  and  abettors  of  the  insurrection  in  every  pos- 
sible way,  and  that  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  military  stores  of  the  in- 
surgents are  constantly  shipped  from  British  ports,  and  those  who  bring 
them  are  provided  in  every  form  with  directions  and  facilities  for  enter- 
ing our  country  in  violation  of  our  blockade. 

This  government  entertains  no  more  doubt  of  the  stability  of  this 
federal  Union  than  her  Majesty's  government  do  of  the  stability  of  the 
union  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  question  arises  whether  the  government  of  - 
Gi-eat  Britain  are  a<Jtually  indifferent  upon  the  subject  of  the  relations 
which  .must  exist  between  the  two  countries.  Are  they  willing  that,  so 
long  as  the  insurgents  shall  be  able  to  protract  a  hopeless  warfare 
against  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  American  people,  they  shall  avail 
themselves  of  the  aid  and  sympathy  of  a  sordid  class  of  persons  in  the 
British  islands,  to  whom  the  disturbance  of  lawful  commerce  and  the 
subversion  of  all  honest  interests  of  either  country  are  of  no  value  when 
weighed  against  their  own  gains  from  a  hostile  and  unlawful  trade? 

The  President  does  not  believe  that  the  British  government  are  con- 
sciously tolerating  the  injurious  practices  of  which  I  have  complained. 
But  I  am  instrticted  to  Rsk  you  once  more  to  bring  these  complaints  to 
the  notice  of  Earl  liussell,  in  the  hope  that  the  time  may  have  at  last 
come  when  British  subjects,  deliberately  and  wickedly  engaged  as  abet- 
tors in  the  existing  warfare  against  the  government,  may  be  subjected 
to  some  restraint,  or  at  least  l^  made  to  feel  her  Majesty's  severe  dis- 
pleasure. The  President  would  not  be  content  without  doing  all  that 
lies  in  his  power  to  arrest  a  growing  discontent  on  the  part  of  the 
American  people,  fast  ripening  into  an  alienation  which  would  perplex 
and  embarrass  the  two  nations  for  an  indefinite  period. 
I  q.ui,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  238.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  April  26, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  April  11, 1862,  has  been  received.  It  is  cer- 
tainly to  be  regretted  that  the  British  government  does  not  see  fit  to 
arrest,  in  some  way,  the  proceedings  of  the  parties  engaged  in  supply- 
ing the  insurrectionists  in  our  country  with  materiel  of  war.  How  sin- 
gularly this  course  contrasts  with  the  generous  enthusiasm  of  those 
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states  which  send  as  soldiers  by  hundreds  of  thousands  to  uphold  the 
American  Union. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAJtf  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  <fec.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mn  Seward. 

No.  164.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  22, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledgre  the  receptiomof  dispatches  from  the 
depaf  tment  numbered  from  243  to  246,  both  inclusive,  and  also  of  two 
printed  circulars  dated,  respectively,  on  the  3d  and  5th  of  May,  conse- 
quent upon  the  recovery  of  New  Orleans. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  matter  contained  in  these  which  calls  f©r  par- 
ticular notice,  unless  it  be  tlie  injunction  upon  me  to  renew  my  appeals 
to  the  government  of  Great  Britain  for  the  revocation  of  the  recognition 
of  belligerent  rights,  its  original  false  step. 

1  had  little  expectation  of  success,  but  I  felt  it  my  duty  at  once  to 
execute  the  orders.  So,  after  the  forms  in  connection  with  the  slave 
trade  treaty  on  Tuesday  had  been  completed,  I  asked  the  favor  of  a  few 
minutes'  further  conversation  on  this  subject.  I  alluded  to  the  faet  of 
your  reception  of  my  report  of  our  last  conference,  and  to  your  com- 
ments on  it,  which  had  just  reached  me.  I  told  him  that  you  thought 
the  course  ot  events,  and  the  decided  turn  the  fortunes  of  war  had  taken 
since  the  date  of  that  conference,  justified  you  in  presuming  that  some 
alteration  in  the  views  of  the  government  must  have  ensued.  I  dwelt 
somewhat  upon  the  unfavorable  impression  that  act  liad  made  on  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  It  was  the  true  root  of  the  bitterness 
towards  Great  Britain  that  was  felt  there.  All  the  later  acts  of  assist- 
ance given  here  by  private  persons  to  the  rebels,  the  knowledge  of  which 
tended  to  keep  up  the  irritation,  were  viewed  only  as  natural  emana- 
tions from  that  fatal  source.  Every  consular  report  that  went,  and  there 
were  a  good  many,  giving  details  of  ships  and  supplies  and  money  trans- 
mitted to  keep  up  the  war,  served  merely  to  remind  us  of  the  original 
cause  of  offense.  I  did  hope  then  that  he  would  consider,  before  it 
should  be  too  late  to  be  useful,  the  expediency  of  some  action  that  might 
tend  to  soften  the  asperity  thus  engendered.  I  believed  that  in  your 
urgency  you  were  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  kindly  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries,  and  to  that  end  you  labored  to  procure 
the  removal  of  this  unlucky  obstruction.  I  certainly  acted  in  that  si^irit 
myself.  ^ 

His  lordship  replied  by  s«aying  that  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  any 
change  of  policy  at  x)resent.  We  seemed  to  be  going  on  so  fast  ourselves 
that  the  question  might  settle  itself  before  a  great  while. 

I  said  that  I  should  be  sorry  to  have  that  result  happen  before  any' 
action  had  been  taken  here;  for,  after  it,  we  should  scarcely  attach 
value  to  what  seemed  a  mere  form. 

His  lordship  remarked  that  the  insurrection  had  certainly  been  a  very 
formidable  one.  It  embraced  a  great  territory  and  a  numerous  popula- 
tion. The  very  magnitude  of  the  means  used  to  suppress  it  proved  its 
nature.  Under  these  circumstances  the  government  had  sought  to' 
remain  perfectly  neutral.    It  would  lean  to  neither  side.    The  wishes  of 
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the  federal  authorities  had  been  that  it  should  jaid  them,  which  would 
have  been  a  departure  from  that  line  of  policy. 

To  this  I  replied,  that  whatever  might  be  the  intent  of  that  policy,  the 
practical  eflfect  of  it  had  been  materially  to  uphold  the  rebels.  The 
declaration  of  it  at  so  early  a  moment,  before  the  government  had  had 
any  time  to  organize  its  counteracting  forces,  was  a  prejudgment  of  the 
whole  question  in  their  favor.  The  people  of  the  United  States  felt  as  if 
the  putting  the  two  sides  on  an  equtUity  was  in  the  nature  of  a  standing 
insult  to  them.  And  the  manifest  eagerness  of  induential  parties  in 
Great  Britain  to  expedite  all  *the  means  necessary  to  induce  the  mis- 
guided people  to  persevere  in  their  undertiakiug  wa<s  like  the  continual 
application  of  a  nettle  to  flesh  already  raw. 

His  lordship  then  fell  back  upon  the  same  argument  to  which  he  has 
resorted  in  his  note  to  me  of  the  17th  instant,  in  answer  to  my  previous 
remonstrances  against  these  movements,  a  copy  of  which  goes  out  with 
this  dispatch.  He  said  that  large  supplies  of  similar  materials  had  been 
obtained  here  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  freely 
transpprted  and  effectively  used  against  the  insurgents. 

I  answered  by  admitting  that  at  one  time  a  quantity  of  arms  and  mili- 
tary stores  had  been  purchased  here  as  a  purely  commercial  transaction 
for  the  use  of  the  federal  army ;  but  that  I  had  early  objected  to  this 
practice,  for  the  reason  that  it  prevented  me  from  pressing  my  remon- 
strances against  a  very  diiferent  class  of  operations  carried  on  by  friends 
and  sympathizers  with  the  rebels  in  this  island,  and  it  had  been  discon- 
tinued. We  had,  indeed,  purchased  largely  in  Austria,  but  that  govern- 
ment had  never  given  any  countenance  to  the  insurgents. 

His  lordship  observed  that  that  government  had  no  commercial 
interests  pressing  upon  it  for  protection. 

Here  the  conversation  ceased.  His  lordship  said  that  I  had  fully 
acquitted  myself  of  my  duty,  and  I  took  my  leave. 

There  was  another  topic  touched  prior  to  the  commencement  of  this 
one,  to  which  I  shall  advert  in  another  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FfLA^NCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^ 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  17, 1862. 

Sir:  I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  this  correspondence,  and  shall  only 
make  one  remark  in  answer  to  your  last  letter. 

If  the  British  government,  by  virtue  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
or  by  authority  of  Parliament,  had.  prohibited  and  could  have  prevented 
the  conveyance  in  British  merchant  ships  of  arms  and  ammunition  to 
the  Confederate  States,  and  had  allowed  the  transport  of  such  contra- 
band of  war  to  New  York  and  to  other  federal  ports,  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment would  have  departed  from  the  neutral  position  they  have 
assumed  and  maintained. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  her  Majesty's  government  had  prohibited  and 
<;ould  have  prevented  the  transport  of  arms  and  ammunition  to'  both  the 
contending  parties,  they  would  have  deprived  the  United  States  of  a 
^eat  part  of  the  means  by  which  they  have  carried  on  the  war.    The  arms 
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and  ammanition  received  from  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  from  other  neu- 
tral countries,  have  enabled  the  United  States  to  fit  out  the  formidable 
armies  now  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  war  against  the  southern  States, 
while  by  means  of  the  blockade  established  by  the  federal  government 
the  southern  States  have  been  deprived  of  similar  advantages. 

The  impartial  observance  of  neutral  obligations  by  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment has  thus  been  exceedingly  advantageous  to  the  eause*^  of  the 
more  powerful  of  the  two  contending  parties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&c,  &c.y  &c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  266.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hington^  June  2,  1862. 

Sir.:  The  arrival  of  your  dispatch  No.  159  has  been  already  acknowl- 
edged. The  Japanese  embassadors  seem  to  have  interrupted  a  very 
interesting  conversation  between  yourself  and  Earl  Bussell  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  the  relations  existing  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain. 
I  cannot  but  think  that  if  it  had  been  continued  it  would  have  been 
closed  with  beneficial  results.  I  hope  that  Japan  may  have  gained  an 
equivalent  for  our  loss  jesulting  from  the  interruption.  Some  materials 
for  enforcing  the  views  you  so  justly  presented  with  so  much  energy 
and  so  much  candor  in  that  interview  have  already  been  sent  forward 
to  you.  There  has  just  now  fallen  into  our  hands  a  very  extraordinary 
document,  being  a  report  made  by  Caleb  Huse,  Who  calls  himself  a  cap- 
tain of  artillery,  and  who  is  an  agent  of  the  insurgents  in  Europe,  to  the 
chief  of  the  artillery  of  the  war  department  of  the  insurgents.  It  recit-es 
purchases  of  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  military  supplies,  which  have 
been  shipped  by  him  in  England  and  elsewhere,  in  the  mad  attempt  to 
overthrow  the  federal  Union.  It  rev^eals  enough  to  show  that  the  com- 
plaints you  have  made  to  Earl  Russell  fell  infinitely  short  of  the  real 
abuses  of  neutrality  which  have  been  committed  in  Great  Britain  in  thfe 
very  face  of  her  Majesty's  government.  The  revolution  is  now  approach- 
ing its  end,  and  it  is  just  at  this  moment  that  the  proof  becomes  irresist- 
ible that,  if  it  had  been  successful,  its  success  would  have  been  due  to 
the  aid  and  assistance  it  derived  from  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  not- 
withstanding the  appeals  and  remonstrances  of  this  government. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  persistently  expressed  his 
anxiety  throughout  the  whole  distempered  period  which  we  have  passed 
that  it  might  end  in  the  preservation  of  friendly  and  cordial  relations 
with  all  the  states  with  which  we  have  heretofore  lived  in  amity,  and 
especially  with  Great  Britain.  Whoever  shall  read  the  document  I  now 
send  you  will  not  wonder  that  the  President  thinks  it  desirable  that 
the  government  of  Great  Britain  should  consider,  before  the  war  closes, 
what  are  likely  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  two  nations  in  regard  to  each 
other  after  that  event  shall  have  occurred. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc^  &c.^  &c. 
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Mr,  Huse  to  Mr.  Gorgas. 

Liverpool,  April  1, 1862. 

Major  :  I  have  had  great  difficulties  to  contend  with  in  shipping  the 
field  artillery,  which,  as  I  previously  informed  you,  I  should  soon  send 
from  Hamburg. 

Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Oo.,  of  this  city,  placed  at  my  disposal  a 
fine  ship,  the  Bahama,  which  I  supposed  would  take  all  the  batteries. 
It  is  found,  however,  that  the  cargo  is  so  difficult  to  stow  that  but  six  or 
seven  batteries  can  oe  taken  on  board  the  Bahama.  I  went  to  Hamburg 
to  superintend  in  person  the  shipment,  but  finding  soon  after  my  arrivsd 
that  every  step  I  took  was  watched  by  spies  sent  from  London  by  the 
United  States  minister,  as  well  as  by  the  United  States  consulate  in  Ham- 
burg, and  learning  that  this  consul  had  declared  publicly  that  the  ship, 
being  known  to  have  confederate  government  property  on  board,  woula 
be  captured,  after  taking  legal  advice,  and  carefully  considering  the  mat- 
ter, I  determined  to  leave  Hamburg  and  endeavor  to  dispose  of  the  busi- 
ness to  some  purchaser  jof  such  merchandise  in  England. 

I  accordingly  came  to  this  country,  and  sold  the  whole  ten  batteries 
to  Captain  Blakely,  late  of  the  royal  artillery,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  artillery.  He  is  now  in  Hamburg,  attending  to  the 
shipping  of  the  batteries. 

Just  after  my  arrival  in  England  I  received  a  telegram  from  Ham- 
burg informing  me  that  one  of  the  lighters  from  which  the  Bahama  was 
receiving  her  cargo  had  been  run  into  by  a  l^ritish  steamer  under 
charge  of  a  Hamburg  pilot,  and  sunk  with  eight  pieces  and  carnages, 
&c.,  on  board. 

There  afe  reasons  for  thinking  that  the  pilot  was  bribed  to  commit  the 
act,  and,  the  inhabitants  of  Hamburg  being  unanimously  opposed  to  the 
confederacy,  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  retjover 
Qiuy  damages.  I  have  had  the  satisfaction,  however,  this  morning  of 
receiving  a  telegram  from  Captain  Blakely  informing  me  that  the  lighter 
had  been  raised,  and,  the  water  being  fresh,  the  carriages  are  not  mate- 
rially injured. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  in  England  I  set  about  obtaining  a  ship  to 
take  the  remainder  of  the  batteries  left  by  the  Bahama,  and  such  other 
articles  as  might  be  ready.  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  succeeded  in  engaging  the  steamship  Melita  for 
this  work,  and  that  she  leaves  Liverpool  to-day  for  Hamburg.  From 
Hamburg  she  will  proceed  to  London,  and  there  take  on  board  the  fol- 
lowing articles :  About  10,000  rifles,  2,000  barrels  powder,  5,000  sets 
accoutrements,  5,000  knapsacks,  300  cavalry  swords,  10,000  yards  light 
blue  cloth,  3,000  pairs  shoes,  6,000  bayonet  scabbards,  1,000  cavalry 
belts,  250  saddles,  &c.,  complete. 

In  addition  to  the  above  I  have  had  offered  to  me  50,000  pairs  of 
French  shoes  and  25,000  shirts,  (cotton.)  If  the  holder  of  these  shoes 
and  shirts  will  take  my  order  on  the  confederate  treasury,  payable  in 
the  confederacy,  in  payment  for  them,  I  shall  purchase  them.  The  shoes 
are  of  the  French  army  pattern,  and  although  not  by  any  means  equal 
to  shoes  that  I  have  purchased  in  England,  still  I  have  thought  that  they 
would  be  serviceable,  and  that  possibly  they  might  be  much  wanted  by 
the  array. 

I  have  previously  informed  you  that  I  have  had  reason  to  be  entirely 
satisfied  with  the  London  Armory  Company  In  all  transactions  that  I 
have  had  with  them.    The  rifles  manufactured  by  this  company  are  so 
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far  superior  to  those  obtained  from  almost  every  other  source,  and  pos- 
sessing, moreover,  the  advantage  of  being  interchangeable,  I  have 
requested  the  chairman  to  hand  me  a  tender  tor  supplying  40,000  rifles 
from  their  manufactory.  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of 
their  proposition. 

-  In  ca^  the  department  should  desire  me  to  make  this  contract  I  beg 
to  be  informed  at  the  earliest  moment,  as  otherwise  I  may  And  it' impos- 
sible to  arrange  the  matter. 

Thinking  it  possible  t^at  the  department  might  desire  a  smaller  bore, 
I  made  inquiries  on  this  point,  and  found  that  they  could  make  a  smaller 
bore,  but  not  without  altering  several  of  the  machines.  The  exterior  of 
the  rifle  would  have  to  be  left  the  same  as  at  present.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  some  British  officers  that  the  barrel  of  the  Etifleld  lifle  is  too  light. 
Making  the  bore  smaller,  therefore,  would  rather  be  an  improvement,  in 
giving  greater  strength  to  the  rifle. 

The  Austrian  bore  is  slightly  smaller  than  the  English,  but  almost 
every  other  European  government  rifle  is  of  a  larger  bore.  The  Austrian 
rifle  is  a  very  serviceable  weapon,  though  to  one  accustomed  to  Enfleld 
and  Springfield  arms  they  have  a  very  rough  appearance.  I  am  in  a 
position  to  purchase  20,000  to  30,000  Austrian  rifles  at  about  40  shillings 
each,  say  $10.  At  present  I  am  not  in  a  position,  as  regards  funds,  to 
make  the  purchase,  inasmuch  as  I  owe  at  least  $400,000  more  than  I 
have  the  means  of  paying.  I  have  thought  it  necessary,  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  to  press  the  credit  of  the  confederacy  as  far  as  possible  with- 
out endangering  its  good  name,  but  I  must  now  limit  myself  to  the  con- 
tracts already  made. 

I  must  pay  my  debts  before  doing  anything  more.  As  soon,  however, 
as  money  sufficient  for  the  purpose  is  received,  I  shall  at  once  invest  it 
(unless  I  receive  oitiers  to  the  contrary)  in  four  batteries  of  Austrian 
rifled  field  artillery,  32  guns  suitable  for  gun  cotton  as  well  as  for  pow- 
der, which  guns  I  have  already  secured,  and  20,000  rifles,  now  in  the 
Vienna  arsenal.  Unless  I  should  be  able  to  purchase  a  large  number, 
like  10,000  to  20,000,  I  should  not,  without  special  orders,  depart  from 
the  Enfleld  bore,  not  that  the  Austrian  bore  is  too  small,  but  because  of 
the  great  importance  of  uniformity  of  bore. 

It  has  given  me  great  concern  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  bet- 
ter arrangements  for  running  in  the  several  cargoes  that  have  been  for-' 
warded. 

It  is  impossible,  as  I  have  stated  in  my  previous  letters,  to  obtain  ves- 
sels with  capacity'  for  cargo  and  coal  for  so  long  a  voyage,  that  have,  at 
the  same  time,  the  requisite  speed  for  attempting  the  blockade. 

I  have  endeavored  to  purchase  a  very  fast  paddle-wheel  steamer  to 
run  from  Nassau  to  the  coast,  but  I  have  no  money  now  for  any  pur- 
pose. I  should  not  hesitate  to  appropriate  money  to  this  object,  even 
without  orders,  seeing  how  long  the  Gladiator  was  detained  at  Nassau, 
and  considering  the  great  importance  of  these  goods  being  safely  landed. 

The  Economist,  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  was  at  Bermuda  on  the  6th  of 
March,  expecting  to  sail  the  next  morning.  As  we  have  dates  from  New 
York  to  the  20th  of  March,  with  no  account  of  the  Economist,  I  have 
strong  hopes  that  she  arrived  at  a  confederate  port. 

The  steamer  Minna  sailed  while  I  was  in  Hamburg.  It  was  intended 
that  she  should  take  500  barrels  of  gunpowder.  I  found  on  my  return 
to  London,  however,  that  the  powder  had  been  shut  out  on  account  of 
the  vessel  being  full.  Had  I  been  in  London,  I  should  have  sent  powder 
in  preference  to  anything  else. 

On  board  the  Minna,  consigned  to  L  Adderly  &  Co.,  are  the  following 
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articles  for  the  confederate  government :  5,900  knapsacks  and  boards, 
5,690  seta  of  accoutrenient^s,  1,840  gun  slings,  992  saber  belts,  4,500  yards 
of  cloth,  (light  blue,)  1,850  sabers,  5,700  rifles,  300  pairs  of  shoes,  16  sets 
of  saddlery. 

Correct  invoices  have  been  sent  by  the  Minna  to  l^assan. 

The  Melita  will  sail  from  London  with  a  very  valuable  cargo  in  about 
fifteen  days. 

I  have  requested  Lieutenant  Worth,  of  the  navy,  to  take  charge  of  her, 
but  have  not  yet  received  his  reply.  Should  it  be  in  the  negative,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  obtain  an  officer  from  the  Sumter,  still  lying  at  Gib- 
raltar. 

The  Melita  is,  for  a  screw  steamer,  fast,  and  with  an  enterprising. offi- 
cer on  board  could,  I  am  confident,  be  run  in.  There  will  be  several  large 
field  howitzers  so  placed  that  without  disturbing  the  general  cargo  they 
can  be  taken  to  the  deck  and  then  mounted,  and  with  these  quite  a  good 
defense  could  be  made  against  wooden  gunboats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

CALEB  HUSB, 

Captain  of  Artillery. 

Major  J.  GoRGAS, 

Confederate  States  Artillery^  War  Department 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

"So.  187.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  17,  1862. 

Sib  :  The  Tuscarora  is  still  at  Southampton.  She  has  been  detained 
by  the  necessity  for  some  slight  repairs.  Notes  have  passed  between 
Lord  Uussell  and  myself  on  the  subject,  copies  of  which  are  hereto  sub- 
joined. •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  the  United  States 
screw  steamer  of  war  Tuscarora  has  within  the  last  few  days  arrived  at 
Southampton,  and  that,  in  answer  to  inquiries  addressed  to  her  com- 
mander, the  authorities  at  that  port  have  been  informed  that  she  is  in 
need  of  repairs  which  will  occupy  at  least  a  fortnight. 

Under  these  circumstances,  1  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  the  proper 
course  would  be  that  you  should  apply  formally  for  that  indulgence  in 
favor  of  the  Tuscarora. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dx.j  &c.^  &o. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  EmselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  July  15.  1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  if,  by  reason  of  my  want  of 
acquaintance  with  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding,  I  have  failed  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  solicit  for  Captain  Craven,  of  the  United  States 
steamer  the  Tuscarora,  permission  to  make  some  repair!^  required  by 
the  continued  service  of  this  vessel  since  her  departure  from  the  United 
States.  In  the  conversation  held  with  Captain  Craven  touching  the 
matter  I  did  not  understand  him  to  have  learned  that  the  application 
should  come  from  me. 

I  presume  that  the  repairs  proposed  are  not  of  a  nature  to  require  much 
detention.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  the  privilege  to  the  Tuscarora  so  far  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  place  that  vessel  in  good  order  for  service  at  sea. 

Renewing  to  your  lordship  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCES  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  c&c,  cfec,  i&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  323.]  •  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  Atigust  13, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  August  1  (So.  201)  has  been  received. 

•  •••••••• 

So  also  is  the  action  you  have  taken  in  regard  to  the  piratical  vessels 
Oreto  and  290,  and  our  protest  against  the  perversion  of  the  neutral 
privileges  of  the  island  of  Nassau.  You  will,  on  proper  occasion,  make 
known  to  Earl  Russell  the  satisfaction  which  the  President  has  derived 
from  the  just  and  friendly  proceedings  and  language  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  these  subjects.  When  we  consider  how  soon  this 
insurrection  would  wither  and  die  when  deprived  of  the  sympathies  of 
the  British  nation  and  the  hope  of  aid  which  those  sympathies,  now  so 
active,  have  awakened ;  how  soon  commerce  would  revive;  how  beneft- 
cent,  as  well  aiS  how  soothing,  to  the  British  nation  the  restoration  of 
our  domestic  peace  must  necessarily  be|  and  what  hopes  for  the  British 
race  everywhere,  and  even  for  civilization  itself,  are  treasured  up  in  a 
necessary  harmony  and  co-operation  of  the  distinct  families  of  that  race, 
found  on  every  continent  and  on  so  many  islands,  it  seems  impossible  to 
account  for  the  hostile  disposition  of  a  portion  of  the  British  people 
toward  the  United  States,  except  on  the  ground  of  an  unnecessary 

jealousy,  which  is  feeding  an  unwise  and  unnatural  ambition. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  * 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  itc^  &c.j  &c. 
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[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1, 1863,  p.  16.] 

Ko.  21. 
Mr.  Sttuirt  to  Earl  Eusselh 

[Extract.] 

,     Washington,  August  16, 1862. 

I  had  an  interview  this  morning  with  Mr.  Seward,  when,  as  instructed 
by  your  lordship  in  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant,  I  represented  to 
him  the  danger  of  disputes  which  would  probably  ensue,  should .  the 
United  States  government  carry  into  effect  the  intention  which  Mr. 
Adams  has  announced  to  your  lordship  of  issuing  letters  of  marque 
with  a  view  of  checking  depredations  on  United  States  commerce  by 
cruizers  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States. 

Mr.  Seward  answered  that  in  consequence  of  the  late  friendly  act  of 
her  Miyesty's  government,  or  of  the  British  authorities  at  Nassau,  in 
seizing  the  steamship  Oreto,  and  in  the  expectation  that  her  Majesty's 
government  would  pursue  the  same  course  with  regard  to  other  vessels 
which  were  fitting  out  in  British  ports  for  a  similar  purpose,  a  recourse 
to  letters  of  marque  would  not  for  the  present  be  resorted  to,  although 
he  could  not  assure  me  that  such  a  measure  might  not  hereafter  be  found 
necessary. 

He  also  alluded  to  the  case  of  the  other  steamer*  which  had  lately 
escaped  from  Liverpool,  and  I  explained  to  him  that  in  that  case,  as 
well  as  in  that  of  the  Oreto,  her  Majesty's  government  had  done  all 
which  they  legally  could  do,  and  that  they  would  do  the  same  in  future, 
whenever  proofs  could  be  furnished' that  vessels  were  being  equipped  in 
British  ports  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  or  of  the  Queen's 
proclamation  of  neutrality. 

After  some  conversation,  on  his  side  upon  the  difficulty  of  producing 
proofs  in  such  cases,  and  on  mine  upon  the  impossibility  of  acting  on 
mere  suspicions,  Mr.  Seward  gave  me  the  assurance  that  the  idea  of 
letters  of  marque  was  at  any  rate  suspended  for  the  present;  and  he 
added  that  he  hoped  that  the  great  additions  which  are  being  made  to 
the  United  States  navy  would  soon  be  sufficiently  completed  to  render 
the  measure  altogether  unnecessary. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  336.J  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  September  8, 1862. 
Sir:  ♦•♦•♦#•» 

We  hear,  officially  and  unofficially,  of  great  naval  preparations  which 
are  on  foot  in  British  and  other  foreign  x)orts.  under  cover  of  neu- 
trality, to  give  to  the  insurgents  a  naval  force.  Among  these  reports  is 
one  that  a  naval  armament  is  fitting  out  in  England  to  lay  New  York 
under  contribution.  I  think  that  the  vigor  of  our  naval  department  in 
building  a  navy  upon  a  sudden  emergency  can  hardly  be  surpassed; 
nevertheless,  its  progress  seems  slow  to  us  under  the  circumstances; 

•  The  "  Alabama.'' 
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In  addition  to  the  monitor  and  other  iron  vessels,  already  known  to  you, 
we  have  the  Ironsides  now  ready  for  duty,  and  a  new  monitor  is  expected 
to  be  put  into  service  within  the  next  ten  days.  Others  will  soon  follow, 
and  we  are  doing  what  we  can  to  be  prepared  for  every  possible  adverse 
contingency  that  can  affect  the  situation  of  the  country  either  at  home 
or  abroad.  We  cannot  but  regret  that  the  course  of  administration  in 
Great  Britain  is  such  as  to  render  our  relations  with  that  country  a 
source  of  constant  and  serious  apprehension.  But  it  is  not  perceived 
here  what  more  can  be  done  than  we  are  doing  to  preserve  an  interna- 
tional peace,  which,  perhaps,  cannot  be  sufficiently  valued  until,  with- 
out fault  on  our  part,  it  shall  have  been  broken. 
I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  340.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^shingtorij  ISeptemher  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Morse,  our  indefatigable  consul  at  London,  has  transmitted 
to  this  department  an  intercepted  letter  written  by  S.  H.  Mallory,  who 
is  the  pretended  secretary  of  the  navy  to  the  insurrectionary  party  of 
the  South,  and  addressed  to  James  H.  North,  who  is  called  a  commander 
in  that  navy.    The  letter  shows  that  at  least  two  steamers,  the  Oreto 

Sthe  Alababaf]  and  the  Florida,  have  been  actually  built,  fitted  up  in 
i^ngland  for  the  insurgents,  and  dispatched  with  armaments  and  mili- 
tary stores  from  British  ports  to  make  war  upon  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Morse  has  informed  me  that  he  intended  to  submit  the  letter 
to  you,  and  it  is  probable  that  you  will  have  taken  a  copy  of  it.  For 
greater  certainty,  however,  a  copy  is  sent  you  with  this  dispatch.  It  is 
thought  expedient  that  you  give  a  copy  of  it  to  Earl  Eussell.  Hitherto 
the  British  authorities  have  failed  to  prevent  such  transactions,  assign- 
ing as  the  reason  a  want  of  authentic  evidence  of  the  illegal  character 
and  purpQses  of  the  vessels  which  you  have  denounced.  It  will  per- 
haps be  useful  to  give  the  government  this  unquestionable  evidence  of 
the  infraction  of  the  neutrality  laws,  in  the  very  two  cases  of  which  you 
have  already  complained  without  success.  Although  these  two  vessels 
are  now  beyond  the  reach  of  British  authority,  the  evidence  which 
shows  that  they  ought  to  have  been  detained  may  possibly  lend  some 
probability  to  new  complaints  in  regard  to  other  vessels  of  a  similar 
character  now  being  built  in  England. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  cfec,  cfec. 

[For  inclosure,  see  ''Rebel  Cruisers,''  subdivision  '^ Florida," po«f/  dis- 
patch from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  :N^o.  238,  of  October  10, 1862.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  237.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  10, 1862, 

Of  this  plan,  the  naval  portion,  a  consciousness  of  the  existence  of 
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which  is  so  singularly  betrayed  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  is  far  the  most 
important  to  us  in  connection  with  the  position  of  Great  Britain ;  for 
the  fact  is  certain  that  the  whole  of  it  has  been  constructed  and  organ- 
ized here.  Any  diminution  of  our  i)ower  on  the  ocean  would  be  hailed 
here  with  the  greatest  delight,  for  it  is  there  that  the  greatest  jealousy 

exists. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant;. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

ISecretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISo.  242.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  October  16, 1862. 

Sir:  I  now  transmit  copies  of  further  notes  on  the  subject  of  the 
g^mboat  290,  in  continuation  of  those  sent  with  my  dispatch  (No.  227) 
of  the  2Gth  of  September.  It  is  very  manifest  that  no  disposition  exists 
here  to  apply  the  powers  of  the  government  to  the  investigation  of  the 
acts  complained  of,  ilagrant  as  they  are,  or  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
offenders.  The  main  object  must  now  be  to  make  a  record  which  may 
be  of  use  at  some  future  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington^  D.  C. 

[For  inclosures,  see  same  dispatch,  printed  under  "Rebel  Cruisers,'' 
subdivision  "The  Alabama,"  post] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  244.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  23, 1862. 
Sm:  •••••••• 

I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  EusselPs  note  to  me  of  the  16th 
instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  9th,  a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded 
with  my  dispatch,*  No.  238,  of  the  10th  of  October.  The  attitude  of 
indifference  to  the  consequences  of  their  own  inaction  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  enlistment  law  is  continued,  and  will  probably  remain  to 
the  last. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


For  this  dispatch  see  "Rebel  Cmiseis,"  sabdivision  "  The  Alabama^"  po$t 
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Earl  Bmsell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  October  16, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  9th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  which  you  had 
received  from  the  United  States  government,  being  the  further  evidence 
with  regard  to  the  gunboat  No.  290,  to  which  you  alluded  in  your  pre- 
vious communication  to  me  of  the  30th  ultimo;  and  with  reference  to 
your  observations  with  regard  to  the  infringement  of  the  enlistment 
law,  I  have  to  remark  that  it  is  true  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  or  any 
other  act  for  the  same  purpose,  can  be  evaded  by  very  subtle  contriv- 
ances; but  her  Majesty's  government  cannot,  on  that  account,  go  beyond 
the  letter  of  the  existing  law. 

I  h^ve  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c6c.,  c6c.,  cfec. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

* 

No.  378.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  25,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  October  10  (No.  238)  has  been  received.  Your 
reply  to  Earl  Eussell's  note  of  the  4th  iufttant,  on  the  subject  of  British 
oullits  of  British-built  vessels  from  British  ports,  with  British-sliipped 
crews,  to  deprcidate  on  American  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  is  api)roved 
by  the  President.  I  do  not  know  how  I  could  add  a  Avord  to  fortify  or  im- 
prove the  clear,  calm,  and  energetic  protest  which  that  paper  contains. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAJVI  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adatvts,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  427.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hington^  December  15, 1862. 

Sir:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  official  correspondence  relative  to  the  bark 
Maury,  a  vessel  at  Kew  York  during  the  Crimean  war,  which  was  sup- 
posed by  Mr.  Crami)ton,  then  the  English  minister  here,  to  be  intended 
for  ciiiizing  against  British  commerce.  This  correspondence  may  be 
found  useful  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <6c.,  d&c,  &c. 
[For  inclosure,  see  General  Appendix,  No.  4.] 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  435.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtonj  December  29, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  very  suggestive  dispatch  of  December  11  {ISo.  271)  has 
been  received. 

It  does,  indeed,  seem  paradoxical  that  the  public  sentiment  of  this 
country  in  regard  to  Great  Britain  should  appear  to  remain  as  severe 
now  as  it  was  heretofore,  when  no  symptoms  of  melioration  of  the  recip- 
rocal sentiment  of  that  country  towards  our  own  were  observable.  The 
solution,  however,  will  be  found,  as  I  think,  in  the  distance  that  lies 
between  them.  The  symptoms  of  that  kind,  which  you  describe,  have 
not  escaped  the  attention  of  this  government,  as  I  think  my  recent 
dispatches  must  have  shown  you.  But  they  have  not  yet  forcibly 
arrested  the  notice  of  the  press,  while  the  public  attention  is  stiH 
entirely  engrossed  with  the  shipment  of  supplies  and  arms,  and  tiie 
outfit  of  piratical  vessels  in  British  ports,  and  with  the  flagrant  demon- 
strations of  the  ^^290,"  alias  the  Alabama,  on  our  merchant  vessels,  and 
now  the  reputed  escape  of  the  Oreto  from  her  imprisonment.  Stm  the 
indications  of  a  reciprocal  change  of  sentiment  here  in  regard  to  G-reat 
Britain  are  as  manifest  to  this  government  as  those  on  the  part  of  tiie 
British  government  are  apparent  to  yourself.  I  hardly  need  say  that 
every  care  that  can  be  properly  given  by  this  department  to  favor  a 
return  to  the  most  friendly  feeliiigs  between  the  two  countries  will  be 
exemsed.    ,•  •  *•*  *  *  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAitD. 

CuA^hm  Francis  Adams,  <j&o.,  <j^o.,  (60. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.]  i 

No.  454.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  Ja/nuary  19, 1863. 
Sir:  •••••••• 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  some  treasonable  correspond- 
ence of  the  insurgents  at  Eichmond  with  their  agents  abroad,  which 
throws  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  naval  preparations  they  are  mak-. 
ing  in  Great  Britain.  You  will  use  these  papers  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall  be  best  calculated  to  induce  the  British  government  to  enforce  its 
existing  laws,  and,  if  possible,  to  amend  them  so  as  to  prevent  the  exe- 
cution of  the  unlawful  designs  which  will  thus  be  brought  to  their  notice 
in  a  manner  which  will  admit  of  no  question  in  regard  to  tiie  sufficiency 
of  evidence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Franois  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.j  <j&o.,  (to. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  SlidelL 

TSo.  6.]  Department  of  State, 

Bichmondj  September  26, 1862. 

Snt:  Since  my  No.  5,  of  19th  July,  I  am  without  any  communication 
from  you,  with  the  exception  of  your  iS'o.  2.  of  26th  February  last,  which 
was  brought  to  the  department  on  the  26tn  of  this  month  by  Mr.  Cham- 
berlyn,  to  whom  you  had  intrusted  it.  This  gentleman  has  thus  con- 
sumed seven  months  in  discharging  the  trust  confided  to  him. 

Your  Nos.  1.  3,  4,  5,  and  6  are  still  missing,  and  for  the  regularity  of 
the  archives  oi  the  department  I  beg  you  to  forward  duplicates  of  them. 

Events  of  startling  importance  have  been  crowded  so  rapidly  into  the 
short  period  which  has  elapsed  since  my  last  dispatch,  that  any  attempt 
to  give  them  in  detail  would  swell  this  communication  into  a  volume.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  send  you  herewith  our  files  of  newspapers,  which  will 
furnish  details,  and  confine  myself  to  a  statement  of  the  present  condi- 
tion of  affairs. 

On  the  19th  July  the  remnant  of  McClellan's  defeated  army  was  still 
encamped  at  Harrison's  Landing,  on  James  Eiver,  fortified  in  a  very 
strong  position  and  protected  by  a  formidable  fleet  of  gunboats.  His 
defeat  has  been  followed  by  an  order  of  President  LiQcoln  investing 
Major  General  HaUeck  with  the  command-in-chief  of  all  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  headquarters  at  Washington.  Major  General  Pope 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  which  was 
composed  of  the  shattered  remnants  of  the  armies  of  Fremont,  Milroy, 
and  Banks,  after  their  rout  by  General  Jackson  in  the  battles  or  the  val- 
ley, to  which  were  added  the  several  armies  of  McDowell,  who  occupied 
Fredericksburg;  of  Bumside,  who  was  recalled  from  North  Carolina; 
and  of  Hunter  and  Stevens,  who  were  recalled  from  South  Carolina. 
This  army  was  also  increased  by  troops  withdrawn  from  ]N"orfolk  and 
Fortress  Monroe,  and  replaced  at  those  points  by  raw  levies.  This  ac- 
cumulated force  amounted  probably  to  about  ninety  thousand  efiective 
men,  and  the  old  cry  of  ^'  On  to  Eichmondl"  was  renewed  with  the  usual 
accompaniment  of  extravagant  boasting  by  the  northern  journals. 

General  Lee  first  dispatched  General  Jackson  with  a  corps  d'arm^e  of 
about  twenty-five  thousand  men  to  check  Pope's  advance,  and  having 
satisfied  himself  that  a  small  force  would  be  suf&cient  to  watch  McClel- 
lan,  (whose  army  was  demoralized  and  dispirited  by  the  result  of  the 
battles  of  the  Chickahominy,  and  was  being  fast  worn  down  by  sick- 
ness,) proceeded  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  join  Genexal  Jackson ;  but  the  movement  was  not  accomplished  as 
speedily  as  was  desirable  in  consequence  of  our  deficiency  in  means  of 
transportation.  General  Lee  had  hoped  with  his  united  forces,  which 
were  hearly  equal  in  number  to  Pope's,  to  crush  the  army  of  that  gene- 
rsd  before  McGlellan  could  come  to  its  relief,  if  such  a  movement  were 
attempted.  The  plan  was  on  the  eve  of  successful  accomplishment  when 
a  sudden  rain-storm  so  swelled  the  Eapid  Ann  Eiver  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  wait  some  days  before  crossing  it,  and  Pope,  in  the  mean  time, 
typing  the  alarm,  retired  rapidly  behind  the  Eappahannock,  thus  bring- 
ing himself  within  supporting  distance  of  McClellan,  who  had  been 
ordered  round  to  join  him  in  accordance  with  the  anticipations  of  Gen- 
eral Lee.  The  combined  forces  of  McClellan  and  Pope  were,  however, 
met  by  General  Lee  in  a  series  of  successM  battles  on  the  plains  of 
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Manassas  on  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th  August,  arid  the  total  rout  of  tlie 
enemy  was  followed  by  the  withdrawal  of  their  entire  forces  into  tlie 
fortifications  around  Washington ;  by  the  disgrace  of  Pope,  who  lias 
been  banished  to  an  insignificant  command  in  Minnesota;  and  by  tlie 
appointment  of  McClellan  to  the  command  of  the  army  collected  '*  for 
the  defense  of  Washington."  General  Lee,  amusing  the  eneniy  by  fei^ied 
demonstrations  of  attack  on  his  lines  at  Arlington  Heights,  succeeded 
in  withdrawing  his  entire  army  from  their  front,  and  entered  Maryland 
by  the  fords  at  Edwards's  Ferry,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Leesburg,  Avitli- 
out  oi)position,  and  established  his  headquarters  at  Frederick. 

Again  making  deceptive  demonstrations  of  an  intention  to  march,  at 
one  time  into  Pennsylvania  and  at  another  time  against  Baltimore,  Gren- 
eral  Lee  disposed  his  army  in  such  manner  that  by  a  rapid  movement 
he  enveloped  the  whole  federal  force  of  over  eleven  thousand  men  sta- 
tioned at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  forced  it  into  an  unconditional  surrender. 
The  fruits  of  this  movement  were  over  eleven  thousand  prisoners,  includ- 
ing more  than  four  hundred  officers,  twelve  thousand  stands  of  arms, 
ninety  pieces  of  artillery,  and  an  enormous  quantity  of  stores,  princi- 
pally munitions  of  war,  "together  with  two  hundred  wagons,  &c.    Gene- 
ral McClellan,  becoming  aware  too  late  of  the  danger,  moved  from  Wash- 
ington in  great  haste  with  a  view  to  relieve  the  troops  invested  at  Har- 
per's Feiiy^,  and  on  the  day  before  their  surrender  attacked  with  liis 
whc)le  force  of  eighty  thousand  men  General  D.  H.  Hill,  who,  with  a  roar 
guard  of  fifteen  thousand  men,  had  been  left  to  resist  his  advance,  and 
who  held  his  position  with  unconquerable  firmness,  but  was  finally  com- 
pelled to  give  way  for  a  short  distance,  under  the  stress  of  those  over- 
whelming odds,  until  Generals  Lee  and  Longstreet,  arrivring  with  re- 
enforcements,  re-established  his  lines,  and  repulsed  the  enemy.    The 
rapid  arrival  of  re-enforcements  for  General  McClellan  induced  General 
Lee  to  withdraw  his  troops  to  Sliarpsburg,  for  the  par])ose  of  effecting  a 
junction  with  the  corps  of  Generals  Jackson  and  A.  P.  Hill,  who  had  not 
yet  returned  from  the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry.    On  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  the  16th  and  17th  instant.  General  McClellan,  with  his 
entire  army,  amounting  probably  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
men,  attacked  General  Lee  with  great  fury^  while  the  latter  was  still 
separated  from  the  corps  of  Jackson  and  Hill,  and  had  not  more  than 
forty  thousand  men  to  meet  the  assault.    Licredible  as  it  may  appear, 
our  unconquerable  soldiers  met  the  shock  with  imyielding  firmness, 
fought  with  desperation,  although  terribly  outflanked  on  both  wings, 
and,  slowly  retiring,  maintained  an  unbroken  front,  until  the  arrival  of 
Jackson  at  noon,  followed  by  that  of  A.  P.  Hill  at  4  i).  m.,  enabled  them 
to  turn  the  tide,  to  drive  back  the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemj^,  and 
to  regain  their  first  position,  when  the  approach  of  night  put  an  end  to 
the  most  desperate  conflict  of  the  war,  each  party  sleeping  on  its  arms 
in  the  respective  positions  occupied  by  them  when  the  battle  began. 
General  Lee  prepared  to  renew  the  engagement  next  morning,  but  the 
enemy  had  disai)i)eared  from  his  front,  and  left  him  the  master  of  the 
field. 

After  occupying  the  day  in  providing 'for  his  wounded  and  the  burial 
of  the  dead,  General  Lee  witluirew  his  army  across  the  river  to  Sbep- 
herdstown  for  rest,  and  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  a  large  number  of 
stragglers  yet  on  the  road  from  Eichmoud  j  and  no  sooner  was  this  fact 
known  than  General  McClellan  claimed  a  victory,  and  was  tempted  by 
the  frantic  exultation  of  the  northern  i)apers  into  what  he  called  a  pur- 
suit of  the  flying  foe.  His  temerity  met  with  severe  punishment.  On 
the  21st  instant  a  division  of  his  army,  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river, 
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was  decoyed  by  a  fei^ed  retreat  of  Jackson  until  tliey  were  too  far 
advanced  for  retreat,  and  were  routed  with  appalling  slaughter.  The 
river  was  choked  with  their  dead,  who  fell  by  thousands;  and  out  of  one 
regiment  of  about  fifteen  hundred  men  who  attemjjted  the  passage,  but 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  are  believed  to  have  escaped.  General  Lee, 
at  the  last  accounts,  was  about^  to  recross  into  Maryland  at  Williams- 
port,  and  has  probably  already  established  his  headquarters  at  that 
point. 

General  Loring,  in  Western  Virginia,  has  just  concluded  a  perfectly 
successful  campaign,  (with  the  aid  of  General  Jenkins,)  by  which  the 
enemy,  after  being  beaten  in  a  series  of  battles,  with  heavy  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners,  had  reached  in  their  flight  the  lower  waters  of 
the  Kanawha,  and  the  remnant  of  their  forces  is  i)robably  by  this  time  on 
the  other  side  of  the  OhioEiver,  thus  leaving  Western  Virginia  perfectly 
free  from  any  other  invading  force  than  some  small  parties  in  the 
extreme  northwest  in  the  neighborhood  of  Wheeling. 

Signal  triumi)hs  have  illustrated  our  arms  in  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. My  last  dispatch  announced  that  General  Bragg  had  commenced 
a  movement  which  was  expected  to  liberate  Tennessee  from  the  presence 
of  the  invaders.  After  a  long  and  labor.ous  march  of  over  four  hundred 
miles  he  crossed,  uninterrupted  by  the  enemy,  from  Tupelo,  in  !Mis- 
sissippi,  to  Chattanooga,  in  Tennesee.  Cavalry  expeditions,  under 
the  daring  leadership  of  Colonel  Morgan  and  General  Forrest,  were 
dispatched  into  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  which  attacked  the  enemy 
at  their  different  encampments  and  depots  of  supplies.  Their  communi- 
cations were  intercepted,  railroad  bridges  burned,  tunuels  destroyed, 
camps  captured,  and  several  thousand  of  their  troops  made  prisoners. 
The  enemy's  army  at  Cumberland  Gap,  about  ten  thousand  strong,  was 
closely  invested,  its  supplies  cut  off,  and  they  were  forced  to  abandon 
their  position  in  the  night,  and  are  now  fleeing  through  Kentucky,  hotly 
pursued  by  our  forces  under  General  Carter  Stevenson,  who  is  capturing 
their  straggling  bands  as  fast  as  he  can  reach  them.  This  army  of  the 
enemy  may  be  considered  as  nearly  annihilated.  Major  General  Kirby 
Smith,  in  the  mean  time,  advanced  rapidly  into  Kentucky,  reached 
Kichmond,  defeated  and  utterly  routed  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men 
under  General  IS^elson  on  the  30th  of  August,  (the  very  day  of  General 
Lee's  grand  victory  at  Manassas.)  The  enemy's  army  was  absolutely 
destroyed,  not  more  than  two  or  thi*ee  thousand  fugitives  escaping  from 
the  battle-field.  The  whole  of  the  arms  taken  in  this  battle  were  used 
to  arm  the  Kentuckians  who  are  joining  us  in  mass,  and  no  doubt  is 
entertained  that  that  great  State  is  at  last  permanently  joined  to  our 
confederacy.  General  Bragg  advanced  into  Kentucky  by  another  line, 
^nd  leaving  Nashville  and  Bowling  Green  to  his  left,  arrived  at  Mum- 
fordsville,  where  he  forced  a  body  of  five  thousand  men  to  a  capitulation, 
thus  providing  arms  for  further  re-enforcements  of  Kentuckians.  These 
operations,  by  cutting  off  General  Buell  from  his  base,  have  forced  that 
officer  to  evacuate  !N^ashville,  and  thus  not  only  is  the  whole  State  of 
Tennessee  restored  to  our  possession,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
district  around  Memphis,  but  the  seat  of  war  has  been  removed  from 
the  line  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad  to  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio.  We  are  in  daily  expectation  of  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Louis- 
ville. 

The  contrast  between  our  present  condition  and  that  which  existed 
ninety  days  ago  seems  almost  magical.  Instead  of  having  the  invader 
in  the  heart  of  our  countiy,  with  our  capital  closely  invested  by  an  an^o- 
gant  and  confident  foe,  our  entire  frontier,  fr'om  the  Atlantic  to  the 
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Mississippi,  with  a  few  insigniflcant  exceptions,  is  reposing  in  peace  be- 
hind the  protection  of  our  victorious  forces.  The  cry  of  "On  to  Kich- 
mond,''  and  of  "waning  proportions  of  the  rebellion,''  is  changed  into  a 
discordant  clamor  for  protection  arising  from  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  terror  and  confusion  reign  in  Cincinnati,  Harrisburg,  and  Philadel- 
phia. No  greater  or  more  striking  proof  of  the  change  of  spirit  at  the 
North, can  be  presented  than  is  shown  in  ttie  official  £spatch  pf  Oeneral 
McOlellan,  in  which,  after  falsely  claiming  a  victory  on  the  17th  instant, 
he  actually  felicitates  his  goverftment  that  "Pennsylvania  is  safe!" 
The  newspapers  of  New  York,  too,  are  demanding  the  transfer  of  the 
mint  of  the  United  States  to  that  city,  on  the  ground  tiiat  it  is  exposed 
to  capture  in  Philadelphia! 

Herewith  you  will  receive  the  president's  message  and  accompanying 
documents,  including  the  measures  taken  for  the  repression  of  the  enor- 
mities threatened  by  the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  General  Pope?. 
I  am  gratified  to  inform  you  that  some  seventy  of  General  Pope's  officers, 
including  General  Prince,  were  captured  by  General  Jackson  at  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Eun,  soon  after  the  issue  of  the  President's  retaliatory 
order,  and  were  excepted  out  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war,  and 
held  in  close  custody.  This  wholesome  severity  produced  the  desired 
effect,  and  on  official  assurances  received  from  the  enemy  that  General 
Pope^s  order  was  no  longer  in  force,  and  that  he  had  been  removed  from 
his  command,  the  captm'ed  officers  were  paroled  for  exchange.  As  I 
have  observed  in  some  of  the  English  journals  the  facts  have  been 
strangely  perverted  and  the  acts  of  the  president  censured  as  wanting 
in  humanity,  it  is  desirable  that  some  proper  means  be  adopted  by  you 
for  giving  publicitj'^  to  the  facts.  The  confinement  of  the  officers,  not- 
withstanding the  threat  of  great  rigor,  was  the  same  as  that  of  all  the 
other  prisoners  of  war,  and  no  other  severity  was  exercised  towards 
them  than  a  refusal  to  parole  them  for  exchange  till  Pope's  murderous 
orders  were  set  aside. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  call  you  attention,  for  such  use  as  may 
occur,  to  the  enormous  losses  suffered  by  the  enemy  during  the  present 
campaign,  and  to  which  history  furnishes  no  parallel  except  the  disas- 
trous retreat  from  Moscow.  I  give  you  the  following  estimate,  which, 
without  any  pretension  to  exact  accuracy,  is  reduced  much  below  what 
is  believed  to  be  the  real  state  of  the  case,  from  sources  of  information 
derived  mainly  from  the  enemy's  own  confessions.  The  list  includes  not 
only  the  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  but  the  losses  of  the  enemy  by 
sickness  (whicn  was  truly  terrible)  and  desertion : 

Ist.  McCleUan's  army  lost 100,000 

(He  lauded  ou  the  Peninsula  witli  nearly  100,000  men ;  was  afterwards  re- 
enforced  to  158,000,  and  left  with  a  remnant  of  about  55,000  men.) 

2d.  Pope's  army  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Run  and  of  Manassas  Plains 30, 000  • 

3d.  The  armies  of  Banks,  Milroy,  McDoweU,  Shields,  and  Fremont,  in  the  bat- 
tles of  the  VaDey  of  Virginia 30,000 

4th.  HaUeck's  army  in  the  West,  originally  220,000,  was  reduced  by  battles  at 
Shiloh  and  elsewhere,  by  sickness  and  desertion,  to  less  than  100,000  men, 

but  let  the  loss  be  stated  at  only 100, 000 

5th.  On  the  coasts  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  Qeorgia,  Florida,  and  Louis- 
iana, principally  by  sickness  and  desertion,  at  leajst 10,000 

6th.  In  north  and  southwestern  Virginia 5,000 

7th.  In  the  battle  of  Boonsboro'  and  Sharpsburg 15, 000 

8th.  In  the  surrender  at  Harper's  Ferry 11,000 

9th.  In  the  battle  at  Boteler^s  Mills 2,500 

10th.  In  the  army  of  General  Morgan,  at  Cumberland  Gap 5,000 

nth.  In  the  battle  of  Richmond,  Kentucky 7,000 

12th.  In  the  surrender  at  MumfordsviUe 5,000 
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13th.  In  the  campaigns  of  Morgan  and  Fonest,  and  other  partisan  leaders  in 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee 4, 000 

14th.  In  the  trans-Mississippi  campaign,  including  partisan  wurfare  in  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas 25,000 

Total 349,500 


In  this  enormous  number  I  am  not  now  able  to  state  what  general 
officers  were  incladed^  bat  in  the  single  battle  of  Sharpsbnrg,  on  the  16th 
and  17th  instant,  eleven  generals  of  the  enemy  were  killed  or  wounded, 
among  them  four  ms^or  generals. 

I  inclose  you,  for  information,  copy  of  a  dispatch  sent  to  Mr.  Mann  on 
the  subject  of  a  recent  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 
King  of  Denmark,  relative  to  Africans  captured  from  slavers  at  sea.  It 
may  be  well  to  have  an  eye  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  dis- 
posal of  slaves  captured  from  our  people,  and  you  will  perceive,  by  the 
instructions  to  Mr.  Mann,  what  are  the  president's  views  on  this  inter- 
esting matter. 

I  received,  on  the  29th  July,  the  duplicate  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Eost, 
resigning  his  office,  and  informing  the  department  that  he  was  about  to 
leave  Madrid,  and  had  confided  the  books  and  papers  of  the  legation  for 
safe  keeping  to  Mr.  Bauer,  the  agent  and  partner  of  the  Eothschilds.  in 
Madrid.  This  letter  is  dated  on  the  28th  May,  and  as  nothing  is  said  in 
it  in  relation  to  Mr.  Walter  Feam,  the  secretary  of  legation,  1  infer  that 
the  original  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  resignation  from  Mr.  Feam 
also,  but  UQ  such  letter  has  reached  tiie  department.  You  are  requested 
to  ascertain  whether  Mr.  Feam  has  resigned,  and  if,  contrary  to  the 
inference  drawn  from  Judge  Eost's  letter,  he  has  not  done  so,  the  presi- 
dent desires  that  you  intunate  to  him,  in  the  manner  best  adapted  to 
avoid  wounding  his  feelings,  that  the  departure  of  Mr.  Eost,  under  the 
circumstances,  and  his  closing  up  of  the  legation  at  Madrid,  have  put 
an  end  to  Mr.  Feam's  functions  as  secretary  to  Madrid,  and  that  his 
office  has  thus  been  vacated. 

I  am,  sir,  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BEIf  JAMIK. 

Secretary  oj  State. 

Hon.  John  Slidell,  c&c,  &c,^  dkc.^  Paris. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mann. 

No.  4.]  Depaetment  op  State, 

Richmond^  August  14, 1862. 

Sib:  We  are  informed  that  an  arrangement  has  been  recently  con- 
cluded between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Den- 
mark for  transferring  to  the  Danish  colonies  in  the  West  Indies  Africans 
who  may  be  captured  from  slavers  and  brought  into  the  United  States. 
We  are  not  informed  of  the  precise  terms  of  this  arrangement,  and  can, 
of  course,  have  no  objection  to  offer  to  its  execution,  if  confined  to  the 
class  of  persons  above  designated,  that  is,  to  Africans  released  by  the 
United  States  from  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  in  violation  of 
laws  and  treaties. 

It  has,  however,  been  suggested  by  the  president  that  under  cover  of 
this  agreement  the  United  States  may  impose  upon  the  good  faith  of 
the  government  of  Denmark,  and  make  it  the  unwitting  and  innocent 
participant  in  the  war  now  waged  against  us.    The  recent  legislation  of 
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the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  action  of  its  military  author- 
ities, betray  the  design  of  converting  the  war  into  a  campaign  of  indis- 
criminate robbery  and  murder.  I  inclose  herewith  a  letter  of  the 
president  to  the  general  commanding-in-chief  of  our  armies,  and  a 
general  order  on  the  subject  of  the  conduct  of  Major  General  Pope,  now 
commanding  the  enemy's  forces  in  ]l!^orthern  Virginia,  that  you  may 
form  some  faint  idea  of  the  atrocities  which  are  threatened.  The  act  of 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  (of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed,)  decreeing 
the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  all  persons  engaged  in  what  that  law 
terms  a  rebellion,  includes,  as  you  are  aware,  the  entire  property  of  all 
the  citizens  of.  the  confederaey.  The  same  law  decrees  substantially 
the  emancipation  of  all  our  slaves :  and  an  executive  order  of  President 
Lincoln  directs  the  commanders  of  his  armies  to  employ  them  as  laborers 
in  the  military  service.  It  is  well  known,  however,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  restrictive  terms  of  this  order,  several  of  his  generals  openly 
employ  the  slaves  to  bear  arms  against  their  masters,  and  have  thus 
inaugurated,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  a  servile  war  of  whose  horrors 
mankind  has  had  a  shocking  example  within  the  memory  of  many  now 
living.  GDhe  perfidy,  vindictiveness,  and  savage  cruelty  with  which 
this  war  is  waged  against  us  have  had  but  few  parallels  iji  the  annals 
of  nations. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  however,  finds  itself  greatly 
embarrassed  in  the  execution  of  its  schemes  by  the  difficulty  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  slaves  seized  by  its  troops  and  subject  to  confiscation  by  its 
barbarous  laws.  The  prejudice  against  the  negro  race  in  tjie  northern 
States  is  so  intense  and  deep-rooted  that  the  migration  of  our  slaves 
into  those  States  would  meet  with  violent  opposition  both  from  their 
people  and  local  authorities.  Already  riots  are  becoming  rife  in  the 
northern  cities,  arising  out  of  conflicts  and  rivalries  between  their  white 
laboring  population  and  the  slaves  who  have  been  carried  from  Virginia 
by  the  army  of  the  United  States.  Yet  these  slaves  are  an  inapprecia- 
ble fraction  of  the  negro  population  of  the  South.  It  is  thus  perceived 
that  the  single  obstacle  presented  by  the  difficulty  of  disposing  of  slaves 
seized  for  confiscation  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  check  in  a  very  great 
degree  the  execution  of  the  barbarous  policy  inaugurated  by  our 
enemies. 

The  repeated  instances  of  shameless  perfidy  exhibited  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  diuing  the  prosecution  of  the  war  justify  us 
in  the  suspicion  that  bad  faith  underlies  every  act  on  their  part  having 
a  bearing,  however  remote,  on  the  hostilities  now  pending.  When, 
therefore,  the  president-  received  at  the  same  time  information  of  two 
important  facts — one,  that  the  United  States  were  suffering  grave 
embarrassment  from  the  presence  within  their  limits  of  the  slaves  seized 
from  bur  citizens  5  the  other,  that  the  United  States  had  agreed  to 
transfer  to  Denmark,  for  transportation  to  the  Danish  West  Indies,  all 
Africans  captured  at  sea  from  slave-trading  vessels,  he  felt  that  there 
was  just  reason  to  suspect  an  intimate  connection  between  these  facts, 
and  that  the  purpose  of  our  treacherous  enemy  was  to  impose  on  the 
good  faith  of  a  neutral  and  friendly  power  by  palming  off  our  own 
slaves  seized  for  confiscation  by  the  enemy  as  Africans  rescued  at  sea 
from  sla\^-traders. 

You  are  especially  instructed  to  observe  that  the  president  entertains 
no  apprehension  that  the  government  of  Denmark  would  for  one  mo- 
ment swerve  from  the  observance  of  strict  neutrality  in  the  war  now 
raging  on  this  continent ;  still  less  that  it  would  fail  disdainfully  to  reject 
any  possible  complicity,  however  remote,  in  the  system  of  confiscation, 
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robbery,  and  murder  which  the  United  States  have  recently  adopted 
under  the  sting  of  defeat  in  their  unjust  attempt  to  subjugate  a  free  peo- 
ple. His  only  fftor  is  that  the  cabinet  of  Copenhagen  may  (as  has  hap- 
pened to  ourselves)  fail  to  suspect  in  others  a  perfidy  of  which  them- 
selves are  incapable.  His  only  purpose  in  instructing  you,  as  he  now 
does,  to  communicate  the  contents  of  this  dispatch  to  the  Danish  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affairs,  (and  if  deemed  advisable  to  fiirnish  a  copy  of  it,)  is 
to  convey  the  information  which  has  given  rise  to  the  suspicions  enter- 
tained here.  The  president  hopes  thus  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  suc- 
cess in  any  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  deceive  the  servants  of  his 
Danish  Majesty  by  delivering  to  them  for  conveyance  to  the  West  Indies 
our  slaves  seized  for  confiscation  by  the  enemy,  instead  of  Africans  res- 
cued on  the  high  seas. 

You  are  requested  to  proceed  to  Copenhagen  by  the  earliest  practical 
conveyance,  and  execute  the  president's  instructions  on  this  subject 
without  unnecessary  delay. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  P.  BBIiTJAMEsr, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Hon.  A.  Dtjdlet  Mann,  c6c.,  cfec,  Brussels^  Belgium. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Slidell. 

No.  7.]  Confederate  States  op  America, 

Departm^ent  of  Statey  Richmond^  October  17, 1862. 

Sib  :  Since  my  !N"o.  6,  of  26th  ultimo,  of  which  duplicate  is  herewith 
forwarded,  some  circumstances-  of  a  very  remarkable  character  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  president,  to  which  your  earnest  attention 
is  invited. 

On  the  7th  instant  the  president  received  from  Governor  Lubbock,  of 
Texas,  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  marked  A,  with  inclosures 
Nos.  1  and  2. 

The  very  singular  nature  of  this  correspondence,  initiated^  as  you  will 
perceive,  by  Mr.  Th6ron,  French  consular  agent  and  Spanish  vice-con- 
sul at  Galveston,  naturally  excited  a  lively  interest  5  but  we  had  not  yet 
arrived  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to  the  nature  and  extent,  nor 
the  source  of  the  intrigue  evidently  on  foot,  when,  on  the  13th  instant, 
the  president  received  from  the  Hon.  W.  S.  Oldham,  senator  from  Texas, 
a  letter,  of  which  a  copy,  marked  B,  is  herewith  inclosed. 

The  concurrent  action  of  two  French  consular  officers  at  a  point  so 
remote  from  each  other  as  Galveston  and  Eichmond  5  the  evident  under- 
standing which  exists  between  them ;  the  similarity  of  their  views  and 
conduct ;  the  choice  of  Mr.  Oldham  as  the  party  to  be  approached,  he 
being  generally  considered  as  identified  with  the  party  opposed  to  the 
administration,  while  Mr.  Wigfall  is  its  supporter — all  concur  in  satisfy- 
ing us  that  there  is  not  only  concert  of  action  between  these  officials, 
but  that  their  conduct  has  been  dictated  by  some  common  superior.  In 
plain  language,  we  feel  authorized  to  infer  that  the  French  government 
has,  for  some  interest  of  its  own,  instructed  some  of  ita  consular  agents 
here  to  feel  the  way,  and,  if  possible,  to  provoke  some  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  State  of  Texas  which  shall  result  in  its  withdrawal  from  the 
confederacy.  It  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  on  any  other  hyi)othesi8, 
to  account  for  the  conduct  of  these  agents. 
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I  have,  in  accordance  with  the  instmctions  of  the  president,  expelled 
both  Mr.  Th^ron  and  Mr.  Tabonelle  from  the  confederacy,  and  have 
forbidden  their  return  without  the  previous  x)ermission  of  the  govern- 
ment.   I  inclose  you  copies  of  the  orders  of  expulsion,  marked  G  and  D. 

In  endeavoring  to  account  for  such  a  course  of  action  on  the  part  of 
the  French  government,  I  can  only  attribute  it  to  one  or  both  of  the  fol- 
lowing causes: 

1.  The  Emperor  of  the  French  ha^  determined  to  conquer  and  hold 
Mexico  as  a  colony,  and  is  desirous  of  interposing  a  weak  power  between 
his  new  colony  and  the  Gonfederate  States,  in  order  that  he  may  feel 
secure  against  any  interference  with  his  designs  on  Mexico. 

2.  The  French  government  is  desirous  of  securing  for  itself  an  inde- 
pendent source  of  cotton  supply,  to  oSmt  that  possessed  by  Great  Britain 
in  India,  and  designs  to  effect  this  purpose  by  taking  under  its  protec- 
tion the  State  of  Texas,  which,  after  being  acknowledged  as  an  inde- 
pendent republic,  would,  in  its  opinion,  be  in  effect  as  dependent  on 
France  and  as  suDservient  to  French  interests  as  if  a  French  colony. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  both  t&ese  considerations  would  have 
weight  in  the  councils  of  the  French  cabinet,  and  we  are  not  without 
suspicion  that  the  tortuous  diplomacy  of  Mr.  Seward  may  have  had 
some  influence  in  inspiring  such  designs.  The  desire  to  weaken  the 
confederacy,  to  exhibit  it  to  the  world  as  a  "  rope  of  sand,''  without  con- 
sistence or  cohesion,  and  therefore  not  worthy  of  recognition  as  an 
independent  member  of  the  family  of  nations,  would  afford  ample  mo- 
tives for  the  adoption  of  such  a  cou];pe  by  the  cabinet  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  driven  to  a  diplomacy  of  expedients  in  the  desperate 
effort  to  avert  the  impending  doom  which  awaits  the  party  now  in  power 
in  Washington. 

One  other  suggestion  occurs  to  me,  which  you  may  receive  as  purely 
conjectural  on  my  part.  It  is  known  to  me  personally  that  at  the  date 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  Mr.  Dubois  de  Saligny, 
the  present  French  minister  in  Mexico,  and  who  was  at  that  time  French 
charge  d'affaires  to  the  republic  of  Texas,  was  vehemently  opposed  to 
the  annexation,  and  was  active  in  endeavoring  to  obstruct  and  prevent 
it.  Even  at  that  date  the  dispatches  of  Mr.  Ouizot,  which  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  reading,  were  fiUed  with  arguments  to  show  that .  the 
interests  of  Texas  were  identical  with  those  of  France,  and  that  both 
would  be  promoted  by  the  maintenance  of  a  separate  nationality  in 
Texas.  The  intrigue  now  on  foot,  therefore,  accords  completely  with  a 
l)olicy  in  regard  to  Texas  that  may  be  almost  said  to  be  traditional  with 
France:  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  movement  of  the  consular 
agents  here  has  received  its  first  impulse  firom  the  French  legation  in 
Mexico  instead  of  the  cabinet  of  the  Tuileries. 

These  movements  are  not  considered  as  having  the  slightest  import- 
ance so  far  as  their  effect  on  Texas  is  concerned.  The  answers  of  Gov- 
ernor Lubbock  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Oldham  will  satisfy  you  how  little 
those  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  encourage  such  attempts,  while  the 
popul^  feeling  in  Texas  is  best  evinced  by  the  fact  that  she  has  seventy 
regiments  of  volunteers  in  our  army.  But  the  evidence  thud  afforded  of 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  Frsince  to  seize  on  the  crisis  of  our  fate  as 
her  occasion  for  the  promotion  of  selfish  interests,  and  this,  too,  aft^ 
the  assurances  of  Mendly  disposition,  or,  at  worst,  impartial  neutrality, 
which  you  have  received  from  the  leading  public  men  of  France,  cannot 
but  awaken  solicitude;  and  the  president  trusts  that  you  wiU  use  every 
effort  to  discover  the  source,  extent^  and  designs  of  these  intrigues,  and 
whether  the  United  States  are  parties  to  them.    It  may  perhaps  be  in 
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your  power  to  make  use  of  this  discovery  also  by  awakening  the  British 
government  to  a  sense  of  the  fact  that  designs  are  entertained  of  which 
fiiat  government  is  not  probably  aware,  and  which  it  may  be  unwilling 
to  see  accomplished. 

An  enlarged  and  generous  statesmanship  would  seem  to  indicate  so 
clearly  that  the  establishment  of  southern  independence  on  a  secure 
basis  (and  with  a  strength  sufQcient  to  counterbalance  the  power  of  tiie 
United  States  as  well  as  to  prevent  extensive  French  colonization  on  our 
southern  border)  would  promote  the  true  interests  of  Great  Britain,  that 
we  find  it  difficult  to  account  for  her  persistent  refusal  to  recognize  our 
independence.  The  knowledge  of  a  secret  attempt  on  the  part  of  France 
to  obtain  separate  advantages  of  such  vast  magnitude  may  perhaps 
induce  a  change  in  the  views  of  the  British  cabinet.  I  speak  of  the 
attempt  as  secret,  for  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  suppose  that  the  action 
of  the  French  agents  is  taken  with  the  concurrence  or  connivance  of  the 
British  government.  If  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  these  coiyec- 
tures  are  weU  founded,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  known  to  her  Majesty^s 
government  the  facts  herein  communicated,  either  through  the  British 
minister  at  Paris  or  by  concert  with  Mr.  Mason.  It  is  deemed  desirable 
that  in  either  event  you  should  advise  Mr.  Mason  of  the  course  you  may 
adopt,  as  it  is  very  probable  that  the  English  government  wiU  learn 
from  Eichmond  the  &ct  of  the  expulsion  of  the  consuls,  and  the  cause 
of  the  action  of  this  government^  which,  from  its  very  nature,  is  accom- 
panied with  some  degree  of  pubhcity. 

I  inclose  to  Mr.  Mason,  for  his  information,  a  copy  of  this  communi- 
cation. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  StcUe, 

Hon.  John  Slipell, 

OammisBtonerj  &c.^  dkc.^  Paris. 

October  20,  1862. 

P.  S. — Since  the  foregoing  was  written  I  have  had  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Tabouelle,  and  from  t^e  explanations  offered  by  him,  and  certain  facts 
which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  have  become  satisfied  that,  not- 
withstanding the  singular  coincidence  between  his  conversation  with 
Mr.  Oldham  and  the  communication  of  Mr.  Th6ron  to  Governor  Lubbock, 
there  was  no  concert  of  action  between  them,  and  that  Tabouelle  is  no 
party  to  the  intrigue  referred  to.  The  order  for  his  expulsion  has  been 
therefore  revoked,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  annexed  copy  of  a  letter 
to  him,  marked  E. 

It  is  barely  possible,  though  I  think  not  probable,  that  Th^ron  may 
have  acted  on  his  own  ideas  of  what  he  supposed  would  be  agreeable  to 
his  superiors,  and  not  in  consequence  of  instructions.  The  whole  matter 
is  one  of  great  delicacy,  and  I  must  leave  it  to  your  own  discretion  how 
best  to  treat  it,  after  endeavoring  to  satisfy  yourself  whether  Th6ron's 
movements  were  dictated  by  the  French  cabinet. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[Private  and  confidential.] 

Executive  Depabtment. 
Austifiy  TexcLSy  Septeniber  11, 1862, 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  consideration  the  inclosed 
copies  of  letters,  the  one  (marked  A)  from  the  French  and  Sx)anish  con- 
sul at  Galveston,  the  other  (marked  B)  being  my  reply  thereto. 

As  the  proceeding  of  the  said  consul  would  seem  to  indicate  an  incipi- 
ent intrigue,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  advise  you  thereof  on  the 
threshold. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  LUBBOCK. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President,  cfcc,  Richmond^  Virginia* 


A. 

[Confidential.] 

Consulate  Agency  for  France  and  Vice-Consulate  for  Spain  in  Oalveston, 

GAI.VESTON,  Augt^t  18, 1862. 

Sib  :  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  inform  me  confidentially  of  your  per- 
sonal opinion  on  the  following  questions : 

1st.  The  annexation  of  the  republic  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  was 
or  was  not  a  good  political  measure  f 

2d.  The  act  of  disunion  and  of  the  junction  of  the  St|ite  of  Texas  to  the 
southern  States  was  or  was  not  another  good  or  bad  politic  taken  by  the 
State  ?    And 

3d.  The  re-establishment  of  the  old  republic  of  Texas  will  or  will  not 
be  beneficial  to  our  beloved  adopted  country  f 

Your  answer  to  these  questions,  sir,  will  serve  me  as  a  guide  in  my 
political  correspondence  with  the  govemiaents  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  and  with  very  much  respect,  to  be  your  obedient 
servant, 

B.  TH:fiROI^, 
French  and  Spanish  Consul, 

His  Excellency  F.  R.  Lubbock, 

Oovemor  of  the  State  of  Teooa^. 

I  certify  the  above  and  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  now 
on  file  in  the  executive  department  at  Austin,  Texas. 

JAMES  PAUL, 

Private  Secretary. 


B. 


Executive  Department, 
Av^tiUj  Texas^  September  9,  1862. 

Seb  :  Your  communication  of  the  18th  ultimo  is  before  me,  and  con- 
tents duly  noted. 
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In  answer  to  your  first  interrogatory,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  the  United  States  was  a  good  political  measure. 

As  to  your  second  question,  I  answer  most  emphatically  that  the  '^act 
of  disunion  and  of  the  junction  of  the  State  of  Texas  to  the  southern 
States  was  a  good  and  proper  political  step.'' 

In  reply  to  your  third  inquiry,  I  have  to  say  "  the  re-establishment  of 
the  old  republic  of  Texas  will  not  be  beneficial  to  our  beloved  adopted 
country." 

Texas  has  linked  her  fate  with  that  of  her  sisters  of  the  South.  She 
wiU  be  true,  steadfast,  and  victorious. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yoiirs,  very  respectfully, 

P,  E.  LUBBOCK. 
B.  Th^bon,  Esq., 

French  and  ypanish  Gonsulj  Oalveston, 

True  copy  of  the  original. 

JAMES  PAUL,  Primte  Secretary. 


B. 

EiCHMOND,  October  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  to-day  Mons.  Tabouelle,  French  vice-consul  at  Kichmond, 
sought  an  introduction  to  me  in  the  senate  chamber,  and  stated  that  he 
desired  to  obtain  from  me  certain  statistical  information  in  regard  to 
Texas.  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  then  have  the  time  to  give  him  the 
desired  information,  but  if  he  would  call  at  my  room  I  would  take  pleas- 
ure in  giving  him  any  information  which  I  possessed.  He  promised  to 
call  this  evening,  which  he  did,  and  has  just  left  my  room.  I  deem  it 
proper  to  give  you  the  substance  of  tlie  conversation  between  us,  as  it 
had  a  connection  with  the  subject-matter  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  governor  of  Texas  and  the  French  consular  agent  at  Galveston,  of 
which  you  ^d vised  General  Wigfall  and  myself  a  few  days  since. 

After  I  had  iumished  him  with  inibrmation  in  regard  to  tlie  area, 
population,  debts,  taxes,  and  agricultiu'al  productive  capacity  of  Texas, 
he  remarked  that  the  resources  of  the  State  were  magnificent,  and  capa- 
ble of  supporting  ajpower/ul  and  independent  people^  and  then  asked  me 
whether  I  thought  it  would  not  he  to  the  interest  of  the  State  to  assume  an 
independent  imtionality,  I  told  him  that  the  j)eople  of  Texas,  being 
mostly  emigrants  from  the  old  southern  States,  were  strongly  attached 
to  those  States  and  to  our  federative  system  of  government,  which  I  at 
some  length  exphiined  to  him.  I  told  him  that  they  never  could  have 
been  induced  to  secede  from  the  United  States  but  to  preserve  that 
form  of  government,  which  was  in  danger  of  being  destroyed.  I  fur- 
ther stated  to  him  that  not  only  the  affections  and  sympathies,  but  also 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  Texas  bound  them  to  the  States  of  the 
confe(l(^racy ;  that  their  institutions,  pursuits,  and  agricultural  products 
were  the  same,  and  that  mutual  safety  required  harmony  among  them, 
which  could  only  be  insured  by  a  confederacy;  that  as  a  separate  and 
independent  State  Texas  would  be  weak  and  incapable  of  self-defense ; 
that  we  were  sensible  that  we  would  be  subject  to  be  involved  in  col- 
lisions with  our  sister  southern  States ;  that  the  similarity  of  institu- 
tions and  productions,  which  are  now  bonds  of  union  and  the  cause  of 
harmony,  would  become  causes  of  rivalries,  jealousies,  and  perhaps  wars 
between  the  States :  that  in  the  confederacy  we  would  not  be  a  weak 
and  dependent  people,  incapable  of  resenting  insult  or  repelling  aggres- 
sion.   The  subject  was  then  waived,  and  we  talked  of  other  matters. 
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But  for  the  fact  you  had  called  my  attention  to  the  correspondence 
between  the  governor  of  Texas  and  the  French  consular  agent  at  Gal- 
veston, this  conversation  would  perhaps  have  made  no  impression  upon 
mj  mind;  but  as  an  introduction  to  me  was  sought  by  the  vice-conisuL 
with  the  view  to  obtain  statistical  information  in  regard  to  Texas^  ana 
the  subject  of  the  separate  independence  of  that  State  was  thus  mtro- 
duced  by  him,  it  struck  me  that  it  was  not  casual  or  accidentaL  He 
forthermore  stated  to  me  ttiat  he  had  written  to  the  consular  agent  at 
Gkdveston  for  information  upon  the  resources  of  Texas,  and  had  received 
from  him  a  specimen  or  sample  of  Texas  wool  which  he  either  had  or 
intended  to  send  to  France. 

I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  communicate  the  foregoing  to  yon,  as 
affording  confirmatory  evidence  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the  object  of 
Louis  Napoleon,  and  perhaps  of  other  European  powers,  to  induce  Texas 
to  assume  an  independent  nationality.  The  fact  communicated  by  yon 
to  General  Wig&ll  and  myself  put  me  on  my  guard,  and  caused  me  to 
be  more  explicit  and  specMc  than  I  might  otherwise  have  been,  for  the 
purpose  of  dissipating  such  a  design  if  it  exists,  and  to  induce  whatever 
steps  that  may  be  taken  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  entire  confederacy. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  OLDHAM. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis,  President^  &o. 


0. 

Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Thiron. 

Bepabtment  of  State, 

Bichmmdj  October  ^7, 1862. 

Snt:  [Fhe  governor  of  Texas  has  communicated  to  the  president  a 
correspondence  between  him  and  yourself,  in  which  you  plainly  attempted 
to  induce  the  governor  to  enter  into  some  understanding  or  arrange- 
ment for  the  withdrawal  of  Texas  from  this  confederacy.  This  attempt 
on  your  part  is  considered  by  the  president  as  an  abuse  of  the  hospitality 
of  the  confederacy,  and  as  indicating  hostility  on  your  part  to  this  gov- 
ernment and  people. 

Tour  presence  within  the  confederacy  can  no  longer  be  permitted. 
You  are  therefore  required  to  depart  immediately,  and  not  to  return 
without  the  previous  permission  of  this  government. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMTNT, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Mr.  B.  TKtooN, 

Frenoh  Oonautar  Agenty  a/nd  Vice-Consul  far  Spmn^  Oalveston^  Texas. 


Mr.  Benjcmva  to  Major  Chneral  Magruder. 

Depaetment  of  State, 

Bichmondy  October  17, 1862. 

Snt:  Herewith  you  will  find  inclosed  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  B. 
Th^ron,  French  consular  agent  and  vice-consul  for  Spain,  at  Gulveston, 
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Texas^  requiring  that  fimctionary  to  depart  immediately  firom  the  con- 
federacy. 

The  presidenr  requests  that  you  will  have  this  order  executed  as 
promptly  as  can  be  done  without  undue  harshness,  and  that  you  have 
Mr.  Th^ron  conveyed  under  surveillance  to  Matamoras,  or  other  conven- 
ient point  on  the  Mexican  frontier^  whence  he  can  depart  for  Europe 
if  he  chooses. 

Mr.  Th6ron  will  be  allowed  to  make  such  disposal  of  the  books  and 
papers  of  his  consulate  as  he  may  deem  proper. 
Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  communication. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Major  General  J.  B.  MAaBUDEB,  Spottswood  Hotel. 


D. 
Mr.  Benjamin  to  Monsieur  Tabouelle. 

Department  of  State, 

Bichmondy  October  17;  1862. 

SiB:  The  Hon.  Mr.  Oldham,  senator  from  the  State  of  Texas,  hav- 
ing communicated  to  the  president  the  substance  of  a  conversation 
held  with  you  on  the  13th  instant,  in  the  course  of  which  you  sought  to 
impress  on  that  senator  the  conviction  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  State  of  Texas  to  separate  herself  from  this  confederacy,  I  am 
instructed  by  the  president  to  inform  you  that  your  presence  within,  the 
confederacy  can  no  longer  be  permitted,  your  conduct  being  considered 
hostile  to  this  government  and  people.  ' 

You  are  therefore  required  to  depart  from  the  confederacy,  and  n(^t  to 
return  without  the  previous  permission  of  this  government.  You  i  will 
prepare  to  leave  by  the  flag-of-truce  boat,  which  will  depart  on  the  /L8th 
instant.  .  | 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant,  ) 

J.  P.  BEIJf  JAMIN,  \ 

Secretary  of  Stdte. 
Monsieur  Taboxtelle,  / 

Vioe-ConmU  of  Fra/ncCj  Bichmond.  \ 


E. 


Depabtment  of  State, 

Bichmandj  October  18, 1^2. 

SlB :  I  have  seen  the  president  since  my  Interview  with  yoursell*  and 
Mr.  Giles  this  morning,  and  having  taken  into  consideration  your  expla- 
nations in  relation  to  your  interview  with  Mr.  Oldham,  and  thei  odier 
facts  stated  by  you,  the  president  is  satisfied  that  your  conversatiom  with 
Mr.  Oldham  was  not  prompted  by  any  hostility  to  this  govemmemt,  and 
that  you  are  not  connected  with  the  intrigue  known  to  exist  havfing  for 
its  object  to  induce  the  withdrawal  of  tiie  State  of  Texas  from  tljfiis  con- 
federacy.   You  will  therefore  consider  the  order  to  depart  from  t^he  con- 
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federacy  as  withdrawn,  and  you  will  remain  at  liberty  to  reside  here  as 
heretofore. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMm, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Monsieur  Tabouelle,  at  French  Consulate^  Richmond. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Slidell. 

"So.  8.]  Department  of  State, 

Eichmandj  October  28, 1862. 

Sir  :  Since  writing  my  "So.  7,  of  17th  and  20th  instant,  I  have  received 
from  the  hand  of  Mr.  Fearn  (who  arrived  on  25th  instant)  your  JN^o.  10, 
of  25th  July,  with  its  very  iuteresting  reports  of  your  interviews  witii 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  Mr.  Thouvenel.  I  had  previously 
received  (on  21st  instant)  your  private  letter  of  18th  September,  for- 
warded through  Mr.  Mason,  this  last  having  reached  me  in  a  Sorter 
time  than  any  communicauon  hitherto  had  with  Europe,  and  demon- 
strates the  great  value  of  the  new  means  of  intercourse  now  opened  and 
which  we  hope  to  maintain.  Mr.  Mason  will  explain  to  you  the  details 
of  the  new  arrangement,  and  your  best  course  will  be  to  forward  your 
future  dispatches  through  him. 

The  voluminous  contents  of  your  dispatch,  and  that  of  Mr.  Mason,  have 
prevented  their  communication  to  the  president,  with  whom  I  desire  to 
confer  before  answering  you.  The  president  is  for  the  moment  deeply 
engaged  in  military  matters^  and  in  endeavors  to  repair,  by  new  combi- 
naticins,  the  evils  resulting  trom  the  failure  of  the  Kentucky  campaign, 
whi(\h  has  eventuated  in  none  of  the  happy  consequences  which  we  so 
con&lently  hoped.  The  only  gain  has  been  the  capture  of  a  very  large 
amount  of  supplies. 

I  ti  avc  no  time  to  add  anything  by  this  conveyance,  but  another  oppor- 
tunity will  ofi'er  in  a  few  days  for  a  fidl  dispatch. 

]  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMm, 
(  Secretary  of  State. 

Hoiji.  John  Slidell,  c^-c,  <fec.,  cfcc,  Paris. 

P.  9). — ^Mrs.  Davis  begs  me  to  say  that  she  anticipates  with  eagerness 
the  p^'omised  letter  from  your  daughter,  which  has  not  yet  reached 
Bichiiiond. 


i  Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Be  Leon. 

No.  2. j  Department  of  State, 

[  EicJnnond,  Becember  13, 1862. 

Snt(:  I  avail  myself  of  an  unexpected  opportunity  to  acknowledge 
receipi^  of  your  iNos.  1  and  2.  They  have  been  read  with  lively  interest, 
and  yoli  will  not  fail  to  keep  the  department  fully  advised  of  your  con- 
clusiou^<5  as  to  the  probable  action  of  European  powers,  as  fast  as  tiieir 
views  a  re  developed,  either  through  the  press  or  other  agencies. 

The  p  resident  has  been  so  fully  occupied  with  military  matters  that  it 
has  beeifc  scarcely  possible  for  me  to  confer  with  him  at  length  on  the 
matters  feuggested  by  you,  and  he  has  just  depai'ted  very  suddenly  for  a 
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toiir  in  the  southwest,  where  his  presence  was  greatly  needed  to  restore 
affairs  and  to  impart  renewed  energy  and  activity  to  our  military  opera- 
tions. 

On  his  return  I  will  take  measures  to  forward  you  additional  means  to 
enable  you  to  extend  the  field  of  your  operations,  and  to  embrace,  if  pos- 
sible, the  press  of  Central  Europe  in  your  campaign.  Austria  and  Prus- 
sia, as  well  as  the  smaller  Grermanic  powers,  seem  to  require  intelligence 
of  the  true  condition  of  our  affairs  ancL  of  the  nature  of  our  struggle,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  you  may  find  means  to  act  with  efficiency  in  molding 
public  opinion  in  those  countries.. 

.AVlien  I  send  you  a  remittance,  on  the  return  of  the  president,  (at  the 
end  of  this  month,)  I  will  give  you  my  views  more  at  large. 

Tlie  bearer  of  this  goes  in  part  to  complete  arrangements  for  more 
prompt  communication,  and  I  hope  that  for  the  future  my  dispatches 
will  reach  Europe  more  regularly  and  promptly. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMm, 

Secretary  of  State, 
Edwin  De  Leon,  Esq*, 

Care  of  Ron.  John  Slidell,  dtc.j  Paris. 

[For  the  remainder  of  the  inclosed  correspondence,  see  dispatch  No. 
322  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  February  13, 1863,  post]     * 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  462.]  Department  op  State, 

Wa4ihington,  January  30, 1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  communication*  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  this  department,  which  shows  that  the  insurgents  in  this  country 
have  instructed  James  Spence,  a  confederate  of  their  own,  wbo  is  a 
British  subject  residing  at  Liverpool,  to  effect,  if  he  can,  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  gold  which  they  have  collected  and  are  preparing  to  use 
in  Great  Britain  to  buy  and  fit  out  their  ships  of  war  to  be  used  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  conveyed  firom  ports 
which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  insurgents,  but  are  blockaded  by  the 
United  States  naval  forces,  to  their  agents  and  confederates  in  Europe, 
in  the  British  vessels  which  are  permitted  to  enter  those  ports  in  virtue 
of  the  treaties  existing  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

So  much  care  has  hitherto  been  practiced  by  the  British  authorities 
in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  such  vessels  that  the  discovery  of  the 
designs  of  the  insurgents,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  would  have  excited 
no  apprehension  on  the  part  of  this  government,  had  there  not  appeared 
some  ground  to  believe  that  one  British  ship  of  war,  as  well  as  one 
Spanish  vessel  of  the  same  kind,  has  already  been  engaged  in  carrying 
gold  of  the  insurgents  from  such  ports  to  such  insurgents.  These  grounds, 
so  ftir  as  the  British  man-of-war  is  concerned,  are  found  in  a  statement  of 
a  newspaper  published  at  the  Bahamas,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended  to 
the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  It  is  sincerely  be- 
lieved by  this  government  that  the  statement  of  the  Bahama  paper  is 
erroneous  and  untrue.  The  gravity  of  the  matter,  however,  requires 
that  you  shall  bring  the  subject  as  early  as  possible  to  the  attention  of 


*  For  inclofixure  see  same  dispatch  under  the  subdiyision  ^^  Yesuvias/' jpo«t. 
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Earl  Eussell,  and  ask  for  such  investigation  and  such  instructions  to  the 
naval  officers  of  Great  Britain  as  the  occasion  seems  to  require.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  government,  the 
plan  of  the  insurgents  could  not  be  carried  out  except  by  practices 
-which  would  be  a  fraud  against  the  treaties  which  secure  admission  of 
British  vessels  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  such  as  the  British 
government  would  be  the  last  to  lend  its  sanction  to,  or  even  its  tolera- 
tion. 

I  am,*sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAJiD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfec,  cfec. 


ifr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  322.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoUy  February  13, 1863. 

Sir:  The  papers  transmitted  with  your  dispatch  (No.  454)  of  the  19th 
of  January  seemed  to  me  to  carry  so  much  confirmation  of  all  the  various 
allegations  made  in  my  preceding  series  of  notes  to  Lord  Eussell  respect- 
ing the  systematic  abuse  of  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom  by  the  rebels, 
that  after  going  over  the  subject  in  last  Saturday's  conversation  with 
his  lordship,  I  determined,  with  his  assent,  to  make  them  the  basis  of  a 
formal  remonstrance  td  this  government.  A  copy  of  the  result,  as 
drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  note  to  Lord  Russell,  dated  the  9th  instant, 
together  with  a  list  of  the  papers  subjoined,  is  forwarded  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  February  9,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  lordship's  attention  a 
number  of  papers  transmitted  to  me  by  my  government  as  faithful 
copies  of  an  intercepted  correspondence  emanating  from  persons  well 
known  to  be  high  officers  of  the  so-called  authorities  now  stationed  in 
Richmond,  in  the  insurgent  portion  of  the  United  States. 

These  papers  go  to  show  a  deliberate  attempt  to  establish  within  the 
limits  of  this  kingdom  a  system  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  This  plan  embraces  not  only  the  build- 
ing and  fitting  out  of  several  shijjs  of  war  under  the  direction  of  agents 
especially  commissioned  for  the  purpose,  but  the  preparation  of  a  series 
of  measures  under  the  same  auspices  for  the  obtaining  from  her  M^es- 
ty's  subjects  the  pecuniary  means  essential  to  the  execution  of  those  hos- 
tile projects. 

That  the  person  named  Sinclair,  to  whom  the  supervision  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  vessels  referred  to  is  intrusted,  has  arrived  in  this  coun- 
try, is  a  fact  well  known  to  me.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  is 
still  here,  and  actually  engaged  in  the  service  for  which  he  was  sent. 
Of  the  presence  of  Mr.  Mason,  I  believe  your  lordship  entertains  no 
doubt.    Of  the  action  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenhohn  &  Co.,  a«  agents  of 
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the  same  parties  at  Liverpool,  I  have  already  had  frequent  Occasion  to 
write. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  these  papers  serve  most  conclusively  to  show  that 
no  respect  whatever  has  been  paid  in  her  own  realm  by  these  parties  to 
the  neutrality  declared  by  her  Majesty  at  the  outset  of  these  hostilities ; 
and  that,  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  they  are  bent  on  making  her  king- 
dom subservient  to  their  purpose  of  conducting  hostilities  against  a  nation 
with  which  she  is  at  peace.  I  trust  I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  if 
my  government  could  have  been  induced  in  any  way  to  initiate  similar 
operations  within  the  limits  of  this  kingdom,  I  should  have  regarded  it 
as  very  justly  subject  to  the  remonstrances  which  your  lordship  has 
been  pleased  to  address  to  me  on  account  of  actsof  incomparably  smaller 
significance. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  c£c.,  c&c,  c£e. 


Inclosures. 

1.  Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mason,  No.  7,  September  26,  1862,  and  after 

the  third  paragraph  all  of  Mr.  Benjamin's  l^o.  6,  to  Mr.  Slidell, 
from  "events  of,''  &c.,  to  "four  major  generals."  And  inclosure 
No.  4  from  Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mann.  (See  dispatch  No.  454 
from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  January  19, 1863,  ante.) 

2.  Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mason,  No.  8,  October  28,  1862. 

3.  Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  M'cison,  October  24, 1862. 

4.  Eebel  act  for  exchange  of  bonds,  April  21, 1862. 
6.  Copy  of  $1,000  rebel  bond. 

6.  Copy  of  produce  certificate. 

7.  Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Mason,  October  25, 1862. 

8.  Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Mason,  October  26, 1862. 

9.  Geo.  N.  Sanders  to  Eeid  Sanders,  August  25, 1862. 

10.  Unsigned  letter  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

11.  Note  implicating  W.  S.  Lindsay  and  others. 

12.  Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Memminger,  October  27, 1862. 

13.  Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Mallory,  October  30, 1862. 

14.  Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Mason,  October  30, 1862. 

15.  Mr.  Memminger  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  October  21. 1862. 

16.  Mr.  Memminger  to  James  Spence,  Liverpool,  October  2i,  1862. 

17.  Mr.  Memminger  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  October  24, 1862. 

18.  Same  to  same,  October  28, 1862. 

19.  Mr.  St.  John  to  Mr.  Smith,  October  28, 1862. 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mason. 

No.  1. 

No.  7.]  Department  of  State, 

Kichmondj  September  26, 1862. 

Sir  :  Since  my  No.  6,  of  19th  July,  I  have  received  three  communica- 
tions from  you,  Qiot  numbered,)  all  of  which  arrived  on  the  25th  August. 
1  also  received  duplicate  of  your  No.  11,  of  May  16. 
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To  your  general  dispatch  of  June  23  the  number  12  has  been  affixed. 
To  another  dispatch  of  same  date,  in  relation  to  a  newly  invented  gun- 
powder, the  number  13  has  been  affixed ;  and  to  your  dispatch  of  June 
24,  in  relation  to  counterfeit  issues  of  the  confederate  treasury  notes  and 
other  southern  paper  currency,  the  number  14  has  been  affixed.  I  pray 
you  to  make  your  own  numbers  conform  to  these,  and  to  notify  your 
secretary  of  this  oversight,  that  it  may  not  be  repeated. 

Your  JNTos.  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8  are  still  missing,  and,  for  the  regularity  of 
the  archives  of  the  department,  I  beg  you  to  forward  duplicates  of 
them. 

[Here  the  body  of  this  dispatch  to  Mr.  Mason  is  precisely  the  same 
with  that  addressed  to  Mr.  Slidell,  under  date  of  Richmond,  September 
26, 1862.  (No.  6  dispatch  to  Mr.  Slidell  wUl  be  found  inclosed  with  dis- 
patch from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  Xo.  454,  January  19, 1863,  atite.) 
It  concludes  as  follows :] 

I  inclose  you,  for  information,  copy  of  a  dispatch*  sent  to  Mr.  Mann  on 
the  subject  of  a  recent  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 
King  of  Denmark  relative  to  Africans  captured  from  slavers  at  sea.  It 
may  be  well  to  have  an  eye  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  dis- 
posal of  slaves  captured  from  our  people,  and  you  will  perceive  by  the 
instructions  to  Mr.  Mann  what  are  the  president's  views  on  this  inter- 
esting matter. 

I  must  again  request  of  you  to  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Mann  a  copy 
of  that  part  of  this  dispatch  which  relates  to  the  war  and  present  state 
of  the  country,  as  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  write  to  him  by  this  convey- 
ance. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary ^  of  State. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  <£;o.,  dkc.y  c&c,  London, 


Mr.  Benjamin  to  Mr.  Mason. 
No.  2. 

No.  8.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Richmond^  October  28, 1862. 

Sib  :  Since  my  No.  7,  of  26th  ultimo,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 
ceiving your  Nos.  14, 15, 16,  and  17,  dated  respectively  30th  July,  6th 
August,  18th  September,  and  18th  September.  The  two  latter  were 
received  by  special  messenger,  who  reached  Eichmond  on  the  21st  in- 
stant. The  two  former  were  delivered  by  Mr.  Fearn,  who  did  not  arrive 
till  25th  instant. 

The  contents  of  Nos.  14  and  15  are  so  voluminous,  (and  they  were 
accompanied  by  others  of  equal  bulk  from  Mr.  Slidell,)  that  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  confer  with  the  president  in  relation  to  them,  and  shall 
therefore  defer  replying,  the  more  especially  as  I  shall  have  another 
opportunity  of  forwarding  dispatches  in  a  very  few  days. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  bearer  of  dispatches  16  and  17,  for 
facilitating  intercourse  between  us,  have  been  approved,  and  will  be  con- 
tinued as  long  as  successful.  The  details  will  be  explained  to  you  by 
the  bearer  of  this  dispatch,  (Mr.  George  Sanders,)  in  person. 

*  See  Becond  inclosnre  to  dispatch  No.  454  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  January 
JL9y  1863,  ante. 
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The  subject  of  a  loan,  based  on  cotton  certificates,  lia-s  been  fully 
considered,  and  you  will  receive  herewith  a  communication  from  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  informing  you  of  the  conclusions  reached  by  us 
after  much  deliberation.  I  communicated  to  the  secretary  your  tender 
of  services  in  connection  with  this  matter,  and  he  requests  me  to  express 
his  thanks  and  to  solicit  your  aid  and  co-operation  in  any  movements 
that  may  be  made  to  secure  success  by  Mr.  Spence,  to  whom  the  gov- 
ernment has  confided  the  business,  in  consequence  chiefly  of  your  recom- 
mendation. He  had  been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  other  negotiations 
before  the  receipt  of  your  last  dispatches. 

The  president  desires  me  to  express  his  approval  and  satisfaction  with 
your  conduct  in  assuming,  under  the  circumstances,  the  resi)onsibility 
of  making  the  arrangements  necessary  for  the  success  of  Captain  Sin- 
clair in  his  arrangements  for  building  a  ship. 

It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  you  had,  as  was  confidently  anticipated, 
reviewed  your  impressions,  and  determined  not  to  withdrflw  from  London 
without  the  previous  instructions  of  the  president.  Your  correspond- 
ence with  Earl  Bussell  shows  with  what  scanty  courtesy  you  have  been 
treated,  and  exhibits  a  marked  contrast  between  the  conduct  of  the  English 
andFrenchstatesmennowinoflftce,  in  their  intercourse  with  foreign  agents 
eminently  discreditable  to  the  former.  It  is  lamentable  that,  at  this 
late  period  in  the  nineteenth  century,  a  nation  so  enlightened  as  Great 
Britain  should  have  failed  yet  to  discover  that  a  principal  cause  of  the 
dislike  and  hatred  towards  England,  of  which  complaints  are  rife  in  her 
Parliament  and  in  her  press,  is  the  offensive  arrogance  of  some  of  her 
public  men.  The  contrast  is  striking  between  the  polished  courtesy  of 
Mr.  Thouvenel  and  the  rude  incivility  of  Earl  Bussell.  Your  determina- 
tion to  submit  to  these  annoyances  in  the  service  of  your  country,  and 
to  overlook  personal  slights  while  hope  remains  that  your  continued 
presence  in  England  may  benefit  our  cause,  cannot  fail  to  meet  the  warm 
approval  of  your  government.  I  refrain,  however,  from  further  com- 
ment on  the  contents  of  your  dispatches  till  the  attention  of  the  paresi- 
dent  (now  concentrated  on  efforts  to  repair  the  iU  effects  of  the  failure 
of  the  Kentucky  campaign)  can  be  directed  to  your  correspondence  with 
Earl  Bussell.. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  dtc.j  dtc,,  c£rc.,  London, 


CORBESPONDENOE   OF   CONFEDERATE   TBEASUBY   AND   NAVY   DEPART- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Mason.- 

No.  3. 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Michmondj  October  24, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  cotton  certificate  forwarded  in  your  dispatch  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state  has  been  carefully  examined,  and,  upon  due  consideration 
of  the  views  expressed  by  you,  and  the  probable  aj^ility  of  the  govern- 
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ment  to  furnish  cotton,  a  form  of  certificate  has  been  adopted  somewhat 
differing  from  yours.    The  differences  are  several. 

1.  In  price.  It  has  been  deemed  best  to  fix  this  at  five  pence  sterling. 
This  form  of  stating  the  price  has  been  adopted  in  preference  to  cents, 
because  it  expresses  the  rate  to  be  paid  for  the  cotton  here,  in  a  cur- 
rency which  is  understood  to  carry  a  right  to  its  value  in  London.  Thus, 
five  pence  sterling  would  imply  a  right  to  receive  that  amount  in  Lon- 
don, or  so  much  of  our  currency  as  would  be  required  to  purchase  five 
pence  sterling.  At  the  present  rate  of  exchange  this  would  amount  to 
twenty-five  cents.  It  is  thought  that  this  would  not  be  too  high  a  price 
to  demand. 

2.  The  cotton  is  made  deliverable  at  certain  ports  instead  of  any  port 
at  the  option  of  the  holder.  This  change  is  required  by  the  fact  that 
most  of  our  cotton  is  at  the  West ;  and  if  a  large  portion  should  be 
required  at  an  Atlantic  port,  it  would  be  impossible  to  perform  the  con- 
tract. It  is,  tHerefore,  proposed  to  issue  separate  certificates  .for  the 
Gulf  and  Atlantic  ports  in  such  amounts  as  can  be  delivered  at  each. 

3.  The  certificates  are  demandable  only  after  peace,  and  within  six 
months  thereafter.  It  would  be  impossible  to  transport  the  cotton  to 
any  great  amount  until  that  period.  To  provide,  however,  for  such 
cases  as  might  desire  to  run  the  blockade,  it  is  proposed  that  for  some 
premium,  to  be  adjusted  by  yourself,  you  should  place  in  the  contract  an 
additional  clause  as  follows,  which  you  are  authorized  to  add : 

"The  government  further  agrees  to  deliver  the  cotton  called  for  in  this 
certificate  at  any  time  during  the  pending  war,  at  any  port  within  its 
possession,  (if  practicable  to  transport  the  cotton  to  the  port  selected,) 
upon  the  payment  by  the  holder  of  the  cost  of  transportation." 

4.  In  case,  by  accident  or  otherwise,  the  holder  should  omit  to  make 
his  demand  within  this  period,  the  certificate  is  not  forfeited,  but  the 
government  has  the  option  to  deliver  the  cotton  or  return  the  amount 
paid,  say  one  thousand  dollars,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  from  the 
issue  of  the  certificatfe. 

5.  An  additional  formality  is  added  in  requiring  your  indorsement. 
This  addition  has  been  made  to  guard  against  capture  or  loss  of  the  cer- 
tificates on  their  way  to  Europe,  and  also  to  give  an  official  supervision 
there. 

I  now  send,  by  Mr.  G.  !N.  Sanders,  one  thousand  ceitificates  for  the 
Gulf  ports  and  five  hundred  for  the  Atlantic.  In  order  to  have  the 
payments  put  in  proper  form,  you  had  better  deposit  the  certificates 
with  our  depositaries^  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  at  Liverpool, 
directing  them  to  receive  the  money  and  deposit  the  same  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  Confederate  States.  This  will  place  matters  in 
a  business  fonn,  and  relieve  you  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  accounts. 

In  order  that  you  may  act  understandingly,  permit  me  to  apprise  you 
of  such  financial  arrangements  as  have  already  been  made.- 

At  your  suggestion  I  have  appointed  Mr.  James  Spence,  of  Liverpool, 
financial  agent,  and  have  requested  him  to  negotiate  for  the  sale  of  five 
millions  of  dollars  of  our  eight  per  cent,  bonds,  if  he  can  realize  fifty  per 
cent.  6n  them.  I  have  already  sent  over  two  millions  of  the  bonds,  and 
will  send  another  million  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  Mr.  Spence  is  directed 
to  confer  with  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  who  had  previously  been 
made  our  depositaries  at  Liverpool.  Had  I  known  with  certainty  where 
you  were  I  would  also  have  referred  him  to  you,  and  I  would  thank  you 
now  to  place  yourself  in  correspondence  with  him. 

I  have  also  directed  Mr.  Spence  to  endeavor  to  negotiate  for  the  appli- 
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cation  of  two  and  a  half  millions  of  coin  (which  I  have  here)  for  the  pur- 
chase of  supplies  and  munitions  for  our  army.  I  hope  that  this  coin  will 
be  accepted  by  British  houses  in  payment  at  the  rate  of  sterling  in  Eng- 
land, less  freight  and  insurance.  It  seems  to  me  that,  upon  its  transfer 
to  British  owners,  they  could  obtain  transportation  for  it  on  their  ves- 
sels of  war  from  any  confederate  port,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  hoiiafide 
British  property,  and  in  any  event  the  holder  of  the  transfer  would  have 
a  certain  security. 

A  difference  has  been  made  by  our  congress  in  some  of  its  appropria- 
tions for  the  navy.  Those  for  building  vessels  are  payable  in  bonds.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  a  discrimination  must  be  made  in  the  application 
of  funds  from  the  different  sources  of  revenue,  of  which  you  will  take 
notice. 

Under  the  act  of  congress  authorizing  me  to  accept  produce  in  exchange 
for  bonds,  (of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,)  I  have  procured  a  considerable 
amount,  which  is  stored  on  plantations  or  in  warehouses.  I  send  you  a 
Qopy  of  one  of  the  certificates  taken  for  the  cotton.  These  certificates 
it  is  proposed  to  offer  for  sale  in  Europe.  They  would  give  to  the  pur- 
chaser an  absolute  right  to  the  particular  lot  of  cotton,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  shipping  the  same,  and  may  be  preferred  by  some  purchasers. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  request  your  co-operation  in  these  various 
plans,  and  any  suggestions  which  your  experience  and  observation  may 
deem  proper. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  G.  MEMMmGEE, 

Secretary  of  tli§  Treasury, 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  Confederate  States^  London. 


1^0.4. 


AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  bonds  for  articles  in  kind,  and  the  shipment, 

sale,  oi;  hypothecation  of  such  articles. 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacty 
That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
exchange  the  bonds  or  stocks  of  the  Confederate  States  for  any  articles 
in  kind  which  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  government,  the  said 
articles  to  be  valued  according  to  such  regulations  as  the  said  secretary 
shall  make. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissary  and  quartermaster  gen- 
erals to  direct  their  various  officers  to  receive,  at  the  place  of  purchase, 
all  such  articles  purchased  as  are  applicable  to  their  several  departments, 
and  to  apply  the  same  in  the  same  manner  as  if  purchased  directly  by 
themselves;  and  the  officer  to  whom  each  article  is  delivered  shall  be 
charged  with  the  value  as  declared  by  the  purchase,  and  shall  be  bound 
to  account  for  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  The  said  secretary  is  also  authorized  to  accept,  for  the  use  of 
the  governmeiit,  in  exchange  for  the  said  bonds  or  stock,  cotton,  tobacco, 
and  other  agricultural  products  in  kind,  which  have  been  subscribed  to 
the  produce  loan,  or  which  may  be  subscribed  in  kind,  at  such  rates  as 
may  be  adjusted  between  the  parties  and  the  agents  of  the  government: 
Provided,  That  in  no  event  shall  he  receive  of  cotton  or  tobacco  a  greater 
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value  than  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars;  and  the  said  secretary  is  far- 
ther authorized  to  deposit  the  same  at  such  places  as  he  shall  deem 
proper,  and  to  procure  advances  thereon  by  hypothecation,  or  to  ship 
the  same  abroad,  or  to  sell  the  same  at  home  or  abroad,  as  he  may  deem 
best;  and  to  assist  these  operations  the  said  secretary  may  issue  produce 
certificates,  which  shall  entitle  the  party  to  whom  issued,  or  his  indorsee, 
to  receive  the  produce  th(?rein  set  forth,  and  to  ship  the  same  to  any  neu- 
tral port  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Sec.  4.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint 
and  dismiss  such  a|?ents  as  he  may  deem  requisite  to  carry  into  eftect 
the  provisions  of  tliis  act.  Their  compensation  shall  be  a  brokerage 
upon  the  business  completed  by  them  at  such  rates  as  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  shall  adjust  by  general  regulation. 

Sec.  6.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  may,  from  time  to  time,  issue 
regulations  for  carrying  out  all  the  details  involved  in  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  which  shall  be  obligatory  upon  all  parties  concerned  therein. 

Approved  April  21, 1862. 


Ko.  6. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

$1,000  BOND. 

Cotton  certificate.  No. . 

This  is  to  certify  that ,  of ,  is  the  proprietor  of  twenty 

bales  of  cotton  of  10,000  pounds  weight,  fating  New  Orleans  middling 
at  five  pence  sterling,  which  shall  be  delivered  by  the  government  of  the 

Confederate  States  of  America  to ,  or  order,  at  the  port  of 

Charleston  or  Savannah,  subject  only  to  charges  for  compressing,  putting 
on  board  ship,  and  existing  government  dues,  the  latter  not  exceeding 
one-eighth  of  one  cent  per  pound. 

The  cotton  will  be  delivered  as  soon  as  demanded  by  the  holder  of  this 
certificate,  upon  the  government  receiving  thirty  days'  notice  of  such 
demand.  The  demand  must  be  made  within  the  six  months  after  the 
declaration  of  peace  between  the  present  belligerents  in  America;  in 
default  of  a  demand  within  that  period,  this  certificate  may  be  discharged 
by  payment  of  one  thousand  dollars,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum  from  the  date  of  issue  indorsed  hereon. 

Tliis  certificate  will  confer  no  right  until  verified  and  indorsed  by  the 
commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  in  Great  Britain. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  register  of  the  treasury  hath  hereunto  affixed 
his  name  and  the  seal  of  the  treasury  department,  at  Eichmond,  this 
first  day  of  November,  1862. 

,  Register  of  Treasury. 
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1^0.  6. 
Copy  of  ^'jyroduce  certificated 

4 

[Here  enter  the  weight  of  the  bales  only,  and  their  marks.] 
Forty-two  bales  good  ordinary  cotton,  marked,  C.  8.  A.,  and  fifteen 
bales  middUng  cotton,  of  same  mark. 


Good  ordinary. 

MiddUng. 

State  of  Mississippi, 

PoundSu 

Founds, 

Pounds, 

County  of  Madison, 

461 

463 

455 

[Town,  or  post  office,  Canton.] 

437 

515 

515 

442 

488 

500 

The  undersigned  having  sold  to  the  Con- 

462 

458 

488 

federate  States  of  America,  and  received  the 

428 

490 

461 

value  of  same  In  bonds,  the  receipt  whereof 

505 

479 

490 

is  hereby  acknowledged,  57  bales  of  cotton. 

388 

458 

422 

marked,  numbered,  and  classed  as  in  tlie  mar- 

508 

460 

448 

gin,  which  are  now  deposited  at  his  plantation 

451 

442 

451 

in  said  county,  hereby  ai^rees  to  take  due  care 
of  said  cotton  while  on  his  plantation,  and  to 

443 

42:) 

4.58 

438 

4(;7 

450 

deliver  the  same,  at  his  own  ea!i)en8e,  at  Can- 

457 

468 

465 

ton,  on  the  N.  0.,  I.  &  G.  N.  railroad,  in  the 

476 

478 

451 

State  of  Mississippi,  to  the  order  of  the  secre- 

443 

461 

483 

tary  of  the  treasury,  or  his  agents,  or  their 

440 

437 

461 

assigns. 

495 

432 

THOS.  G.  SMITH. 

466 

466 

433 

453 

454 

453 

453 

9,685 

458 

9,538 

9,538 

19,223 

6,995 

57  bales.  A 

SCTeffate  wei 

• 

ight,  26,218, 

at  8f ,  $2,294 

07. 

Canton,  August  6, 1862. 

The  undersigned,  as  agent  of  the  government,  certifies  that  the  within 
cotton  has  been  examined  by  him,  and  that  its  character  will  rank  accord- 
ing to  the  commercial  scale  as  middling  and  good  ordinary,  and  also  that 
the  weights  and  niarks  are  as  described — the  cotton  being  in  good  mer- 
chantable order  and  safely  stored  in  a  covered  building. 

The  undersigned  certifies  that  the  price  agreed  upon  is  a  fair  market 
price  at  the  present  time. 

WILL.  G.  BAILEY. 

CONPEDEBATE  STATES  OP  AMERICA, 

Treasury  Department^ ^  186-. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  within  and  above  described  cotton  has  been 

sold  to ,  and  delivery  is  hereby  ordered  to  be  made  to  him 

or  his  order,  with  license  to  exjiort  the  same  from  the  Confederate  States 
to  any  neutral  port,  on  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  the  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  treasury  department  on  the 
year  and  day  above  mentioned. 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Mr.  Memmiiiger  to  Mr.  Mason. 

No.  7. 

Teeasuby  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  October  25,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  lett-er  of  1st  August,  inclosiug  triplicate  of  yours  of 
the  22d  April  last,  is  just  received.  That  of  22d  April  is  now  for  the 
first  time  received,  and  this  fact  will  excuse  the  seeming  neglect  to  Mr. 
James  Smith,  of  Glasgow,  in  returning  him  a  bond  for  his  investment  of 
£100.  The  sterling  is  now  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  pre- 
mium, which  makes  the  bill  for  £100  worth  in  dollars,  $1,100;  for  which 
sum  a  certificate  of  government  stock  has  been  issued  in  favor  of  Mr. 
James  Smith,  and  will  be  retained  in  this  department,  subject  to  his 
order,  and  a  bill  drawn  for  the  £100. 

Your  letter  of  the  1st  August  also  advises  of  the  desire  of  Mr.  James 
Brown,  of  Edinburg,  to  contribute  twenty-five  pounds  sterling.  I  have 
made  the  same  arrangement  for  this  amount,  and  have  direct«ed  a  cer- 
tificate of  stock  to  be  issued  in  his  name  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, as  we  cannot  issue  for  fractions  of  less  than  fifty  dollars.  This 
certificate  will  be  retained,  subject  to  his  order,  and  a  bUl  drawn  for  the 
£25. 

Eespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMII^GEE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  Confederate  States^  London. 


Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Mason. 

No.  8. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
yavy  Department,  Richmond,  October  2^,  1862. 

^  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo  reached  me  a  few  days  ago.  With- 
out your  advice  and  effectual  assistance  the  enterprise  for  which  Lieu- 
tenant Sinclair  has  been  selected  must  have  been  indefinitely  deferred, 
and  you  have  my  cordial  tbanks  for  your  action  therein.  Your  stipula- 
tions in  behalf  of  this  department  are  fully  indorsed,  and  will  be  promptly 
fulfilled. 

The  treasury  has  under  consideration  your  suggestions  as  to  cotton 
bonds,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  will  advise  you  of  the  modifications  of  the  form 
transmitted  by  you  which  Mr.  Memminger  deems  necessary. 

The  speedy  completion  and  departure  of  Mr.  Sinclair's  work  I  regard 
of  so  much  importance  that  I  must  invoke  your  further  aid,  should  he 
require  it,  to  enable  him  to  raise  ftmds  for  the  purpose  of  wliich  I  have 
ad\'ised  him,  and  the  repetition  of  which  here  I  deem  inexpedient 

The  courier  who  brought  your  dispatches  found  a  means  of  communi- 
cation whose  safety  justifies  their  further  use,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  will 
probably  advise  you  thereof.  The  completion  of  the  contract  of  this 
gentleman  will  place  a  peculiar  class  of  ships,  never  before  constructed, 
upon  the  sea  in  our  service;  and  I  shall  regret  if  the  treasury  depart- 
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meut  shall  fail  to  make  sach  arrangement  as  will  enable  Mm  to  accom- 
plish this  important  enterprise. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 
Commissioner^  &c.^  No.  64  Devonshire  street^  Portland  Place^  London. 

[It  seems  that  previous  to  the  departure  of  Mr.  George  N.  Sanders  for 
Europe  certain  legislation  of  the  confederate  congress,  which  had  been 
proposed  in  the  matter  of  contracting  for  the  construction  of  iron-clad 
ships  in  Europe,  encountered  the  opposition  of  that  gentleman.  The 
following  memorandum  from  him  on  this  subject  is  found  among  the 
intercepted  papers.  Addressed  to  "Eeid  Sanders,"  it  was  probably 
l)laced  by  the  latter  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Memmiuger  or  Mr.  Mallory, 
respectively  the  secretaries  of  the  confederate  treasury  and  navy.] 

1^0.9. 

EiCHMOND,  Augmt  25,  1862. 

Any  legislation  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  iron-clad  steamers 
until  time  is  given  me  to  get  mine  under  way  will  be  very  unjust.  My 
detention  here  was  necessary  to  the  perfection  of  the  contracts,  which 
took  much  time  and  reflection.  The  final  instructions  of  the  navy  depart- 
ment have  been  issued  but  a  few  days.  Bunglers  entering  the  European 
market  might  endanger  the  entire  scheme.  Great  skill  and  diplomacy 
must  be  exercised  to  avoid  the  interference  of  European  governments. 

Ko  one  is  entitled  to  my  suggestions  until  fuU  time  is  given  me  to 
carry  them  out. 

GEOEGE  N.  SAOT)EES. 

Eeid  Sanders. 

[To  this  is  added  by  Sanders  the  following  list  of  names,  consisting  of  • 
persons  connected  with  the  confederate  administration  and  congress. 
Several  of  the  names,  it  will  be  seen,  have  a  cross  prefixed  to  them,  inti- 
mating probably  that  they  already  favored  his  views,  or  needed  to  be 
still  further  approached  on  the  subject.  This  supposition  is,  however, 
purely  conjectural.  The  list  is  as  follows,  in  G.  N.  Sanders's  handwrit- 
ing:] 

President  Davis,  Secretary  Mallory, 

Vice-President  Stephens,  P.  M.  G.  Eeagan, 

tSimms,  t  Breckinridge,  Boyce, 

Burnett,  t  Conrad,  tGamett, 

Hunter,  Elliot,  Miles, 

Henry,  t  Eead,  Wrignt,  of  Tenn., 

t  Brown,  of  Miss.,  Matcnen,  Haskins, 

tOrr,  Bruce,  Lyons, 

Johnson,  Cooke,  tFoote, 

Wigfall,  tBocock,  tPugh. 

t  Clarke, 

[The  following  unsigned  letter  is  also  found  among  the  captured 
papers:! 

Ko.  19. 

Sm:  As  I  contemplate  leaving  here  without  loss  of  time  for  Europe, 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  important  and  valuable  service  to  the  con- 
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federacy,  I  deem  it  proper  to  recommend  to  you  the  necessity  of  my  hav- 
ing the  co-operation  of  Commodore  Forrest  in  the  plans  which  have 
been  suggested  to  you.  He  is  an  oflBcer  of  experience,  and  well  qualified 
to  lend  important  assistance  which  may  result  in  the  complete  realization 
of  my  hopes  and  expectations ;  indeed^  if  Commander  Sinclair  could  also 
accompany  me,  or  be  sent  out  to  give  his  attention  to  matters  connectexl 
with  the  plans  I  have  in  contemplation,  I  am  satisfied  that  with  the  pro- 
fessional knowledge  of  these  gentlemen  we  cannot  fail  to  subserve  our 
interests  and  render  high  and  important  service  to  our  cause,  both  in 
superintending  and  constructing  the  vessels  built  to  cut  up  the  enemy's 
commerce. 

I  have  the  honor. 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallort, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[The  following  memorandum  appears  to  be  in  the  same  handwriting 
with  the  above  letter,  though  much  disguised  or  very  carelessly  written :] 

Ifo.  11. 

Gabreath  &  Co.,  of  Scotland,  and  W.  S.  Lindsay  &  Co.,  of  London, 
are  the  houses  with  whom  I  bad  the  negotiation  about  the  steamers.  I 
request  Captain  Sinclair,  of  the  confederate  navy,  to  make  all  preliminary 
arrangement  for  the  contract  by  my  return.  See  him  first:  he  will  meet 
you  in  London. 

George  Thompson  &  Co.,  Glasgow,  will  make  proposals  for  the  con- 
struction of  at  least  one  steamer.  They  have  the  drawing  and  estimates 
complete. 

Lindsay  &  Co.  will  negotiate  the  naval  store  bonds. 

B.  Rice  &  Co.  may  undertake  enough  to  load  one  vessel  (ITova  Scotia) 
with  shoes  and  clothing  under  the  Xorth  Carolina  contract.  Turpentine 
one  hundred  should  bring  per  gallon  $2;  rosin  should  bring  $5  $4  bring 


No.  12. 

0.  S.  Navy  Department, 

Eichmand,  October  27, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  copy  of  the  secret 
joint  resolution  of  congress,  which  was  sent  you  on  Saturday,  and  to  so 
much  of  my  recommendation  to  congress  upon  the  subject  of  the  act  as 
shows  the  basis  upon  which  it  was  passed,  copy  of  which  was  also  sent 
you  on  Saturday. 

Under  this  authority,  contracts  have  been  made  with  Mr.  George  N. 
Sanders  by  this  department  for  six  ships,  to  be  paid  for  in  cotton,  a  copy 
of  which  contract  is  herewith  inclosed. 

Mr.  Sanders  informs  me  that  if  the  government  will  fix  the  price  of 
the  cotton  to  be  delivered,. he  can  execute  his  contract,  and  not  other- 
wise; and  deeming  the  ships  important  to  the  public  interest,  I  suggest 
for  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  stating  the  price,  and  of  pursu- 
ing, with  reference  to  payment  in  cotton  for  these  ships,  the  course  you 
have  adopted  with  regard  to  the  cotton  bonds. 
I  am,  respectfu^y,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  R.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  C.  G.  MEMMiNaER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Mallory. 

No.  13. 

Confederate  States  of  Ajvierica, 
Treasury  Department,  Richmond,  October  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  approve  the  suggestion  made  by  you  of  making  your  contract 
ibr  building  iron-clad  vessels  in  Europe  conform  to  the  arrangements  of 
the  cotton  certificates  sent.to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason.  I  inclose  a  form  of 
each  of  these  certificates.  Upon  the  meeting  of  congress  an  appropria- 
tion must  be  made  to  meet  your  contracts,  and  the  terms  can  then  be 
altered  so  as  to  conform  the  mode  of  payment  to  the  cotton  certificates, 
fixing  a  price  for  the  cotton,  and  providing  for  the  delivery  at  any  port 
upon  adding  the  charges  of  transportation.  The  only  limit  to  these 
combined  operations  will  be  the  quantity  of  cotton  which  the  govern- 
ment can  purchase,  which  I  hope  will  be  found  ample. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMTN^GEE, 

Secretary  of  tJie  Treasury, 

[The  "  cotton  certificates"  inclosed  in  the  foregoing  letter  are  the  same 
as  those  printed  above.] 

Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Mason. 

No.  14. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department,  Richmond,  October  30, 1862. 

Sir:  Mr.  Zanders  has,  as  you  are  aware,  contracted  with  this  depart- 
ment for  the  construction  in  England  of  six  iron-clad  steamers,  combin- 
ing the  capacities  of  tlie  freighting  and  the  fighting  ships  in  a  manner 
which  will  enable  them  to  force  the  blockade  of  our  ports. 

The  interests  of  the  country  will  be  much  benefited  by  the  prompt 
construction  of  these  vessels;  and  I  beg  leave  to  invoke  your  interest, 
not  only  in  behalf  of  our  enterprises  already  in  progress,  but  in  behalf 
of  this  also. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  this  day  addressed  to  me  a  note  upon 
the  subject  of  the  cotton  to  be  delivered  in  liquidation  of  these  contracts, 
and  1  inclose  herewith  a  copy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Great  Britain,  London. 


No.  15. 

Treasury  DEPARTUOiNT,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  October  21, 1862. 

Gentlemen:  The  inclosed  letter  to  Mr.  James  Spence  is  sent  to  you 
for  your  guidance  and  consideration. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  G.  MEMIVIEJ^GER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury* 
Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 

Liverpool,  Great  Britain. 
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Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Spence. 

Ko.  16. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Treasury  Departtiwntj  Bichmandj  October  21, 1862. 

Sir:  As  you  have  been  appointed  financial  agent  for  the  Confederate 
States,  and  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co..  are  its  depositaries  under 
our  law,  I  desire  that  you  would  confer  together  on  the  matter  submitted 
by  this  letter. 

I  have  on  hand  gold  and  silver  coin,  (chiefly  the  former,)  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  which  I  desire  to  apply  in  payment  of  articles  purchased 
in  England  by  our  agents  for  the  use  of  the  confederate  government. 
We  find  it  impossible  to  purchase  a  sufficient  amount  of  exchange  for 
these  purposes,  and  the  small  amount  to  be  had  is  at  such  high  ratea 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  furnish  a  substitute.  I  propose,  therefore, 
to  make  payment  for  purchases  by  a  transfer  to  the  creditor  of  so  much 
of  this  coin  as  may  be  requisite.  I  presume  that  when  the  coin  thus 
becomes  bona  fide  the  property  of  a  British  subject,  that  the  British  gov- 
emmeut  would^  at  his  instance,  permit  any  of  its  vessels  to  bring  over 
the  same  for  him.  If  this  expectation  be  realized,  the  coin  here  would 
be  as  valuable  as  exchange,  and  in  England  would  probably  realize  its 
mint  value,  less  freight  and  insurance. 

To  enable  you  to  carry  out  any  arrangement  you  may  deem  advisable, 
Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  are  authorized  to  make  an  absolute 
transfer  of  the  coin,  or  to  draw  biUs  for  the  same  on  E.  C.  Elmore,  esq., 
treasury,  payable  here,  and  a  copy  of  this  letter  is  sent  to  each  of  you 
that  you  may  act  in  concert,  and  give  us  the  benefit  of  'your  united 
counsel. 

I  am  remitting,  by  opportunities  as  they  occur,  the  bonds  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  the  proceeds  of  which,  when  sold,  are  intended  to  be 
applied  to  the  contracts,  of  which  you  have  been  advised. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

James  Spence,  Esq., 

Liverpoply  Oreat  Britain. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Messrs.  Fraser ^  Trenliolm  &  Co. 

No.  17. 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  October  24,  1862. 

Dear  Sirs  :  Your  letter  of  July  21  is  just  received,  advising  sales  i)er 
"Economist,"  and  balances  to  the  credit  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
£7,121 19«.  lid,  and  £322  8«.  M.  AU  these  credits,  with  aU  other  remit- 
tances from  this  department,  you  will  place  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  Confederate  States,  subject  to  his  draft.  The  course  of  business 
at  the  ti*easury  is  to  draw  on  the  depositaries  in  favor  of  third  parties. 
When  these  parties  are  creditors,  the  payment  to  them  being  vouched, 
ends  the  matter.  When  the  third  party  is  merely  a  disbursing  officer  of 
the  government,  the  eflfect  of  the  treasurer's  draft  on  the  depositary  is 
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to  transfer  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  disbursing  officer,  on  which 
he  may  check  at  pleasure,  he  having  to  account  at  the  treasury  for  the 
whole  amount. 

So,  too,  when  bills  of  exchange,  or  any  other  remittances,  are  for- 
warded to  you  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  or  of  war,  they  are  not  to  be 
credited  to  the  treasurer,  but  to  the  officers  directed  by  such  secretaries, 
and  your  account  must  be  rendered  to  them  and  not  to  this  department. 

At  the  suggestion  of  our  minister  to  England,  I  propose  to  issue  cot- 
ton certificates,  of  which  I  send  you  a  specimen.  When  countersigned 
by  him,  he  will  deliver  them  to  you  to  receive  the  money  to  be  paid  for 
them.  You  will  take  care  that  the  date  in  the  indorsement  corresponds 
with  the  date  of  receiving  the  money.  The  proceeds  will  be  deposited 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  and  it  is  important  that  I  should  be  advised 
of  any  sales  as  i)romptly  as  possible.  ^ 

In  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  £60,000,  mentioned  in  your  letter  of 
July  21,  to  Captain  Caleb  Huse,  I  am  unable  to  speak  definitely  until 
I  can  get  sundry  details,  of  which  I  will  advise  you  in  another  letter. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 

ISecretary  of  tlie  Treasury, 

Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 

Liverpool^  Great  Britain. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Messrs.  Fraser^  Trenholm  <fe  Co. 

Ko.  18. 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  October  28, 1862. 

Drar  Sirs:  You  will  please  extend  a  credit  to  Major  J.  B.  Ferguson 
to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  give  him  any  assist- 
ance in  your  power  to  make  his  purchases  for  the  Confederate  States. 
I  have  already  informed  you  and  Mr.  Spence  that  I  have  on  hand  two 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  in  <5oin,  upon  which  drafts  can  be  made,  or 
which  you  are  authorized  to  transfer  to  any  parties  who  may  furnish  the 
means  to  make  our  purchases.  This  fund,  or  any  amounts  which  may 
be  realized  upon  our  bonds,  will,  I  trust,  enable  you  to  meet  the  credit 
herein  extended  to  Major  Ferguson,  in  addition  to  that  heretofore  given. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMINGEE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 

Liverpool^  Great  Britain, 


Mr.  St.  John  to  Mr.  Smith. 

No.  19. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department,  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau, 

Richmond^  October  28, 1862. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  will  receive  from  you  shipments  of  niter,  to  be  delivered  within 
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the  limits  of  said  Confederate  States,  and  not  to  exceed  one  thousand 
tons,  upon  the  following  terms  and  rates  of  payment: 

Ist.  For  niter  delivered  at  any  confederate  port  east  of  the  Mississippi 
Eiver,  seventy-five  (75)  cents  per  poand,  of  ninety  per  cent,  purity,  if 
delivered  on  or  before  March  1,  1863. 

2d.  For  niter  delivered  as  above,  but  after  March  1, 1863,  sixty  centa 
per  pound,  of  ninety  per  cent,  purity. 

3d.  For  all  niter  delivered  as  above,  at  confederate  ports  between  the 
Mississippi  and  Rio  Grande  Rivers,  fifty  cents  per  pound,  of  ninety  per 
cent,  purity. 

It  is  to  be  distinctly  understood,  in  connection  with  the  above  stipula- 
tion, that  all  payments  thus  due  are  to  be  made  and  received  in  the 
treasury  notes  of  the  Confederate  Stiites,  or,  if  preferred,  in  their  bonds; 
and  that  the  inspection  of  a  duly  accredited  officer  from  this  bureau 
shall  be  final  as  tx)  the  quality  of  the  niter  received,  and  that  inferior 
qualities,  under  ninety  per  cent,  puilty,  shall  be  paid  for  at  a  pro  rata 
valuation. 

J.  M.  ST.  JOHN, 
Major  and  Sup.  C.  S,  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau, 

Approved: 

J.  GORGAS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

Mr.  Wm.  K.  Smith,  London^  England. 

"    [With  the  above  letter  were  inclosed  clippings  from  the  Richmond 
papers  relating  to  the  war.] 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  8, 1863,  p.  13.] 

No.  2. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  February  12, 1863. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
9th  instant,  calling  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  an 
interrupted  correspondence,  of  which  you  inclose  printed  copies,  emanat- 
ing from  high  officers  of  the  so-called  confederate  authorities  at  Rich- 
mond. 

I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

TSo.  505.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  9, 1863. 

Sir  :  The  recent  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Jacob  Bell,  with  her 
cargo,  valued  at  one  and  a  half  million,  by  the  piratical  steam  vessel  the 
Florida,  fitted  out  and  dispatched  from  Liverpool,  is  regarded  by  the 
merchants  in  our  seaports  as  indicating  nothing  less  than  a  destruction 
of  our  national  navigating  interest,  unless  that  calamity  can  be  pre- 
vented by  either  the  enforcement  of  the  neutrality  law  of  Great  Britain, 
or  the  employment  of  an  adequate  force  under  commissions  of  marque 
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and  reprisal.  Congress  has  conferred  upon  the  President  ample  power 
for  the  execution  of  the  latter  measure,  and  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  it  are  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  proper  departments.  It  is 
not  without  great  reluctance  that  the  President  is  coming  to  the  adop- 
tion of  that  policy.  But  the  preservation  of  the  national  life  is  a  su- 
preme necessity ;  and  if  there  shall  be  no  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  things  to  which  I  have  adverted,  the  voice  of  the  nation  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  last  resort  of  maritime  war  is  likely  to  become  unanimous  and 
exacting.  The  President  thinks  the  emergency  sufficiently  grave  to  jus- 
tify me  in  asking  you  to  seek,  with  a«  little  delay  as  may  be  convenient, 
an  interview  with  Earl  Eussell,  in  which  j'ou  will  confidentially  make 
known  to  him  the  exact  condition  of  alfairs  in  the  respect  mentioned, 
and  submit  for  his  lordship's  consideration  the  inquiry  whether  her 
Majesty's  government  cannot  think  it  proper  and  j^ossible  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  some  means  to  prevent  efiectuall^'  the  further  armament, 
equipment,  and  dispatch  of  hostile  vessels  from  British  ports  for  the 
destruction  of  American  commerce.  The  argument,  as  it  is  put  in  Anier- 
i(!au  commercial  circles,  is,  that  war  is  carried  on  against  the  United 
States  by  forces  levied  and  dispatched  from  the  British  islands,  while 
the  United  States  are  at  peace  with  Great  Britain.  Though  we  may 
regard  this  statement  of  the  case  as  extravagant,  if  not  altogether  erro- 
neous, it  cannot  be  concealed  that  it  has  sufficient  appearance  of  truth 
on  this  side  of  the  ocean  to  render  it  necessary  to  protect  our  commerce 
by  employing  every  possible  means  of  defense.  It  is  hardly  neeessiiry 
to  say  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  means,  in  adopting  this 
course,  anything  else  rather  than  a,  demonstration  upon  the  sentiment 
or  sensibilities  of  Great  Britain.  It  seeks  only,  in  a  calm  and  confiden- 
tial though  earnest  manner,  to  prevent  an  alienation  between  the  two 
countries,  which  must  be  deeply  disastrous  to  both,  while  it  would  grieve 
and  afflict  the  friends  of  constitutional  government,  of  freedom  and  hu- 
.  manity,  throughout  the  world.  We  have  thought  that  we  were  securing 
a  more  considerate  view  of  our  rights  in  the  councils  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment with  the  consent  of  the  British  nation.  We  are  therel'ore  more 
earnestly  and  sincerely  than  ever  before  desirous  to  avoid  new  embar- 
rassments with  Great  Britain.  Her  Majesty's  government  will  do  us 
great  injustice  if  they  do  not  understand  us  as  speaking  solely  under 
the  influence  of  these  just  and  generous  sentiments. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghables  Fbakois  Adams,  Esq.,  (£o.,  dtcy  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  349.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londouy  March  13,  18G3. 

Sir  :  The  law  officers  of  the  crown  having  consumed  some  weeks  in 
meditating  on  my  several  notes  to  Lord  Russell,  of  the  9tli,  tlie  16th, 
and  the  19th  of  February,  copies  of  which  were  submitted  to  you  in  my 
respective  dispatches,  Nos.  322,  331,  and  333,  appear  'to  have  relapsed 
into  their  old  theory  of  want  of  power  to  do  anything  at  all  to  protect 
a  friendly  nation  from  the  hostilities  of  British  subjects  who  knowingly 
violate  the  injunctions  of  the  Queen's  proclaqaation. 

I  now  have  the  honor  t^  transmit  copies  of  notes  from  Lord  Russell, 
all  dated  the  9th  instant,  respectively,  in  answer  to  mine  already  men- 
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tioned.    I  mention  them  all  in  one  letter,  because  they  diflfer  only  in  re- 
lation to  the  details,  and  all  equally  rest  on  the  practical  abnegation  of 
will  as  well  as  of  power  to  perform  obvious  international  obligations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Lord  Ru89ell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  9, 1863. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  ftiUy  considered,  in 
communication  with  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  the  copies  of  inter- 
cepted correspondence  inclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  ultimo,  and 
which  you  represent  as  showing  "a  deliberate  attempt  to  establish 
within  the  limits  of  this  kingdom  a  system  of  action  in  direct  hostility 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States ;  this  plan  embracing  not  only 
the  building  and  fitting  out  of  several  ships  of  war  under  the  direction 
of  agents  especially  commissioned  for  the  purpose,  but  the  preparation 
of  a  series  of  measures,  under  the  same  auspices,  for  the  obtaining  from 
her  Majesty's  subjects  '  the  pecuniary  means  essential'  to  the  execution 
of  these  hostile  projects." 

I  have  now  to  state  to  you  that  this  correspondence  does  not  appear 
to  her  Majesty's  government  to  contain  any  sufficient  evidence  of  "  a 
system  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  the  United  States"  on  the  part  of 
any  of  her  Majesty's  subjects. 

It  goes  merely  to  show  that  agents  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States, 
resident  in  this  country,  have  received  instructions  from  their  own  gov- 
ernment to  endeavor  to  raise  money  on  securities  of  that  goveniment  in 
England,  and  to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  munitions  of 
war,  and  for  the  building  of  iron-clad  vessels;  but  there  is  no  proof  in' 
these  papers  that  the  agents  referred  to  have  as  yet  brought  themselves 
within  the  reach  of  any  criminal  law  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  for,  even 
8upi)osing  that  they  have  acted  on  their  instructions,  it  is  not  contrary 
to  law  for  her  Majesty's  subjects  to  lend  mone^^,  on  securities  or  other- 
wise, to  "the  persons  administering  the  government  of  the  Coniederate 
States,"  nor  to  sell  to  that  governinent  ordinary  munitions  of  war. 

With  respect  to  the  building  of  iron-clad  steamers  for  either  belliger- 
ent government,  although  this  is  clearly  prohibited  by  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  find  in  this  correspondence 
sufficient  information  that  anything  of  that  kind  has  actually  been  done 
within  this  country  which  could  form  matter  for  a  criminal  prosecution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  (fcc,  &c. 

[For  the  other  inolosures  see  "Rebel  Cruisers,"  subdivisions  "The 
Sumter"  and  "  The  Alabama,"  post] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  352.]  LsaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  19, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  transniit  copies  of  two  notes  which  I  had 
addressed  to  Lord  Eussell,  in  reply  to  two  of  his,  dated  on  the  9th, 
copies  of  which  were  sent  to  you  last  week. 

You  may  judge  from  the  tone  of  them  what  the  prospect  is  of  success 
in  pursuing  any  line  of  conduct  like  that  marked  out  in  your  No.  493  of 
the  2d  instant.  It  will  be  perceived  that  in  one  of  them  I  have  declared 
my  intention  in  future  to  initiate  no  arguments  in  support  of  any  farther 
representation  I  may  be  called  upon  to  make.  I  have  felt  it  necessary 
to  adopt  this  course,  in  order  not  to  run  the  risk  of  being  precipitated  by 
the  force  of  the  argument  beyond  the  line  which  the  government  might 
think  it  prudent  to  preserve.  Feeling  sensibly  the  growth  of  tiie  diffi- 
culty of  keeping  on  good  terms  with  a  ministry  which,  against  all  our 
most  just  remonstrances,  intrenches  itself  as  firmly  in  the  doctrine  of 
non  po8Hum2i8  as  the  Pope  of  Eome  has  ever  done  towards  France  and 
Italy.  .  . 

I  shall  proceed  hereafter  only  upon  the  instructions  which  shall  be 
forwarded  to  me  from  your  department. 

The  position  which  his  lordship  has  taken  in  regard  to  the  invitation 
of  a  loan  for  the  rebels  appears  to  be  directly  in  contravention  of  the 
law  heretofore  laid  down  in  the  British  courts.  Encouraged  by  the  tone 
of  the  press,  this  loan  has  been  announced  in  the  markets  of  France  and 
this  country.  Of  its  success  there  appears  to  be  much  doubt.  But  if 
successful,  so  far  a«  I  see,  it  liberates  the  government  of  the  United 
States  from  all  further  obligations  to  fiiciiitate  the  exportation  of  cotton. 
And  if  the  statement  be  true  that  the  rebel  authorities  have  prohibited 
the  transfer  of  cotton  to  any  parties  but  themselves,  it  appears  to  justify 
the  seizure  and  condemuatioI^of  it  wherever  it  may  be  found.  For  vir- 
tually this  makes  all  the  cotton  remaining  under  the  rebel  control 
security  for  money  furnished  to  them  in  order  to  carry  on  the  war. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretdry  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  14, 1863. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship-H  note  of  the  9th  instant,  in  response  to  mine  of  the  9th  ultimo, 
which  laid  before  you  copies  of  intercepted  correspondence,  "  going,"  as 
I  alleged,  '^  to  show  a  deliberate  attempt  to  establish  within  the  limits 
of  this  kingdom  a  system  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States."  Your  lordship  observes  that  this  correspondence 
does  not  appear  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  contain  any  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  allegation. 

1  beg  leave  only  to  suggest  that  if  a  direct  appointment  of  an  agent 
to  establish  himself  in  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  making  con- 
tracts for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  six  iron-clad  steamers,  to 
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be  nsed  in  warring  upon  tlie  United  States;  if  the  direct  nomination  of 
a  British  subject  to  act  as  resident  agent  for  the  raising  of  money  to  be 
used  in  payment  of  all  this  warlike  outfit,  and  if  the  proposed  establish- 
ment of  naVal  officers  in  Great  Britain  for  the  purjwse  of  superintending 
and  constructing  the  vessels  built  to  cut  up  thecx)mmerceof  tlie  United 
States,  do  not  show  *'a  deliberate  attempt  to  establish  within  the  limits 
of  this  kingdom  a  syst-em  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,"  then  must  I  despair  of  ever  being  able  to  convince 
your  lordship  of  the  possibility  of  any  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  her 
Majesty's  territory  short,  of  a  direct  attack  upon  a  vessel  of  the  United 
States  within  the  limits  of  her  jurisdiction. 

It  is  not  without  profound  regret  that  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  your  lordship's  note  for  the  consideration  of  my 
government.  I  need  not  say  that  the  conviction  is  very  general  in  the 
United  States  that  the.war  has  been  continued  and  sustained  by  the 
insurgents  for  many  months  past  mainly  by  the  co-operation  and  assist- 
ance obtained  from  British  subjects  in  her  Majesty's  kingdom  and  its 
dependencies.  That  this  impression  has  not  been  founded  upon  limited 
evidence,  1  think  I  may  affirm  on  the  strength  of  the  many  papers  which 
I  have  heretofore  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  considera- 
tion. Having  thus  far  found  her  Majesty's  government  unfortunately 
confessing  itself  without  power  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  inter])ose 
effective  obstacles  to  the  prosecution  of  this  syst4»m  of  warfare,  notori- 
ously established  in  some  of  the  ports  of  the  kingdom,  I  shidl  abstain 
for  the  future  from  adding,  through  the  failure  of  repivsentations  on  my 
part,  to  the  irritation  which  this  state  of  things  is  very  naturally  aggra- 
vating among  my  countrymen. 

Should  my  government  furnish  me  with  instructions  to  renew  the 
subject,  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  lay  them  before  your  lordship  at 
the  eai'liest  moment. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  <fec.,  cfec,  <fcc. 

[For  other  inclosure  see  "  Rebel  Cruisers,"  subdivision  "  The  Sumter."] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  356.]  Legation  of/  the  United  States, 

London.  March  27, 1863. 

ft 

Sir  :  I  am  now  to  report  the  result  of  my  conference  with  Lord  Rus- 
sell at  3  o'clock  yesterday. 

I  began  by  expressing^  my  regret  that  circumstances  seemed  to  be 
once  more  conspiring  to  embaiTass  the  friendly  relations  between  the 
two  governments.  It  has  been  my  constant  effort  ever  since  I  came,  so 
far  as  I  could,  to  deleat  the  machinations  of  those  ill-disposed  jieople 
whose  object  had  been  from  the  tirst  to  sow  strife.  But  late  eveuts  led 
me  to  fear  that  at  last  they  might  gain  their  point.  Of  the  nature  of 
the  present  danger  I  did  not  know  that  I  could  give  his  lordship  a  bet- 
ter idea  than  by  laying  before  him  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  had  been 
transmitted  to  me  by  one  of  many  active  friends  of  peace  in  this  country 
as  having  been  lately  received  by  him  from  a  responsible  person  in  Lon- 
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don.  This  would  serve  to  show  the  nature  of  the  means  upon  which 
thene  desperate  rebel  conspirators  counted  to  inflame  animosities 
between  us. 

I  then  rend  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you  with  this  dispatch. 
It  was  received  by  nie  from  Mr.  Potter,  the  ]>resi<lent  of  the  Union  and 
Emancipation  Society,  who  writes  me  that  he  had  had  no  acquaintance 
witli  the  author,  but  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of 
character. 

Tlie  object  of  askiu«^  the  interview  I  then  explained  to  be  an  earnest 
desire  to  obtain  the  active  co-operation  of  her  Majesty's  government  to 
prevent  the  danger  growing  out  of  these  machinations.  Without  such 
action  I  very  much  feared  they  might  succeed;  tor  I  was  now  charged 
with  the  duty  of  laying  before  his  lordship  a  frank  statement  of  the 
difficulties  under  which  my  government  labored  in  consequence  of  the 
increasing  irritation  of  the  people  b3'  reason  of  the  successive  accounts 
of  the  depredations  committed  by  the  two  gunboats  fitted  out  from  here* 
My  best  course,  I  thought,  would  be  to  read  to  him  tor  his  information 
the  dispatch  on  the  subject  which  1  had  just  received,  though  I  was 
not  instructed  to  do  so,  nor  to  leave  copy  of  it.  I  then,  with  his  assent, 
read  your  No.  505.  After  I  had  finished  it,  I  added  an  expression  of 
my  own  strong  conviction  that  the  measure  of  issuing  letters  of  marque 
therein  referred  to  was  one  very  distasteful  to  the  government.  I  had 
myself  great  doubt  of  its  efficiicy,  not  less  than  of  its  expediency.  In  my 
view  it  would  rather  be  like  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  common  enemy 
of  both  countries.  But  still  it  was  not  to  be  denied  that  the  people  in 
America  felt  as  if  they  were  liow  suffering  from  all  the  effects  of  war 
waged  from  this  side  of  the  water  while  their  own  hands  were  tied 
beliind  them.  They  very  naturally  argued  that  if  such  operations  were  to 
be  carried  on  without  any  effectual  labor  fo  i>revent  them  on  the  part 
of  the  government  here,  it  was  about  as  well  to  let  the  game  be  opened 
to  both  sides.  I  did  not  give  this  as  conveying  my  own  opinions,  but 
simply  to  put  his  lordship  in  possession  of  the  views  held  at  home.  And 
unless  the  government  and  those  of  us  who  were  disposed  to  preserve 
amicable  relations  were  furnished  with  some  evidence  of  action  to  prove 
the  determination  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  exert  its  power  to 
protect  us  from  the  effects  of  this  misconduct  of  a  portion  of  her  own 
subjects,  it  seemed  impossible  to  resist  the  force  of  this  popular  reason- 
ing. 

His  lordship  then  went  over  much  of  the  same  ground  heretofore  taken 
by  him  on  the  nature  of  the  contest  and  the  desire  of  Great  Britain  to 
remain  perfectly  neutral.  He  adverted -to  the  action  of  certain  people 
at  Liverpool  as  of  a  kind  which  he  had  always  disapproved,  to  convince 
me  of  which  he  referred  to  his  letter  of  last  year,  which  nad,  he  said, 
excited  much  dissatisfaction  among  them.  I  replied  by  reminding  his 
lordship  of  the  fact,  as  shown  in  the  published  diplomatic  con-espond- 
ence,  that  I  had  endeavored  to  give  full  credit  at  home  to  that  letter. 
But  the  difficulty  now  wiis  that  we  needed  something  more  like  evidence 
of  efforts  to  prevent  threatened  evils. 

His  lordship  said  that  the  government  was  sincerely  desirous  to  do 
all  it  could.  Any  attempt  to  go  beyond  the  law  would  only  end  in  dis- 
appointment. They  had  carefully  consulted  on  the  matter,  had  exam- 
ined their  powers,  and  were  reaily  to  exert  them  to  the  utmost.  He 
had  made  some  explanation  of  his  views  in  the  speech  he  had  made  on 
Monday  evening.  He  had  since  received  a  note  from  Lord  Palmerston 
expressing  his  approbation  of  every  word  of  that  speech. 

I  said  that  I  also  had  been  much  gratified  in  reading  that  speech.    It 
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would  be  regarded  in  America  as  altogether  the  most  friendly  which 
emanated  &om  his  lordship  since  the  beginning  of  the  troubles.  Had 
the  same  sentiments  been  expressed  then  we  should  not  have  been 
where  we  now  are.  I  must  also  add  that  I  should  be  highly  gi*atified 
in  writing  home  the  substance  of  what  he  had  said  of  Lord  Palmerstou. 
For  whatever  might  have  been  my  confidence  in  his  own  amicable  spirit, 
I  felt  it  no  more  than  my  duty  frankly  to  confess  to  him  my  fear  that  it 
had  not  been  shared  by  his  lordship.  I  believed  this  was  not  the  first 
time  I  had  said  as  much  to  him.  He  replied  that  I  had  been  and  was 
mistaken.  I  then  rejoined  that  it  gave  me  extreme  pleasure  to  learn  it, 
and  I  only  hoped  that  his  lordship  would  take  an  early  opportunity  to 
bear  the  same  testimony  in  public  which  he  had  done  in  his  private  note. 

What  was  much  needed  in  America  was  not  solely  eridence  of  action 
to  prevent  these  armaments.  It  was  the  moral  power  that  might  be 
extended  by  the  ministry  in  signifying  its  utter  disapproval  of  all  the 
machinations  of  the  conspirators  against  the  public  peace.  Hitheito 
the  impression  was  quite  general,  as  well  in  America  as  in  this  country, 
that  the  ministry  held  no  common  sentiment,  and  were  quite  disposed 
to  be  tolerant  of  all  the  labors  of  these  people,  if  not  indifferent  to  them. 
Here  they  were  absolutely  sustaining  the  rebels  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  by  the  advance  of  money,  of  ships,  and  of  all  the  necessaries 
with  which  to  carry  it  on  as  well  by  sea  as  on  the  land;  and  upon  such 
notorious  offenses  ministers  had  never  yet  given  out  any  other  than  an 
uncertain  sound.  The  effect  of  this  must  be  obvious.  It  encouraged 
the  operations  of  British  instigators  of  the  trouble  on  this  side,  who 
believed  that  they  were  connived  at,  and  so  believing  carried  on  their 
schemes  with  new  vigor;  while,  on  the  other,  it  confirmed  the  popular 
impression  in  America  that  the  government  policy  was  really  at  heart 
hostile,  and  therefore  should  be  met  in  a  corresponding  spirit.  These 
were  the  views  commonly  held  as  they  appeared  to  me  ^om  the  calmest 
consideration  I  could  give  to  the  w  hole  subject.  I  regretted  them  the 
more  that  I  believed  they  were  founded  in  a  mistake,  which  might  lead 
to  very  bad  consequences.  1  should  do  what  I  could  in  deprecating 
any  present  resort  to  so  doubtful  a  remedy  as  that  of  issuing  letters  of 
marque. 

There  was  a  strong  and  a  growing  popular  sentiment  throughout  the 
kingdom  which  might  be  relied  upon  partially  to  counteract  the  dangers 
which  I  feared.  But  I  could  not  too  earnestly  beg  his  lordship  at  this 
crisis  to  think  of  the  value  that  would  in  this  sense  attach  to  any  une- 
quivocal expression  by  persons  in  high  authority  of  their  condemnation 
of  all  enterprises  in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom,  now 
projected  or  in  process  of  execution  within  its  limits. 

His  lordship's  tone  throughout  this  conversation  was  unequivocally 
friendly,  and  I  thought  him  not  unimpressed  by  the  earnestness  of  my 
representations.  He  went  so  far  at  one  time  as  to  express  regret  at  the 
failure  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  two  privateers.  But  he  evidently 
eonsidered  it  as  a  misfortune  rather  than  a  fault,  which  should  be  now 
repaired  by  us  through  the  application  of  our  "vast  resources"  to  the 
capture  of  the  oftenders.  He  wondered  that  we  had  not  done  so.  I 
replied  that  it  was  not  for  want  of  effort.  But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  this  was  a  somewhat  novel  kind  of  warfare  on  the  ocean.  It 
consisted  of  depredation  on  the  innocent  and  the  unarmed,  and  running 
away  from  the  strong  and  those  prepared  for  defense. 

The  gunboats  were  known  to  be  very  fast  vessels.  The  great  im- 
provement made  in  steam  navigation  had  given  facilities  for  this  kind 
of  piracy  never  before  known,  especially  in  favor  of  those  who  had 
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nothing  to  lose,  and  against  those  who  had  commerce  spread  over  every 
sea.  I  then  gently  reminded  him  that  no  nation  would  take  more 
chances  against  itself  by  tolerating  such  a  practice  than  Great  Britain.. 
A  concentrated  eflbrt  made  to  surprise  its  navigation  in  remote  portions 
of  the  globe  might  sweep  half  of  it  away  before  it  had  time  to  tiu*n 
round  and  lay  it«  hand  on  the  right  instruments  to  use  for  prevention, 
and  then  it  would  have  a  task  before  it  of  a  wide  and  long  chase  after 
an  offender  swift  to  escape  his  punishment. 

Having  disposed  of  this  matter,  I  next  turned  to  the  subject  of  the 
joint  resolutions  of  Congress  on  foreign  intervention,  and  agreeably  to 
your  instnictious,  contained  in  the  printed  circular  of  the  9th  March,  I 
offered  to  read  them  to  his  lordship,  or  to  leave  a  copy,  as  he  might  pre- 
fer. He  said  that  Lord  Lyons  had  already  sent  a  copy  of  them,  which 
he  had  read.  His  opinion  on  that  subject  was  sufficiently  known.  He 
would,  therefore,  take  a  copy,  which  I  accordingly  put  into  his  hands. 
Lastly,  1  alluded  to  a  letter  which  had  been  sent  to  me  from  a  respecta- 
ble i)erson  at  Liveq>ool,  an  earnest  friend  of  peace  and  good  will,  urging 
me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  prosecuting  the  parties  known  to  have 
been  connected  with  the  outfit  of  the  two  gunboats  in  Liverpool.  I 
said  that  I  should  not  be  unwilling  to  recommend  my  government  to 
initiate  any  suitable  form  of  proceedings,  if  necessary,  and  if  with  the 
slightest  hope  of  success  in  procuring  conviction.  I  thought  it  no  more 
than  proper  to  present  the  subject  to  his  lordship's  consideration.  He 
said  he  would  think  of  it,  and  take  advice.  Should  it  appear  that  any 
thing  effectual  could  be  done,  he  would  let  me  know. 

I  have  by  no  means  reported  the  whole  of  this  conversation,  which 
lasted  more  than  an  hour.  The  conclusion  which  I  draw  from  it  is  that 
the  government  is  really  better  disposed  to  exertion,  and  feels  itself 
better  sustained  for  action  by  the  popular  sentiment  than  ever  before. 
1  should  therefore  be  inclined  to  recommend  at  least  a  postponement  of 
all  resort  to  what  might  be  regarded  as  minatory  or  dangerous  meas- 
ures. In  the  present  favorable  state  of  the  popular  mind,  it  scarcely 
appears  advisable  to  run  the  risk  of  changing  the  current  in  Great  Brit- 
ain by  the  presentation  of  a  new  issue  that  might  rally  all  the  national 
pride  against  us,  as  was  done  in  the  Trent  case,  and  that  for  the  attain- 
ment of  a  very  uncertain  compensation  for  our  possibly  difficulties  on 
the  oc**an. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FiJANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


London,  March  20. 

Sir  :  You  are  doubtless  aware  that  the  money  received  from  the  con- 
federate loan  is  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  sundry  vessels  build- 
ing for  the  confederate  government  at  sundry  English  ports,  which  ves- 
sels are  to  be  got  to  sea  at  any  cost,  the  South  believing  that  the  invi- 
tation caused  by  the  depredations  of  the  Alabama,  increased  by  the 
departure  of  other  vessels  under  similar  circumstances,  will  force  on  a 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  thus  secure  inde- 
pendence to  the  South,  and  to  the  subscribers  to  the  loan  their  cotton. 

1  have  this  view,  in  writing,  from  one  who  says  he  was  the  party  who 
first  suggested  to  Messrs.  J.  H.  Schneder  &  Co.  to  take  up  the  loan,  (all 
of  which  I  mention  to  you  in  confidence,)  seeing  the  tone  and  style 
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lately  adopted  by  Earl  Enssell  on  the  American  question,  and  par- 
ticularly in  bis  correspondence  with  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  apparent  apathy 
of  our  ffoverninent  and  people.  I  must  own  I  firmly  believe  that  we 
shall  drift  into  a  war  j^ith  the  United  States.  A  further  departure  of 
Alabanias  from  our  ports  would,  I.  believe,  fan  irritation  into  a  flame, 
and  they  will  depart,  and  very  soon,  unless  the  most  determined  and 
energetic  a<)tion  is  at  once  adopted  by  our  government.  I  say  so 
advisedly. 

Can  you  not  take  measures  to  have  the  subject  contimially^  impor- 
tunately ventilated  in  Parliament.  As  the  friend  of  the  slave,  a^s  the 
advocate  of  constitutional  liberty,  as  a  lover  of  your  own  country,  I,  a 
stranger,  venture  to  call  your  immediate  attention  to  this  subject.  I 
know  more  than  I  can  in  honor  tell. 

Begging  to  apologize  for  troubling  you  with  this  communication,  I 
am,  yours,  faithfully. 


I  beg  you,  if  you  make  any  use,  in  any  way,  of  this  communication  to 
withhold  my  name,  as  my  social  relatione  with  many  confederate  gen- 
tlemen have  been  of  years'  standing. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1, 1864,  p.  2.] 

Ko.  3. 
Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office,  March  27, 1863. 

My  Loed  :  Mr.  Adams  having  asked  for  an  interview,  I  had  a  long 
conversation  with  him  yesterday  at  the  Foreign  Office. 

He  read  me  a  dispatch  of  Mr.  Seward  on  the  subject  of  the  Alabama 
and  Oreto.  In  this  dispat-ch,  which  was  not  unfriendly  in  its  tone, 
Mr.  Seward  complains  of  the  depredations  on  American  commerce  com- 
mitted by  vessels  fitted  out  in  British  ports,  and  manned,  for  the  most 
part,  by  British  sailors.  He  alludes  to  the  strong  feeling  excited  in  the 
United  States  by  the  destruction  of  her  trading  vessels  and  their  car- 
goes. He  repeats  the  complaint  common  in  America  that  England  is 
at  war  with  the  United  States,  while  the  United  States  were  not  at  war 
with  England.  He  expresses  his  hope  that  Great  Britain,  in  execution 
of  her  own  laws,  will  put  an  end  to  the  fitting  out  of  such  vessels  to 
prey  on  the  commerce  of  a  friendly  nation. 

I  said  that  the  phrase  that  England  was  at  war  with  America,  but 
America  was  not  at  war  with  England,  was  rather  a  figure  of  rhetoric 
than  a  true  description  of  facts.  That  the  facts  were  that  two  vessels, 
the  Oreto  and  the  Alabama,  had  eluded  the  operation  ot  the  foreign 
enlistment  act,  and  had,  against  the  will  and  purpose  of  the  British  gov- 
eiTiment,  made  war  upon  American  commerce  in  the  American  seas. 
That  the  fitting  out  of  the  "Alabama,"  the  operation  against  which  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  was  si>ecially  directed,  was  canied  on  in  Portu- 
guese waters  at  a  great  distance  from  any  British  port.  That  the  most 
stringent  orders  had  been  given  long  ago  to  watch  the  i)roceedings  of 
those  who  might  be  suspected  of  fitting  out  vessels  of  war  lor  confederate 
pui'poses.    That  if  there  were  six  vessels,  as  it  was  alleged,  fitting  out 
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in  British  ports  for  such  purposes,  let  evidence  be  forthcoming,  and  the 
government  would  not  hesitate  tb  stop  the  vessels,  and  to  bring  the 
ofit'enders  before  a  court  of  justice.  That  Mr.  Adams  was  no  doubt  aware 
that  the  government  must  proceed  according  to  the  regular  process  of 
law  and  upon  sworn  testimony. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  the  other  hand,  dwelt  on  the  novelty  and  enormity  of 
this  species  of  warfare.  He  said  that  if  a  belligerent  could  fit  out  in  the 
ports  of  a  neutral  swift  armed  vessels  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  its 
adversary,  the  commerce  of  that  belligerent  must  be  destroyed,  and  a 
new  and  terrible  element  of  warfare  would  be  introduced.  He  was  sure 
that  England  would  not  suffer  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  France,  nor 
France  on  the  part  of  England.  He  should  be  sorry  to  see  letters  of 
marque  issued  by  the  President ;  but  there  might  be  no  better  resource 
than  such  a  measure. 

I  said  I  would  at  once  suggest  a  better  measure.  Mr.  Seward  had 
said  to  Lord  Lyons  that  the  crews  of  privateers  had  this  advantage — 
that  they  reaped  the  whole  benefit  of  the  prizes  they  took,  whereas  the 
crews  of  men-of-war  were  entitled  to  only  half  the  value'  of  the  prizes 
they  took.  Let  the  President,  I  said,  offer  a  higher  re\N  ard  for  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Alabama  and  Oreto  to  crews  of  men-of-war  than  even 
the  entire  value  of  those  vessels.  Let  him  offer  double  their  value  as  a 
gratuity,  and  thus  confine  his  action  to  officers  and  men  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  over  whom  he  could  keep  a  control,  and  who  were  amena- 
ble to  the  laws  which  govern  an  honorable  profession.  But  what  could 
Mr.  Adams  ask  of  the  British  government  f    What  was  his  proposal ! 

Mr.  Adams  said  there  was  one  thing  which  might  be  easily  done.  It 
was  supposed  the  British  government  were  indifferent  to  these  notoi-ious 
violations  of  their  own  laws.  Let  them  declare  their  condemnation  of 
all  such  infractions  of  law. 

With  respect  to  the  law  itself,  Mr.  Adams  said  either  it  was  sufficient 
for  the  purposes  of  neutrality,  and  then  let  the  British  government  enforce 
it ;  or  it  was  insufficient,  and  then  let  the  British  government  apply  to 
Parliament  to  amend  it. 

I  said  that  the  cabinet  were  of  opinion  that  the  law  was  sufficient ; 
but  that  legal  evidence  could  not  always  be  procured.  That  the  British 
government  had  done  everything  in  its  power  to  execute  the  law ;  but 
I  admitted  that  the  cases  of  the  Alabama  and  Oreto  were  a  scandal, 
and  in  some  degree  a  reproach  to  our  laws.  Still,  I  said^  it  was  my 
belief  that  if  all  the  assistance  given  to  the  federals  by  British  subjects, 
and  British  munitions  of  war,  were  weighed  against  similar  aid  given  to 
the  confederates,  the  balance  w^ould  be  greatly  in  favor  of  the  federals. 

Mr.  Adams  totally  denied  this  proposition.  But  above  all,  he  said, 
there  is  a  manifest  conspiracy  in  this  country,  of  which  the  confederate 
loan  is  an  additional  proof,  to  produce  a  state  of  exasperation  in  America, 
and  thus  bring  on  a  war  with  Great  Britain  with  a  view  to  aid  the  con- 
federate cause,  and  secure  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  the  southern  States, 
whose  independence  these  conspirators  hope  to  establish  by  these  illegal 
and  unjust  measures.  He  had  worked  to  the  best  of  his  i)ower  for  pea<;e, 
but  it  had  become  a  most  difficult  task. 

Mr.  Adams  fully  deserves  the  character  of  having  always  labored  for 
peace  between  our  two  nations,  nor,  I  trust,  will  his  efforts  and  those  of 
the  two  governments  fail  of  success. 
I  am,  &c., 

RTJSSELL. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  359.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lmidoriy  March  28, 1863. 

Sir  :  In  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  The  Morning  Star  of  to-day, 
containing  a  report  of  the  debate  of  last  evening  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, I  can  only  express  my  regret  that  the  substance  of  it  should  fall 

so  far  short  of  what  I  had  been  led  to  expect. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  result  is  rather  to  undo  in  the  popular  mind  the  effect  of  -Lord 
EusselPs  8i)eech  than  to  confirm  it.  Li  truth,  this  exhibition  furnishes 
another  illustration  of  the  horizontal  manner  in  which  our  struggle  is 
dividing  opinion  in  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  i*eferred  to,  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix 
No.  9.] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  638.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  2, 1803. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  13th  of  March  (No.  349)  has  been  received, 
together  with  three  notes  addressed  to  you  by  Earl  Russell,  namely,  one 
under  date  of  the  9th  of  March,  in  relation  to  the  building,  equipment, 
and  fitting  out  in  British  ports  of  armed  vessels  for  the  destruction  of 
American  commerce ;  one,  of  the  same  date,  relating  to  the  Sumter; 
and  still  another,  of  the  same  date,  relating  to  the  chiim  of  damages  for 
the  destruction  of  certain  vessels  by  the  Alabama,  which  was  fitted  out 
and  dispatched  from  a  British  port  to  cruise  against  American  merchant 
vessels. 

You  will  inform  Earl  Russell  that  the  President  profoundly  regrets 
these  decisions  of  the  British  government,  decliniug  to  interfere  to 
arrest  proceedings  of  British  subjects,  within  its  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
hostile  and  injurious  to  the  United  States.  Recent  instructions  bearing 
upon  the  same  subject  will  have  reached  you  after  these  decisions  were 
made.  You  will  submit  the  views  of  the  President,  expressed  in  those 
later  instructions,  to  Earl  Russell. 

As  one  more  resource,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  an  eflfort  be  made 
to  secure  the  enforcement  of  the  enlistment  laws  through  the  action  of 
the  courts.  Will  jou  consult  counsel,  and  have  a  ca«e  prepared  and 
proceedings  instituted,  if  advice  received  shall  warrant  any  expectation 
of  justice  i  This  is  the  President's  conclusion  upon  the  whole  matter  as 
it  is  known  here.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  to  overrule  your  own  judg- 
ment upon  an  examination  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Upon  being  informed  of  any  expeuse  that  you  may  incur  in  carrying 
this  instruction  into  effect,  the  department  will  send  you  a  credit  there- 
for on  the  bankers  of  the  United  States  at  London. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  i&c.j  &c. 
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Mr,  8eward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No  540.]  Department  op  State, 

Washtngtoii,  April  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  Canada's  mails  have  jast  been  laid  before  me  at  the  hour  of 
sending  my  dispatches  to  Europe. 

The  consideration  of  your  communication  is  reserved. 

The  healthful  reaction  of  opinion  here  is  continued. 

The  uneasiness  in  the  country,  resulting  from  the  toleration  of  hostile 
naval  preparations  in  Great  Britain,  increases,  and  seems  to  portend 
difficulties  which  will  require  the  exercise  of  great  discretion  by  both 
governments.  Applijjations  for  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  to  insui'e 
the  success  of  the  navtil  operations  against  the  insurgents  are  coming 
in,  and  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  granting  them  is  fixing  the  pub- 
lic attention. 

The  public  journals  which  will  go  out  with  the  steamer  have  even 
later  information  of  military  and  naval  movements  than  any  which  has 
directly  reached  the  i)roper  departments  of  the  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c,^  i&c. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
1^0,  297.1  Paru,  April  9,  18G3. 

Sir:  In  a  conference  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  had  this  day,  he 
inquired  particularly  as  to  our  action  in  reference  to  the  issue  of 
letters  of  marque.  He  has,  without  doubt,  recently  had  conversation 
with  Lord  Cowley  on  this  subject.  He  stated  that  Lord  Cowley  Ijad 
given  to  him  a  copy  of  the  late  speech  of  Mr.  Palmer,  the  solicitor 
general  of  England,  (delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons,)  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Alabama  and  the  building  of  ships  in  their  ports  for  the  con- 
federates. He  said  the  speech  seemed  carefully  prepared  {travailU,) 
I  told  him  that  I  thought  it  had  been  elaborated  with  much  care,  but  I 
had  reason  to  know  from  a  member  of  the  House  of  Parliament,  present 
at  its  delivery,  that  it  was  thought  by  him,  and  many  others,  that  the 
learned  solicitor  general  had  gone  too  far ;  that  he  had  promulgated 
doctrines  which  England  would  not  herself  abide  by,  if  we  or  other 
powers  should,  under  like  circumstances,  attempt  to  apply  them  to  her. 
1  further  told  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  our  foreign  enlistment  act  was  the 
same  as  that  of  England,  and  that  the  United  States,  during  the  Cri- 
mean war,  had  enforced  another  rule ;  that  we  had  promptly  interfered, 
as  I  had  been  informed,  to  prevent  the  building  of  one  war  vessel  for 
Eussia,  and  had  prevented  the  sailing  of  others.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  this  appeared  to  be  new  to  him,  and  he  said  if  that  were  so,  the 
fact  should  be  known.  I  assured  him  that  the  facts  were,  as  I  believed, 
already  known  to  the  British  government ;  that  they  appeared,  in  part, 
at  least,  in  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Earl  Eussell ; 
that  the  French  journals  seemed  to  take  little  interest  in  the  publication 
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of  such  matter,  and  although'  these  statements  had  been  repeatedly 
made  in  the  American  and  in  some  English  journals  which  were  received 
by  French  journalists,  they  had  not.  been  generally  republished  here. 
He  said,  at  once,  that  this  was  wrong,  and  that  an  important  fact  of  this 
nature  should  be  made  known  through  the  public  press.      1  rhen  told 
him  that,  inasmuch  as  Lord  Cowley  had  supplied  him  with  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Palmer  on  this  subject,  I  would  make  it  my  business  forthwith 
to  furnish  him  with  such  evidence  of  the  facts  I  had  referred  to  as 
were  within  my  reach,  which  I  shall  immediately  do.    it  was  quite  evi- 
dent to  me  that  the  British  authorities  had  been  making  an  eifdrt  to 
satisfy  this  government  that  they  were  not  to  blame  for  what  had 
occurred  or  might  hereafter  occur  in  reference  to  the  fitting  out  of  wsir 
vessels  for  the  rebels  in  their  ports.     Mr.  Drouynpde  Lhuys,  while  not 
questioning  our  right  to  issue  letters  of  marque,  seemed,  I  thought,  to 
depreciite  it  as  an  act  uncalled  for  under  existing  circumstances,  and 
calculated  to  produce  troublesome  complications.     He  begged  that, 
should  anything  of  the  kind  be  done,  it  might  be  done  with  all  proper 
precaution  and  guards  to  avoid  interference  with  the  commerce  of  neutral 
powers.    He  said  that  we  well  knew  that  the  practice  of  France  and  her 
principles  as  to  maritime  law  had  differed  from  those  of  England ;  th^t 
they  had  built  no  ships  for  the  insurgents,  and  had  not  interfered  with 
us;  that  it  was  evidently  not  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  take 
such  course  as  would  create  community  of  action  upon  these  questions 
between  England  and  France.      I  referred  him  to  the  contents  of  your 
dispatch  No.  304,  as  the  last  official  intimation  I  had  received  on  the 
subject,  and  assured  him  that,  should  the  President  feel  it  his  duty  to 
act  under  the  law  of  Congress,  it  would  he  done  with  all  the  precaution 
and  care  of  which  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  was  susceptible.    That 
the  President  would,  of  course,  feel  most  anxious  to  surround  his  letters 
of  marque,  if  the  issue  of  such  should  be  made,  with  such  guards  as 
would,  if  possible,  prevent  injurious  collisions  or  complications  with 
foreign  powers.     I  then    again  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that 
all  this  trouble  came  from  the  Alabama  and  the  courae  of  Great 
Britain  in  permitting  ships  of  war  to  be  built  for  the  insurgents  in  her 
ports.    I  thought  it  well,  too,  (believing  that  Lord  Cowley  conferred 
with  him  on  these  subjects,)  to  inform  him  distinctly  that  the  exaspera- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  the  [Jnited  States,  growing  out  of  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  Alabama  and  Florida,  was  so  great  that  should  the  wsir 
ships  now  being  biiilt  for  the  rebels  in  British  ports  escape  by  the 
negligence  of  that  government,  I  did  not  believe  it  would  be  possible  to 
keep  the  peace  between  the  two  countries.     I  told  him  that  a  foreign 
war  would  afiect  us  principally  thnmgh  our  commerce,  and  if  this  were 
to  be  cut  up  and  destroyed  by  the  indirect  action  of  Great  Britain,  the 
feeling  would   be  that  we  might  as  well  meet  her  direct  hostility  at 
once.    Bat  I  added  that  we  hoped  to  avoid  adding  to  onr  internal  dit- 
ficulties  a  foreign  war,  and  I  trusted,  for  the  interest  of  both  countries 
and  the  world,  that  Great  Britain  might  be  induced,  in  this  respect,  to 
stay  her  hand.    I  trast  that  he  will  say  this  to  Lord  Cowley. 

Before  leaving,  I  said  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  that  1  hoped  he  would 
apprise  me  seasonably  of  anything  of  special  interest  to  my  country  j 
this  he  said  he  would  cheerf'iilly  do. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

8eeret<iry  of  State. 


WILLIAJVI  L.  DAYTON. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  369.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lmidinij  April  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  Lord  Russell  has  thought  it  expedient  to  renew  the  correspond- 
ence about  the  intercepted  dispatches  in  a  note  of  the  2d  of  April,  a 

copy  of  which  I  send  herewith. 

•  •••••• 

A  copy  of  my  reply,  dat'Cd,  the  6th  instant,  is  appended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRAJIJJCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Emsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  2, 1863. 

Sir:  Her  Majesty's  government  have  not  failed  to  consider,  with  the 
attention  it  deserved,  the  letter  which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  14th 
ultimo,  in  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the 
intercepted  correspondence  which  you  had  alleged  went  to  show  a 
deliberate  attempt  to  establish  within  the  limits  of  the  United  King- 
dom a  system  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  observe  to  you  that,  while  you  withhold  your 
acquiescence  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  me  of  that  correspondence, 
and  state  that  you  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note,  with  pr|)found 
regret,  to  your  government,  you  nevertheless  do  not  controvert  the  prin- 
cipal positions  assumed  in  that  note. 

You  do  not  deny,  first,  that  it  is  lawful  for  her  Majesty's  subjects  to 
lend  money  on  securities,  or  otherwise,  to  either  belligerent,  or,  secondly, 
that  it  is  also  lawful  to  sell  to  either  belligerent  munitions  of  war. 

Upon  this  subject  I  beg  to  call  to  your  notice  that  no  longer  ago  than 
the  20th  of  last  November,  in  answer  to  the  remonstrance  of  Mexico 
against  an  alleged  organized  system  in  the  United  States  of  aiding 
France  in  the  war  in  which  she  is  engaged  with  that  republic,  but  in 
which  the  United  States  are  neutral,  Mr.  Seward  replied  by  this,  among 
other  citations: 

Mr,  Webster  to  Mr.  Thompson, 

As  to  advances,  loans,  or  donations  of  money  to  the  fi^ovemment  of  Texas,  or  its 
citizens,  the  Mexican  government  hardly  needs  to  be  informed  that  there  is  nothing 
unlawful  in  this  so  long  as  Texas  is  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  and  that  these 
are  things  which  no  government  undertakes  to  restrain. 

You  are,  without  doubt,  perfectly  aware  that  many  decisions  of 
tribunals  in  tjhe  United  States  fully  establish  that  a  like  exposition  of 
the  law  as  to  munitions  of  war  and  the  sale  of  armed  vessels  has  been 
always  maintained  in  the  United  States  when  they  were  neutrals. 

You  do  not  state  that  the  information  which  you  have  communicated 
to  me,  as  to  alleged  contract8  for  constructing  war  steamers,  or  the  pro- 
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posed  estsiblishment  of  naval  officers  to  superintend  them,  would  be 
sufficient  to  found  a  criminal  prosecution  in  the  LTnited  States ;  you  are 
probably  aware  that  it  would  not  suffice  for  that  purpose,  and  there  is, 
therefore,  no  reason  why  you  should  complain  of  my  statement  that  the 
information  which  you  had  furnished  would  not  suffice  for  the  like 
pur}:>ose  in  England. 

You  are  not  ignorant  that  agents  have  been  employed  and  munitions 
of  war  have  been  purchased,  and  that  it  is  now  agaiu  asserted  that 
her  Majesty's  subjects  are  being  recruited  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  United  States  against  the  so-called  Confederate  States;  and  so  far 
it  might  be  urged  in  vague  and  iiopular  language  by  the  Confederate 
States,  as  well  i\s  by  the  United  States  as  the  other  belligerent,  (as  it  was 
substantially  urged  by  Mexico  against  the  United  States  la«t  year,) 
"that  there  is  evidence  of  a  deliberate  attempt  to  establish  within  the 
limits  of  this  kingdom  a  system  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  their 
government."  But  the  question  really  is,  has  there  been  any  act  done 
in  England  both  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  neutrality  as  recognized 
by  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  capable  of  being  made  the 
subje(jt  of  a  criminal  prosecution  ?  I  can  only  repeat  that  in  the  opinion 
of  her  Majesty's  gov^ernment  no  such  act  is  specified  in  the  papers  which 
you  have  submitted  to  me. 

I,  however,  willingly  assure  you  that,  in  view  of  the  statements  con- 
tained in  the  intercepted  correspondence,  her  Majesty's  government 
have  renewed  the  instructions  already  given  to  the  custom-house  au- 
thorities of  the  several  British  ports  where  ships  of  war  may  be  con- 
structed, and  by  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department  to 
various  authorities  with  whom  he  is  in  communication,  to  endeavor  to 
discover  and  obtain  legal  evidence  of  any  violation  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  with  a  view  to  the  strict  enforcement  of  that  statute  when- 
ever it  can  really  be  shown  to  be  infringed ;  and  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment would  be  obliged  to  you  to  communicate  -to  them,  or  to  the  local 
authorities  at  the  several  ports,  any  evidence  of  illegal  acts  which  may 
from  time  to  time  bexjome  known  to  you. 

I  have  refeiTcd,  generally,  to  the  judicial  decisions  of  the  United 
States  on  this  subject ;  but  it  would  be  as  well  that  I  should  mention, 
specially,  two  of  those  decisions,  selected  out  of  many,  both  upon  the 
general  question  and  upon  the  particular  case  of  the  sale  of  ships  of 
war  by  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  to  a  belligerent  state. 

The  first  decision  is  that  of  the  eminent  Judge  Story,  given,  it  may  be 
well  to  observe,  in  a  case  in  which  the  recognition  of  the  Spanish 
American  republics  was  directly  concerned.  After  admitting  that  the 
capture  had  been  made  by  a  United  States^  ship,  built  in  the  United 
States,  originally  owned  in  the  United  Stiites,'  Judge  Story  proceeds  to 
say :  "  The  question  as  to  the  original  illegal  armament  and  outfit  of 
the  Indei)endencia  may  be  dismissed  in  a  few  words ;  it  is  apparent  that, 
though  equipped  as  a  vessel  ofwar^  she  was  sent  out  to  Buenos  Ayres  on 
a  commercial  adventure,  contraband  indeed^  hut  in  no  shape  violating  our 
laws  or  our  national  neutrality.  If  captured  by  a  Spanish  shii)  of  war 
during  the  voyage,  she  would  have  been  justly  condemnable  as  good 
prize  for  being  engaged  in  a  traffic  prohibited  by  the  law  of  nations. 
But  there  is  nothing  in  our  laws,  or  in  the  law  of  nations,  that  forbids 
our  citizens  from  sending  armed  vessels,  as  well  as  munitions  of  war,  to 
foreign  ports  for  sale.  It  is  a  commercial  adventure  which  no  nation  is 
bound  to  prohibit,  and  which  only  exposes  the  persons  engaged  in  it  to 
the  penalty  of  confiscation." 
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This  is  a  case  illustrating  the  law  and  practice  of  the  United  States 
while  neutral  in  the  war  between  Spain  and  her  colonies. 

The  next  case  (historically  the  first)  illustrates  also  the  law  and  practice 
of  the  United  States  while  neutral  in  the  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  France.  It  is  so  short  that  I  beg  leave  to  cite  it  verbatim  and  at 
length,  as  given  in  Cuj'tis's  Reports  of  Decisions  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  volume  1,  pages  234,  235,  "  Moodie  vs.  The  ship 
Alfred.'' 

It  is  not  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  the  Unite<l  States  to  sell  to  a  foreij^er 
a  vessel  built  in  this  country,  thouj^h  suited  to  be  a  privateer,  and  having  some  equip- 
ments calculated  for  war,  but  frequently  used  by  merchant  ships.  The  aUegation  in 
this  case,  as  8Ui)ported  by  the  evidence,  was  that  the  privateer  which  took  the  British 
prize  in  question  had  been  built  in  New  York,  with  the  express  view  of  being  ein}»h)yed 
as  a  privateer,  in  ca«e  the  then  existing  controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  should  terminate  in  war;  that  some  of  her  equipments  were  calculated 
for  war,  though  they  were  also  frequently  used  for  merchant  ships ;  that  the  privateer 
was  sent  to  Charleston,  where  she  was  sold  to  a  French  citizen ;  that  she  was  earned 
by  him  to  a  French  island,  where  she  was  completely  anned  and  equipped,  and  fur- 
nished with  a  commission  ;  that  she  afterwards  sailed  on  a  cruize,  during  which  the 
prize  was  taken  and  sent  into  Charleston.  Reod,  for  the  plaintiffs  in  error,  contended 
that  this  was  an  original  construction  or  onttit  of  a  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  war ;  and 
that  if  it  was  tolerated  as  legal,  it  would  be  easy,  by  collusion,  to  subvert  the  neutrality 
of  the  United  States  and  involve  the  country  in  a  war. 

The  coui*t,  however,  without  hearing  the  opposite  counsel,  directed  the  decree  to 
be  affinne<l. 

It  seems  clear,  on  the  principle  enunciated  in  these  authorities,  that, 
except  on  the  ground  of  any  proved  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act,  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  interfere  with  commercial  deal- 
ings between  13ritish  subjects  and  the  so-styled  Confedersite  States, 
whether  the  subject  of  those  dealings  be  money  or  contraband  goods,  or 
even  ships  adapted  for  warlike  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  cfcc,  cC-e. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  G,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  2d  instant, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  14tli  of  last  month,  on  the  subject  of  the  inter- 
cepted correspondence  submitted  to  your  lordship^s  consideration  some 
time  since,  which,  a43 1  alleged,  "went  to  show  a  deliberate  atten^pt  to 
establish  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Kingdom  a  system  of  action  in 
direct  hostility  to  the  government  of  the  United  StJites.'' 

Your  lordship  is  pleased  to  observe  that  1  do  not  controvert  the  prin- 
cipal positions  assumed  in  your  note,  to  wit :  Ist.  "That  it  is  lawful  for 
her  Majesty's  subjects  to  lend  money  on  security,  or  otherwise,  to  either 
belligerent.  2d.  That  it  is  lawful  to  sell  to  either  belligerent  munitions 
of  war."  And  thereupon  your  lordship  is  pleased  to  call  my  attention 
to  several  citations  from  eminent  authorities  in  the  United  States, 
judicial  and  otherwise,  to  establish  these  positions,  just  the  same  as  if  I 
had  controverted  them. 

Nevertheless,  I  have  given  to  all  the  passages  presented  by  your  lord- 
ship the  same  profound  attention  which  I  habitually  pay  to  everything 
from  the  same  source.    I  cannot,  however,  perceive  that  they  have  any 
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effect  in  disturbing  the  positions  which  have  been  heretofore  assumed 
by  myself.  The  sale  and  transfer,  by  a  neutral,  of  arms,  of  munitions 
oi*  war,  and  even  of  vessels  of  war,  to  a  belligerent  country  not  subject 
to  blockade  at  the  time,  as  a  purely  commercial  transactionj  is  decided  by 
these  authorities  not  to  be  unlawful  Tliey  go  not  a  stei)  furtlier,  and 
precisely  to  that  extent  1  have  myself  taken  no  exception  to  the  doc- 
trine. 

But  the  case  is  changed  when  a  belligerent  is  shown  to  be  taking 
meai^ures  to  establish  a  system  of  operations  in  a  neutral  country  with 
the  intent  to  carry  on  a  war  from  its  ports,  much  in  the  same  way  that 
it  would  do,  if  it  could,  from  its  own  territory,  when  it  appoints  agents, 
residing  in  that  country,  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing  money  to  be 
applied  to  the  fitting  out  of  hostile  armaments  in  those  very  ports,  and 
wbeu  it  appoints  and  sends  out  agent^s  to  superintend  in  those  ports  the 
constructing,  equipping,  and  arming  ships  of  war,  as  well  as  the  enlist- 
ing of  the  subjects  of  the  neutral  country,  to  issue  forth  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  hostilities  on  the  ocean. 

These  are  the  points  to  which  I  desire  t;0  call  your  lordship's  attention 
in  the  intercepted  dispatches.  I  affirmed  that  they  went  to  show  a  sys- 
tem of  operations  to  the  extent  thus  designated.  I  did  not  affirm  that 
they  absolutely  proved  the  fact.-  But  I  did  mean  to  be  understood  as 
affirming  them  to  furnish  strong  corroborative  evidence  to  sustain  all 
the  otlier  proof  which  1  have  been  in  the  practice  of  laying  before  your 
lordship  for  a  long  time  past,  of  the  abusp^  msule  of  her  Majesty's  neu- 
tral territory,  for  the  conduct  of  the  war  directly  from  her  i)orts,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  time  even  for  the  vessels  to  gain  the  semblance 
of  a  national  character. 

Had  your  lordship  been  pleased  to  continue  your  reading  of  the  de- 
cision by  the  United  States  court  in  the  case  of  the  ludependencia  and 
Altravida,  some  ])ages  further  than  ^he  passage  to  which  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  draw  my  attention,  you  would  have  been  able  tally  to 
comprehend  the  spirit  in  which  the  eminent  judge  who  pronounced  the 
decree  construed  the  obligations  of  the  United  States  as  a  neutral  power. 
He  condemned  the  outfit  of  these  vessels  precisely  for  the  reason  above 
assigned. 

Neither  is  that  case  the  only  or  the  most  significant  expression 
of  the  duties  incumbent  on  the  government  of  the  United  States  towanls 
nations  with  which  it  is  in  amity  in  a  similar  emergency.  Since  your 
lordship  is  pleased  to  accord  so  much  weight  to  the  decisions  of  the 
courts,  1  would  respectfully  solicit  your  attention  to  the  case  of  the 
United  States  against  John  D.  Quincy,  (6  Peter's  Reports,  pp.  445-4(>8,) 
as  giving  a  full  construction  of  the  powers  given  to  it  for  the  protection 
of  foreign  countries  by  the  enlistment  law.  So  far  as  I  maybe  per- 
mitted to  express  an  opinion,  it  clearly  embraces  within  its  scope  the 
objects  and  purposes  declared  in  the  intercepted  dispatches. 

But  I  must  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  for  thus  encroaching  on  your 
valuable  time  with  any  further  discussion  of  these  points.  In  doing  so, 
I  am  conscious  of  having  varied  from  the  intentions  heretofore  expressed 
of  abstaining  from  it,  unless  prompted  by  the  authority  of  iustnictions. 
I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  my  government  a  copy  of  your 
note,  and  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  it  will  receive  with  satisfaction  the 
assurance  your  lordship  'is  pleased  to  give  of  a  determination  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  "  in  view  of  the  statements  contained  in  the  inter- 
cepted correspondence,"  to  endeavor  to  discover  and  obtain  legal  evidence 
of  any  violation  of  the  enlistment  act  with  a  view  to  the  strict  enfoi-ce- 
meut  of  it  whenever  it  can  really  be  shown  to  be  infringed.    I  trust  I 
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need  not  add  the  assnrance  that  all  the  efiforts  of  myself  a«  well  as  of 
the  various  officers  of  my  government  within  this  Mngdom,  will  be  at 
the  service  of  the  local  authorities  at  the  several  ports  in  prosecuting 
these  investigations. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHARLES  FKANOIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  dtc,  dtc,  &o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  370.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  April  9, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  three  notes  which  passed 
between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself,  in  continuation  of  the  correspondence 
referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  362,  of  the  3d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  BusselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londonj  April  6, 1863. 

My  Lobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  notes 
fix)m  your  lordship,  dated  the  27th  and  31st  of  March,  and  two  on  the  3d 
of  Apnl,  in  reply  to  certain  representations  of  mine  concerning  vessels 
believed  to  be  in  preparation  at  Liverpool  for  the  carrying  on  of  hostili- 
ties at  sea  against  the  conmierce  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  source  of 
great  satisfaction  to  me  to  recognize  the  readiness  which  her  Msyesty's 
government  has  thus  manifested  to  make  the  investigations  desired,  as 
well  as  to  receive  the  assurances  of  its  determination  to  maintain  a  close 
observation  of  future  movements  of  an  unusual  character,  that  justify 
suspicions  of  any  evil  intent. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  whidi  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

OHABLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS.  , 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bttssell,  i£c.,  i£o.,  i£c. 

[For  remaining  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  under  <<  Alexandra"  and 
^<  Phantom''  suMivisions,jpo«t.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  545.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  April  10, 1863. 

Sm :  It  is  thought  eimedient  that  the  most  direct  and  energetic  mea- 
sures should  be  adopted  to  arrest  by  judicial  proceedings  the  clearance 
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and  departure  of  the  hostile  vessels  which  are  being  bnilt,  equipped,  and 
manned  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  You  will  therefore  sanction  and 
authorize  such  prosecutions  whenever,  ux>on  legal  advice,  it  shall  seem 

expedient. 

•  •••••• 

This  government  has  heard  with  surprise  and  regret  that  a  loan  has 
been  made  in  London  to  the  insurgents,  with  conditions  of  security  and 
payment  openly  hostile  to  the  United  States;  and  it  has  good  reason  for 
assuming  that  most  or  all  of  the  moneys  thus  loaned  are  paid  to  British 
subjects  residing  in  Great  Britain  for  advances  in  money,  labor,  arms, 
military  stores,  and  supplies  used  in  the  fitting  out  of  those  hostile  expe- 
ditions, in  violation  of  the  Queen's  proclamation  and  of  the  enlistment 
acts  of  Great  Britain,  as  *well  as  of  treaties  and  the  law  of  nations.  The 
President  does  not  for  a  moment  believe  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  lent  or  will  lend  any  sanction  or  approval  to  these  proceedings  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects;  but  he  regrets  tiiat  he  is  unable  to  perceive  that 
any  part  of  those  transactions,  so  inimical  to  the  United  StatiCS  and 
apparentiy  so  universally  known  in  Great  Britain,  have  an*ested  the 
attention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  or  encountered  any  opposition, 
or  even  any  manifestation  of  its  disapprobation  or  censure. 

The  loan  made  by  European  capitalists  \b  a  direct  engagement  with 
the  armed  insurgents  who  have  assumed  to  control,  supply,  and  deliver 
cotton  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  money  advanced,  with  interest. 
You  will  give  notice  to  Earl  Eussell  that  this  transaction  necessarily 
brings  to  an  end  all  concessions,  of  whatever  form,  that  have  been  made 
by  this  government  for  mitigating  or  alleviating  the  rigor  of  the  block- 
ade in  regard  to  the  shipment  of  cotton  and  tobacco.  Nor  will  any  title 
of  any  person,  whether  citizen  of  the  United  States  or  subject  of  a  for- 
eign power,  to  any  cotton  or  merchandise^  which  title  is  derived  from  or 
ttoough  any  pretended  insurgent  authority  or  other  agency  hostile  to 
the  United  States,  be  respected  by  this  government. 

It  would  be  to  evince  a  want  of  frankness  and  good  faith  if  we  should 
fail  to  inform  Great  Britain  that  in  this  country  the  proceedings  to  which 
I  have  referred  have  come  to  be  regarded,  equally  by  the  people  and  the 
government,  as  tending  to  complicate  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries  in  such  a  manner  sls  to  render  it  difficult,  if  not  altogether 
impossible,  to  maintain  and  preserve  friendship  between  them ;  a  result 
which  the  President  believes  is  as  far  from  being  desired  by  Great  Bri- 
tain as  it  is  from  being  the  policy  or  the  wish  of  the  United  States.  After 
the  resort  to  the  courts  of  the  United  Kingdom  which  the  President  has 
specially  authorized  as  a  sequel  to  the  applications  and  remonstrances 
which  you  have  made,  thus  far  without  any  effective  result,  this  govern- 
ment is  not  now  aware  of  any  other  measures  remaining  within  its  power 
to  arrest  the  tendency  I  have  described  and  to  avert  the  calamities  I 
have  deprecated.  If  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  British  government  to 
suggest  anything  further  that  it  may  be  thought  possible  and  proper  for 
the  United  States  to  do  with  that  view,  the  suggestion  will  be  received 
and  considered  with  the  utmost  candor  and  respect. 

You  will,  in  such  manner  as  shall  seem  most  proper,  bring  these  views 
to  the  knowledge  of  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Gharles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&Cj  c0o.,  (&o. 
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Mr,.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  546.]  Department  of  State, 

WasUtigton,  April  10, 1863. 

Sm:  Your  dispatch  of  the  19th  of  March,  Ko.  352,  has  been  received* 
It  is  not  doubted  at  all  that  you  can  judge  more  wisely  in  your  place  in 
London  than  we  can  in  our  place  here,  in  what  form  and  to  what  extent 
the  remonstrance  which  we  feel  ourselves  entitled  to  make  against  the 
seeming  ^leration  by  the  British  government  of  the  hostilities  of  British 
subjects  against  this  country,  can  be  urged  with  advantage  or  even  with 
safety.  In  every  case  we  acquiesce  with  entire  cordiality  in  the  course 
that  your  reflections  determined  you  to  adopt.  If ,  as  I  am  led  by  your 
dispatches  now  before  me  to  conclude,  you  have  not  yet  thought  it  time 
to  speak  to  Earl  Bussell  in  the  sense  indicated  in  my  dispatch  Ko.  493, 
you  may  probably  think  it  time  to  open  to  him  the  views  submitted  in 
my  dispatch  Ko.  545,  of  this  date.  Universal  expressions  by  the  press 
and  in  public  assemblies  in  this  country  about  the  transactions  occur- 
ring in  Great  Britain,  will  show  you  that  I  have  not  overestimated  evi- 
dences of  dangers  which  1  have  described  in  that  paper;  and  I  think 
that  those  expressions  can  scarcely  fail  to  attract  attention  in  Great  Britain. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  wish  to  avoid  a  conflict,  above  all 
things  an  unnecessary  conflict,  with  Great  Britain.  It  is  their  constitu- 
tionsd  habit  to  avoid  war  of  every  kind.  They  studied  and  labored  long 
and  carefully  to  avoid  the  present  civil  war.  It  is  not  wise,  however, 
to  conclude  from  their  aversion  to  war  that  they  will  make  unreasonable 
and  ruinous  sacrifices  to  avert  it,  or  that  when  it  comes  without  their 
fault,  and  in  spite  of  their  best  efforts  at  prevention,  they  will  fail  to  main- 
tain themselves  in  the  emergency.  They  soon,  in  every  such  exigency, 
learn  the  nature  and  the  height  of  the  virtue  they  are  required  to  prac- 
tice, and  they  adopt  it.  These  suggestions  are  made  chiefly  for  your 
own  consideration,  and  not  with  a  view  that  they  shall  be  formally  com- 
municated to  the  British  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Franois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  &c.j  &o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  548.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  IS^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  laid  before  the  President  your  dispatch  of  March  26,  (No. 
355,)  which  communicates  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  Lord 
Campbell's  question  concerning  recognition  of  the  insurgents ;  that  of 
March  27,  (No.  356,)  which  relates  a  long,  free  and  friendly  conversa- 
tion had  between  yourself  and  Earl  Russell  on  the  general  subject  of  our 
relations  with  Great  Britain ;  that  of  March  27,  (No.  357,)  which  gives 
us  the  two  notes  which  have  passed  between  his  lordship  and  yourself 
touching  the  fitting  out  of  certain  armed  vessels  in  Glasgow;  and  that 
of  March  28,  (No.  359,)  which  gives  us  the  debate  held  in  the  Commons 
on  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  Forster  concerning  the  hostile  naval  operations  of 
British  subjects  against  the  United  States. 
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The  pleasing  impression  made  by  the  first  three  of  these  papers  is  so 
nearly  removed  by  the  latter  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  this  government 
to  accept  as  reliable  the  expectations  of  a  more  favorable  course  on  the 
part  of  her  Majesty's  government  which  you  so  very  reasonably  built 
upon  Earl  Bussell's  explanations.  Nevertheless,  the  President  has  de- 
termined to  pursue  the  course  of  prudence  and  moderation  which  yon 
have  suggested,  until  it  shall  be  ascertained  whether  we  may  expect  any 
'  action  on  the  part  of  her  Msy  esty's  government  to  prevent  the  hostilities 
with  which  we  are  menaced  by  British  subjecte. 

The  state  of  the  case  seems  to  be  this:  The  United  States,  laboring 
under  all  the  difficulties  of  their  situation  as  a  ibreign  sovereign,  unable 
in  a  friendly  country  to  put  into  activity  the  laws  and  proclamations  of 
that  countiy  which  are  designed  to  prevent  aggressions  by  British  sub- 
jects upon  American  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  appeal  to  her  Mtyesly's 
government  to  enforce  those  laws.  On  the  otner  hand,  her  Majesty's 
government  avow  their  willingness  to  enforce  the  same  laws,  provided 
they  are  first  furnished  with  evidence  which  would  probably  lead  to  the 

conviction  of  the  oflfenders. 

•  *  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adahs,  Esq.,  cj^c,  c£c.,  i&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
No.  552.]  Depabtment  op  State. 

Washington^  April  15, 1863. 
SiE :  Tour  attention  is  called  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  telegram  of 
vesterday,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  collector  of  the  custom- 
nouse  at  San  Francisco,  California,  relative  to  conspiracies  of  insurgents 
in  the  neighboring  British  colony  of  Vancouver's  Island. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
•  Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  &c.y  &c. 


Collector  Bankin  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Telegram.] 

San  Fbangisgo,  April  14, 1863. 

Collector  at  Paget  Sound  reports  plans  for  fitting  out  privateers  at 
Victoria.  Secessionists  very  active,  and  our  officers  much  alarmed. 
Colonial  authorities  inform  consul  that  they  cannot  interfere  with  the 
fitting  out  of  privateers.  Can  anything  be  done  to  secure  instructions 
from  home  government  t  I  am  trying  to  get  commanding  naval  officer 
to  send  a  steamer  to  the  sound. 

DBA  P.  RANKIN, 

ColUctor. 
-    Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

I, 

[Extract.] 

No.  386.]  LsaATioN  op  the  United  States, 

Londony  April  23, 1863. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  of  Lord  Enssell, 
dated  yesterday,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  6th  instant,  a  copy  of  which 
accompanied  my  dispatch  'So.  369,  of  the  9th  of  April.        #        •        • 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FRANOIB  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Ru89eU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  22, 1863. 

Sm:  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  farther  letter  which  yon  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  on  the  6th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
intercepted  correspondence,  I  will  merely  add  that,  while  entirely  as- 
senting to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  authorities  to  which  yon  refer, 
I  am  still  unable  to  perceive  their  application  to  any  facts  which  have 
occurred  in  this  country  within  the  cognizance  of  her  Msgesty's  govern- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Ghables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cEro.,  (&e.j  &o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  566.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington^  April  2^^  1863. 

SiE :  Tour  dispatch  of  April  9  (TSo.  369)  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  further  correspondence  which  has 
been  held  between  yourself  and  Earl  Eussell  concerning  the  intercepted 
pretended  dispatches  of  the  agents  of  the  insurgents.  The  ability  with 
which  you  have  defended  the  rights  of  the  United  States  in  this  corre- 
spondence is  appreciated,  and  the  views  you  have  submitted  to  his  lord- 
riiip  are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghables  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.y  <&c.,  &o. 


Mr.  Sewa/rd  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extract] 

No.  336.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  2^  1863. 

Sm :  Your  dispatch  of  April  9  (So.  297)  has  *been  submitted  to  the 
President. 
You  have  rightly  interpreted  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  our  views  con- 
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ceming  the  issue  of  letters  of  marque.  The  unrestrained  issue  of  pirati- 
cal vessels  from  Europe  to  destroy  our  commerce,  break  our  blockade 
of  insurrectionary  ports,  and  invade  our  loyal  coast,  would  practically 
be  a  European  war  against  the  United  States,  none  the  less  real  or 
dangerous  for  wanting  the  sanction  of  a  formal  declaration.  Congress 
has  conqnitted  to  the  President,  as  a  weapon  of  national  defense,  the 
authority  to  issue  letters  of  marque.  We  know  that  it  is  a  weapon  that 
cannot  be  handled  without  great  danger  of  annoyance  to  the  neutral 
and  Mendly  commercial  powers.  But  even  that  hazard  must  be  incur- 
red rather  than  quietly  submit  to  the  apprehended  greater  evil.  There 
are  now,  as  you  must  have  observed,  indications  that  that  apprehended 
greater  evil  may  be  averted  through  the  exercise  of  a  restraining  power 
over  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  in  Great  Britain.  Hopeful  of 
such  a  result,  we  forbear  from  the  issue  of  letters  of  marque,  and  are 
content  to  have  the  weax>on  ready  for  use  if  it  E^all  become  absolutely 
necessary. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  that,  beyond  what  we 
deem  the  original  error  of  France  in  recognizing,  unnecessarily,  as  we 
think,  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent,  we  have  every  reason  to  appre- 
ciate the  just  and  impartial  observance  of  neutrality  which  ha^  been 
practiced  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  France  by  the  government  of  the 
Emperor.  In  any  case  it  will  be  hereafter,  as  it  has  been  hertofore^  a 
pleasing  duty  to  conduct  all  our  belligerent  proceedings  so  as  to  inflict 
no  wrong  or  ii\jury  upon  the  government  or  the  people  of  the  French, 
empire. 

Tou  have  also  done  the  country  a  good  service  in  explaining,  in  your 
conversations  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  the  manner  in  which  we  have 
heretofore  maintained  our  neutrality  in  foreign  wars,  by  ei^orcing  our 
enlistment  laws,  which  are  in  all  respects  the  same  as  those  of  Great 

Britain. 

•         '     •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  Dayton,  Esq.,  cfcc.,  cfec,  ifcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  400.]  Legation  op  the  United  States. 

Landauy  May  1, 1863. 

Sni :  In  obedience  to  so  much  of  the  instructions  contained  in  your 
dispatch  No.  545,  of  the  10th  of  April,  as  relates  to  the  loan  made  here 
in  behalf  of  the  rebels,  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Bussell  on  that 
subject,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  28, 1863. 

My  Lobd  :  I  am  instructed  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  heard  with  surprise  and  regret  of  the 
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negotiation  of  a  loan  in  this  city,  with  conditions  of  security  and  pay- 
ment openly  hostile  to  the  United  States,  and  under  the  strongest  pre- 
sumption that  the  funds  thus  supplied  are  to  be  used  in  fitting  out 
expeditions,  in  violation  of  her  Mjyesty's  proclamation  and  of  the  laws  of 
the  land,  as  well  as  of  treaties  and  the  law  of  nations.  The  President 
does  not  for  a  moment  believe  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  lent 
or  will  lend  any  sanction  or  approval  to  these  proceedings.  The  painful 
fact,  nevertheless,  is  forced  upon  his  attention  that  this  loan  contains  a 
direct  engagement  with  the  armed  insurgents,  who  have  assumed  to 
control,  supply,  and  deliver  cotton  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  money 
advanced,  with  interest.  Hence  it  becomes  an  imperative  duty  to  ap- 
prise her  Majesty's  government  that  this  transaction  must  bring  to  an 
end  all  concessions,  of  whatever  form,  that  may  have  been  heretofore 
made  for  mitigating  or  alleviating  the  rigors  of  the  blockade  in  regard 
to  the  shipment  of  cotton,  l^either  can  any  title  of  any  person,  whether 
citizen  of  the  United  States  or  subject  of  a  foreign  power,  to  any  cotton 
or  other  merchandise,  which  title  is  derived  from  or  through  any  pre- 
tended insurgent  authority,  or  other  agency  hostile  to  the  United  States, 
be  respected. 

It  has  always  been,  and  it  yet  continues  to  be,  the  desire  of  my  gov- 
ernment to  do  everything  in  its  power  to  lighten  the  difficulties  which 
inevitably  follow  a  state  of  war  to  all  friendly  nations.  I  am  sure  that 
it  is  with  the  greatest  reluctance  it  finds  itself  compelled,  by  the  offen- 
sive acts  of  apparently  irresponsible  parties,  bent  upon  carrying  on  hos- 
tilities under  the  shelter  of  neutrality,  to  restrict  rather  than  to  expand 
the  avenues  of  legitimate  trade.  The  responsibility  for  this  must  rest 
mainly  u]>on  those  who,  for  motives  best  known  to  themselves,  have 
labored  and  continue  to  labor  so  strenuously  and  effectually  to  furnish 
the  means  for  the  protraction  of  the  struggle. 
Benewing,  &c., 

OHAELES  FBAiirOIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  i£o.,  i£o.,  Ac. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  409.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  8, 1863. 

Sm :  Lord  Bussell  has  acknowledged  the  reception  of  the  notice  con- 
tained in  my  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  of  which  the  particulars  were 
given  in  my  dispatoh  No.  400,  of  the  1st  instant,  in  a  note  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHABLBS  FBANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  1, 1863. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  acquainting  me  that  in  consequence  of  the  negotiation 
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in  London  of  a  loan^  with  conditions  of  security  and  payment  openly 
hostUe  to  the  United  States,  and  under  the  strongest  presumption  th£^ 
the  funds  thus  supplied  are  to  be  used  in  fitting  out  expeditions  in  vio- 
lation of  her  Msyesty's  proclamation  and  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  as  well 
as  of  treaties  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  puts  an  end  to  all  concessions,  of  whatever  form  that  may  have 
heretofore  been  made,  for  mitigating  or  alleviating  the  rigors  of  the 
blockade  in  regard  to  the  shipment  of  cotton;  and,  further,  that  the 
title  of  any  person,  whether  citizen  of  the  United  States  or  subject  of 
a  foreign  power,  to  any  cotton  or  other  merchandise,  which  title  is  derived 
from  or  through  any  pretended  insurgent  authority  or  other  agency 
hostile  to  the  United  States,  cannot  be  respected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Ghables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc,  i£o.,  i&e. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  688.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washingtonj  May  9, 1863. 

Sm :  Your  dispatch  of  April  23  (No.  385)  has  been  received.  This 
government  will  not  fail  to  do  ample  justice  to  the  good  disposition 
which  her  Majesty's  government  is  manifesting  to  repress  the  equipment 

of  hostile  vessels  from  British  ports. 

•  •  •  •  •'•  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Gbables  Fbanois  At)Ams,  Esq.,  c£c.,  c&o.,  <0o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  590.]  Depaetment  op  State, 

Washington,  May  9, 1863. 

Sm :  Your  dispatch  of  the  23d  ultimo  (So.  386)  has  been  received, 
together  with  the  copy  of  Earl  Eussell's  note  to  you  of  the  22d  of  the 
same  month,  relative  to  the  intercepted  insurgent  correspondence. 

I  have  no  reason  to  question  your  decision  not  to  prolong  the  special 
correspondence  which  you  have  held  with  his  lordi^p  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED.  * 

Ghables  Fbanois  At)Ams,  Esq.,  i&Cj  &c.,  &o. 
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Beium  to  cm  address  of  the  honorable  the  House  of  OommonSy  dated  July 
8, 1863, /or  "  copy  of  a  memorial  from  certain  ship-oioners  of  Liverpool 
to  ihe  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs^  suggesting  an  alteration  in 
the  foreign  enlistment  OdstJ* 

No.1. 

MEMOBIAIi. 

To  the  Bight  Honorable  the  Earl  Russell^  her  Majesty^s  principal  secretary 

of  state  for  the  foreign  department: 

The  memorial  of  the  nndersigiied,  ship-owners  of  Liverpool,  showeth, 
that  your  memorialists,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  British  shipping, 
view  with  dismay  the  probable  fature  consequences  of  a  state  of  alFairs 
which  x>ermits  a  foreign  belligerent  to  constmct  in  and  send  to  sea  fix)m 
British  ports  vessels  of  war,  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  law. 

That  the  immediate  effect  of  placing  at  the  disposal  of  that  foreign 
belligerent  a  very  small  number  of  steam-cruisers  has  been  to  paralyze 
the  mercantile  marine  of  a  powerful  maritime  and  naval  nation,  inflict- 
ing within  a  few  months  losses,  direct  and  indirect,  on  its  ship-owning 
and  mercantile  interests  which  years  of  x>eace  may  prove  inadequate  to 
retrieve. 

That  your  memorialists  cannot  shut  their  eyes  to  the  probability  that 
in  any  ftiture  war  between  England  and  a  foreign  power,  however  insig- 
nificant in  naval  strength,  the  example  now  set  by  subjects  of  her  Majes^ 
while  England  is  neutral  may  be  followed  by  citizens  of  other  countries, 
neutral  when  England  is  belligerent;  and  that  the  attitude  of  helplessness 
in  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  declared  their  inability  to 
detect  and  punish  breaches  of  the  law  notoriously  committed  by  certain 
of  her  M^esty's  subjects  may  hereafter  be  successftdly  imitated  by  the 
governments  of  those  other  countries  in  answer  to  EngUdi  remon- 
strances. 

That  the  experience  of  late  events  has  proved  to  the  conviction  of 
your  memorialists  that  the  possession  by  a  belligerent  of  swift  steam- 
cruizers,  under  no  necessity,  actual  or  conventional,  to  visit  the  possibly 
blockaded  home  i)orts  of  tibiat  belligerent,  but  able  to  obtain  all  requisite 
supplies  from  neutrals,  will  become  a  weapon  of  offense  against  whicdh 
no  preponderance  of  naval  strengtli  can  effectually  guard,  and  the 
severity  of  which  will  be  felt  in  the  ratio  of  the  shipping  and  mercantile 
wealth  of  the  nation  against  whose  mercantile  marine  the  efforts  of  those 
steam-cruizers  may  be  directed; 

That  the  effect  of  future  war  with  any  power  thus  enabled  to  purchase, 
prepare,  and  reflt  vessels  of  war  in  neutral  porte  wiU  inevitably  be  to 
transfer  to  neutral  flags  that  i)ortion  of  the  sea-carrying  trade  of  the 
world  which  is  now  enjoyed  by  your  memorialists  and  by  other  British 
ship-owners. 

That,  over  and  above  the  chances  of  pecuniary  loss  to  themselves, 
your  memorialists  share  in  the  regret  with  which  a  law-regarding  com- 
munity must  naturally  look  on  successful  attempts  to  evade  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  of  Parliament  passed  for  a  single  and  simple  purpose, 
but  which  has  been  found  not  to  give  the  executive  all  the  powers  needea 
for  its  effective  execution. 

That  your  memorialists  would  accordingly  respectfully  urge  upon  your 
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lordship  the  expediency  of  proposing  to  Parliament  to  sanction  the  intro- 
duction of  such  amendments  into  the  foreign  enlistment  act  as  may 
have  the  effect  of  giving  greater  power  to  the  executive  to  prevent  the 
construction  in  British  ports  of  ships  destined  for  the  use  of  belligerent-s. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  suggest  to  your  lordship  the 
importance  of  endeavoring  to  secure  the  assent  of  the  governments  of 
the  United  States  of  America  and  of  other  foreign  countries  to  the 
adoption  of  similar  regulations  in  those  countries  also. 

All  which  your  memorialists  respectfully  submit. 

Lamport  &  Holt.  James  Brown  &  Co. 

James  Baines  &  Go.  James  Poole  &  Co. 

Bichard  Nicholson  &  Son.  W.  Jacob  &  Co. 

W.  B.  Boadle.  Henry  Moore  &  Co. 

J.  Prowse  &  Co.  Imrie  &  Tomlinson. 

Currie,  Newton  &  Co.  Thomas  Chilton. 

Nelson,  Alexander.  &  Co.  Jones,  Palmer  &  Co. 

Kendall  Brown.  Famworth  &  Jardine. 

6.  S.  H.  Fletcher  &  Co.  Thomas  &  James  Harrison. 

J.  Aikin.  L.  H.  Macintyre. 

Finlay,  Campbell  &  Co.  Potter  Brothers. 

Cropper,  Ferguson  &  Co.  Ohas.  Geo.  Cowie  &  Co. 

J.  CampbfelL  W.  J.  Seally. 

S.  E.  Graved.  E.  Girvin  &  Co. 

Eankin,  Gilmour  &  Co.  C.  T.  Bowring  &  Co. 

Eathbone,  Bros.  &  Co. 
LnnsRPOOL,  June  9, 1863. 
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No.  2. 

Mr,  Hammond  to  Messrs.  Lamport  &  Holt  a/nd  others. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  July  6, 1863, 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  memorial  dated  the  9th  of  June,  signed  by  you  and  others 
of  the  merchants  at  Liverpool,  in  which  you  urge  upon  his  lordship  the 
expediency  of  proposing  to  Parliament  such  amendments  to  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  as  shall  enable  the  government  to  prevent  the  construc- 
tion in  British  ports  of  ships  destined  for  the  use  of  belligerents. 

I  am  to  state  to  you  in  reply,  that  in  Lord  Eussell's  opinion  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  is  effectual  for  all  reasonable  purposes,  and  to  the  Ml 
extent  to  which  international  law  or  comity  can  require,  provided  proof 
can  be  obtained  of  any  act  done  with  the  intent  to  violate  it. 

Even  if  the  provisions  of  the  act  were  extended,  it  would  still  be 
necessary  that  such  proof  should  be  obtained,  because  no  law  could  or 
should  be  passed  to  punish  upon  suspicion  instead  of  upon  proof. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOITD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

TSo.  663.1  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington^  July  24^  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  and  have  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  your  dispatch  of  the  10th  of  July,  No.  449.    You  may  rely,  I  think, 
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upon  everything  being  done  that  can  be  done  to  resist  the  formidable 
naval  attack  which  is  being  prepared  for  us  on  the  British  shores.  It 
may  be  hoped^  in  view  of  some  changes  which  have  recently  occurred  in 
our  milita^  situation,  that  the  British  government  will  not  be  indiffer- 
ent to  transactions  occurring  there  which  tends  so  strongly  towards 
alienation  and  war. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£e.,  d-o.,  Ac. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  480.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Latidany  Augxist  21^  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  reception  of  your  2^o.  645,  of  the  7th  of  July,  I  addressed 
a  note  of  thanks  to  Earl  Bussell  for  the  regulation  against  repacking 
gunpowder  at  BeUze,  British  Honduras,  recently  put  in  force  tiiere  by 
Governor  Seymour,  of  that  colony. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  my  letter,  and  of  his  lord- 
Bhip^s  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  August  1, 1863. 

My  Lord:  From  information  received  by, the  government  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  the  fact  has  come  to  its  knowledge  that  his 
excellency  Governor  Seymour,  of  Belize,  in  British  Honduras,  has  given 
notice  to  the  merchants  of  that  place  of  his  intention  to  enforce  the  law 
against  repacking  gunpowder  there,  and  limiting  the  quantity  of  that 
article  which  persons  may  keep  in  store.  This  proceeding  is  likely  to  have 
the  effect  to  check  a  contraband  trade  with  the  insurgents  in  the  United 
States,  by  which  they  have  heretofore  received  supplies  of  that  article, 
and  to  that  extent  is  considered  as  indicative  of  a  disposition  to  abstain 
from  participation  in  the  struggle  now  going  on. 

I  am  directed  to  make  this  fair  and  impartial  conduct  of  his  excel- 
lency the  subject  of  special  acknowledgments  to  her  Mjgesty's  govern- 
ment. 

I  pray  yonr  lordship's  acceptance,  &c., 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Sabl  Bussell,  i£o.,  <&e.,  do. 


Harl  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  August  10, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
Ist  instant,  conveying  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  government  for 
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certain  regnlations  issued  by  Governor  Seymoor  with  regard  to  gon- 
powder  at  Belize. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSBLL. 

Ghables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkc,  dkcj  &o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  689.]  -     Depaetment  op  State, 

Washingtany  September  2, 1863. 

Sm :  Edwin  G.  Eastman,  esq.,  the  United  States  consul  at  Queens- 
town,  Gork,  in  a  dispatch  of  the  14th  ultimo,  has  informed  me  of  the 
friendly  spirit  evinced  by  Eear- Admiral  Sir  I/ewis  T.  Jones,  K.  G.  B., 
commander-in-chief  of  her  Majesty's  naval  forces  at  Queenstown,  towards 
this  government,  in  his  efforts  to  prevent  the  embarkation  of  a  rebd 
crew  and  some  officers  on  board  a  vessel  off  the  port  of  Queenstown, 
supposed  to  have  been  the  Southerner.  I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to 
her  Majesty's  government,  and  to  the  rear-admiral,  a  suitable  expres- 
sion of  the  acknowledgments  of  the  President  for  so  signal  a  service. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  <0c.,  t&Cj  &o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr  Adams. 

Uo.  691.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  September  2,  1863. 

Sm :  While  the  views  of  the  probable  cause  of  events  in  England 
which  are  presented  in  your  dispatch  of  the  7th  of  August,  I^o.  466,  are 
deemed  very  reasonable  and  are  therefore  very  gratifying,  it  is  at  the 
same  time  necessary  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  we  have  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  guarantee  against  the  incursion  of  her  armed  vessels,  so 
long  threatened,  and  now  understood  to  be  well  prepared  in  British 
waters. 

It  is  also  to  be  considered  that  the  new  phase  of  affairs  in  Mexico 
creates  much  solicitude;  nor  must  we  overlook  the  strange  attitude 
which  the  Spanish  government  has  assumed  in  regard  to  the  claim  of 
extended  maritime  jurisdiction  in  Guba.  In  consideration  of  these  fact& 
this  government  is  pressing  its  preparations  for  naval  defense  with  all 
possible  energy.  This  country,  being  left  to  infer  what  it  may  from  the 
tone  of  the  European  organs,  does  infer  that  all  the  maritime  powers  of 
Europe  have  become  our  enemies.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  it  is  rap- 
idly rising  towards  the  temper  which  might  induce  a  defiance  of  them« 
I  have  studied  the  complications  of  Europe  as  carefully  as  possible,  and 
I  am  more  than  ever  unable  to  comprehend  how  it  can  now  be  the  interest 
of  Great  Britain  any  more  than  it  is  of  the  United  States  tiiat  the  two 
nations  should  be  left  to  drift  on  in  the  way  they  are  drifting,  towards 
absolute  alienation.  On  the  contrary,  I  see  in  such  a  course  only  vxi- 
necessary  dangers  to  the  United  States,  while,  if  I  do  not  misjudge^  the 
prestige  of  Great  Britain  herself  is  waning  under  the  influences  ot  our 
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altercations,  very  much  as  if  the  two  nations  were  one  country  divided 
and  distracted  by  civil  war.  iNevertheless,  I  have  looked  in  vain  for 
evidences  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  that  it  had  adopted 
any  such  views.  I  have  conversed  freely  with  Lord  Lyons  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  while  I  cannot  assume  to  speak  of  any  impressions  that  he  may 
entertain,  I  am  satisfied  that  he  would  cheerMly  do  all  that  he  may  be 
authorized  to  do  to  meliorate  the  painful  condition  of  afifairs  which  I 
have  described.  In  all  our  foreign  relations,  the  President  desires  noth- 
ing more  earnestly  than  that  those  which  we  maintain  towards  England 
may  be  amicable  and  ever  cordial.  Ko  wise  President  can  wish  difter- 
entiy.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  know  whether  you  discern  any  evidences  of 
such  a  disx>osition  in  the  governing  circles  of  Great  Britain. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  these  suggestions  do  not  proceed 
from  any  change  that  has  occuired  here,  or  is  foreseen^  calculated  to 
shake  our  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  cause  of  the  Union,  either  in 
the  field  or  in  popular  elections.  That  confidence  has  never  known  the 
least  degree  of  variation  or  abatement.  We  act  uniformly  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  this  nation  stands  on  its  broad  foundations  a6  ss^ely  as  any  ex- 
isting State  in  Europe.  You  see  much  debate  in  the  newspapers  concern- 
ing terms  and  conditions  of  peace,  and  in  these  debates  very  earnest  dis- 
cussion of  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in  regard  to  slavery.  The  parties  in 
these  debates  affect  a  knowledge  of  the  special- views  of  the  President 
and  of  members  of  his  administration.  It  is,  perhaps,  proper  that  you 
should  know  that  the  executive  government,  instead  of  being  occupied 
with  these  discussions,  regards  them  as  premature,  and  is  msonly 
engaged  in  the  duty  of  averting  foreign  war  and  suppressing  the  insur- 
rection by  military  and  naval  preparations  and  operations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£e.,  <£c.,  <£c. 


Mr»  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  499.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

L(mdonj  September  17, 1863. 

SiH :  I  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Bussell,  dated  the  11th 
instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  1st  of  August,  already  forwarded  with 
my  dispatch  No.  480,  both  in  relation  to  the  suDject  to  which  my  atten- 
tion was  called  by  your  No.  645^  of  the  7th  of  JiQy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  September  11, 1863. 

Sib  :  Tour  letter  of  the  1st  ultimo,  conveying  the  thanks  of  the  United 
States  government  for  certain  regulations,  in  regard  to  gunpowder, 
issued  by  the  lieutenant-governor  of  British  Honduras,  was  forwarded  in 
due  course  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies,  and  I  have  now  the 


606  ENFOECEMENT  OP  NEUTEALITY. 

honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  firom  his  grace,  in  reply,  a 
letter  stating  that  it  will,  no  donbt,  be  satisfactory  to  Governor  Seymonr 
to  learn  that  any  measures  of  his  have  a  tendency  to  promote  Mendly 
relations  with  foreign  governments. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle,  however,  observes  that  as  Governor  Sey- 
mour's measures  respecting  the  export  and  repacking  of  gunpowder,  and 
the  limitation  of  the  quantity  to  be  kept  in  store,  may  be  attributed  to 
a  policy  other  than  neutral,  and  which  it  would  not  be  possible  to  en- 
force consistently,  his  grace  thinks  it  right  to  state  that  he  has  not 
received  irom  Governor  Seymour  any  report  of  the  adoption  of  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  export  of  gunpowder  to  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States,  though  he  is  aware  that  it  occasionally  becomes  necessary  to 
take  strong  measures  for  preventing  supplies  of  gunpowder  being 
obtained  by  Indian  tribes  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  colony,  whose 
peaceable  demeanor  cannot  always  be  relied  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EIJSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£<?.,  <&c.,  dke. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams* 

No.  740.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  24, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispat<^h  of  the  1st  of  October,  (No.  504.) 
The  very  able  speech  made  by  Earl  Eussell  at  Blairgowiie  is,  in  its 
more  important  aspects,  so  just  and  liberal  towards  the  United  States 
that  it  cannot  fail  to  modify  the  sentiments  of  asperity  hitherto  prevail- 
ing among  the  people  in  both  countries. 

Every  day's  experience  of  new  difficulties  in  the  conduct  of  the  rela- 
tions of  the  two  countries  upon  principles  which  render  possible  the  dis- 
patch of  armed  naval  expeditions  from  British  ports  to  make  war  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  could  not  fail  to  increase  anxiety  here, 
and  irritation  in  both  countries.  It  is  not  forgotten  by  this  government 
that  one  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  has  already 
arisen  out  of  controversies  about  neutral  rights,  not  more  serious  than 
those  with  which  we  are  now  so  constantly  engaged.  The  United  States, 
at  all  times,  sincerely  deprecating  a  recurrence  of  that  form  of  national 
calamity,  must  necessarily  deprecate  it  now  more  earnestly  than  they 
have  done  heretofore,  for  the  .obvious  reason  that  it  would  coincide  with 
and  aggravate  a  painful  civil  conflict.  We  have  never  doubted  that  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  ate  as  sincerely  opposed  to  an  unnecessary 
disturbance  of  our  mutual  peace  as  we  ourselves  are,  and,  therefore,  we 
have  been  anxious  that  her  Majesty's  ministers  should  understand,  as 
clearly  as  we  do,  the  dangers  towards  which,  as  it  has  seemed  to  us.  we 
were  drifting.  It  would  be  no  more  congenial  with  the  disposition  or  the 
President  to  use  those  apprehensions  by  way  of  menace  or  intimidation 
to  Great  Britain  than  it  would  be  consistent  with  the  generous  spirit  of 
Great  Britain  to  be  approached  in  that  manner.  In  the  absence  of  speci- 
fications, I  have  not  been  able  to  find  in  your  correspondence  with  Earl 
Eussell  anything  which,  dispassionately  interpreted,  could  justly  expose 
you  to  censure  in  this  respect.  If,  however,  anything  of  the  kind  should 
be  indicated  to  you,  or  should  occur  either  on  your  part  or  on  mine,  the 
President  wUl  expect  that  such  explanations  shall  be  made  as  her 
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Mtgesty's  goyemment,  with  a  jnst  regard  to.  the  sensibilities  of  the 
British  nation,  may  require.  . 

Hie  transactions  in  which  we  are  engaged  are  too  great,  and  our 
responsibilities  concerning  them  are  too  grave,  to  allow  us  for  a  moment 
the  indulgence  of  individual  irritation,  or  even  of  the  national  jealousy 
which  is  quick  in  seeking  or  in  giving  occasions  of  offense.  Great 
Britain  has  this  one  advantage  over  us  in  all  these  cases,  that  the  diffi- 
culties between  the  two  countries  result  directly  from  a  domestic  feud 
of  our  own,  in  which  unnatural  and  disloyal  Americans  are,  with  infinite 
art  and  labor,  seeking  to  involve  foreign  and  friendly  nations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAJtf  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (&c.j  &c,j  dsc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  756.]  Department  op  State, 

WasMngUmy  November  9, 1863. 

We  shall  persevere  in  the  course  we  have  hitherto  pursued  of  culti- 
vating the  friendship  we  so  consistently  cherish,  unless  we  sh^iU  be 
obliged  to  change  it  by  one  of  two  events,  neither  of  which  we  expect  to 
happen ;  namely,  first,  that  new  hostUe  naval  expeditions  come  out  from 
British  ports  to  make  war  upon  us  on  the  high  seas  or  in  our  ports ; 
second,  that  Great  Britain  shall  cease  to  recognize  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States  as  it  is  now  recognized.  K  neither  of  these  events 
shall  happen,  we  shall  not  only  be  content  to  leave  to  such  British 
statesmen  as  choose  to  exercise  it  the  indulgence  of  hostile  declamation 
against  our  country,  but  we  shall  try,  as  we  are  now  doing,  to  counter- 
act here  the  resulting  effects  of  such  illiberal  demonstrations.  It  would 
be  a  common  misfortune,  however,  of  tiie  two  countries,  if  this  policy 
should  be  misunderstood  in  England,  so  as  to  induce  a  belief  that  the 
United  States  are  disposed  now  to  submit  to  what  they  nave  heretofore 

declared  would  be  intolerable  iiyuries  on  the  part  of  any  foreign  power. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkc.^  dcj  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

STo.  761.]  Department  of  State 

Washington^  November  16, 1863. 

SiE :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  executive  document  Ko.  103,  first  session  33d . 
Congress,  which  contains  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Marcy  and 
the  ministers  of  Great  Britain  and  France  here,  at  the  opening  of  the 
Crimean  war.    Your  attention  is  particularly  invited  to  that  part  of 
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the  correspondence  which  relates  to  the  expectations  of  those  govern- 
ments  in  regard  to  the  equipment  of  privateers  in  this  country. 
I  am.  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Hon.  Ghables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.y  &c.j  &o. 
[For  inclosure,  see  General  Appendix,  Ko.  5.] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  686.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoUj  Ja/nuary  28, 1864. 
Sm:  ••****• 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  his  lordship's  note  of  the  23d  instant,  acknowledg- 
ing mine  of  the  20th,  transmitted  with  my  No.  580.  of  the  21st  instant. 
•  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAELES  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  BuaseU  to  Mr,  Adams, 

FoBEiaN  Office,  January  23, 1864. 

SiB  ^  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  20th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  papers  purporting  to  naturalize  a3 
citizens  of  the  so-caUed  Gonfederate  States  two  British  subjects  serving 
on  board  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  copies  of  these  papers  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
proper  department  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  htoor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Ghables  Fbanois  Adajiis,  Esq.,  i£c.,  dkc,^  dkc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  608.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  3, 1864. 

Sm:  Under  the  directions  contained  in  your  "No.  834,  of  the  6th  of 
February,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  on  the  subject  of  the 
steamer  WiU-o'-the-Wisp.  Gopies  of  that  and  of  his  lordship's  reply  are 
herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAELES  FEAUCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewasd, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russelll 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  February  22, 1864. 

My  Lobd  :  I  am  directed  by  my  government  to  represent  to  your  lord- 
ship that  it  has  been  advised  of  the  early  departure  from  the  port  of 
Halifax  of  the  British  steamer  Will-o'-the-Wisp,  in  ballast,  for  the  island 
of  Bermuda,  on  account  of  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States,  and 
under  the  direction  of  their  agents  now  having  harbor  at  Halifax;  fur- 
Uiermore,  that,  on  arriving  at  Bermuda,  this  steamer  will  take  in 
ordnance  and  stores  for  the  use  of  the  insurgents,  and  attempt  to  make 
her  way  into  Wilmington,  all  under  the  direction  of  emissaries  of  the 
insurgents  at  Bermuda. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  the  efforts  pertinaciously  made  to 
procrastinate  this  struggle  in  America  should  appe^ir  to  be  exclusively 
undertaken  from  the  kingdom  of  her  Majesty  and  its  various  dependen- 
cies. There  is  evidently  an  impression  widely  spread  in  the  latter  that 
all  evasions  of  neutrality  not  positively  flagrant  may  escape  reprehen- 
sion. I  am  requested,  very  respectfully,  to  suggest  to  your  lordshij) 
that  the  colonial  authorities  at  Bermuda  may  be  apprised  of  this  hostile 
proceeding,  in  order  that,  if  deemed  advisable,  it  may  be  arrested. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Eat?,l  Bussell,  &c.^  dkc,  i&o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams.. 

No.  802.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Jamiary  6, 1864. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  11th  of  December  (No.  554)  has  been 
received,  and  your  proceedings  therein  related  concerning  the  pirate 
Bappahannock  are  approved. 

I  acknowledge  also  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber, (No.  555,)  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
which  has  taken  x>l^c  between  yourself  and  Earl  Russell  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  enlistment  of  pirates  and  equipment  of  ships  of  war  by  Brit- 
ish subjects,  and  their  naval  operations  on  the  high  seas  against  the 
ifnarmed  merchantmen  of  the  United  States.  The  papers  which  you  have 
thus  submitted  to  his  lordship  prove  beyond  a  possible  doubt  that  a 
systematic  naval  war  has  been  carried  on  for  more  than  a  year  by  sub- 
jects of  her  Majesty,  from  the  British  islands  as  a  base,  and  there  is 
every  reason  for  believing  that  unremitted  efforts  are  made  to  give  that 
warfare  increased  vigor  and  extension.  It  now  appears  from  these 
papers  that  the  belligerents  have  a  regularly  constituted  treasury  and 
counting-houses,  with  agents  in  London  for  paying  the  wages  of  the 
British  subjects  who  are  enlisted  there  in  this  nefarious  service.  Hith- 
erto, remonstrances  made  by  the  United  States  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  been  held  inconclusive  and  unsatisfactory,  because  it  was  ' 
said  that  they  were  not  attended, with  such  clear,  direct,  and  conclusive 
proofs  of  the  offenses  complained  of  as  would  enable  the  government  to 
arrest  the  offenders  and  apply  judicial  correction  to  the  practices  indi- 
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cated.  It  seems  to  the  President  that  this  difficulty  has  now  been  ftdly 
and  completely  removed.  Having  recently  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 
her  Majesty's  government  flagrant  violations  of  our  national  rights  of  a 
similar  kind  attempted  in  her  Majesty's  Korth  American  provinces,  and 
having  still  more  recently  given  to  Earl  Eussell,  through  your  hands, 
the  avowal  of  all  these  transactions  by  domestic  conspirators  against 
the  United  States,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  inform  you  that  the  Presi- 
dent awaits  with  deep  concern  a  determination  by  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment of  the  grave  question  which  you  have  been  instructed  to  submit 
to  them,  namely,  whether  that  government  will  adopt  any  new  measures 
to  put  an  end  to  practices  which  are  not  less  intolerable  to  the  United 
States  than  they  are  inconsistent  with  the  neutrality  which  her  Majesty 
has  proclaimed  and  enjoined  upon  all  of  her  subjects.  In  writing  so 
earnestly  upon  this  subject,  I  do  not  by  any  means  forget  that  recently 
her  Majesty's  government  have  taken  measures  to  detain  certain  vessels 
which  were  being  built  for  the  puri)ose  of  carrying  on  war  with  the 
United  States,  nor  do  I  overlook  the  fact  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  promised  due  attention  to  a  special  complaint  which  is  referred  to 
in  this  communication.  The  President  does  not,  in  the  least,  doubt  that 
her  Majesty's  government  are  earnestly  and  seriously  engaged  in  con- 
sidering several  of  such  complaints,  distinctly  and  separately.  Never- 
theless, I  trust  that  I  shall  not  be  thought  unreasonably  importunate  in 
asking  you  again  to  press  the  general  subject  upon  the  attention  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  in  the  light  of  the  facts  now  first  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  this  department.  Alarming  events  are  occurring  on  our 
borders ;  prosecutions  are  pending  in  Great  Britain.  We  have  been 
obliged  to  institute  a  special  naval  and  military  police  in  the  port  of 
Kew  York,  which  must  soon  prove  as  annoying  to  lawful  traders  from 
friendly  states  as  to  our  own  citizens,  and  thus  new  irritations  are  aris- 
ing, and  new  controversies  are  gathering  up  between  the  two  countries. 
On  our  part,  we  trace  all  the  evils  to  an  unnecessary,  and^  as  we  think, 
an  anomalous  recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  insurgents  as 
a  naval  power  who  have  no  pretensions  to  that  title.  We  desire  to 
know  whether,  after  all  its  gross  abuses  and  injurious  cbnsequences,  that 
concession  must  remain  unrevoked  and  immodified  t  If  it  must  remain, 
then  we  desire  to  know  whether  her  Majesty's  government  can  apply  a 
ciire  to  these  abuses  and  consequences,  or  whether  we  are  expected  to 
devise  and  provide  the  proper  remedies  I  If  the  British  government  is 
'  to  do  nothing,  and  the  United  States  everything,  I  know  not  what  se- 
curity commerce  can  ever  have  hereafter  against  universal  practices  of 
privateering  and  piracy,  except  that  even  the  lawful  trade  between 
friendly  countries  must  be  carried  on  under  the  protection  of  ever  pres- 
ent and  adequate  armed  force. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  cfec,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adaim. 

No.  917.]  Department  of  State, 

WasUnffton^  April  22, 1864 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  confidential  dispatch  of  the  8th  of  April, 
No.  651,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  London  Times,  which  contains  the 
reason  assigned  by  the  law  lords  for  their  decision  dismissing  the  appeal 
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of  the  Alexandra.  I  have  expressed,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Evarts,  the  view 
I  have  taken  of  the  course  to  be  pursued  on  that  subject  in  London,  and 
I  have  transmitted  to  you  a  copy  of  that  communicatioD. 

I  have  submitted  to  the  President  the  refleetionsupon  the  temper  and 
disposition  of  the  British  nation  as  they  are  affected  by  our  civil  war, 
with  which  you  have  favored  me.  The  correctness  of  your  views  is 
established  by  the  &tct  that  the  insurgents  manifestly  have  a  bold^gor- 
ous,  and  efiective  party  in  both  houses  of  Parliament  and  in  the  British 
press,  which  party  is  confessedly  influential  in  the  general  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs,  while  the  United  States  seem  to  have  in  the  Brit- 
ish legislature  and  in  the  British  press  no  advocates  or  defenders,  except 
persons  who,  however  great  their  ability  and  worth,  are^  nevertheless, 
practically  excluded  from  the  conduct  of  national  affairs.  There  is, 
moreover,  a  marked  habit  prevailing  in  Great  Britain  of  comparing 
British  resources  and  achievements  with  American  resources  and  achieve- 
ments, and  this  is  done  so  unnecessarily,  and  often  in  a  spirit  so  illiberj^ 
as  to  indicate  a  spirit  of  rivalry.  Our  civil  war  has  endured  three 
years.  It  has  necessarily  brought  up  many  irritating  and  perplexing 
questions  between  the  two  countries.  I  think  it  would  be  safe  to  say 
that  no  belligerent  state  ever  bore  itself  more  forbearingly  towards  a 
neutral  power  whose  subjects  committed  so  many  injuries  and  provo- 
cations .than  we  have  done  towards  Great  Britain.  1  think  it  equally 
clear  that  no  neutral  power  was  ever  more  unyielding  and  more  exact- 
ing towards  a  belligerent  than  Great  Britain  has  been  towards  the 
United  States.  Tour  inference  from  this  condition  of  things  is  that 
this  government  must  apply  itself  with  the  greatest  possible  energy  to 
bring  the  civil  war  to  a  speedy  and  triumphant  conclusion,  or  else  it 
may  have  reason  to  expect  conflict  with  Great  Britain  and  with  her 
allies.  While,  however,  we  accept  this  wise  counsel,  it  would  be  unjust 
on  my  part  toward  the  Treasury,  War,  and  I^avy  Departments^  were  I 
to  withhold  the  expression  of  a  thorough  and  deliberate  conviction  that 
the  war  is  conducted  with  all  the  energy  and  skill  which  any  adminis- 
tration of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  their  circumstances 
could  command. 

The  conflict  is  indeed  a  great  one,  and  the  ideas  and  interests  which 
sustain  the  parties  engaged  in  it  render  it  fierce  and  obstinate.  We 
must,  therefore,  accept  the  case  as  it  is — a  case  of  severe  domestic  trial, 
with  continual  danger  of  foreign  intervention.  We  have  before  us  but 
one  line  of  duty — ^that  is,  the  way  of  perseverance.  It  is  the  course  we 
have  pursued  hitherto.  It  will  save  us  now,  unless  we  are  to  be  lost. 
That  this  nation  can  be  lost  is  a  conclusion  that  neither  our  virtue  nor 
our  patriotism  nor  even  our  reason  can  accept. 

I  will  not  say  how  great  our  confidence  in  the  opening  campaign  is. 
Events  are  so  near  that  we  can  more  wisely  wait  for  them  than  antici- 
pate them.  Nor  can  we  prudently  forget  that  of  all  human  transactions 
those  of  war  are^  in  their  sequence,  the  most  uncertain  and  capricious, 
although  the  ultimate  results  are  a  subject  of  political  calculation.  We 
have  the  conviction  that  the  national  cause  is  in  afar  stronger  condition 
now  than  it  has  been  at  any  previous  stage  of  the  civil  war,  while  the 
disunion  forces  seem  weaker  than  at  any  time  heretofore.  The  mari- 
time powers  whose  interference  is  to  be  apprehended  if  we  shall  be  un- 
fortunate, seem  to  me  to  be  somewhat  less  at  liberty  to  engage  against 
us  now  than  they  have  hitherto  been.  I  think  it  certain  that  we  have 
more  friends  and  fewer  enemies  abroad  now  than  we  have  had  at  former 
periods  of  the  war.  Thus  time  seems  to  be  favoring  us,  and  time  is 
always  the  best  friend  of  justice  and  truth.    Nor  is  it  necessary  to  sup- 
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press  the  conviction,  that  pacific  as  the  temper  of  the  American  people 
is,  yet  that  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  which  they  have  hitherto  ma^e  are 
inconsiderable  compared  with  what  they  would  make  if  now  assailed  by 
a  foreign  enemy.  Practically,  there  is  no  longer  a  hearing  in  the  country 
fpr  a  man  who  counsels  fear  of  the  enemy  at  home ;  much  less  would 
there  be  a  hearing  for  one  who  should  counsel  submission  to  aggression 
from  abroad.  These  are  the  grounds  upon  which  the  President  builds 
his  hope  that  we  shall  pass  safely  through  the  trials  which  are  before  us. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  a  SBWAIO). 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ci^c,  c£?c.,  ibc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  919.]  Department  of  State, 

WasHngton^  April  23, 1864. 

Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  April 
8^  Ko.  646,  with  its  complement,  namely,  a  copy  of  articles  of-  asso- 
ciation for  the  organization  of  a  joint  stock  company,  whose  object  is 
to  carry  supplies  from  British  ports  to  the  insurgents,  under  a  con- 
tract with  the  insurgent  cabal  at  Eichmond.  The  project  appears  quite 
portentous  on  paper,  and  doubtlessly  it  is  sufftcient  to  require  prepara- 
tions to  defeat  it  by  our  naval  forces.  These  forces  are  now  being  vigor- 
ously augmented.  The  movements  of  our  military  and  naval  forces  are 
likely  to  cause  some  new  embarrassments  to  their  schemes,  wkich  these 
shameless  confederates  do  not  now  appear  to  have  anticipated.  I  am 
desirous  not  to  multiply  unnecessary  complaints  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. Those  which  have  already  been  presented  are  sufficient  to  render 
the  relation  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  uncomfort- 
able. Nevertheless,  I  do  not  think  this  new  combination  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  go  into  activity  without  special  remonstrance.  It  is  flagrantly 
incompatible  with  the  neutrality  which  her  Majesty's  government  have 
proclaimed^  and  is  directly  subversive  of  peace  and  amity  between  the 
two  countries.  It  obliges  the  United  States,  for  purposes  of  self-defense, 
to  impose  restrictions  upon  trade  with  Great  Britain  and  with  her  colo- 
nies. It  sets  a  precedent  for  maritime  nations  which  must  be  of  evil 
effect.  In  this  respect  its  consequences  are  incalculable  if  Europe  is. 
destined  to  become  involved  in  any  general  war. 

Submitting  to  your  discretion  all  questions  of  time,  of  form,  and  of 
language,  the  President  expects  you  to  remonstrate  with  her  Majesty's 
government  upon  the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c,j  &c.j  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

^0.  684.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  12,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  by  Mr.  Bravay,|the 
ostensible  claimant  of  the  iron-clad  rams,  that  he  is  now  too  busy  in 
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obtaining  another  election  to  the  French  Chambers  to  attend  to  this 
matter,  the  trial  fixed  for  the  27th  instant  has  been  postponed  to  the  6th 
of  June. 

I  received  notice  this  morning  by  telegram  from  Mr.  Fox,  the  consul 
at  Plymouth,  that  some  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  Avon,  which  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  Florida  on  the  30th  of  March,  have  been  landed  there. 
The  morning  newspapers  report  the  Florida  to  have  arrived  at  St.  Ka- 
zaire,  in  France. 

There  appears  to  be  some  attempt  going  on  here  to  concentrate  what- 
ever naval  force  may  be  gathered  by  the  rebels,  for  objects  which  I  do 
not  quite  penetrate.  Officers  are  reported  to  me  as  continually  coming 
over  in  the  steamers,  whilst  I  learn  that  efforts  are  steadily  continued  at 
Liverpool  and  here  to  add  to  the  inducements  to  seamen  to  enlist.  It  is 
possible  that  the  rebel  agents  count  upon  getting  one  or  more  of  the 
four  steamers  which  are  in  process  of  construction  for  them  in  France ; 
and  perhaps  upon  the  release  of  the  Bappahannock,  though  that  event 

seems  less  likely  of  the  two. 

•  •  *.•  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1018.]  DEPARTMENT  OP  STATE, 

Wa^hingtonj  July  2,  1864. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  June,  No.  721,  has  been  received. 
It  is  accompanied  by  a  complaint  from  Earl  Eussell,  that  certain  United 
States  vessels  had  violated  the  neutrality  regulations  of  the  British 
government  in  the  Bahama  islands.  I  shall  at  once  request  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  investigate  these  complaints.  In  the  mean  time  you 
can  hardly  omit  to  inform  Earl  Kussell  that  the  whole  of  the  British 
West  India  islands  are  practically  used  by  our  insurgent  enemies  as  a 
base  for  hostile  operations  against  the  United  States,  and  the  profits 
derived  by  British  subjects  from  these  enterprises  are  avowed  in  every 
part  of  the  British  empire  with  as  much  freedom  and  as  much  satisfac- 
tion as  if  the  operations  were  in  conformity  with  international  law  and 
with  treaties. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c,^  &c.j  &c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.  J 

No.  854.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  12, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  1195  and  from  1197  to  1211  inclusive. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Loudon  Times  of  the  11th 
instant,  containing  a  long  communication  from  the  writer  who  signs  him- 
self Historicus,  Tl^us  far  the  British  policy  has  had  the  practi^  effect 
of  giving,  to  the  insurgents  the  privileges  without  entaUing  ui>on  them 
much  of  the  responsibUities  of  a  belligerent.  This  has  tempted  them  to 
encroach  somewhat  beyond  tiie  power  of  endurance.  It  is  a  little  un- 
lucky for  tiiiB  government  that  it  is  driven  by  the  rebels  to  manifest 
resentment  just  at  the  moment  of  the  most  marked  decline  of  their 
power.^  For  this  reason  I  doubt  whether  much  earnestness  can  be 
expectied  in  its  action.  It  is,  nevertheless,  something  of  a  symptom  that 
the  Times  is  willing  to  open  its  columns  to  so  unequivocal  a  condemnation 
of  their  proceedings.  Whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  it  on  the  govern- 
ment, it  will  be  useful  in  checking  the  tendencies  of  a  large  class  of 
readers  of  that  newspaper,  as  weU  as  of  the  provincial  presses  |Fhich 
habitually  follow  its  lead.  The  chances  now  are  that  under  the  late 
blows  the  aristocratic  sympathy  with  the  reb^a  as  a  righteous  cause  may 
shrink  into  rather  small  dimensions.  That  which  commenced  in  an 
attempt  to  perpetrate  upon  the  intelligence  of  Europe  a  fraud  of  the 
most  flagrant  character  will  scarcely  fail  in  the  long  run  to  betray  its 
true  nature  through  acts  that  defy  all  excuse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRA:I^CIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  inclosure  see  General  Appendix,  Ko.  3.] 


ilr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

ISo.  1256.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  January  30,  1865. 

Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  12tb 
of  January. 

I  have  read  with  much  interest  the  letter  of  "  Historicus,  ^  in  the 
Times,  to  which  you  have  directed  my  attention.  The  publication  clears 
up  a  mystery  which  I  had  found  insoluble,  and  which  for  that  reason 
was  giving  me  some  uneasiness. 

I  give  you  herewith  a  copy  of  two  pretended  dispatches  of  John  Sli- 
dell,  at  Paris,  to  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  in  Eichmond,  which  were  written 
on  the  28th  of  November  and  on  the  13th  of  December,  respectively. 
In  the  first  the  emissary  writes  to  the  conspirator  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  or  Lord  Cowley,  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  to  him  on  the  subject  of  a  certain  communication  of 
Benjamin,  described  as  No.  42.  SlideU  adds,  however,  that  as  Lord 
Cowley  has  now  returned  to  Paris,  and  as  both  he  and  M.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  are  invited  guests  of  the  Emperor  at  Compiegne  during  this 
week,  Slidell  thinks  that  the  subject  will  be  broached  there.  At  least, 
(so  he  says,)  "  such  is  the  opinion  of  my  friend  at  the  Affaires  fitran- 
gferes.^  Slidell,  continuing  the  subject,  says  to  Benjamin:  "Mr.  Hotze 
will  have  informed  you  that,  after  diligent  inquiry,  he  cannot  find  that 
any  instructions  relating  to  our  crusiers  or  their  prizes  have  recently 
issued  from  the  admiralty.  When  the  minister  of  foreign  a£&irs  returns 
to  Paris,  I  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  anything  has 
been  said  or  done  by  him  in  the  matter.'' 
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Benewing  the  subject  in  the  paper  of  the  33th  of  December,  Slidell 
informs  Benjamin  that,  for  some  reason  or  other,  Lord  Gowley  did  not 
avail  himself  of  his  invitation  to  Gompi^gne,  (before  mentioned,)  and 
only  returned  from  London  a  few  days  since.  But  Slidell  adds,  that 
during  Lord  Cowley's  absence,  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  had  not  neglected 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  British  government,  as  he  had  before 
promised,  to  the  subject  of  Benjamin's  dispatch,  described  as  No.  43,  as 
will  appear  by  the  following  extract  fipom  a  letter  which  Slidell  had 
received  from  his  Mend  at  the  Foreign  Office.  The  extract  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  , 

"  M,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  has  written  to  our  embassador  in  London  about 
the  proposal  of  your  government  relative  to  neutral  goods  on  board 
enemies'  vessels,  and  wishes  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  English  cabinet 
on  that  subject.  He  also,  in  conversation  with  the  ministers  of  the 
marine  and  commerce^  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  proposal  wou](d  be 
very  acceptable.  He  is  waiting  for  an  answer,  which  I  will  not  fail  to  ask 
him  to  communicate  to  me." 

Slidell  closes  up  the  subject  with  the  remark,  that  he  expects  soon  to 
learn  the  result  of  this  overture  to  the  British  government. 

The  mystery  which  I  have  mentioned  arose  out  of  our  ignorance  of  the 
contents  of  Benjamin's  so-called  dispatch  Ko.  43,  which  was  the  basis  of 
an  intrigue  intended  to  be  carried  on  by  an  emissary  at  Paris,  through 
the  agency  of  a  spy  in  the  French  Foreign  Office,  with  the  expected, 
but  withheld,  co-operation  of  the  British  embassador  at  the  imx)erial  court 
I  now  learn  the  character  of  that  proposition  &om  the  publication  of 
"  Historicus, "  in  the  Times.  Benjamin,  with  gentle  coercion,  proposes  to 
France  and  England  modifications  of  their  practice  in  regard  to  captures 
by  rebel  cruisers,  as  follows : 

First,  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  under  enemy's  flag,  with  cargo  wholly  ot 
in  part  belonging  to  neutrals,  Mr.  Benjamin  says  that,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  this  case  would  present  no  embarrassments.  The  cap- 
tured vessel  would  be  taken  into  a  port  of  the  captors,  or  of  a  neutral 
country,  the  portion  of  the  cargo  belonging  to  the  neutral  would  be 
delivered  to  the  owners,  and  the  vessel,  with  such  portion  of  the  cargo 
as  belongs  to  the  enemy,  would  be  condemned  as  prize.  Benjamin  then 
proceeds  thus :  ^'  The  action  of  neutral  governments  has  placed  serious 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  doing  justice  to  their  own  people.  They  have 
closed  their  ports  to  the  admission  of  captured  vessels,  and  have  thus 
rendered  it  impossible  to  make  deliyery  in  their  own  ports  of  the  pro- 
perty of  their  own  subjects,  found  on  board  of  vessels  of  our  enemies, 
while  it  would  be  exi)osing  those  vessels  to  almost  certain  recapture  to 
attempt  to  bring  them  into  our  ports,  for  the  captured  vessels  are  almost 
invariably  sailing  vessels,  and  the  enemy's  cruisers  off  our  ports  are 
steamers."  Mr.  Benjamin,  after  thus  presenting  the  case,  concludes  upon 
it  as  follows :  If,  for  instance,  Great  Britain  will  not  permit  a  captured 
enemy's  vessel  to  be  carried  into  one  of  her  ports  for  the  puri>ose  of 
their  delivery  to  a  British  subject  of  his  goods  found  on  board,  she 
would  certainly  have  no  just  ground  of  complaint  that  the  goods  were 
not  restored  to  their  owner.  If,  therefore,  on  the  renewed  representa- 
tions we  are  about  to  make,  we  find  neutral  nations  persist  in  refusing 
to  receive  the  property  of  their  subjects  in  their  own  ports,  when  cap- 
tured by  us  on  enemy's  vessels,  it  wiU  become  necessary  to  instruct  our 
cruisers  to  destroy  such  jwoperty  whenever  they  are  unable  to  bring  the 
prize  into  our  i)orts.  Benjamin,  by  way  of  stimulating  her  Majesty's 
government  to  prompt  compliance  with  these  insurgent  demands,  com- 
placently assumes  that  the  commanders  of  our  national  cruisers  should 
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be  instructed  to  continue  tlieir  former  practice  of  allowing  the  enemy  to 
ransom  his  vessel  in  cases  where  the  neutral  property  on  board  is  of 
large  value,  or  bears  any  considerable  proportion  to  that  of  the  enemy. 
But  if  a  ransom  bond  is  refuged,  or  if  the  proportion  of  neutral  property 
is  small  compared  with  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  the  hostile  cargo, 
the  whole  should  be  destroyed  whenever  the  prize  cannot  be  brought 
into  a  port  of  our  own  or  a  neutral  country. 

Having  thus,  in  this  manner,  di^lposed  of  the  first  assumed  ca«e,  he 
proceeds  to  state  a  second  one,  namely :  a  vessel  really  neutral,  with 
cargo  wholly  or  in  part  belonging  to  the  enemy.  Benjamin  then  states 
the  rebel  practice  upon  the  case  thus  assumed,  as  follows :  "The  cruisers 
of  the  confederacy  will  therefore  allow'  vessels  of  neutrals  to  pass  free, 
unless  laden  with  goods  contraband  of  war ;  the  contraband  goods,  if 
not  the  property  of  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  are  to  be  taken  out  3"  practi- 
cable, and  ti*ansshipped  or  destroyed,  and  she  is  to  be-allowed  to  continue 
her  voyage.  But  if  the  owner  of  the  vessel  has  put  on  board  contraband 
goods  belonging  to  himself,  destined  for  the  enemy's  country,  he  thereby 
forfeits  the  neutral  character,  and  the  ship  is  to  be  considered  an  enemy's 
vessel,  and  to  be  dealt  with  as  such.  No  conflict  with  neutral  powers 
on  this  subject  is  apprehended,  as  they  have  with  entire  unanimity  is- 
sued proclamations  forbidding  their  vessels,  during  the  present  war. 
from  engaging  in  contraband  trade,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  national 
protection.'' 

Benjamin  then  draws  under  review  a  third  case,  namely :  a  vessel 
ostensibly  neutral,  but  really  hostile,  fraudulently  placed  under  a  neutral 
flag,  and  furnished  with  ^udulent  papers,  to  protect  her  from  cap- 
ture. 

In  regard  to  this  case,  Benjamin  avows  this  to  be  the  practice  of  the 
rebels :  "  The  captain  (of  the  cruiser)  should  in  any  case  make  rigid  ex- 
amination of  the  papers  and  documents  of  every  vessel  sailing  under  a 
neutral  flag,  known  to  have  belonged  to  the  enemy  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  He  should  take  into  consideration  the  nature  of  the 
trade  in  which  the  vessel  is  engaged,  the  national  character  of  the  mas- 
ter, the  papers  found  on  board,  the  place  at  which  the  alleged  sale  to  the 
neutral  took  effect,  by  delivery  of  the  vessel,  and  every  other  circum- 
stance tending  to  establish  the  true  nature  of  the  transfer,  and  to  satisfy 
his  mind  whether  the  vessel  be  really  neutral,  or  merely  disguised  as 
such.  If  the  captured  vessel  has  double  sets  of  papers,  or  if  papers 
have  been  destroyed  or  subducted  by  her  master  during  the  chase,  or  if 
she  has  continued  in  the  same  course  of  trade  and  under  the  same  mas- 
ter since  the  alleged  sale  to  the  neutral,  it  may  be  safely  concluded  that 
the  propert;^'  is  still  hostile,  and  covered  by  fittudulent  use  of  neutral  flag. 
In  these  and  aU  other  cases  where  there  is  great  and  decided  preponder- 
ance of  evidence  to  show  that  the  vessel  is  really,  enemy's  proi)erty,  the 
cruiser  must  act  on  his  conviction,  and  treat  her  as  such,  leaving  to  his 
government  the  responsibility  of  satisfying  any  neutral  claim  for  her 
value.  But  when  the  commander  has  serious  doubts  as  to  the  true 
character  of  the  transfer,  it  will  be  proper  rather  to  dismiss  the  vessel, 
if  she  cannot  be  brought  into  port,  than  to  exercise  a  harsh  and  doubt- 
ful right."^ 

These  are  the  new  positions  assumed  by  the  rebels  of  the  United 
States,  recognized  as  a  belligerent  by  the  principal  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  in  derogation  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States.  The  po- 
sitions dispense  in  every  case  with  the  necessity  of  ports  and  courts,  and 
substitute  the  deck  of  the  captor  for  the  one,  and  the  will  of  the  captain 
for  the  other.    The  United  States  have  no  direct  interest  in  the  question 
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whether  the  other  maritime  i)Owers  shall  acquiesce  in  the  rebel  claim  thus 
made,  because  they  are  now  at  open  war  with  the  claimants.  But  they 
are  indirectly  interested,  because  it  is  presumed  that  the  maritime  powers 
will  not  expect  the  United  States  as  a  belligerent  to  concede  to  those 
powers  any  rights,  privileges,  or  advantages,  which  those  x>owers  may 
consent  to  waive  in  favor  of  the  other  so-called  belligerent.  You  will, 
therefore,  apply  to  Earl  Bussell  for  information. 

"N^ot  having  been  made  acquainted  by  the  two  maritime  powers  with 
the  grave  questions  which  have  been  submitted  to  them  by  the  conspiracy 
at  Richmond,  it  would  not  become  us  to  intervene  in  the  discussion  of 
them.  Otherwise,  it  might  not  be  altogether  improper  for  us  to  suggest, 
as  a  simple  and  effective  mode  of  meeting  these  questions,  that  Great 
Britain  should  concede  no  belligerent  privilege  to  any  cruiser  that  is 
exclusively  manned,  equipped,  and  dispatched  from  British  ports,  ^n 
violation  of  British  laws  and  or  the  law  of  nations.  The  insurgents  do 
not  even  pretend  to  have  any  cruisers,  except  those  which  were  so 
manned,  equipped,  and  dispatched.  I  think  that  we  may  not  unreason- 
ably hope  for  such  a  decision  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  as 
,well  as  the  French  government.  CertaiDly  it  would  be  a  very  peculiar 
result  of  the  British  policy  io  regard  to  this  war,  if,  while  lawM  British 
commerce  is  respected  by  the  United  States,  it  should  be  embarr^sed 
or  destroyed  by  vessels  issuing  from  her  own  ports  in  aid  of  the  insur- 
gents. But  this  is  a  matter  which  may  wisely  be  left  to  the  exclusive 
consideration  of  the  British  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAJtf  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fcc.,  cfco. 
(Same  to  Mr.  Bigelow,  !No.  28,  mutatis  mutandis.) 


Mr,  S  Udell  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

Ko.  75.]  Paris,  November  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  As  I  am  still  without  the  dispatch  referred  to  in  your  No.  42, 
I  fear  that  it  has  miscarried,  and  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  transmis- 
sion of  a  duplicate.  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  copies  of  the  State  map 
of  Virginia ;  one  of  them  I  have  presented  to  oui*  excellent  friend  the 
Duke  de  Persigny.  I  have  been  prevented  from  placing  a  second  in  the 
hands  of  the  Emperor  by  the  serious  illness  of  Mr.  Marquand,  who,  I 
trust,  will  soon  be  able  to  resume  his  functions. 

In  conformity  with  the  intention  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  advise 
you  in  my  last  dispatch  of  16th  instant,  the  joint  notes  to  the  different 
European  powers  have  all  been  forwaraed  though  the  several  legations 
at  this  court,  with  the  exception  of  that  to  Bussia;  as  I  had  reason  to 
suppose  that  some  objection  might  be  made  in  that  case,  I  have  sent 
the  documents  by  mail  to  St.  Petersburg,  directed  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs. 

The  note  for  Bome  was  sent  by  Mr.  James  T.  Soutter,  of  Virginia,  to 
Bishop  Lynch,  with  a  request  that,  should  the  latter  be  absent,  he,  Mr. 
S.,  should  hand  it  in  person  to  Cardinal  Antonelli.  The  accompanying 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  S.  will  inform  you  of  the  very  gratifying  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  received  by  his  eminence. 

The  President's  message  has  just  reached  us;  its  frank  and  manly 
tone  commands  universal  admiration;  copious  extracts  from  it  have 
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been  published  in  nearly  all  the  Paris  journals,  and  are  producing  a  very 
marked  and  salutary  effect  on  public  opinion.  It  apx>ears  at  a  yeiy 
favorable  moment,  as  the  Italian  question  has  ceased  to  occupy  the  press, 
which  it  had  almost  monopolized  for  the  past  two  op  three  months:  for 
this  reason,  and  the  absence  of  any  apparent  cause  to  apprehend  Euro- 
pean difficulties,  our  affairs  have  to  a  certain  extent  taken  its  place,  and 
I  believe  that  an  impulse  in  that  direction  has  been  given  to  the  semi- 
official journals  from  high  quarters. 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Lord  Cowley,  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
has  had  no  opportunity  to  speak  to  him  on  the  subject  of  your  "So.  42, 
but  so  he  has  returned,  and  the^  are  both  guests  of  the  Emperor  at  Oom- 
pifegne  during  this  week.  I  think  that  the  subject  wiU  be  broached 
there :  at  least  such  is  the  opinion  of  my  friend  at  thfi  Affaires  fitrangferes. 
Mr.  Hotze  will  have  informed  you  that,  after  diligent  inquiry,  he  cannot 
find  that  any  instructions  relating  to  our  cruisers  or  their  prizes  have 
recently  issued  from  the  admiralty.  When  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
returns  to  Paris  I  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  anything 
has  been  said  or  done  by  him  in  the  matter. 

Since  my  Ko.  71,  of  13th  September,  but  £9,500  of  the  seven  per  cent 
cotton  loan  has  been  converted.  The  last  certificate  issued  bears  date 
19th  October,  and  as  a  considerable  amount  of  these  certificates  is  said 
to  be  in  the  market,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  no  further  conversions 
will  be  made  for  some  time  to  come.  This  check  of  the  process  of  absorp- 
tion of  the  bonds  which  was  going  on  so  healthily  can  only  be  attributed 
to  the  cessation  of  the  facilities  heretofore  afforded  for  the  delivery  of 
cotton  to  the  holders  of  certificates.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  this  cessa- 
tion has  been  caused  by  stringent  military  exigencies,  and  hope  that  it 
may  not  be  of  long  duration.  In  the  mean  while  it  has  seriously  affected 
the  price  of  the  bonds,  which,  in  view  of  our  late  military  successes, 
would  otherwise  have  shown  a  considerable  advance.  The  agent  of  the 
Albion  Trading  Company  especially  complains  that  the  ships  of  the  com- 
pany dispatched  under  tibte  contract  made  with  Mr.  McRae  and  me  have 
been  compelled  to  load  one-half  of  their  cargoes  on  government  account; 
as  this  contract,  when  made,  was  considered  highly  advantageous  to  our 
interests,  it  would  seriously  affect  the  credit  of  titie  confederacy  if  any 
change  in  our  policy  in  regard  to  the  shipment  of  cotton  should  inter- 
fere with  its  execution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SLEDELL. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — I  have  this  moment  an  answer  from  Earl  Eussell  to  the  joint 
note,  and  annex  a  copy.  The  answer  came  through  Mr.  Grey,  secretary 
of  the  British  embassy,  ( and  acting  charge  d'affaires  in  the  absence  of 
Lord  Cowley,)  who  had  received  Mr.  Eustis  very  courteously  when  he 
handed  him  tlxe  joint  note  to  be  forwarded  on  the  20th. 


Lord  RusseU  to  Messrs.  SUdelly  &o.  &c. 

FoBEiaN  Office,  November  25,  1864. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  copy  which  you 
have  sent  me  of  the  manifesto  issued  by  the  congress  of  so-caUed  Con- 
federate States  of  America. 

Her  Msy  esty's  government  deeply  lament  the  protracted  nature  of  tb^ 
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struggle  between  the  northern  and  soathem  States  of  the  formerly  united 
republic  of  !North  America.  ^ 

Great  Britain  has,  since  1783,  remained,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
period,  connected  by  Mendly  relations  with  both  the  northern  and  south- 
em  States.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war,  which  broke  out 
in  1861,  her  Majesty's  government  have  continued  to  entertain  senti- 
ments of  Mendship  equally  for  the  North  and  for  the  South.  Of  the 
causes  of  the  rupture  her  Majesty's  government  have  never  i)resumed 
to  judge.  They  deplore  the  conmiencement  of  this  sanguinary  struggle, 
and  anxiously  look  forward  to  the  period  of  its  termination.  In  the 
mean  time  they  are  convinced  that  they  best  consult  the  interests  of 
peace,  and  respect  the  rights  of  all  parties,  by  observing  a  strict  and 
impartial  neutrality. 

Such  a  neutrality  her  Majesty  has  faithfully  maintained,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  maintain. 

I  request  you,  gentlemen,  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  very  high 
consideration  with  which  I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 

John  Sledell,  Esq., 

J.  M.  Mason,  Esq.,  and 

K  Dudley  Mann,  Esq. 


Mr.  SlideU  to  Mr.  Benjamin. 

TSo.  76.]  Paris,  December  13, 1864. 

Sm:  Since  I  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you,  your  missing 
dispatch  No.  42,  of  20th  September,  has  come  ^ely  to  hand.  You 
will  have  seen  by  my  recent  dispatches  that  my  views  of  the  course  of 
the  government  are  almost  identical  with  your  own,  and  that  I  have 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  adopted  in  advance  the  line  of  conduct 
which  you  have  pointed  out  to  me.  There  is  one  point,  however,  in 
regard  to  which  it  is  proper  that  I  should  remove  false  impressions,  viz: 
that  of  this  government  "having  refused  permission  to  finish  the  ves- 
sels for  delivery  to  us,  after  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  actually  forced 
the  builders  to  sell  them  to  third  parties."  I  do  not  think  that  there 
would  have  been  any  difficulty  about  finishing  the  vessels  for  delivery 
to  us  after  the  restoration  of  peace.  I  am  sure  that  the  builders  were 
never  forced  to  sell  them  to  third  parties;  and  that  no  pressure  for  that 
object  was  ever  exercised  towards  them  by  the  government.  The  builder 
of  the  Bordeaux  ships  did,  as  I  am  informed,  make  assertions  to  that 
effect,  but  I  am  fully  convinced  that  they  were  pure  fictions,  gotten  up 
to  subserve  his  own  views,  he  being  deeply  interested  in  finding  pur- 
chasers to  whom  the  ships  could  be  delivered  and  their  entire  price  paid; 
while,  under  his  contract  with  Captain  Bullock,  fuU  payment  was  only 
to  be  made  when  the  actual  delivery  of  the  ships  should  have  been  made 
to  him,  and  such  delivery  would  not  have  been  permitted.  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Vorheese,  the  builder  of  the  corvettes  at 
Nantes,  is  in  strong  contrast  with  that  of  Mr.  Armand. 

In  my  last  dispatch  I  referred  to  the  complaints  of  Mr.  T.  S.  Bigbee, 
agent  of  the  Albion  Trading  Company,  of  the  refusal  to  deliver  cotton 
in  exchange  for  certificates,  in  compliance  with  the  stipulations  of  the 
contract  made  with  Mr.  McEae  and  myself.  I  have  since  received  from 
Messrs.  Schroeder  &  Co.,  agents  in  London  of  the  seven  per  cent,  cotton 
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loan,  a  letter  on  that  subject,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy.  I  suggest  the 
propriety  of  transmitting  it  either  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or  to 
the  secretary  of  war,  as  I  am  in  doubt  to  which  of  these  departments 
the  subject  mbre  appropriately  belongs. 

Lord  Cowley,  for  some  reason  or  other,  did  not  avail  himself  of  his 
invitation  to  Oompi^gne,  of  which  I  spoke  in  my  last  dispatch,  and  only 
returned  from  London  a  few  days  since;  but  during  his  absence  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  Lhuys  did  not  neglect  to  call,  a-s  he  had  promised,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  British  government  to  the  subject  of  your  2S'o.  43,  as  will 
appear  by  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  from  my  friend  at  the 
Foreign  Office: 

"M.  Drouyn  de  *Lhuys  a  6crit  k  notre  ambassadeur  k  Londres,  au 
sujet  de  la  proposition  de  votre  gouvernement  relative  aux  marchandises 
neutres  k  bord  des  b&timents  ennemis,  et  pour  connaitre  Popinion  du 
cabinet  anglais  k  cet  6gard.  H  en  a  <^galement  entretenu  les  mtnistres 
de  la  marine  et  du  commerce,  en  exprimant  Favis  que  la  proposition 
serait  tr^s  acceptable.  H  attend  une  r^ponse  dont  je  n'omettrai  pas  de 
le  prier  de  me  faire  part." 

I  expect  soon  to  hear  the  result  of  this  overture  to  the  British  govern- 
ment. 

I  have  received  the  answer  of  the  Holy  See  to  the  joint  note  of  11th 
^November ;  I  annex  copy  of  Cardinal  Antonelli's  letter,  with  a  translation. 
As  I  feel  it  less  decided  in  its  tone  than  the  letter  of  3d  December  last 
of  his  Holiness  to  the  president,  I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  publish 
it,  and  have  so  said  to  Messrs.  Mason  and  Mann.  Should  they,  however, 
entertain  a  different  opinion,  I  will  cheerfully  yield  to  it.  I  send  you  an 
interesting  account  from  Mr.  Soutter  of  his  presentation  to  the  Pope. 

Our  joint  note  was  not  of  the  nature  to  call  for  a  reply  from  the  gov- 
ernment to  which  it  was  addressed,  nor  did  I  expect  any — ^less,  indeed- 
from  Great  Britain  than  from  any  other  power.  The  letter  from  Earl 
Eussell,  on  which  I  had  not  time  to  comment  in  my  No.  75,  has  for  me 
a  greater  significance  on  that  account,  as  his  lordship  voluntarily  went 
out  of  his  way  to  say  the  most  disagreeable  things  possible  to  the  north- 
ern government;  his  reference  to  the  treaty  of  '83  wiU.  I  think,  be  espe- 
cially distasteful  to  them,  placed  in  connection  with  nis  twice-repeated 
recognition  of  the  separate  existence  of  the  North  and  South — as  never 
merged  in  a  single  nationality.  I  should  be  much  surprised  if  this  letter 
does  not  caU  forth  a  universal  howl  against  his  lordslup  from  the  north- 
em  press. 

I  learn  from  Mr.  Carvalho  de  Moreira  that  the  Brazilian  diplomatic 
agents  in  Europe  have  received  no  instructions  to  invoke  the  good  offices 
of  the  neutral  powers  in  the  case  of  the  Florida,  but  he  informs  me  that 
he  has  seen  the  instructions  given  to  the  minister  at  Washington.  He 
is  to  demand  an  ample  apology;  the  delivery  of  the  Florida,  in  good 
order,  with  her  officers,  crew,  and  armament,  at  Bahia;  and  the  exem- 
plary punishment  of  the  commander  of  the  Wachusett. 

The  return  of  the  Florida  being  rendered  impossible  by  the  scurvy 
trick  of  sinking  her  in  port  as  if  by  accident,  I  presume  that  the  Brazilian 
government  will  demand  that  she  be  replaced  by  another  vessel  of  a 
similar  character  and  armament.  Mr.  G.  de  Moreira  says  that  the 
Emperor  of  Brazil  is  incensed  to  the  highest  degree  by  the  outrage,  and, 
being  a  man  of  great  firmness,  will  not  be  satisfied  with  anything  short 
of  the  most  ample  reparation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  sen'ant 

JOHN  SLIDELL. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State. 
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[From  the  "Index"  of  Thursday  evening,  December  29,  1864.] 
REBEL  MINUTE  OP  INSTRUCTIONS  RELATIVE  TO  CRUISERS. 

The  pnrpose  of  the  president  in  requesting  that  the  papers  should  be 
referred  to  this  department  was  to  obtain  for  the  guidance  of  the  naval 
officers  in  command  of  our  cruisers  such  further  and  fuller  instructions 
for  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  the  experience  of  the  war  has  shown 
to  be  necessary.  These  instructions  I  have  now  the  honor  to  forward 
to  you  for  transmission  to  your  subordinates. 

MINUTE  OP  INSTRUCTIONS. 

The  cases  which  occur  for  decision  by  our  cruisers  may  be  classified 
as  follows : 

A.  A  vessel  under  enemy's  flag  without  cargo,  or  with  cargo  belong- 
ing exclusively  to  enemy. 

B.  A  vessel  under  enemy's  flag,  .with  cargo  wholly  or  in  part  belong- 
ing to  neutrals. 

0.  A  vessel  really  neutral,  with  cargo  wholly  or  in  part  belonging  to 
enemy. 

D.  A  vessel  ostensibly  neutral,  but  really  hostile,  fraudulently  placed 
under  a  neutral  flag  and  furnished  with  fraudulent  papers  as  a  cover  to 
protect  her  from  capture. 

A.  The  right  of  our  cruisers  to  capture  enemy's  property  on  the  high 
seas  is  of  course  unquestioned.  "So  condemnation  by  an  admiralty  court 
is  necessary  to  vest  title  to  such  property  in  this  government.  The  cap- 
ture of  itself  gives  instant  title  to  the  captors.  The  property  so  captured 
should  in  all  cases  be  at  once  destroyed  if  it  be  not  in  the  power  of  the 
captors  to  dispose  of  it  otherwise  for  the  benefit  of  the  confederacy. 
Enemy's  vessels  thus  captured  may  be  armed  by  the  captors  and  placed 
under  command  of  any  commissioned  officer  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  used  either  as  tenders  to  the  captors  or  detached  as  indei)endeut 
cruisers.  Such  vessels,  so  armed  and  commanded,  are  as  fully  entitled 
to  the  rights  of  national  armed  vessels  as  if  built  and  equipped  in 
our  own  waters.  On  this  point  it  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  the 
British  government,  after  violating  this  principle  of  public  law  by  the 
seizure  of  the  Tuscaloosa  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  is  understood 
to  have  admitted  its  error:  and  although  it  has  not  yet  tendered  us  the 
satisfaction  due  for  so  violent  an  aggression  on  our  rights,  it  published 
on  the  2d  of  June  last  instructions  relative  to  the  treatment  of  prizes 
captured  by  either  belligerent ;  and  while  refusing  them  permission  to 
enter  British  ports,  makes  an  express  exception  in  favor  of  "  a  vessel 
which  shall  have  been  actually  and  bona  fide  converted  into,  and  used 
as,  a  public  vessel  of  war." 

B.  A  vessel  under  enemy's  flag,  with  cargo  wholly  or  in  part  belonging 
to  neutrals. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  this  case  would  present  no  embarm^s- 
ment.  The  captured  vessel  would  be  taken  into  a  port  of  the  captors, 
or  of  a  neutral  country ;  the  portion  of  >  the  cargo  belonging  to  the  neu- 
tral would  be  delivered  to  the  owners,  and  the  vessel,  with  such  portion 
of  the  cargo  as  belonged  to  the  enemy,  would  be  condemned  as  prize. 

The  action  of  neutral  governments  has  placed  serious  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  doing  justice  to  their  own  people.  They  have  closed  their  ports 
to  the  admission  of  captured  vessels,  and  have  thus  rendered  it  impos- 
sible to  make  delivery  in  their  own  ports  of  the  property  of  their  own 
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subjects  found  on  board  the  vessels  of  onr  enemies ;  while  it  wonld  be 
exposing  those  vessels  to  almost  certain  recapture  to  attempt  to  bring 
them  into  our  ports,  for  the  captured  vessels  are  almost  invariably  sail- 
ing vessels,  and  the  enemy's  cruisers  off  our  ports  are  steamers.  In  most 
instances  heretofore  it  has  been  found  practicable  to  reconcile  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  the  exercise  of  our  own  just  rights  as  belligerents  with  a  due 
regard  for  the  claims  of  neutrals,  by  allowing  the  vessels  of  the  enemy, 
when  partially  laden  with  neutral  goods,  to  be  relieved  on  ransom  bonds. 
But  it  is  obvious  that  this  is  a  mode  rather  of  eluding  than  of  solving 
the  difficulty,  and  that  we  cannot  allow  to  be  established  as  a  rule  that 
our  enemies  may  cover  their  shipping  from  capture  during  the  war,  by 
simply  carrying  neutral  goods  as  a  part  of  their  cargo.  If,  for  instance. 
Great  Britain  will  not  permit  a  captured  enemy's  vessel  to  be  carried 
into  one  of  her  ports  for  the  purpose  of  their  deliV^ering  to  a  British  sub- 
ject his  goods  found  on  board,  she  would  certainly  have  no  just  ground  of 
complaint  that  the  goods  were  not  restored  to  their  owner.  If,  therefore, 
on  the  renewed  representations  we  are  about  to  make,  we  ftnd  neutral 
nations  i)ersist  in  refusing  to  receive  the  property  of  their  subjects  in  their 
own  ports,  when  captured  by  us  on  enemy's  vessels,  it  will  become  neces- 
sary to  instruct  our  cruisers  to  destroy  such  property  whenever  they  are 
unable  to  bring  the  prize  into  our  ports.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  deemed 
proper  as  evidence  of  that  respect  for  the  rights  of  others  which  has 
been  so  seldom  extended  towards  us  in  this  war,  that  the  commanders  of 
our  national  cruisers  should  be  instructed  to  continue  their  former  prac- 
tice of  allowing  the  enemy  to  ransom  his  vessel  in  cases  where  the  neu- 
tral property  on  board  is  of  large  value  or  bears  any  considerable  pro- 
portion to  that  of  the  enemy  5  but  if  a  ransom  bond  is  refused,  or  if  the 
proportion  of  neutral  property  on  board  is  small  compared  with  the 
value  of  the  vessel  and  hostile  cargo,  the  whole  should  be  destroyed, 
whenever  the  prize  cannot  be  brought  into  a  port  of  our  own  or  of  a 
neutral  country. 

0.  A  vessel  really  neutral,  with  cargo  wholly  or  in  part  belonging  to 
the  enemy. 

Under  the  law  of  nations  as  established  prior  to  the  year  1856,  such  a 
vessel  would  have  been  liable  to  capture,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
brought  into  port,  when  the  hostile  cargo  would  be  condemned  as  prize, 
and  the  neutral  vessel  and  the  neutral  portion  of  the  cargo  would  be 
liberated. 

By  the  Paris  declaration  of  1856  it  was  declared  that  the  neutral  flag 
covers  enemy's  goods,  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of  war;  and  this 
rule  was  adopted  by  the  resolutions  of  congress  of  August  13, 1861. 

In  the  president's  message  to  congress  of  December  7, 1863,  he  pointed 
out  that  this  concession  of  belligerent  rights  in  favor  of  neutrals  had 
been  made  by  the  confederacy  in  return  for  an  obligation  entered  into 
by  Great  Britain  and  France,  that  they  would  comply  with  the  nile  of 
international  law  on  the  subject  of  blockades — also  laid  down  in  the 
declaration  of  Paris ;  that  both  these  powers  had  failed  to  ftilfiU  their 
promise,  and  that  the  confederacy  was  thereby  released  from  its  obli- 
gation towards  them.  But  the  president  at  the  same  time  declared  that 
the  principles  established  by  the  Paris  convention  were  "  more  just, 
more  humane,  more  consonant  with  modem  civilization  than  those  belli- 
gerent pretensions  which  great  naval  powers  have  hitherto  sought  to 
introduce  into  the  maritime  code."  He  announced,  therefore,  that  it  was 
the  policy  of  this  government  to  forego  its  right  to  retract  the  assent 
previously  given  to  this  rule  of  maritime  law. 

The  cruisers  of  the  confederacy  will,  therefore,  allow  vessels  of  neu- 
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trals  to  pass  free,  unless  laden  with  contraband  of  war  destined  for  the 
enemy's  ports.  When  such  vessels  sure  foand  to  be  laden  with  goods 
contraband  of  war,  the  contraband  goods^  if  not  the  property  of  the 
owner  of  the  vessel,  are  to  be  taken  out,  if  practicable,  and  transshipped 
or  destroyecL  and  she  is  to  be  allowed  to  continue  her  voyage.  But  if 
the  owner  oi  the  vessel  has  put  on  board  contraband  goods  belonging  to 
himself,  destined  for  the  enemy's  country,  he  thereby  forfeits  the  neutral 
character,  and  the  sMp  is  to  be  considered  an  enemy's  vessel,  and  to  be 
dealt  with  as  such,  ^o  conflict  with  neutral  powers  on  this  subject  is 
to  be  apprehended,  as  they  have  with  entire  unanimity  issued  proclamar 
tions  forbidding  their  subjects  during  the  present  war  firom  engaging  in 
contraband  trade,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  national  protection. 

D.  A  vessel  ostensibly  neutral,  but  really  hostile,  firaudulently  placed 
under  neutral  flag  and  furnished  with  fraudulent  papers  to  protect  her 
from  capture. 

Whenever,  upon  the  seizure  of  such  a  vessel,  she  is  admitted  by  those 
in  command  to  belong  to  the  enemy,  and  her  neutral  flag  and  papers  are 
admitted  to  be  a  mere  cover,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
such  a  vessel  as  though  sailing  under  an  enemy's  flag. 

The  embarrassment  in  actuS  practice  may  be  considered  as  occurring 
almost  exclusively  in  cases  where  an  enemy's  vessel  has  been  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war  transferred  to  neutrals.  The  law  of 
nations  on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  a  belligerent  to  make  legal  sale  to 
neutrals  fldgrante  bello  is  not  settled  by  universal  concurrence.  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  maintain  the  validity  of  such  sales  when 
honafide^  while  France  and  Eussia,  and  perhaps  other  European  conti- 
nental powers,  hold  that  belligerent  vessels  sold  to  a  neutral  subsequent 
to  the  declaration  of  war  are  good  prizes  to  the  other  belligerent, 
although  bearing  the  neutral  flag.  The  rule  established  in  the  ITnitea 
States  was  adopted  prior  to  the  secession  of  the  Confederate  States,  and 
may  be  assumed  to  be  binding  on  us  until  otherwise  established  by 
congress. 

Our  cruisers  ought,  therefore,  to  be  instructed  that  where  a  vessel  of 
the  United  States  has  been  sold  in  good  faith  to  a  neutral  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  and  where  the  title  is  so  absolutely  transferred 
as  to  divest  the  enemy  of  any  future  interest  in  the  vessel,  she  is  fr^ee 
from  capture.  If,  however,  any  enemy's  interest  in  the  vessel  remain,  if 
she  be  mortgaged  or  hypothecated  to  the  enemy,  she  is  as  much  liable 
to  be  dealt  with  as  a  hostile  vessel  as  though  no  transfer  to  the  neutral 
had  been  made. 

Appended  hereto  is  a  list  of  the  enemy's  vessels  transferred  to  neu- 
trals since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  known  to  be  mortgaged  to  the 
enemy  by  the  ostensible  neutral  owners.  These  and  aU  other  vessels  in 
like  condition  are  liable  to  capture  by  our  cruisers  as  good  prize  of  war. 

It  frequently  occurs,  however,  that  a  belligerent  makes  simulated 
sales  of  vessels  to  neutrals  with  a  view  of  protecting  them  from  capture, 
and,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  when  the  other  belligerent  has  reason 
to  suspect  the  good  faith  of  the  transfer,  the  suspected  vessel  is  brought 
into  court  for  adjudication  by  the  admiralty. 

This  course  is  now  not  open  to  our  cruisers,  for  the  reasons  above 
explained,  and  the  only  instructions,  therefore,  practically  applicable, 
under  the  circumstances,  are  the  following: 

The  captor  should  in  every  case  make  rigid  examination  of  the  papers 
and  documents  of  every  vessel  saQing  under  a  neutral  flag,  known  to 
have  belonged  to  the  enemy  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

He  should  take  into  consideration  the  nature  of  the  trade  in  which 
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the  vessel  is  engaged,  the  national  character  of  the  master,  the  papers 
found  on  board,  the  place  at  which  the  alleged  sale  to  the  neutral  took 
effect  by  delivery  of  the  vessel,  and  every  other  circumstance  tending  to 
establish  the  true  nature  of  the  transfer^  and  to  satisfy  his  mind  whe^er 
the  vessel  be  really  neutral  or  merely  disguised  as  such. 

If  the  captured  vessel  has  double  sets  of  papers,  "or  if  papers  have 
been  destroyed  or  subducted  by  her  master  during  the  chase,  or  if  she  has 
continue^  in  the  same  course  of  trade  and  under  the  same  master  since 
the  alleged  sale  to  the  neutral,  it  may  be  safely  concluded  that  the  pro- 
perty is  still  hostile  and  covered  by  fraudulent  use  of  neutral  flag. 

In  these  and  all  other  cases  where  there  is  great  and  decided  prepon- 
derance of  evidence  to  show  that  the  vessel  is  really  enemy's  property,  the 
cruiser  must  act  on  his  conviction  and  treat  her  as  such,  leaving  to  his 
government  the  responsibility  of  satisfying  any  neutral  claim  for  her 
value. 

But  whenever  the  evidence  leaves  serious  doubt  as  to  the  true  char- 
acter of  the  transfer,  it  will  be  proper  rather  to  dismiss  the  vessel,  if  she 
cannot  be  brought  into  port,  than  to  exercise  a  harsh  and  doubtml  bel- 
ligerent right. 

There  is  reason  to  hope,  however,  that  most  of  the  embarrasment 
existing  on  this  branch  of  the  subject  will  soon  be  ended  by  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  orders  of  the  British  government,  which  will  permit  justice 
to  be  done  to  its  own  subjects.  The  attempt  to  cover  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels from  captuBc  by  the  fraudulent  u^e  of  neutral  papers  has  been  made 
almost  exclusively  by  coUusion  between  the  enemy  and  British  subjects. 
This  has  gone  to  such  an  extent  that  such  vessels  are  familiarly  termed 
by  British  naval  officers  "  whitewashed.''  In  the  report  by  Commander 
Wood  of  his  interview  with  Vice- Admiral  Hoj)e,  in  the  harbor  of  Halifax, 
we  are  informed  that  the  British  officer  inquired  what  were  the  instruc- 
tions in  the  case  of  vessels  which  had  recently  changed  flags  or  were 
"whitewashed;"  that  Commander  Wood  answered  that  "unless  the 
papers  were  clearly  fraudulent  he  would  let  the  vessel  go  f  that  Vice- 
Admiral  Hope  then  inquired  if  Commander  Wood  had  seen  his  com- 
munication t/O  Captain  Morris,  of  the  Florida,  and  said  that  "his  govern- 
ment required  that  in  all  such  cases  the  vessel  should  be  brought  into 
an  English  port  to  have  the  case  decided  on  or  adjudicated."  Commander 
Wood  is  not  certain  whether  the  word  "decided"  or  "adjudicated"  was 
used. 

If  the  British  government  has,  in  the  interests  of  its  own  subjects, 
become  sensible  of  the  impropriety  and  impoUcy  of  shutting  its  ports  to 
the  introduction  of  prizes  made  by  our  vessels  in  aU  cases  in  which 
British  claimants  assert  title  to  vessel  or  cargo,  the  instruction  will  be 
given  to  our  cruisers  to  take  into  British  ports  all  such  vessels,  there  to 
remain  until  our  admiralty  courts  have  exercised  their  rightful  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  prize  questions  involved  in  such  captures.  We  have, 
for  the  present,  no  further  information  on  this  subject  than  the  loose 
conversation  aoove  referred  to,  and  this  cannot  be  made  the  basis  of 
action  by  our  cruisers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.- P.  BENJAMm, 

Secretary  of  State^ 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  877.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  15, 1865. 

Sib:  I  write  this  line  out  of  the  ordinary  course  to  inform  you  that 
yesterday  Lord  Russell  invited  a  conference  with  him,  at  which  he  made 
an  important  and  friendly  communication.  The  papers  in  connection 
with  it,  which  he  said  were  to  be  put  into  my  hands,  have  not  yet  been 
received,  neither  could  I  report  the  conversation  so  fully  as  I  ought  to 
do  by  this  steamer.  I  therefore  conline  myself  simply  to  the  expression 
of  a  hope  that  the  disposition  thus  evinced,  however  late,  may  yet  have 
an  effect  in  checking  the  irritation  that  has  been  lately  growing  bet\Veen 
the  two  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Communicated  by  British  Legation.] 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

No.  53.]  Foreign  Office,  February  15, 1865. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Adams  came  yesterday,  by  appointment,  to  the  Foreign 
Office. 

I.  told  Mr.  Adams  that  the  cabinet  had  taken  into  consideration  the 
coraphiints  which  he  had  made  from  time  to  time,  by  order  of  his  p:ov- 
emment,  of  the  confederate  hostilities  in  the  lakes  of  Canada,  of  the  raid 
at  St.  Albans,  and  of  the  vessels  built  and  fitted  out  in  British  ports 
which  were  afterwards  found  converted  into  ships  of  war,  cruising  against 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  That  the  orders  sent  to  the  governor 
of  Canachi  by  her  Majesty's  g'>vernment,  and  the  proceedings  not  only  of 
the  governor  general,  but  of  the  legislature  in  Canada,  would,  I  trusted, 
convin(»,e  the  United  States  government  that  everything  had  been  done, 
or  would  be  done,  to  prevent  the  carrying  on  of  hostilities  against  the 
United  States  from  Canadian  territory  or  on  Canadian  waters. 

Witli  respect  to  the  ships  built,  bought,  or  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  question  was  more  difficult.  We  had  tried 
prosecution,  and  had  to  a  great  extent  prevented  the  equipment  of  war- 
like vessels  in  her  Majesty's  ports  and  rivers,  to  be  afterwards  used  as 
confederate  vessels  of  war  5  but  this  success  only  rendered  the  confeder- 
ate agents  more  cautious  in  carrying  out  their  designs.  Supposing  a 
merchant  ship  to  be  bought  and  sent  out  ostensibly  to  Bombay,  another 
vessel  laden  with  cannon  and  warlike  equipments,  with  a  large  ship's 
comi)any,  should  be  nominally  bound  to  Slexico,  and  that  these  two  ves- 
sels should  meet,  say  at  the  Cape  Verde  Islands,  and  one  of  these  vessels  to 
be  there  converted  into  a  confederate  cruiser,  with  a  confederate  captain 
and  a  confederate  crew:  how  was  such  a  transaction  to  be  prevented t 
Would  not  the  plans  of  the  confederate  agents  and  of  their  friends  in  the 
country  be  kept  so  secret  that  no  law  existing,  or  to  be  made,  could  reach 
themt 

I  said  that,  stnick  by  the  difficulties,  her  Majesty's  government  had 
determined  to  address  the  confederate  commissioners  at  Paris;  and  I 

40  A  c— VOL.  I 
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then  proceeded  to  read  to  Mr.  Adams  the  letter  of  which  1  inclose  a  copy. 
But  I  said  there  was  always  great  difficulty  in  conununicating  with  the 
confederate  authorities  at  Bichmond,  and  it  had  occurred  to  the  cabiuet 
that,  a^  the  government  at  Washington  must  have  opportunities  of  com- 
municating with  the  confederates  on  questions  which  always  arise  in  the 
course  of  protracted  hostilities,  I  might  fairly  ask  Mr.  Seward,  through 
the  organ  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  convey  my  letter  safely  to  the  confederate 
authorities. 

Mr.  Adams  raised  the  difficulties  tliat  the  confederates  might  doubt 
the  authenticity  of  the  letter ;  but,  as  I  told  him  that  the  original  had  been 
sent  the  day  before  to  Lord  Cowley,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Mason,  Mr. 
Adi|ms  acknowledged  that  difficulty  to  be  removed. 

I  said  that  either  of  the  confederates  would  accept  our  conditions,  or 
they  would  refuse  compliance^  and  in  the  last  case  it  would  be  for  her 
Majesty's  government  to  consider  what  was  next  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  in  either  case  he  thought  advantage  would  accrue 
to  the  United  States  j  but  he  feared  that  the  facility  with  which  the 
confederates  had  obtained  ships  for  hostile  purposes  in  a  neutral  country 
would  fiirnish  very  dangerous  precedents  to  belligerents  in  any  futim) 
war. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  <feo.,  ikcy  dec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  879.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  10,  1865. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  held  with 
Lord  Eussell  on  the  subject  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  the 
rebels,  as  per  list  annexed. 

When  I  received  his  lordship's  latest  note,  of  the  8th,  I  thought  it  sus- 
ceptible of  so  triumphant  a  reply  that  I  had  it  in  my  mind  to  prepare 
one  without  delay. 

Subsequent  reflection,  however,  caused  by  information  of  a  peculiar 
character  which  had  then  reached  me,  modified  my  views,  and  deter- 
mined me  to  desist  from  any  such  proceeding. 

•  ••••••••• 

I  had  not  been  unaware  of  the  efforts  in  the  i)ress  and  elsewhere  to 
stir  up  the  popular  apprehension  of  what  was  to  follow  in  case  the 
rebellion  should  be  subdued.    I  had  heard — 

1st.  That  enormous  claims  for  damages  for  the  ravages  of  the  vessels 
let  out  of  English  ports  would  be  immediately  presented,  to  which  Great 
Britain  could  never  give  any  countenance. 

2d.  That  the  rescinding  of  all  the  various  treaty  engagements,  espe- 
cially in  connection  with  Canada,  was  to  be  only  a  prelude  to  an  advance 
into  that  country  of  the  great  armies  liberated  from  the  war. 

Seeing  the  bearing  of  all  these  movements  to  be  to  stimulate  the  no- 
tion that  a  quarrel  was  about  to  be  picked  by  ourselves,  and  that 
the  more  decided  and  irrefutable  any  note  of  mine  to  Lord  Russell  at 
this  time  might  be,  the  more  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  add  to  these 
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suspicions,  I  deliberately  came  to  the  conclusion,  for  the  present,  to  let 

the  correspondence  drop. 

•  ••••••••• 

It  was  at  this  moment  I  received  a  note  from  Lord  Bussell,  asking  me 
to  call  upon  him  on  Tuesday,  at  3  o'clock.  I  went  accordingly.  Then* 
it  was  that  I  received  the  communication  of  which  I  gave  you  intimar 
tion  in  my  hurried  dispatch,  No.  877,  of  the  15th  instant,  which  went 
out  of  the  customary  course  in  the  steamer  of  that  date.  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  report  to  you  my  interview. 

His  lordship  said  he  had  asked  to  see  me  in  order  to  let  me  know  the 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  cabinet  on  American  affairs.  With 
regard  to  the  state  of  things  in  Canada,  in  view  of  the  instructions 
which  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Cardwell  to  Lord  Monck;  of  the  action  that 
had  been  taken  by  Lord  Monck  himself,  of  the  measures  in  progress  iif 
the  legislature,  and  of  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  the  province,  it 
was  thought  that  enough  had  been  done  to  establish  confidence  there. 

With  respect  to  the  dififtculties  that  had  been  occasioned  on  this  side 
by  the  proceedings  of  the  confederate  agents  and  their  friends,  in  fitting 
out  vessels  and  enlisting  men  to  carry  on  the  war,  from  this  country  as 
a  base,  the  cabinet  had  come  to  a  determination.  This  was  to  direct- 
him  to  address  a  letter  to  the  three  persons  who  had,  some  time  since^ 
written  to  him  as  authorized  agents  of  the  confederates  at  Eichmond, 
on  another  subject.  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  and  Mann.  These  persons 
were  believed  to  oe,  all  of  them,  now  at  Paris.  Such  a  letter  had? 
accordingly  been  prepared.  He  proposed  now  to  read  to  me  its  con- 
tents. Accordingly,  he  read  it  over  slowly  and  deliberately.  After  ho 
finished,  he  said  it  was  proposed  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  for  my  gov- 
ernment. He  had  already,  on  Monday,  sent  the  letter  to  Lord  Cowley, 
at  Paris,  to  be  forwarded  to  its  address.  In  order  to  be  still  more  sure 
of  its  destination,  however,  he  proposed  to  send  a  duplicate  to  Wash- 
ington, with  a  request,  that,  through  the  channels  of  communication 
which  appear  to  have  oeen  established  between  that  place  and  Rich- 
mond, it  might,  if  thought  proper,  be  transmitted  by  us. 

I  then  said  tliat  I  had  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  letter  with  much 
satisfaction.  That  I  could  not,  at  the  moment,  say  what  view  my  gov- 
ernment would  take  of  it,  or  of  the  proposition  to  transmit  it  through 
its  agency.  I  could,  myself^  perceive  no  objection.  Possibly  the  other 
side  miglit  be  disi)08ed  to  retuse  to  receive  it,  because  it  came  in  that  way. 
His  lordshij)  remarked  that  he  had  first  sent  it  directly  to  the  agents  to 
guard  against  that  difficulty.  He  alluded  to  the  refusal  of  the  govern- 
ment to  permit  a  vessel  to  pass,  on  a  former  occasion,  as  having  been 
based  upon  other  reasons  which  did  not  seem  to  apply  to  this  case.  I 
said  it  had  always  seemed  to  me  a  matter  of  surprise  that  some  course 
of  this  kind  had  not  been  earlier  taken.  The  proceedings  complained 
of  were  of  a  most  outrageous  kind.  Indeed,  so  far  as  I  could  remem- 
ber, a  deliberate  systematic  attempt  like  this  to  conduct  a  naval  war 
from  the  territory  of  a  neutrial  power  was  wholly  unprecedented.  I  had 
regretted  it  the  more  that  the  toleration  of  it  appeared  to  be  establish- 
ing a  precedent  of  a  most  pernicious  character  in  all  future  cases;  and, 
particularly,  to  us  it  was  setting  an  example  which  would  hardly  fail  to 
be  followed  by  myriads  of  loose  i)eople  among  us,  who  miglit  be  induced, 
by  the  hope  of  profit  or  of  adventure,  to  embark  in  any  cause,  no  mat- 
ter how  unprincipled  or  desperate,  that  promised  fair  returns  of  spoils 
on  the  ocean.  His  lordship  said  that  such  ships  might  be  anywhere 
taken;  to  which  I  assented,  but  at  the  same  time  reminded  him  that 
this  was  a  war  of  a  novel  character,  that  depended  mainly  upon  the 
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skillful  use  of  modem  science,  in  furnishing  vessels  of  the  most  speed, 
flt  once  to  overtake  the  helpless  and  run  away  from  the  strong.  In 
short,  it  was  an  emulation  in  racing  in  which  the  governing  power  took 
the  chances  against  itself.  His  lordship  did  not  seem  disposed  to  con- 
test this.  He  alluded  to  the  various  efforts  that  had  been  made  to  stop 
these  outfits  under  the  law,  and  to  the  difficulties  which  had  been  met 
with  at  every  step.  I  remarked  that  I  had  become  convinced,  from  the 
result  of  the  last  trial,  that  the  United  States  could  stand  no  chance 
before  a  jury.  His  lordship  said  that  it  wa«  in  consequence  of  doubts 
of  the  Grown  lawyers,  in  the  case  of  the  iron-clads,  as  to  the  i>ossibl6 
presence  of  one  or  two  advocates  of  the  confederates  on  the  jury ;  that 
it  had  been  decided  to  buy  them  up.  People  here  now  took  sides,  almost 
as  vehemently,  on  our  questions  as  we  did  ourselves.  It  was  to  be  re- 
gretted, but  there  was  no  help  for  it.  Under  the  circumstances,  they 
must  do  the  best  they  could. 

From  all  which  it  appears,  plainly  enough,  that  this  measure  of  a  let- 
ter has  been  finally  adopted,  as  the  only  alternative,  after  consciousness 
of  the  utter  failure  in  a  resort  to  the  law  as  a  means  of  preventing  this 
gross  abuse,  and  of  the  impossibility  of  procuring  from  Parliament  any 
antendment  to  make  it  more  elective. 

The  closing  remark  of  his  lordship,  as  I  took  my  leave,  was  signifi- 
cant. Alluding  to  the  possibility  oi  a  failure  of  this  letter  in  produc- 
mg  any  effect,  he  remarked  that  the  question  would  be  of  going  on ;  to 
whicl;  I  replied,  that  I  hoped  it  might  prove  equally  convenient  to  us 
whether  the  one  party  should  be  made  to  stop  or  the  other  to  go  on. 

This  conference  was  one  of  a  most  friendl3^  character,  and  convinced 
me  that,  whatever  might  be  the  desires  of  the  French  Emperor,  nothing 
but  the  grossest  mismanagement  on  our  x)art  would  effect  any  change 
in  the  established  policy  of  this  ministry  towards  us. 

I  have  since  received  a  note  from  Lord  Russell,  with  a  copy  of  the 
letter.    I  send  a  copy  of  the  former  with  the  latter,  just  as  it  came  to 
me,  preserving  a  copy  of  it  to  place  in  the  archives  of  this  legation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAIiLES  FKAJ^CIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

/Secretary  of  State, 


[Inclosures.] 

REBEL  RECRUITING  IN  AND  NAVAL  EXPEDITIONS  FROM  LONDON — CASES 
OF  THE  CITY  OF  RICHMOND,  THE  HAWK,  THE  VIRGINIA,  AND  THE  NO. 
40,  OR  LOUISA  ANN  FANNY. 

!•  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Ilussell,  January  14,  1865. 

2.  The  same  to  same,  January  14, 1805. 

3.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  January  16,  1865. 

4.  Same  to  same,  January  27,  1865. 

[For  the  above  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  under  subdivision  "  Hawk,'* 

5.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Bussell,  January  30,  1865. 

6.  Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams,  January  27, 18(>5. 

7.  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  1, 1865. 

[For  the  above  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  under  subdivision  ^^Yvr^ 
giiusij^  post] 
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THE  SALE  OF  THE  SEAKmG. 

Lord  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  1, 1865. 
[For  above  inclosure  see  "Kebel  Cruisers,''  subdivision  "  Shenandoali,"' 
post] 

THE  LETTERS  FOUND  ON  THE  FLORIDA. 

1.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Eussell,  January  18,  18C5. 

[For  above  letter  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward  N'o.  857, 
January  19,  1865,  printed  under  the  head  of  "Eebel  Cruisers,'' subdi- 
vision "  Florida,"  j>o«f.] 

2.  Lord  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  8, 1865. 

TEDE  AJAX  AND  HERCULES. 

1.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Eussell,  February  7, 1865. 

2.  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  2, 1865. 

3.  Same  to  same,  February  4,  1865. 

4.  Advertisement;  paying  crew  of  the  290. 

See  "Eebel  Cruisers,"  subdivision  "  Alabama,"  po^t] 
>.  Lord  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  8,  1865. 

6.  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Eussell,  February  9, 1865. 

7.  Deposition  of  John  Melley,  February  6,  1865. 

8.  Advance  note— the  Ajax,  January  9, 1865. 

9.  Deposition  of  George  Smith,  February  6,  1865. 
10.  Lord  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  9, 1865. 

LORD  RUSSELL  TO  THE  REBEL  EMISSARIES,  DEMANDINO   THE   DISCON- 
TINUANCE OF  EXPEDITIONS  AND  ENLISTMENTS  FROM  OREAT  BRITAIN. 

1.  Lord  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams^  February  15,  1865. 

2.  Lord  Eussell  to  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  and  Mann^  February  13, 

1865. 
[For  the  above  inclosures  (except  No.  4)  see  same  dispatch  under  sub- 
division "Ajax  and  Hercules," j>o«^.] 


Lord.  BtMsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  8, 1865. .  ^ 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  18th  ultimo, 
calling  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  with  reference  to  the 
papers  therein  inclosed,  to  the  proceedings  of  coniederate  agents  in  this 
country. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  after  careful  consideration 
of  these  papers  there  appears  to  me  to  be  nothing  in  them  upon  which 
any  person  can  be  convicted  of  a  breach  of  the  law.  Her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment will  apply  the  law  with  strictness,  but  they  cannot  go  beyond  it. 

I  may  observe  that  a  great  part  of  this  correspondence  relates  to 
arrangements  to  be  carried  into  effect  in  France,  and  not  in  this  country. 

With  regard  to  your  observation  that  it  is  for  you  to  point  out  the 
operations  of  confederate  agents  inconsistent  with  the  neutrality  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  consider  how  these  operations  can  be  checked  and  prevented  for  the 
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future,  I  have  to  point  out  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government,  having 
used  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  fitting  and  arming  of 
vessels  in  their  ports  to  cruise  against  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  having  faithfully  carried  into  execution  the  laws  enacted  to  preserve 
inviolate  the  neutral  and  pacific  obligations  of  Great  Britain,  cannot 
consider  themselves  bound  to  answer  for  the  acts  of  every  individual 
who  may  evade  the  operation  of  the  laws  by  fitting  out  and  arming  ves- 
sels bought  in  this  country,  in  some  distant  neutral  port,  or  on  the  seas 
beyond  her  Majesty's  jurisdiction.  For  such  acts  no  nation  does  in  piin- 
ciple  or  in  practice  hcHd  itself  responsible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RU8SELU 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkc,  dkc.j  &o. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Foreign  Office,  February  16, 1865. 

Lord  Kussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr;  Adams,  and  has  the 
honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  which  Lord  Kussell  spoke  to  Mr. 
Adams  yesterday  as  having  been  addressed  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell, 
and  Mann. 


Lord  Bussell  to  Mason^  Slidell^  and  Mann. 

Foreign  Office,  February  13, 1865. 

Gentlemen:  Some  time  ago  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  answer 
to  a  statement  which  you  sent  me,  that  her  Majesty  remained  neutral  in 
the  deplorable  contest  now  carried  on  in  Forth  America,  and  that  her 
Majesty  intended  to  persist  in  that  course. 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  request  you  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  authori- 
ties under  whom  you  act,  with  a  view  to  their  serious  consideration 
thereof,  the  just  complaints  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  to 
make  of  the  conduct  of  the  so-called  confederate  government.  The 
facts  upon  which  these  complaints  are  founded  tend  to  show  that  her 
Majesty's  neutrality  is  not  respected  by  the  agents  of  that  government, 
and  that  undue  and  reprehensible  attempts  have  been  made  by  them  to 
involve  her  M^esty  in  a  war  in  which  her  Majesty  had  declared  her 
intention  not  to  take  part. 

In  the  first  place,  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  the  unwarrantable  prac- 
tice of  building  ships  in  this  country  to  be  used  as  vessels  of  war  against 
a  State  with  which  her  Megesty  is  at  peace  still  continues.  Her  Majesty's 
government  had  hoped  that  this  attempt  to  make  the  territorial  waters 
of  Great  Britain  the  place  of  preparation  for  warlike  armaments  against 
the  United  States  might  be  put  an  end  to  by  prosecutions  and  by  seizure 
of  the  vessels  built  in  pursuance  of  contracts  made  with  the  confederate 
agents.  But  facts  which  are,  unhappily,  too  notorious,  and  correspond- 
ence which  has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  her  Msyesty's  government  by 
the  minister  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  show  that  resort 
is  had  to  evasion  and  subtlety  in  order  to  escape  the  penalties  of  the 
law ;  that  a  vessel  is  bought  in  one  place,  that  her  armament  is  prepared 
in  another,  and  that  both  are  sent  to  some  distant  port  beyond  her  Maj- 
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esty's  jurisdiction,  and  that  thus  an  armed  steamship  is  fitted  out  to 
cruise  against  the  commerce  of  a  powe/in  amity  with  her  Majesty.  A 
crew  composed  partly  of  British  subjects  is  procured  separately;  wages 
are  paid  to  them  for  an  unknown  service.  They  are  dispatched,  per- 
haps, to  the  coast  of  France,  and  there  or  elsewhere  are  engaged  to 
serve  in  a  confederate  man-of-war. 

.  Now,  it  is  very  possible  that  by  such  shifts  and  stratagems  the  penal- 
ties of  the  existing  law  of  this  country,  nay,  of  any  law  that  could  be 
enacted,  may  be  evaded;  but  the  offense  thus  offered  to  her  Majesty's 
authority  and  dignity  b^^  the  de  facto  rulers  of  the  Confederate  States^ 
whom  her  Majesty  acknowledges  avS  belligerents,  and  whose  agents  in 
the  United  Kingdom  enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  hospitality  in  quiet  seciuity 
remains  the  same.  It  is  a  proceeding  totally  unjustifiable  and  manifestly 
offensive  to  the  British  Crown. 

Secondly,  the  confederate  organs  have  published,  and  her  Majesty's 
government  have  been  placed  in  possession  of  it,  a  memorandum  of  in- 
structions for  the  cruisers  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  which 
would,  if  adopted,  set  aside  some  of  the  most  settled  principles  of  inter- 
national law,  and  break  down  rules  which  her  Majesty's  government 
have  lawfidly  established  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  her  Majesty's 
neutrality.  It  may,  indeed,  be  said  that  this  memorandum  of  instnic- 
tions,  though  published  in  a  confederate  newspaper,  has  never  as  yet 
been  put  in  force,  and  that  it  may  be  considered  as  a  dead -letter;  but 
this  cannot  be  affirmed  with  regard  to  the  document  which  forms  the 
next  ground  of  complaint. 

Thirdly,  the  president  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  has  put  forth 
a  proclamation  acknowledging  and  claiming  as  a  belligerent  operation, 
in  behfilf  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  act  of  Bennett  G.  Burley  in 
attempting,  in  1864,  to  capture  the  steamer  Michigan,  with  a  view  to 
release  numerous  confederate  prisoners  detained  in  captivity  in  John- 
son's Island,  on  Lake  Erie. 

Indei)endently  Qf  this  proclamation,  the  facts  connected  with  the 
attack  on  two  other  American  steamers,  the  Philo  Parsons  and  Island 
Queen,  on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  recent  raid  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  which  Lieutenant  Young,  holding,  as  he  affirms,  a  commission 
in  the  Confederate  States  army,  declares  to  have  been  an  act  of  war,  and 
therefore  not  to  involve  the  guilt  of  robbery  and  murder,  show  a  gross 
disregard  of  her  Majesty's  character  as  a  neutral  power,  and  a  desire  to 
involve  her  Majesty  in  hostilities  with  a  coterminous  power  with  which 
Great  Britain  is  at  peace. 

You  may,  gentlemen,  have  the  means  of  contesting  the  accuracy  of 
the  information  on  which  my  foregoing  statements  have  beeh  founded; 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  find  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  been 
misinformed,  although  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  such  has  been  the 
case.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  information  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  received  with  regard  to  these  matters  cannot  be  gainsaid,  I 
trust  that  you  will  feel  j-ourselves  authorized  to  promise,  on  behalf  of 
the  confederate  goveniment,  that  practices  so  offensive  and  unwarrant- 
able shall  cease,  and  shall  be  entirely  abandoned  for  the  future.  I  shall, 
therefore,  await  anxiously  your  reply?  after  referring  to  the  authorities 
of  the  Confederate  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 

J.  M.  Mason,  Esq.,  J.  Sledell,  Esq.,  J.  Mann,  Esq. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  884. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  23, 1865. 

Sm:  I  have  just  come  from  an  interview  with  Lord  Eussell.  He  was 
unwell,  and  received  me  at  his  own  house.  I  had  asked  it  for  two  pur- 
poses. One  of  these  was  to  communicate  to  him  the  substance  of  your 
dispatch  N'o.  1258,  and  especially  to  point  out  to  him  that  portion  of  it 
relating  to  the  intimation  given  by  the  rebel  commissioners  of  some  de- 
vice to  unite  the  sentiment  of  both  sides  on  an  object  not  defined,  yet 
not  diflScult  to  be  conceived. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  m    '         m  • 

•  

The  other  object  of  my  interview  related  to  the  contents  of  your  No. 
1256.  I  gave  him  the  substance  of  it,  remarking  at  the  same  time  that 
its  importance  had  been  much  diminished  by  the  later  action  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  not  yet  known  in  the  United  States.  I  theu 
alluded  to  the  reference  in  Mr.  SlidelPs  letter  to  some  project  that  had 
been  offered  by  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  through  Lord  Cowley,  in  a  manner 
to  invite  explanations  if  his  lordship  felt  so  disposed.  He  readily 
responded.  The  project,  he  said,  had  been  little  or  nothing  more  than 
an  abstract  of  that  part  of  the  minute  of  instructions  which  proposed  to 
save  neutral  property  from  destruction.  If  permission  were  given  to  ad- 
mit it  into  the  neutral  ports.  It  had  been  considered  by  himself  as  inad- 
missible from  the  first,  but  it  had  been  referred,  as  usual,  to  the  Crown 
lawyers,  who  at  once  pronounced  the  whole  scheme  of  adjudication  on 
the  quarter-deck  as  involving  a  departure  from  the  established  law  of 
nations,  which  could  not  be  thought  of  for  a  moment.  He  had  in  con- 
sequence written  a  letter  to  Lord  Cowley,  directing  him  to  communicate 
to  M.  Droujm  de  Lhuys  th^ir  rejection  of  it.  His  lordship  did  not  know 
what  the  French  government  thought  of  it,  but  he  presumed  it  could 
scarcely  have  held  a  different  opinion. 

I  said  I  had  inferred  that  it  must  have  been  so.  All  that  I  had  been 
instructed  to  say  was,  in  case  of  her  Majesty  entertaining  such  a  pro- 
posal, that  we  shoidd  be  inclined  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  new  inter- 
pretation of  law  by  claiming  just  the  same  rights  on  the  ocean  over 
neutral  property.  The  matter  was  not  worth  pursuing  any  further.  I 
should,  therefore,  content  myself  with  simply  leaving  in  his  hands  cop- 
ies of  two  intercepted  letters  of  Mr.  Slidell  that  came  with  the  dispatch, 
particularly  as  one  of  them  appeared  to  contain  some  remarks  upon 

himself  which  might  be  interesting  to  him. 

•  •••••••• 

I  forgot  to  mention  in  its  proper  place  that  I  read  to  Lord  Russell  that 
pa.ssage  of  your  dispatch  which  proposes  as  a  mode  of  meeting  the  ques- 
tions growing  out  of  the  minute  of  instructions  the  exclusion  from  the 
rights  of  belligerents  of  vessels  fitted  out  from  Biitish  ports.  His  lord- 
ship replied  that  the  measure  had  been  fully  considered,  but  that  the 
lord  chancellor  thought  there  were  insurmountable  diiiiculties  attend- 
ing it. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1282. 1  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  Yoiir  dispat€li  of  tbe  10th  of  Februaiy  (No,  874)  has  been  received. 
The  President  is  by  no  means  surprised  at  the  phase  which  our  affairs 
have  assumed  in  Europe.  It  does  not  even  excite  wonder  here  that,  in 
London  as  well  as  in  Paris,  we  are  expected,  immediately  upon  the  end 
of  our  civil  conflict,  to  begin  a  course  of  retaliatory  foreign  wars.  I  do 
not  deny  that  these  apprehensions  find  some  ground  of- support  in  the 
angry  tone  of  our  press.  It  would  evince  equally  a  want  of  national 
sensibility  and  of  national  spirit  if  the  American  press  should  fail  to 
resent  the  insult  and  contumely  which  the  press  of  Great  Britain  has  so 
incessantly  hurled  against  us  during  our  four  years  of  struggle  and 
affliction.  European  statesmen  have  failed  to  acx»,ept — European  poli- 
ticians have  studiously  refused  to  hear  our  explanations  of  our  position 
in  regard  to  foreign  powers,  Notwithstanding  our  continual  protests, 
they  have  persisted  in  derogating  us  from  our  place,  equal  with  their 
own,  as  a  sovereign  power  in  the  family  of  nations,  and,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  able,  they  have  levelled  us  to  the  plane  of  the  insurgents. 
Under  cover  ot  neutrality,  subjects  protected  by  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  have  lavishly  contributed  material  support  to  the  insur- 
gents, and  employed  every  moral  engine  to  aid  them  in  overthrowing 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  European  politicians  do  not  now 
mistake  in  supposing  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  indulging  a 
profound  sense  of  injuiy.  It  would  not  be  unnatural  if  that  sense  of  injury 
should  impel  the  nation,  as  soon  as  its  hands  shall  once  more  be  free,  to 
demand  redress.  Demands  for  redress  are  very  apt  to  culminate  in 
schemes  of  conquest.  This,  however,  is  not  the  policy  of  the  President. 
He  deems  conquests  unnecessary,  demoralizing  and  injurious  to  the 
republic,  as  he  deems  revenge  and  retaliation  unworthy  the  character 
of  a  great  nation.  The  sentiments  and  policy  of  this  government  remain 
unchanged.  Every  word  of  peace  and  good  will  to  foreign  states  that 
we  have  heretofore  spoken,  and  which  has  been  interpreted  as  the  lan- 
guage of  policy  or  of  fear,  is  now  spoken  as  freely  as  before,  when  we 
think  that  all  our  dangers  are  virtually  passed.  The  President  does  not 
for  a  moment  think  of  sending  armies  or  navies  with  such  a  purpose  or 
upon  such  motives  as  have  been  indicated  into  Canada,  or  the  West  Indies, 
or  Mexico.  There  is,  however,  one  necessity  that  is  laid  ui)on  him, 
which  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  put  aside,  if  he  should  desire.  He 
was  committed  at  the  beginning  of  his  present  term  of  administration 
to  retake  and  occupy  all  the  places,  posts,  and  forts  which  the  insurgents 
had  then  taken,  or  afterwards  should  tiike  away  from  the  government, 
and  thus  to  restore  the  national  authority  throughout  the  Union.  He 
will  be  committed  at  the  beginning  of  his  next  tenn  to  every  lawful  effort 
that  shall  tend  to  restore  the  national  prestige  and  influence  abroad, 
just  as  titty  stood  before  this  unhapi)y  civil  war  began.  Always  con- 
fidently anticipating  the, triumph  of  the  Union,  and,  therefore,  always 
foreseeing  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  of  our  relations  with  the 
maritime  powers,  which  must  exist  if  the  end  of  the  civil  war  should 
find  their  injurious  policy  unchanged,  we  have,  in  season,  and,  our 
defamers  say,  out  of  season,  ai)iH*a]cd  to  the  maritime  States,  and 
especially  to  Great  Britain,  to  rescind  in  due  time  such  of  their  i)roclama- 
mations,  orders,  and  decrees  as  derogate  from  our  national  sovereignty 
over  all  territory  and  over  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.    lucre- 
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dulity  in  regard  to  our  ultimate  success  has  indeed  seemed  to  induce 
Great  Britain  to  reject  these  appeals,  and  now  the  end  of  our  war  is 
likely  to  find  us  face  to  face  with  that  nation  in  a  very  disturbed  state 
of  relations.  British  subjects  are  still  sending  forth  piratical  vessels 
to  destroy  our  commerce  and  harass  us  in  our  seaports,  and  these 
vessels  are  regarded  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  as  lawful 
ships  of  war.  I  annex  a  copy  of  a  telegram  just  received  from  Halifax, 
which  shows  the  dangers  of  this  sort  against  which  we  have  to  guard.  Our 
ships  of  war  are  excluded  from  British  ports,  while  our  own  ports  are 
unreservedly  open  to  theirs.  In  this  unfortunate  situation  of  affairs  we 
shall  exertourselvesnot  less  diligently  than  we  have  done  heretofore  to  pro- 
serve  peace  between  the  two  countries.  We  ought  not,  however,  to  be 
expected  to  do  it  without  conciliation,  or  at  least  some  show  of  good 
will  on  the  other  side.  Canada  is  one  of  the  points  where  the  peace  of 
the  two  countries  is  immediately  exposed.  Judge  Smith  yesterday 
adjourned  the  case  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders  eight  days,  and  thus  he  has 
again  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to  modify  our  restrictive  measures  in 
regard  to  that  pro^ince.  There  is  reason  to  hope,  however,  that,  if  not 
the  judiciary,  the  executive  authorities  of  Canada  will  soon  take  such 
proceedings  as  will  reassure  the  border  sentiment.  In  that  case  the 
President  will  hasten  to  manifest  a  renewed  sense  of  security  and  of 
liberality  towards  that  important  province. 

Beyond  Canada,  however,  the  prospect  of  reconciliation  is  clouded. 
The  neutrality  law  and  the  Queen's  proclamation  seem  to  us  to  be  little 
better  than  dead  letters  in  the  courts  of  Great  Britain  and  in  the  docks 
of  Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  The  Eappahannock,  at  Calais,  is  a  receiving 
ship  for  recruiting  agents  residing  and  oi)erating  at  LiverpooL  The 
Shenandoah  is  afloat,  committing  new  depredations  near  the  cape  of 
Good  Hope ;  and  then  almost  daily  we  hear  of  a  new  pirate  clandestinely 
built,  armed,  manned,  and  equipped,  and  dispatched  from  Liverpool. 
Even  Arman's  French  ram,  evading  French  and  Danish  laws,  employs 
the  services  of  a  British  steatner  and  British  merchants  to  effect  its 
unlawful  armament.  Can  any  English  statesman  expect  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  will  endure  an  unprincipled  maiitime  war  at  the 
hands  of  any  people  without  resort  to  self-defense!  What  then  is  to  be 
done!  Shall  the  governments  of  the  two  countries  suffer  them  to  drift 
in  (jonflict!  Must  the  extinguishment  of  slavery  in  the  United  States, 
an  object  so  dear  to  both  nations,  be  atoned  for  by  a  deadly  war  between 
them!  Certainly  such  a  consequence  is  unnecessary.  It  would  be 
criminal. 

I  will  suggest  what  I  think  may  avert  the  danger.  Great  Britain,  I 
think,  must  now  know,  what  hitherto  she  has  so  strangely  doubted, 
namely,  that  to  the  Americans  the  Union  is  the  one  chief  dominating 
object  of  thought  and  affection.  If  they  are  angry  with  Great  Britain, 
it  is  because  they  believe,  with  how  much  reason  it  is  unnecessary  here 
to  say,  that  the  British  nation  has  desired  and  sought  the  overthrow  of 
the  Union.  If  now  Great  Britain  is  satisfied  that  this  cherished  object 
of  American  affection  is  entirely  safe — safe  equally  against  domestic 
treason  and  against  foreign  intervention,  thea  let  her  manifest  in  some 
way  her  contentment  with  that  established  fact.  I  do  not  say  that  this 
shall  be  demonstratively  or  even  formally  done.  It  may  be  done  inci- 
dentally, and  even  as  of  chance.  Let  British  ministers,  hereafter,  instead 
of  speaking  of  us  as  a  nation  that  is,  or  ought,  or  must  be  di^dded  into 
two  nations,  speak  of  us  as  they  rightly  expect  us  to  speak  of  Great 
Britain,  as  a  sovereign  state,  whose  integrity  we  recognize,  and  of  whose 
elements  and  factions  we,  as  neighbor  and  friend,  neither  know  nor  care 
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to  know  anything.  I  think  the  Queen  of  England  is  as  popular  in  the 
United  States  to-day  as  she  is  among  her  own  subjects.  We  refuse  to 
understand  her  allusions  to  us  in  her  late  speech  to  Parliament  as  ungen- 
erous or  unfriendly,  ^yhy  cannot  British  statesmen  be  as  generous  to  the 
United  States  as  their  sovereign!  Then  let  the  vexatious  restriotions 
upon  our  intercourse  with  British  ports  be  removed;  and  let  it  be  sbown 
that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  is  as  welcome  in  British  x^orts  as  the 
British  flag  is  in  our  own.  Let  justice  not  stumble  on  her  coasts,  but 
pursue  Britisli  subjects  on  the  decks  of  British  vessels  who  violate  her 
laws,  and  arrest  them,  if  need  be,  on  the  high  seas,  under  whatever  flag 
they  shall  simulate  in  carrying  on  their  piratical  warfare  against  an 
unoffending  friendly  power.  Great  Britain  knows,  I  think,  how  unex- 
acting  we  are,  and  therefore  she  knows  how  easily  we  can  reciprocate  peace 
with  peace,  and  even,  if  it  is  desired,  fL-iendship  with  friendship.  This 
done,  we  shall  be  able  to  confer  calmly  upon  such  claims  and  questions 
as  remain  to  be  adjusted  in  a  spuit  of  friendship  and  good  will. 

I  do  not  require  you  to  submit  this  dispatch  to  Earl  Russell:  you 
may,  however,  show  any  part  or  the  whole  of  it  to  him  if,  upon  being 
informed  of  its  character,  he  shall  wish  to  see  it. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  dkc.^  iSkc. 


Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Telegram.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Hali/awj  February  27, 1865. 

Information  has  reached  me  from  sources  believed  to  be  reliable,  that 
four  iron-clads  are  on  their  way  from  French  and  English  ports  to  attack 
New  York  City,  and  that  five  blockade-running  steamers,  to  be  con- 
verted into  privateers  armed  with  two  giuis  each,  are  to  co-operate  with 
them.    Privateers  under  command  of  Captain  Moffat. 

M.  M.  JACKSON,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1294.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  9, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  reserved  for  consideration  in  this  paper  the  account 
which,  in  your  dispatch  No.  879,  you  give  of  a  conversation  held  by  you 
with  Earl  Russell,  at  three  o'clock  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  of  February, 
upon  the  subject  of  aggressions  coming  from  British  provinces  and  ports, 
and  certain  papers  relating  thereto,  namely,  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed 
to  you  by  Earl  Kussell,  on  the  15th  of  February  last,  and  of  a  note  which 
•the  earl,  on  the  13th  of  that  month,  addressed  to  the  rebel  emissarieS| 
Slidell,  Mason,  and  Mann,  at  Paris. 

While  1  was  reading  these  papers  Mr.  Burnley  called  and  left  with  me. 
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for  my  perusal,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  he  had  just  received,  in  which  Sari 
Eussell  has  given  his  own  version  of  the  same  conversation  to  whicli  I 
have  before  referred. 

There  is  a  practical  agreement  between  the  two  statements;  the  only 
difference,  if  any,  consists  in  greater  explicitness  of  the  earl's  explana- 
tions to  you,  as  they  are  presented  by  himself. 

In  accordance  with  Earl  Enssell's  suggestion,  the  Secretary  of  War 
has,  by  direction  of  the  President,  transmitted  to  Lieutenant  General 
Grant  the  British  official  copy  of  Earl  Russell's  letter  to  John  Slidell, 
James  M.  Mason,  and  Dudley  Mann,  with  a  direction  to  deliver  it  by  flag 
of  ti'uce  to  General  Lee,  the  general  in  command  of  the  insurgent  forces. 
I  give  you  a  copy  of  my  note  written  on  that  occasion  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  so  soon  as  we  shall  have  received  a  report  from  the  Lieu- 
tenant General  of  his  proceedings  in  the  matter,  I  will  communicate  the 
result  to  you  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that,  in  thus  suffering  the  communication  of  the 
Earl  to  pass  its  military  lines,  this  government  desires  to  be  understood 
as  proceeding  upon  the  ground  of  comity  to  her  Majesty's  government, 
and  as  insisting  at  the  same  time  upon  its  well-known  position,  that  the 
rebels  are  not  justly  or  properly  regarded  by  Great  Britain  as  even  a 
military  power  with  which  foreign  states  can  rightly  hold  any  intercourse 
even  upon  military  subjects.  You  will  make  the  contents  of  this  dispatch 
knowji  to  Earl  Russell. 

It  is  hoped  that  what  we  have  now  done  is  a  substantial  proof  of  the 
wilUngness  and  desire  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  renew 
and  strenghten  its  heretofore  friendly  attitude  towards  the  province  of 
Canada  and  all  the  British  provinces. 

I  think  it  proper  to  refrain  from  expressing  any  judgmentconcerning  the 
expedieucy  of  the  proceeding  which  her  Majesty's  ministers  have  adopted 
in  regard  to  the  violations  of  neutral  rights  committed  by  the  rebels  in 
the  ports  and  provinces  of  the  British  empire.  The  United  States  must 
continue  to  insist  that  the  representations  they  have  heretofore  made  on 
that  subject  to  her  Majesty's  government  are,  in  their  ftill  extent,  reason- 
able and  just.  Nevertheless,  the  President  will  cheerfully  wait  the  result 
of  the  proceedings  which  her  Majesty's  ministers  have  instituted,  and  he 
will  be  ready  to  respond  in  every  case  to  whatever  efforts  the  British 
government  shall  see  fit  to  make,  with  a  view  to  remove  existing  causes 
of  conflict,  in  a  spirit  of  liberality,  conciliation,  and  friendship. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chaeles  Pbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  8, 1865. 

Sir:  The  inclosed  paper  has  been  received  at  this  department  from 
Earl  Eussell,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  with  a  request  that  facilities  might  be  afforded  for  its 
passage  through  the  military  lines  of  the  United  States  forces.  I  have 
to  request  that  the  pai)er  may  be  sent  forward  to  the  Lieutenant  General, 
with  directions  to  cause  the  same  to  be  conveyed  to  General  Lee  by  flag 
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of  truce.    I  have  further  to  request  to  be  infornied  of  the  Lieutenant 
General's  proceedings  in  the  premises. 
•        I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  1311.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  20, 1865. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  dispatch  of  the  16th  ultimo.  No.  879,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  transmission  through  the  military  lines  to  the  insurgent 
chief  of  the  British  official  copy  of  the  note  addressed  by  Earl  Russell, 
under  the  date  of  the  13th  ultimo,  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  and  Mann, 
I  now  inclose  for  communication  to  Earl  Russell,  as  promised  in  my 
dispatch  of  the  9th  instant,  No.  1294,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  15tli 
instant  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  which  is  accompanied  by 
a  copy  of  one  of  the  13th  instant  from  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  and 
of  the  Lieutenant  GeneraPs  letter  to  the  chief  of  the  insurgent  mOitary 
forces  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4&c.,  dte.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr,  Seward. 

War  Depart^ient, 
Washington  City ^' March  15,  1865. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  8th  instant,  inclosing  a 
paper  received  from  Earl  Russell,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  which  you  requested  might  be  sent 
forward  to  the  Lieutenant  General,  with  directions  to  cause  the  same  to 
be  conveyed  by  flag  of  truce  to  General  Lee,  and  asking  to  be  informed 
of  the  Lieutenant  GeneraPs  proceedings  in  the  premises,  the  Secretary 
of  War  instructs  me  to  transmit  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation and  of  its  inclosure  from  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  to  whom  the 
instructions  desired  l)y  you  were  given  on  the  9th  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Oeneral  Orant  to  Mr,  Stanton, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Pointj  Virginiaj  March  13, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  date  9th  instant,  transmitting  letter  of  Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 


638  ENFORCEMENT  OP  NEUTRALITY, 

Secretary  of  State,  forwarding  communication  of  Earl  Russell,  and  to 
inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  this  day 
forwarded  the  same  by  flag  of  truce  to  General  R.  E.  Lee,  commanding 
confederate  armies. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  Oeneral. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


General  Grant  to  General  Lee. 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

March  13, 1805. 

General:  Inclosed  with  this  I  send  you  copy  of  a  communication 
from  Earl  Eussell,  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  England,  to 
Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  and  Mann.  The  accompanying  copy  of  a  note 
from  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  to  tiie  Secretary 
of  War  explains  the  reason  for  sending  it  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  GeneraL 
General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Confederate  States  Armies. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  903.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  23, 1865. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch* 
No.  1241,  of  the  18th  of  January  last,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell 
on  the  17th  of  this  month,  giving  formal  notice  of  the  termination  of  the 
reciprocity  treaty,  and  inclosing,  at  the  same  time,  a  certified  copy  of 
the  resolution  expressing  the  sense  of  both  houses  of  Congress  on  that 
subject.  This  note  was  delivered  by  the  messenger  of  this  legation  at 
the  Foreign  OflBce  at  2  p.  m.,  notice  of  which  was  entered  by  him  on  the 
enveloi>e,  and  also  reported  to  me  on  his  return.  Not  long  afterwards 
,  I  received  from  his  lordship  his  own  acknowledgment  of  the  reception 
of  it.    Copies  are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 

(Delivered  at  the  Foreign  Office,  at  2  p.  m.,  on  March  17, 1865,  by 
James  Ensor.) 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  March  17, 1865. 

My  Lord:  Under  instructions  from  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  certified  copy  of 
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a  joint  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  18th  of  January,  1805,  in  regard  to  the  termination  of 
the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  her  Britannic 
Majesty  on  the  6th  of  June,  1854,  commonly  known  as  the  reciprocity 
treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  further  to  inform  you  that  I  am  directed  to  notify 
her  Majesty's  government  that,  as  it  is  considered  no  longer  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  to  continue  this  treaty  in  force,  it  will 
terminate  and  be  of  no  further  effect,  as  provided  by  the  terms  of  the 
instrument,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the 
reception  by  your  lordship  of  this  notice. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  <£o.,  drc,  i&c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  17, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day,  containing  a  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
approved  by  the  President,  in  regard  to  the  termination  of  the  treaty  of 
1854,  commonly  known  as  the  reciprocity  treaty. 

Her  Majesty  will  instruct  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  on  his  proceeding  to 
Wjishington  as  her  Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary,  upon  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  (fee.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  1325.]  Department  of  State, 

^Yashin(Jton^  March  U7,  18C5. 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  this  date,  addressed  to  this 
department  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the  papers  to  which  it 
refers,  relative  to  the  communication  to  the  insurgents  at  Eichmond  of 
a  copy  of  Earl  EusselPs  note  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  and  Mann,  of  the 
13th  of  Febioiary  last. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  &c.^  &c. 


Mr.  Stanton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department, 
Washington  Cihj^  March  27,  1805. 

Sir  :  The  communication  of  Earl  Eussell,  herewith  inclosed,  was,  at 
your  request,  transmitted  by  this  dex>artment  to  Lieutenant  General 
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Grant,  to  be  forwarded  to  General  Lee.    I  have  now  the  honor  of 
returning  it  to  you,  with  the  accompanying  letters  of  Lieutena^it  General 
Grant  and  General  Lee,  received  by  this  department  this  morning. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  WiLLTATvf  H  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  • 


Mr.  Dana  to  General  Orant 

War  Department, 
WaHliington  City^  March  9,  18G5. 

General  :  This  department  has  received  from  the  honorable  William 
IT.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  a  communication,  a  copy  of  which  is 
hereto  annexed,  for  ycmr  information.  The  paper  referred  to  therein  is 
inclosed  herewith.  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  request  you  to 
please  cause  it  to  be  delivered  to  General  Lee  as  requested,  and  report 
your  action  to  this  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  oftlie  United  States. 


General  Orant  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

Headquarters  Armies  op  the  United  States, 

City  Pointy  Va.,  March  25,  1805. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  communicatiim  of  General 
K.  E.  Lee,  "commanding  armies  Confederate  States,''  bf  date  23d  instant, 
with  inclosui'es. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant  General. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington  City. 


R.  E,  Lee  to  General  Grant. 

Headquarters  C  S.  Armies, 

March  23,  1865, 

General  :  In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  government  of  the 
Confederate  States,  transmitted  to  me  through  the  8e(^retary  of  War, 
the  documents  recently  forwarded  by  you  are  respectfully  returned. 

I  am  directed  to  say  "that  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States 
cannot  recognize  as  authentic  a  paper  which  is  neither  an  original  nor 
attested  as  a  copy ;  nor  (jould  they  under  any  circumstances  consent  to 
hold  intercourse  with  a  neutral  nation  through  the  medium  of  open  dis- 
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patches  sent  through  hostile  lines  after  being  read  and  approved  by  the 
enemies  of  the  confederacy.'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE,  General. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Obant, 

Commanding  United  States  Armies. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  916.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  April  6, 1865. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department  numbered  from  1303  to  1316,  inclusive. 

With  regard  to  the  directions  contained  in  Nos.  1309, 1311,  and  1316, 
as  well  as  1294,  previously  received,  I  had  obtained  an  opportunity  for 
an  interview  with  Lord  Bussell  to  talk  over  the  matters  contained  in 
them  on  Tuesday  last :  but  upon  paying  my  visit,  I  found  his  lordship 
was  so  unwell  as  to  oe  unable  to  see  me.  I  then  left  with  him  the 
dispatches,  as  he  had  suggested,  for  his  information  only;  and  I  made 
an  arrangement  to  wait  upon  him  as  soon  as  he  should  be  prepared  to 
assign  me  a  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAlifCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Uo.  922.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  12,  1866. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  from  1317  to  ^1327,  inclusive. 

I  have  also  received  in  a  note  from  the  dispatch  agent  at  Boston,  Mr. 
Emory,  a  telegram  requesting  me  to  send  notice  to  Jifi.  Perry,  at  Madrid, 
concerning  Mr.  J.  P.  Hall  and  the  steamer  Kearsarge,  which  I  caused  to 
be  done  yesterday^  the  11th  instant. 

I  had  an  interview  with  Lord  Bussell  yesterday,  and  brought  to  his 
notice  such  parts  of  the  contents  of  your  Nos.  1317, 1321, 1322, 1323,  and 
1325,  as  you  wished  him  to  know,  as  also  the  contents  of  a  note  I  had 
just  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  tne  consul  at  Liverpool,  respecting  the 
arrival  of  the  Tallahassee  at  that  place  under  the  guise  of  a  merchantman. 

He  seemed  to  be  gratified  with  the  language  of  No.  1321.  This  led  to  a 
vague,  general  conversation  upon  the  subject  of  the  outfits  and  other  opera- 
tions of  the  rebels,  and  the  efforts  that  had  been  made  to  check  them,  from 
which  I  recollect  no  material  point  to  report.  He  alluded  to  the  receipt 
of  my  note  to  him  of  the  7th  instant,  which  embodies  the  general  argu- 
ment on  this  subject  as  being  of  so  important  a  nature  that  he  should  be 
obliged  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  cabinet  before  making  a  reply.  As 
the  members  are  dispersed  in  the  country  during  the  Easter  holidays,  it 
is  not  probable  that  a  meeting  will  take  place  for  a  week  or  two. 

I  think  I  perceive  some  beneficial  results  from  the  more  energetic 
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injunctions  issued  to  the  authorities  in  the  colonial  dependencies  in 
checking  the  abuses  of  neutrality,  which  have  heretofore  been  tolerated 
in  almost  all  their  ports.  The  accounts  of  the  proceedings  at  Melbourne 
are  very  similar  to  those  reported  at  Bermuda  by  Mr.  Allen  in  the 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  came  to  me  with  your  No.  1317  of  the  22d  of 
March.  They  must  be  very  embarrassing  to  the  rebel  cruisers.  Had 
this  gpvemment  started  with  such  measures  at  the  outset,  the  effect 
would  have  been  materially  to  discourage  the  prosecution  of  the  schemes, 
and  to  deter  British  subjects  from  those  measures  of  active  sympathy 
which  have  given  them  nearly  all  their  force.  The  reasons  why  it  did 
not  do  so  are  not  difficult  to  trace.  They  sprang  partly  firom  the  natural 
inertia  of  the  system,  rarely  to  be  overcome  excepting  under  the  pressure 
of  strong  i)opular  feeling,  and  partly  from  the  inharmonious  temper  of 
the  cabinet  on  the  subject  of  our  affairs.  It  is  not  quite  within  the 
range  of  a  dispatch  liable  to  be  published  to  dwell  more  fully  upon  such 
matters.  Enough  to  say  that  the  course  of  events  has,  to  a  certain 
extent,  modified  previous  difficulties  and  inspired  more  union  in  tiie 
prosecution  of  an  energetic  policy.  This  has  shown  itself  in  Canada,  as 
well  as  in  many  other  places  at  home  and  abroad.  And  although  I  will 
not  venture  to  affirm  that  it  has  got  so  far  as  you  desire,  the  open  retrac- 
tion of  the  original  mistake,  I  am  yet  fiilly  impressed  with  the  notion 
that  it  will  contribute  so  far  as  it  may  indirectly  to  counteract  all  the 
tendencies  that  have  made  that  measure  so  mischievously  injurious. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  931.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  April  20,  1865. 

Sm :  In  connection  with  your  dispatch  No.  1325,  of  the  27tli  of  March, 
I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  of  the 
12th  instant,  and  likewise  of  his  reply  on  the  17th,  respecting  the  copy 
of  his  lordship's  note  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  and  Maun,  which  was  sent 
forward  to  the  so-called  authorities  at  Richmond  and  returned  by  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCES  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd. 

Secretary  oj  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  April  12, 18^. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  certain  letters  which 
have  passed  between  the  military  authorities  on  the  lines  before  Rich- 
mond in  relation  to  the  document  which,  in  jfxy  conversation  held  with 
your  lordship  on  the  14th  of  February,  you  expressed  a  wish  to  have 
forwarded  to  that  city  through  the  channels  of  communication  established 
between  the  contending  parties.  I  likewise  have  the  honor  to  return  the 
original  document  itself. 
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I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yonr  lordship^s  most 
obedient  servant^ 

CFTAELES  PRANOIB  ADAM8. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  iSc,  dkcj  &o. 


flnclosiires.] 

1.  Mr.  Stanton  to  Mr.  Seward,  March  27, 1865. 

2.  General  Grant  to  Mr.  Stanton,  March  25, 1865. 

3.  Greneral  Lee  to  General  Grant,  March  23, 1865. 

4.  Lord  Bussell  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  and  Mann,  February  13, 1866. 

[The  above  inclosures,  marked  1,  2,  and  3,  are  published  in  connection 
with  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  No.  1326,  March  27, 1865,  and  No.  4  with 
Mr.  Adams's  No.  879,  February  16, 1865,  post] 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  11  j  1866. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  returning  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Slidell,  Mr.  Mason, 
and  Mr.  Mann,  of  the  13th  of  February,  and  inclosing  copies  of  a  corre- 
spondence which  has  passed  between  the  military  authorities  in  the  lines 
before  Bichmond  in  relation  thereto,  and  I  have  to  request  you  to  convey 
to  your  government  the  thanks  of  her  Mjyesty's  government  for  their 
proceedings  in  this  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Ghables  Fbangis  Adahs,  Esq.,  &0.J  &o.j  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  938.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Landon,  April  28, 1865. 

Sis:  In  connection  with  my  dispatch  No.  879.  of  the  16th  of  February, 
covering  a  copy  of  Lord  BusselVs  note  to  me  or  the  1st  of  that  month, 
now  forward  a  copy  of  a  second  note  from  him  of  the  25th  instant, 
reporting  the  result  of  an  investigation  made  at  Bermuda  on  the  character 
of  certain  steamers  which  arrived  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd. 

Secretary  of  State. 


Ea/rl  BusseU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  April  25, 1865. 

Sib:  In  my  letter  of  the  Ist  of  February  I  had  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  due  inquiry  should  be  made  respecting  the  proceedings  of  two 
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Tessels,  the  Yirginia  and  Louisa  Ann  Fanny,  to  which  you  had  called  my 
attention  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  of  January. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  a  report  has  been  received 
from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda  respecting  these  vessels,  as 
well  as  respecting  the  City  of  Eichmond,  which  was  mentioned  in  the 
letters  from  Mr.  Morse  which  accompanied  your  note,  and  the  steamer 
Ajax,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda  had 
been  called  by  a  communication  from  her  Msyesty's  charg^  d'affaires  at 
Washington. 

The  lieutenant  governor  states,  1st,  as  to  the  Virginia,  that  she  had 
been  at  Bermuda,  but  not  since  the  25th  of  January,  when  she  left  with 
cargo  for  Nassau;  2d,  that  the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny  cleared  for  Havana 
on  the  8th  of  March,  the  day  on  which  the  Instructions  respecting  h^r 
reached  the  lieutenant  governor;  3d,  that  the  Ajax  had  not  appeared  in 
Bermuda;  4th,  that  the  City  of  Eichmond  had  been  at  Bermuda,  bat 
had  left  for  Nassau  before  the  instructions  respecting  her  arrived. 

With  regard  to  this  latter  vessel,  the  lieutenant  governor  states  that 
as  she  arrived  with  the  reputation  of  having  been  used  for  belligerent 
purposes  elsewhere,  she  had  been  strictly  watched,  and  her  state  and 
proceedings  had  been  matters  of  especial  consideration  on  the  part  of  tlie 
authorities.  But  notwithstanding  the  vigilance  used  towards  her,  and 
the  attention  she  attracted,  the  lieutenant  governor  was  not  aware  of  any 
fact  whatever  indicating  that  she  broke  the  law  at  Bermuda,  or  was 
preparing  to  break  it  elsewhere.  After  the  City  of  Bichmond  had 
obtained  her  clearance,  the  lieutenant  governor  was  appealed  to  by  vari- 
ous parties,  between  whom  disputes  respecting  her  had  arisen,  to  cause 
the  ship  to  be  detained,  but  the  lieutenant  governor  was  advised  that  he 
could  not  interfere. 

With  regard  to  the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny,  the  lieutenant  governor  observes 
that  she  arrived  loaded,  but  that  while  at  Bermuda  she  applied  for 
permission  to  ship  some  saltpeter,  rifles,  and  other  merchandise,  and  that 
the  lieutenant  governor,  having  been  advised  that  there  was  no  sufficient 
cause  for  prohibiting  the  shipment,  allowed  it  to  take  place.  The  lieu- 
tenant governor  further  states^  that  either  this  is  not  the  same  vessel  as 
that  mentioned  by  Mr.  Morse  m  his  letter  to  you,  or  else  that  Mr.  Morse 
greatly  overrates  her  draught,  which  differs  little,  so  far  as  the  lieutenant 
governor  could  ascertain,  from  that  of  several  notorious  blockade-runners, 
and  affords  no  evidence  that  she  was  built  for  other  than  the  blockade* 
running  service.  She  was  closely  watched,  but  nothing  was  discovered 
to  indicate  that  her  employment  was  not  strictly  mercantile. 

The  lieutenant  governor  adds,  that  whenever  a  ship  has  arrived  at  the 
Bermudas,  under  reasonable  suspicion  of  warlike  intention,  she  has  been 
strictly  watched;  that  in  no  instance  has  it  been  proved  that  a  ship  has 
armed  there,  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  good  reason  for 
belie\ing  that  illegal  purposes  have  been  frustrated  by  vi^lance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1520,]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtony  Angtist  22, 1865. 

Sir:  I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  between  her  Ms^jesty's  legation  and  this  department 
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upon  the  subject  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  notice  abrogating  the  agree- 
ment contained  in  the  convention  of  1817,  limiting  the  nav^  armament 
on  the  lakes. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  <£?c.,  dc. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

WASHINGKrON,  JWM  16,  1865. 

Sir:  Yon  will  doubtless  recollect  that  in  November  last  formal  notice 
was  given  to  her  Majesty's  government  by  the  American  minister  in 
London,  that  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  the  government  of  the 
United  States  would  deem  themselves  at  liberty  to  increase,  if  they  saw 
fit,  their  naval  armament  on  the  lakes. 

In  March,  however,  Mr.  Adams,  in  compliance  with  instructions,  dated 
March  8,  informed  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  were  quite  willing  that  the  agreement  of  1817,  in 
regard  to  armament  on  the  lakes,  should  remain  practically  in  force; 
that  the  United  States  had  not  constructed  any  additional  war  vessels 
on  the  lakes,  and  that  no  such  vessel  would  be  built  or  armed  by  them 
in  that  quarter:  and  that  they  hoped  the  same  course  would  be  pursued 
by  the  British  government. 

It  may  admit  of  a  doubt  whether  the  notice  of  the  abrogation  of  the 
agreement  has  been  rendered  inoperative  by  the  communication  thus 
made  through  the  American  minister,  and,  as  it  is  essential  that  no 
misapprehension  should  exist  on  so  important  a  point,  I  am  instructed 
to  ascertain  whether  the  dispatch  to  Mr.  Adams  of  the  8th  of  March 
was  intended  as  a  formal  withdrawal  of  the  notice  given  by  the  Amercian 
minister  to  Earl  Eussell  on  November  the  23d,  or  whether,  as  the  period 
of  six  months  from  the  date  of  that  notice  has  now  elapsed,  the  agree- 
ment of  1817  is  virtually  at  an  end,  and  the  abstinence  of  either  party 
from  increasing  its  force  on  the  lakes,  without  further  notice,  rests 
merely  on  the  good  pleasure  of  each,  unfettered  by  any  diplomatic 
engagement. 

Her  Majest^^'s  government  consider  that  in  the  latter  case  a  very 
inconvenient  state  of  things  would  exist;  and  I  am  directed  to  add. 
that  it  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  best  course  would 
be,  that  the  notice  of  November  23d  should  be  formally  withdrawn, 
whereby  the  agreement  of  1817  would  remain  unimpaired,  and  would 
continue  binding  on  both  parties  until  six  months  after  fresh  notice  by 
either  of  them  of  its  abrogation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

FEEDEEICK  W.  A.  BEUCB. 

Hon.  William  Htjntee,  cfe<?.,  <6c.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Dbpaetment  op  State, 

WashinfftoTij  June  16, 1865. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday,  relative  to  the  notice  given  by  Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell  in 
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November,  1864,  and  also  having  reference  to  a  subsequent  note  of  the 
dth  of  March,  which  Mr.  Adams  addressed  to  his  lordship,  touching  the 
increase  of  naval  armaments  on  the  lakes.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor 
to  ii^orm  you  that  the  instruction  to  the  United  States  minister  at 
London,  upon  whidi  his  note  pf  the  8th  of  March  referred  to  was  based, 
was  intended  as  a  withdrawal  of  the  previous  notice  within  the  time 
allowed,  and  that  it  is  so  held  by  this  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 

RftT*VAllt 

'  WJLUAM  H.  8BWABD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Brttoe,  <6c.,  cfec,  dkc. 


8ir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  AM/ffoxt  19, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  forwarded  to  her  Majesty's 
principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  a  copy  of  the  note  addressed 
to  me  by  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  on  the  16th  of  June,  canceling 
the  notice  previously  given  respecting  naval  armaments  on  the  lakes. 

Her  Majesty's  government  has  instructed  me,  while  expressing  the 
satisfaction  with  which  that  note  is  received,  to  st£bte  that  they  under- 
stand thereby  that  the  notice  abrogating  the  agreement  contained  in  the 
convention  of  1817,  limiting  naval  armaments  on  the  lakes,  is  absolutely 
withdrawn,  and  that  the  convention  of  1817  wiU  continue  in  force  unless 
it  shall  be  hereafter  terminated  by  a  fresh  six  months'  notice,  to  be 
given  by  either  of  the  parties  thereto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

FEEDBEIOK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.^  dc,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce-. 

Department  of  State, 

Wa^Mngton^  August  22, 18^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
19th  instant^  informing  me  "that  her  Majesty's  government  understand 
that  the  notice  abrogating  the  agreement  contained  in  the  convention 
of  1817,  limiting  naval  armaments  on  the  lakes,  is  absolutely  withdrawn, 
and  that  the  convention  of  1817  will  continue  in  force  unless  it  should 
be  hereafter  terminated  by  a  fresh  six  months'  notice,  to  be  given  by 
either  of  the  parties  thereto." 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  statement  of  her 
Majesty's  government  is  accepted  as  a  correct  interpretation  of  the  inten- 
tion in  this  matter  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WTTJiTAM  H.  SBWABD. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  W.  A.  Bruce,  &c.^  cfec,  &c. 


QENEBAL  SUBJECT  OF  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY.        647 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1137.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Jawuary  25, 1866. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  written  circular  received 
from  Lord  Clarendon,  dated  the  20th  instant^  requesting  that  informa- 
tion may  be  given  to  the  British  government  m  cases  therein  described* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEAKCI8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Circular.] 

Foreign  Office,  January  20, 1866. 

Sir:  As  it  would  be  a  very  great  convenience  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  have  an  assurance  that  vessels  evidently  calculated  for  warlike 
purposes  and  alleged  to  be  building  in  the  private  ship-building  yards 
of  this  country,  on  account  of  foreign  governments,  are  really  intended 
for  the  service  of  such  governments,  whereby  all  questions  and  suspi- 
cions in  regard  to  their  possible  destination  would  be  obviated,  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  obtain  from  your 
government  authority  to  make  known  to  her  Majesty's  government,  as 
occasion  may  exist,  the  mere  fact  that  any  such  vessels  are  constructing 
or  are  ordered  to  be  constructed  in  this  country,  on  its  account. 

You  may  safely  give  an  assurance  to  your  government,  that  the  object 
in  seekiug  this  information  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  any  inquiry 
or  of  exercising  any  influence  or  control  in  regard  to  the  orders  which  it 
may  give  for  building  ships  of  war  in  this  country,  but  solely  that  her 
Majesty's  government  may  know  that  any  such  ships  which  may  be  in 
course  of  construction  are  really  destined  for  the  service  of  a  foreign 
power  not  at  war  with  any  other  foreign  power  friendly  to  her  Majesty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

CLAEENDON. 

Chales  Francis  Adahs,  Esq.,  <£c.,  c£o.,  dc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Clarendon. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  24, 1866. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  vour  cir- 
cular of  the  20th  instant,  requesting  me  to  obtain  authority  from  my 
government  to  make  known  to  her  Majesty's  government  any  case  in 
which  a  vessel  or  vessels  calculated  for  warlike  purposes  may  be  building 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  private  shi^-building  yards  of 
this  country. 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  lordship's  desire,  by 
at  once  transmitting  to  my  government,  for  its  consideration,  a  copy  of 
your  note. 
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I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assiiraDces  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELE8  FRAlJrCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  the  Eabl  of  Glaeendon,  <&c.,  c&c,  i6o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1687.]  Depabtment  op  State, 

Washinfftofiy  February  17,  1806. 

Snt:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  25tli 
of  January,  No.  1137,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  written  circular,  addressed 
to  you  by  Lord  Clarendon,  in  which  you  are  requested  to  obtain  author- 
ity from  this  government  to  make  known  to  that  of  her  Majesty  any  case 
in  which  a  vessel  or  vessels  intended  for  warlike  purposes  may  be  bmlding 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  private  ship-building  yards  of 
Great  Britain.  In  reply  thereto  I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  her 
Mjyesty's  government,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  16th  instant  upon  the 
subjec^  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Francis  Adahs,  Esq.,  c&c,  i&Cj  &c. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington^  February  16,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
lOUi  instant,  inclosing  a  dispatch  numbered  1137,  from  Mr.  Adams, 
United  States  minister  at  London,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  circular 
from  Lord  Clarendon,  asking  to  be  informed  if  there  are  any  vessels  cal- 
culated for  war  purposes  buHding  in  England  on  account  of  this  govern- 
ment. 

In  returning  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  I  have  to  state  that  this  govern- 
ment has  had  no  vessel  building  within  the  British  dominions,  nor  con- 
tracted for  any  to  be  built,  during  my  administration  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, commencing  in  March,  1861. 
Very  respectfiilly,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  60.]  United  States  Constjlate, 

Liverpool^  May  3,  1862. 

Sir:  One  of  the  leading  men  in  Liverpool,  engaged  in  fitting  out 
vessels  for  the  rebels,  last  night  informed  a  man  whom  he  did  not  sus- 
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pect,  that  they  had  purchased  here  in  England  thirty  steamers,  a  part  of 
which  had  already  sailed,  and  the  balaace  of  which  were  now  being  got 
ready  as  fast  as  possible;  that  they  were  all  to  be  off  before  the  last  of 
this  month,  and  are  to  start  from  some  point  to  be  determined  npon, 
and  to  make  a  descent  npon  some  part  of  the  United  States.  The  vessels 
are  all  to  take  ont  arms,  and  no  donbt  will  be  armed  when  they  make 
the  descent.  He  mentioned  all  the  steamers  that  I  have  reported  as 
having  been  purchased,  and  one  other,  called  the  Semaphore,  which  has 
been  running  between  Liverpool  ana  Oalway,  and  is  said  to  be  a  very 
fast  and  superior  boat.  ♦  *  *  * 

The  steamer  Memphis,  at  this  port,  is  one  of  the  vesssels  purchased. 
She  is  now  taking  on  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  She  has  had  port- 
holes made  for  cannon.  From  all  that  I  learn  I  am  satisfied  that  a 
fleet  is  being  fitted  out  with  the  view  of  doing  something,  and  quite 
likely  of  making  a  combined  attack  ux>on  some  unprotected  point.  I 
deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  commilnicate  the  intelligence  at  once  to  the 
department,  as  I  have  received  it,  for  what  it  is  wortJIi. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  cf  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  61.[  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  May  7, 1862. 

Sie:        ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  *  .    * 

Deeming  the  information  of  the  purchase  of  thirty  steamers  for' the 
purpose  of  making  a  combined  attack  upon  our  coast,  the  particulars  of 
which  were  furnished  in  dispatch  No.  60,  was  so  important  as  to  require 
me  to  lay  it  before  Mr.  Adams,  United  States  minister  at  London^  I  went 
there  on  Saturday  evening  last  for  that  purpose,  and  to  ascertain  what 
was  being  done  in  that  city  towards  fitting  out  the  expedition.  I  com- 
municated all  the  particulars  known  to  me,  to  Mr.  Adams  and  our  consul, 
Mr.  Morse.  They  both  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the  matter.  Every- 
thing that  I  have  heard  since  confirms  and  gives  strength  to  the  infor- 
mation previously  received.  Within  the  last  ninety  days  the  following 
steamers,  all  of  which  have  been  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
South  in  some  way  or  other,  have  sailed  from  this  port,  and  all  carrying 
cannon,  rifles,  and  munitions  of  war :  The  Hearld,  Bermuda,  Oreto, 
Minho,  Tubal  Cain,  and  Cumbia.  Within  the  same  period  there  has 
sailed  from  Hull  the  steamer  Hero;  from  Hamburg,  the  Bahamia;  from 
London,  the  Economist,  the  Southwick,  the  Lloyd,  and  the  Pacific.  At 
Hull  there  is  now  fitting  out  the  Modern  Greece;  at  Belfast^  the  Adela; 
at  Cardiff,  the  Khersonese,  and  at  this  port  the  Memphis,  the  Julia 
Usher,  the  Semaphore,  the  Scotia,  and  the  Anglia,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
gunboat  being  built  by  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  making,  with  the 
other  two  on  their  way  from  Scotland,  twenty-two  steamers— quite  a 
respectable  fleet  of  themselves.  I  am  satisfied  that  some  mischief  is 
intended.    What  it  is  I  do  not  know.    The  person  who  gave  the  infor- 
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mation  says  it  is  to  make  a  combined  attack*  Their  place  of  rendezrons 
most  likely  will  be  Nassau,  but  it  may  be  Bermuda  or  Havana,  or  some 
other  place  that  we  do  not  suspect.  They  will  have  an  abundance  of 
arms  at  Nassau,  enough  to  arm  fifty  steamers,  and  by  the  returns  of 
cargoes,  which  are  inclosed,  you  will  perceive  naval  stores  in  great 
abundance.    One  ship,  the  Southerner,  has  twelve  hogsheads  of  bread, 

twenty  sacks  of  potatoes,  and  nine  hundred  and  forty-two  bags  coffee. 

****** 

I  have  the  honor  to  b^,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DXJDLBY, 

United  States  Consul, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  DtuUey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  164.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  November  21, 1S62. 
Qybli  *••*••** 
I  am  satisfied  from  what  I  have  seen  since  I  have  been  here  in  this 
country  that  England  is  the  main  dependence  of  the  rebels  for  arms, 
ammunition,  and  aU  kinds  of  clothing  for  their  army,  and  that  it  has  been 
the  supplies  from  here  which  has  fed  the  rebellion  and  kept  it  alive. 
Hence  their  urgent  appeals,  and  the  great  efforts  now  making  here  to 
relieve  them.  That  these  efforts  are  all  that  I  have  stated,  I  beg  to  refer 
you  to  the  vessels  that  have  been  recently  purchased.  Within  the  past 
few  ,weeks  the  following  fast  steamers  have  been  purchased  here  in  Eng- 
land to  run  the  block^e,  and  are  all  held  by  British  owners,  at  least 
nominally :  lona.  Pearl,  Thistle,  Antona,  Giraffe,  Eagle,  Havelock,  Prin- 
cess Eoyal,  ^NTortnumbria,  ^NTicolai  First,  Douglas,  Ruby,  Britannia,  Wave 
Queen,  and  Justicia.  Of  these,  the  lona  has  been  sunk  off  Greenock. 
The  Pearl,  Thistle,  Antona,  Wave  Queen,  Giraffe,  Eagle,  ISTorthumbria, 
KicoM  First,  Ruby^iand  Justicia  have  been  loaded  and  are  on  their  wayj 
the  others  are  loadmg  or  preparing  to  load.  The  steamer  Oomubia  re- 
cently saUed  from  Glasgow.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  now  six  other 
steamers  in  the  same  service  at  this  port,  loading  or  preparing  to  load, 
as  follows :  Julia  Usher,  loaded  and  ready  to  sail :  the  Gladiator  and 
Bahama  loading,  and  the  Peterhoff,  Stanley,  and  Minnie  ready  to  load. 
During  the  last  six  weeks  a  large  number  of  sailing  vessels  have  been 
purchased  and  taken  up  to  run  the  blockade,  or  to  carry  supplies  for  the 
South  to  ^NTassau,  Bermuda,  or  Havana.  During  the  same  time  the  regu- 
lar traders  between  Liverpool  and  the  West  Indies,  two  or  three  of  which 
leave  every  week,  carry  more  or  less,  and  some  fuU  cargoes  of  supplies 
and  munitions  of  war  for  the  insurgents.  There  are  now  six  sailing  ves- 
sels loading  here,  most  of  them  to  run  the  blockade :  the  Mary  Francis, 
Speculator,  Queen  of  the  Usk,  Digby,  Chatham,  and  Peep-o'-day.  The 
Severn,  Monmouth,  and  Intrinsic  have  cleared  within  a  few  days.  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  number  of  sailing  vessels  from  other  English 
ports,  and  do  not  go  back  to  refer  to  those  that  have  cleared  from  this 
for  any  time  back.    The  steamers  I  have  mentioned  are  only  those  that 
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have  come  nnder  my  notice,  and  most  likely  £all  far  short  of  tiliose  which 
have  been  purchased. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  186.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  December  30, 1862. 

Sm:  Eeferring  to  previous  dispatches  and  the  subject  of  building 
naval  vessels  in  Great  Britain  for  the  so-called  confederate  govern- 
ment in  the  southern  States  of  the  United  States,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  go  over  the  matter  and  give  in  detail  all  that  I  know  about  them,  that 
the  department  may  be  fully  advised  as  to  the  number,  character,  and 
probable  time  when  they  will  be  ready  for  sea. 

I  deem  this  the  more  essential  on  account  of  the  great  importance  of 
the  subject,  as  well  as  the  uneasiness  manifested  in  the  large  cities  at 
home  and  the  misapprehension  as  to  their  numbers. 

I  have  taken  much  pains  to  gather  iaformation  on  this  subject,  and 
have  personally  visited  some  of  the  yards  where  these  vessels  arebeiug 
built,  and  from  all  that  I. can  gather  am  satisfied  that  there  are  four  war 
or  naval  vessels  now  building  that  are  certainly  intended  for  the  rebel 
government,  as  foUows,  to  wit : 

Two  rams  at  Laird's  yard  at  Birkenhead,  the  gunboat  building  at  the 
yard  of  William  O.  Miller  &  Son,  in  Liverpool,  (the  same  who  built  !the 
Oreto,)  and  the  large  iron-clad  steam  ram  at  the  yard  of  James  and 
George  Thomson,  in  Glasgow.  In  addition  to  these  the  Lairds  are 
building  at  their  yard  two  other  steamers,  which  they  say  are  intended 
for  the  Chinese  government,  and  have,  within  the  past  few  days,  laid 
the  keel  of  a  third  steamer.  The  two  first  named  are  considerably 
advanced.  Perce  &  Co.,  at  Stockton,  are  buildiag  a  suspicious  steamer 
at  that  place,  and  Wigram  and  Langley  are  each  building  a  steamer  at 
their  yards,  io  London,  both  of  which  are  represented  to  be  for  the  Bus- 
sian  government.  These  six  steamers  last  named  are  suspicious.  I 
know  of  no  others  now  building  in  the  kingdom  likely  to  be  for  the 
insurgents. 

LAIBDS'  BAMS. 

The  two  rams  or  iron-clad  steamers  building  at  the  yard  of  William 
and  John  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  are  of  the  S3>me  size  and  dimensions 
in  all  particulars,  and  are  to  have  the  same  finish  and  armament.  The 
keels  are  two  hundred  feet  long,  the  vessels  when  finished  two  hundred 
and  forty  feet  over  all,  depth  of  hold  twenty-one  and  a  half  feet,  breadth 
of  beam  thirty-seven  and  a  half  feet,  over  all  forty  feet.  The  stem  of 
the  vessels  are  built  out  over  the  screw  in  such  a  manner  as  to  protect 
it.  I  should  judge  the  projection  at  the  stem  to  be  not  less  than  thirty 
feet.  -  On  the  €tem  there  is  a  strong  ram  of  solid  wrought  iron  project- 
ing about  eight  feet  just  under  the  water-line.    The  bottoms  are  nearly 
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flat)^  with  great  bearings  to  support  the  heavy  armament  plates.  The 
engines  are  three  hundred  horse-power,  and  horizontal.  In  the  eon- 
straetion,  regard  to  sx>eed  as  weU  as  strength  seems  to  have  been  con- 
sidered. The  hull  is  to  be  in  water-tight  compartments^  it  is  said  twelve 
in  number.  Some  are  small,  especially  those  in  the  vicmity  of  the  ram. 
The  keels  and  ribs  are  of  wrought  iron.  The  first  or  inner  plates  are  of 
iron,  averaging  one  and  one-fourth  inch  thick.  Over  these,  on  the 
outside,  are  to  be  iron  plates  four  and  one-half  inches  thick,  the  armor 
plates  to  extend  down  three  and  one-half  feet  below  the  water-line.  On 
the  inside  is  to  be  teak-wood  ten  inches  thick. 

My  information  is  that  the  decks  are  to  be  water-tight,  and  so  con- 
structed that  they  can  have  twelve  inches  of  water  on  them  when  in 
action,  the  water  to  be  pimiped  up  by  an  engine.  One  of  the  rams  is 
further  advanced  than  the  other.  They  expect  to  have  her  ready  for 
launching  by  the  last  of  February  or  the  first  of  March  next.  I  should 
judge  she  would  be  completed  by  that  time.  The  engines  are  being 
made  in  the  yard  by  the  Lairds,  and  will  be  finished  by  the  time  she  is 
launched.  This  one  will  be  ready  for  sea  about  the  first  of  April.  The 
other  is  a  month  behind.  According  to  Lairds'  plan  of  distinguishing 
vessels,  (they  build  .by  numbers,)  these  vessels  are  numbered  respectively 
294  and  295.  It  is  quite  x>ossible  that  some  of  the  particulars  given 
above  are  not  strictly  accurate,  and  as  they  approach  completion  we  shall 
find  them  so,  but  they  approximate  as  nearly  as  can  now  be  ascertained 
by  outsiders.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  character  of  these  two  vessels, 
or  the  service  for  which  they  are  intended.  They  are  formidable  iron-clad 
steam  rams  for  naval  purposes,  and  built  and  intended  for  the  rebel  gov- 
ernment in  the  United  States,  and  known  to  be  such  by  their  builders, 
and  so  understood  by  most  of  the  workmen  employed  upon  them.  One 
fact  alone  shows  that  the  builders  know  for  whom  they  are  intended 
and  purpose  for  which  they  are  to  be  used.  They  studiously  make  every 
effort  to  conceal  them,  will  not  permit  strangers  to  visit,  and  themselves 
refuse  to  give  the  least  information  about  them. 

LAIBDS'  OTHER  STEAMERS. 

There  are  two  other  steamers  building  at  Lairds'  yard.  They  are 
numbered  297  and  298,  built  of  iron,  and  intended  for  war  or  naval  pur- 
poses. They  are  in  a  forward  state  of  completion ;  one  will  be  ready  to 
launch  in  February  next.  I  have  very  strong  suspicions  that  these 
two  vessels  are  also  intended  for  the  confederates,  and  information  ob- 
tained within  the  past  few  days,  from  dififerent  sources,  strengthens  my 
suspicions.  I  will  endeavor  to  gain  more  certain  information  and  partic- 
ulars of  their  dimensions,  &c.  They  give  out  that  they  are  intended  for 
the  Chinese  government — a  very  improbable  story,  it  so  seems  to  me. 
The  keel  of  a  fifth  vessel  has  within  the  last  few  days  been  laid  in 
their  yard.  She  is  numbered  299.  I  understand  she  is  to  be  a  war 
vessel,  but  who  for  I  have  not  heard. 

THE  GLASGOW  RAM. 

This  vessel  is  building  at  the  yard  of  James  and  George  Thomson, 
in  Glasgow.  The  keel  is  250  feet  long.  Her  tonnage  is  said  to  be 
over  3,^,  and  cost  of  construction  three  hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling. 

The  keel  and  ribs  of  this  vessel  are  of  wrought  iron.  The  stem-post 
is  of  iron,  perpendicular,  with  an  immense  ram  of  solid  iron  projecting 
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some  eight  feet  jast  beneath  the  water-line.  I  have  none  of  the  partica- 
lars  about  her  constraction  other  than  that  she  is  to  be  iron-clad,  and 
built  for  speed  as  well  as  strength.  The  consul  at  that  port  has  prob- 
ably given  you  more  full  details.  She  will  not  be  ready  to  launch  before 
the  first  of  May,  unless  they  push  her  more  rapidly  than  they  have  thus 
far.  It  is  not  therefore  likely  that  she  will  be  ready  for  sea  before 
June  or  July.  From  information  received  from  many  sources,  I  have 
no  doubt  about  this  vesseL  She  is  also  intended  for  the  rebel  govern- 
ment. 

STEAMER  AT  STOCKTON. 

This  vessel  is  building  by  Perce  &  Co.,  for  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Oo. 
Her  tonnage  is  about  2,^)0,  so  Captain  Mumford  informs  me.  The  hull 
is  of  wood,  with  a  covering  of  iron  plates  one  and  one-third  inch  thick. 
The  plates  have  a  lap  of  six  inqhes.  This  gives  almost  a  double  thick- 
ness of  plates.  The  timbers  and  plates  are  bolted  with  large  iron  bolts, 
and  the  vessel  built  in  a  strong  and  stibstantial  manner.  They  say  she 
is  for  the  merchant  service.  I  doubt  it,  and  regard  her  as  a  very  likely 
vessel  for  a  privateer.  Indeed  the  names  of  the  owners,  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm &  Co.,  are  quite  sufficient  to  cast  suspicion  upon  her.  If  for  the 
merchant  service,  why  plate  her  with  iron  and  secure  her  with  heavy 
iron  bolts  in  such  manner  as  to  give  her  a  thickness  of  two  and  two- 
thirds  inches  of  iron  on  her  sides!  She  will  be  ready  to  launch  in 
February;  is  within  the  consular  jurisdiction  of  the  consul  at  New- 
castle, who  will  no  doubt  rei>ort  her  to  the  department  with  full  par- 
ticulars. 

miller's  aUNBOAT. 

Wm.  C.  Miller  &  Son  are  building  a  steam  gunboat  in  their  yard  at 
Liverpool.  The  hull  is  of  wood,  but  of  great  thickness.  She  is  very 
similar  in  model  and  size  to  the  steamer  Oreto,  built  by  the  same  firm 
for-  the  so-called  confederate  government.  In  my  dispatch  ^NTo.  173,  re- 
ferring to  this  steamer,  I  stated  she  would  be  launched  in  about  two 
weeks,  and  that  the  contract  for  her  building  had  been  made  directly 
between  Millers  and  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  From  subsequent  information 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  a  mistake,  and  that  she  will  not  be  launched  until 
some  time  in  February  next,  and  that  the  contract  for  her  construction 
was  made  in  the  name  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  and  not  Fraser,  Tren- 
holm &  Co.  But  the  money  all  comes  from  the  last-named  firm.  The 
engines  and  armament  for  this  vessel  are  being  made  by  Fawcett,  Pres- 
ton &  Co.  She  will  be  a  first-class  gunboat,  no  expense  spared  in  her 
construction,  and  like  the  Alabama,  and  her  sister  ship  the  Oreto,  built 
for  speed  as  well  as  strength.  There  is  no  doubt  about  her  character. 
She  is  to  be  a  gunboat  for  war  purx)oses  for  the  so-called  southern  con- 
federacy. 

THE  TWO  AT  LONDON. 

Of  these  I  know  but  little.  I  was  told  some  days  ago  that  Wigram 
and  Langley  were  each  building  vessels  for  the  insurgents  at  their  re- 
spective yards,  in  London ;  that  they  were  ii'on-cladrams ;  that  the  build- 
ers pretended  they  were  for  the  Bussian  government,  but  in  point  of 
fact  were  for  the  confederates.  I  wrote  immediately  to  Mr.  Adams,  to 
Consul  Morse,  and  to  fiayard  Taylor,  our  acting  minister  at  St.  Peters- 
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burg,  on  the  subject ;  as  yet  I  have  received  no  answer  firom  either  of 
these  gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

Constd. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  131.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  Auffust  15, 1863. 

Sm  :♦••♦♦•  The  feeling  in  this  country  is 
so  strong  for  the  South,  that  they  are  x>ermitted  to  do  abnost  anything 
they  like.  I  think  sometimes  that  the  whole  community  are  banded 
together  to  assist  them  and  to  baffle  us.  I  am  fully  persuaded  in  my 
own  mind,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  aid  and  assistance  the  insurgents 
received  from  this  countrj^  that  the  rebellion  would  never  have  assumed 
the  proportions  it  has^  and  would  have  been  ended  long  ago.  Much  of 
the  blood  shed  and  treasure  spent  in  putting  down  this  rebellion  is  justly 
chargeable  to  this  nation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  DvMey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  135.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  August  24, 1863. 

Sm:  At  the  bottom  of  my  dispatch  on  Saturday  last,  No.  134,  I 
added  that  George  &  James  Thomson,  at  Glasgow,  were  building  another 
gunboat,  which  I  thought  was  for  the  confederates.  On  Thursday  of 
last  week  I  went  to  Glasgow  and  took  with  me  one  of  my  men.  I 
obtained  a  good  view  of  the  the  ram  building  by  George  &  James  Thom- 
son for  the  confederates  from  the  river,  which  is  very  narrow.  She  is 
up  high,  and  so  much  exposed  that  I  could  see  her  almost  as  well  as  if 
in  the  yard.  Only  a  part  of  the  armor  plates  are  on  as  yet,  and  from 
appearances  I  should  judge  she  could  not  be  got  ready  for  launching  for 
two  months  at  least.  I  was  informed  tiiat  they  were  not  pushing  her. 
This  was  confirmed  from  several  sources.  K  this  should  prove  true, 
and  they  do  not  go  on  faster  than  they  are  now  doing,  it  will  be  four  or 
five  months  before  she  wiU  be  ready  to  take  the  water.  The  t-eak  wood 
is  all  on.  The  last  portion  is  upright,  nine  inches  thick  and  about  that 
size  in  width,  and  looks  like  timbers  placed  over  the  whole  hull  of  the 
vessel,  side  by  side,  as  close  as  they  coidd  put  them  on.  Under  this  is 
teak  wood,  nine  inches  thick,  placed  horizontal,  making  a  soM  backing 
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of  eighteen  inches  of  teak  wood.  Over  this  solid  wood-wofk  they  are 
placing  the  iron  aimor  plates  four  and  a  half  inches  thick.  You  will 
recollect  in  previous  communications  I  have  mentioned  tiiat  this  vessel 
was  to  have  a  sharp  piercer  on  the  stem,  with  a  steel  x>oint  for  pene- 
trating vessels.  This  piercer,  I  learn,  is  movable,  and  so  made  that  it 
can  be  shipped  or  imshipped  at  pleasure.  She  is  very  large,  and  those 
competent  to  judge  of  the  size  and  tonnage  of  vessels  assured  me  that 
she  woidd  be  from  3,500  to  4,000  tons  burden.  From  her  apx)earance  I 
should  think  they  were  not  far  from  right.  When  finished  she  will  be  a 
most  dangerous  and  formidable  vessel.  I  am  promised  a  sketch  and 
minute  description  of  her^hich,  when  received,  will  be  transmitted  at 
once  to  the  department.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  ram  is  intended 
for  the  confederates.  In  the  same  yard  the  Thomsons  have  another  war 
steamer  nearly  ready  for  launching,  of  about  2,000  tons  burden,  with  a 
double  gun-deck.  My  information  is  that  this  vessel  is  also  for  the 
confederates.  She  is  to  be  called  the  Virginia,  is  a  screw  steamer,  and 
to  have  three  masts,  Ml  ship-rigged  and  great  speed.  She  is  what  they 
denominate  at  Glasgow  a  combination  vessel — that  is,  wood  and  iron 
combined  in  her  construction.  Her  timbers  are  of  angle  iron.  The  bot- 
tom planking  of  the  vessel  is  of  teak  wood,  up  as  far  as  the  wales,  and 
above  that  iron.  The  framework  is  very  strong,  and  the  iron  plating 
heavy }  her  upper  deck  flush,  and  it  and  the  lower  deck  both  pierced 
for  guns.  Her  engines  are  making  in  the  yard  by  the  Thomsons,  and 
are  to  be  very  powerfuL  She  has  fine  lines,  and  will  be  a  fast,  powerftd, 
and  dangerous  vessel.  I  was  told  it  would  be  three  months  before  she 
woidd  be  ready  for  sea,  but  from  the  river  (and  I  had  a  good  view)  she 
looked  as  if  she  was  ready  for  launching  now.  The  Thomsons  give  out 
that  this  vessel  is  intended  for  the  Turkish  government,  but  the  men 
working  in  the  yard  all  say  she  is  intended  for  the  confederates,  and 
that  the  same  parties  who  superintend  the  building  of  the  ram  superin- 
tend the  building  of  this  vesseL  It  is  quite  likely  when  launched  that 
another  name  wiU  be  given  her,  but  the  men  in  the  yard  now  know  her 
only  as  the  Virginia,  and  say  that  this  is  to  be  her  name.  I  endeavored  to 
ascertain  the  names  of  all  the  persons  who  came  to  the  yard  to  super- 
intend these  vessels.  My  informant  gave  me  the  names  of  Captains 
Maury,  Sinclair,  and  Dawson,  but  was  not  personally  acquainted  with 
either  of  these  gentlemen,  and  only  gave  their  names  as  he  had  been 
told  by  others  who  pretend  to  know  them.  Commander  Maury  and 
Captain  Sinclair  have  both  been  in  this  country  looking  after  vessels  for 
the  confederates.  This  is  well  known.  Sinclair  has  been  boarding  at 
the  Bridge  of  Allen,  near  Stirling,  in  Scotland,  for  a  year  past.  I  do  not 
know  who  this  man  is  that  they  call  Dawson.  In  addition  to  these  two 
viessels  the  Thomsons  are  building  three  small  iron  screw  steam  gun- 
boats, also  for  the  confederates.  These  are  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
yard^  and  away  from  the  river.  I  could  see  them,  but  was  not  able  to 
obtam  a  very  good  view.  I  was  told  they  were  to  be  taken  apart, 
stowed  as  cargo  in  another  vessel,  and  taken  out  to  the  States  in  this 
way.  That  they  are  to  be  taken  apart  is  undoubtedly  correct,  for  it 
would  be  impossible  to  launch  them  into  the  river  from  the  place  in  the 
yard  where  they  are  building  them.  I  was  not  able  to  learn  the  size  or 
many  of  the  particulars  about  these  three  gunboats,  other  than  that 
they  were  for  the  confederates,  so  understood  by  the  men  in  the  yard, 
and  superintended  by  the  same  persons  who  superintend  the  building 
of  the  two  large  vessels  above  mentioned.  It  was  originally  intended 
to  send  these  vessels  out  in  the  Virginia,  but  my  informant  told 
me  that  this  plan  had  been  abandoned,  and  that  it  was  now  miderstood 
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that  they  Vere  to  be  sent  out  in  some  other  vessel.  I  am  promised  more 
information  about  these  vessels.  Workmen  from  this  yard  are  to  be  sent 
out  to  put  the  vessels  together  after  they  reach  the  States. 

I  think  the  above  information  about  these  vessels  is  substantially 
correct.  The  only  thing  that  puzzles  me,  and  causes  a  doubt  as  to 
their  being  for  the  insurgents,  is  the  large  amount  of  money  neces- 
sary to  build  them.  It  seems  almost  incredible  that  a  rotten  con- 
cern like  this  confederacy  can  command  money  enough  to  build  these 
large  and  expensive  vessels  in  thiB  country.  I  asked  my  intelligent  in- 
formant in  Glasgow  where  they  got  the  money.  He  answered,  very 
promptly,  from  the  merchants  and  moneyed  men  in  this  country;  they 
loan  it  to  them,  and  take  cotton  as  security.  This  seems  to  be  the 
opinion  of  many  persons  here  in  Liverpool ;  whether  true  or  not  I  cannot 
say.  One  thing  is  certain — they  have  not  got  it  themselves,  and  it 
comes  'from  some  source  here,  either  from  the  merchants  or  else  the 
moneyed  aristocracy,  who  are  willing  to  loan  their  money  for  the  sake 
of  seeing  our  country  broken  into  pieces  and  destroyed.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  what  every  bale  of  cotton  that  is  run  through  the  blockade 
counts  as  so  much  money  in  cash  here,  and  gives  them  an  additional 
credit  for  double  that  amount.  To  this  extent  they  are  supplied  with 
funds  to  build  vessels  and  cany  on  their  operations  in  this  country.  If 
this  be  the  only  source  fromu  whence  they  derive  their  means,  it  behooves 
the  government  at  home  to  look  well  to  this  matter.  An  effective 
blockade  or  a  destruction  of  the  cotton  in  the  States  would  effectually 
destroy  their  credit,  stop  their  funds,  and  probably  prevent  the  comple- 
tion of  these  vessels.  That  they  are  really  building  a  navy  in  this 
coimtry  can  no  longer  be  doubted — ^not  one  or  two  vessels,  but  a  navy. 
They  have  three  war  vessels  built  here — ^the  Alabama,  Florida,  and 
Georgia,  now  afloat — and  are  building  two  iron-clad  rams  at  the  Messrs. 
Laird,  one  gunboat  at  Messrs.  Jones,  Quiggin  &  Co.,  in  Liverpool,  (not 
in  a  very  forward  state  of  completion,)  one  immense  iron-clad  ram,  a 
large  double-decked  steamer,  and  three  small  gunboats  at  Jas.  &  Geo. 
Thomson's,  in  Glasgow.  Kor  is  this  all.  While  I  was  in  Glasgow  one 
of  the  firm  of  A.  &  J.  Inglis,  shipbuilders  on  the  Clyde,  who  was  in 
London,  wrote  down  to  his  partners  to  get  up  a  model  and  estimates  for 
building  two  steam  gunboats  for  a  gentieman  who  had  just  arrived  in 
England  from  one  of  the  West  India  ports ;  the  vessels  each  to  be  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  feet  long,  twenty-three  feet  beam,  nine  feet 
depth  of  hold,  and  to  draw  not  more  than  six  feet  water ;  when  finished 
to  mount  three  guns,  and  have  a  speed  of  from  twelve  to  thirteen  knots 
per  hour.  This  is  all  the  letter  said.  My  informant  saw  and  read 
it.  He  thinks  they  are  intended  for  the  confederates.  I  do  not  think 
there  can  be  much  doubt  about  it.  You  wiU  perceive  that  I  have  not 
mentioned  in  my  enumeration  of  vessels  the  pirate  Sumter,  now  called 
the  Gibraltar,  repaired  and  put  in  perfect  order  at  Liverpool,  or  the 
steamers  Georgiana,  JBanshee,  and  Phantom,  built  in  this  country  ex* 
pressly  for  the  confederates,  and  now  either  m  some  of  their  ports  or 
on  the  coast,  and  which  can  be,  if  they  are  not  now  already,  armed,  or 
the  new  steamer  bmlt  at  Stockton,  and  called  the  Southerner,  and  which 
a  few  days  ago  cleared  from  this  port  for  Alexandria.  ♦  #  • 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

^o.  224.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  February  6, 1864. 

Sm:  The  merchants  of  Liverpool,  who  have  labored  unremittingly 
since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  down  to  the  present  time,  in 
every  way  they  could,  to  aid  and  assist  the  insurgents  in  their  efforts  to 
destroy  the  government  of  the  United  States,  by  lendilig  them  money, 
sending  them  goods,  supplies,  arms,  ammunition,  and  munitions  of  war; 
fitting  out  vessels  to  break  the  blockade,  and  building  and  arming  war 
vessels  or  piratical  craft«  to  bum  and  destroy  our  commerce,  still  anxious 
further  to  aid  and  assist  the  rebels,  yesterday  got  up  a  petition  in  the 
Exchange  in  Liverpool,  asking  the  government  to  recognize  the  southern 
confederacy,  and  then  bring  about  a  peace  between  the  North  and  the 
South  by  mediation.  It  was  kept  in  the  room  during  the  day,  and  signed 
by  about  five  hundred  persons,  mostly  merchants,  many  of  whom  have 
made  their  money  off  their  business  with  the  United  States,  and  who  are 
now  largely  engaged  in  trade  with  the  cities  of  Boston,  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia. 

Inclosure  No.  1  contains  an  account  of  the  doings  of  the  pirate  Ala- 
bama. The  slip  is  from  yesterday's  Star.  It  would  appear  that  she  has 
burned  a  British  ship.  We  shall  see  if  this  government  will  pocket  this 
as  she  has  everything  else  from  the  same  source.  If  by  accident  one  of 
our  cruisers  should  have  burned  an  English  vessel,  there  would  have 
been  an  outburst  of  indignation  throughout  the  country. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  298.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  June  15, 1864. 
Sir:  •#♦♦#♦♦• 

Inclosure  No.  2  contains  a  copy  of  the  new  instructions  issued  by  the 
government  relating  to  belligerent  cruisers. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY.. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


BELLIGERENT  CRUISERS. — ^IMPORTANT   INSTRUCTIONS  TO   GOYERNORB^ 

OF  COLONIES. 

The  following  instmctionfl  have  just  been  sent  by  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment to  governors  of  colonies  respecting  the  treatment  of  prizes- 
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captured  by  federal  or  confederate  cruisers^  if  brought  into  Britisdi 
waters : 

"DoWNma  Street,  June  2, 1864. 

'^SiR:  I  think  it  well  to  communicate  to  you  the  decisions  at  which 
her  Majesty's  government  have  arrived  on  certain  questions  which 
have  arisen  respecting  the  treatment  of  prizes  captured  by  federal  or 
confederate  cruisers  if  brought  into  British  waters. 

"1.  If  any  prize  captured  by  a  ship  of  war  of  either  of  the  belligerent 
powers  shall  be  brought  by  the  captors  within  her  Majesty's  jurisdic- 
tion, notice  shall  be  given  by  the  governor  to  the  emptors  immediately 
to  depart  and  remove  such  prize. 

^*2.  A  vessel  which  shall  Lave  been  actually  and  hona  fide  converted 
into  and  used  as  a  public  vessel  of  war  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a  prize 
within  the  meaning  of  these  rules. 

'^3.  If  any  prize  shall  be  brought  within  her  Majesty's  jurisdiction 
through  mere  stress  of  weather,  or  other  extreme  and  unavoidable 
necessity,  the  governor  may  allow  for  her  removal  such  time  as  he  may 
consider  to  be  necessary. 

"4.  If  any  prize  shall  not  be  removed  at  the  time  prescribed  to  the 
captors  by  tiie  governor,  the  governor  may  detain  such  prize  until  her 
Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  made  known. 

"5.  If  any  prize  shall  have  been  captured  by  any  violation  of  the  ter- 
ritory or  territorial  waters  of  her  Majesty,  the  governor  may  detain  such 
prize  untU  her  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  made  known. 

"Her  Majesty's  government  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  make 
any  addition  to  the  instructions  already  given  with  respect  to  cargoes, 
viz :  that  her  Majesty's  orders  apply  as  much  to  prize  cargoes  of  every 
kind,  which  may  be  brought  by  any  armed  ships  or  privateers  of  either 
belligerent  into  British  waters,  as  to  the  captured  vessels  themselves. 
They  do  not,  however,  apply  to  any  articles  which  may  have  formed  part 
of  any  such  cargoes  if  brought  within  British  jurisdiction,  not  by  anned 
ships  or  privateers  of  either  belligerent,  but  by  other  persons  who  may 
have  acquired,  or  who  may  claim,  proi)erty  in  them  by  reason  of  any 
dealings  with  the  captors. 

"These  rules  are  for  the  guidance  of  the  executive  authority,  and  are 
not  intended  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  process  of  any  court  of 
justice. 

"I  have,  &c., 

«  ED  WARD  OAEDWELL." 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

'So.  377.]  '  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  If'orember  4, 1864. 

SiB:  #  ♦  #  #  ^o  effoits  of  mine  shall  be  wanting  to 
baffle  this  enterprise,  either  in  this  or  any  other  of  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  but  after  the  experience  I  have  had  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  with 
the  indisposition  of  the  English  government  to  do  anything  to  stop 
these  expeditions  more  than  they  are  forced  to  do,  I  regard  the  prospect 
as  exceedingly  slim.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  people  and  local  officers  in 
this  country  afford  them  every  facility  and  aid  in  fitting  out  these 
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piratical  exi)editions,  and  that  the  government  itself,  if  they  do  not 
look  on  with  favor,  at  least  do  nothing  to  stop  them,  except  what  they 
do  under  the  force  of  pressure  or  from  sheer  necessity.  It  is  not  pleasant 
to  say  or  think  this,  and  I  should  be  pleased  if  the  facts  and  their  con- 
duct, judged  in  the  most  charitable  manner,  would  justify  a  dififerent 
conclusion.  The  stand  they  have  taken  is  that  they  will  do  nothing 
without  positive  proof  first  made,  and  they  require  us  to  get  up  or  fw> 
nish  the  proof,  and  they  or  their  laws  do  not  aid  or  afford  us  the  least 
assistance  in  obtaining  it.  The  reason  for  this  is  their  hostility  to  us, 
and  desire  to  see  the  Union  dismembered.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
insurgents  or  their  English  friends  will  attempt  to  buUd  any  more  war 
vessels  here,  but  what  they  will  do  is  to  purchase  vessels  that  are  already 
built  and  suitable  for  privateering  purposes,  and  fit  them  up  and  send 
them  out  with  the  armament  on  board.  It  may  vbe  stowed  in  the  hold 
as  merchandise,  or  else  in  some  other  vessel  to  meet  them  outside,  as 
was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama,  and  more 
recently  in  the  case  of  the  Laurel  and  Sea  King. 

Most  likely  Leon  Smith  will  purchase  his  vessel  and  armament,  ship 
the  latter  in  cases,  pretend  it  is  an  ordinary  commercial  enterprise, 
obtain  his  crew,  with  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  English  officials,  and 
sail  on  his  piratical  cruise.  His  guns  can  be  easily  mounted  at  sea, 
if  they  are  npt  mounted  before  he  leaves  the  port.  The  most  we  can 
do  is  to  watch  his  movements  and  report  to  you.  I  have  no  idea  that 
we  can  do  anything  to  induce  the  government  here  to  interfere  or  stop 
him  or  anybody  else  who  has  a  mind  to  enter  upon  this  business.  K 
there  was  any  dispositon  to  put  a  stop  to  this  business  by  the  govern- 
ment here,  it  could  be  easily  done.  If  there  was  a  will,  there  would  be 
a  way.  As  it  is,  we  have  nothing  to  expect,  and  must,  in  my  judgment, 
look  solely  and  entirely  to  ourselves.  We  must  rely  on  our  navy,  and 
not  on  tbe  justice  of  the  English  people  or  government.  ♦  »  • 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY.   ^ 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaiu), 

Secretary  of  State. 


AMENDMENT  OP  LAWS. 
Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  83.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  7, 1861. 
Sir:  •  •  #  •  • 

Civil  war  is  a  calamity  from  which  certainly  no  people  or  nation  that 
has  ever  existed  has  been  always  exempt.  It  is  one  which  probably  no 
nation  ever  will  escape.  Perhaps  its  most  injurious  trait  is  its  tendency 
to  subvert  the  good  understiihding  and  break  up  the  relations  existing 
between  the  distracted  state  and  friendly  nations,  and  to  involve  them, 
sooner  or  later,  in  war.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  United  States  that  the 
internal  difforeuees  existing  in  this  country  may  be  confined  within  our 
own  borders.  I  do  not  suffer  myself  for  a  moment  to  doubt  that  Great 
Britain  has  a  desire  that  we  may  be  successful  in  attaining  that  object, 
and  that  she  looks  with  dread  upon  the  possibility  of  being  herself 
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drawn  into  this  unhappy  internal  controTersy  of  onr  own.  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  regarded  as  disrespectful  if  you  should  remind  Lord 
Bussell  that  when,  in  1838,  a  civil  war  broke  out  in  Canada,  a  part  of 
the  British  dominions  adjacent  to  the  United  States,  the  Congress  of  the 
IJnited  States  passed  and  the  President  executed  a  law  which  effectually 
prevented  any  intervention  against  the  government  of  Great  Britain  in 
those  internal  differences  by  American  citizens,  whatever  might  be  their 
motives,  real  or  pretended,  whether  of  interest  or  sympathy.  I  send 
you  a  copy  of  that  enactment.*  The  British  government  will  judge  for 
itself  whether  it  is  suggestive  of  any  measures  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  that  might  tend  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  two  countries,  and, 
through  that  way,  the  peace  of  all  nations. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Fbaiycis  Adaks,  Esq.,  itcj  &c.^  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  86.J  Depaetment  op  State, 

I  WdHhington^  September  10, 1861. 

Sm :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  an  intercepted  lettert  of  the  30th  of  July 
last,  from  John  P.  Baldwin,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  to  Henry  Adderley, 
at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  relative  to  the  shipment  of  arms  and  pow- 
der from  that  place  for  the  use  of  the  insurgents  in  this  country.  The 
existing  British  statute  for  the  prevention  of  armed  expeditions  against 
countries  at  peace  with  Great  Britain  is  understood  to  be  similar  to  our 
act  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  April,  1818.  Proceedings  like  that  referred 
Co  in  the  letter  of  Baldwin,  however,  afford  us  special  reason  to 
expect  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  of  the  charac- 
ter of  our  act  of  1838,  referred  to  in  my  instruction  to  you  of  the  7th 
instant,  numbered  83.  .  It  may  be,  however,  that  the  British  executive 

Severn  ment  now  has  the  power  to  prevent  the  exiK)rtation  of  contra- 
and  of  war  from  British  colonies  near  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of 
the  insurgents  in  the  South.    Should  this  be  the  fact,  you  will  bring  the 
subject  to  the  attention  of  Lord  Bussell,  and  request  that  proper 
instructions  in  regard  to  it  may  be  given  to  the  colonial  authorities. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W1LLLA3I  H.  SEWARD, 

Charles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  c£ro.,  &c.^  &c. 


(  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  79.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  29, 186L 
Sra:  ♦  #  #  •  • 

Last  evening  I  received  the  more  formal  answer,  (to  his  note  of  the 

^1  .  ■  ■  111! 

*  See  United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  voL  5,  p.  212. 

t  For  inclosnre  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  53,  October  4|  1861, 
^liuted  under  "  Enlbrcement  of  Neutrality  " — "  General  Subject,''  ante. 
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22d  of  November,  to  Lord  Eussell)  a  copy  of  which  will  accompany  this. 

•  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  BtMsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  November  28, 1861. 
Sib:  •  ♦  #  ♦  ♦ 

Having  thas  answered  Mr.  Adams  npon  the  two  points  to  which  his 
attention  was  called,  the  undersigned  has  only  further  to  say  that  if,  in 
order  to  maintain  inviolate  the  neutral  character  which  her  Majesty  has 
assumed,  her  M^yesty's  government  should  find  it  necessary  to  adopt 
further  measures,  within  the.  limits  of  public  law,  her  Majesty  will  be 
advised  to  adopt  such  measures. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

RUSSELL. 
Chables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£?o.,  dicy  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  160.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  May  15, 1862. 
Sra:  ♦  ♦  •  •  ♦ 

I  now  transmit  the  copy  of  my  reply  to  Lord  Russell's  note,  a  copy  of 
which  is  already  on  its  way  to  you,  with  my  dispatch  No.  158,  of  the  9tli 
instant.  Since  that  date  I  have  received  a  note  from  his  lordship,  dated 
the  10th,  in  answer  to  mine  addressed  to  him  on  the  8th,  to  which  I  felt 
it  my  duty  to  make  a  rejoinder  on  the  12th  instant.  Copies  of  these  two 
notes  likewise  accompany  this  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  10, 1862. 

My  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  7th  instant,  touching  the  case  of  the  British  ves- 
sel Emily  St.  Pierre- 

*  *  •  •  •  •  •^^  * 

I  cannot  restrain  the  expression  of  my  profound  regret  to  your  lord- 


662  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

ship  that  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  a  just  and  necessary  i)ower  in  liei* 
Majesty's  government  this  wrongdoer  should  thus  have  the  opportunity 
of  escaping  with  impunity  from  suffering  the  proper  penalty  for  his  fraud- 
ulent attempt.  I  am  the  more  deeply  sensible  of  my  disappointment 
from  the  fact  that  I  had  been  led  to  hope  for  an  opposite  result  from  the 
language  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  issued  on  the  13th  day  of  May 
last,  and  evidently  intended  to  apply  to  precisely  the  class  of  cases  to 
which  this  of  the  Emily  St.  Pierre  appears  to  belong.  Tlie  closing  par- 
agraph of  that  paper  expressly  warns  all  her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  all 
persons  whatsoever  entitled  to  her  protection,  that  if  any  of  them  shall 
presume,  "in  contempt  of  that,  her  royal  proclamation,  and  of  her  high 
displeasure,  to  do  any  acts  in  derogation  of  their  duty  as  subjects  of  a 
neutral  sovereign,  in  the  said  contest,  or  in  violation  or  contravention  of 
the  law  of  nations  in  that  behalf  as,  for  example,  ♦  ♦  ♦  by  breaking, 
or  endeavoring  to  break,  any  blockade  lawfully  and  actually  established 
by  or  on  behalf  of  either  of  the  said  contending  parties,  *  •  ♦  all 
parties  so  offending  will  incur  and  be  liable  to  the  several  penalties  and 
penal  consequences  of  the  said  statute,  or  by  the  law  of  nations  in  that 
behalf  imposed  or  denounced." 

K  it  be  not  implied  by  the  language  to  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  call  your  lordship's  attention,  that  there  is  a  jmisdiction  existing  in 
Great  Britain  capable  of  taking  cognizance  of  cases  arising  under  the  law 
of  nations,  and  beyond  the  range  of  the  municipal  law,  then  does  it 
appear,  at  least  to  my  judgment,  that  the  proclamation  has  been  most 
unfortunately  worded,  for  it  can  scarcely  be  denied  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  which  it  was  certainly  intended  in  part  to  protect, 
had  a  just  right  to  infer  from  it  the  power  as  well  as  the  will  of  her  Maj- 
esty's government  to  shelter  it  against  such  wix)ngful  and  fraudulent 
acts  of  her  ill-intentioned  subjects  as  have  been  committed  in  the  case  of 
the  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre. 

Praying  your  lordship's  pardon  for  the  trouble  I  have  given  you  in 
this  case,  and  trusting  that  I  may  find  justification  for  my  very  natural 
mistake,  I  beg  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the  assurance  of  the  high- 
est consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  EARL  BUSSELL,  &c.^  &€.,  &c. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

FoEEiaN  Office,  May  10, 1862. 

Sm:  In  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  yesterday, 
yOu  appear  to  have  confounded  two  things  totally  distinct. 

The  foreign  enlistment  act  i§  intended  to  prevent  the  subjects  of 
the  Crown  from  going  to  war  when  the  sovereign  is  not  at  war.  Thus 
private  persons  are  prohibited  from  fitting  out  a  diip  of  war  in  our  ports, 
or  from  enlisting  in  the  service  of  a  foreign  state  at  war  with  another 
state,  or  in  the  service  of  insurgents  against  a  foreign  sovereign  or  state. 
In  these  cases  the  persons  so  acting  would  carry  on  war,  and  thus  might 
engage  the  name  of  their  sovereign  and  of  their  nation  in  belligerent 
operations.  But  owners  and  masters  of  merchant  ships  carrying  warlike 
stores  do  nothing  of  the  kind.     If  captured  for  breaking  a  blockade  or 
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carrying  contraband  of  war  to  the  enemy  of  the  captor,  they  submit  to 
capture,  are  tried,  and  condemned  to  lose  their  cargo.  This  is  the  pen- 
alty which  the  law  of  nations  has  affixed  to  such  an  offense,  and  in  call- 
ing upon  her  Majesty's  government  to  prohibit  such  adventurers,  you  in 
eftect  call  upon  her  Majesty's  government  to  do  that  which  it  belongs  to 
the  cruisers  and  the  courts  of  the  United  States  to  do  for  themselves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Charles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  i&c.j  dc,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bmsell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  . 

Inmdonj  May  12, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  10th  instant.  From  the  purport  of  it  I  am  led  to  fear  that  I 
may  have  been  unfortunate  heretofore  in  my  attempts  to  express  my 
own  meaning.  If  I  have  appeared  to  your  lordship  to  conibund  two 
things  so  very  dissimilar  as  the  penalties  of  the  enlistment  act  and  the 
liabilities  which  follow  from  the  attempt  to  break  a  blockade,  I  can  only 
say  that  the  fault  must  be  laid  to  my  want  of  ability  to  use  words  prop- 
erly to  express  my  thoughts. 

The  position  which  I  did  mean  to  take  was  tliis :  that  the  intent  of  the 
enlistment  act,  as  explained  by  the  words  of  its  preamble,  was  to  pre- 
vent the  unauthorized  action  of  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  disposed  to 
embark  in  the  contests  of  foreign  nations,  from  involving  the  country  in 
the  risk  of  a  war  with  those  countries.  This  view  of  the  law  does 
not  seem  to  be  materially  varied  by  your  lordship.  When  speaking  of 
the  same  thing  you  say  that  the  law  applies  to  cases  where  ^'  private 
persons  so  acting  would  carry  on,  and  thus  might  engage  the  name  of 
their  sovereign  and  of  their  nation  in  belligerent  operations."  It  is  further 
shown  by  that  preamble  that  that  act  was  an  additional  act  of  prevention, 
made  necessary  by  experience  of  the  inefficiency  of  former  acts  passed 
to  effect  the'same  object. 

But  it  is  now  made  plain  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  skill  with 
which  this  latest  act  was  drawn,  it  does  not  completely  fulfill  its  intent, 
because  it  is  very  certain  that  many  British  subjects  are  now  engaged 
in  undertakings  of  a  hostile  character  to  a  foreign  state  which,  though  not 
technically  within  the  strict  letter  of  the  enlistment  act,  are  as  much  con- 
trary to  its  spirit  as  if  they  levied  war  directly.  Their  measures  embrace 
all  of  the  operations  preliminary  to  openly  carrying  on  war — the  supply 
of  men,  and  ships,  and  arms,  and  money,  to  one  party  in  order  that  they 
may  be  the  better  enabled  to  overcome  the  other,  which  other  is  in  this 
case  a  nation  with,  which  Great  Britain  is  now  under  ti-eaty  obligations 
of  the  most  solemn  nature  to  maintain  a  lasting~x>^ace  and  friendship. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  having,  in  the  course  of  its  hostile 
operations,  had  occasion  to  experience  the  injurious  effects  of  this  virtual 
levying  of  war  against  itself  from  the  ports  of  a  friendly  power,  and  see- 
ing the  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  removal  of  them  to  be  alleged  to  be 
the  inefficiency  of  a  statute  intended  to  effect  that  object,  does  not  regard 
it  as  asking  anything  unreasonable,  or  more  than  it  would  in  like  case  be 
willing  itself  to  grant,  if  it  solicits  some  action  to  render  effective  the 
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spirit  as  well  of  the  law  as  of  her  Mxgesty's  enunciatioii  of  the  national 
will. 

I  perceive  that  your  lordship  appears  to  be  of  opinion  that,  in  this 
proceeding,  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  asking  more  than  is 
reasonable.  It  is,  in  your  view,  sufficient  to  declare  that  owners  and 
masters  of  merchant  ships,  fitted  out  with  intent  to  break  a  blockade 
or  carry  contraband  of  war  to  one  of  two  parties  engaged  in  war, 
are  subject  to  capture,  trial,  and  condemnation,  if  caught  by  the  offended 
party ;  and  hence,  in  this  case,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  in  calling  upon  her  Majesty's  government  to  prohibit  such  adven- 
tures, is  in  efiect  calling  upon  it  to  do  that  which  it  ought  to  do,  and  fells 
to  be  able  to*  do  for  itself.  The  only  valid  plea,  your  lordship  remarks, 
for  asking  interposition,  is,  that  the  blockade  is  in  reality  ineffective; 
and  this,  you  very  justly  presume,  I  shall  not  be  disposed  to  urge. 

But  I  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  submit  that  you  appear  to  have 
entirely  overlooked  another  plea,  which  I  am  confident  enough  to  imag- 
ine of  no  inconsiderable  weight.  That  plea  is  that  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  endeavor  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  the  letter  to  preserve  the  principle 
of  neutrality,  if  not  of  friendship,  towards  a  foreign  power  in  amity  with 
it  to  which  it  has  pledged  itself.  The  precise  mode  in  which  that  shall 
be  done,  it  does  not  presume  to  prescribe.  That  the  toleration  of  such 
conduct  in  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  as  I  have  had  the  pain  heretofore 
to  expose,  is  surely  a  violation  of  that  neutrality,  is  justly  to  be  inferred 
from  the  very  language  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation;  for  it  is  therei^i 
declared  that  precisely  such  acta  of  theirs  as  I  have  been  compelled  to 
comphiin  of  are  done  "in  derogation  of  their  duty  to  her  as  a  neutral 
sovereign,  and  incur  her  high  dipleasure."  If  such,  then,  be  the  true 
character  of  the  proceedings  to  which  I  have  heretofore  called  your  lord- 
ship's attention,  they  sarely  merit  something  more  of  notice  from  her 
Majesty's  ministers  than  an  intimation  that  they  will  be  suffered  to  pass 
unreproved  unless  the  punishment  shall  be  inflicted  by  the  nation  whom 
they  are  designed  to  iiyure.  The  object  of  the  government  of  the  United 
St.ates  has  not  been  to  relieve  itself  of  the  duty  of  vigilance  to  capture 
offenders  against  the  law.  It  has  rather  been  t^  avoid  the  necessity  of 
applying  additional  stringent  measures  for  their  own  security  against 
British  subjects  found  to  be  engaged  in  such  illicit  enterprises,  made  im* 
perative  by  the  conviction  that  no  preventive  co-operation  whatever  can 
be  expected  from  her  Majesty's  government.  It  has  ratner  been  to 
avoid  the  risk  of  confounding  the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  because  all 
happen  to  be  involved  in  a  general  suspicion.  And,  lastly,  it  has  rather 
been  to  remove,  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be,  consistently  with  its  own 
safety,  the  restrictions  on  the  trade  with  foreign  countries,  which  these 
evil  doers  are  laboring  with  so  much  industry  to  force  it  to  protract. 
Your  lordship's  language  leaves  me  little  hope  of  any  co-operation  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  these  ends.  Nevertheless,  I  trust  I  may  be 
permitted  U)  indulge  the  belief  that  the  time  is  not  now  far  distant  when 
the  difficulties  thus  interposed  in  the  way  of  its  progress  will  have  been 
so  far  removed  by  its  own  unassisted  action  as  to  relieve  both  countries 
from  the  painful  necessity  of  further  continuing  the  discussion. 

Benewing  to  your  lorship  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consideration,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  d^.,  (£e.,  &c. 
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[Transmitted  with  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch,  No.  174,  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  June  13, 1862.] 

^arl  BtMsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  June  12, 1862. 
Sm:    •••••• 

The  principle  on  which  the  foreign  enlistment  act  is  founded  is  broadly 
distinguishable  from,  and  is  a  plain  exception  to,  what  I  have  now 
stated.  Attempts  on  the  part  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  government 
to  take  part  in  a  war,  or  to  make  use  of  the  neutral  territory  as  an  arsenal 
or  barrack  for  the  preparation  and  inception  of  direct  and  immediate  hos< 
tilities  against  a  State  with  which  their  government  is  at  peace,  as  by 
enlisting  soldiers  or  fitting  out  ships  of  war,  and  so  converting,  as  it  were, 
neutral  territory  into  a  hostile  depot  or  post  in  order  to  carry  on  hostil- 
ities therefrom,  have  an  obvious  tendency  to  involve  in  the  war  the  neu- 
tral government  which  tolerates  such  proceedings.  Such  attempts,  if 
unchecked,  might  imply,  at  least,  an  indirect  participation  in  hostile  acts, 
and  they  are,  therefore,  consistently  treated  by  the  government  of  the 
neutral  state  as  offences  against  its  public  policy  and  safety,  which  may 

thereby  be  implicated. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 
Chasles  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  dkcy  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  381.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washingtouy  October  25, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  send  herewith  copies  of  papers  which  have  just  been  received 
from  James  E.  Harvey,  esq.,  our  minister  at  Lisbon,  touching  the 
depredations  of  piratitwd  vessels,  built,  armed,  manned,  and  equipped  in 
British  ports,  and  dispatched  from  such  ports,  upon  the  American  mer- 
chant vessels  on  the  high  seas  near  the  island  of  Flores. 

The  President  desires  that  you  lay  copies,  or  the  substance  of  them, 
before  Earl  Kussell  in  such  manner  as  shall  seem  best  calculated  to 
effect  twojimportant  objects:  First,  namely,  due  redress  for  the  national 
and  private  injuries  sustained ;  and  secondly,  a  prevention  of  such  law- 
less and  injurious  proceedings  hereafter. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£;c.,  c£o.,  &c. 

[For  inclosure  see  same  dispatch  under  ^^  Bebel  Cruisers,"  subdivision 
*^  Alabama,"  jpost] 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  383.J  Depabtivient  of  State, 

Washington^  October  27, 1862. 

Sib  :  You  will  receive  herewith  the  resolutions  of  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the  recent  destruc- 
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tion  at  sea  of  American  vessels  near  the  Azores  by  pirates,  who  went 
forth  ui)on  that  unlawful  errand  from  British  ports  and  waters. 

You  will  judge  how  far  the  submission  of  these  resolutions,  which  are 
so  just  in  themselves,  and  so  humane,  to  the  notice  of  Earl  Bussell  may 
conduce  to  the  desired  ends  of  redress  for  the  past,  and  prevention  for 
the  future,  which  are  indicated  in  another  instruction  sent  to  you  under 
this  date. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dke.,  c&c,  &0. 

[For  inclosure  see  same  dispatch  under  *'EebelCruisers,".subdivision 
'^  Alabama,^  post.] 


[Transmitted  with  dispatch  No.  262  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  dat<Ml  November  20, 

1862.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

[Extract.] 
LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Londarij  Novmiber  20, 1862. 

My  Lord  :    •  •  •  •  • 

Armed  by  the  authority  of  such  a  precedent,  having  done  all  in  my 
power  to  apprise  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  illegal  enterprise  in 
ample  season  for  eftecting  its  prevention,  and  being  now  enabled  to  show 
the  injurious  consequences  to  innocent  parties  relying  upon  the  security 
of  their  commerce  from  any  danger  through  British  sources  ensuing 
from  the  omission  of  her  M^esty's  government,  however  little  designed, 
to  apply  the  proper  prevention  in  due  season,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
your  lordship  of  the  directions  which  I  have  received  from  my  govern- 
ment to  solicit  redress  for  the  na-tional  and  private  injuries  already  thus 
sustained,  as  well  as  a  more  effective  prevention  of  any  repetition  of 
such  lawless  and  injurious  proceedings  in  her  Majesty^s  ports  hereufter. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  receive  the  assurances  of  the  very  high  con- 
sideratiou  with  which  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant. 

OHAELBS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  &c.j  &c.j  &o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  281.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  25, 1862. 

Sm :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  to  me  of  the 
19th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation,  dated  the  20th  of  November, 

in  the  case  of  the  "  290. '^ 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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JEarl  Bussell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  December  19, 1862. 

Sib:    •  •  •  •.  •         '         • 

As  regards  your  demand  for  a  more  effective  prevention  for  the  future 
of  the  fitting  out  of  such  vessels  in  British  ports,  1  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government,  after  consultation  with  the  la,w 
officers  of  the  Crown,  are  of  opinion  that  certain  amendments  might 
be  introduced  into  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  which,  if  sanctioned  by 
Parliament,  would  have  the  effect  of  giving  greater  power  to  the  Exec- 
utive to  prevent  the  construction  in  British  ports  of  ships  destined  for 
the  use  of  belligerents.  But  her  Majesty's  government  consider  that, 
before  submitting  any  proposals  of  that  sort  to  Parliament,  it  would  be 
desirable  that  they  should  pre^ously  communicate  with  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  ascertain  whether  that  government  is  willing 
to  make  similar  alterations  in  its  owa  foreign  enlistment  act ;  and  that  the 
amendments,  like  the  original  statute,  should,  as  it  were,  proceed  pari 
passu  in  both  countries. 

I  shall  accordingly  be  ready  at  any  time  to  confer  with  you,  and  to 
listen  to  any  suggestions  which  you  may  have  to  make  by  which  the 
British  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  the  corresponding  statute  of  the 
United  States,  may  be  made  more  efficient  for  their  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Ohakles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c^  (6c.y  &e. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

[Extract.] 

No.  454.]  DEPARTiyiENT  OF  State, 

Washington^  January  19, 1863. 
Sir:    •••••• 

It  is  not  presumed  that  our  anti-enlistment  statute  is  defective,  or  that 
Great  Britain  has  ground  to  complain  that  it  has  not  been  effectually 
executed.  Nevertheless,  the  proposition  of  her  Majesty's  government 
that  the  two  governments  shall  confer  together  upon  amendments  to  the 
corresponding  acts  in  the  two  countries,  evinces  a  conciliatory,  a  liberal, 
and  just  spirit,  if  not  a  desire  to  prevent  future  causes  of  complaint.  Yoa 
are  therefore  authorized  to  confer  with  Earl  Eussell,  and  to  transmit  for 
the  consideration  of  the  President  such  amendments  as  Earl  Bussell 
may,  in  such  a  conference,  suggest  and  you  may  think  proper  to  be  ap- 
proved. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy*of  some  treasonable  correspondence 
of  the  insurgents  at  Richmond  with  their  agents  abroad,  which  throws 
a  flood  of  light  upon  the  naval  preparations  they  are  making  in  Great 
Britain.  You  will  use  these  papers  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  be  best 
calculated  to  induce  the  British  government  to  enforce  its  existing  laws, 
and,  if  possible,  to  amend  them  so  as  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
unla\Yful  designs  which  will  thus  be  brought  to  their  notice  in  a  man- 
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ner  which  will  admit  of  no  question  in  regard  to  the  sufficiency  of  evi- 
dence. 

I  am,  sir,  y\)ur  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq ,  d&o.,  dDc,  dtc. 

[For  inclosed  correspondence  see  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Bussell  of  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1863,  with  his  dispatch,  No.  322,  to  Mr.  Seward  of  February  13, 
1862,  under  "  Enforcement  of  Neutrality  ^ — "  General  Subject,'^  ant€.\ 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  321.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londofiy  February  13,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  contained  in  dispatch  No.  454, 
I  called  the  attention  of  Lord  Russell,  in  my  conference  of  Saturday^  to 
the  reply  made  by  him  to  my  note  of  the  20th  of  November  last,  claim* 
ing  reparation  for  the  damage  done  by  No.  290,  and  security  against  any 
repetition  of  the  same  in  future.  I  observed  that  my  government  bad 
not  yet  authorized  me  to  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  answer  on  the 
first  point;  but  with  respect  to  the  second,  his  lordship's  suggestion  of 
possible  amendments  to  the  enlistment  laws  in  order  to  make  them  more 
eifective  had  been  favorably  received.  Although  the  law  of  the  United 
States  was  considered  as  of  very  sufficient  vigor,  the  government  were 
jiot  unwilling  to  consider  propositions  to  improve  upon  it. 

To  that  end  I  had  been  directed  to  ask  whether  any  such  had  yet  been 
matured  by  her  Majesty's  ministers;  if  so,  I  should  be  happy  to  receive 
and  to  transmit  them  to  Washington.  His  lordship,  repeating  my 
remark  that  my  government  considered  its  pre-sent  enlistment  law  as 
sufficiently  effective,  then  added  that  since  his  note  was  written  the 
subject  had  been  considered  in  the  cabinet,  and  the  lord  chancellor  had 
expressed  the  same  opinion  of  the  British  law.  Under  th^^e  circum- 
stances he  did  not  see  that  he  could  have  any  change  to  propose. 

I  replied  that  I  should  report  this  answer  to  my  government.    What 
explanation  the  government  was  ready  to  give  for  its  utter  fiailure  to 
execute  a  law  confessed  to  be  effective  did  not  then  appear. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sevtabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  BritiBh  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3, 1863,  p.  48.] 

No.  22. 
Uarl  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office,  February  14, 1863. 

My  Lord:  I  had  a  conversation  a  few  days  ago  with  Mr.  Adams  on 
the  subject  of  the  "Alabama." 

It  did  not  appear  that  his  government  desired  to  carry  on  the  contro- 
versy on  this  subject  from  Washington  j  they  rather  left  the  conduct  of 
the  argument  to  Mr.  Adams. 

On  a  second  point,  however,  namely,  whether  the  law  with  respect  to 
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equipment  of  vessels  for  hostile  purposes  might  be  improved,  Mr.  Adams 
said  that  his  government  were  ready  to  listen  to  any  propositions  her 
Majesty's  government  had  to  make,  but  they  did  not  see  how  their  own 
law  on  this  subject  could  be  improved. 

I  said  that  the  cabinet  had  come  to  a  similar  conclusion;  so  that  no 
further  proceedings  need  be  taken  at  present  on  this  subject. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

[Extract.] 

No.  483.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washingtonj  February  19, 1863. 
Sir:  •  •  •  •  • 

This  government  is  very  desirous  to  avert  occasions  of  irritation  and 
complaint,  which  necessarily  tend  to  produce  alienation  between  even 
the  most  friendly  powers.  And  it  is  more  especially  inclined  to  this 
policy  in  its  intercourse  with  Great  Britain.  The  President  is  therefore 
most  hopeful  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  act  upon  the  idea  of  which 
an  intimation  has  been  given  by  Earl  Russell,  namely,  of  proposing  some 
amendments  to  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  the  two  countries.  You 
may,  perhaps,  mention  the  subject  to  Earl  Biisseil  informally,  with  some 

adv^antage. 

•  ••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dDc,  iSkc.  dsc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams* 

No.  493.]  Department  op  State 

Washington^  March  2, 1863, 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  13th  of  February  (No.  321)  ha«  been 
received. 

It  informs  us  that,  on  a  re-examination  of  the  subject,  her  Majesty's 
government  have  come  to,  a  (tonclusion  that  the  present  enlistment  law 
of  Great  Britain  is  sufficient  witliout  amendments,  and  that  therefore 
th^y  have  none  to  propose.  It  remains  fur  this  government,  therefore, 
only  to  say  that  it  will  be  your  duty  to  urge  upon  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment the  desire  and  expectation  of  the  President,  that  henceforwai'd  her 
Majesty's  government  will  take  the  necessary  measures  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  the  law  as  faithfully  as  this  government  has  exe^^uted  the 
corresponding  statutes  of  the  IJnited  States.  In  placing  before  Earl 
Russell  intercepted  correspondence  of  the  insurgents,  as  w^e  learn  that 
you  have  done  by  another  of  your  dispatches,  the  President  thinks  that 
you  have  given  to  the  British  government  ami)le  evidence  of  the  seri- 
ousness of  our  complaint,  as  well  as  sufficient  information  of  specific 
unlawful  designs  of  the  parties  concerned  therein,  and  the  plans  of  ope- 
ration, to  secure  success  to  any  proper  efforts  for  repressing  those  designs 
which  her  Majesty's  governhient  may  think  proper  to  put  forth. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams^  Esq.,  c&c.,  d^o.,  ^e. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1, 1864,  p.  2.] 

No.  3. 

Uarl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  March  27, 1863. 

My  Lord:  •  •  •  *  • 

Mr.  Adams  said  there  was  one  thing  which  might  be  easily  done.  It 
was  supposed  the  British  government  were  indifferent  to  these  notorious 
violations  of  their  own  laws.  Let  them  declare  their  condemnation  of 
all  such  infractions  of  law. 

With  respect  to  the  [enlistment]  law  itself,  Mr.  Adams  said  either  it 
was  sufficient  for  the  purposes  ot  neutrality,  and  then  let  the  British 
government  enforce  it;  or  it  wa-s  insufficient,  and  then  let  the  British 
government  apply  to  Parliament  to  amend  it. 

I  said  that  the  cabinet  were  of  opinion  that  the  law  was  sufficient; 
but  that  legal  evidence  could  not  always  be  procured ;  that  the  British 

government  had  done  everything  in  its  power  to  execute  the  law. 

•      .  •  •  *  •  • 

I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  651.]  Depart^ient  of  State, 

Washingtofij  July  11, 1863. 
Sir:  *••••• 
I  may  safely  protest,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
assumption  of  that  position  by  the  British  nation,  because  this  govern- 
ment, with  a  statute  exactly  similar  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  does  con- 
stantly hold  itself  able  and  bound  to  prevent  such  injuries  to  Great 
Britain.  The  President  thinks  it  not  improper  to  suggest  for  the  con- 
sideration of  her  Majesty's  government  the  question  whether,  on  appeal 
to  be  made  by  them.  Parliament  might  not  think  it  just  and  expedient 
to  amend  the  existing  statute  in  such  a  way  as  to  effect  what  the  two 
governments  actually  believe  it  ought  now  to  accomplish.  In  case  of 
such  an  appeal  the  'Pfi?8ident  would  not  hesitate  to  apply  to  Congress 
for  an  equivalent  amendment  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  if  her 
Majesty's  government  should  desire  such  a  proceeding,  although  here 
such  an  amendment  is  not  deemed  necessary. 

If  the  law  of  Great  Britain  must  be  left  without  amendment,  and  be 
construed  by  the  government  in  conformity  with  the  rulings  of  the  chief 
baron  of  the  exchequer,  then  there  will  be  left  to  the  United  States  no 
alternative  but  to  protect  themselves  and  their  commerce  against  armed 
cruisers  proceeding  from  British  ports,  as  against  the  naval  forces  of  a 
public  enemy,  and  also  to  claim  and  insist  upon  indemnities  for  the 
injuries  which  all  such  expeditions  have  hitherto  committed  or  shall 
hereafter  commit  against  this  government  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 

States. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  cfec. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

!No.  453.]  Legation  of  the  United  States-, 

London,  July  16, 1863. 

Sie:    •  •  ♦  •  .     '    •  • 

In  connection  with  this  subject  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
reply,  addressed  by  Mr.  Hammond,  on  behalf  of  Lord  Kussell,  to  the 
signers  of  the  Liverpool  memorial,  suggesting  some  alteration  in  the 
enlistment  act.  Both  papers  are  printed  in  the  copy  of  the  Times  of 
the  13th  instant,  which  I  transmit.  It  may  be  inferred  from  this  that 
the  government  will  persist  in  their  efforts  to  enforce  the  ijroviaions 
of  the  enlistment  act  through  the  courts,  reserving  to  themselves  an 
avenue  of  escape  by  reason  of  any  failure  to  be  supplied  with  evidence 
of  intent  to  violate  them.  Whether  they  expect  the  duty  of  looking 
this  up  to  be  performed  by  us,  or  they  design  to  seek  it  also  from  other 

sources,  does  not  clearly  appear. 

*  •  *  •  *  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ije,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. ' 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  13,  1863.] 

Memorial  from  certain  ship-owners  of  Liverpool^  sv^gesting  an  alteration  in 

the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

IS^o.  1. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  right  honorable  the  Earl  Russell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secre- 
tary of  state  for  the  foreign  department. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  ship-owners  of  Liveri)ool  sheweth, 
that  your  memorialists,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  British  shipping, 
view  with  dismay  the  probable  future  consequences  of  a  state  of  affairs 
which  permits  a  foreign  belligerent  to  construct  in  and  send  to  sea  from 
British  ports  vessels  of  war,  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  law. 

That  the  immediate  effect  of  placing  at  the  disposal  of  that  foreign 
belligerent  a  very  small  number  of  steam-cruisers  has  been  to  paralyze 
the  mercantile  marine  of  a  powerful  maritime  and  naval  nation,  inflict- 
ing within  a  few  months  losses,  direct  and  indirect,  on  it«  ship-owning 
and  mercantile  interests  which  years  of  peace  may  prove  inadequate  to 
retrieve. 

That  your  memorialists  cannot  shut  their  eyes  to  the  probability  that 
in  any  future  war  between  England  and  a  foreign  power,  however  insig- 
nificant in  naval  strength,  the  example  now  set  by  subjects  of  her  Ma- 
jesty while  England  is  neutral  may  be  followed  by  citizens  of  other  coun- 
tries neutral  when  England  is  belligerent^  and  that  the  attitude  of 
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helplessness  in  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  declared  their  ina- 
bility to  detect  and  punish  breaches  of  the  law  notoriously  committed 
by  certain  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  may  hereafter  be  successfully  imi- 
tated by  the  governments  of  those  other  countries  in  answer  to  English 
remonstrances. 

That  the  experience  of  late  events  has  proved  to  the  conviction  of 
your  memorialists  that  the  possession  by  a  belligerent  of  swifb  steam- 
cruisers,  under  no  necessity,  actual  or  conventional,  to  visit  the  possibly 
blockaded  home  ports  of  that  belligerent,  but  able  to  obtain  all  requisite 
supplies  from  neutrals,  will  become  a  weapon  of  offense  against  which 
no  preponderance  of  naval  strength  can  effectually  guard,  and  the  sever- 
ity of  which  will  be  felt  in  the  ratio  of  tho  shipping  and  mercantOe 
wealth  of  the  nation  against  whose  mercantile  marine  the  efforts  of  those 
steam- cruisers  may  be  directed- 

That  the  effect  of  future  war  with  any  power  thus  enabled  to  purchase, 
prepare,  and  refit  vessels  of  war  in  neutral  ports  will  inevitably  be  to 
transfer  to  neutral  flags  that  portion  of  the  sea-carrying  trade  of  th6 
world  which  is  now  enjoyed  by  your  memorialists  and  by  other  British 
ship-owners. 

That  over  and  above  the  chances  of  pecuniary  loss  to  themselves,  your 
memorialists  share  in  the  regret  with  which  a  law-regarding  community 
must  naturally  look  on  successful  attempts  to  evade  the  provisions  of  an 
act  of  Parliament  passed  for  a  single  and  simple  purpose,  but  which  baa 
been  found  not  to  give  the  executive  all  the  powers  needed  for  it.s  effect- 
ive execution. 

That  your  memorialists  would  accordingly  respectfiiUy  urge  upon  your 
lordship  the  exi)ediency  of  proposing  to  Parliament  to  sanction  the 
introduction  of  such  amendments  into  the  foreign  enlistment  act  as  may 
have  the  effect  of  giving  greater  power  to  the  executive  to  prevent 
the  construction  in  British  ports  of  ships  destined  for  the  use  of  bellig- 
erents. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  suggest  to  your  lordship  the 
importance  of  endeavoring  to  secure  the  assent  of  the  governments  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  of  other  foreign  countries,  to  the 
adoption  of  similar  regulations  in  those  countries  also. 
All  which  your  memorialists  respectfiiUy  submit. 

Lamport  &  Holt.  James.  Brown  &  Co. 

James  Baines  &  Go.  James»Poole  &  Co. 

Bichard  Nicholson  &  Son.        W.  Jacob  &  Co. 

W.  B.  Boadle.  Henry  Moore  &  Co. 

J.  Prowse  &  Co.  Imrie  &  Tomlinson. 

Currie,  Newton  &  Co.  Thomas  Chilton. 

Nelson,  Alexander  &  Co.         Jones,  Palmer  &  Co. 

Kendall  Brown.  Famworth  &  Jardine. 

G.  S.  H.  Fletcher  &  Co.  Thomas  &  James  Harrifion. 

J.  Aikin.  L.  H.  Macintyre. 

Finlay,  Campbell  &  Co.  Potter  Brothers. 

Cropper,  Ferguson  &  Co.         Chas.  Geo.  Cowie  &  Co. 

J.  Campbell.  W.  J.  Seally. 

S.  R.  Graves.  R.  Girvin  &  Co. 

Bankin,  Gilmour  &  Co.  0.  T.  Bowring  &  Co. 

Kathbone  Bros.  &  Co.       y 
LrvEBPOOLy  June  9, 1863. 
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Ko.  2. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  Messrs,  Lamport  cfe  Holt  and  others. 

Foreign  Office,  July  6, 1863. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  memorial  dated  the  9th  of  June,  signed  by  you  and  others 
of  the  merchants  at  Liverpool,  in  which  you  urge  upon  his  lordship  the 
expediency  of  proposing  to  Parliament  such  amendments  to  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  as  shall  enable  the  government  to  prevent  the  construc- 
tion in  British  ports  of  ships  destined  for  the  use  of  belligerents. 

I  am  to  state  to  you  in  reply,  that  in  Lord  Eussell's  opinion  the  for- 
eign enlistment  act  is  effectual  for  all  reasonable  purposes,  and  to  the 
full  extent  to  which  international  law  or  comity  can  require,  provided 
proof  can  be  obtained  of  any  act  done  with  the  intent  to  violate  it. 

Even  if  the  provisions  of  the  act  were  extended,  it  would  still  be 
necessary  that  such  proof  should  be  obtained,  because  no  law  could  or 
should  be  passed  to  punish  upon  suspicion  instead  of  upon  proof. 
I  am,  &c., 

B.  HAMMOND. 


Mr.  Adains  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eictract.*] 

No.  493.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  September  10, 1863. 
Sm:  •••••• 

But  a  still  more  simificant  manifestation  of  the  altered  tone  of  the 
government  is  to  be  round  in  the  speech  made  by  Lord  Eussell  at  the 
opening  of  the  new  park  at  Dundee,  yesterday,  a  report  of  which  is  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  of  this  morning.  He  seems  to  have  rather 
gone  out  of  his  way  to  take  up  the  subject,  in  order  to  announce  the 
policy  of  the  government.  You  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  greatly  in- 
creased firmness  of  his  language,  and  more  especially  his  intimation  that 
new  i)owers  may  be  solicited  from  Parliament,  if  those  now  held  should 
prove  insufficient.  This  is,  at  least,  the  true  tone,  I  confess  that  I  have 
more  hopes  of  our  prosx)ect  of  being  able  to  preserve  friendly  relations 
than  at  any  moment  since  my  arrival  in  England.  Unless  some  new 
and  untoward  event  should  occur  to  make  other  complications,  I  see  no 

barrier  of  a  serious  character  to  our  continuance  in  peace. 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Transmitted  with  Mr.  Adams'tt  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  497,  of  September  17, 1863.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Busselh 

[Extract.]] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  September  16, 1863. 
MyLoed:     •••••• 

And  here  your  lordship  will  permit  me  to  remind  you  that  hei  Ma^ 
43  A  c— VOL.  I 
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jesty's  government  cannot  justly  plead  the  inefficacy  of  the  provisions  of 
the  enlistment  law  to  enforce  the  duties  of  neutrality  in  the  present 
emergency  as  depriving  them  of  the  power  to  prevent  the  anticipated 
danger.  It  will  doubtless  be  remembered  that  the  proposition  made  by 
you,  and  which  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  medium  of  conveying  to  my 
government,  to  agree  upon  some  forms  of  amendment  of  the  respective 
statutes  of  the  two  countries,  in  order  to  make  them  more  effective, 
was  entertained  by  the  latter,  not  from  any  w^ant  of  confidence  in  the 
ability  to  enforce  the  existing  statute,  but  from  a  desire  to  co-oi>erate 
with  what  then  appeared  to  be  the  wisn  of  her  Majesty's  ministers.  But, 
upon  my  communicating  this  reply  to  your  lordship,  and  inviting  the  dis- 
cussion of  propositions,  you  then  informed  me  that  it  had  been  decided 
not  to  proceed  any  further  in  this  direction,  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
cabinet,  sustained  by  the  authority  of  the  lord  chancellor,  that  the  law- 
was  ftilly  effective  in  its  present  shape. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  c£c.,  c£c.,  d*c. 


[Transmitted  with  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  504,  of  October  1, 1863.] 

Lord  BusseU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

FoBEiaN  Office,  September  25, 1863. 

SiR^  •••••• 

There  are,  however,  passages  in  your  letter  of  the  16th,  as  well  as  in 
some  of  your  former  ones,  which  so  plainly  and  repeatedly  imply  an  inti- 
mation of  hostile  proceeding  toward  Great  Britain  on  the  part  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  unless  steps  are  taken  by  her  M^est^s 
government  which  the  law  does  not  authorize,  or  unless  the  law,  which 
you  consider  as  insufficient,  is  altered,  that  I  deem  it  incumbent  upon 
me,  in  behalf  of  her  Msgesty's  government,  frankly  to  state  to  you  that 
her  Majesty's  government  will  not  be  induced  by  any  such  consideration 
either  to  overstep  the  limits  of  the  law,  or  to  propose  to  Parliament  any 
new  law  which  they  may  not,  for  reasons  of  their  own,  think  proper  to  be 
adopted.    They  will  not  shrink  from  any  consequences  of  such  a  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Ohables  Francis /jdams,  Esq.,  die,  dto.,  &c. 


[Transmitted  with  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  504,  of  October  1, 1963.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusaelL 

[Extract] 
LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  September  29, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  25th  instant.  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  a  copy  to 
T^l  government. 
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I  must  pray  your  lordship's  pardon,  if  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive what  portions  of  my  late  correspondence  could  justify  the  implica- 
tions to  which  you  refer.  So  far  from  intimating  "  hostile  proceedings 
toward  Great  Britain,  unless  the  law,  which  I  consider  as  insufficient, 
is  altered,"  the  burden  of  my  argument  was  to  urge  a  reliance  upon  the 
law  as  sufficient,  as  well  from  the  past  experience  of  the  United  States, 
as  from  the  confidence  expressed  in  it  by  the  most  eminent  authority  in 

the  kingdom. 

«  •  #  '  •  •  •  • 

^  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  cfec,  cfcc,  cfec. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  760.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  14, 1863. 

Sm :  The  European  mails  have  not  arrived,  and  they  are  not  expected 
to  arrive  before  the  closing  of  my  dispatches  for  the  next  steamer. 

No  striking  incident  has  occurred  to  change  the  military  situation. 
Judging  upon  what  is  officially  received,  as  well  as  the  public  informa- 
tion, the  armies  of  the  government  are  holding  their  advanced  positions 
firmly,  and  they  are  beginning  to  be  felt  severely  by  the  insurgents. 

On  the  11th  instant  Lord  Lyons  communicated  to  me  information  he 
had  just  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada, 
to  the  effect  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  plot, 
gotten  up  in  that  province  by  emigrant  insurgents  from  the  United 
States,  to  invade  the  northern  frontier;  set  at  liberty  the  insurgent  pris- 
oners now  in  confinement  at  Johnson's  Island,  on  Lake  Erie,  near  San- 
dusky ;  burn  Buffalo  and  other  cities  on  the  shores  of  the  lakes.  It  was 
8upi)osed  that  these  crimes  were  to  be  effected  by  means  of  the  purchase 
and  arming  of  steamers  in  the  Canadian  ports.  This  information,  which 
was  very  gratefully  acknowledged,  borrows  a  show  of  authenticity  from 
revealings  which  have  occasionally  reached  this  goveniment.  The  proper 
departments  promptly  adopted  measures  which,  it  is  believed,  are  suffi- 
cient to  defeat  the  criminal  enterprise.  After  making  due  explanations  to 
Lord  Lyons,  I  have,  by  the  President's  direction,  requested  Preston  Kiug, 
esq.,  of  Ogdensburg,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  to  proceed  at  once 
to  Quebec,  to  inform  the  governor  general  of  the  preparations  which  have 
been  made  by  this  government,  and  to  confer  freely  witJi  him  upon  the 
subject,  with  a  view  to  conform  all  our  proceedins^s  to  the  treaty  regula- 
tions existing  between  the  two  countries,  and  to  the  comity  which  is  due 
to  Great  Britain.  It  seems  proper  that  you  should  make  these  proceed- 
ings known  to  Earl  Eussell,  with  expressions  of  the  satisfaction  with 
which  the  President  regards  what  has  been  so  promptly  and  Uberally 
done  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada  and  by  Lord  Lyons. 

It  is  thought  here  that  the  occasion  is  a  fitting  one  for  asking  Earl 
Eussell  to  consider  the  incidents  I  have  related  in  connection  with  the 
occurrences  which  have  taken 'place  within  the  pro];)er  British  realm, 
threatening  invasion  or  aggression  directly  from  the  ports  of  Liverpool 
and  Glasgow.  Do  not  these  incidents  show  the  expediency,  not  to  say 
the  necessity,  for  some  amendments  of  the  laws  of  the  two  nations,  so  aB 
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to  secure  the  practice  of  neutrality  in  the  spirit  of  comity  and  Mendship ! 
Have  we  adequate  security  that  hostile  expeditions  mil  not  yet  issae 
from  British  ports?  If  such  expeditions  should  come  from  domestic 
British  ports,  the  same  condition  of  national  relations  will  certainly 
encourage  the  fitting  out  of  such  expeditions  in  British  colonial  ports  on 
our  frontier  and  elsewhere.  Could  we  possibly  avoi^  conflicts  between 
the  two  countries  if  British  shores  or  provinces  should,  through  any 
misunderstanding,  be  suffered  to  become  bases  for  naval  and  mihtaiy 
operations  against  the  United  States  f 

Moreover,  the  principles  which  shall  regulate  the  maritime  conduct  of 
neutral  states  hereafter  are  quite  likely  to  be  settled  by  the  precedents 
which  arise  during  our  present  civil  war.  Great  Britain,  as  we  think, 
must  ultimately  be  as  deeply  concerned  as  we  are  in  preserving  in  the 
greatest  ^igor  the  cordial  principle  of  non-intervention. 
'1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c.,  c0c.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  SewarcL 

[Extract] 

iTo.  552, 1  Legation  op  the  tTNiTBD  States, 

London^  December  10, 1863. 
Sm:  •  •  •  #  •  • 

I  then  alluded,  more  particularly,  to  the  great  danger  attending  the 
abuse  that  might  be  made  of  the  vicinage  of  Canada,  and  suggested  the 
possibility  of  reciprocating,  in  some  form  or  other,  the  legislation  adopted 
by  us  in  1838,  and  referred  to  in  your  dispatch.  His  lordship  asked  to 
see  the  printed  copy  of  the  law  which  came  with  that  paper,  and  at  his 
desire  I  left  it  with  him. 

Some  farther  general  conversation  took  place,  after  which  I  took  my 
leave. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1136.]  Department  of  State, 

Waskingtonj  October  24, 1864. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  duty  to  invite,  through  you^  the  serious  attention  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  the  instances,  which  unfortunately  seem  to  be 
multiplying,  in  which  the  British  i>os6essionB  in  our  neighborhood,  both 
continental  and  insular,  have  been  made  bases  for  hostile  proceedings  of 
the  insurgents  against  this  country.  The  motives  for  such  proceedings 
have  undoubtedly  been,  not  a  conviction  that  material  damage  wonld 
result  directiy  &om  the  hostile  acts  of  the  insurgents,  but  a  hope  that  a 
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just  sense  of  national  dignity,  and  self-preservation  on  onr  part,  might 
induce  us  to  resent  the  toleration  of  the  British  authorities,  and  ulti- 
mately, perhaps,  lead  that  government  to  take  part  with  the  insurgents 
as  an  open  and  declared  enenfy  of  the  United  States.  The  insufficiency 
of  the  Britidi  neutrality  act  and  of  the  warnings  of  the  Queen's  procla> 
mation  to  arrest  the  causes  of  complaint  referred  to  were  anticipated 
early  in  the  existing  struggle,  and  that  government  was  asked  to  apply 
a  remedy  by  passing  an  act  more  stringent  in  its  character — such  as  ours 
of  the  10th  of  March,  1838,  which  was  occasioned  by  a  similar  condition 
of  affairs.  This  request  has  not  been  complied  with,  though  its  reason- 
ableness and  necessity  have  been  shown  by  subsequent  events. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWAED. 

Ghables  Fbakcis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£c.,  c&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1042.]  Leg^ation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  September  7, 1865. 

Snt :  In  connection  with  my  dispatch  No.  964,  of  the  25th  of  May  last. 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  from  Lora 
Bussell,  dated  the  30th  of  August,  in  reply  to  mine  addressed  to  him  so 
long  ago  as  the  20th  of  May.  I  am  now  drawing  up  a  form  of  reply 
which  seems  to  be  called  for  by  the  repetition  of  singidar  misconceptions 
in  the  historical  narrative  that  require  prompt  rectSication^  but  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  get  it  ready  in  season  for  this  steamer.  As  nis  lordship's 
note  seems  to  be  intended  to  convey  a  distinct  proposition  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  President,  I  send  it  forward  at  once. 

I  am  very  glad  to  perceive  the  conciliatory  and  friendly  tone  of  his 
lordship.  It  was  not  quite  so  visible  in  the  early  days  of  my  correspond- 
ence with  him,  when  his  prejudices  were  fr^sh.  I  have  never  considered 
him  as  actuated  by  unfriendly  feelings,  but  for  a  considerable  period  he 
certainly  acted  as  if  he  feared  to  be  suspected  of  good  wiU.  It  is  pleas- 
ant to  find  the  pressure  has  been  taken  ofL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FBANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lard  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

I    FoBEiaK  Office,  August  30, 1865. 
Srn:  •••••• 

You  say,  indeed,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  altered  the 
law  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  Portuguese  minister.  But  you  forget 
that  the  law  thus  altered  was  the  law  of  1794,  and  that  the  law  of  1818, 
then  adopted,  was,  in  fact,  so  far  as  it  was  considered  applicable  to  the' 
circumstances  and  institutions  of  this  country,  the  model  of  our  foreign 
enlistment  act  of  1819. 
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Surely,  then,  it  is  not  enough  to  say  that  your  government,  at  the 
request  of  Portugal,  induced  Congress  to  provide  a  new  and  more  strin- 
gent law  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  depredations,  if  Great  Britain  has 
already  such  a  law.  Had  the  law  of  the  United  States  of  1818  not  been 
already,  in  its  main  provisions,  adopted  by  our  legislature,  you  might 
reasonably  have  asked  us  to  make  a  new  law ;  but,  surely,  we  are  not 
bound  to  go  on  making  new  laws  ad  infinitum^  because  new  occaBioiis 
arise. 

The  fact  is;  this  question  of  a  new  law  was  frequently  discussed ;  but 
the  conclusion  arrived  at  was,  that  unless  the  existing  law,  after  a  suffi- 
cient trial,  should  be  proved  to  be  practically  inadequate,  the  object  in 
view  would  not  be  promoted  by  any  attempt  at  new  legislation. 

The  existing  law  has^  in  fact,  not  proved  inadequate,  when  circum- 
stances of  strong  suspicion  have  been  so  far  established  as  to  justify  the 
government  in  ordering  the  detention  of  the  suspected  vessels ;  and  it  is 
by  no  means  certain  that  any  possible  alteration  of  the  law  would  enable 
more  to  be  done,  in  the  way  of  prevention,  than  this.  That  power  was 
exercised  in  the  case  of  the  rams,  in  the  Mersey,  and  of  the  Canton,  or 
Pampero,  in  the  Clyde ;  and  in  neither  case  has  the  power  so  exercised 
been  censured  or  revoked,  either  in  a  court  of  law  or  by  any  vote  of 
Parliament. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL- 
Chables  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  d&c,  &e. 


Mr.  Aiams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1052.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  21, 1865. 

Sm :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  my  note  to 
Lord  Eussell,  in  reply  to  his  of  the  30th  of  August,  which  I  have 
already  mentioned  as  in  preparation.  It  is  longer  than  I  had  intended 
to  make  it,  but  I  hope  it  may  serve  to  close  the  controversy  on  this  side. 
I  beg  to  observe  that  nearly  all  of  the  historical  portion,  which  most 
conduced  to  prolixity,  was  of  his  lordship's  making. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adanis  to  Lord  BusseU. 

[Extract.  J 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  18, 1865. 

]\Iy  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  30th  of  last 
month  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  20th  of  May  last. 

With  respect  to  that  portion  of  your  lordship's  note  which  appears  to 
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defend  tlie  existing  legislation  as  having  really  proved  adequate,  I  beg 
leave  only  to  remark  that  it  is  sufficiently  answered  by  the  fact  that  you 
proceed  to  specify  in  proof  of  it  only  those  cases  in  which  her  Majesty's 
government  is  admitted  to  have  taken  a  responsibility  of  action  beyond 
the  law.  Whilst  I  have  always  been  ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
eminent  utility  of  the  action  for  which  your  lordship  appears  to  have 
assumed  a  grave  responsibility,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  this 
diminishes  the  force  of  the  reasoning  which  would  seek  from  the  legiti- 
mate protection  of  the  law  of  tiie  land  that  performance  of  obligations 
which  appears  now  to  depend  only  on  tiie  courage  of  the  minister  to 
transcend  its  limits. 

And  here  I  must  pray  x)ermission  to  dwell  a  moment  upon  one  pas- 
sage of  your  lordship's  note  which  has  excited  a  strong  sense  of  sur- 
prise, not  to  say  astonishment.  In  order  that  I  may  by  no  possibility 
be  guilty  of  any  misconstruction  of  the  meaning  of  the  language.  I  take 
the  liberty,  with  your  permission,  to  transfer  the  very  words.  Tney  are 
these : 

"  You  say,  indeed,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  altered 
the  law  at  the  request  of  the  Portuguese  minister. 

"  But  you  forget  that  the  law  thus  altered  was  the  law  of  1794,  and 
that  the  law  of  1818,  then  adopted,  was,  in  fact,  so  far  as  it  was  consid- 
ered applicable  to  the  circumstances  and  institutions  of  this  country, 
the  model  of  our  foreign  enlistment  act  of  1819. 

"  Surely,  then,  it  is  not  enough  to  say  that  your  government,  at  the 
request  of  Portugal,  induced  Congress  to  provide  a  new  and  more  strin- 
gent law  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  depredations,  if  Great  Britain 
has  already  such  a  law.  Had  the  law  of  the  United  States  of  1818  not 
been  already,  in  its  main  provisions,  adopted  by  our  legislature,  you 
might  reasonably  have  asked  us  to  make  a  new  law ;  but,  surely,  we  are 
not  bound  to  go  on  making  new  laws  ad  infinitum  because  new  occasions 
arise." 

If  I  do  not  rightly  comprehend  the  sense  of  your  lordship,  I  pray  to 
be  corrected,  when  I  assume  it  to  be,  that  an  argument  drawn  from  the 
precedent  of  the  course  of  my  government  in  enacting  a  new  law  to 
meet  the  remonstrance  of  the  Portuguese  minister  has  no  force  in  sup- 
porting the  representation  I  make  in  the  present  instance,  because  these 
very  provisions  of  American  legislation  have  been  already  long  since 
substantially  adopted  by  Great  Britain  in  the  enlistment  act,  the  very 
act  which  is  now  complained  of  as  inefltective.  In  other  words,  your 
lordship  appears  1c  take  it  for  granted  that  Great  Britain,  having 
already  passed  a  law  as  stringent  and  effective  as  that  of  the  United 
States,  is,  therefore,  justified  in  declining  any  proposal  to  go  on  amend- 
ing it. 

If  this  be,  in  verity,  your  x)Osition,  I  must  pray  your  pardon  if  I  hazard 
the  remark,  in  reply,  that  you  cannot  have  given  to  the  respective  stat- 
utes in  question  the  benefit  of  that  careful  collation  which  the  occasion 
would  seem  to  require.  If  you  had  done  so,  you  must  have  noticed  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  they  are  materially  unlike.  The  British  law  is,  as  your 
lordship  states,  a  re-enactment  of  that  of  the  United  States,  but  it  does 
not  adopt  all  of  "  its  main  provisions,"  as  you  seem  to  suppose.  Singu- 
larly enough,  it  entirely  omits  those  very  same  sections  which  were  orig- 
inally enacted  in  1817,  as  a  temporary  law  on  the  complaint  of  the 
Portuguese  minister,  and  were  made  permanent  in  tiiat  of  1818.  It  is 
in  these  very  sections  that  our  experience  has  shown  us  to  reside  the 
best  preventive  force  in  the  whole  law.  I  do  not  doubt,  as  I  had  the 
honor  to  remark  in  my  former  note,  that  if  they  had  been  also  incor- 
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porated  in  the  British  statute,  a  large  portion  of  the  undertakings  of 
which  my  government  so  justly  complains  would  have  never  been  com- 
menced 5  or,  if  commenced,  would  never  have  been  executed.  Surely  it 
was  not  from  any  fault  of  the  United  States  that  these  effective  provis- 
ions of  their  own  law  failed  to  find  a  place  in  the  corresponding  legisla- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  But  the  occasion  having  arisen  when  the  absence 
of  some  similar  security  was  felt  by  my  government  to  be  productive  of 
the  most  injurious  effects,!  cannot  but  think  that  it  was  not  so  unrccoson- 
able,  as  your  lordship  appears  to  assume,  that  I  should  hope  to  see  a 
willingness  in  that  of  Great  Britain  to  make  the  reciprocal  legislation 
still  more  complete.  In  that  hope  it  was  destined  to  be  utterly  disap- 
pointed. Her  Majesty's  government  decided  not  to  act.  Of  that  decis- 
ion it  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  complain.  The  responsibility  for  tlie 
injuries  done  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  subjects  of  a  friendly 
nation^  by  reason  of  this  refusal  to  respond,  surely  cannot  be  made  to 
rest  with  them.    It  appears,  therefore,  necessarily  to  attach  to  the  party 

making  the  refusal. 

•  ••••  •••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS, 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  Esq.,  cfec,  ifto.y  &c. 


[From  Britiah  Blue  Book  '<  North  America/'  No.  1, 1866,  p.  163.] 

No.  23. 

The  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Sir  F.  Brnce. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  December  26, 1865. 

Sib:  Mr.  Adams  called  upon  me  by  appointment. 

•  •••••• 

A  lengthened  discussion  then  ensued  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
obligations  of  neutrality  had  been  performed  by  this  country  during  the 
late  civil  war.  It  was  conducted  without  acrimony,  and  was  put  an  end 
to  by  myself,  as  leading  to  no  useful  or  practical  result. 

I,  however,  asked  Mr.  Adams  whether  it  would  not  be  both  useful  and 
practical  to  let  bygones  be  bygones,  to  forget  the  past,  and  turn  the 
lessons  of  experience  to  account  for  the  future.  England  and  the  United 
States,  I  said,  had  each  become  aware  of  tiiiie  defects  that  existed  in 
international  law,  and  I  thought  it  would  greatly  redound  to  the  honor 
of  the  two  principal  maritime  nations  of  the  world  to  attempt  the 
improvements  in  that  code  which  had  been  proved  to  be  necessary.  It 
was  possible,  I  added,  that  the  wounds  inflicted  by  the  war  were  stiU 
too  recent,  and  ttiat  the  ill  will  towards  England  was  still  too  rife,  to 
render  such  an  undertaking  practicable  at  the  present  moment ;  but  it 
was  one  which  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  and  that  was  earnestly  desir^ 
by  her  Majesty's  government,  as  a  means  of  promoting  peace  and  abat- 
ing the  horrors  of  war ;  and  a  work,  therefore,  which  would  be  worthy 
of  the  civilization  of  our  age,  and  which  would  entitle  the  governments 
which  achieved  it  to  the  gratitude  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  reply,  said  the  law  of  England,  in  its  international 
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application,  stood  greatly  in  need  of  amendment  5  but  he  gave  me  no 
encouragement  to  expect  that  his  government  would  co-operate  with 
that  of  her  Majesty  in  the  course  of  proceeding  which  I  had  suggested. 
You  will,  however,  avail  yourself  of  such  opportunities  as  you  may 
think  fitting  to  bring  the  subject  under  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Seward 
or  the  President,  and  you  can  neither  exaggerate  the  importance 
attached  to  it  by  her  Majesty's  government  or  the  satisfaction  it  would 
give  them  to  co-operate  with  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  a 
work  of  which  the  benefit  would  be  universaL 
I  am.  &c., 

CLAEENDOK 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1127.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Land(my  January  4, 1866. 

Sib  :  I  feel  very  much  honored  in  receiving  the  President's  approba- 
tion of  my  share  of  the  correspondence  with  Lord  Clarendon.  In  accord- 
ance with  your  desire,  expressed  in  No.  1626,  of  the  14th  of  December,  I 
have  disposed  of  the  only  remaining  proposition  left  open  between  ua 
in  a  note  to  his  lordship,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Jawimry  3, 1866. 

Mt  Lord:  It  may,  perhaps,  be  recollected  by  your  lordship  that  in 
the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  18th  Novem- 
ber allusion  was  made  to  a  suggestion  made  by  your  predecessor,  the 
right  honorable  Earl  Bussell,  in  bis  note  of  the  2d  of  tilie  same  month, 
which  I  was  then  answering,  that  looked  to  the  possibility  of  a  concur- 
rent revision  of  the  statutes  of  both  nations  to  the  end  IMt  greater 
security  might  be  given  to  them  against  those  who  endeavor  to  evade 
the  letter  of  their  present  neutratity  laws.  Gonsidering  this  in  the 
nature  of  a  proposition,  I  took  the  liberty  to  mention  to  you  that  I 
should  with  pleasure  transmit  it  for  the  consideration  of  my  government. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  views  of  that 
subject  expressed  in  my  note  have  met  with  approval.  It  is,  then,  with 
regret,  but  without  surprise,  that  I  fiind  myself  directed  to  add  that  the 
United  States  do  not  incline  toward  an  acceptance  of  his  lordship's 
proposition. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  . 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMB. 

Bight  Hon.  the  Eabl  of  Clahendon,  c0o.,  c£e.,  &o. 
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[From  British^Blue  Book  "North  America,"  No.  1, 1866,  p.  176.1 

No.  27. 

The  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Adams. 

.     Foreign  Office, 

January  4,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  the  United  States  government 
is  not  inclined  to  assent  to  a  concurrent  revision  of  the  statutes  of  the 
two  nations  with  a  view  to  the  more  complete  execution  of  the  duties  of 
neutrality. 

I  auL  &c., 

CLAEBlfDOX. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Fo.  1161.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoUj  March  1, 1866. 

Sir:  At  the  last  moment  last  week  I  transmitted  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
London  Times  of  Saturday  last,  containing  the  report  of  a  debate  in 
the  House  of  Commons  the  night  before  on  two  different  topics  con- 
nected with  America.  I  had  not  time  to  di'aw  your  attention  to  the 
singular  statement  made  by  Sir  Eoundell  Palmer,  touching  certain  facts 
of  the  negotiation  carried  on  between  the  two  governments,  which 
attempted  to  create  an  impression  that  the  failure  of  the  British  cabi- 
net to  improve  their  preventive  laws  was  entirely  owing  to  the  action  at 
Washington.  There  was  a  want  of  ingenuojisness  in  the  purely  lawyer- 
like manner  in  which  the  case  was  draw^n  up,  which  for  the  time  com- 
pletely imposed  on  the  least  credulous  members  of  the  assembly.  It 
seemed  to  me  to  be  a  proceeding  which  called  for  some  form  of  remon- 
strance at  once.  So  I  prepared  and  sent  a  note  to  Lord  Clarendon, 
briefly  recapitulating  the  principal  steps  in  the  transactions  referred  to, 
and  clearing  the  chronology  over  which  some  mist  had  been  thrown.  It 
can  hardly  be  presumed  that  a  case  can  be  felt  to  be  very  strong  which 
is  thought  to  stand  in  need  of  such  kind  of  support.  The  effort  to  prove 
by  mere  argument  the  inefficiency  of  our  statute,  without  any  evidence 
of  facts  to  support  it,  in  the  past  practice,  is  quite  of  a  piece  with  Lord 
Bussell's  allegations  in  the  Portuguese  question,  which  I  presume  to 
have  emanated  from  the  same  source. 

The  truth  is,  that  with  the  highest  respect  for  Sir  Boundell  Palmer  in 
private  life,  I  have  never  been  able  entirely  to  acquiesce  in  his  notions 
of  his  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  government  in  a  deliberative  assembly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Clarendon. 
Since  it  was  sent  I  perceive  I  made  an  omission  in  not  fortifying  my 
own  report  of  my  last  conference  with  Lord  Bussell  by  the  corroborat- 
ing evidence  of  his  lordship  himself,  in  his  note  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the 
14th  February,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
'  London^  February  24, 1866, 

My  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration 
an  extract  of  what  purports  to  be  a  speech  of  her  Majesty's  attorney 
general.  Sir  R.  Pahner,  in  the  House  of  Commons  last  evening,  which  I 
2nd  reported  in  the  London  Times  of  this  morning: 

"The  honorable  member  for  Windsor  (Mr.  Lalx)uchere)  is  slightly  in 
error  when  he  says  that  the  English  government  was  seversd  times 
requested  to  amend  the  foreign  enlistment  act;  in  fact,  the  very  reverse 
of  that  statement  is  nearer  to  the  truth.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
at  an  early  period  of  the  American  war,  the  government  of  this  country, 
foreseeing  that  very  important  questions  of  international  law  might 
arise  during  the  progress  of  the  war,  suggested  to  the  American  gov- 
ernment that  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  both  countries  should  be 
revised,  and  any  additions  that  might  be  thought  necessary  made  to 
them.  What  was  the  answer  made  by  the  American  government  to 
this  offer  of  ours?  What  was  the  answer  of  the  American  government 
to  this  offer  f  Why.  to  use  an  humble  expression,  they  threw  cold  water 
on  it  altogether.  Tney  said  that  they  had  no  objection  to  enter  into  the 
consideration  of  such  a  question,  but,  for  their  own  part,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  their  foreign  enlistment  act  required  no  amendment  and 
was  perfectly  adapted  for  its  purposes.  I  ask  the  house  what  position 
the  government  would  have  been  placed  in  if,  after  the  receipt  of  such 
an  answer  as  thaL  they  had  asked  Parliament  to  add  more  stringent 
provisions  to  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  The  first  question  asked  in 
the  house  would  be  whether  we  had  received  any  intimation  from  the 
American  government  of  any  intention  to  make  corresponding  changes 
in  their  foreign  enlistment  act.  Our  answer  to  such  a  question  would 
have  been  that  we  had  received  a  communication  on  the  subject  from 
the  United  States  government,  who  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  making  any  alteration  in  their  foreign  enlistment  act. 
After  giving  such  an  answer  how  could  the  government  expect  to  have 
their  bill  adopted  by  the  house!    [Hear.]" 

Disclaiming,  as  a  representative  of  a  foreign  country,  the  smallest 
right  to  raise  questions  in  regard  to  any  words  that  may  be  uttered  in 
the  great  deliberative  assemblies  of  this  kingdom  by  members  in  no 
way  sharing  a  responsibility  for  the  proceedings  of  her  Mjgesty's  gov- 
ernment towards  foreign  nations,  I  cannot  at  the  same  time  decline  to 
observe  that  the  confidential  relation  of  the  distinguished  person  who 
holds  the  position  of  chief  legal  adviser  to  the  Grown,  invests  any  state- 
ment which  he  thinks  proper  to  make  in  regard  to  the  action  of  a  foreign 
country  with  an  authority  brfore  the  world  closely  akin  to  that  of  her 
Msgesty's  ministers  themselves.  It  seems,  ther^ore,  difficult  for  me  to 
avoid  bringing  to  your  lordship's  attention  those  particulars  in  the 
extract  above  submitted  which  appear  to  me  not  only  to  be  at  variance 
with  the  actual  facts  in  the  transaction  therein  referred  to,  but  doing 
more  or  less  of  injustice  to  the  position  occupied  by  my  government  as 
a  party  to  it. 

I  understand  it  to  be  substantially  affirmed  in  the  passage  cited — 

1st.  That  the  British  government  spontaneously,  of  its  own  volition, 
initiated  early  in  the  war  a  proposition  to  the  government  which  I  rex>- 
resent  to  revise  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  both  countries,  and  make 
such  additions  as  might  be  thought  necessary  to  them. 
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2d.  That  the  answer  of  the  United  States  to  this  offer  was  like  throTr- 
ing  cold  water  on  it  altogether.  They  said  they  had  no  objection  to 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  such  a  question,  but  they  were  satisfied 
with  their  own  law  as  it  stood.  Hence  it  is  clearly  implied  in  the  sequel, 
though  not  affirmed  in  words,  that,  as  a  consequence  of  this  answefj  the 
British  government  were  reluctantly  compelled  to  desist  from  apx)ea1ing 
to  Parliament  at  all. 

It  is  with  unaffected  regret  that  I  feel  absolutely  constrained  to  i>oint 
out  to  your  lordship  the  grave  errors  of  fact  contained  in  both  tliese 
propositions.  Inasmuch  as  the  several  papers  from  which  I  proceed  to 
quote  as  my  authorities  have  been  given  to  the  world  in  print,  long 
since  accessible  po  all  men,  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  tiiem 
in  brief,  in  order  to  substantiate  my  statement. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1862, 1  received  from  Mr.  Seward,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  a  brief  letter,  inclosing  papers  connected  with  the  ravages 
committed  by  the  Alabama.    It  closed  with  these  words: 

^'  The  President  directs  that  you  lay  copies  of  the  substance  of  these 
papers  before  Earl  Bussell  in  such  manner  as  shall  seem  best  calculated 
to  effect  two  important  objects :  First,  due  redress  for  the  national  and 
private  injuries  sustained;  secondly,  a  prevention  of  such  lawless  and 
injurious  proceedings  hereafter." 

On  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  that  is,  two  days  later,  he  repeated 
the  instructions,  using  the  same  terms  ^^  redress"  and  ^<  prevention." 

On  the  20th  of  November  I  addressed  a  note  te  the  Bight  Hon.  B^ 
Bussell,  at  the  close  of  which  are  these  words : 

"I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  of  the  directions  which  I 
have  received  from  my  government  to  solicit  redress  for  the  national 
and  private  injuries  alresuiy  thus  sustain^,  as  well  as  a  more  effective 
prevention  of  any  such  repetition  of  such  lawless  and  injurious  proceed- 
ings in  her  Majesty's  ports  hereafter." 

It  was  in  answer  to  tiiis  demand  that  the  proposition  of  Barl  Bussell, 
to  which  the  attorney  general  refers  in  his  remarks,  was  made.  In  his 
reply  to  my  note,  dated  the  19th  December,  1862,  after  declining  the  first 
proposition  of  Mr.  Seward  for  redress  for  the  past,  his  lordship  goes  on 
to  speak  of  the  second,  which  related  to  prevention  for  the  friture.  This 
is  the  language  used : 

"As  regards  your  demand  for  a  more  effective  prevention  for  the 
future  of  the  fitting-out  of  such  vessels  in  British  ports,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government,  after  consultation 
with  the  law  officers  of  the  Grown,  are  of  opinion  that  certain  amend- 
ments might  be  introduced  into  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  which^  if 
sanctioned  by  Parliament,  would  have  the»enect  of  giving  greater  pow» 
to  the  executive  to  prevent  the  construction  in  British  ports  of  ships 
destined  for  the  use  of  belligerents.  But  her  Majesty's  government 
consider  that  before  submitting  any  proposals  of  that  sort  to  Parliament, 
it  would  be  desirable  that  they  should  previously  communicate  with  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  ascertain  whether  that  government 
is  willing  to  make  similar  alterations  in  its  own  foreign  enlistment  act, 
and  that  the  amendments,  like  the  original  statute,  should,  as  it  were^ 
proceed  pari  passu  in  both  countries." 

Such  was  tiiie  origin  of  the  proposal  alluded  to  by  the  distinguished 
attorney  general.  It  must,  therefore,  be  plain  to  your  lordship  that  it 
was  not  made  early  in  the  war,  but  only  after  the  ravages  committed  by 
the  Alabama  had  roused  the  attention  of  my  government  to  the  sub- 
ject. Neither  was  it  initiated  spontaneously,  but*  was  wholly  the  off- 
spring of  a  demand  made  by  my  government  for  more  effective  measures 
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of  prevention  of  such  ravages  committed  by  vessels  fitted  out  from 
British  ports. . 

I  now  proceed  to  show  to  your  lordship,  in  like  manner,  the  fallacy  in 
the  other  pro][>osition  of  the  attorney  general 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1862, 1  wrote  to  Mr.  Seward,  transmitting 
for  consideration  the  proposal  maae  by  Earl  Eussell. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1863,  Mr.  Seward  addressed  >to  me  a  reply, 
in  which  he  refers  to  his  lordship's  proposal  in  these  words: 

^^It  is  not  presumed  that  our  anti-enlistment  act  is  defective,  or  that 
Great  Britain  has  ground  to  complain  that  it  has  not  been  effectually 
executed.  Nevertlieless,  the  proposition  of  her  Majesty's  government, 
that  the  two  governments  shall  confer  together  upon  amendments  to 
the  corresponding  acts  in  the  two  countries,  evinces  a  conciliatory,  a 
liberal,  and  just  spirit,  if  not  a  desire  to  prevent  further  causes  of  com- 
plaint. You  are,  therefore,  authorized  to  confer  with  Earl  Eussell,  and 
,  to  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  President,  such  amendments  as 
Earl  Kussell  may  in  such  a  conference  suggest,  and  you  may  think 
proper  to  be  approved." 

I  shall  abstain  from  entering  into  any  discussion  of  whether  this 
language  is  or  is  not  fairly  to  be  considered  as  ^^  throwing  cold  water  on 
it  altogether."  That  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  At  present  I  shall  strive 
to  confine  myself  strictly  to  the  consideration  of  facts.  The  point  now 
is  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  precisely  what  effect  the  communication  of  it 
did  actually  have  on  the  action  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

On  the  7th  of  February  I  was  favored  with  an  interview  by  Earl  Eus- 
sell, upon  which  occasion  I  communicated  to  him  the  substance  of  the 
answer.  The  of&cial  report  of  this  interview,  which  I  made  to  Mr. 
Seward  on  the  13th  of  February,  is  in  the  following  words : 

**In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  contained  in  dispatch  No.  454, 1 
called  the  attention  of  Lord  Eussell,  in  my  conference  of  Saturday,  to 
the  reply  made  by  him  to  my  note  of  the  20th  of  ^November  last,  claim- 
ing rei)aration  for  the  damage  done  by  Ko.  290,  and  security  against 
any  repetition  of  the  same  in  future.  I  observed  that  my  government 
had  not  yet  authorized  me  to  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  answer  on 
the  fli-st  point;  but  with  respect  to  the  second,  his  lordship's  suggestion 
of  possible  amendments  to  the  enlistment  laws,  in  order  to  make  them 
more  effective,  had  been  favorably  received  j  although  the  law  of  the 
XJuited  States  was  considered  as  of  very  sufBicient  vigor,  the  government 
were  not  unwilling  to  consider  propositions  to  improve  upon  it. 

"  To  that  end  I  had  been  directed  to  ask  whether  any  such  had  yet 
been  matured  by  her  Majesty's  ministers;  if  so.!  should  be  happy  to 
receive  and  to  transmit  them  to  Washington.  His  lordship,  repeating 
my  remark — ^that  my  government  considered  its  present  enlistment  act 
as  sufficiently  effective — ^then  added  that,  since  his  note  was  written, 
the  subject  had  been  considered  in  the  caoinet,  and  the  lord  chanceUor 
had  expressed  the  same  opinion  of  the  British  law.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  did  not  see  that  he  could  have  any  change  to  propose." 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  essential  fact  is  developed,  that  his  lordship's 
answer,  declining  to  proceed  any  fiirther,  was  made  forthwith,  and  was 
the  result  of  cabinet  deliberations,  previously  held,  and  of  the  opinion  of 
the  lord  chancellor  thereupon  given.  It  was  in  no  way  the  effect  of  the 
communication  made  by  myself  at  the  moment,  but  had  been  prepared 
in  advance  to  meet  it  whenever  it  came,  or  whatever  it  might  be.  It 
fell  in  with  an  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Seward,  but  was  in  no  manner 
dependent  upon  it. 

K  this  be  the  correct  chronology,  it  follows  that  no  such  hypothetical 
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difficulty  in  an  appeal  to  Parliament,  after  snch  an  answer  as  is  described 
by  her  Majesty's  attorney  general,  could  ever  have  been  possible.  Her 
Majesty's  government  had  decided,  before  the  answer  ever  apjieared, 
not  to  make  any  such  appeal,  but  rather  to  abide  by  the  lord  chanti^Uor's 
confidence  in  the  existing  statute. 

In  addressing  this  note  to  your  lordship,  I  pray  you  to  understand 
that  I  disclaim  all  intention  to  impute  an  evil  motive  to  the  distin- 
guished and  excellent  gentleman  against  whose  language  I  have  been 
constrained  to  enter  this  protest.  In  the  present  state  of  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  which  I  cannot  disguise  to  be  delicate,  I  am 
sensible  oi'  the  great  importance  of  every  woM  that  falls  from  the  Ups 
of  persons  in  authority  on  either  side.  Hence,  it  has  been  under  a 
painful  sense  of  duty  that  I  have  marked  to  your  lordship  these. errors, 
doubtless  of  inadvertence,  committed  by  so  eminent  an  officer  of  the 
Crown,  which  may,  nevertheless,  excite  much  comment  among  my 
countrymen,  and  aggravate  the  resentment  for  injustice  suffered,  already, 
unfortunately,  much  too  prevalent  with  them. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

CHAELES  FRAXCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  the  Easl  OF  Glabenbon,  cfec,  cfcc.  &e. 


Mr,  Adaim  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1164.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  8, 1866. 

Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department  numbered  from  1687  to  1690,  inclusive,  likewise  of  1684,  re- 
ported as  missing  last  week,  and  lastly  of  a  bound  set  of  the  Diplomatic 
Correspondence  of  1864. 

t)n  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  I  laflt  wrote,  another  debate  took 
place  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  questions  of  maritime  law,  a  reiM>rt 
of  which,  in  the  London  Times,- 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit.  It  appears 
that  the  attorney  general  seized  the  opportunity  to  make  the  necessary 
corrections  of  his  speech  the  week  before.  The  only  point  he  failed  to 
make  quite  clear  was  the  alleged  effect  of  the  answer  of  our  government 
in  producing  the  decision  of  the  ministry  here  not  to  propose  any  modifi- 
cation of  the  enlistment  law.  The  fact  that  this  decision  was  reached 
irrespective  of  and  prior  to  the  communication  of  that  answer  is  made 
so  clear  on  the  very  face  of  the  correspondence,  that  in  common  candor 
ti^e  truth  should  have  been  frankly  recognized.  # 

Although  the  course  of  this  debate  gives  an  appearance  of  preponder- 
'  ance  in  sentiment  in  one  direction,  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  that  indi- 
cates the  prevalence  of  that  sentiment  among  the  members  generally. 
The  truth  is,  the  subject  as  it  now  stands  is  felt  to  be  so  full  of  difficul- 
ties that  much  the  greater  number  decline  to  commit  themselves  upon  it 

in  any  way. 

•  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1168.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Landony  March  15, 1866. 

Sib  :  In  connection  with  my  dispatch  "No.  1164,  of  the  8th  insta-nt,  I 
now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  more  notes  which  have 
passed  between  Lord  Clarendon  and  myself,  on  the  extraordinary  posi- 
tion taken  by  the  attorney  general  in  his  speech  of  the  23d  of  February, 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAIfCIS  Al)AMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


The  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  10, 1866. 

Sib  :  I  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  her  Majesty's  attorney  gen- 
eral the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  24th 
ultimo,  with  reference  to  statements  on  the  subject  of  proposed  amend- 
ments in  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  this  country  and  the  United 
States,  reported  to  have  been  made  by  the  attorney  general  in  the  House 
of  Conmions  on  the  previous  evening ;  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
inclose,  with  the  hope  that  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  you,  a  copy  of  a 
statement  which  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  attorney  general  in  reply. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

CLAEENDOK. 

Charles  Fbakgis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  <£c.,  c&c. 


Mr.  Palmer  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

Lincoln's  Inn,  March  6, 1866. 

After  a  careful  reconsideration  of  the  expressions  used  by  me  on  the 
occasion  to  which  Mr.  Adams  refers,  and  of  the  document  cited  in  his 
letter  to  your  lordship,  I  am  unable  to  perceive  that  there  was  in  the  sub- 
stance of  my  observations  anything  which,  when  rightly  understood,  can 
be  open  to  the  charge  either  of  misstating  materisd  facts,  or  of  placing 
a  wrong  construction  upon  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  my  object  was  not  at  all  to  criti- 
cise or  reflect  upon  the  conduct  of  that  government,  for  which  I  have 
always  entertained  a  most  high  and  sincere  respect,  but  solely  to  explain 
under  what  circumstances  her  Mtyesty's  government  had  determined, 
during  the  late  war,  to  put  to  proof  the  efficiency  or  inefficiency  of  our 
own  foreign  enlistment  act,  without  attempting  to  propose  any  alteration 
of  it  to  Parliament. 

1.  With  respect  to  the  exact  date  at  which  the  overture  to  which  I 
referred  was  made  by  her  Majesty's  government,  my  memory  (for  I  spoke 
from  memory)  was  certainly  not  quite  accurate,  and  on  that  point  I  will- 
ingly accept  Mr.  Adams's  correction,  but  I  must  be  permitted  to  add, 
that  the  circumstance  of  that  overture  having  been  made  after  and  not 
before  the  commencement  of  the  discussions  with  respect  to  the  Alabama, 
would  (if  it  had  been  present  to  my  mind)  have  enabled  me  to  give  addi- 
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tional  point  to  some  of  my  observations  as  to  the  manner  in  which  that 
overture  was  met  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Mr.  Adams  appears  to  think  that  the  facts  did  not  warrant  me  in 
representing  this  overture  as  having  been  made  by  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment "spontaneously,  of  its  own  volition.''  The  letter  of  Earl  Eussell, 
dated  the  19th  December,  1862,  in  which  it  was  contained,  having  been 
written  in  answer  to  one  from  Mr.  Adams  himself,  in  which  (after  seek- 
ing redress  for  the  captures  made  by  the  Alabama)  he  solicited  from  her 
Majesty's  government  "a  more  effective  prevention  of  any  repetition  of 
such  lawless  and  ii^jurious  proceedings  in  her  Msgesty's  ports."  ^o  doubt 
it  was  with*  a  view  to  this  latter  object,  mutually  desired  by  both  gov- 
ernments, that  Earl  Kussell,in  reply,  suggested  the  consideration  of  the 
question  whether  amendments  might  not  advantageously  be  made  in  the 
foreign  enlistment  acts  of  both  countries.  That  suggestion^  however, 
though  made  upon  such  an  occasion,  did  not  the  less  originate  with  her 
Majesty's  government,  and  was  not  the  less  entirely  spontaneous  on  their 
part  Mr.  Adams  had  on  one  or  two  former  occasions  intimated  that 
new  legislation  by  Great  Britain  against  blockade-running,  and  against 
the  exportation  of  munitions  of  war  from  this  country  to  the  Confederate 
States,  might  have  been  acceptable  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  he  had  ever,  down  to thattime,  suggested 
any  alteration  of  our  foreign  enlistment  aot  as  necessary  for  th6  more 
efficient  prevention  of  naval  equipments  for  warlike  purposes ;  and  the 
sequel  of  the  correspondence  itself  clearly  proves  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  did  not  look  upon  their  own  act  of  Congress  of  1318 
as  requiring  any  such  alteration. 

I  see  no  reason,  therefore,  to  recede  at  all  from  the  substance  of  that 
part  of  my  statement  in  which  Mr.  Adams  understands  me  to  have 
affirmed  'Hhat  the  British  government  spontaneously,  of  its  own  voli- 
tion, initiated  a  proposition  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  t-o 
revise  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  both  countries,  and  make  such  addi- 
tions as  might  be  thought  necessary  to  them." 

3.  But  with  respect  to  the  remaining  and  more  important  point,  I  can- 
not altogether  mlmit  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Adams's  interpretation  of  my 
language.  He  understands  it  to  have  been  substantially  affirmed  by  me, 
"that  the  answer  of  the  United  States  to  this  offer  was  like  throwing 
cold  water  on  it  altogether.  They  said  they  had  no  objection  to  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  such  a  question,  but  they  were  satisfied  with 
their  own  law  as  it  stood."  So  far,  Mr.  Adams  quite  fairly  represents 
the  effect  of  my  statement,  and  the  documents  cited  by  himself  fas  well 
as  Earl  Kussell's  dispatch  to  Lord  Lyons  on  the  same  subject,  to  wnich  he 
does  not  refer)  prove  the  fact  to  have  been  as  I  stated  it,  whether  I  rightly 
described  such  an  answer  as  cold  and  discouraging  or  not.  IVlr.  Adams, 
indeed,  quotes  a  letter  from  Mr.  Seward  to  himself,  dated  the  19th  of 
January,  1863,  and  says  that  he  '^  abstains  from  entering  into  any  dis- 
cussion of  whether  the  language  of  that  letter  is  or  is  not  fairly  to  be  con- 
sidered as  ^  throwing  cold  water  altogether'  on  Earl  Bussell's  proposi- 
tion." But  he  does  not  state  that  the  terms  of  that  letter  of  Mr.  Seward 
were  ever  communicated  to  her  Majesty's  government,  nor  can  I  find  the 
least  trace  of  such  a  communication  having  been  made  in  any  of  the 
sources  of  information  open  to  me.  I*do  not,  tiherefore,  perceive  how 
the  language  of  Mr.  Seward  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams  can  legitimately 
be  called  in  aid  to  alter  or  modify  the  impression  which  Mr.  A(&ms's  own 
conversation  with  Earl  Bussell  may  have  been  in  itself  calculated  to  pro- 
duce. 

Mr.  Adams  proceeds  to  say  that  it  was  ^^  clearly  implied  in  the  sequel,'' 


AMENDMENT  OF  LAWS.  689 

(of  my  observations,)  ^Hhongh  not  affirmed  in  words,  that  as  a  conse- 
quence of  this  answer  the  British  government  were  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  desist  from  appealing  to  Parliament  at  all,"  and  then,  after 
citing  passages  from  the  documents  which  passed  between  himself  and 
the  government  at  Washington,  ending  with  his  own  dispatch  which 
contains  a  record  of  the  conversation  between  himself  and  Earl  Bussell, 
he  assumes  it  to  have  been  shown  ^Hhat  his  lordship's  answer,  declining 
to  proceed  any  further,  was  made  forthwith,  and  was  the  result  of  cabi- 
net deliberations  previously  held,  and  of  the  opinion  of  the  lord  chan- 
cellor theretofore  given.''  "It  was."  he  adds,  "in  no  way  the  effect  of 
the  communication  made  by  myseli  at  the  moment,  but  had  been  pre- 
pared in  advance  to  meet  it  whenever  it  came,  or  whatever  it  might  be. 
It  fell  in  with  an  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Seward,  but  was  in  no  man- 
ner dependent  upon  it.  If  this  be  the  correct  chronology  it  follows  that 
no  such  hypothetical  difficulty  in  an  appeal  to  Parliament,  after  such  an 
answer  as  is  described  by  her  Majesty's  attorney  general,  could  ever 
have  been  possible.  Her  Majesty's  government  had  decided  before  the 
answer  ever  appeared  not  to  make  any  such  appeal,  but  rather  to  abide 
by  the  lord  chancellor's  confidence  in  the  existing  statute." 

I  cannot  think  it  was  a  just  inference  from  an^^hing  which  I  said  that 
her  Majesty's  government  were  "reluctantly  compelled"  to  desist  from 
making  any  application  to  Parliament  as  a  consequence  of  Mr.  Adams's 
answer  to  Earl  Bussell's  suggestion.  I  neither  said  nor  implied  that  her 
M^esty's  government  were  dmrom  of  making  any  such  application  to 
Parliament,  much  less  that  the  answer  returned  by  the  United  States 
government  to  Earl  Bussell's  overture  was  their  only  or  their  principal 
reason  for  not  making  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  manifest  difficulty  of 
carrying  such  a  measure  through  Parliament  at  such  a  time,  and  the 
great  inconvenience  of  any  unsuccessfiil  attempt  to  do  so,  (to  which  I 
'  did  not  omit  to  refer,)  would  necessarily  make  the  conclusion  that  such 
an  attempt  was  unnecessary  (if  it  could  be  arrived  at  on  good  grounds) 
acceptable  to  her  Majesty's  government,  and  the  opinion  formed  in  the 
cabinet  under  the  advice  of  the  lord  chancellor,  (which  I  also  mentioned 
in  the  debate,)  that  our  existing  law  would  prooably  be  found  upon  trial 
sufficient  for  its  purpose,  must  (of  course)  have  contributed  in  a  very 
important  degree  to  that  conclusion.  But  as  I  read  the  reports  of  this 
conversation,  (both  that  made  by  Mr.  Adams  and  that  of  Earl  Bussell 
to  Lord  Lyons,)  I  find  nothing  in  either  of  them  to  justifiy  Mr.  Adams's 
inference  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  determined  beforehand  to 
let  the  matter  drop,  at  all  events,  and  not  to  propose  any  measure  to 
Parliament,  whatever  the  answer  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  might  be.  Lord  Bussell  did,  indeed,  at  once  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, which  he  then  announced  to  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  matter  could, 
not,  at  that  time,  usefully  be  carried  further.  But  why?  ISot  because 
the  cabinet  had  already  so  decided,  but  because  the  opinion  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  as  expressed  by  Mr.  Adams,  as  to  their 
own  law,  was  found  to  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  the  lord  chancellor 
expressed  in  the  cabinet  as  to  our  law.  Under  these  circumstances  there 
appeared  to  be  an  agreement  of  opinion  between  the  governments  of 
both  countries,  that  reliance  might  safely  be  placed  upon  their  existing 
laws;  and  if  any  measure  had  been  afterward  proposed  to  Parliament, 
the  opinions  thus  formed  and  expressed  must  (when  made  known)  have 
had  an  unfavorable  influence  uxK)n  its  chance  of  success.  To  prosecute 
the  negotiation  further,  under  such  circumstances,  might  not  improbably 
have  proved  a  source  of  serious  embarrassment  to  her  Migesty's  govern- 
ment, unless  some  amendments  to  the  laws  of  both  countries  had  actu- 
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ally  resulted  from  it;  and  the  prospect  of  such  a  result  was  too  nncertain 
to  justify  the  risk.  The  government  of  the  United  States  had  thought 
it  necessary^  while  expressing  their  willingness  to  consider  any  proposi- 
tions which  might  emanate  fix)m  her  Majesty's  government,  to  guard 
themselves  against  being  supx)osed  to  admit  that  their  own  law  (in  the 
language  of  Mr.  Adams)  was  not  **of  very  sufficient  vigor,"  or  (in  the 
language  of  Earl  Russell)  that  it  "  could  be  improved.''  They  were  will- 
ing to  receive  suggestions ;  but,  though  invited  to  do  so,  they  themselves 
made  none.  What  might  have  been  the  effect  of  this  if  her  Majesty's 
government  had  been  satisfied  that  an  amendment  of  our  foreign  enlist- 
ment act  was  indisi>ensable  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  objects,  I  can- 
not pretend  to  say,  but  under  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  case,  its 
natural  (not  to  say  necessary)  effect  was  the  reply  immediately  given  by 
Earl  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams;  in  which  reply  tbe  government  of  the 
United  States,  without  any  appearance  of  surprise  or  dissatisfaction, 
acquiesced.  • 

Mr.  Adams  thinks  himself  warranted  in  concluding  that  if  the  answer 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  been  dSerent,  the  reply  of 
Earl  Eussell  would  still  have  been  the  same.  My  conclusion,  from  the 
facts  and  the  documents,  was  and  is  the  reverse.  Having  voluntarily 
proposed  to  enter  into  communication,  with  a  view  to  the  mutual  re- 
vision of  the  statutes  of  both  countries,  on  a  very  imx>ortant  and  very 
practical  subject,  it  was  fully  open  to  his  lordship  to  withdraw  from  that 
proxK>sal,  when  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  expressed  their 
willingness  to  entertain  it  in  a  merely  passive  sense,  without. accepting 
any  part  of  the  resi)onsibility  of  pressing  it  forward,  or  even  encoura>g- 
ing  it  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  concurred  in  the  views  with  which  it  had 
been  originally  proposed,  or  that  they  anticipated  any  prospect  of  advant- 
age from  its  further  prosecution.  Under  these  circumstances  the  lord 
chancellor's  opinion  that  there  was  no  practical  necessity  for  a  change 
in  our  law  became  decisive.  But  my  belief  is,  that  the  cabinet  had,  in 
fact,  come  tcrno  conclusion  which  would  have  superseded  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  question  at  that  time  if  the  United  States  government 
had  stated  it  to  be  the  result  of  their  experience,  that  their  own  law  re- 
>quired  amendments  to  make  it  perfectiy  efficient — ^much  less  if  they  had 
expressed  an  anxiety  to  agree  in  such  amendments  as  might  make  the 
laws  of  both  countries  more  effective  for  their  common  purpose,  and  had 
offered  or  stated  themselves  to  be  prepared  to  offer  any  practical  sugges- 
tions with  that  view.  Nor  does  it  appear  to  me  at  all  probable  that  if 
such  had  been  the  tenor  of  the  answer  given  by  Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rus- 
sell's proposal,  his  lordship  would  nevertheless  have  broken  off  a  nego- 
tiation initiated  by  himself,  merely  because  the  lord  chanceUor  had  in 
the  mean  time  induced  the  cabinet  to  take  a  more  favorable  view  than 
that  which  had  been  entertained  by  her  Mjyesty's  law  officer  of  our  ex- 
isting law. 

I  l^ink,  therefore,  I  did  not  err  in  my  appreciation  of  the  substance  of 
what  took  place  between  the  two  governments ;  and  although  I  do  not 
attribute,  and  never  have  attributed,  the  decision  of  her  M^esty's  gov- 
ernment solely  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  their  own  law,  I  still  continue  to  believe 
(what  alone  I  meant  to  state  or  imply  in  my  place  in  Parliament)  that 
the  opinion  so  expressed  by  the  govemnpient  of  the  United  States  did 
exercise  a  material  influence  ux>on  the  course  then  and  subsequently 
taken  by  her  Majesty's  government,  and  that  it  would  have  been  also 
likely  to  prove  a  serious  impediment  to  the  success  of  any  measure  for 
the  amendment  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  if  such  a  measure  (even 
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after  some  continaed  negotiation  with  the  govemment  of  the  United 
States)  had  been  introduced  into  Parliament. 
I  have^  &C.9  &C.9 

EOIINDELL  PALMEE. 
The  Eabl  of  Clarendon. 

P.  S. — ^I  annexy  as  necessary  to  give  a  complete  view  of  what  passed^ 
the  two  following  extracts:  Ko.  1  being  the  passage  in  Earl  Eussell's 
letter  to  Mr.  Ad^s^  of  December  19^  1862,  immediately  following  that 
quoted  by  Mr.  Adams :  and  the  other,  No.  2,  being  Earl  Bussell's  report 
to  Lord  Lyons,  dated  February  1 4, 1863,  of  his  conversation  with  Mr. 
Adams: 

No.  1. 

"I  shall  accordingly  be  ready  to  confer  at  any  time  with  you,  and  to 
listen  to  any  suggestion  which  you  may  have  to  make,  by  wmch  the 
British  foreign  enlistment  act  and  the  corresponding  statute  of  the  United 
States  may  be  made  more  efficient  for  their  purpose.^ 

No.  2. 

^^  Mr.  Adams  said  that  his  govemment  was  ready  to  listen  to  any  propo- 
sitions her  Majesty's  government  had  to  make;  but  they  did  not  see  how 
their  own  law  on  thw  subject  could  be  improved.'*  I  said,  "that  tiie 
cabinet  had  come  to  a  similar  conclusion,  so  that  no  further  proceedings 
need  be  taken  at  present  on  this  subject.^ 

E.  P. 


Mr.  Adams  to  the  Ea/rl  of  Clarendon. 

LsaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  March  12, 1866. 

My  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note 
of  the  10th  instant,  and  of  a  copy  of  a  statement  made  to  your  lordship  by 
the  attorney  general,  in  reply  to  the  remonstrance  which  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  address  to  you  on  the  24th  ultimo,  against  what  appeared  to  me 
to  be  errors  affecting  the  position  of  my  govemment,  in  his  speech  in 
the  House  of  Commons  the  previous  evening. 

I  have  read  that  statement  with  the  attention  which  is  due  not  less  to 
the  distinguished  position  of  that  eminent  individual,  than  to  my  own 
personal  respect  for  his  high  character.  If  I  have  unfortunately  failed 
in  entirely  mastering  the  purport  of  )iis  reasoning,  it  may,  perhaps,  be 
owing -to  my  own  inability  to  understand  the  necessity  for  any  at  all. 

The  question  which  it  was  my  intention  to  propound  was  not  one 
touching  any  class  of  opinions,  but  simply  naked  facts.  I  pray  your 
lordships  pardon  if  I  briefly  recapitulate  the  conflicting  statements. 

I  understood  the  attorney  general  substantially  to  afiirm — 

1.  That  her  Majesty's  govemment  had  voluntMily  initiated  a  proposi- 
tion to  the  govemment  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  to  amend 
and  improve  the  provisions  of  the  British  enlistment  law,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  her  Majesty's  govemment  had  been  deterred  from  prosecuting 
this  friendly  purpose  entirely  by  the  cold  and  repulsive  manner  in  which 
that  proposition  had  been  met  by  the  United  States. 
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The  necessary  inference  from  these  propositions,  if  well  founded  in  the 
facts,  is,  that  the  whole  responsibility  for  any  failore  of  her  Miyesty's 
government  in  securing  from  Parliament  greater  safegoards  against  the 
abuse  of  neutrality  in  this  kingdom  devolves  on  the  United  States. 

On  behalf  of  my  government,  I  have  only  respectftdly  to  rei>eat  my 
counter-statement,  to  the  following  effect: 

1.  That  her  Majesty's  government,  so  far  as  any  knowledge  of  Iheir 
proceedings  was  communicated  to  me,  never  initiated  any  prox>o8ition  to 
the  United  States  to  improve  the  legislation  against  abuses  of  neutrality 
in  this  kingdom. 

2.  That  the  only  thing  done  was  a  suggestion  of  an  intention  to  malce 
such  ar  proposal,  and  that  was  elicited  by  a  demand  of  the  United  States 
that  something  or  other  should  be  done.  But  even  this  was  made  con- 
ditional upon  their  consent  to  reciprocate  whatever  might  be  subse- 
quently proposed  by  the  British,  and  concurred  in  by  the  United  States 
government. 

3.  That  that  intention  was  definitely  abandoned  before  any  reply  from 
the  United  States  came  to  the  knowledge  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

So  far  as  the  statement  made  by  her  Majesty's  attorney  general  may 
be  construed  to  corroborate  the  preceding  averment  of  facts,  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  expressing  my  satisfaction  with  it.  So  far  as  it  may  fall  short 
of  admitting  them,  I  must  submit  that  the  way  to  prove  jthe  truth  and 
to  convict  me  of  error  is  still  open,  not  through  reasoning  so  much  as 
by  an  appeal  to  living  testimony.  I  shall  be  prepared  at  all  times,  very 
cheerfully^  to  correct  any  misapprehension  I  may  have  myself  fallen  into 
of  these  facts,  so  far  as  they  may  involve  the  course  of  other  parties, 
provided  it  shall  be  made  plain  to  me  from  the  proper  authority. 

Meanwhile,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  insist  that  my  government  must 
be  considered  as  wholly  free  from  every  shadow  of  responsibility  for  the 
decision  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  abide  by  the  existing  legislation 
as  a  sufficient  prevention  of  all  abuses  of  the  neutrality  of  the  realm. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c. 

CHABLES  FEANtSIS  ADAMa 

Bight  Hon.  the  Easl  of  Glabendon,  c£o.,  <ltc.,  4&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
No.  1712.J  Depaetment  of  State, 

Waahingtony  March  20, 1866. 

Sib:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  1st  instant,  Ko.  1161,  and 
its  accompaniments.  It  informs  me  of  the  proceeding  which  you 
adopted  to  remove  any  erroneous  impression  which  might  arise  from  the 
statement  made  by  Sir  Boundell  Palmer  in  the  House  of  Commons  in 
regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  United  States  to  accede  to  a  proposition 
for  the  revisal  of  their  foreign  enlistment  act.  It  maybe  satisfactory  to 
you  to  know  that  you  have  performed  promptly  and  with  ability  an  im- 
portant duty  in  correcting  the  misstatement  of  the  attorney  general,  and 
it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  add  farther  remark  in  approval  of  your 
thoughtfulness  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WHiLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ghables  Fbaiyois  Adams,  Esq.,  dfc.y  &c.j  &e. 
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Mr.  Morcm  to  Mr.  Seward. 

LsaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  March  29, 1866. 

Snt :  Mr.  Adams,  who  is  out  of  town  for  a  few  days,  directs  me  to  trans- 
mit to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  note  jfrom  Lord  Olarendon  to  him, 
of  the  24th  instant,  together  with  a  copy  of  its  inclosore  of  the  2l8t, 
from  Sir  Eoundell  Palmer  to  his  lordship,  relative  to  the  statements 
made  by  him  lately  in  the  House  of  Commons,  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  amending  the  foreign  enlistment  acts  of  Great  BritaiQ  and 
the  United  States. 

I  have  t^e  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  MOEAK, 

Secretary  j>f  Legation. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ' 

Secretary  of  State. 


The  Earl  of  Olarendon  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  March  24, 1866. 

Sib  :  I  forwarded  to  the  attorney  general  your  further  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  relative  to  the  statements  made  by  that  gentleman  in  the 
House  of  Commons  with  reference  to  the  question  of  amending  the  foreign 
enlistment  acts  of  this  country  and  the  United  States,  and  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  further  statement  which  the 
attorney  general  has  made  to  me  by  way  of  rejoinder  to  your  letter. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

CLAEENDOK 
Chables  Fbakois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.j  (£o.,  dtc. 


Extract  from  her  Majestjfe  attorney  generaVe  report,  dated  March  21, 

1866. 

Mr.  Adams's  letter  of  the  12th  instant  calls  for  little  further  observa- 
tion on  my  part. 

If  Mr,  Adams  understood  me  "  substantially  to  affirm  "  the  two  prop- 
ositions embodied  in  this  letter,  all  I  can  say  is  that  he  misunderstood 
me.  I  stated  (as  is  the  truth)  that  her  Majesty's  government  "  volun- 
tarily initiated  a  proposition  "  to  the  United  States  government  not  "  to 
amend  the  provisions  of  the  British  foreign  enlistment  law  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  United  States,"  but  that  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of  both 
countries  should  be  revised  with  a  view  to  their  simultaneous  amend- 
ment, if,  after  mutual  communication,  such  amendments  should  appear 
to  the  two  governments  to  be  practicable  and  desirable. 

I  further  stated  the  answer,  which  was,  in  fact,  given  by  the  United 
States  government  to  that  overture,  describing  it  (and,  I  think,  truly,)  as 
one  which  did  not  encourage  her  Majest^r's  government  to  proceed  fur- 
ther in  the  matter,  and  as  one  which,  if  the  matter  had  been  carried 
farther,  might  have  been  used  in  Parliament  as  an  argument  against 
the  existence  of  any  necessity  for  the  alteration  of  our  law.  But  I  did 
not,  either  directly  or  "  substantially,"  affirm  that  "  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment had  been  deterred  from  prosecuting  this  friendly  proposal 
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entirely  by  the  cold  and  repnlsiye  manner  in  which  that  proposition  had 
been  met  by  the  United  States." 

I  disclaim  wholly  the  inference  which  Mr.  Adams  considers  to  follow 
from  the  propositions  which  he  attributes  to  me,  namely,  that  ^^  the 
whole  responsibility  for  any  Mlore  of  her  Majesty's  government  in  secur- 
ing from  Parliament  greater  safeguards  against  the  abuse  of  neutrality 
in  this  kingdom  devolves  on  the  United  States."  I^othing  could  pos- 
sibly be  further  from  my  mind  than  the  idea  that  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  deciision  of  her  Msyesty's  govern- 
ment to  abide  by  and  enforce  the  existing  law  of  this  country.  It  is  one 
thing  to  attribute  (as  I  think  I  was  folly  justified  in  attributing)  con- 
siderable practical  importance  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  at  that  juncture,  that  their  own  law  was 
"  very  sufficient"  for  its  intended  purpose,  and  another  thing  to  say  or 
imply  that  because  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  United  States  her  M^- 
esty's  government  were  not  solely  and  exclusively  responsible  for  form- 
ing and  acting  upon  a  similar  opinion  as  to  the  law  of  this  country. 

The  only  oOier  statements  in  Mr.  Adams's  letter  which  seem  to  me  to 
require  any  remark  are  those  in  which  he  insists  that  the  only  thing  done 
by  her  Majesty's  government  was  ^'  a  duggestian  of  an  intention  to  make 
a  proposalj^  and  that  ^'  that  intention  wa^  definitively  abandoned  before  any 
reply  from  the  United  States  came  to  the  knowledge  of  her  Majesty's 
government." 

I  am  surprised  that  Mr.  Adams,  who  speaks  so  much  in  this  lett^  of 
facts,  (as  opposed  to  reasoning,)  snould  again  have  overlooked  the  finct 
(proved  by  the  passage  of  Earl  Bussell's  letter  of  the  19th  December, 
1862,)  which  was  extracted  in  the  appendix  to  my  former  remarks  that 
her  M^esty's  government  did  not.  merely  '^  suggest  an  intention  to  make 
a  proposal,"  but  expressly  invited  suggestions  from  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  which  they  failed  to  obtain.  Upon  the  other  ques- 
tion, whether  the  intention  conveyed  by  Earl  Bussell  had  been  <^  defin- 
itively abandoned"  before  the  answer  of  the  United  States  government 
was  received,  Mr.  Adams  (unless  he  has  some  private  information  not 
discoverable  from  the  contemporaneous  documents,  and  which  has  never 
been  communicated  to  me)  seems  simply  to  confound  two  things  mate- 
riaUy  different,  viz: 

First.  An  opinion  arrived  at  by  the  cabinet,  under  the  advice  of  the 
lord  chancellor,  that  reliance  might  be  placed  on  the  sufficiency  of  our 
foreign  enlistment  act  for  its  intended  purpose ;  and 

Second.  A  definitive  resolution  not  to  foUow  up  the  overture  contained 
in  Earl  Bussell's  letter  of  the  19th  December,  1862.  I  do  not  find  in 
the  documents  to  which  I  have  access  that  any  such  resolution  had 
been  taken  in  or  out  of  the  cabinet,  before  Earl  Bussell  learned  from 
Mr.  Adams  that  the  United  States  government  did  not  consider  their 
own  foreign  enlistment  act  to  require,  or,  indeed,  to  bei  susceptible  of 
any  improvement. 


Mr.  Moran  to  Mr.  Sevoard. 

[Extract.] 
JSTo.  8.]  LBaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  October  13, 1866. 
•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Sm :  For  some  days  past  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  in  dub 
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circles  about  the  inefficiency  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  amending  it.  I  transmit  an  article  from  the  Standard  of  the 
10th  instant  on  this  subject,  which  is  not  without  significance.  That 
newspaper  is  identified  with  the  tory  party,  and  although  I  cannot  say 
that  it  is  the  recognized  organ  of  any  memoer  of  the  present  ministry, 
its  known  political  bias  and  influence  would  seem  to  warrant  the  belief 
that  it  has  authority  for  the  announcement  that  Lord  Derby  is  determ- 
ined to  appoint  a  royal  commission  to  inquire  into  the  workings  of  the 
existing  law.  The  spirit  of  the  article  exhibits  a  feeling  of  assumed 
respect  for  the  United  States  no  one  who  read  the  Standard  during  our 
great  struggle  would  be  disposed  to  suspect  it  of  entertaining. 

K  such  a  commission  has  been  determined  upon,  it  is  not  unfair  to 
conclude  that  its  conception  is  to  be  traced  to  the  recent  renewal  of  the 
President's  desire  that  the  two  governments  should  arrive  at  an  early 
and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  claims  arising  out  of  the  piracy  of  the 
Anglo-rebel  cruisers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MOEANT. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Moran  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  42.]  LBQATION  of  TflE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  June  3, 1868. 

SiB :  Several  of  the  London  newspapers  of  last  Monday  contained  the 
substance  of  the  report  of  the  royal  commissioners  appointed  in  January, 
1867,  to  inquire  into  the  character  and  working  of  what  is  known  here 
as  the  foreign  enlistment  'act ;  and  yesterday  the  report  itself,  and  its 
accompanying  papers,  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  blue  book.  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  four  copies  herewith,  as  well  as  copies  of  several  of  the 
most  influential  London  journals,  with  remarks  upon  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  commissioners.  That  some  of  these  will  be  adopted  by 
Parliament  when  the  act  comes  up  for  alteration  is  tolerably  certain. 
Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt,  as  you  will  perceive,  dissents  from  certain  of  the 
recommendations  of  his  fellow  commissioners  and  gives  his  reasons  in 
a  rather  lengthy  paper. 

The  memorandum  by  Mr.  Abbott,  of  the  Foreign  Office,  on  the  neutrality 
laws  of  the  United  States,  goes  somewhat  into  detail,  but  I  have  not  yet 
had  time  to  give  it  a  careful  examination  or  to  form  an  opinion  of  its 
merits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  MOEAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  Report  of  the  Neutrality  Law  Commissioners  see  "  (General  Ap- 
pendix,''No.  6.] 
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SUPPLIES,  ETC.,  OP  VESSELS. 
Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  42.]  United  States  Constilatb, 

At  NasBaUj  JT.  P.,  December  10, 1861. 

SiE :  I  have  already,  through  different  channels,  apprised  you  of  the 
arrivals  of  the  steamers  Isabel  and  Gladiator,  the  last  from  London  with 

arms  for  the  rebels. 

•  •••••• 

The  coal  which  is  being  landed  here  for  the  government  has  caused 

S^eat  excitement  among  the  Nassau  masses,  and  a  deputation  visited 
ovemor  Nesbitt  yesterday  to  remonstrate  against  its  being  landed. 
They  were  referred  to  the  attorney  general,  who  showed  them  that  it 
could  not  be  legally  prevented.  They  do  not  know  that  the  coal  is 
government  stores,  though  they  take  that  for  granted,  and  the  most 
ultra  ones  swear  that  it  cannot  be  reshipped  on  board  a  national  vessel 
without  violating  their  "  neuteai^ity  ^  laws.  This  is  barefaced,  when 
there  are  three  rebel  steamers  now  in  front  of  the  consulate  with  seces- 
sion rags  flying,  and  a  British  steamer  with  ^'contraband  of  war"  on 
board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

SAM^L  WHITING,  dmsuL 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whitiitg  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  43.]  Uotted  States  Constjlate, 

At  NaseaUy  JST.  P.,  December  10, 1861. 

Sie  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  me 
this  morning  by  the  colonial  secretary,  acting  on  the  orders  of  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  Nesbitt,  in  relation  to  the  landing  of  the  cargoes  of  coal 
consigned  to  me  by  the  United  States  navy  agent  at  Philadelphia. 

The  vessels  were  at  the  consulate  dock,  and  were  just  on  the  point  of 
discharging,  when  I  received  the  governor's  letter,  and  I  at  once  stopped 
the  landing  of  the  coal  to  await  the  arrival  of  tiie  steamer,  when  1  hope 
to  have  advipes  in  relation  to  it.  The  demurrage  will  be  heavy,  to  be 
sure — twenty  dollars  per  diem — ^but  if  the  coal  is  kept  afloat  one  of  our 
steamers  could  be  supplied  at  once  should  she  arrive. 

One  thing  is  patent,  viz :  The  government  of  the  United  States  need 
expect  no  favor  from  the  coloni^  government  of  the  Bahamas,  while 
every  facility  and  encouragement  is  extended  to  the  rebels  who  are 

seeking  its  overthrow. 

•  •  •  '  •  •  •  * 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

SAM'L  WHITING, 
United  States  CcmuI. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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BAHAMAS* 
GOLOKIAL  SeOBETABY'S  OFFICE, 

Nassau^  December  10, 1861. 

Sib  :  The  receiver  general  and  treasurer  having  on  the  7th  instant 
forwarded  to  the  lieutenant  govemot  the  manifest  of  caf  go  on  board  the 
United  States  schooner  Galeb  Stetson,  by  which  it  appears  that  such 
cargo  consists  of  three  hundred  tons  of  coal,  which  was  shipped  from 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  by  order  of  the  United  States  Kavy  Depart- 
ment, and  consigned  to  yourself  as  the  United  States  consxd  at  this 
port,  I  am  directed  by  the  lieutenant  governor  to  inform  you  that 
although  he  has  given  directions  to  the  receiver  general  and  treasurer 
to  admit  the  coal  to  an  entry  and  landing,  yet  it  is  on  the  express  condi- 
tion and  understanding  that  such  coal  shall  not  afterward  be  reshipped 
or  otherwise  used  in  any  manner  which  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  law 
authorities  of  the  colony,  involve  a  breach  of  her  Msyesty's  proclamation 
of  the  13th  of  May  last,  and  particularly  that  such  coal  shall  not  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  coaling,  or  affording  facilities  for  coaling,  at  this  port, 
the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  navy  during  the  continuance  of 
the  hostilities  now  unhappily  existing  in  America,  as  his  excellency  is 
advised  that  such  would  constitute  a  breach  of  her  Majesty's  proclama- 
tion before  referred  to,  (a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,)  the  provisions  of 
which  it  is  his  excellency's  intention  to  preserve  inviolate,  unless  specially 
authorized  by  her  Majesty  to  depart  therefrom. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  THOMPSON, 
Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  44.J  United  States  Consulate, 

At  NassaUy  N.  P.,  December  12, 1861. 
Sm:  •••••• 

I  have  this  day  sent  to  the  governor  the  certificate  of  the  schooner 
Galeb  Stetson's  master,  stating  that  his  vessel  is  in  a  leaky  condition, 
and  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  his  ship  and  cargo  that  part  of 
his  coals  should  be  landed  at  once. 

I  therefore  requested  his  excellency's  permission  to  discharge  on  board 
the  United  States  steamer  Flambeau  sufficient  coal  to  lighten  the  Caleb 
Stetson,<^citing  several  authorities  as  proof  that  ^^coal  is  not  contraband." 
I  inclose  a  copy  of  his  excellency's  reply,  objecting  to  the  tranship- 
ment, but  allowing  me  to  {aruZ  coals  on  the  condition  before  named. 

As  this  would  place  it  out  of  my  power  to  reship  them  for  the  use  of 
any  United  States  war  vessel,  I  have  ordered  the  coal  schooners  to  go 
off  to  anchor  until  I  receive  advices  from  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  

SAMUEL  WHITmG,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Thompson  to  Mr.  Whitmg. 

OAJaJimriHm 

GoLONiAL  Seobbtaby's  Offioe, 

NasmUj  December  12, 186L 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  stating  that  the  master  of  the  schooner  Oaleb  Stetson,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, now  lying  in  this  port  of  li^assan,  has  this  day  testified  before 
yon  that  his  vessel  was  leaking  so  badly  that  it  is  necessary  that  she 
be  at  once  discharged  or  Ughtened,  and  requesting  permission  to  land 
the  coai  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Flambeau  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

In  reply,  I  am  directed  by  the  lieutenant  goyemor  to  state  that  his 
excellency  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  objeetiondblej  and  in  violatioii 
of  the  decision  already  arrived  at  and  communicated  to  you,  to  permit 
the  coals  on  board  the  Caleb  Stetson  to  be  transhipped  to  the  United 
States  steamer  Flambeau,  but  as  consignee  you  have  a  right  to  enter 
the  coals  and  land  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  J.  THOMPSON, 

OoUmidl  Seoretary. 
Samuel  Whiting, 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  46.]  United  States  Consulate, 

N^assaUj  JST.  P.,  Deeeniber  19, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  13th  day  of  Decem- 
ber^ after  having  been  refused  permission  to  put  coals  on  board  the 
Umted  States  steamer  Flambeau  from  an  American  schooner,  the  Caleb 
Stetson,  I  noticed  that  the  privateer  or  secession  vessel,  the  Theodora, 
Mason  and  Slidfell's  packet,  was  being  coaled  by  Hy.  Adderley,  of  thifl 
place. 

I  sent  a  remonstrance  to  the  governor,  and  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
his  reply. 

Very  respectftilly,  &c.,  &c.,  . 

SAMUEL  WHITING,  OonsuL 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Thompson  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

BAJSAn/TAS. 

Colonial  Seobetaby's  Office, 

NassaUy  December  14, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday^s  date,  which  I  submitted  to  the  lieutenant-governor,  who,  in 
reply,  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  he  finds,  on  reference  to  the  official 
correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  coal  recently  brought  to  this  port 
from  Philadelphia,  that  the  cases  referred  to  are  altogether  dissimilar. 
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The  Theodora  is  a  merchant  vessel  lawfdlly  trading  to  this  port,  and 
being  propelled  by  steam  it  is  necessary,  to  enable  her  to  porsne  her 
oconpation  as  a  trader,  that  she  should  be  supplied  with  ooaL  The  fur- 
nishing this  necessary  article,  therefore,  for  her  use,  by  a  merchant  in  the 
way  of  trade,  is  perfectly  lawful,  and  cannot  be  construed  into  a  breach 
of  neutrality. 

It  is  true  that  in  your  letter  you  style  the  vessel  "  a  privateer,^  but 
as  £air  as  she  is  known  to  the  authorities  here  she  is  a  merchant  vessel, 
and  you  yourself  make  use  of  the  alternative,  ^'  the  privateer  or  seces- 
sion vessel.^ 

The  Flambeau  is,  on  the  other  hand,  avowedly  an  armed  vessel  in  the 
service  of  the  federal  government.  She  has  entered  this  port  without 
apparent  necessity  for  so  doing,  and  the  authorities  have  not  been 
informed  of  the  object  of  her  visit.  She  has  already  been  in  port  sev- 
eral days,  and  the  only  object  which  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  her 
commander  has  in  view  is  to  wat<;h  and  endeavor  to  intercept  and  cap- 
ture confederate  vessels  trading  to  this  port. 

If  so,  this  is  making  an  undue  and  improper  use  of  a  neutral  port,  and 
to  supply  her  with  coal  would  be  to  faciUtate  her  ielUgerent  operations. 

So  far  as  the  Flambeau  is  concerned,  coal  mtist  he  cmsidered  as  contror 
band  of  war j  and  consequently  an  article  which,  under  her  Majesties  proc- 
lamation, caniaot  properly  he  supplied  to  her  in  this  port, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  THOMPSON, 


Sahtjel  Whitino, 

United  States  Vonsul,  Nassau. 


Acting  Ooloniai  Secretary. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1.]  United  States  Consulate, 

At  Nassau^  N.  P.,  Ja/nuary  2, 1862. 

Seb:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  colonial  governor.  Nesbitt,  having  informed  me  that  ^^  no  United 
States  war  vessel  could  oe  supplied  with  coal  here,''  I  have  ordered  all 
the  coal  fleet  to  Key  West,  Florida,  except  the  British  brig  Cecile,  whose 
master,  Boggs,  reftised  to  go.  I  have  written  to  the  Navy  Department 
fidl  details  of  the  matter,  and  sent  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  colonial  secretary  and  myself  to  tlie  State  Department. 

The  rebel  steamer  Isabel,  now  British  steamer  Ella  Warley,  left  this 
port  on  the  30th  ultimo,  having  taken  on  board  part  of  the  cargo  of  the 
British  ship  Eliza  Bonsall,  consisting  of  woolen  clothes  and  provisions. 
I  believe  no  arms  were  transshipi)ed,  or  other  munitions  of  war. 

The  British  steamer  Gladiator  is  still  here,  no  movement  toward  dis- 
charging having  yet  taken  place. 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  

SAMUEL  WHITING,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


700  ENFORCEBfENT   OP  NEUTBALITT. 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  172.]  Department  op  State, 

Washifigtonj  Ja/nuary  31, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  learn  from  reports  received  at  the  Navy  Department  from  the 
commander  of  the  American  steamer  Flambeau,  that  although  tiie 
United  States  have  a  deposit  of  coal  at  Nassau,  our  steamers  are  denied 
title  right  of  taking  it  for  use  by  the  colonial  authorities  at  that  place. 

I  do  not  send  you  a  formal  statement  of  the  fact,  because  although  it 
is  presumed  that  those  authorities  have  not  acted  under  instructions 
from  London,  yet  that  they  nevertheless  must  themselves  have  reported 
their  proceedings  to  the  home  government.  Justified,  as  I  think,  by 
this  circumstance,  in  assuming  that  the  fact  which  I  thus  bring  to  yonr 
attention  is  already  known  to  Earl  BusseU,  I  have  to  request  you  to  ask 
from  him  an  explanation  of  the  proceeding,  and  to  inquire  whether  we 
are  to  understand  that  the  colonial  ports  are  to  be  closed  against  our 
vessels  of  war  when  entering  them  for  coal,  and  are  to  be  denied  even 
the  right  of  supplying  themselves  from  stores  of  our  own  lying  in  such 
ports.  Liberal  as  we  are  in  all  our  intercourse  with  the  British  govern- 
ment in  American  waters,  the  President  declines  to  believe  that  that 
government  has  sanctioned  or  will  sanction  the  proceedings  of  the 
authorities  at  Nassau.  Should  you  find  this  to  be  the  fact,  you  will  sug- 
gest to  Earl  Eussell  our  desire  tiiat  proper  instructions  may  be  given  to 
the  authorities  there. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkcj  d^c,  dfo. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 
No.  126.J  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Londonj  March  6, 1862. 
Sir:  •••••• 

I  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to  Lord  Bus- 
sell,  in  conformity  with  the  directions  contained  in  your  dispatch  No. 
172,  of  the  31st  of  January,  touching  the  action  of  the  authorities  of  Nas- 
sau. As  yet  I  have  received  only  the  customary  formal  answer  from 
his  lordship  announcing  a  reference  for  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  February  24, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  find  myself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  troubling  your  lordship  with  another  application  for  information 
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respectmg  certain  alleged  acts  of  the  colonial  authorities  of  Nassau  un- 
friendly to  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  reported  to  the  Navy  Department,  from  the  commander 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Flambeau,  that,  altnough  a  deposit  of  coal 
belonging  to  that  government  exists  at  the  place  named,  its  steamers 
have  been  interdicted  the  use  of  it- 
Liberal  as  is  the  disposition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
in  its  intercourse  with  all  foreign  nations  in  American  waters,  the  Presi- 
dent declines  to  believe  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  sanctioned 
or  will  sanction  these  proceedings  on  the  p^  of  the  authorities  of  Nas- 
sau. Should  he  prove  to  have  been  correct  in  this  opinion,  I  am  directed 
to  solicit  of  your  lordship  such  action  in  the  proper  quarter  as  may  lead 
to  the  rectification  of  the  error. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  ^ 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  d^c,  dfCy  dke. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washvngtony  April  4, 1863. 

Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  an  armed  schooner 
under  the  insurgent  flag,  bearing  the  name  of  Eetribution,  and  com- 
manded by  a  man  named  Lock,  said  to  be  a  native  of  Yarmouth,  Nova 
Scotia,  has  recently  captured  many  United  States  vessels  in  the  waters 
of  the  West  Indies.  Among  her  victims  was  the  schooner  Hanover,  of 
Boston.  This  department  has  reliable  information  that  the  Hanover,  in 
charge  of  a  prize  crew,  was  taken  to  Long  Cay,  (Fortune  Island,)  Bana- 
mas,  where  her  cargo  was  sold  without  any  previous  judicial  process, 
the  vessel  loaded  with  salt  and  dispatched  to  an  insurgent  port,  for  the 
purpose  of  ruDuing  the  blockade.  It  is  also  represented  tlutt  the  mag- 
istrates and  other  of&cers  at  Long  Gay  knew  that  the  Hanover  had  been 
captured  by  the  Betribution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  attention  of  the  proper  British 
authorities  be  invited  te  this  subject  in  order  that  if,  upon  investigation, 
the  facts  should  appear  to  be  as  above  represented,  the  reparation  which 
this  government  would  have  a  right  to  expect  may  be  granted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  c0o.,  d^Cj  &c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  7, 1803. 

Bnt :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
4th  instant  stating  that  you  have  been  informed  that  the  Ainerican 
schooner  Hanover,  of  Boston,  has  been  carried  as  a  prize  to  Long  Gay, 
Bahamas,  and  that  her  cargo  has  been  sold  there. 
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I  willy  without  loss  of  time,  send  copies  of  your  note  to  her  Mfgesty's 
goyemmenty  and  to  the  governor  of  the  Bahama  Islands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon«  WiLUAM  H.  Sewabd,  de.j  dCj  dso. 


Lard  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WABHiNGKroN,  June  13, 1863. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  4th  April  last,  and  to  my 
answer,  dated  the  7th  of  the  same  month,  I  have  the  hdnor  to  transmit 
to  you  copies  of  a  dispatch  from  the  governor  of  the  Bahama  Islands, 
and  its  inclosure,  respecting  the  circumstances  under  which  the  ship 
Hanover,  of  Boston,  visited  Long  Gay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WiTiLiAH  H.  Sewabd,  (0o.,  dtcy  do. 


Governor  Bayley  to  Lord  Lyons. 

OovEBimENT  House, 
Nassauj  BaMmaSy  June  6, 1863. 

My  Lobd  :  In  reply  to  your  lordship's  dispatch  of  April  30, 1  trans- 
mit a  report  received  from  Mr.  John  Burnside,  resident  magistrate  of 
Inagua,  (which  I  am  obliged  to  transmit  in  original,  because  I  have  no 
time  to  have  it  copied,  and  should  feel  obliged  to  your  lordship  to  have 
it  returned,)  respecting  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Hanover 
api>eared  at  Long  (not  Levy)  Cay. 

Whatever  her  character,  or  whoever  the  ostensible  master  may  have 
been,  I  am  convinced  that  no  suspicions  of  either  were  entertained  by 
any  officials  of  this  government  until  it  was  too  late  to  act  on  tiiiem. 

I  have  directed  fisher  inquiries  to  be  made. 
I  have,  &c., 

O.  BAYLEY,  Governor. 

Lobd  Lyons,  d^c,  dfo.,  dbe. 


Mr.  Burnside  to  ike  Hon.  Mr.  Nesbitt. 

Mathbwtown,  Inaguay  April  20, 1863. 

Sib  :  This  morning  I  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  of  March,  cov- 
ering Mr.  Jackson's  letter  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  relative  to  the 
Hanover. 

As  I  happened  to  be  at  Long  Cay  while  the  Hanover  was  there,  I  may, 
by  stating  what  came  under  my  own  observation,  furnish  such  informa- 
tion as  is  required,  without  waiting  for  the  inqui]^  which  his  excellency 
directs  me  to  institute  on  my  next  visit  to  that  ii^and,  which  will  be  in 
the  month  of  July. 

I  left  Long  Cay  to  go  the  rounds  of  my  district  a  few  days  previous  to 
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the  arrival  of  the  Hanover.  Chi  my  return  to  Long  Gay,  the  Hanover 
was  at  anchor  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  and  her  cargo  was  being 
transferred  to  the  schooner  Brothers,  owned  by  the  Messrs.  Farrington. 
I  made  inquiries  regarding  her,  and  I  received  the  following  informa- 
tion, which  was  the  current  report  of  the  town,  and  in  fact  tiie  person 
representing  himself  as  the  captain  of  the  Hanover  confirmed  it.-  He 
told  me  that  his  vessel  had  been  on  shore  at  Little  Inagua ;  that  he  had 
succeeded  in  getting  her  off  without  the  assistance  of  tiie  wreckers,  but 
finding  that  i^e  leaked  badly,  he  determined  to  take  her  to  Mathewtown; 
that  there  he  met  this  schooner  Brothers,  which  vessel  he  knew  to  have 
been  commanded  by  a  friend  and  countryman,  one  Poithiers ;  that  he 
immediately  sent  for  Captain  Poithiers,  but  tliat  another  person,  repre- 
senting himself  as  the  captain,  came  and  informed  him  of  the  deat^  of 
Captain  Poithiers.  The  then  captain  informed  him  that  the  Brothers 
was  still  owned  by  the  Messrs.  Farrington,  of  whom  he  had  heard  Captain 
Poithiers  speak  highly,  and  that  they  were  still  at  Long  Cay.  This  deter- 
mined him  to  proceed  to  Long  Cay.  But  fearing  that  he  might  require 
assistance  on  the  way.  he  asked  the  Brothers  to  accompany  him,  and 
that  after  arriving  at  Long  Cay  he  consigned  to  Mr.  Bichard  Farrington. 
He  reported  to  me  that  he  was  bound  from  Boston. to  a  port  on  Cuba,  or 
to  seek  a  market,  and  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  tlie  cargo  he  was 
instructed  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  salt  and  run  the  blockade ;  that  find- 
ing that  the  Hanover  was  not  injured,  he  had  determined  to  dispose  of 
as  much  of  his  cargo  at  Long  Cay  as  would  purchase  a  cargo  and  pay 
expenses,  and  that  the  balance  he  intended  to  ship  to  ITassau  in  the 
Brothers.  I  expressed  surprise  that  a  Boston  firm  would  engage  in  an 
illicit  trade  with  the  South,  and  he  replied  that  there  were  many  south- 
erners at  heart  in  Boston. 

I  had  my  doubts  as  to  the  vessel  having  been  on  shore  at  Inagua,  and 
I  mentioned  my  doubts  to  Mr.  Farrington.  I  told  him  that  I  was  under 
the  impression  that  in  the  cargo  there  might  be  articles  contraband  of 
war,  and  that  the  reported  disaster  was  but  a  ruse  to  prevent  the  Bos- 
ton merchant  being  tracked  in  li^assau  in  his  illicit  trade  with  the  South; 
but  I  found  out  afterwards,  on  inquiry  from  the  acting  tidewaiter,  that 
the  cargo  was  really  one  of  provisions. 

Mr.  Farrington  admitted  that  he  also  doubted  whether  the  Hanover 
had  been  on  shore,  but  inasmuch  as  the  captain  came  to  him  properly- 
documented,  he  did  not  see  any  impropriety  in  his  acting  as  the  captain's 
agent,  and  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  illegality  in  the  matter.  And 
I  must  here  add  that  I  am  under  the  impression  that  up  to  that  moment 
Mr.  Farrington  was  as  ignorant  of  the  real  facts  of  the  case  as  I  was.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  the  captain  was  a  perfect  stranger;  that  the 
register  and  articles  of  the  Hanover  were  produced,  I  believe,  at  the  col- 
lector's office,  but  I  know  that  he  had  the  ship's  clearance,  the  bills  of 
lading,  and  even  the  certificate  from  the  custom-house  in  Boston  that  the 
captain  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Union.  He  represented 
himself  as  Captain  Case,  and  signed  all  documents  as  Washington  Case, 
the  name  of  the  captain,  as  appearing  on  the  documents.  As  soon  as 
the  Brothers  was  loaded,  this  person  left  in  her  for  Nassau,  but  I  have 
been  since  informed  that  he  only  went  as  far  as  Bum  Cay,  wnere  he  was 
taken  off  by  the  Betribution. 

The  Hanover  remained  a  day  .or  two,  after  the  Brothers  had  left,  at 
Long  Cay,  under  the  charge  of  the  former  mate,  taking  in  a  cargo  of  salt; 
and  it  was  only  about  half  an  hour  previous  to  her  departure  that  I — 
and  I  am  under  the  impression  Mr.  Farrington  also — had  the  slightest 
misgiving  that  the  person  who  had  represented  himself  as  the  captain 
of  the  Hanover  was  not  Washington  Case.  One  of  the  sailors  of  the  Han- 
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over,  under  the  infiaeiice  of  liqnor,  referred  to  the  supposed  captain  in 
the  collector's  presence  by  some  other  name.  I  was  with  Mr.  Farring- 
ton  when  the  collector  mentioned  the  circumstance;  reference  was  imme- 
diately made  to  the  document,  and  the  difference  in  the  signatures  con- 
firmed what  the  collector  had  heard.  The  supposed  Captain  Case  had 
then  left  in  the  Broth^s,  and  no  action  could  have  been  taken,  even  if  I 
had  been  armed  witii  power;  but  even  then  we  were  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  name  had  been  assumed  in  the  custom-house  in  Boston  by 
some  other  person  to  facilitate  Captain  Case's  leaving  Boston,  supposing 
him  to  have  been  a  suspicious  person ;  and  it  was  only  after  1  IcdPt  Long 
Gay,  on  my  way  to  Inagua,  that  we  met  a  vessel  from  Inagna,  and  I 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sargent  informing  me  that  he  was  xmder  the 
impression  that  the  Hanover  was  a  prize  to  the  Betribution. 

These  are  the  facts  of  tiie  case,  so  far  as  came  to  my  knowledge. 

Since  I  have  been  made  aware  tiiat  the  Hanover  was  a  captured  ves- 
sel, I  have  wondered  why  the  real  Captain  Case  had  allowed  the  whole 
of  the  papers  of  his  vessel  to  fall  into  the  captor's  hands,  particularly  his 
certificate  of  allegiance.  That  surely  might  have  been  removed  firom  the 
ship's  papers,  if  not  destroyed. 

I  have  also  been  informed,  and  I  believe  correctly,  that  the  cargo  of 
the  Hanover  was  found  to  be  not  such  as  was  manifested  in  the  bills  of 
lading.  For  instance,  barrels  said  to  contain  pork  contained  fish.  Messr& 
O.  Begnourds  &  Co.  purchased  the  cargo,  and  may,  if  necessary,  be  ena- 
bled to  state  whether  such  was  the  case.  I  have  also  been  informed  that 
the  Hanover  was  insured  against  war  risks. 

I  have  heard  from  Long  Cay  that  the  Betribution,  subsequent  to  the 
affair  of  the  Hanover,  captured  an  American  brig  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Castle  Island,  the  Emily  Fisher,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar ;  that  the  com- 
mander of  the  Betribution  ordered  her  to  be  run  on  shore  near  Long  Cay ; 
and  that  subsequently  she  was  extricated  from  danger  by  the  wreckers, 
who  carried  her  to  Long  Cay,  where  salvage  was  awarded  to  the  wreck- 
ers, and  a  portion  of  the  cargo  sold  to  pay  3ie  salvage  and  expenses ;  and 
the  Emily  Fisher  then  proceeded  with  the  balance  of  her  cargo  to  New 
York. 

On  the  latter  occasion  the  Betribution  did  call  at  Long  Cay,  and  some 
of  her  ofQcers  had  communication  with  Mr.  Bichard  Farrington,  and  at 
that  time  the  supposed  Washington  Case  was  seen  on  board  of  the  Bet- 
ribution, but  I  do  not  know  in  what  capacity. 

This  is  aU  the  information  I  can  give,  and  I  desire  to  be  informed 
whether  I  shall  make  further  inquiries  when  I  visit  Long  Cay. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

T.  B.  BUBNSroE. 

Hon.  C.  B.  Nesbitt. 

P.  S. — ^I  return  Mr.  Jackson's  letter. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpabtment  of  State, 

Washingtony  June  17, 1863. 

Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
the  13th  instant,  and  inclosure,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Hanover. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witii  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobb  Lyons,  <£o.,  <£c.,  <£o. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lard  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washingtony  June  24, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  13th  instant,  accompanied  by  a  letter  to  you  from  Governor  Bay- 
ley,  at  Nassau,  and  by  a  report  to  him.  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Bumside,  relative 
to  the  case  of  the  schooner  Hanover,  oi  Boston,  captured  by  the  insur- 
gent privateer  Retribution,  and  taken  to  LongCay,  one  of  the  Bahamas. 

The  information  thus  communicated  is  acceptable  so  far  as  it  goes,  but 
is  not  deemed  altogether  conclusive.  There  still  remains  a  painful  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  this  government  whether  the  authorities  and  others  at 
Long  Cay  were,  as  Mr.  Bumside  thinks,  ignorant  that  the  Hanover  was 
a  prize  to  the  Eetribution. 

I  shall  be  happy  if  the  inquiry  shall  be  prosecuted  so  far  as  may  be 
necessary  to  show  that  the  undoubtedly  just  intentions  of  her  Majesty's 
government  have  been  strictly  observed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b6  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  LoBD  Lyons,  dbe,j  dkcy  &c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  June  30, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  24th  instant, 
requesting  that  further  inquiry  might  be  made  respecting  the  case  of 
the  Hanover.  I  will  lose  no  time  in  communicating  this  request  to  her 
Majesty's  government  and  to  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas  Islands.  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  tlie  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obe* 
dient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  A.  Sewabd,  &€.<,  &c.^  &c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  November  2, 1863. 

Sib:  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  4th  April  and  17th  and  24th 
June  last,  and  to  my  note  of  the  7th  April  and  13th  and  30th  J'une  last, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the 
governor  of  the  Bahamas  Islands  to  her  Mtyesty's  secretary  of  state  for 
the  colonial  department,  reporting  the  measures  taken  by  the  attorney 
general  of  the  colony  for  the  prosecution  of  Vernon  Locke,  a  man  charged 
with  having  been  concerned  in  the  fraud  practiced  on  the  authorities  at 
Long  Cay  with  regard  to  the  Hanover,  an  American  vessel  which  had 
been  captured  by  a  cruiser  sailing  under  the  so-called  confederate  flag. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  dcj  <£o.,  Ac. 
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Oovemor  Bdyley  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 

GOVEENMENT  HoUSE, 

NaseaUj  Bahamas^  August  22, 1863. 

Mt  Lord  Ditee:  In  reply  to  your  grace's  dispatch  IS^o.  395,  of  the 
22d  July,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  grace  the  following 
particulars  furnished  by  the  attorney  general  respecting  the  course  taken 
by  him  in  the  case  of  the  Hanover. 

The  attorney  general  says  that  in  May  last  he  received  certain  inform- 
ation which  pointed  to  one  Yemon  Locke  as  the  person  who  had  taken 
tJie  Hanover  into  Long  Gay,  and  who,  by  means  of  fraudulent  persona- 
tion and  representations,  procured  the  admission  of  that  vessel  to  entry 
at  the  revenue  office,  and  effected  the  sale  of  her  cargo  there. 

When  this  information  reached  the  attorney  general,  Vernon  Locke 
was  in  Nassau.  That  officer  apprises  me  that  he  then  caused  Locke  to 
be  arrested,  and  a  preliminary  examination  to  be  taken  before  the  acting 
police  magistrate.  This  examination  was  not  concluded  in  time  to  bring 
the  case  to  trial  during  the  session  of  the  criminal  court  which  ha8 
recently  terminated.  It  has  since  been  brought  to  a  close,  and  the 
offense  being  a  bailable  one,  the  police  magistrate  has  taken  bail  for  the 
appearance  of  the  accused  at  the  general  court  in  October  next,  but  as 
the  informations  have  not  been  returned  to  the  attorney  general's  office, 
that  gentleman  is  unable  to  state  the  amount  of  the  bail  exacted. 
I  have,  &c., 

G.  J.  BAYLEY,  Governor. 

Duke  of  STewgastle,  c0c.,  c0c.,  d^c. 

P.  S. — ^I  have  since  learned  that  Locke  has  given  bail  himself  in  j&200, 
and  two  sni^ties  in  J&IOO  each. 

G.  ti.  B. 


Mr,  Seward  to  lord  Lyons, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington^  November  10, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  2d  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  governor  of 
the  Bahama  Islands  to  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  the  colonial 
department,  reporting  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  schooner  Han- 
over^ of  Boston,  captured  by  the  insurgent  privateer  Betribution,  and 
taken  to  Long  Gay.  one  of  the  Bahamas. 

The  bail  required  in  the  case  seems  surprisingly  small  and  insignifi- 
cant. This  government,  however,  trusts  that  the  prosecution  will  be 
conducted  to  a  result  which  will  vindicate  the  justice  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment. ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABB. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  c£c.,  <£c.,  &c 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  1278.]  Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington^  February  25^  1865. 

Sra:  Yon  may  well  be  weary  of  the  task  of  presenting  complaints  to 
her  Majesty's  government,  as  the  ministry  is  of  receiving  them.  Never- 
theless, the  rights  of  the  United  St-ates  and  their  dignity  must  be  main- 
tained, nor  can  the  just  sensibilities  of  the  people  be  wisely  treated  witk 
neglect. 

I  give  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  Thomas  Kirk- 
patrick,  esq.,  United  States  consul  at  Nassau,  and  his  excellency  the 
governor  of  that  province,  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  bring  the 
case  which  it  presents  to  the  notice  of  Earl  Russell. 

One  of  the  United  States  steamships  of  war,  the  San  Jacinto,  was 
wrecked  upon  a  desolate  cay  of  the  Bahamas,  and  her  officers  and  crew^. 
excx3pt  such  of  the  latter  as  deserted  their  flag  and  found  shelter  in  the 
port  of  Nassau,  provided  for  themselves  as  well  as  they  could  until  reliei  • 
was  sent  them  from  the  United  States.  The  wreckers  recovered  irom  the  ill- 
fated  vessel  certain  movables,  and  presented  their  claims  for  salvage.  • 
They  required,  as  they  lawfully  might,  coin  in  payment  of  that  salvage. 
Nassau  was  considered  the  most  convenient  port  for  procuriug  it.  Tha 
Hondiuras  proceeded  thither  to  procure  the  coin.  The  United  States 
consul,  in  compliance  with  the  requirement  of  the  Queen's  proclama* 
tion,  asked  permission  for  her  to  enter.  The  governor  denied  permi»- 
sion,  declaring  that  the  proclamation  forbade  the  entrance  of  United 
States  ships  of  war,  except  in  cases  of  grave  emergency  and  of  real 
necessity  and  distress. 

It  is  tiue  that  the  Honduras  herself  was  not  in  distress,  but  she  was  on  an 
errand  consequent  upon  a  case  of  actual  distress,  and  to  make  to  British^ 
subjects  the  remuneration  due  to  them  for  the  practice  of  humanity  in 
that  case  of  distress.  Not  only  was  the  permission  reiused,  but  the  gov- 
ernor, with  manifest  want  of  kindness  and  of  consideration  to  the  United 
States,  broke  out  into  remonstrances  with  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  for  having  landed  upon  the  colonial  shore  on  the  occasion. 

Earl  Bussell  knows  human  nature  too  well  to  be  surprised  when  1 
state  that  the  Naval  Department  has  brought  this  severity  of  the  gov- 
ernor toward  the  United  States  agents  into  contrast  with  the  treatment 
accorded  to  rebels  against  the  United  States,  engaged  in  trade  at  the ' 
Bahamas,  in  violation  of  the  Queen's  proclamation.  There  was  no  day,, 
during  the  month  in  which  this  incident  hapi)ened,  that  thirty-flve 
blockade-runners  were  not  seen  flaunting  their  contraband  flags  in  the 
port  of  Nassau,  nor  has  the  hospitality  of  that  port  been  restricted  to 
contraband  merchant  vessels.  The  Ohameleon,  formerly  the  Tallahas- 
see, a  Liverpool  pirate,  was  lying  at  that  very  time  in  the  port,  relieved 
indeed  of  her  guns,  as  well  as  of  her  inramous  name,  but  yet  still  possessing 
attributes  of  a  pirate.  Only  a  few  days  earlier  the  Laurel,  a  merchant 
vessel  then  in  the  very  process  of  being  converted  into  a  pirate,  under 
her  new  baptismal  name  of  the  Confederate  States,  was  harbored  in 
that  very  port,  after  having  carried  from  Liverpool  to  the  Sea  King  the 
armament,  upon  receiving  which  she  become  the  pirate  ship  Shen- 
andoah. Nor  is  it  forgotten  that  the  Oreto  found  shelter  in  Nassau 
when  undergoing  a  sea  change  into  a  pirate  ship  of  war,  under  the  name 
of  Florida. 

I  desire  it  to  be  understood  that  this  government  does  not  adopt  this 
painful  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  of  Nassau,  nor  does  it . 
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believe  that  her  Majesty's  ministers  would  have  authorized  or  justified 
the  illiberal  proceeding  of  the  governor  in  the  case  of  the  Honduras. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  believed  that  the  case  in  question  was  unforeseen 
when  the  regulations  under  which  the  governor  is  acting  were  made. 
Nevertheless,  these  reservations  can  neither  be  known  nor  felt  by  the 
nation  whose  sensibilities  have  been  wounded  in  these  transactions. 

•It  ought  to  be  unnecessary  to  expostulate  in  our  communications  with 
the  enlightened  government  of  Great  Britain  upon  the  evil  fruits  of 
petty  irritations  on  border  lines  and  in  colonial  ports.  The  unhappy 
state  of  things  that  has  arisen  in  Canada  is  quite  enough  of  experience 
of  that  sort  for  the  instruction  of  both  nations.  Just  now  such  vBxa> 
tious  incidents  in  the  British  West  Indies  are  of  sjiecial  importance. 
Only  one  considerable  seaport  town  in  the  region  of  the  insurrection 
remains  in  rebel  possession ;  all  the  rest  of  the  ports  have  been  wrested 
from  them,  and  that  one,  as  well  as  every  inferior  harbor,  is  hermeti- 
cally sealed  against  foreign  commerce  by  blockade.  The  occasion  for 
which  the  British  policy  of  recognizing  the  insurgents  as  a  naval 
belligerent  was  adopted  has  passed  away,  and  it  even  now  operates 
only  to  favor  the  piratical  vessels  of  the  Mersey  and  the  Clyde,  whose 
business,  like  that  of  the  Canadian  raiders,  it  is  to  make,  if  possible, 
an  incurable  breach  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  I 
pray  Earl  Bussell  to  consider  seriously  whether  the  time  has  not  come 
for  a  revision  of  the  maritime  policy  of  Great  Britain  toward  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  <£o.,  dte. 

I  [For  inclosures  see  dispatch  No.  926  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
date4  April  13, 1865,  post] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

1^0.  926.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londofty  April  13,  1865. 

Sib  :  Under  the  directions  contained  in  your  No.  1278,  of  the  25th  of 
February,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  on  the  15th  of  March,  on 
the  subject  of  the  visit  to  Nassau  of  the  United  States  steamer  Hon- 
duras, a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  His  lordship  has  replied 
to  the  separate  points  in  two  notes  of  the  same  date,  the  5th  of  April, 
copies  of  which  are  also  sent. 

I  have  the  honor  t'O  be,  sir,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  15, 1865. 

My  Lobd  :  It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  find  it  my  duty  to  lay  before 
your  lordship  copies  of  papers  herewith  transmitted. 
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It  appears  that  some  time  since  one  of  the  United  States  steamships 
of  war,  the  San  Jacinto,  was  wrecked  npon  a  desolate  cay  of  the  Baha- 
mas. Her  officers  and  crew  found  shelter  at  Nassan  until  relief  could  be 
obtained  from  the  United  States.  The  wreckers,  who  had  recovered  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  movables  of  the  vessel,  presented  their  claim  foir 
salvage,  the  payment  of  which  they  required  in  coin.  ^N'a^sau  being 
considei  ed  as  the  most  convenient  point  for  settling  this  claim,  the  steamer 
Honduras  proceeded  thither  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  coin  with 
which  to  adjust  the  transai^tion.  The  consul  of  the  United  States,  in 
compliamce  with  the  terms  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  solicited  per- 
mission for  her  to  enter.  That  permission  was  at  once  reftised  by  thfe 
governor,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  a  case  within  the  exceptions 
provided  by  the  proclamation.  It  is  true  that  the  Honduras  was  not  in 
distress,  but  she  was  bound  on  an  errand  made  necessary  by  a  case  of 
distress,  and  one  which  was  to  remunerate  British  subjects  for  service^ 
rendered  in  that  distress.  Not  only  was  this  consideration  utterly 
neglected  by  the  governor,  but  in  a  spirit  certainly  not  often  manifested 
during  this  war.  He  brolce  out  into  remonstrances  with  the  officers  of 
the  United  States  for  having  themselves  landed  in  a  boat  upon  the 
shore. 

I  shall  not  seek  to  dwell  on  the  painfiil  impression  this  proceeding 
has  made  in  the  naval  department  oi  the  United  States,  which  at  the 
same  time  had  but  too  much  reason  to  be  cognizant  of  the  abuse  made 
of  that  port  by  persons  practically  engaged  in  hostilities  in  violation  of 
her  Majesty's  proclamation. 

There  was  no  single  day  during  the  month  in  which  this  incident  hap- 
pened that  thirty-five  vessels  engaged  in  breaking  thel)lockade  were  not 
to  be  seen  flaimting  their  contraband  flags  in  that  i)ort  Neither  has  its 
hospitality  been  restricted  to  that  hybrid  class  of  British  ships  running 
its  illegal  ventures  on  joint  account  with  the  insurgent  authorities  in  the 
United  States.  The  Chameleon,  not  inaptly  named,  but  before  known 
as  the  Tallahassee,  and  still  earlier  a«  a  British  steamer  fitted  out  from 
London  to  play  the  part  of  a  privateer,  out  of  Wilmington,  was  lying 
at  that  very  time  in  Nassau,  relieved  indeed  of  he^r  guns,  but  still  retain- 
ing all  the  attributes  of  her  hostile  occupation.  But  a  few  days  earlier 
the  steamer  Laurel,  whose  history  is  already  too  well  known  to  your 
lordship,  by  my  note  of  the  7th  instant,  had  reappeared  after  its  assump- 
tion of  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States^  and  had  there  been  not  only 
received,  but  commissioned  with  a  post  mad  to  a  port  of  her  Majesty's 
kingdom. 

Neither  is  it  overlooked  that  Nassau  was  the  point  at  which  the  Oreto 
found  shelter  when  undergoing  a  sea  change  which  converted  her  into  a 
vessel  to  prey  upon  the  uni'esisting  commerce  of  the  i>eople  of  the  United 
States.  I  am  instructed  to  explain  to  your  lordship  that  my  government 
does  not  intend  to  be  understood  as  adopting  this  painful  view  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  governor  of  New  Providence.  Neither  is  it  disposed  to 
believe  that  her  Majesty's  ministers  would  have  authorized  this  illiberal 
proceeding  in  the  case  of  the  Honduras.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  thought 
that  this  could  hardly  have  been  foreseen  when  the  regulations  imder 
which  the  governor  is  acting  were  made.  Nevertheless,  it  must  equally 
be  affirmed  that  these  reservations  cannot  be  known  or  lelt  by  the  nation 
whose  sensibilities  are  naturally  wounded  in  these  transactions. 

With  a  government  so  enlightened  as  that  of  Great  Britain  I  cannot  but 
regard  it  as  superfluous  to  deal  in  further  expostulations  with  your 
lordship  npon  the  evil  fruits  of  petty  irritations  on  border  lines  and  in 
colonial  ports. 
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The  unhappy  Btate  of  things  on  the  Canadian  border  has  famished 
Jboo  unpleasant  an  experience  of  that  sort  for  the  iustructioD  of  both 
jiations.  Just  at  this  time  vexatious  incidents  in  her  Msyesty's  West 
Indian  ports  are  of  more  than  usual  importance.  But  a  single  consid- 
erable seaport  town  in  the  whole  region  of  insurrection  remains  in  the 
|>ossession  of  the  insurgents.  That  one,  as  well  as  every  inferior  harbor, 
IS  hermetically  sealed  by  blockade.  Every  movement  hereafter  attempted 
on  the  ocean  by  the  insurgents  can  be  carried  on  only  by  illegal  acts  of 
equipment  in  the  ports  of  nations  with  which  the  United  States  are 
.bound  in  treaties  of  peace  and  amity.  There  can  be  no  such  thing  as  a 
4)elligerent  vessel  of  the  insurgents  on  the  high  seas  which  is  not  the 
of&pring  of  fraud  or  of  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  foreign  powers. 

I  am.  therefore,  instructed  to  suggest  to  your  lordship  the  considera- 
tion, wnether  the  further  rtiicognitiou  of  this  right  does  not  simply  operate 
i/o  favor  the  machinations  of  these  unscrupulous  enemies  of  both  coun- 
^es,  whose  business  it  is,  by  fitting  out  ships  and  eulistiug  men  from 
>the  Mersey  and  the  Clyde  to  carry  on  war  against  the  United  States, 
jto  make,  if  possible,  an  incurable  breach  between  the  two  countries. 
I  have,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  d^c,  d^c,  die. 


[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Kirkpatriek  to  Governor  Baw9on. 

United  States  Consxtlate, 

NoMaUj  K  P.,  January  30, 1865. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  article 
ui  the  Charleston  Mercury  of  the  24th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  steamer 
Rattlesnake,  now  in  this  harbor,  and  which  is  expected  to  leave  for  some 
port  unknown  to  me  to-morrow  morning,  the  Tallahassee  being  aJso 
here,  and  to  ask  of  your  excellency  to  cause  an  investigation  to  1^  had 
in  regard  to  their  character  and  purposes.  T^^ill  your  excellency  please 
to  return  the  paper  when  examined,  as  it  does  not  belong  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  KIRKPATRICK. 

His  Excellency  Rawson  W.  Rawson,  C.  B., 

Oovemor  of  the  Bahamas. 


[luclosore  No.  2.] 

I  Mr.  Nesbet  [to  Mr.  KirJcpatrick. 

Colonlal  Seceetart's  Office, 

Nassauj  January  31, 1865. 

SiB:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  yesterday,  iaclosing  a  newspaper  referring  to  the  character 
of  the  steamer  Rattlesnake^  which  has  recently  entered  this  harbor,  and 
to  inform  you  that  there  is  nothing  in  your  letter  or  its  inclosure  which 
appears  to  his  excellency  to  create  a  suspicion  against  it  greater  than 
that  which  attaches  to  every  vessel  of  the  same  class  witii  which  this 
harbor  is  filled,  or  to  call  for  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  government 
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beyond  tliat  of  vigilance,  which  is  already  exercised  with  regard  to  all 
vessels  engaged  in  trade  with  the  southern. States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

O.  E.  ]!^SBET, 
CoUmial  /Secretary. 
Thomas  E^irkpateick,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Ifassau. 


[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick  to  Governor  Rawson. 

United  States  Consulate, 

NassaUy  January  31,  1865. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  your  excellency's  permission  for  the 
United  States  ship  of  war  Honduras,  Captain  Harris,  to  anchor  in  the 
harbor  to  transact  some  business  with  this  consiUate  in  regard  to  pay- 
ment of  salvage  to  the  wreckers  of  the  United  States  ship  San  Jacinto^ 
lately  wrecked. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  KIRKPATRICK. 
His  Excellency  Rawson  W.  Rawson,  0.  B., 

Governor  of  Bakamas. 


[Inclosnre  No.  4.] 

Mr,  Kesbet  to  Mr.  KirJcpatriok. 

Colonial  Seobetabt's  Office, 

Ifasiau^  January  31, 1805. 

SiB:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  this  date,  and,  in  reply,  to  express  his  excellency's  regret 
that  he  is  restricted  from  granting  the  leave  requested  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States  ship  of  war  Honduras  to  anchor  in  this  harbor  to  transact 
some  business  with  this  consulate  in  regard  to  payment  of  salvage  to 
the  wreckers  of  the  United  States  ship  San  Jacinto^  lately  wrecked, 
except  "  in  cases  of  grave  emergency,  and  of  real  necessity  and  distress ;'' 
and  his  excellency  requests  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  conveying  this 
reply  to  the  commander  of  the  Honduras. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

0.  R.  NESBET, 

OoUmial  Secretary. 
Thomas  Kibkpatbige,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Nq^sau^  JT.  P. 


[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

« 

Mr.  Neshet  to  Mr.  KirkpatricJc. 

Colonial  Seobetabt's  Office, 

Nassau^  February  2, 1865. 

Sib:  The  governor  has  received  a  report  from  the  health  officer,  dated 
yesterday,  notifying  that  "  the  passengers,  officers,  &c.,  from  an  Ameri- 
can steamer,  then  in  the  offing,  were  on  shore,  having  landed  without  his 
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being  able  to  visit  the  vessel.'^  His  excellency  presumes  that  this  has 
reference  to  the  United  States  steamer  Honduras,  regarding  which  yon 
communicated  with  him  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3lBt  ultimo.  He  has 
therefore  directed  me  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
inform  him  of  the  circumstances  under  which  a  boat,  or  boats,  landed 
from  the  steamer  in  question,  in  breach  of  the  quarantine  regulations, 
and  under  which  the  Honduras  remained  off  the  mouth  of  this  harbor 
until  a  late  hour  of  yesterday,  after  the  communications,  both  written 
and  oral,  which  his  excellency  made  to  you  and  to  her  commander  on  the 
preceding  afternoon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  NESBET, 
Colonial  Secretary, 
Thomas  Kirspatrice:,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Nassau, 


» 

[Inclosoie  No.  6.] 

Mr.  KirJcpatrich  to  Mr,  Nesbet 

United  States  Consulate, 

NassaUj  February  3,  1365. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  yesterday, 
informing  me  that  the  governor  has  received  a  report  from  the  health 
officer,  dated  yesterday,  1st  instant,  notifying  that  "the  passengers,  offi- 
cers^ &c.,  from  an  American  steamer,  then  in  the  offing,  were  on  shore, 
having  landed  without  his  being  able  to  visit  the  vessel;"  and  you  add, 
"that  his  excellency  presumes  that  this  has  reference  to  the  United 
States  steamer  Honduras,  regarding  which  you  (I)  communicated  with 
him  on  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  ultimo,"  and  ask  me  to  inform  his 
excellency  the  governor  of  the  circumstances,  &c.  All  I  know  of  the 
matter  is  briefly  this :  that  after  the  interview  had  with  his  excellency 
on  the  afternoon  in  question.  Captain  Harris  left  for  his  ship,  and  sue* 
ceeded  in  reaching  her,  then  in  the  offing,  and  after  reaching  her,  stood 
out  to  sea;  that  on  the  next  morning  himself  and  two  other  officers,  as 
I  understood,  although  only  himself  and  one  other  were  in  my  office, 
and  did  some  business,  leaving  some  dispatches  which  had  been  in- 
trusted to  him  to  be  forwarded  by  mail,  and,  I  believe,  x^urchased  some 
small  stores,  (this  is  only  known  to  me  by  their  statements,)  and  imme- 
diately after  left  for  the  ship.  I  am  very  positive,  if  the  health  officer 
means  the  officers,  &c.,  of  the  Honduras,  that  there  was  no  intention  on 
their  part,  or  knowledge,  that  they  were  violating  any  law  of  this  colony, 
and  can  only  add  my  personal  regrets  it  should  have  occurred. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  KIEKPATRICK. 

Hon.  Charles  E.  Nesbet, 

Colonial  Secretary  of  Bahamas. 


[I^cloBuie  No.  7.] 

« 

Mr.  Nesbet  to  Mr.  Eirkpatrick. 

CoLOjjiAL  Secretary's  Office, 

Ka^aUj  February  4, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instant,  stating  the  circumstances  under  which  boats  and  officers  from 
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the  United  States  steamer  Honduras  twice  landed  from  that  ship,  in  dis- 
regard, in  both  instances,  of  the  quarantine  regulations  of  this  harbor, 
and  in  opposition,  on  the  second  occasion,  to  her  Majesty's  orders  and 
directions,  laid  down  for  the  guidance  of  ships  of  war  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  intimations  conveyed  to  yourself  and  Captain 
Harris  that  his  excellency  could  not  grant  his  permission  to  enter  the 
harbor. 

Captain  Harris  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the  regulations  exist- 
ing in  this  and  most  other  civilized  countries,  which  prohibit  persons 
from  leaving  a  vessel  arriving  at  a  port,  until  it  shall  have  been  boarded 
and  permission  granted  by  the  competent  officer.  The  proper  course  for 
obtaining  this  is  known  to  every  naval  officer.  It  is  presumed  that,  as 
consul,  you  must  be  familiar  with  the  local  law  on  the  subject,  and  that 
you  must  have  informed  Captain  Harris  that  he  was  acting  in  contra- 
vention of  the  law. 

Captain  Harris  must  have  been  aware  that  United  Statues  ships  are 
forbidden  to  enter  the  ports  or  waters  of  any  place  in  her  Majesty's  do- 
minions, except  under  stress  of  weather,  or  some  other  extraordinary 
circumstances;  and,  in  the  latter  case,  only  after  having  received  per- 
mission to  do  so.  Such  permission  was  given  to  the  United  States  steamer 
Honduras  to  enter  the  waters  of  Abaco,  for  the  purpose  of  lending  assist- 
ance to  the  wrecked  ship  of  war  San  Jacinto,  but  her  commander  was 
informed  that  the  governor  was  restricted  from  giving  it  to  her  to  enter 
those  of  this  island,  even  in  the  interest  of  inhabitants  of  this  colony. 

It  is  true  that  the  governor  only  denied  his  permission  to  anchor ;  but 
you  must  be  aware,  and  Captain  Harris  must  be  aware,  that  both  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  Queen's  pr(5clamation,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
communication  with  his  excellency  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  which 
he  first  landed,  prohibited  his  further  communication  with  the  shore,  as 
much  as  his  anchoring  in  British  waters.  Captain  Harris  must  also 
have  known  that  the  toking  in  of  stores  of  any  kind  without  the  gov- 
ernor's permission  was  contrary  to  her  Mt^jesty's  orders  and  directions, 
which  are  framed  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  ships  of  war  of  both 
belligerent  parties  in  the  neighboring  continent  from  entering  British 
waters  or  communicating  with  the  shore,  under  any  circumstances,  ex- 
cept in  such  stress  of  weather,  or  such  other  difficulty,  as  might  endan- 
ger the  safety  of  the  ship. 

His  excellency  very  much  regrets  this  occurrence.  As  an  act  of  cour- 
tesy he  abstained  from  requesting  Captain  Harris  at  once  to  leave  the 
shore,  and  to  remove  his  ship  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbor;  but  if  he 
could  have  anticipated  that  Captain  Harris  would  have  come  on  shore 
again,  and  that  his  ship  would  have  remained  off  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bor until  a  late  hour  on  the  following  day,  it  would  have  been  his  duty, 
however  distasteful  the  necessity,  to  have  made  this  request  direct  to 
that  officer. 

His  excellency  hopes  that  you  will  spare  him  the  necessity,  on  any 
similar  occasion,  by  cautioning  the  commanders  of  all  United  States 
ships  of  war  entering  these  waters,  and  that  you  will  exert  your  influ- 
ence to  prevent  any  infringement  of  the  Queen's  territorial  rights  by 
ships  and  subjects  of  the  United  States.  The  govemor  has  already 
evinced  his  desire  to  use  every  endeavor  to  prevent  such  infringements 
by  the  belligerents  on  the  other  side,  or  by  parties  interested  in  their 
cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  NESBET,  Colonial  Secretary. 

Thomas  Kirkpatbick,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul^  Nassau. 
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[Inclosure  No.  8.] 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick  to  Mr.  Nesbet. 

United  States  Consulate, 

NassaUj  February  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  afternoon  j'our  commani- 
cation  of  the  4th  instant.  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  any  discussion 
whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  a  violation  of  her  Miyesty's  proclamation  for 
a  boat  to  land  from  a  ship  belonging  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  ci'uising  in  the  offing,  or  whether  it  was  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  this  colony  regarding  quarantine  regulations ;  nor  will  I  discuss  why 
vessels  belonging  to  other  governments  have  been  permitted  to  enter 
the  harbor,  or  land,  without  let  or  hindrance,  or  complaint,  as  far  as  I 
am  aware;  but  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  am  surprised  at  the 
tone  of  your  letter,  insisting  that  Captain  Harris  was  aware  of  his  com- 
mitting a  violation  of  these  laws,  when  taken  in  connection  with  the 
conversation  had  with  his  excellency  the  governor  the  afternoon  when 
Captain  Harris  and  myself  had  the  honor  to  converse  with  him  in  regard 
to  his  (Captain  Harris's)  errand  to  l^Tassau,  and  the  reasons  for  desiring  to 
anchor  inside  the  bar.  f  shall  give  the  details  of  that  conversation,  and 
all  the  facts  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  subject,  to  the 
Department  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  leave  future 
discussion  regarding  it  where  it  more  properly  belongs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  KIRKPATRTCK. 

Hon.  Charles  R.  Kesbet, 

Colonial  Secretary  of  Bahamas, 


Sari  Buasell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  5, 1865. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  of  March,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  to  you  that  it  has  been  the  endeavor  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  carry  into  effect  with  fairness  and  impartiality  the  duties  of  neutrality 
between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  those  parties  who 
had  risen  in  arms  against  their  authority.  Kassan  is  a  position  from 
which,  on  the  one  hand,  confederate  privateers  might  have  greatly 
annoyed  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  which^  on  the  other 
hand,  might  have  been  a  convenient  base  of  operations  for  the  United 
States  navy. 

It  was  thought  right,  therefore,  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  forbid 
the  resort  of  men-of-war  of  either  of  the  two  pfurties  to  the  x>ort  of 
Nassau. 

I  send  you  a  printed  copy  of  the  orders  issued  to  this  effect  on  the 
31st  of  January,  1862. 

Governor  liawson,  who  has  been  exceedingly  strict  in  compelling  the 
confederate  vessels  to  comply  with  the  rules  which  he  was  ordered  to 
enforce,  has  no  doubt  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  require  equal  com- 
pliance with  those  rules  from  the  United  States  vessels  of  war.  Her 
Majesty-s  government,  if  the  case  had  been  referred  to  them,  might,  in 
all  probabUity,  have  dispensed  with  the  observance  of  these  rules  in  the 
peculiar  case  of  the  Honduras ;  but  her  Msyesty's  government  cannot  be 
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surprised  that  an  inferior  officer  should  not  have  conceived  himself  at 
liberty,  upon  his  own  responsibility,  to  dispense  with  rules  laid  down  by 
her  Majesty  for  his  g^dance.  I  have  to  observe,  moreover,  that  the 
landing  of  the  captain  of  the  Honduras  and  his  officers  was  persisted  in 
not  only  in  contraversion  of  the  express  dissent  of  the  governor  and  in 
violation  of  the  rules  which  the  governor  had .  been  ordered  to  cause  to 
be  observed,  but  in  contravention  also  of  the  quarantine  laws  of  the 
colony.  This  is  a  proceeding  which  Mr.  Seward.  I  conceive,  will  surely 
not  consider  to  have  been  justifiable. 

You  are  perfectly  aware  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  law  of  nations 
which  forbids  the  attempt  of  neutral  ship-owners  or  commanders  to 
evade  the  blockade,  taking,  thereby,  upon  themselves  the  risk  of  cap- 
ture and  condemnation. 

British  merchants  have  made  use  of  this  chance  of  profit,  and  have 
submitted  to  the  capture  aud'condemnation  with  which  such  chance  is 
liable  to  be  accompanied. 

American  merchants,  when  neutrals,  have  availed  themselves  of  sim- 
ilar chances  of  profit,  attended  with  similar  risk.  With  respect  to  the 
latter  part  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo,  suggesting  that  certain 
consequences  ought  to  arise  firom  the  present  altered  position  of  the  sea- 
ports of  the  Confederate  States,  I  can  only  say  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment will  feel  bound  to  continue,  as  they  have  heretofore  done,  to 
prevent,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  the  violation  of  her  Majesty's 
rights  and  of  her  Mcyesty's  declared  neutrality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUS8ELL. 

Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  4&e.j  &c.j  &c. 


[Extract  from  the  liondon  Gaacette  of  the  Slst  Jonnaiy,  18G2.] 

Oopy  of  a  letter  from  Earl  Bus$ell  to  her  lords  commissioners  of  tlie  ad- 
miralty 

FoEEiGN  Office,  January  31, 1862. 

My  Lobds  :  Her  Majesty,  being  fully  determined  to  observe  the  duties 
of  neutrality  during  the  existing  hostilities  between  the  United  States 
and  the  States  calling  themselves  the  ''  Confederate  States  of  America,'^ 
and  being,  moreover,  resolved  to  prevent,  as  £Eur  as  possible,  the  use  of 
her  Majesty's  harbors,  ports,  and  ootMSts,  and  the  waters  within  her 
Majesty's  territorial  jurisdiction,  in  aid  of  the  warlike  purposes  of  either 
belligerent,  has  commanded  me  to  communicate  to  your  lordships,  for 
your  guidance,  the  following  rules,  which  are  to  be  treated  and  enforced 
as  her  Msyesty's  orders  and  directions. 

Her  M^esty  is  pleased  farther  to  command  that  these  rules  shall  be 
put  in  force  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Channel  Islands  on  and 
after  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  February  next,  and  in  her  Majesty^s  ter- 
ritories and  possessions  beyond  the  seas,  six  days  after  the  day  when  the 
governor  or  other  chief  authority  of  each  of  such  territories  or  posses- 
sions, respectively,  shall  have  notified  and  published  the  same,  stating 
in  such  notification  that  the  said  rules  are  to  be  obeyed  by  all  persons 
within  the  same  territories  and  possessions. 

I.  During  the  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  between  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  the  States  calling 
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themselves  "the  Confederate  States  of  America,"  or  until  her  Majesty 
shall  otherwise  order,  no  ship  of  war  or  privateer  belonging  to  either  of 
the  belligerents  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  or  remain  in  the  port  of 
Nassau,  or  in  any  other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  of  the  Bahama  Islands, 
except  by  special  leave  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  Bahama  Islands, 
or  in  case  of  stress  of  weather.  If  any  such  vessel  should  ent-er  any 
such  port,  roadstead^  or  waters,  by  special  leave  or  under  stress  of 
weather,  the  authorities  of  the  place  shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea  as 
soon  as  possible,  without  permitting  her  to  take  in  any  supplies,  beyond 
what  may  be  necessary  for  her  immediate  use. 

If,  at  the  time  when  this  order  is  first  notified  in  the  BahaYna  Islands, 
there  shall  be  any  such  vessel  already  within  any  port,  roadstead,  or 
waters  of  those  islands,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  give  notice  to  such 
vessel  to  depart,  and  shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea,  within  such  time  as 
he  shall,  under  the  circumstances,  consider  proper  and  reasonable.  If 
there  shall  then  be  ships  of  war  or  privateer  belonging  to  both  the  said 
belligerents  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Ms^esty,  in  or  near 
the  same  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  fix  the 
order  of  time  in  which  such  vessels  shall  depart.  No  such  vessel  of 
either  belligerent  shall  be  i)ermitted  to  put  to  sea  until  after  the  expira- 
tion of  at  least  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  when  the  last  preceding 
vessel  of  the  other  belligerent,  (whether  the  same  be  a  ship  of  war,  or 
privateer,  or  merchant  ship,)  which  shall  have  left  the  same  port,  road- 
stead, or  waters,  or  waters  adjacent  thereto,  shall  have  passed  beyond 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty. 

II.  During  the  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  between  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  the  States  calling 
themselves  ^Hhe  Confederate  States  of  America,"  all  ships  of  war  and 
privateers  of  either  belligerent  are  prohibited  from  making  use  of  any 
port  or  roadstead  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
or  in  tlie  Channel  Islands,  or  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  or  foreign 
possessions  or  dependencies,  or  of  any  waters  subject  to  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  the  British  Crown,  as  a  station  or  place  of  resort  for  any 
warlike  purpose  or  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  any  facilities  of  warlike 
equipment ;  and  no  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  either  belligerent  shall 
hereafter  be  permitted  to  sail  out  or  leave  any  port,  roadstet^,  or  waters 
subject  to  British  jurisdiction,  from  which  any  vessel  of  the  other  belli- 
gerent (whether  the  same  shall  be  a  ship  of  war,  a  privateer,  or  a  mer- 
chant ship)  shall  have  previously  departed,  until  after  the  expiration  of 
at  least  twenty  four  hours  from  the  departure  of  such  last-mentioned 
vessel  beyond  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty. 

III.  If  any  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  either  belligerent  shall^  after 
the  time  when  this  order  shall  be  first  notified  and  put  in  force  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  in  the  Channel  Islands,  and  in  the  several  colonies 
and  foreign  possessions  and  dependencies  of  her  Majesty,  respectively, 
enter  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  either  in 
the  United  Kingdom  or  in  the  Channel  Islands,  or  in  any  of  her  Majesty's 
colonies  or  foreign  possessions  or  dei)endencies,  such  vessel  shall  be 
required  to  depart  and  to  put  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hours  after  her 
entrance  into  such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  except  in  case  of  stress  of 
weather  or  of  her  requiring  provisions  or  things  necessary  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  her  crew,  or  repairs ;  in  either  of  which  («ises,  the  authorities  of  the 
port,  or  of  the  nearest  port,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  shall  require  her  to  ]>nt 
to  sea  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  expiration  of  such  period  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  without  permitting  her  to  take  in  supplies  beyond  what  may  be 
necessary  for  immediate  use;  and  no  such  vessel,  which  may  have  been 
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allowed  to  remain  within  British  waters  for  the  purpose  of  repair,  shall 
continue  in  any  such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  lor  a  longer  period  tlian 
twenty-four  hours  after  her  necessary  repairs  shall  have  been  completed: 
provided,  nevertheless,  that  in  all  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  any  ves- 
sels (whether  ships  of  war,  privateers,  or  merchant  ships)  of  botli  the 
said  belligerent  parties  in  the  same  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  within 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  there  shall  be  an  interval  of 
not  less  than  twenty-four  hours  between  the  departure  therefrom  of  any 
such  vessel  (whether  a  ship  of  war,  a  privat^^r,  or  a  merchant  «hi]»  of 
the  one  belligei^ent,  and  the  subsequent  departure  theretrom  of  any 
ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  the  other  belligerent ;  and  the  times  hereby 
limited  for  the  departure  of  such  ships  of  war  and  privateers,  respec- 
tively, shall  always,  in  case  of  necessity,  be  extended,  so  far  as  may  be 
requisite  for  giving  effect  to  this  proviso,  but  not  further  or  otherwise. ' 
IV.  Xo  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  either  belligerent  shall  hereafter 
be  permitted,  while  in  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to  the  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  to  take  in  any  supplies,  except  pro- 
visions and  such  other  things  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  subsistence  of 
her  crew,  and  except  so  much  coal  only  as  may  be  sufficient  to  carry- 
such  vessel  to  the  nearest  port  of  her  own  country,  or  to  some  nearer 
destination ;  and  no  coal  shall  be  again  supplied  to  any  such  ship  of  war 
or  privateer  in  the  same  or  any  other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject 
to  the  tenitorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  without  special  permission, 
until  after  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  time  when  such  coal 
may  have  been  last  supplied  to  her  within  British  waters  as  aforesaid. 
I  have,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 

Note. — A  similar  letter  has  been  addressed  to  the  secretaries  of  state 
for  the  home,  colonial,  war,  and  India  departments,  and  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury. 


JEarl  Russell  to  Mr»  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  5, 1865. 

Sm :  In  your  note  of  the  15th  ultimo  you  have  referred  to  the  anival 
of  the  steamer  Chameleon  at  Nassau.  You  are  no  doubt  also  aware  that 
the  steamer  Rattlesnake  had  likewise  reached  that  port,  and  you  have 
been,  probably,  informed  that  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau  speci- 
ally called  the  attention  of  the  governor  of  ihe  Bahamas  to  these  vessels. 
It  will,  therefore,  interest  you  to  learn,  if  you  do  not  know  it  already, 
that  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas  caused  the  United  States  consul  to 
be  informed  that  there  was  nothing  in  his  letter  to  create  a  suspicion 
against  those  vessels,  greater  than  that  which  attached  to  every  vessel 
of  the  same  class  with  which  the  harbor  of  Nassau  was  filled ;  or  to  call 
for  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  colonial  government  beyond  that  of 
vigilance,  which  was  already  exercised  with  regard  to  all  vessels  engaged 
in  trade  with  the  southern  States. 

I  have  the  honjor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Fbangis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  i&c.^  &c. 
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Jfr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1366.]  Department  of  State, 

Washuigtony  AprU  24,  1805. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  addressed  to  thia  dexmrtment,  respecting 
the  proceedings  of  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  in  re- 
fusing to  allow  a  Uuited  States  vessel  of  war  to  enter  the  port  of  Abaco, 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  certain  property  which  was  saved  from  the 
wreck  of  the  United  States  steamer  San  Jacinto.  I  have  to  request  you 
to  call  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  the  want  of  inter- 
national comity  evinced  by  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  on  the  occa- 
sion referred  to. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Chaiu.es  Frakcis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  d&c,  dke. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington^  April  12, 1865. 

Sir  :  The  United  States  steamer  San  Jacinto,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  R.  W.  Meade,  having  been  recently  wrecked  on  a  reef  near 
the  island  of  Abaco,  Bahamas,  Captain  Meaoe  deemed  it  expedient  to 
avail  himself  of  the  services  of  a  police  magistrate  of  Abaco,  named 
I.  Nibbs  Brown,  as  an  agent  for  supervising  the  affairs  of  the  wrecked 
vessel,  and  taking  charge  of  the  property  saved  from  it. 

A  dispatch  received  by  the  department  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Stribling,  commanding  the  east  Oulf  squadron,  to  which  the  San 
Jacinto  was  attached,  incloses  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brown,  in 
which  he  states  that  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas  has 
directed  him  to  relinquish  the  agency  for  the  wrecked  vessel.  Mr.  Brown 
further  writes  to  Rear- Admiral  Stribling  in  these  words: 

"  The  emergency  or  necessity  connected  with  the  wreck  having  ceased, 
it  will  not  be  practicable  for  me  to  permit  one  of  your  armed  vessels  to 
enter  this  i)ort  for  the  transmission  of  the  articles  in  warehouse ;  you 
will  therefore  be  pleased  to  arrange  for  their  transport  by  a  vessel  of 
another  description.  Should  you  advise  it,  I  may  be  able  to  procure  a 
vessel  here  at  a  reasonable  rate.'' 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
British  authority  in  the  Bahamas,  which  wears  the  appearance  of  an 
unnecessary  departure  from  international  comity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Katy. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


BLOCKADE   BUNNING.  719 

BLOCKADE  RUNNING. 

Mr.  Adavis  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  1, 1861. 

Sir  :  All  the  information  lately  received  at  this  legation  combines  to 
establish  the  fact  of  extraordinary  activity  in  forwarding  supplies  of 
every  kind  to  the  insurgents.  The  success  of  the  Bermuda  has  tera])tcd 
the  agents  to  stretch  every  nerve  in  the  further  prosecution  of  similar 
enterprises.  There  is  no  doubt  now  that  another  steamer  is  almost  ready, 
l)articulars  of  which  you  will  receive  by  other  channels.  Two  sailing 
vessels  and  a  light  steamer  are  also  purchased,  and  they  will  be  made 
ready  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  meanwhile  a  considerable  quantity 
of  arms  is  coming  over  to  the  coast  by  the  way  of  Hamburg,  and  a  great 
many  of  the  establishments  in  Birmingham  and  London  are  busied  turn- 
ing out  a  large  number  of  rifles,  as  well  as  other  arms,  every  week  for 
the  same  destination.  It  is  reported  to  me  that  on  boaxd  of  the  Edin- 
burgh came  a  man  by  the  name  of  Semmes,  who  is  supposed  to  be  the 
late  commander  of  the  Sumter,  and  that  he  is  to  take  command  of  one 
of  the  vessels  now  fitting  out,  I  presume,  to  make  her  a  privateer,  so  soon 

as  she  shall  have  got  out  of  this  jurisdiction. 

•  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  128.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  7, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  dispatch,  No.  186,  of  the  17th  of  February,  transmitting  a 
list  of  vessels  that  have  been  engaged  in  efforts  to  run  the  blockade,  has 
come  just  in  time  to  add  to  the  materials  collected  from  other  sources  in 
advance  of  the  discussion  which  Mr.  Gregory,  the  member  for  Gahvay, 
proposes  to  commence  in  the  House  of  Commons  to-night.  I  much  regret 
there  is  no  full  ofiicial  list  from  the  Navy  De]>artment  of  all  vessels  turned 
off  or  captured.  In  view  of  the  late  course  of  events,  the  temper  of  the 
people,  as  well  as  of  the  higher  classes,  grows  less  and  less  disposed  to 
interference,  so  that  I  regard  the  sentiments  expressed  in  Parliament, 
whatever  they  may  be,  with  very  little  apprehension.  It  may  be  depended 
upon  that,  without  the  occurrence  of  some  very  extraordinary  event,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  will  not  be  further  molested  in  its 
efforts  to  conduct  its  experiment  of  reducing  the  rebellion,  according  to 
its  own  plan,  to  some  definite  result.  1  think  I  can  say  tills  with  more 
confldence  now  than  at  any  previous  period  of  my  residence  here. 

But  if  this  be  the  favorable  view  of  our  position  in  England,  it  is  to 
be  kept  in  mind,  on  the  other  hand,  that  nearly  all  of  the  aid  which  the 
rebels  obtain  to  protract  the  war  comes,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  from 
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people  in  Great  Britain.  The  newspapers  no  longer  pretend  to  conceal 
the  fact  of  outfits  constantly  making  of  steamers  from  the  port  of  Liver- 
pool with  the  intention  to  break  the  blockade.  A  large  proi)ortion  of 
the  vessels  in  the  list  from  the  department,  already  alluded  to,  appear 
to  be  British.  The  Bermuda  has  just  gone  on  her  second  trip,  filled 
with  the  heaviest  cargo  of  cannon  and  military  stores  yet  dispatcbed ; 
whilst  the  nominal  destination  of  the  Oreto  to  Sicily  is  the  only  advan- 
tage which  appears  to  have  been  derived  from  my  attempt  to  procure 
the  interference  of  the  government  to  stop  her  dei^arture.  How  lon^ 
this  business  will  be  continued,  in  the  face  of  such  discouraging  news  as 
has  been  lately  coming  over  the  Atlantic,  it  is  difficult  to  say.  The 
plain  fact  in  any  event  remains,  that  the  only  preventive  policy  against 
what  is  still  doing  must  be  found  in  the  vigilance  of  our  naval  cruisers. 
It  might  be  of  use  if  official  intelligence  of  the  captures  mode  by  them 
could  be  promptly  forwarded  to  this  legation,  for  it  is  not  safe  to  put  con- 
fidence in  mere  newspaper  statements.  It  is  the  popular  idea  that  the 
blockade  is  not  effective  which  stimulates  many  of  the  ventures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon,  William  H.  Sewabd. 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanis, 

Uo.  207.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  March  11, 18C2. 

Sib:  Information  derived  from  our  consul  at  Liverpool  oonfirms  re- 
ports which  have  reached  us  that  insurance  companies  in  England  are 
insuring  vessels  engaged  in  running  our  blockade,  and  even  vessels  car- 
rying contraband  of  war.  This  is,  in  eflfect,  a  combination  of  British 
capitalists,  under  legal  authority,  to  levy  war  against  the  United  States. 
It  is  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  relations  of  friendship,  which  we^  on 
our  part,  maintain  towards  Great  Britain ;  and  we  cannot  believe  that 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  will  regard  it  as  compatible  with 
the  attitude  of  neutrality  proclaimed  by  that  government.  Its  effect  is 
to  prolong  this  struggle,  destroy  li3gitimate  commerce  of  British  subjects, 
and  excite  in  this  country  feelings  of  deep  alienation. 

Pray  bring  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  Earl  Eussell,  and  ask  for  in- 
tervention in  some  form  which  will  be  eflQcient. 

Our  consuls  in  London  and  Liverpool  can  ftimish  you  with  all  the  in- 
formation you  will  require. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  c£c.,  dcj  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  132.]  LsaATioN  OF  the  United  States, 

London^  March  20, 1862. 

Sib:  Late  last  evening  I  received  dispatches  from  the  department 
numbered  from  194  to  198,  both  inclusive.    Several  of  them  are  highly 
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important,  and  I  shall  seize  the  earliest  opportunity  to  act  upon  the  sug- 
gestions they  contain  in  my  communications  with  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. Indeed,  you  will  before  this  have  received  my  dispatch  Ko.  131, 
of  the  13th  instant,  which  covered  a  copy  of  a  note  of  mine  to  Lora 
Russell  on  the  case  of  the  General  Miramon,  drawn  up  in  the  sense  con- 
veyed in  your  No.  184,  of  the  14th  of  February.  As  the  efforts  of  dis- 
affected parties  here  grow  more  and  more  desperate  in  proportion  to  the 
increase  of  the  necessities  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  I  shall  find 
occasion  to  renew  the  subject  with  additional  means  of  illustration. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  even  in  the  midst  of  your  engrossing  occu- 
pations you  find  sufficient  time  to  glance  at  the  report  of  the  debates  in 
Parliament  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  United  States,  and  more  espe- 
cially on  international  questions  of  rights  on  the  ocean  and  of  blockade 
in  time  of  war.  The  most  marked  indication  to  be  observed  is  the  gen- 
eral sense  of  uneasiness  at  the  change  operated  in  the  position  of  Great 
Britain  as  a  maritime  power  by  the  enlargement  gradually  making  of 
the  privileges  of  neutral  nations.  Whilst  on  the  opix>sition  side  you 
perceive  a  distinct  disapproval  of  the  agreement  made  in  1856  at  Paris, 
there  is  equally  perceptible  among  the  ministers  a  disposition  to  seize 
the  firSt  opportunity  to  annul  the  obligations  which  it  has  been  thought 
to  impose.  The  remarks  of  Sir  George  Cornwall  Lewis  upon  the  effect 
of  war  upon  the  measure,  regarded  merely  as  a  treaty  and  not  as  new 
rules  incorporated  into  the  international  law,  are  fall  of  significance. 
Lord  Palmerston  has  been  not  inappropriately  reminded  of  the  differ- 
ence between  the  tone  of  his  speech  at  Liverpool,  in  1856,  and  that  in 
the  late  debate,  while  even  Lord  Eussell  is  quoted  as  having  expressed 
the  opinion  that  some  modification  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  would 
seem  to  be  almost  indispensable. 

Such  are  the  immediate  effects  of  that  which,  at  first  blush,  appeared 
to  these  enlightened  gentlemen  a  great  triumph  in  the  case  of  the  Trent. 
Such  are  the  consequences  of  refusing  to  accept  the  adhesion  of  the 
United  States  to  the  declaration  of  Paris  from  an  over-zealous  desire  to 
escape  the  effect  of  a  precipitate  admission  of  belligerent  rights.  Both. 
these  events  have  brought  vividly  to  their  observation  the  consideration 
of  the  position  of  Great  Britain  in  the  contingency  of  a  war  on  the 
ocean.  Like  the  dog  in  the  fable,  in  snatching  at  the  shadow,  they  find 
they  have  lost  the  solid  meat.  A  conflict  with  the  United  States  would, 
as  things  are  now,  at  once  transfer  the  whole  carrying  trade  of  Great 
Britain  into  the  hands  of  the  neutral  nations  of  the  Continent  of  Europe. 
It  is  now  becoming  plain  that,  without  the  additional  provision  first  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Marcy,  English  interests  on  the  sea  are  in  great  jeopardy 
in  time  of  war,  and  yet  that,  with  the  admission  of  it,  the  control  of  the 
ocean  is  forever  lost.  Whichever  way  they  look  there  is  difficulty. 
Self-interest  being  the  cardinal  i)oint  of  the  policy  they  seek  to  pursue, 
it  is  plain  that  the  adoption  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  is  a  sjicriflce  oi 
which  they  are  beginning  to  repent.  Not  the  least  remarkable  among 
the  admissions  made  in  this  debate  is  that  which  specifies  the  danger  of 
a  war  with  the  United  States  in  the  event  of  a  persistence  in  their 
former  doctrine  respecting  the  cargoes  of  neutral  ships,  at  the  time  of 
the  contest  with  Eussia,  as  having  been  the  main  cause  that  promi>ted 
the  concessions  in  that  declaration.  Thus  it  would  seem  that  the  idea 
of  the  growing  power  of  the  United  States  as  one  nation  is  everywhere 
'  present  to  their  imaginations  as  the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their 
continued  dominatioh  of  the  sea.  Can  it  be  wondered  at  if^  under  these 
circumstances,  the  notion  of  a  permanent  separation  of  this  power  into 
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two  parts,  one  of  which  can  be  played  off  against  the  other,  were  not 
altogether  unwelcome  to  their  hearts  I 

To  considerations  of  a  similar  kind  are  we  indebted  for  the  security 
that  has  been  afforded  to  us  in  our  present  contest  against  interference 
with  the  blockade.  That  there  has  been  and  still  is  a  very  strong  incli- 
nation in  the  country  to  get  rid  of  it  is  unquestionable.  That  but  for 
its  unavoidable  connection  with  possibilities  of  consequences  in  other 
and  not  very  remote  complications,  an  attempt  of  the  kind  would  have 
been  made,  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe.  The  argument  that  has 
overborne  all  these  tendencies  is  drawn  from  the  fear  that  such  a  step 
would  only  lead  in  the  same  direction  with  the  preceding  ones  taken  at 
Paris.  It  would  ultimately  deprive  Britannia  of  her  power  longer  to 
rule  the  waves.  The  ^^  entente  cordiale^  with  France  is  not  yet  hearty 
enough  to  make  such  a  result  altogether  acceptable,  even  to  the  fancy. 
Neither  are  the  relations  with  Russia  so  fiiendly  as  to  render  a  voluntary 
release  of  the  main  instrument  to  keep  her  in  check,  a  proposition  to  be 
entertained  with  favor.  For  these  reasons,  no  countenance  will  be  given 
to  any  remonstrance  against  our  blockade;  neither  will  the  general 
reasoning  of  Mr.  Cobden,  in  favor  of  limiting  the  right  of  blockade,  find 
much  response  among  people  in  authority.  Even  the  admissions  ren- 
dered necessary  to  establish  a  position  in  reclaiming  the  rebel  emissaries 
on  board  the  Trent  will  be  limited,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  shut  the  door 
against  further  concessions.  « 

It  will  then  continue  to  depend  upon  the  degree  of  concert  establish^ 
among  those  nations  of  the  world  which  have  ever  upheld  neutral  rights, 
whether  any  real  advance  be  made  in  the  recognized  doctrines  of  inter- 
national law  or  not,  just  as  it  has  done  in  i)receding  times^  Great  Brit- 
ain will  concede  only  from  a  conviction  that  such  a  course  is  the  safest 
for  herself.  The  remedy  for  other  countries  is  obvious.  It  is  to  unite  in 
the  labor  of  raising  the  obligations  of  specific  contracts  to  the  level  of 
permanent  international  law,  and  to  enforce  the  observation  of  a  con- 
sistent system  of  policy  upon  any  single  power  whenever  it  may  venture 
to  set  up  the  promptings  of  its  immediate  interest  as  the  only  rule  of 
action  it  thinks  proper  to  abide  by. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract,] 

No.  156.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  May  8, 1862. 

Sib:  I  have  received  from  the  department  dispatches  numbered  from 

^28  to  236,  both  inclusive. 

•  ••••• 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  •  from  his  lordship,  of  the  6th 
mstant,  in  reply  to  mine,  on  the  case  of  the  steamer  Labuan.  K  I  was 
at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  reason  of  the  representation  volunteered  to 
me  on  that  subject,  1  am  still  more  so  to  divine  the  cause  for  the  torn 
now  given  to  the  correspondence. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  point  out  the  nature  of  the  position  which  he 
has  taken  in  as  subdued  a  tone  as  I  can  command.    FeeUng  that  I  am 
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engaged  in  the  responsible  duty  of  making  up  a  solemn  issue  between 
the  two  countries  in  one  of  the  most  momentous  struggles  of  modem 
times,  I  am  anxious  to  choose  the  ground  with  great  care,  so  tiiat  I  may 
hold  it  with  firmness  throughout  the  possible  embarrassments  that  may 
supervene.  A  copy  of  my  reply  to  his  lordship  accompanies  this  dis- 
patch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Rvssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  6, 1862. 

Sir:  T  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo. 

I  am  quite  willing  to  leave  the  case  of  the  Labuan  to  the  zealous  exer- 
tions of  Lord  Lyons.  It  is  a  plain  case  of  justice,  and  the  representa- 
tions of  her  Majesty's  government  with  regard  to  it  ought  to  be  suc- 
cessful. 

With  regard  to  the  "  systematic  plan'' which  you  say  has  been  pur- 
sued by  her  Majesty's  subjects  "  to  violate  the  blockade  by  steady 
efforts,''  th^re  are  some  reflections  which  I  am  surprised  have  not 
occurred  to  you. 

The  United  States  government,  on  the  allegation  of  a  rebellion  per- 
vading from  nine  to  eleven  States  of  the  Union,  have  now  for  more  than 
twelve  months  endeavored  to  maintain  a  blockade  of  three  thousand 
miles  of  coast.  This  blockade,  kept  up  irregularly,  but  when  enforced, 
enforced  severely,  has  seriously  injured  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  Thousands  of  persons  are  now  obliged  to  resort 
to  the  poor  rate  for  subsistence,  owing  to  this  blockade.  Yet  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  have  never  sought  to  take  advantage  of  the  obvious 
imperfections  of  this  blockade,  in  order  to  declare  it  ineffective.  They 
have,  to  the  loss  and  detriment  of  the  British  nation,  scrupulously 
observed  the  duties  of  Great  Britain  towards  a  friendly  state.  But 
when  her  Majesty's  government  are  asked  to  go  beyond  this,  and  to 
overstep  the  existing  powers  given  them  by  municipal  and  international 
law  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  arbitrary  restrictions  on  the  trade  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects,  it  is  impossible  to  listen  to  such  suggestions.  The 
ingenuity  of  persons  engaged  in  commerce  will  always,  in  some  degree, 
defeat  attempts  to  starve  or  debar  from  commercial  intercourse  an 
extensive  coast  inhabited  by  a  large  and  industrious  population. 

If,  therefore,  the  government  of  the  United  States  consider  it  for 
their  interest  to  inflict  this  great  ii^ury  on  other  nations,  the  utmost 
they  can  expect  is  that  European  powers  shall  respect  those  acts  of  the 
United  States  which  are  within  the  limits  of  the  law.  The  United  States 
government  cannot  expect  that  Great  Britain  should  frame  new  statutes 
to  aid  the  federal  blockade,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  restrictions  on 
commerce  which  the  United  States,  for  their  own  puri^oses,  have  thought 
fit  to  institute,  and  the  application  of  which  it  is  their  duty  to  confine 
within  the  legitimate  limits  of  international  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  c&c,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  May  8, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the 
6th  instant,  in  which  you  do  me  the  honor  to  suggest  some  thoughts  on 
the  injurious  effect  of  the  American  blockade. 

In  declaring  that  blockade  the  government  of  the  United  States  are 
believed  to  have  done  nothing  which  has  not  been  repeatedly  done  here- 
tofore, and  the  right  to  do  which  at  any  time  hereafter,  whenever  the 
necessity  shall  appear  to  call  for  it,  is  not  distinctly  affirmed  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain.    Neither  does  the  fact  that  this  proceeding 
pressed  with  the  greatest  severity  upon  the  interests  of  neutral  nations 
appear  formerly  to  have  been  regarded  in  any  other  light  than  as  an 
incidental  damage,  which,  however  much  regretted  in  itself,  unavoid- 
ably follows  from  the  gravity  of  the  emergency  which  createa  it.     For 
it  can  scarcely  be  supposed  that  so  onerous  a  task  as  a  veritable  block- 
ade will  be  undertaken  by  any  nation  for  causes  not  deemed  of  para- 
mount necessity,  or  will  be  persevered  in  one  moment  longer  than  &ose 
causes  continue  to  operate.    I  am  very  sure  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  accelerate  the  period  when  tlie 
blockade  now  in  operation  may  be  safely  raised.    To  that  end  it  is  bend- 
ing aU  its  efforts.    And  in  this  it  claims  to  be  mindful  not  simply  of  the 
interests  of  its  own  citizens,  but  likewise  of  those  of  all  friendly  nations. 
Hence  it  is  that  it  views  with  deep  regret  the  strenuous  efforts  of  evil- 
disposed  persons  in  foreign  countries^  by  undertakings  carried  on  in 
defiance  of  all  recognized  law,  to  impau*,  so  far  as  they  can,  the  efficacy 
of  its  measures,  and  in  a  corresponding  de^ee  to  protract  the  severity 
of  the  struggle.    Hence  it  is,  likewise,  that  it  has  been  profoundly  con- 
cerned at  the  inefficacy  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  a  large 
proportion  of  the  undertakings  originate,  to  apply  any  adequate  policy 
of  prevention.    For  I  doubt  not  your  lordship  will  see  at  a  glance  the 
embarrassment  in  which  a  country  is  necessarily  involved  by  complaints 
raised  of  the  continued  severity  of  a  blockade  by  a  friendly  nation  whicli, 
at  the  same  time,  confesses  its  inability  to  restrain  its  subjects  from  stim- 
ulating the  resistance  that  necessitates  a  continuance  of  the  very  state 
of  things  of  which  they  make  complaint. 

That  a  sense  of  the  difficulties  consequent  upon  the  action  of  such  i)er- 
sons  prompted  the  enactment  of  the  statute  of  his  Majesty  George  the 
Third  of  the  3d  July,  1819,  is  made  plain  by  the  language  of  its  pream- 
ble. It  is  therein  stated  that  it  was  passed  because  the  laws  then  in 
force  were  not  sufficiently  effectual  to  i)revent  the  evil  complained  of. 
It  now  appears,  from  the  substance  of  the  representations  which  I  have 
heretofore  had  the  honor  to  make  to  your  lordship,  that  the  provisions 
of  that  law  are.  as  little  effectual  iu  curing  the  evil  as  those  of  any  of  its 
predecessors.  But  I  am  pained  to  be  obliged  to  gather  from  the  con- 
cluding words  of  your  lordship's  note  that  the  expression  of  an  opinion 
that  the  United  States,  in  the  execution  of  a  measure  conceded  to  be 
correct,  as  well  as  justified,  by  everj^  precedent  of  international  law  as 
construed  by  the  highest  British  authorities,  cannot  expect  that  Great 
Britain  should  frame  new  statutes  to  remedy  the  deficiency  of  its  own 
laws  to  prevent  what  it  acknowledges  on  the  face  of  that  statute  to  be 
evils  created  by  its  own  refractory  subjects.  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  in  reply,  that,  in  my  belief,  the  government  of  the,  United  States 
would  scarcely  be  disposed  to  make  a  similar  reply  to  her  Majesty's 
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government  were  the  relative  position  of  the  two  coontries  to  be 
reversed. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  assure  your  lordship  that  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  representations  I  have  had  the  honor  to  make  [were 
founded]  have  not  been  hastily  considered.  ^  far  from  it,  the  extent 
of  the  evil  complained  of  has  been  under  rather  than  overstated.  I  have 
now  before  me  a  list  of  eleven  steamers  and  ten  sailing  vessels  that  have 
been  equipped  and  dispatched  within  thirty  days,  or  are  now  preparing, 
freighted  with  supplies  of  all  kinds  for  the  insurgents  from  one  port  of 
Great  Britain  alone.  These  supplies,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  are  to  be 
conveyed  to  Nassau,  which  place  is  used  as  an  entrepot  for  the  conve- 
nience of  vessels  under  British  colors  employed  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
breaking  the  blockade.  I  have  reasons  for  supposing  that  the  business 
is  reduced  to  a  system,  emanating  from  a  central  authority  situated  in 
London ;  and,  further,  that  large  sums  of  money  have  been  contributed 
by  British  subjects  to  aid  in  carrying  it  on.  If  the  United  States  hav^ 
in  any  of  their  relations  with  her  Majesty's  government  committed  some 
act  not  within  the  legitimate  limits  of  international  law  which  justifies 
the  declaration  of  a  disposition  not  to  provide  against  such  obvious 
violations  of  the  neutrality  proclaimed  at  the  outset  of  this  deplorable 
struggle,  I  trust  I  may  be  permitted  to  ask  that  it  may  be  so  clearly 
presented  to  their  consideration  by  your  lordship  as  to.  supply  the  means 
either  of  explanation  or  of  remedy. 

Renewing  to  your  lordship  the  assurances  of  my  highest  considera- 
tion, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Russell,  <fcc.,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr,  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  281.]  Depabt^ient  of  State, 

Washington^  Jun/e  26, 1862. 

Sir:  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  bring,  through  you,  to  the  notice  of  the 
British  government,  facts  in  relation  to  the  port  of  Nassau,  a  possession 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty  near  the  southern  extremity  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  believed  to  be  unquestionable.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  rebellion  in  this  country,  and  especially  since  the 
establishment  of  the  blockade,  that  port  has  been  used  as  a  place  of  de- 
posit by  the  insurgents  for  munitions  of  war  sent  thither  for  their  use  by 
their  agents  and  sympathizers  in  England.  Sometimes  the  vessels  in 
which  they  were  carried  thither  hav^  attempted  to  evade  the  blockade, 
and  in  a  few  instances  may  have  succeeded.  The  main  object  in  the 
choice  of  the  site,  however,  seems  to  have  been  the  facility  with  which 
contraband  of  war,  tnuishipped  to  small  schooners  and  similar  vessels 
with  little  draught  of  water,  might  in  darkness  run  into  inlets  on  the  south- 
ern coast  of  the  island  too  shallow  to  allow  them  to  be  pursued  by  such 
vessels  of  war  as  can  safely  be  used  in  enforcing  the  blockade. 

Recently,  however,  a  gunboat  called  the  Oreto,  built  in  Englhnd  for 
the  service  of  the  insurgents,  with  ports  and  bolts  for  twenty  guns,  and 
other  equipments  to  corresi>ond,  arrived  at  Nassau.  The  facts  in  regard 
to  her  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  United  States  consul,  he 
made  a  protest  upon  the  subject  and  she  was  seized  by  the  authorities. 
She  was,  however,  released  immediately  after  the  arrival  at  Nassau, 
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on  the  8th  instant,  of  Captain  Semmes,  late  commander  of  the  pirate  Snm- 
ter,  and  the  consul  informed  this  department  that  she  was  about  to  start 
on  a  privateering  cruise.  He  has  also  represented  that  there  were  then 
in  that  port  eleven  large  British  steamers  laden  with  contraband  of  war 
for  the  insurgents  in  this  country. 

The  release  by  the  authorities  at  Kassau  of  the  Oreto,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned,  seems  to  be  particularly  at  variance  with  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  I  am  commanded  by 
the  President  to  protest  against  it,  and  to  ask  the  consideration  of  her 
Majesty's  government  upon  the  proceeding  as  one  calculated  to  alarm  the 
government  and  people  of  the  TJnited  States.  I  am  also  directed  to  ask 
the  like  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government  upon  the  manner  in 
which  the  island  of  Nassau  has  been  used  as  a  deposit  for  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  intended  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States. 

You  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  laying  this  subject  before  the  Brit- 
ish government.  The  legisLative  and  executive  authority  of  the  United 
States  having  been  exerted  toward  preventing  similar  proceedings  by  |>er- 
sons  within  our  jurisdiction  during  the  insurrection  in  Canada  in  1837, 
we  may  claim  on  this  ground  at  least  a  reciprocity  from  the  British 
government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  S'bancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <6c.,  cfcc,  <fco. 

[Communicated  to  Lord  Russell,  July  31,1862.  See  Mr.  Adams's  dis- 
patch to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  201,  dated  August  1,  1862,  under  the  head 
" Rebel  Cruisers,"  subdivision  "The  Florida," ^o«f.] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  205.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  7,  1862. 

Sro :  In  my  dispatch  (No.  201)  of  the  1st  instant,  it  may  be  recollected 
that  I  reported  Lord  Russell  as  making  a  conditional  promise  to  furnish 
me  with  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  Liverp(jol  merchants,  about  the  uses 
made  by  them  of  the  port  of  Nassau.  On  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant 
I  received  a  note  transmitting  the  copy,  but  with  a  restriction  that  it 
was  given  in  confidence.  The  next  day,  however,  I  received  a  Liver- 
pool newspai)er,  in  which  the  letter  seems  to  have  been  inserted  by  the 
parties  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  Since  then  it  has  appeared  in  all  the 
London  papers.  I  therefore  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
Lord  Russell's  note  and  of  its  inclosure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.     CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Confidential.] 

Foreign  Office,  August  4, 1862. 


Lord  Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the 
honor  to  forward  to  him  herewith,  confidentially,  for  his  information, 
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a  copy  of  a  letter  which  Lord  Bussell  caused  to  be  addressed  to  Mr. 
Horsfall  in  reply  to  a  memorial  forwarded  by  him  from  certain  British 
merchants  and  ship-owners  in  Liveri3ool  respecting  the  proceedings  of 
the  United  States  cruisers  off  the  Bahamas. 


Mr.  Layard  to  Mr,  Horsfall, 


Foreign  Office,  July  5, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Kussell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  inclosing  a  memorial  from  certain  British 
merchants  and  ship-owners  at  Liverpool,  in  which  they  state  that  they  view 
with  considerable  anxiety  and  apprehension  the  hostile  attitude  assumed 
by  federal  cruisers  in  the  Bahama  waters,  and  the  memorialists  pray 
that  steps  may  be  taken  by  her  Mjijesty's  government  to  protect  British 
shipping  in  those  waters,  and  to  put  a  check  on  the  seizures  so  repeat- 
edly made  by  the  federal  cruisers. 

I  am  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  it  is  alleged  on  the  other  hand  by 
Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Adams  that  ships  have  been  sent  from  this  coun- 
try to  America  with  a  fixed  purpose  to  run  the  blockade ;  that  high  pre- 
miums of  insurance  have  been  paid  with  this  view,  and  that  arms  and 
ammunition  have  been  thus  conveyed  to  the  southern  States  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  the  war.  Lord  Eussell  was  unable  either  to  deny  the 
truth  of  those  allegations  or  to  prosecute  to  conviction  the  parties  en- 
gaged in  those  transactions.  But  he  cannot  be  suri)rised  that  the  cruis- 
ers of  the  United  States  should  watch  with  vigilance  a  port  which  is 
said  to  be  the  great  entrepdt  of  this  commerce. 

Her  Majesty's  government  luave  no  reason  to  doubt  the  equity  and 
adherence  to  legal  re<luirements  of  the  United  States  prize  courts.  But 
he  is  aware  that  many  vessels  are  subject  to  harsh  treatment,  and  that, 
if  captured,  the  loss  to  the  merchant  is  far  from  being  compensated 
even  by  a  favorable  decision  in  a  prize  court. 

The  true  remedy  would  be  that  the  merchants  and  ship-owners  of 
Liverpool  should  refrain  from  this  species  of  trade.  It  exposes  innocent 
commerce  to  vexatious  detention  and  search  by  American  cruisers;  it 
produces  irritation  and  ill-will  on  the  part  of  the  popuLation  of  the 
northern  States  of  America ;  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  her  Majesty's 
proclamation:  and  it  exposes  the  British  name  to  suspicions  of  bad 
faith,  to  which  neither  her  Mjijesty's  government  nor  the  great  body  of 
the  nation  are  justly  obnoxious. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition  have  been 
sent  to  the  federals  equally  in  contravention  of  that  neutrality  which 
her  Majesty  has  proclaimed.  It  is  true,  also,  that  the  federals  obtain 
more  freely  and  more  easily  that  of  which  they  stand  in  need.  But  if 
the  confederates  had  the  command  of  the  sea  they  would  no  doubt 
watch  as  vigilantly  and  capture  as  readily  British  vessels  going  to  New 
York  as  the  federals  now  watch  Charleston  and  capture  vessels  seeking 
to  break  the  blockade. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  watchfulness  exercised  by  federal 
cruisers  to  prevent  supplies  reaching  the  confederates  by  sea  will  occa- 
sionally lead  to  vexatious  visits  of  merchant  ships  not  engaged  in  any 
pursuit  to  which  the  federals  can  properly  object.  This,  however,  is  an 
e\il  to  which  war  on  the  ocean  is  liable  to  expose  neutral  commerce,  and 
her  Majesty's  government  have  done  all  they  can  fairly  do ;  that  is  to 
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say,  they  have  urged  the  federal  government  to  enjoin  upon  their  naval 
officers  greater  caution  in  the  exercise  of  their  belfigerent  rights/ 

Her  Majesty's  government  having  represented  to  the  United  States 
government  every  case  in  which  they  were  justified  in  interfering,  have 
only  further  to  observe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  to 
conform  to  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  and  to  abstain  from  furnishing 
to  either  of  the  belligerent  parties  any  of  the  means  of  war  which  are 
prohibited  to  be  furnished  by  that  proclamation. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

A.  H.  LAYARD. 

T.  B.  HoRSFALii,  Esq.,  cfcc,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Fo.  265.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Xoveniber  27,  1862. 
Sir:  ••••••••  • 

In  the  mean  time  the  outfits  of  vessels  to  run  the  blockade  continue 
and  multiply.  I  do  not  as  yet  obtain  the  necessary  evidence  to 
prove  the  preparation  of  war  ships,  but  the  arrival  in  the  Arabia  of 
Commander  Maary  and  eight  or  nine  rebel  officers,  including  a  Charles- 
ton pilot,  at  Liverpool,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  something  is  soon 
to  be  attempted.  I  am  now  waiting  for  further  details  of  information 
from  the  respective  consuls,  in  order  to  comprise  in  one  view  a  state- 
ment of  the  hostile  operations  no^  going  on  in  the  ports  of  this  king- 
dom, which  I  propose  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAlSrCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adanis  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Fo.  286.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  1, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Earl  Bussell 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  which,  in  my  dispatch  No.  281,  of  the  25th  of  De- 
cember, I  mentioned  that  I  was  preparing  in  answer  to  a  portion  of  his 
note  of  the  19th  of  that  month,  which  I  sent  forward  last  week. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ol)edient  serv^ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  30/1862. 

My  Loed  :•  ♦  *  ♦  *  *  ♦  ♦ 

It  is  a  fact  that  few  persons  in  England  will  now  be  bold  enough  to 
deny,  first,  that  vessels  have  been  built  in  British  port«,  as  well  as 
manned  by  her  Majesty's  subjects,  with  the  design  and  intent  to  carry 
on  war  against  the  IJni ted  States;  secondly,  that  other  vessels  owned  by 
British  subjects  have  been  and  are  yet  in  the  constant  practice  of  depart- 
ing from  British  ports,  laden  with  contraband  of  war,  and  many  other 
commodities,  with  the  intent  to  break  the  blockade  and  to  procrastinate 
the  war;  thirdly,  that  such  vessels  have  been  and  are  insured  by  British 
merchants  in  the  commercial  towns  of  this  kingdom,  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  are  dispatched  for  that  illegal  purpose.  It  is  believed 
to  be  beyond  denial  that  British  subjects  have  been,  and  continue  to  be, 
enlisted  in  this  kingdom  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents,  with  the  intent 
to  make  war  on  the  United  States,  or  to  break  the  blockade,  legitimately 
established,  and  to  a  proportionate  extent  to  annul  its  purpose.  It  is 
believed  that  persons  high  in  social  position  and  in  fortune  contribute 
their  aid  directly  and  indirectly,  in  building  and  equipping  ships  of  war 
as  well  as  other  vessels,  and  furnishing  money  as  well  as  goods  with  the 
hope  of  sustaining  the  insurgents  in  their  resistance  to  the  government. 
To  that  end  the  port  of  Nassau,  a  colonial  dependency  of  Great  Britain, 
has  been  made,  and  still  continues  to  be,  the  great  entrepdt  for  the  storing 
of  supplies  which  are  conveyed  from  thence  with  the  greater  facility  in 
evading  the  blockade.  In  short,  so  far  as  the  acts  of  these  numerous 
and  influential  parties  can  involve  them^  the  British  people  may  be  con- 
sidered as  actually  carrying  on  war  agamst  the  United  States.  Already 
British  property,  valued  at  eight  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  is  reported 
to  have  been  captured  by  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  for  attempts 
to  violate  the  blockade",  and  property  of  far  greater  value  has  either 
been  successfully  introduced  or  is  now  stored  at  Kassau  awaiting  favor- 
able opportunities. 

If  it  be  necessary  to  furnish  to  your  lordship  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  this  warfare,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  obtained  by  refer- 
ence to  the  two  papers  marked  A  and  B,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  ap- 
pend to  the  present  note.  The  one  contains  a  list  of  screw  steamers 
and  sailing  vessels  which  have  been  or  still  are  engaged  in  this  illegal 
commerce,  furnished  to  me  from  observation  by  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Liverpool.  The  other  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  consul  in 
London,  giving  a  further  list  of  vessels,  together  with  some  particulars 
as  to  the  mode  by  which,  and  the  persons  by  whom,  this  hostile  system 
is  carried  on.  Neither  of  these  lists  can  be  regarded  as  complete,  but 
the  two  are  sufficiently  so  for  the  present  purpose,  which  is  to  place 
beyond  contradiction  the  fact  of  the  extensive  and  systematic  prosecu- 
tion by  British  subjects  of  a  policy  towards  the  United  States  which  is 
uniformly  characterized  by  writers  on  international  law  as  that  of  an 

enemy. 

•  •  •  •  •  •••  •  •• 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  distinguished 
consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hqji.  Eabl  Bussell,  &c.y  &c,j  &c. 
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A. 

List  of  vesseUy  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool,  which  hare 
either  sailed  from  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland  since  the  1st  of  August  last, 
or  are  now  in  course  of  preparation  to  sail,  with  contraband  of  war,  for 
the  purpose  of  breaking  the  blockade  of  the  rebel  ports. 

Steamers. — Bahama,  from  Liverpool  on  the  13th  August,  with  men 
and  cannon;  Bonita,  (late  the  Economist,)  lona,  Pearl,  Kelpie,  Giraffe, 
Antona,  Calypso,  Havelock,  Nicolai  I,  Julie  Usher,  (late  Annie  Childs,) 
Stanley,  Albion,  Denbigh,  Pet,  Neptune,  Sheldrake,  Gypsey  Qneen, 
Cornubia,  Eagle,  Euby,  Florida,  Juno,  Thistle,  Korthumbia,  Douglas, 
Britannia,  Royal  Bride,  Douro,  Beacon,  Georgiana,  Prince  Albert, 
Leipsig. 

Sailing  Vessels. — Ellen,  Agrippina,  (sailed  from  Cardiff,  October 
10,  with  shot,  shell,  and  coai.  This  is  the  vessel  that  carried  arms  and 
coal  from  London  to  the  No.  290  at  Terceira.  See  depositions  of  Ked- 
den  and  King.)  Severn,  Queen  of  the  Usk,  Digby,  Clarence^  Mary 
Frances,  Chatham,  Peep  o'Day,  Speculation,  Monmouth,  Intrinsic. 


B. 
Mr,  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London^  December  24,  1862. 

Sro:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  forward  a  list  com- 
prising most  of  such  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  as  are  known  to  me  to 
have  left  the  port  of  London  laden  with  supplies  for  the  insurgents  now 
in  rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  pretend  that  all  the  vessels  which  have  left  this  port  in 
the  confederate  service  are  known  to  me,  but  believe  the  following  list 
of  vessels  can  be  relied  on  as  being  a  part  of  those  which  have  left  with 
supplies,  principally  contraband  of  war,  with  the  intention  of  either 
running  the  blockade  directly,  or  of  going  to  a  neighboring  Atlantic  or 
Gulf  port,  and  there  discharging  their  cargoes  into  another  class  of  ves- 
sels, the  more  easily  to  get  such  cargoes  to  their  places  of  destination. 

Vessels  known  to  have  ^fl  London, 


Name. 


St«aiDibip  Gladiator 

Steamship  EconomiMt 

Steamship  Southwick 

Steamship  Mlnua 

Steamship  Phebe 

Bteamsliip  Lloyds 

Side-whet*  1  steamer  MerrimaclK 

Side-wheel  steamer  Pacifio 

Side-wheel  steamer  Melita 

Side-wheel  steamer  Ann 

Steamship  Harriet 

Steamship  Jnstitia 

Steamship  Reehiel 

Sailing  ship  Aries 

Steamship  Flora 

Steamship  Princess  Royal . 

Steamship  Memphis 

Steamship  Minho 

Steamship  Wave  Qneen 

Steamship  Peterfaoff 


Steamship  Melita 

Sailing  ship  Springbock. 


Tonnage. 


481 
338 
467 
615 
416 
743 
537 
932 
8j3 
200 
571 
616 
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853 


Time  of  de- 
parture. 


i    1861 

Jan.  9. 1863 
Jan.  24,1862 
Feb.  28,1862 
April  23,  1862 
April  11, 1862 
April  12, 1862 
Feb.  22, 1862 
April  29, 1862 
April  29, 1862 
Jnly  29.  1862 
Oct.  20,1862 
Dec  — ,  1861 


Dec.  —,1861 
Dec  —.1861 


Loaded  by  — 


W.  8.  Lindsay  k,  Oa 


W.  8.  Lindsay  4k  Ca 

W.  8.  Lindsay  St  Co. 
W.  8.  Lindsay  &  Co. 


Now  loading  for  Matamo- 

ras. 
Kow  loading  for  HaTaoA. 
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The  tonnage  given  is  the  net  tonnage,  or  the  carrying  space  of  the 
vessel,  the  space  taken  up  by  machinery,  &c.,  being  deducted. 

The  screw  steamer  Fingal  left  Greenock  in  the  summer  of  1861.  Her 
cargo  was  sent  there  to  her  by  the  steamer  Colletis,  from  London. 

Vessels  which  have  left  ports  on  the  east  coast  or  England,  and  which 
may  not  have  been  reported  by  any  other  consul:  Circassian,  Modem 
Greece,  Stettin,  Bahama,  and  Bermuda,  from  Hartlepool;  Hero,  Pataras, 
Labuan,  Sidney  Hall,  and  Tubal  Cain,  all  screw  steamers;  and  Brig 
Stephen  Hart. 

During  the  last  six  or  eight  weeks  there  have  been  great  exertions 
made  in  this  country  to  procure  good,  fast  steamers,  and  to  forward 
them,  laden  with  supplies  to  the  insurgents,  to  the  ports  of  the  rebel 
States^  or  to  ports  adjacent  to  the  coast  of  those  States.  Many  of  the 
boats  m  this  service  have  been  purchased  on  the  river  Clyde.  Three 
new  ones,  destined  for  the  same  service,  have  recently  been  launched 
there,  and  have  not  yet  gone  to  sea.  They  have  been  named  Emma, 
Gertrude,  and  Louisiana;  and  several  more  are  building  there. 

The  ownership  of  these  steamers,  the  cargoes  they  c^rry  out,  and  the 
manner  of  conducting  the  trade,  is  a  question  of  much  interest  to  Ameri- 
cans. During  the  early  stages  of  the  war  the  trade  was  carried  on  prin- 
cipally by  agents  sent  over  from  the  Confederate  States,  aided  by  a  few 
mercantile  houses  and  active  sympathizers  in  this  country.  These  agents, 
with  their  friends  here,  purchased  the  supplies,  and  procured  steamers, 
mostly  by  charter,  and  forwarded  the  goods. 

But  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  trade,  with  perhaps  the  exception 
of  that  in  small-arms,  is  noir,  and  for  a  long  time  has  been,  under  the 
management  and  control  of  British  merchants.  It  is  carried  on  princi- 
pally by  British  capital,  in  British  ships,  and  crosses  the  Atlantic  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  flag. 

Parties  come  from  Bichmond  with  contracts  made  with  the  rebel  gov- 
ernment by  which  they  are  to  receive  a  very  large  percentage  above  the 
cost  in  confederate  ports  of  the  articles  specified.  British  merchants 
become  interested  in  these  contracts,  and  participate  in  their  profits  or 
loss.  I  have  seen  the  particulars  of  one  such  contract  drawn  out  in 
detail,  and  have  heard  of  others. 

There  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that  a  large  portion  of  the  sup- 
plies more  recently  sent  to  the  aid  of  the  insurgents  has  been  sent  by 
merchants  on  their  own  account.  Several  will  join  together  to  charter 
a  steamer  and  make  up  a  cargo  independent  of  all  contractors,  each 
investing  as  much  in  the  enterprise  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  accord- 
ing to  his  zeal  in  the  rebel  cause,  or  his  hope  of  realizing  profit  from  the 
speculation. 

Again:  some  one  will  put  up  a  steamer  to  carry  cargo  to  a  rebel  port 
at  an  enormous  rate  of  freight,  or  to  ports  on  the  Atlantic  or  Gulf  coast, 
such  as  Bermuda,  Nassau,  Havana,  Matamoras,  &c.,  at  a  less  freight,  to 
be  from  there  resbipi>ed  to  such  southern  ports  as  appears  to  aitbrd  the 
best  opportunities  for  gaining  an  entrance.  Ships  bound  on  these  voy- 
ages are,  of  course,  not  advertised,  or  their  destination  made  known  to 
the  public.  Their  cargoes  are  made  up  of  individual  shipments,  on 
account  and  risk  of  the  shippers,  or  go  into  a  joint  stock  concera,  on 
account  and  risk  of  the  company,  each  member  thereof  realizing  profit 
or  suffering  loss  in  proportion  to  the  amount  he  invested  in  the  adven- 
ture. Both  steamers  and  cargoes  are  often,  if  not  generally,  insured  in 
England  "to  go  to  America  with  lil)erty  to  run  the  hlqckade.^ 

Some  individuals  and  mercantile  firms  appear  to  have  entered  into 
the  business  of  supplying  the  rebels  with  the  means  of  can-ying  on  and 
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prolonging  the  war  with  great  zeal  and  energy  on  their  own  account. 
Mr.  Z.  C.  Pearsons,  of  Hull,  has  been  largely  interested  in  this  coatra- 
band  trade,  but  appears  Dot  to  have  been  very  fortunate  in  its  pursuit, 
for  he  has  had  several  valuable  steamers  taken  by  our  blockading  squad- 
rons, and,  in  addition  to  this  bad  luck,  appears  to  have  received  in  pay- 
ment for  the  good^  he  did  get  in  a  kind  of  paper  or  payment  that  coold 
not  be  made  available  here. 

Of  the  firms  which  are  the  most  largely  engaged  in  this  mode  of  ren- 
dering aid  to  and  sustaining  the  rebellion.  Eraser,  Trenhobn  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool,  and  the  firm  of  W.  S.  Lindsay  &  Oo^,  of  London,  are  amon^ 
the  more  prominent^ 

The  foregoing  list  of  vessels,  steam  and  sailing,  was  taken  from  mem- 
orandums.  Had  my  other  duties  allowed  me  time  to  examine  my  dis- 
patches for  the  last  year  and  a  half,  I  could  no  doubt  add  others  to  the 
list,  and  give  you  some  interesting  particulars  concerning  many  of  them. 
But  for  want  of  that  time  I  am  obliged  to  submit  it,  imperfect  as  I  fear 
it  is. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  Consul 

Hon.  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister  at  London*   ^ 


Mr.  Dvdley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Fo.  1.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liveiyooly  Jantuiry  2, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  referred  frequently  to  the  large  number  of  steamers  which 
of  late  have  been  purchased  here  in  this  country  to  run  the  blockade, 
and  carry  arms,  ammunition,  and  supplies  to  the  rebels  in  the  South. 
It  may  not  be  amiss  for  me  to  recapitulate  the  names  of  such  as  have 
come  to  my  knowledge.  Tiiey  are  as  follows :  The  lona.  Pearl,  Thistle, 
Hornet,  Antonia,  XJiraffe,  Eagle,  Havelock,  Princess  Eoyal,  Sultan, 
Northumbria,  Nicolai  First,  Douglas,  Ruby,  Britannia,  Justicia,  Wave 
Queen,  Calypso,  Albion,  Douro,  Denbigli,  Flora,  Beacon,  Kelpie,  Shel- 
drake, Leipsig,  Pet,  Georgiana,  Neptune,  Vulcan,  Dolphin,  Granite  City, 
(late  Dundee,)  Peter  Beys,  Alliance,  and  Miriam,  and  the  new  steel 
steamer,  called  the  Banshee,  built  here  at  Liverpool.  Of  these  the  loua, 
Pearl,  Thistle,  Hornet,  Antonia^  Giraffe,  Eagle,  Havelock,  Princess 
Eoyal,  Northumbria,  Nicolai  First,  Douglas,  Buby,  Justicia,  Wave 
Queen,  Calypso,  Douro,  Flora,  Kelpie,  Sheldrake,  and  Granite  City,  have 
been  load^ed  and  sailed.  Two,  the  lona  and  Kelpie,  were  sunk  alter 
sailing.  The  others  are  loading,  or  else  undergoing  repairs  at  different 
ports  preparatory  to  loading. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  other  steamers  which  have  been 
engaged  in  this  business  for  some  time  past.  Among  them  are  the 
Herald,  now  called  the  Antonia;  Julie  Usher,  Dispatch,  Stanley,  Gladia- 
tor,  Bouita,  late  Economist,  Bahama,  Pacific,  Nero,  Modern  Greece, 
Southwick,  Lloyds,  Minna,  Cleopatra,  I^hersonese,  Leopard,  Merrimac, 
Peterhoff,  Melita,  Cornubia,  Phoeba,  and  H.  Pinkney.  (I  do  not  include 
those  which  have  been  captured.)  Of  the  last  named,  the  Gladiator,  Julie 
Usher,  and  Cornubia  have  recently  sailed  with  valuable  cargoes ;  the 
Minna  is  loading,  and  the  Bahama,  Bonita,  and  Stanley  are  ready  (o  load  at 
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Liverpool.  The  Peterhoff  and  Melita  are  at  London,  if  tliey  have  not 
already  sailed. 

I  do  not  suppose  the  above  comprises  all  the  steamers  that  have  been 
purchased,  and  now  engaged  fn  this  business.  I  only  give  the  names  of 
such  as  have  come  under  my  observation.  The  whole  of  the  above  are 
English,  have  British  registers,  owned  or  held  by  British  subjects,  gen- 
erally manned  entir^jly  by  British  officers  and  seamen,  and  all  sailing 
under  the  English  flag. 

The  sailing  vessels  belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  the  subjects  engaged 
in  carrying  aid  and  supplies  to  the  rebels  are  more  numerous  than  the 
steamers.  Many  of  these  land  their  cargoes  at  Nassau,  Bermuda,  Havana, 
St.  Thomas,  and  Matamoras,  while  others  run  the  blockade.  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  give  their  names. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  is  now  at  ^N'aasau,  Bermuda,  Havana,  and 
St.  Thomas,  and  on  the  way  there,  not  less  than  twenty  millions  sterling 
of  arms  and  supplies  ready  to  be  run  into  the  South.  Since  the  first  of 
March  last,  twenty-five  hundred  tons  of  gunpowder  have  been  shipped 
from  England  for  the  insurgents.  I  would  not  pretend  to  enumerate 
the  amount  or  quantity  of  arms  and  supplies  that  have  been  sent  during 
the  same  period,  but  they  are  immense.    A  large  quantity  have  been 

run  into  Charleston  and  other  southern  ports. 

•  ••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  136.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  August  25, 1863. 
Sir:       •••  •  •  •  •  ••* 

1  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  slip  cut  from  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce of  yesterday,  contained  in  inclosure  No.*l,  stating  that  the  con- 
federates are  daily  receiving  immense  amounts  6f  supplies  by  Wilming- 
ton, and  that  officers  and  crew?  are  constantly  leaving  for  England  to 

man  the  confederate  privateers  building  there  for  the  rebel  navy,  &c. 

•         ••••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  Jonrnal  of  Commerce,  August  24, 1868.] 
THE  BLOCKADE  OP  WILMINGTON. 

Letters  received  at  New  York  from  Wilmington  state  that  the  con- 
federates are  daily  receiving  an  immense  amount  of  supplies  into  that 
port  in  spite  of  the  blockade.  Machinery  of  all  kinds,  locomotives,  rail- 
road iron,  guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber,  blankets,  medicines,  shoes,  and 
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everything  which  thej  require,  are  daily  brought  in  by  the  car^o,  as  if 
no  blockade  existed  at  all.  It  is  further  stated  that  officers  and  crews 
are  constantly  leaving  Wilmington  tor  England,  to  man  the  confederate 
privateers  which  it  is  alleged  are  being  built  there  for  the  rebel  navy. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  73G.]  Department  of  State, 

Wcufhingtofiy  October  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  inclose*a  copy  of  a  letter,  of  the  13th  instant,  addressed  to  this 
department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  contract  to  which 
it  refers  between  certain  agents  of  the  insurgents  for  the  delivery  of 
naval  stores  at  St.  George's,  Bermuda,  to  be  thence  introduced  into  the 
United  States  in  violation  of  the  blockade. 

You  will  bring  this  to  the  notice  of  Earl  Bussell  as  a  measure  which, 
if  carried  into  effect,  seems  to  us  to  be  a  violation  of  the  spirit,  at  least, 
of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  and  as  requiring  such  instructions  to  the 
authorities  in  Bermuda  as  would  prevent  those  islands  being  made  a 
place  of  deposit  for  the  i)urpose  referred  to. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.^  cfcc,  d-c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 

Washingtoii,  October  13,  1803. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  original  con- 
tract in  the  possession  of  this  department,  entered  into  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1863,  at  Kichmond,  Va.,  between  George  R.  Ghiseling,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  John  H.  Maddox,  of  Louisiana,  under  the  name  and  style  of 
George  R.  Ghiseling  &  Co.,  of  the  first  part,  and  John  de  Bree,  pay- 
master of  the  so-called  eonfederate  navy,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  navy 
department  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  of  the  second  part,  hav- 
ing for  its  object  the  procuring  from  abroad,  for  the  use  of  the  insurgent 
government,  certain  naval  forces,  and  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a 
depot  for  such  stores  at  the  port  of  St.  George's,  Bermuda. 

The  schedule  referred  to  in  the  contract,  and  forming  a  part  of  it,  did 
not  come  into  the  possession  of  this  department. 

My  object  in  furnishing  you  with  this  extraordinary  paper  is  for  the 
purpose  of  suggesting  that  the  attention  of  Lord  Lyons  be  called  to  the 
proposed  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  Great  Britain  by  making  use  of 
one  of  her  Majesty's  ports  as  a  depot  of  naval  stores  intended  for  the 
insurgent  government,  which  has  been  recognized  by  Great  Britain  as  a 
belligerent,  and  under  a  contract  made  under  the  authority  of  said  gov- 
ernment. 

In  connection  with  this  contract,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  one 
of  the  parties  to  it,  Joseph  H.  Maddox,  was  early  in  the  rebellion  con- 
fined as  Fort  Lafayette  upon  a  charge  of  illicit  traffic  and  violence  of  the 
blockade,  and  was  released  on  entering  into  an  engagement,  undex  oath, 
that  he  would  not  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  agamst  tbe 
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authority  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  nor  hold  any  corre- 
spondence or  other  communication  with  persons  residing  therein,  during 
the  present  hostilities,  without  permission,  nor  do  any  act  hostile  or 
injurious  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
Very,  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  the  inclosed  contract  see  dispatch  No.  529  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward,  dated  November  4, 1863,  post] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Setcard. 

No.  529.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  4,  1863. 

Sm:  Dispatches  from  the  department,  numbered  735,  736,  and  737, 
have  been  received  this  week  at  this  legation. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  contained  in  No.  736  of  the  17th  of  Octo- 
ber, I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  subject  of  the. intercepted 
contract,  a  copy  of  which  was  received  with  that  dispatch.  A  copy  of 
my  note  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  3,  1863. 

My  Lord:  1  have  great  regret  in  being  obliged  to  lay  before  your 
lordship  new  proofs  of  the  manner  in  w^hich  the  neutrality  of  her  Maj- 
esty's ports  is  abused  by  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States  in  order 
the  more  eflfectually  to  procrastinate  their  resistance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  dated 
the  13th  day  of  October,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  contract  entered 
into  between  certain  parties  and  an  agent  of  the  insurgents,  the  original 
being  now  in  the  possession  of  the  government,  one  of  the  objects  des- 
ignated in  which  is  the  establishing  in  the  port  of  St.  George's,  in  the 
island  of  Bermuda,  of  a  depot  of  naval  stores  for  their  use  and  benefit 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

This  proceeding,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  seem  to  be  so  entirely  in 
violation  of  the  spirit,  not  less  than  the  letter,  of  her  Majesty's  procla- 
mation, that  I  am  instructed  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  expediency  of 
giving  such  instructions  to  the  authorities  in  Bermuda  as  would  prevent 
its  being  made  a  place  of  deposit  for  the  purpose  referred  to. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
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eration  with  whicli  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

OHAELES  FRAI^CIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  cGc,  cfcc,  cfcc. 

[For  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward 
to  Mr.  Adams,  IJJo.  730,  October  17,  1863,  ante,] 


Copy  of  contract. 

This  contract,  made  and  entered  into  this  28th  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1863,  between  George  R.  Ghiseling,  of  Kentucky,  and  Josepli  IL 
Maddox,.of  Louisiana,  under  the  name  and  style  of  George  R.  Ghise- 
ling &  Co.,  of  the  first  part,  and  John  de  Bree,  paymaster  confederate 
navy,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  >pavy  department  of  the  Confederate 
States,  witnesseth :  That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  undertakes  and 
agrees  to  deliver  to  the  designated  agent  of  the  Confederate  States 
navy  department,  at  a  port  of  the  Confederate  States  east  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  in  the  possession  and  control  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  government,  within  six  (6)  months  froin  the  first  (Ist)  djiy 
of  October,  1862,  all  in  good  merchantable  order,  the  naval  stores  as  set 
forth  in  the  schedules  hereto  annexed,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E, 
respectively,  which  schedules  are  hereby  declared  to  belong  to  and 
become  i)art  of  this  contract. 

And  said  party  of  the  first  part  further  stipulates  and  agrees  to  pnr- 
chase  or  otherwise  procure  one  or  more  fast  and  light-draught  steamers, 
and  to  ft-eight  and  dispatch  the  same  from  some  foreign  port  with  all  the 
haste  possible  5  said  steamers  to  remain  under  the  exclusive  control  of 
said  party  of  the  first  part  during  the  continuance  of  this  contract,  and 
to  be  used  only  in  its  execution.* 

And  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  if  at  any  time  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part  shall  so  direct,  any  part  or  the  whole  of  deliveries  under 
said  schedules  A,  B,  C,  I),  and  E,  or  under  any  other  hereafter  sent, 
shall  be  made  at  the  port  of  St.  George's,  Bermuda,  excepting  such 
portions  thereof  as  shall  already  have  been  actually  shipped  before  the 
receipt  of  such  order  by  the  party  of  the  first  part. 

And  in  consideration  of  the  stipulations  by  the  party  of  the  first  part, 
as  hereinbefore  set  forth,  the  party  of  the  second  part  covenants  and 
agrees  to  pay  to  the  party  of  the  first  part,  his  attorney  or  assigns,  upon 
certified  bills  or  invoices  approved  by  the  agent  of  the  Confederate 
States  at  the  port  whence  shipped,  the  full  amount  of  each  and  every 
delivery,  with  the  addition  of  twenty-five  (25)  per  cent,  thereon  if  deliv- 
ered in  a  port  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  with  an  addition  of  ten 
(10)  per  cent,  thereon  if  delivered  at  the  port  of  St.  George's,  Bermuda, 
and  with  the  addition,  in  either  case,  of  the  actual  cost  of  transporta- 
tion, to  include  the  outlay  for  coal,  hire,  and  subsistence  of  the  crew  and 
officers,  wharfage,  lightage,  and  lalior  of  loading  only:  Provided^  That, 
in  the  case  of  deliveries  at  a  port  of  the  Confederate  States,  such 
charges  for  transportation  shall  not  exceed  and  may  be  covered  by  the 
payments  to  the  party  of  the  first  part  of  twenty-five  pounds  (£25) 
sterling  for  egch  and  every  ton  so  delivered. 

And  the  party  of  the  second  part  fiu-ther  covenants  and  agrees  to  pay 
the  party  of  the  first  part  an  additional  premium  of  ten  (10)  per  cent, 
upon  all  bills  or  invoices,  certified  to  as  above,  if  delivered  at  a  port  of 
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the  Confederate  States  within  forty  (40)  days  from  the  tenth  (10)  day 
of  October,  1863,  there  being  no  premium  to  be  paid  upon  any  charges 
for  freight  or  transportation. 

And  the  party  of  the  first  part  agrees  and  stipulates  to  receive  for  all 
payments  to  be  made  te  him,  at  the  option  of  the  Confederate  States 
navy  department,  either  sterling  bOls  of  exchange,  or  cotten  at  sixpence 
{(yd,)  sterling  per  pound,  deliverea  at  a  port  of  the  Confederate  States 
in  the  possession  and  control  of  the  Confederate  States  government : 
Providedy  That  said  party  of  the  first  may  be  allowed  to  convert  such 
bills  of  exchange  into  cotten,  and  to  ship  all  cotton  in  either  way  ob- 
tained by  them  without  any  impressment  of  or  interference  with  the 
same  during  its  transportation  to  or  detention  at  such  port;  and  that  it 
is  distinctly  understood  and  agreed  that  no  part  of  said  cotten  shall  be 
used  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  purchase  naval  stores  under  this  con- 
tract, until  all  the  provisions  of  the  same  shaU  have  been  carried  out 
and  executed ;  and  that  no  part  of  said  cotten  shaU  at  any  time  be 
shipped  te  or  sold  in  any  port  belonging  to  or  in  possession  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  all  dues 
and  payments  to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  by  the  Confederate 
States  navy  department. 

And,  finally,  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  all  schedules  that  may 
be  sent  by  the  partj'  of  the  second  part  after  the  signing  of  this  con- 
tra<5t  shall  become  part  of  it,  and  be  in  full  force  for  all  the  provisions 
of  the  same,  from  the  date  of  their  receipt  by  the  party  of  the  first 
part,  and  that  this  contract  may  be  extended  beyond  the  time  herein- 
before set  forth,  both  parties  thereto  concurring :  Frovided,  also,  That 
if,  by  ^he  act  of  God  or  of  the  public  enemy,  there  shall  be  any  unavoid- 
able delay  or  detention  in  the  deliveries  under  this  contract,  the  time 
hereinbefore  stated  shaU  be  extended,  so  as  to  allow  the  party  of  the 
first  part  the  time  necessary  to  carry  out  the  stipulations  of  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  this  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1863,  at  the  navy  department  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America. 

GEOEGE  E.  CHISELING. 

J.  H.  MADDOX. 

JOHN  De  BEEE,  Paymaster  in  charge. 

Signed,  sefiled,  and  delivered  in  presence  of— 

J.  JP.  McCORKLB. 
Chables  J.  OST. 

Approved. 

S.  E.  MALLOEY,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  550.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  Deceinber  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  Lord 
Eusaell  to  me  on  the  27th  ultimo,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  3d  of  the  same 
month,  which  was  written  in  the  sense  of  your  dispatch  No.  736,  of  the 
17th  of  October.  The  ground  taken  seems  to  me  technically  defensible, 
though  a  promise  of  a  little  investigation,  or  at  least  close  observation 
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at  St.  George's,  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  than  throwing^  the 
burden  of  proof  entirely  on  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  November  27, 1863. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  duly  considered,  in  communi- 
cation with  the  proper  law  advisers  of  the  Crown,  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instant  and  its  inclosures,  resi)ecting  an  alleged  project  for  the 
establishment  of  a  depot  at  St.  George's,  Bermuda,  from  which  articles 
might  be  shipped  to  the  ports  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  it  appears  from  the  con- 
tract for  this  service,  between  Messrs.  Chiseling  &  Co.  and  Mr.  jr.  de 
Bree,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed  in  your  letter,  that  the  parties  to  it 
are  not  British  subjects,  but  Americans,  over  whom  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment have  no  authority  or  control ;  while  the  schedules  referred  to 
in  it,  not  being  annexed,  the  character  of  the  stores  which  these  persons 
contract  for  is  not  shown.  These  stores  may  or  may  not  be  of  a  contra- 
band character,  and  even  if  they  are,  the  terms  of  the  contract  seem 
only  to  contemplate  the  use  of  ordinary  mercantile  agency. 

Moreover,  the  terms  of  the  contract  do  not  necessarily  import  the 
establishment  of  any  depot  in  Bermuda,  but  rather  point  to  trans- 
shipment in  the  port  of  Bermuda  of  naval  stores  from  vessels  arriving 
there  from  foreign  ports ;  nor  is  this  transshipment  rendered  necessary 
or  obligatory  by  the  contract,  but  is  left  optional  or  contingent,  the 
words  of  the  contract  being,  "  If  at  any  time  the  said  party  of  the  sec- 
ond part  shall  so  direct  any  part  or  the  whole  of  deliveries,  imder  said 
schedules  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E^  or  any  other  hereafter  sent,  shall  be  made 
at  the  port  of  St.  George's,  Bermuda." 

Under  these  circumstances  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  consider 
that  they  can  properly  interfere  in  this  matter ;  but  should  you  be  fur- 
nished with  any  further  information  tending  to  show  any  intentiou  on 
the  part  of  any  persons  to  violate  the  neutrality  of  British  territory, 
they  will  not  fail  to  give  to  your  representations  their  most  careful  atten- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELLi. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  c£*c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  782.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  December  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  Information  has  reached  this  department  to  the  effect  that  a 
British  naval  officer,  either  retired  or  active,  by  the  name  of  Ralph  Cator, 
is  engaged  in  running  the  blockade  of  the  insurgent  ports  of  the  United 
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States,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Peterson.    There  is  reason  also  to 
believe  that  other  British  officers  are  thus  engaged. 

I  will  thank  you  to  bring  this  subject  under  the  consideration  of  her 
Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  make  inquiry  in  regard 
to  the  person  above  named.  It  is  not  doubted  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment will  visit  vnth  its  displeasure  any  of  its  officers  who  may  have 
been  guilty  of  such  an  offense. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fco.,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Adajiis  to  Mr,  Seward. 

1^0.  566.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  Jamuiry  1, 1864. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  contained  in  ^our  dispatch  (No.  782)  of 
the  7th  of  December,  I  a^ldressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  on  the  29th 
ultimo  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Ealph  Cator.    Copies  of  that  note 
and  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgement  are  herewith  transmitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  December  29, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  am  directed  by  my  government  to  represent  to  you  that 
information  entitled  to  credit  has  been  received  by  it  to  the  effect  that 
an  officer  in  her  Majesty's  naval  service,  either  retired  or  active,  by  the 
name  of  Ealph  Cator,  is  engaged  in  violating  the  blockade  of  the  insur- 
gent ports  of  the  United  States,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Peterson. 
I  am  further  instructed  to  express  the  belief  that  other  British  naval 
officers  are  thus  engaged. 

In  view  of  this  information,  corroborated  by  the  late  proceedings  at 
Sheemess,  I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  believe  that  there  is  a  strong 
disposition  on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  her  Majesty's  navy  to  violate  the 
neutrality  of  their  sovereign  in  aiding  and  assisting  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States  in  the  resistance  they  are  making  to  the  lawful  govern- 
ment. I  am  requested  to  solicit  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  alleged  proceedings  of  the  per- 
son above  named,  not  doubting  that  should  he  prove  to  be  guilty 
her  Majesty's  government  will  visit  the  offence  he  has  committed  with 
its  displeasure. 

I  beg  to  renew  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  &c.^  &c.j  dk. 
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Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adanis. 

» 

Foreign  Office,  December  30, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  29th  instant,  relatiye*to  a  British  naval  officer  of  the  name  of  Ealpii 
Cator,  who  is  stated  to  be  engaged,  with  others,  in  violating  the  block- 
ade of  the  southern  ports  of  North  America,  and  I  have  to  acquaint 
you,  in  reply,  that  I  have  caused  your  letter  to  be  communicated  to  the 
proper  department  of  her  Msyesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <jDc.,  ctu,  ibc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  570.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LoixdoHy  January  8, 1804. 

Sir  :  I  have  now  to  report  the  reception  of  another  note  from  Lord 
Eussell  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Ralph  Cator,  already  ftcted  upon,  as 
mentioned  by  me  in  my  despatch  (No.  566)  of  last  week. 
A  copy  of  his  lordship's  note  is  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  6, 1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  1  have  received  from  the  board  of  admiralty  a  letter 
stating  that  in  all  cases  in  which  they  have  received  applications  from 
officers  on  half  pay  for  leave  to  proceed  to  the  West  Indies,  the  boanl 
have  refused  such  leave  whenever  there  has  been  any  suspicion  that  the 
officer  intended  to  sail  in  any  ship  engaged  in  running  the  blockade  of 
the  southern  ports. 

The  admiralty  further  state  that  on  the  25th  of  May  last  leAve 
to  go  to  Jamaica,  on  family  affairs,  for  sis  months,  was  granted  to  Com- 
mander Ealph  P.  Cator,  and  that  within  the  time  specified  he  reported 
his  return  to  this  country.  Commander  Cator,  whilst  on  leave,  was  on 
the  half-pay  list  of  his  rank.  The  board  add  that  if  it  should  oe  made 
clear  to  them  that  Commander  Cator  has  been  employed  as  alleged  by 
you,  the  indulgence  of  leave  will  be  in  future  refused  to  him. 

As  regards  your  statement  that  you  believe  that  other  British  naval 
officers  are  engaged  in  violating  the  blockade,  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
observed  that  they  have  not  received  any  information  which  leads  them 
to  believe  that  any  other  officers  of  her  Majesty's  navy,  either  on  the 
active  or  reserved  lists,  are  so  engaged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adaxs,  Esq.,  du,  d-o.,  &e. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  806.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  11,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  transmit  copies  of  certain  letters  which  were  found  on  board 
the  prize  steamers  E.  E.  Lee  and  Comubia,  and  which  conclusively  show 
that  the  British  vessels  now  engaged  in  attempted  violations  of  the 
blockade  are  not  neutral  vessels,  but  are  really  rebel  transports,  fraudu- 
lently dispatched  and  sailing  under  the  British  flag.  You  will  have  the 
goodness  to  place  copies  of  these  papers  in  the  hands  of  Earl  Russell. 
The  originals  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  United  States 
district  court  of  Massachusetts. 

You  will  submit  to  Earl  Russell  the  inquiry,  whether  the  developments 
thus  brought  to  his  knowledge  do  not  require  some  modification  of  the 
policy  hitherto  maintained  by  her  Majesty's  government  in  regard  to 
the  political  controversy  which  this  government  is  so  diligently  engaged 
in  endeavoring  to  bring  to  an  end,  favorable  to  the  interests  of  both 
countries  and  to  the  cause  of  humanity.  At  least  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment cannot  be  surprised  that,  with  the  knowledge  now  possessed  by 
this  government,  the  policy  hitherto  pursued  by  'the  United  States  in 
regard  to  assaults  of  the  blockade  will  be  modified. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  &c, 

[For  inclosures  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  K"o.  ^Si:^ 
dated  January  28, 1864,  post] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

1^0.  810.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtonj  January  12, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  received,  and  have  submitted  to  the  President,  your  dis- 
patch of  December  4,  !No.  550,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note 
addressed  to  you  by  Earl  Russell,  in  reply  to  the  representations  you 
have  made  concerning  a  contract  by  insurgents  with  British  subjects,  in 
which  Bermuda  was  designated  as  a  place  for  the  receipt  of  contra- 
band merchandise,  to  be  shipped  to  the  insurgents. 

While  I  admit  that  the  evidence,  to  which  reference  is  made,  is 
attended  by  the  uncertainty  and  want  of  directness  which  his  lordship 
indicates,  I  cannot  but  think  that  it  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  United 
States  in  expecting  her  Majesty's  government  to  institute  precautionary 
measures  against  the  execution  of  a  purpose,  in  the  island  of  Bermuda, 
so  manifestly  injurious  to  this  country,  and  derogating  from  the  impar- 
tial neutrality  which  Great  Britain  has  proclaimed.  It  is  hardly  to  be 
expected  that  the  United  States  could  procure  direct  and  conclusive  evi- 
dences of  frauds  and  combinations  plotted  by  its  enemies  living  under  the 
protection  of  British  laws. 

I  shall  continue  to  ftimish  you  with  such  circumstantial  proofs  upon 
the  point  involved  as  fall  into  my  hands.  Of  this  class  is  the  accompa- 
nying extract  from  the  Morning  Telegraph,  a  newspaper  printed  at  St. 
John's,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  5th  instant. 

Of  the  same  class  is  the  fact  that  Lieutenant  Rooke,  of  her  Majesty's 
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army,  was  detected  carryiiig  a  contraband  mail  to  Bermuda,  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  iDSurgent  agents  there. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Fraj^ois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.y  dkcj  &o. 


Letter  from  Halifax. 

[Special  correspondence  of  the  Morning  Telegraph.] 

Halifax,  JDeeemher  31. 

The  Bermuda  packet,  arrived  to-day,  brings  absolutely  notliiiig  of 
interest  from  the  Confederate  States.  There  are  two  passengers  through 
from  Wilmington,  12th  instant.  I  have  one  solitary  paper  of  that  date. 
The  Flora  is  the  only  blockade  steamer  out  siuce  the  last  moon,  a  mouth 
ago.  One  schooner  came  through  from  Wilmington  successfully,  and 
another  schooner  had  got  in.  The  Don  and  Hansa  had  been  captured 
by  the  federals  off  Charleston,  and  the  Beauregard  and  Ceres  ruu  ashore 
near  Wilmington  and  destroyed.  The  Ceres  is  the  only  steamer  of  all 
blockade  runners  that  has  not  paid  for  herself;  it  was  her  first  trip.  Tlie 
Beauregard  had  a  very  valuable  cargo.  Steamers  continue  to  arrive  at 
Nassau  and  Bermuda,  to  take  the  places  of  those  destroyed.  The  num- 
ber is  increased  rather  than  diminished.  This  business  is  reduced  to  a 
mathematical  nicety,  and  the  chances  of  profit  and  loss  are  fully  com- 
puted. No  vessel  is  expected  to  have  nine  lives,  although  a  half  dozen 
or  so  are  reckoned  upon. 


Mr.  Seivard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  812.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  13,  18G4. 

Sm :  With  instructions  IS'o.  806,  of  the  11th  instant,  copies  of  letters 
foimd  on  board  blockade  runners  condemned  at  Boston  were  transmit- 
ted. Those  letters  showed  that  many  if  not  most  of  the  vessels  engaged 
in  that  business  are  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  insurgent  author- 
ities, and,  consequently,  that  as  the  British  flag  which  they  usually  fly 
is  prostituted,  they,  their  cargoes,  and  the  persons  on  board  of  them,  are 
liable  to  be  treated  as  belligerents.  Inclosed  is  a  slip  from  a  recent 
number  of  the  London  Index,  acknowledging  that  the  insurgent  govern- 
ment  has  for  the  past  year  been  in  part,  at  least,  interested  in  the 
cargoes  of  those  vessels,  and  advising  that  in  future  it  should  in- 
crease that  interest.  The  significance  of  these  facts  and  of  this  comisel, 
for  the  purpose  of  counter- weighing  impressions  of  exclusive  or  even 
partial  interests  of  neutrals  in  the  blockade  runners,  will  be  useful  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Ada3is,  Esq.,  etc.,  <fec.,  &c. 
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[From  the  New  York  Times,  January  12, 1864.] 
THE  REBEL  COTTON  LOAN. 

From  the  London  Index,  (rebel  organ.) 

During  the  year  now  closing,  about  130,000  bales  of  cotton,  of  about 
500  pounds  iifeight  each,  have  found  their  way  through  the  blockade  to 
European  ports,  which,  at  the  ruling  prices,  sold  for  upwards  of  £6,000,000 
sterling.  With  this  fund  to  its  credit,  had  the  cotton  be^n  exported  for 
its  own  accouat,  instead  of^  for  the  most  part,  private  speculators,  the 
confederate  government  might  have  dispensed  with  foreign  loans,  might 
have  bought  v&  warlike  stores  at  the  lowest  cash  rates,  and  supplied  its 
citizens  with  commodities  of  prime  necessity  at  a  moderate  advance  on 
cost.  Not  only  would  it  have  earned  the  fabulous  profits  pocketed  by 
foreign  merchaits,  but  it  would  have  saved  itself  the  issue  of  that  flood 
of  promises  to  py  with  which  it  purchased  importations,  and  which  the 
importers  made  haste  to  dispose  of  on  any  terras.  And  what  creditor  at 
home  could  have  doubted  the  solvency  of  a  debtor  who  was  the  largest 
holder  of  foreign  exchange  in  the  countrj-  ! 

Let  it  not  be  taid  that  the  government  would  have  failed  where  pri- 
vate enterprise  sicceeded.  The  experiment  has  been  sufficiently  tried 
to  demonstrate  that  the  government  in  blockade  ventures  has  been 
even  more  fortmate  than  individuals,  probably  for  the  reason  that, 
thanks  to  the  pairiotic  enthusiasm  of  tne  whole  people,  it  is  at  present 
the  best  served  government  in  the  world.  To  its  success  in  this  respect 
is  due  the  credit  which,  amid  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  it  still 
commands  in  the  uarkets  of  Europe.  The  question,  then,  would  simply 
have  been  to  extend  on  a  larger  scale  what  has  been  done  with  con- 
siderable success  on  i  small  one.  The  mercantile  marine  of  every  country, 
not  excepting  that  oi  the  North,  is  open  to  it  to  select  the  stanchest 
and  the  swiftest  vessels.  It  commands  a  staff  of  naval  ojQficers  inferior 
to  those  of  no  country  in  skill,  courage,  and  dash ;  and  although  the 
service  may  not  be  so  irilliant  and  so  much  to  their  taste,  at  the  country's 
bidding  they  would  reider  it  as  zealously  and  as  devotedly  as  though 
they  trod  the  decks  of  ierrimacks  and  Alabamas.  It  will  scarcely  be 
contended  that  vessels  ivowedly  the  property  of  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment would  run  greater  risks  on  the  high  seas  from  the  enemy's 
cruisers  than  those  ownei  by  British  subjecte  run  under  the  warm  neu- 
trality of  the  Foreign  Oflbe. 

But  if  private  enterprise  must  be  called  into  aid,  the  cotton  bonds 
now  in  the  hands  of  Euroean  holders  afford  the  desired  machinery, 
provided  all  private  exporution,  except  in  redemption  of  these  bonds, 
is  prohibited.  The  £3,2(0,000  which  the  government  now  owes  in 
Europe  represents,  at  sixjence  per  pound,  260,000  bales  of  cotton, 
which,  at  the  rate  of  this  ye.r's  exportation,  could  be  run  through  the 
blockade  in  about  two  year.  Every  obligation  thus  redeemed  would 
make  room  for  a  new  one,  wiich,  as  the  only  means  of  purchasing  cot- 
ton, would  be  eagerly  soughtit  prices  remunerative  to  the  government. 
We  are  told  that  sound  politcal  economy  forbids  the  granting  of  mo- 
nopolies 5  but  blockade-runnin-  is  virtually  already  the  monopoly  of  those 
firms  which  were  the  first  and  he  most  enterprising  in  the  attempt.  Why 
not,  if  a  monopoly  must  exis;  give  it  to  those  who  have  trusted  the 
government  t  Besides,  no  omis  injured  thereby,  for  those  who  now 
hold  this  \irtual  monopoly  ma^ still  retain  it  by  merely  changing  their 
purchasing  medium. 
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We  have  reasons  to  believe  that  in  advocating  this  recommendation 
of  Mr.  McKae  we  express  the  convictions  of  nearly  every  iini)ortaut 
officer  of  the  Confederate  States  in  Europe,  and  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  Mends  and  well-wishers  of  the  confederate  cause.  K  anytliini^f 
approaching  the  same  unanimity  exists  in  the  congress  now  assembled 
at  Richmond — and  there  appears  no  cause  to  doubt  it — vre  may  expect 
by  any  steanj.er,  within  the  next  four  or  five  weeks,  to  hear  of  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  laying  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  cotton,  under 
conditions  similar  to  those  here  indicated. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanis. 

No.  814.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Janvary  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  of  the  17th  ultimo  (No.  96) 
from  the  United  States  consul  at  Malta,  relative  to  reports  that  British 
naval  officers,  under  assumed  names,  are  engaged  in  violating  the  block- 
ade of  ports  yet  held  by  the  insurgents.  The  same  information  re-aches 
us  from  other  quarters.  Although  it  is  possibly  exag^rated,  it  would 
be  w^ell  for  you  to  suggest  whether  an  inquiry  could  notoe  made  into  the 
matter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  K.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Winthr(^  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Sewarl. 

[Extract.] 

'So.  96.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Malta  December  17, 18G3. 

1.  Sir  :  I  would  beg  to  inform  you  of  my  hanng  recently  received 
reliable  information  that  many  English  naval  oftcers  on  half  pay  and 
under  assumed  names  are  now  engaged  in  runnug  the  blockade. 

2.  May  I  beg  to  suggest  that  hereafter  when  joy  prizes  are  taken  that 
every  officer  and  passenger  should  be  made  toidentify  himself,  even  if 
he  had  to  send  to  England  to  do  it.  When  dscovered  to  be  English 
officers,  if  their  names  were  reported  to  the  British  government,  they 
would  lose  their  commissions  and  prevent  oth^  from  running  a  similar 
risk  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedi/Ut  servant, 

W.  WENTHROP. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  ieward. 

[Extract.] 

So.  584.J  Legation  oj  the  United  States, 

London^  January  28, 1864. 
Sir:  #####• 

The  other  day  when  I  had  an  intervi^  with  Lord  Russell, 


• 
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I  entered  upon  the  line  of  argument  with  his  lordship  which  you  have 
marked  out  for  me  in  several  of  your  late  dispatches,  a  large  part  but  not  all 
of  which  had  been  already  embraced  in  my  note  to  him  of  the  19th,  a  copy 
of  which  was  sent  to  you  with  my  No.  579,  of  the  21st  instant,  and  is 
repeated  in  a  note  specially  ba«ed  upon  your  dispatch  No.  806,  of  the 
11th  of  this  month,  a  copy  of  which  wiU  accompany  this.  1  alluded  to 
the  critical  state  in  which  the  reciprocity  treaty  might  be  put  by  the 
omission  satisfactorily  to  dispose  of  these  multiplying  causes  of  difiiculty 
on  the  boundary,  enlarged  upon  the  aggravated  nature  of  the  violations 
habitujdly  and  audaciously  committed  by  the  rebels  against  the  neutral- 
ity of  Great  Britain,  and  urged  tlie  expediency  of  some  positive  action 
in  advance  of  any  possible  settlement  of  the  differences  in  America, 
which  might  serv^eto  rectify  any  popular  impression  that  may  have  been 
made  as  to  the  proclivities  of  England  during  this  war. 
The  conversation  which  followed  was  scarcely  official  on  either  side. 

His  lordship  led  me  to  infer  that  he  had  himself  been  so  much  impressed 
with  the  expediency  of  doing  something  that  he  had  proposed  to  the 
members  of  the  cabinet  to  send  an  armed  vessel  to  the  confederate  author- 
ities, with  an  officer  instructed  to  remonstrate,  but  they  had  not  thought 
it  best  to  sanction  the  measure.  From  this  it  would  appear  that  the 
obstacle  to  auction  does  not  lie  with  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ClIAKLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rmsell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  25, 1864. 

Mt  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  jiresent  to  your  consideration  copies 
of  certain  papers  taken  in  steamers  engaged  in  violating  the  blockade, 
the  originals  of  which  are  on  file  in  the  district  court  of  the  Uuited 
States  for  Massachusetts. 

It  would  appear  that  this  evidence  furnishes  another  strong  instance 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  insurgents  habitually  abuse  the  belligerent 
privileges  which  have  been  conceded  to  them  b}^  Great  Britain.  With 
the  manifest  design  to  protect  British  subjects  who  navigate  the  ships 
and  cargoes  purchased  by  them  in  this  kingdom,  and  intended  to  violate 
the  blockade,  they  give  particular  directions,  forbidding  any  sign  to  be 
made  on  board  or  in  foreign  ports  of  their  ownership.  The  facilities  and 
privileges  these  vessels  now  enjoy  by  the  use  of  the  British  flag  are,  it 
would  seem,  not  to  be  curtailed ;  however,  the  reputation  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  as  earnestly  desiring  to  maintain  neutrality,  may  be  impli- 
cated by  the  fraud. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  your  lordship  that,  after  such  an  exposition,  all 
British  subjects  engaged  in  these  violations  of  blockade  must  incur  a 
suspicion  strong  enough  to  make  them  liable  to  be  treated  as  enemies, 
and  if  taken,  to  be  reckoned  as  prisoners  of  war.  If  the  flag  of  the  king- 
dom be  fraudulently  used  to  cover  the  enterprises  of  the  enemy,  it  will 
become  very  difficult  to  distinguish  between  those  persons  actually 
engaged  in  their  vessels  and  those  bona  fide  employed  by  British  owners. 
A  new  form  of  severity  may  thus  be  given  to  the  struggle  which  would 
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be  regretted  by  none  more  than  by  my  government.  Much  as  the  diffi- 
culty of  their  task  has  been  aggravated  by  the  wanton  and  persistent 
interposition  of  British  subjects,  it  has  never  been  their  disposition  to 
treat  them,  when  in  their  power,  with  unnecessary  harshness. 

I  am  pained,  in  this  connection,  to  be  obliged  to  call  yoiu:  lordship^s 
attention  to  the  fact  that  Lieutena.nt  Rooke,  of  her  Majesty's  army,  after 
being  taken  in  a  steamer  running  the  blockade,  and  released,  has  been 
detected  in  attempting  to  carry  a  contraband  mail  to  Bermuda,  to  be 
delivered  to  insurgent  agents  at  that  place. 

After  the  conversation  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  your  lord- 
ship on  Friday  last,  I  deem  it  almost  superfluous  to  enlarge  further  on 
the  difficulties  which  must  grow  out  of  a  toleration  of  the  outra^jeous 
abuses  of  the  belligerent  privileges  that  have  been  granted  to  the  insur- 
gents, as  they  have  been  laid  before  you  for  your  notice.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  find  an  example  in  history  of  a  more  systematic  and  i>ersistent 
effort  to  violate  the  neutral  position  of  a  country  than  this  one  has  been 
from  its  commencement,  that  has  not  actually  brought  on  a  war.  That 
this  has  been  the  object  of  the  parties  engaged  in  it,  I  have  never  for  a 
moment  doubted.  Wearied^  exhausted,  and  discouraged,  as  they  noto- 
riously are  at  this  time,  they  still  relax  no  effort  that  may  bring  to  them 
some  hope  of  relief  from  this  source,  the  only  one  left  to  them.  I  enter- 
tain the  strongest  hopes  that  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  both  govern- 
ments will  persevere  in  searching  for  the  best  means  of  making  this 
expectation  as  vain  as  have  proved  all  the  others  thus  far  cherished  by 
them. 

It  has  been  no  part  of  my  instructions  to  address  any  argument  on  this 
subject  to  your  lordship,  based  purely  upon  the  possible  consequences 
of  permitting  any  similar  toleration  of  such  notorious  enterprises  in  a 
neutral  country  to  be  brought  into  a  precedent  in  future  cases  between 
belligerents.  The  fact  that  it  must  place  an  instrument  of  enormous 
power  in  the  hands  of  weak  nations  on  the  ocean  to  annoy  t^ie  stronger 
ones  is  too  apparent  to  need  exposition.  I  know  not  that,  viewed  as  a 
pure  question  of  iifterest  to  the  tTnited  States,  whenever  it  may  again 
become  a  neutral  power,  there  would  be  much  reason  to  object  to  it. 
The  great  and  serious  difficulty  is,  to  all  nations,  that  it  furnishes  incen- 
tives to  a  constant  extension  of  the  ravages  of  war  on  the  ocean,  equally 
to  be  deplored  by  all — an  effort  which  it  has  been,  of  late  years,  the 
earnest  desire  of  all  to  endeavor  to  restrict  rather  than  to  expand. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Right  Hon.  Eakl  Russell,  <fec.,  <£t.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Office  of  United  States  Attorney, 
District  of  Massachusetts^  Boston,  December  28, 1863. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  letters  found  on 
board  the  prize  steamers  R.  E.  Lee  and  Comubia,  which  I  thought  might 
be  useful  to  you  as  proofs  in  cases  of  alleged  building  and  equipping  of 
vessels  for  the  rebel  government  in  England. 

The  originals  are  on  file  in  court,  and,  if  needed,  can  be  sent  to  our 
minister  in  England. 
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Letters  found  on  board  show  that  the  R.  E.  Lee,  Comubia,  and  Ella 
and  Anna,  and  others  of  their  class,  are  the  property  of  the  confederate 
government,  commanded  by  commissioned  officers;  and  I  inclose  a  copy 
of  a  letter,  showing  that  they  are  instructed  to  conceal  their  true  charac- 
ter in  neutral  ports,  in  order  to  avoid  the  rules  applied  to  public  vessels- 
of  belligerents.  ^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EICHAED  H.  DA:NA,  Jr., 

United  States  Attorney. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Messrs.  Alexander  Collie  (6  Brother  to  Captain  J.  Wilkinson. 

Manchester,  November  14, 1862. 

Dear  Sir:  In  the  event  of  the  Giraffe  being  sent  back  to  England 
with  cotton  or  other  produce,  we  will  be  very  glad  to  take  charge  of  her 
and  to  dispose  of  the  cargq  on  account  of  the  confederate  government; 
and  if  a  further  supply  of  boats  or  other  articles  be  required  from  this 
country,  we  place  our  services  in  the  purchase  and  shipping  of  these 
goods  at  the  disposal  of  the  government.  The  experience  we  have  gained 
of  the  wants  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  knowledge  we  have  of  the 
qualities  of  the  various  articles  required  for  their  use,  fit  us,  we  believe, 
to  execute  such  orders  in  a  manner  which  will  be  in  every  way  satisfac- 
tory. Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  a  successful  voyage, 
We  are,  dear  sir,  yours,  very  faithfully, 

ALEXANDEE  COLLIE  &  BRO. 
Captain  J.  Wilkinson, 

Confederate  States  Nany. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  found  on  board  the  prize  steamer 
E.  E.  Lee,  of  wliich  Wilkinson  was  commander  at  tlie  time. 

E.  H.  DAIJA,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Attorney. 


Mr.  L  Oorgas  to  Captain  Commanding  ComuMa. 

[Comubia. — Circular.] 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Departmejitj  Ordnance  OfficCy  Richmond^  September  25, 1863. 

Sir:  For  special  reasons  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  our  steamers 
engaged  in  running  the  blockade  should  not  carry  pennants  or  other 
insignia  of  vessels  of  war.  You  are  requested,  when  in  foreign  ports,  to 
carefidly  guard  against  all  acts  tending  in  any  manner  to  cause  issujince 
of  orders  by  the  authorities  curtailing  the  facilities  and  privileges  our 
vessels  .now  enjoy.  Your  conduct  should  be  such  as  to  leave  the  impres- 
sion that  your  steamer  does  not  belong  to  the  government,  but  is  simply 
used  by  it  as  a  carrier. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

I.  GOEGAS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
To  Captain  Commanding  Comubia. 

Original  found  on  board  the  prize  steamer  Comubia. 

E.  H.  DANA,  Jr.,  17.  S.  Attorney. 
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Mr.  James  Ash  to  Edgar  Stringer^  Esq. 

CuBiTT  Town,  London,  October  2, 1863. 

Dear  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry,  wliether  the  contract  I  now 
send  you  in  will  be  in  force  for  three  months  from  the  25th  October, 
1863, 1  beg  leave  to  say  it  will,  and  that  I  am  prepared  to  build  three 
steamers  of  satile  dimensions  at  the  same  price,  to  be  delivered  you  ready 
for  furnishing  for  sea  at  the  expiration  of  four  months  from  the  date  of 
my  receiving  deposit  installment  from  you. 

In  handing  you  the  model  for  the  construction  of  the  navy  in  "Rich- 
mond, I  shall,  of  course,  be  fully  prepared  to  adopt  any  suggestions  he 
may  make,  and  to  alter  the  boat  according. 

The  price  which  you  paid  me  for  the  steamers  now  building,  partica- 
larly  the  Nutfield,  is  dearer,  considering  that  she  is  of  less  horse-power 
than  the  offer  I  am  now  making  you,  as  well  as  being  larger;  and  yoa 
must  also  take  into  consideration  that  I  am  binding  myself  forthree  months 
hence,  which  I  would  not  do  except  for  the  desire  I  have  of  doing  more 
business  for  you. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  ASH,  Iron  Shipbuilder. 

Edgar  Stringer,  Esq. 

Original  found  on  board  the  prize  steamer  Cornubia. 

E.  H.  DANA,  Jr.,  U  8.  Attorney. 


Mr,  John  8.  Seward  to  Messrs.  Stringer j  Pembroke  &  Co. 

Blackwell  Iron  Works, 

London^  October  3,  1853. 

Gentlemen  :  I  will  undertake  to  supply  you  with  marine  screw  engines 
for  line-of-battle  ships  or  rams,  from  two  hundred  horse-power  to  four 
hundred  horse-power,  for  the  sum  of  forty-eight  pounds  ten  shillings  per 
hundred  i)ounds,  to  be  made  of  the  best  material  and  workmanship;  all 
the  pipes  to  be  copi)er ;  engine  bearings  moving  in  the  best  gun  metal  or 
white  metal  if  approved,  to  be  furnished  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  any 
person  the  mercantile  marine  company  or  yourselves  may  appoint ;  and  I 
also  agree  to  make  the  engines  from  plans  and  specifications  to  be  sent 
home  from  the  confederate  government's  engineer,  and  to  be  finished  in 
six  or  eight  months  from  date  of  order.  I  also  agree  to  send  out  men, 
if  required,  to  place  the  engines  in  the  respective  ships,  at  the  confed- 
erate government's  expense. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  yours  truly, 

JNO.  S.  SEWARD. 

Messrs.  Stringer,  Pembroke  &  Co.,  Austin  Friars. 

Original  found  on  board  the  prize  steamer  Cornubia. 

R.  H.  DAXA,  Jr.,  Attorney. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  500.]  *  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  Febnvary  4, 1864. 

Sir:  Dispatches  numbered  from  812  to  810,  inclusive,  have  been 
received  at  this  legation. 
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In  regard  to  the  views  taken  in  your  dispatch  IN'o.  812,  of  the  13th  of 
January,  I  had  akeady  in  my  note  to  Lord  Russell  of  the  25th  ultimo,  a 
copy  of  which  was  sent  to  youjast  week,  apprised  him  of  the  probable 
effect,  on  British  subjects  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  of  the  latest 
trick  resorted  to  by  the  rebels.    A  copy  of  his  lordship's  acknowledg- 

ment,  dated  the  1st  instant,  is  herewith  transmitted. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAKCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  1, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
25th  ultimo,  inclosing  copies  of  papers  taken  in  steamers  engaged  in 
running  the  blockade  of  the  southern  ports;  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  matter  to  which  your  letter  refers  shall  be  considered 
by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  (fee,  (&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  621.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  18, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  dispat<5h,  ISTo.  806,  of  the  lltli  of  January 
last,  and  mine  numbered  584,  of  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  and  590,  of 
the  4th  of  February,  I  now  transmit  copies  of  a  later  note  of  Lord  Eus- 
sell,  dated  the  9th  instant,  on  the  same  subject,  and  of  my  reply  on  the 
loth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAJVIS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


.    Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'  Foreign  Office,  March  9, 1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  ultimo,  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  of  January,  in  which  you  inclose 
copies  of  papers  which  have  come  into  the  possession  of  the  United 
States  government,  puqiorting  to  show  that  ships  and  cargoes  intended 
to  run  the  blockade  have  been  purchased  in  this  country  on  account  of 
the  so-styled  confederate  government.  You  state  that  this  evidence 
furnishes  another  strong  instance  of  the  manner  in  which  the  insurgents 
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habitually  abuse  the  belligerent  privUeges  which  have  been  conceded  to 
them  by  this  country;  and  you  say,  that  after  such  an  exposure,  all 
British  subjects  engaged  in  these  violations  of  blockade  must  incur  a 
.suspicion  strong  enough  to  make  them  liable  to  be  treated  as  enemies, 
and,  if  taken,  to  be  reckoned  as  prisoners  of  war. 

To  this  declaration  her  Majesty's  government  must  reply  that  they  are 
not  prepared,  on  account  of  the  exigencies  or  distresses  of  either  bellig- 
erent, to  assent  to  the  introduction,  to  the  injury  of  neutral  states,  of 
any  alteration  in  the  well-establishea  practice  of  international  law. 

You  are  no  doubt  aware,  as  every  American  jurist  must  be  aware,  that 
it  is  not  competent  to  a  belligerent  government  to  treat  as  prisoners  of 
war  the  subjects  of  neutral  states  taken  on  board  vessels  (not  being  ships 
of  war  of  the  enemy)  endeavoring,  or  alleged  to  be  endeavoring,  to  break 
the  blockade,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  her  Majesty's  government 
to  permit  British  subjects  to  be  made  exceptions  to  the  general  rules 
and  practice  of  international  law  on  this  or  any  other  subject. 

I  need  scarcely  remind  you  that  the  rights  of  visit  and  search  and  of 
blockade  are  belligerent  rights  which  press  mth  sufficient  severity  upon 
neutrals,  and  which,  as  her  Majesty's  government  have  already  had 
occasion  to  observe  in  their  correspondence  with  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment during  the  war,  would  be  intolerable  without  a  faithful  and 
scrupulous  observance,  on  the  part  of  the  belligerent,  of  hiscorresx>ouding 
obligations. 

It  is  obvious  that  her  Majest5''s  government  can  in  no  way  be  respon- 
sible for  the  conduct  of  the -confederate  belligerent ;  and  with  reference 
to  your  statement  that  the  confederates  habitually  abuse  the  privileges 
which  have  been  conceded  to  them  by  Great  Britain,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  remind  you  that  not  only  Great  Britain,  but  every  other  neutral  state, 
has  of  necessity  recognized  the  confederates  as  belligerents,  and  has, 
therefore,  of  necessity  conceded  to  them,  not  indeed  ''privileges,"  but 
the  same  "rights"  which  a  neutral  state  is  bound  by  international  law 
to  concede  to  all  belligerents,  and  which  Great  Britain  has  conceded  in 
the  present  war  to  the  United  States. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  on  previous  occasions,  expressed 
their  regret  that  any  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  should  violate  the  block- 
ade, and  I  repeat  that  regret  most  unreservedly  on  the  present  occasion ; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  blockade  is  one  of  most  uiuisnal 
proportions ;  that  it  severely  affects  the  welfare  of  no  inconsiderable  por- 
tion of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  that  the  penalty  of  confiscation  and 
condemnation  of  British  property,  to  a  very  large  amount,  has  consti- 
tuted, to  say  the  least,  no  very  inadequate  punishment  of  the  offenders. 
At  all  events  you  will  hardly  deny  that,  whether  that  punishment  is  or 
is  not  adequate,  in  the  opinion  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  the  only  penalty  to  which  such  offenders  can,  according  to  the  well- 
known  rules  of  international  law,  be  made  liable.  K  the  fact  be,  as  the 
papers  inclosed  in  your  note  seem  to  show,  that  some  ships  engaged  in 
running  the  blockade,  but  not  navigated  as  vessels  of  war,  are  tlie  prop- 
erty of  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States,  this  fact  cannot,  in 
the  judgment  of  her  Majesty's  government,  furnish  any  justification 
whatever  for  the  treatment  of  British  subjects  in  a  manner  not  wan^nted 
by  international  law,  even  if  the  British  flag  should  be  improperly  used 
to  disguise  the  character  of  such  vessels. 

If,  indeed,  British  subjects  were  found  on  board  vessels  belonging  to 
the  confederate  government,  and  were  not  merely  passengers,  but  were 
employed  in  connection  with  the  vessel  and  cargo  in  circumstances  which 
rendered  it  practically  impossible  that  they  should  be  ignorant  of  the 
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ownership  of  the  vessels,  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  say  that  there 
might  not  be  a  prima  fade  ground  for  treating  such  persons  as  prisoners 
of  war ;  but  the  case  now  in  controversy  is  that  of  British  subjects 
engaged  as  seamen  on  board  of  vessels  ostensibly  British,  and  which 
they  have  had  every  reason  to  suppose  to  be  really  and  bona  fide  such; 
and  her  Majesty's  government  must  insist  that  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment would  be  without  warrant  in  treating  such  persons  as  enemies 
merely  on  the  ground  of  the  discovery,  and  more  on  the  mere  suspicion, 
without  any  proof  applicable  to  the  particular  case,  of  a  concealed  inter- 
est of  the  confederate  government  in  such  vessel. 

With  respect  to  the  charge  preferred  against  Lieutenant  Eooke,  her 
Majesty's  government  fail  to  perceive  that  the  facts  aUeged  would  have 
amounted  to  a  participation  by  that  officer  in  any  warlike  service  or 
operation  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  States.  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment will  not  fail  to  take  the  proper  steps  against  any  officer,  bearing 
her  Majesty's  commission,  who  shall  be  proved  to  have  illegally  contra- 
vened iier  Majesty's  orders  to  all  her  subjects  to  observe  a  strict  neu- 
trality' during  the  present  deplorable  war;  but  in  Lieutenant  Eooke's 
case  it  does  not  appear  that,  on  further  inquiry,  the  United  States 
authorities  were  disposed  to  view  the  proceedings  of  that  young  officer 
as  anything  more  than  the  result  of  inconsiderate  thoughtlessness,  and 
I  was  happy  to  learn,  by  a  recent  mail,  that  Lieutenant  Rooke  had  been 
released  from  confinement. 

I  shall  only  further  observe,  with  reference  to  the  alleged  intentions 
of  a  certain  iron-ship  builder  named  James  Ash,  and  of  a  firm  called 
Stringer,  Peihbroke  &  Co.,  to  build  steamers  for  the  confederate  bellig- 
erents, that  you  must  be  well  aware  of  the  determination  of  her  Majesty's 
government  to  put  in  force,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  the  provisions 
of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  against  every  British  subject  who  shall 
violate  those  provisions,  and  as  to  whose  offence  her  Majesty's  government 
may  be  able  to  obtain  legal  and  proper  evidence,  but  without  such  evidence 
it  is  impossible  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  act  against  the  persons 
or  property  of  British  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.j  <&€.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  15, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  9th  instant,  in  reply  to  mme  of  the  20th  of  January 
last.  I  have  read  it  with  great  attention,  and  must  beg  your  lordship's 
imrdon  if  I  fail  to  find  in  it  any  substantial  conflict  with  the  principles 
enunciated  in  my  letter. 

The  point  to  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  calling  your  lordship's  atten- 
tion was,  that  the  insurgent  authorities  at  Eichmond,  having  received 
from  her  Majesty's  government  a  recognitipn  a«  a  belligerent  carrying 
on  war  upon  the  ocean  with  a  power  with  which  Great  Britain  is  at 
peace,  are  now  detected  in  an  attempt  to  abuse  the  rights  so  obtained. 
To  this  end  they  systematically  buy  vessels  of  British  subjects,  man 
them  with  British  seamen,  till  them  with  supplies  and  munitions  of  war 
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Obtained  in  British  ports,  and  persist  in  sailing  them  to  their  respective 
destinations  in  the  blockaded  region,  using  the  protection  of  the  British 
flag.  My  government  having  been  made  aware  of  these  extraordinary 
proceedings,  has  directed  me  simply  to  apprise  your  lordship  of  them  in 
order  that  some  clieck  may  be  applied  by  the  party  most  interested  for 
the  better  security  of  its  innocent  subjects;  for  it  must  be  perfectly  obvi- 
ous to  your  lordship  that,  without  interference  of  some  kind,  the  duty  of 
self-defense,  against  such  a  policy  of  disguised  hostility,  becomes  imper- 
ative. Without  the  possibility  of  distinguishing  between  those  vessels 
bona  fide  owned  by  British  subjects,  intending  to  violate  the  blockade, 
and  those  made  exactly  to  resemble  them  by  the  insurgents  for  the  pur- 
pose of  better  carrying  on  their  warfare,  it  must  l>e  apparent  that  all 
must  be  equally  liable  to  incur  the  suspicion  of  being  actual  enemies, 
and  their  crews  prima  facie  to  be  treated  as  such  on  capture. 

I  understand  your  lordship  not  to  deny,  that  to  the  extent  that  British 
subjects  may  be  found  in  the  vessels  of  the  enemy,  knowing  them  to  be 
so,  and  employed  in  circumstances  which  render  it  practically  impossible 
that  they  should  be  ignorant  of  the  work  they  are  doing,  the  right  to 
treat  them  as  prisoners  of  war,  in  case  of  capture,  is  a  valid  right.  But 
if  this  be  once  admitted,  it  necessarily  follows  that  in  all  ca^es  where 
suspicion  of  actually  belonging  to  the  enemy  attaches  to  a  vessel  under 
certain  circumstances,  though  disguised  under  British  colors,  the  right 
of  search  and  seizure  is  a  matter  of  course.  And  if  it  should  happen 
that  on  board  of  a  vessel  so  seized  are  to  be  found  numbers  of  British 
subjects,  apparently  engaged  in  a  work  in  which  it  is  well  known  that 
many  of  their  fellow-subjects  are  actually  enlisted  elsewhere,  it  must  be 
obvious  to  your  lordship  that  they  will  not  be  able,  by  any  care  that  may 
be  exercised  by  the  captors,  wholly  to  escape  the  risk  of  unpleasant  con- 
sequences that  may  attend  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  the 
partially  innocent  neutral  and  the  wholly  guilty  enemy. 

That  I  may  more  clearly  present  my  argument  I  pray  permission  to 
illustrate  it  by  a  single  examx)le,  which  has  lately  been  brought  to  my 
notice.    It  has  been  stated  to  me,  on  authority  which  api>ears  to  be 
trustworthy,  that  a  British  subject,  named  Thomas  J.  Waters,  started 
from  Greenlieth  on  or  about  the  17th  of  January  last,  in  command  of  a 
steamer  called  the  Annie,  apparently  fitted  out  for  ulterior  designs  in 
America.    After  getting  as  far  as  Portland  a  heavy  blow  compelled  him 
to  put  back,  on  the  19th  or  20th,  to  Southampton,  from  whence  he  sailed 
again  a  few  days  after.    Just  before  leaving  London  this  gentleman  is 
stated  to  have  applied  to  be,  and  to  have  been,  actually  gazetted  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  naval  reserve.    The  object  in  making  such  an«  applica- 
tion at  the  precise  moment  could  scarcely  have  been  other  than  in  case 
of  difficulty  to  take  advantage  of  the  national  uniform  and  flag  to  pro- 
tect his  ulterior  hostile  operations  against  a  foreign  nation.    Whether 
Lieutenant  Waters  be  or  be  not  acting  under  the  authoritj^  of  the  insur- 
gents at  liichmond,  it  is  obviously  impossible  now  to  determine.    The 
true  facts  could  only  be  elicited  in  case  of  the  capture  of  him  and  his 
vessel.    In  the  meantime  it  must  be  obvious  to  your  lordshii)  that,  under 
present  circumstances,  the  flagrant  abuse  thus  committed  of  the  jwsition 
he  holds  as  a  British  officer  would  almost  necessarily  subject  him,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  a  liability  to  be  placed  in  the  category  of  those  who  are 
found  carrying  on  actual  war  agaiUvSt  the  United  States. 

In  thus  repeating  the  proposition  made  in  my  former  note,  I  beg  to  be 
understood  as  by  no  means  intending  to  "  introduce,  to  the  injury  of 
neutral  states,  any  alteration  in  the  well-established  practice  of  interna- 
tional law."  I  am  not  disposed  to  contest  the  doctrine  which  1  find  laid 
down  in  your  note  on  the  treatment  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  power 
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endeavoring  to  break  a  blockade.  All  that  I  ventured  to  suggest  to 
your  lordship  was  that,  in  the  case  now  in  question,  all  British  subjects 
engaged  in  this  work  are  made  liable,  under  certain  circumstances,  to 
be  treated  prima  facie  as  persons  actually  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy.  I  never  denied  that  the  power  would  still  remain  with  them  to 
relieve  themselves  by  ultimately  proving  the  contrary.  What  I  wished 
to  point  out  was  the  inconvenience  of  the  process  of  thus  shifting  the 
burden  of  proof;  for,  whereas,  in  common  cases,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
captor  to  presume  the  parties  to  be  neutrals,  by  the  new  element  now 
introduced,  it  becomes  his  duty  to  presume  them  to  be  guilty  until  they 
can  show  the  contrary. 

I  am  the  more  earnest  in  making  this  representation  that  it  is  my  con- 
viction that  the  i>ower  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  this  difficulty,  and 
of  the  irritation  that  must  necessarily  grow  out  of  it,  rests  in  a  great 
measure  with  her  Majesty's  government.  It  is  by  no  means  the  wish  of 
that  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  resort  to  unnecessary  harsh- 
ness in  the  treatment  of  any  persons  who  become  involved  in  this  pain- 
ful war,  and  much  less  neutrals.  But  after  the  experience  which  it  is 
constantly  receiving  of  the  manner  in  which  the  war  has  been  and  is 
sustained  by  the  aid  of  men,  money,  and  supplies  from  her  Majesty's 
kingdom,  it  is  no  more  than  a  simple  duty  to  exercise  all  legitimate 
means  in  its  power  to  suppress  such  o]>erations.  Knowingly  to  permit 
the  subjects  of  neutral  nations,  actually  ser\'ing  in  the  ships  of  the 
enemy,  to  escape  under  the  shelter  of  a  flag  which  they  wilfully  abuse 
to  the  end  of  better  effecting  their  resistance,  is  a  degree  of  liberality 
which  I  am  very  confident  no  government  would  exercise  in  its  own  case 
or  expect  of  the  United  States.  If,  as  your  lordship  observes,  British 
proj)erty  to  a  very  large  amount  has  incurred  the  penalty  of  couliscation 
and'condemnation  during  the  present  war,  I  feel  sure  that  this  calamity 
has  not  been  visited  upon  her  Majesty's  subjects  without  painful,  and 
earnest,  and  continued  warnings,  on  my  part,  conveyed  by  direction  of 
the  government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

Just  so  is  it  in  the  present  instance.  Feeling,  as  my  government  does, 
the  serious  injury  inflicted  u])on  the  confidence  which  should  always 
exist  in  the  sacredness  of  the  flag  of  a  neutral  nation  by  the  detection 
of  a  plot  to  degrade  it  to  a  most  sinister  use,  I  have  been  directed  to 
make  a  representation  of  the  facts,  as  well  as  of  some  consequences 
that  may  naturally  follow  if  measures  of  prevention  be  not  adopted. 

I  cannot  for  a  moment  admit,  in  the  view  thus  taken  of  the  subject, 
there  is  the  smallest  variation  proposed  from  a  faithful  and  scnipulous 
observance  of  all  the  obligations  imposed  upon  belligerents  by  the  law 
of  nations. 

Having  thus  performed  this  duty  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  pray 
your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  ex)nsideration  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient 
servant 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  i&c.y  &€.j  &c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  901.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingixm^  April  5, 1864,. 

Snt:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  No.  621,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  your  correspondence 

48  A  c — ^VOL.  I 


754  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

witli  Earl  Eussell  respecting  the  treatment  of  persons  captared  on 
sels  violating  the  blockade  in  certain  circumstances.  In  a  letter  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  Mr.  Welles  has  proposed  a  course  with  which  I  have 
expressed  my  a<5quiescence.  and  which  will  remove  the  difficulty  indi- 
cated in  proper  cases.  It  is,  that  in  cases  where  there  is  no  doubt  of 
persons  so  captured  being  aliens,  and  the  neutrality  of  the  vessels  in 
which  they  were  captured  is  undoubted,  to  direct  their  discharge  unless 
they  are  required  as  witnesses. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  make  such  use  of  this  information  as  your  judg- 
ment shall  approve. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient»servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <&c.^  dc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  647.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  April  8,  1864. 

Sir:  With  my  dispatch  No.  621,  of  the  18th  of  March,  I  laid  l>efore 
you  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me,  on  the  16th  of  that  month,  to 
Lord  Russell,  on  the  subject  of  the  fraudulent  use  by  the  rebels  of  the 
British  flag  to  cover  their  vessels  and  crews  in  running  the  blockade.  I 
now  transmit  a  copy  of  the  sequel  of  that  correspondence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoREiaN  Office,  March  2\^  18G4. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  15th  instant,  respecting  the  course  proposed  to  be  adopted  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States  with  regard  to  British  subjects  found 
on  board  vessels  captured  in  endeavoring  to  break  the  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  (fee,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  663.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  21,  1801. 

Sir:  I  should  have  used  the  information  contained  in  your  dispatch 
No.  901,  of  the  5th  instant,  had  it  not  been  that  the  question  involved 
in  the  position  of  the  blockade  breakers  has  again  been  changed  by  the 
later  measures  adopted  at  Kichmond.  It  seems  now  that  there  can  be 
no  remaining  doubt  that  every  vessel  engaged  in  blockade-running  most 
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consent  to  be,  at  the  same  time,  at  the  service  of  the  enemy  to  aid  him 
iu  carrying  on  the  war. 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  two  letters  which  have  passed  between 
Lord  Russell  and  myself  on  tljis  subject. 

It  hjis  beeu  stated  ia  the  newspapers,  1  know  not  by  what  authority, 
that  the  attorney  general  has  given  an  opinion  that  any  iierson  engaged 
as  a  partner  of  thie  company  proposed  in  the  prospectus  of  the  commer- 
cial company  makes  himself  liable  to  prosecution  under  the  enlistment 
act.  I  hear  likewise,  but  from  a  private  source,  that  the  project  has 
been  abandoned.  The  same  reasoning  which  applies  to  them  appears 
to  be  valid  against  all  i)rivate  parties  consenting  to  trade  on  the  condi- 
tiops  prescribed  by  the  same  regulations. 

On  a  full  review  of  the  correspondence  as  it  stands,  it  does  not  seem 
to  me  advisable  just  now  to  interpose  a  variation  from  the  positions  as 
they  have  been  actually  taken.  Should  any  change  take  phice,  how- 
ever, admitting  of  an  opportunity,  it  will  be  easy  to  suggest  the  quali- 
fied proposition  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  propriety  of  which 
there  can  be  no  question.  No  such  hypothesis  as  that  on  which  it  rests 
seems,  under  present  circumstiinces,  to  be  admissible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  11, 1864. 

Sir:  I  should  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  prolong  the  corre- 
spondence which  has  passed  between  us  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
British  subjects  found  on  board  vessels  captured  in  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade,  had  it  not  been  for  the  passage  in  your  note  of  the 
15th  ultimo  in  which  you  say,  "For  whereas  Jn  common  cases  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  captor  to  presume  the  parties  to  be  neutrals,  by  the  new  ele- 
ment now  introduced  it  becomes  his  duty  to  presume  them  to  be  guilty 
until  they  can  show  the  contrary.'' 

I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  say,  that  if  the  meaning  of  this  pas- 
sage be  that  captured  British  vessels  or  their  cargoes  are  generally  to 
be  treated,  henceforth,  on  a  different  footing  from  that  on  which,  by  in- 
ternational law,  all  neutrals  are  placed — that  is,  if  they  are  to  be  all 
presumed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  engaged  in  the  enemy's  service, 
and  to  have  thrown  on  them  the  burden  of  proving  the  contrary,  her 
Majesty's  government  could  only  regard  such  conduct  as  a  violation  of 
inti»rnational  law,  to  which  they  c(mld  not  in  any  way  cx)nsent.  Her 
^Majesty's  government  must  therefore  protest  against  the  adoption  of 
such  a  course. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  <fec.,  <fec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  16,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
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note  of  the  11th  instant,  taking  exception  to  a  passage  in  mine  of  the 
15th  ultimo. 

1  have  carefully  reexamined  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
proposition  objected  to,  with  the  care  which  is  customary  with  me  when 
I  find  myself  so  unfortunate  as  to  differ  with  your  lordship,  but  I  regret 
to  confess  my  inability  to  arrive  at  any  varied  conclusion. 

In  further  confirmation  of  the  position  taken,  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  copies  of  certain  papers  which  have  lately  come  into  my 
possession.  These  consist  of  a  printed  paper  purporting  to  be  an  act 
passed  by  the  insurgent  authorities  at  Bichmond, ''  to  provide  for  the 
public  defence,"  and  another  called  "  ofKcial  regulations  to  carry  into 
effect  the  aforesaid  act.''  Inasmuch  as  these  are  found  in  a  newspaper 
printed  in  London,  and  avowed  to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  insurgents, 
and  entitled  ^^confederate  official  documents,"  I  presume  there  can  be 
no  question  of  their  genuineness. 

I  pray  your  lordship's  particular  attention  to  the  express  condition 
exacted  from  all  vessels  engaged  in  trade  with  the  insurgent  ports,  that 
one-half  of  the  tonnage  of  each  vessel  may  be  employed  by  the  so-called 
government  for  its  own  use  both  on  the  outward  and  homeward  voyage. 

In  other  words,  the  rebel  authority  insists  upon  the  right  to  convey, 
on  its  own  account,  under  the  shelter  of  a  neutral  flag,  the  means  to  main- 
tain its  resistance  to  the  United  States,  to  the  extent  of  at  least  one-half 
of  the  capacity  of  every  vessel  employed  in  the  trade.  This  is  a  fact 
brought  home  to  the  knowledge  of  every  person  engaged  in  it^  by  the 
necessity  of  giving  bonds  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  condition. 
Concurrently  with  this,  I  ask  your  lordship's  attention  to  another  paper, 
being  an  exact  copy  of  a  private  and  confidential  circular  which  has  been 
lately  issued  by  parties  well  known  in  London.  The  obje<5t  of  this 
scheme  is  obviously  concerted  action  to  carry  into  full  eff'ect  tbe  pur- 
poses contemplated  in  the  regulations  aforesaid,  to  wit:  to  furnish  facili- 
ties from  this  kingdom  to  the  rebel  authorities  for  transporting,  on  their 
own  account,  under  the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  supplies  to  enable  them  to 
continue  the  war,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  commodities  with  which  to 
pay  for  them,  on  the  other. 

1  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that  this  proceeding,  taken  in  all  its 
parts,  must  be  regarded  by  my  government  as  placing  British  subjects 
and  British  ships  engaged  in  this  trade  in  the  category  of  allies  and  ser- 
vants of  the  insurgents;  and  inasmuch  as  no  persons  appear  to  be  {per- 
mitted to  be  engaged  in  it  but  those  who  comply  with*  the  conditions,  it 
necessarily  follows  that  all  must  be  considered  as  enemies,  and  liable  to 
be  treated  accordingly. 

It  is  proper,  however,  for  me  here  to  observe,  that  I  have  made  the 
present  representations  on  the  sti-ength  of  general  instructions  hereto- 
fore given  to  me  by  my  government.  Time  enough  has  not  elapsed  for 
it  to  receive  information  of  the  extraordinary  facts  developed  by  the 
appearance  of  these  papers.  I  have  felt  it  my  imperative  duty  to  lose 
no  time  in  submitting  this  remonstrance  to  your  lordship,  while*  I  trans- 
mit a  copy  for  the  approbation  of  my  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  <ite.,  <j^o.,  do. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  728.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  June  23,  1864. 

Sir:  After  a  long  interval  Lord  Enssell  has  resumed  the  correspond- 
ence, copies  of  the  first  portion  of  which  I  transmitted  to  you  with  my 
dispatch  No.  663,  of  the  21st  of  April  last. 

I  now  transmit  copies  of  the  two  last  notes  which  have  passed  on  the 
same  subject. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


I  Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

(  Foreign  Office,  June  18, 1864. 

I  Sir  :  Her  Majesty^s  government  have  not  failed  to  consider  with  the 

I  attention  they  deserved,  the  observations  contained  in  your  note  of  the 
I  16th  of  April,  in  which  you  inclosed  copies  of  certain  pa|>ers  in  conflrmar 
I  tion  of  your  position  that  British  subjects  captured  in  blockade  runners 
I  may  properly  be  treated  by  the  United  States  as  enemies,  but  I  feel  con- 
i  strained  to  observe  that  An  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  government 
I  there  is  really  nothing  in  the  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  so-styled  Oon- 
1  federate  States,  or  in  the  prospectus  of  the  "  Atlantic  Trading  Company^ 
j  Limited,^  which  either  calls  for  or  tends  in  any  degree  to  explain  or  jus- 
I  tify  the  orders  issued  by  the  United  States  government  on  this  subject. 
j  Her  Majesty's  government  must  continue  to  insist  that  it  is  not  com- 

petent to  the  United  States  government  to  treat  generally  as  enemies 
t        the  subjects  of  her  Majesty  captured  in  the  act  of  trading  with  the  other 
I        belligerent,  whatever  may  be  the  regulations  of  the  confederate  govern- 
ment under  which  that  trade  is  carried  on.    If  the  circumstances  of  any 
I        peculiar  case  should  prove  that  any  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  have  been 
I        taken  while  actively  employed  in  the  military  service  of  the  belligerent 
States,  no  just  cause  of  complaint  would  be  given  if  such  subjects  were 
treatea  as  enemies.    But  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty  are  entitled  by  inter- 
national law  to  carry  on  th6  operations  of  commerce  equally  with  both 
belligerents,  subject  to  the  i)enalty  of  the  capture  of  their  vessels  and  to 
no  other  penalty,  if  they  attempt  to  violate  a  properly  constituted  block- 
ade or  to  carry  contraband  of  war  to  the  enemy.    This  is  a  proposition 
which  Great  Britain  in  common  ^vitll  all  neutral  states  is  bound  to  main- 
tain and  uphold,  and  her  Majesty's  government  are  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  circuimstances  under  which  the  trade  between  the  Confederate 
States  and  this  country  is  now  carried  on  are  in  no  respect  so  exceptional 
as  to  entitle  the  United  States  government  to  depart  in  their  manner  of 
dealing  with  it  from  the  ordinary  course  of  procedure. 

Her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington  wUl  therefore  be  instructed  to 
continue  to  protest  against  the  course  adopted  by  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment in  this  matter,  and  to  press  for  the  revocation  of  the  orders 
issued  by  the  United  States  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

CiiARLES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dkc.y  &c.y  dkc. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  EusselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoUj  June  20,  1864. 

My  Lobd  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  18th 
instant,  in  reply  to  that  which  I  addressed  to  you  on  the  16th  of  April 
last,  on  the  position  in  which  British  subjects  who  consent  to  navigate 
vessels  destined  to  any  port  occupied  by  the  insurgents  in  the  United 
States  are  i^laced  by  the  regulations  established  by  those  who  assume  to 
act  by  authority  among  them,  without  assenting  to  which  they  cannot 
be.  received. 

Your  lordship  is  plea^sed  to  observe  that  whatever  may  be  the  nature 
of  those  regulations,  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty  captured  in  the  act  of 
trading  should  not  be  treated  as  enemies.  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to 
adhere  to  the  position  heretofore  assumed,  that  regulations  which  require 
as  a  preliminary  condition  to  an  act  of  trade  that  the  vessels  to  the  ex- 
tent of  one-half  of  their  carrying  capacity  should  be  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  so-called  gQvemment,  for  conveying  the  public  property  used 
for  the  continued  prosecution  of  the  war  in  which  it  is  engaged  to  and 
fro,  necessarily  take  to  that  extent  the  character  of  transports  engaged 
in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  and  must  be  considered  accordingly.  All 
British  subjects,  therefore,  who,  as  a  preliminary  to  trade,  voluntarily 
enter  into  a  like  compact,  cannot  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than 
as  changing  their  neutral  character  of  traders^  and  becoming  for  the  oc- 
casion allies  and  servants  to  the  insurgents  in  carrying  on  the  war. 
As  such  they  appear  to  forfeit  their  immunity  in  case  of  capture.  It 
being  apparent  from  this  fixed  opposition  of  sentiment  that  little  can  be 
hoped  from  further  pressing  my  views  upon  your  lordships  here,  I  shall 
content  myself  with  referring  your  latest  note  as  well  as  the  subject 
involved  to  my  government,  by  whom  I  doubt  not  it  will  be  again  respect- 
fully considered  with  an  earnest  desire  to  decide  on  it  with  the  most 
scrupulous  regard  to  every  international  obligation. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell.,  d^c,  c£ro.,  i&o. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1026.]  Department  of  State, 

V/asMngtmi^  July  9,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
23d  of  June,  No.  728,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  further 
correspondence  between  Earl  Eussell  and  yourself  on  the  subject  of  his 
claim  for  immunity  for  British  subjects  who  engage  in  furnishing  supplier 
of  arms  and  munitions  to  the  insurgents,  in  vessels  owned  or  chartered 
by  the  pretended  insurgent  authorities,  or  running  the  blockade  under 
contract  with  them.  I  am  now  authorized  to  approve  of  the  position  yon 
have  assumed,  and  to  say  that  this  government  deems  itself  justified  in 
adhering  to  the  principle  that  British  subjects  who  intervene  in  our  civil 
war  in  the  manner  which  I  have  hereinbefore  mentioned,  are  by  the  law 
of  nations  liable  to  be  treated  by  this  government  as  enemies  of  the 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  Sac.^  i&c. 
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Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr,  F.  W.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

'No.  31.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  dispatch  No.  30,  by  the  City 
of  Washington,  on  the  14th,  that  the  crates  containing  arms,  packed  to 
resemble  earthenware,  mentioned  in  my  Nos.  28  and  29,  had  gone,  by 
various  circnitous  routes  to  West  Hartlepool,  a  place  on  east  coast  of 
England,  and  been  there  put  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Bermuda,  men- 
tioned in  my  No.  23  as  building  and  nearly  finished  at  Stockton-on-Tees, 
for  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  the  Liverpool  branch  of  John 
Eraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  I  also  gave  a  description  of  the  Ber- 
muda, which  1  now  repeat: 

"Two-masted, brig  rigged, funnel — ^lowerpart  black,  upper  part  red — 
black  hull,  with  narrow  red  stripe  round  the  molding  level  with  the  deck ; 
no  poop;  wheel-house  white;  her  bottom  pink  up  to  water-line;  no 
figure-head;  no  bowsprit;  armed  with  four  guns;  has  six  white  boats 
slung  in  iron  davits ;  is  under  the  English  flag;  hails  from  Liverpool; 
and  is  commanded  by  a  Frenchman." 

I  would  call  attention  to  her  arniament,  which  may,  and  likely  will, 
be  increased  before  she  sails;  also  to  the  number  of  boats;  also  to  the 
l)robability  of  some  change  being  made  in  her  appearance  before  she 
api)roaches  America,  by  changing  the  color  of  her  funnel,  &;c. 

1  have  also  traced  the  powder  trucks  (mentioned  in  my  No.  30)  from 
Preston  Brook  to  West  Hartlepool,  and  believe  the  barrels  sent  on  them 
(weighing  together  seven  tons)  do  not  contain  powder,  as  described,  but 
ball  cartridges.    Of  coui^se  they  are  gone  also  to  the  Bermuda. 

The  arms  and  munitions  are  mostly  stowed  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel, 

and  covered  with  bales.    The  quantity  she  has  on  board  must  be  very 

great. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  WILDING. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  St-ate. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  27.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  August  16,  1861. 

Sm :  I  have  been  for  weeks  apprised  of  the  tttmor  that  somewhere  on 
the  eastern  coast  of  Great  Britiiin  a  steamer  ^as  buUding  for  the  use  of 
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the  insurgents.  The  reality  has  at  length  taken  shape,  and  is  reported 
to  be  now  lying  at  West  Hartlepool,  whither  crates  and  barrels,  pre- 
sumed to  contain  arms  and  ammunition,  have  been  in  process  of  transmis- 
sion by  railway  from  various  points  north  and  east  until  now,  when  I  am 
informed  the  vessel  is  nearly  ready  to  starts 

On  the  strength  of  the  information  furnished  by  the  consular  authori- 
ties of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool  and  at  Leeds,  I  have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs  to 
the  facts,  and  to  request  an  investigation,  to  the  end  that  the  steamer 
may  be  stopped,  and  the  parties  engaged  in  the  transaction,  if  it  prove  to  be 
as  alleged,  may  be  duly  punished.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  my  note  to  Lord  Eussell  on  this  subject. 

Should  the  steamer  escape  seizure,  I  should  at  any  rate  hope  that  the 
notice  will  come  in  seasoi^to  warn  the  armed  ships  of  the  United  States 
of  her  approach,  and  to  prepare  them  to  render  her  and  her  cargo  pow- 
erless for  mischief. 

A  copy  of  the  reply  of  Lord  Eussell  to  my  note,  which  has  just  come 
in,  is  transmitted  with  this  dispat<ih. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMa 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  15,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  Prom  information  furnished  from  sources  which  appear  to 
me  entitled  to  credit,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  apprise  her  Majesty's  government 
that  a  violation  of  the  act  prohibiting  the  fitting  out  of  vessels  for  war- 
like purposes  is  on  the  point  of  being  committed  in  one  of  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain,  whereby  an  armed  steamer  is  believed  to  be  about  to  be 
dispatched  with  the  view  of  making  war  against  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  is  stated  to  me  that  anew  screw  steamer,  called  the  Bermuda,  osten- 
sibly owned  by  the  commercial  house  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool,  well  known  to  consist  in  part  of  Americans  in  sympathy  with 
the  insurgents  in  the  United  States,  is  now  lying  at  West  Hartlepool, 
ready  for  sea.  She  is  stated  to  carry  English  colors,  but  to  be  commanded 
by  a  Frenchman.  She  is  two-masted,  brig-rigged,  lower  part  of  funnel 
black  and  upper  part  red,  black  hull,  with  a  narrow  red  stripe  round  the 
molding  level  with  the  deck,  no  poop,  wheel-house  painted  white,  six 
white  boats  slung  in  iron  davits,.  She  has  neither  figure-head  nor  bow- 
sprit.   Her  bottom  is  painted  pink  up  to  the  water-line. 

This  steamer  is  armed  with  four  gum^  and  she  has  been  for  some  time 
taking  in  crates,  cases,  and  barrels  believed  to  contain  arms  and  ammu- 
nition of  all  kinds  ordinarily  used  in  carrying  on  war. 

This  cargo  is  nominally  entered  as  destined  to  Havana  in  the  island  of 
Cuba.  But  her  armament  and  cargo  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  it 
morally  certain  that  the  merchants  who  claim  to  be  the  owners  can 
have  no  intention  of  dispatching  her  on  any  errand  of  mercy  or  of 
peaee. 

I  am  informed  that  this  vessel  will  sail  in  a  day  or  two:  I  therefore  feel 
under  the  highest  obligation  to  submit  the  information  I  have  obtained 
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as  the  ground  for  an  application  for  a  prompt  and  effective  investigation 
.of  the  truth  of  the  allegations  whilst  there  is  time.  Kot  doabti ug  the 
earnest  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  government  faithfully  to  adhere  to 
tlie  principles  of  neutrality  to  which  it  has  pledged  itself,  I  ask  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  for  no  more  than  a  simple  enforcement  of  the 
law,  in  case  it  shall  appear  that  evil-minded  persons  are  seeking  to 
set  it  at  naught. 

1  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

*  Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eusskll,  &€.,  (£*o.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  August  15, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
day  calling  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  a  steam  vessel 
now  fitting  out  at  Hartlepool,  which  j'ou  state  it  is  believed  is  about  to  be 
dispatched  with  a  view  of  making  war  against  the  i)eople  of  the  United 
States,  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  communi- 
cating with  the  proper  department  of  her  Majesty's  government  on  the 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  <&c.,  dbc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  30.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  23, 1861. 

Sir:       •  •  •  •  •  • 

Since  my  last  dispatch  the  Bermuda  has  sailed  with  more  than  seventy 
tons  of  gunpowder  on  board  and  large  quantities  of  other  stores.    Yes- 
terday 1  received  from  Lord  Russell  a  note  in  answer  to  my  representation 
made  the  16th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  with  my  dis- 
patch No.  27.    You  will  perceive  by  the  tenor  of  the  reply,  a  copy  of  which 
I  now  send,  that  no  assistance  can  be  expected  from  the  government  here, 
in  preventing  the  transmission  of  these  supplies.    The  true  reliance  must 
be  upon  the  activity  of  our  own  officers  and  the  energy  of  our  own  ad- 
ministration. •  ••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 


FoREiaN  Office,  August  22, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  acquainted  you  in  my  letter  of  the  1 5t\\^^^^^^^^^'  ^^^  ^  ^^.^  ^^^^ 
no  time  in  communicating  with  the  proper  «\    ^^tt^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Maiesty'a 
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government  respecting  the  steam-vessel  fitting  out  at  Hartlepool,  which 
you  believed  was  about  to  be  dispatched  with  a  view  of  making  war 
against  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  result  of  the  inquiries 
into  this  case  having  been  submitted  to  the  proper  law  officer  of  the 
Crown,  her  Majesty's  government  have  been  advised  that  there  is  not 
sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  any  interference  with  the  clearance  or  the 
sailing  of  the  vessel. 

The  7th  section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  69  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69, 
applies  to  the  equipment  of  a  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed 
in  the  service  of  a  foreign  state  as  a  transport  or  cruiser,  but  has  no 
reference  to  the  mere  nature  of  the  cargo  on  board,  and  there  is  at  pre- 
sent no  proved  intention  that  the  vessel  itself  is  to  be  employed  for  a 
warlike  purpose. 

The  persons  engaged  in  the  venture  must  take  the  consequences  which, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  may  happen  to  ensue  during  transit, 
owing  to  a  portion  of  the  cargo  loaded  by  them  being  contraband  of  war. 
r  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.y  (£c.,  i6c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  35.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  30,  1801. 

g^  •     *  #  •  *  *  #  •  • 

You  will  before  this  have  formed  some  notion  of  the  extent  of  my  power 
in  this  way  from  my  success  in  preventing  the  departure  of  the  Bermu- 
da. No  stronger  case  is  likely  to  be  made  out  against  any  parties  than 
this.  The  activity  of  our  consuls,  Messrs.  Wilding  and  Davy,  furnished 
me  with  very  exact  information  of  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
equipment  of  this  vessel,  and  yet  her  .Majesty's  government,  on  being 
apprised  of  it,  disclaimed  all  power  to  interfere. 

Under  these  circumstances,  all  that  seems  left  to  me  to  do  is  to  gather 
such  information  of  these  movements  as  I  may  for  transmission  to  the 
department  in  season  to  be  on  the  look-out  to  intercept  the  supplies 
before  they  reach  the  coast. 

I  am  notified  by  Mr.  Wilding  of  certain  reported  negotiations  for  the 
purchase  of  the  steamers  Leopold,  Princess  Charlotte,  and  Southampton, 
which  have  excited  his  suspicions.  He  will  doubtless  furnish  ii-esh  intel- 
ligence, as  he  obtains  it,  directly  to  the  department. 

•  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^ 


[Extract.] 

No.  38.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  September  6, 1861. 

.    Sib:     ••♦••»•♦ 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  house  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liver- 
pool, with  which  Mr.  Priolefiu  is  actively  associated,  have  beeu  the  main 
channel  through  which  the  purchase  and  equipment  of  the  Bermuda, 
which  sailed  on  the  18th  ultimo,  w^ere  conducted.  The  dispatch  of  that 
vessel  is  the  most  effective  thing  that  has  been  done  here ;  and  if  her 
seventy  tons  of  gunpowder  should  reach  its  destination,  it  w  ould  be  a 
most  important  agent  in  continuing  the  war,  not  to  speak  of  clothing 
and  tlie  minor  aids  and  comforts  of  the  rest  of  her  cargo.  Of  my  want 
of  success  in  preventing  the  departure  of  that  vessel  you  are  alreadj^  fully 
apimsed.  In  point  of  fact,  the  goverument  of  the  United  States  is 
w^holly  without  power  here,  outside  its  own  official  organization. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAJVIS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  86.]  Departsient  of  State, 

Washington^  September  11, 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  August  23d  has  been  received. 
The  inefficiency  of  the  British  laws  to  prevent  violations  of  our  rights 
is  deeply  to  be  regretted.  We  shall  necessarily  be  obliged  to  exercise 
vigilance  in  detecting  the  unlawful  character  and  objects  of  British  ves- 
sels approaching  our  coasts,  which  will  not  be  pleiisant  to  the  govern- 
ment whose  flag  they  will  be  i)erverting  to  such  unfriendly  uses. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adasis,  Esq.,  c&c,  &e.^  &c. 


[Transmittod  with  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  77,  November  23, 1861.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  22,  1861. 

On  the  15th  of  August  last  the  undersigned  bad  the  honor  to  address 
a  note  to  his  lordship,  pointing  out  the  cas^^  q{  tlv©  at^^amex  ^'■Bermuda,'' 
laden  with  a  great  amount  of  contraband  o^  ^sa^i  ^^^  about  to  depart 
from  a  port  of  Great  Britain.    That  steaxx\      \b  t^^''"^  aubae^via^erLtly  to 
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have  made  its  way  into  the  harbor  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
a  port  held  by  the  insurgents  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  To  that  application  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  receive 
for  answer  from  his  lordship  that  there  was  no  e\idence  in  the  hands  of 
her  Majesty's  government  sufficient  to  establish  the  intent  of  a  wrongful 
voyage,  and  therefore  that  the  parties  who  might  afterwards  engage  in 
it  only  deprived  themselves  of  all  protection  from  the  consequences  to 
them  that  might  attend  its  ultimate  prosecation. 

Not  insensible  to  the  force  of  this  reasoning  upon  a  technical  construc- 
tion of  the  terms  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  and  of  the  statute  to 
which  it  referred,  the  undersigned  has  desisted  from  making  further 
representations  in  several  subsequent  cases  of  a  similar  kind  which  have 
heretofore  come  within  his  knowledge,  and  are  even  now  under  his  ob- 
servation. Neither  is  it  at  all  within  his  present  purpose  to  enter  into 
any  compFaint  of  her  Majesty's  government  for  this  course.  Much  regret 
as  he  entertains  at  the  annoyance  and  consequent  irritation  naturally 
excited  among  the  citizens  of  his  country  by  the  observation  of  what 
may  be  made  to  appear  to  be  hostile  acts,  though  undoubtedly  not  so 
intended,  he  is  too  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  inherent  in  the  opera- 
tions of  every  free  government  not  to  be  ready  to  make  large  allowance 
for  the  skill  which  evil-disposed  persons  may  use  to  evade  the  provisions 
of  the  most  stringent  law. 

The  undersigned,  &c. 

CHAELBS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Easl.  Eussell,  c&c,  cj^c,  ike. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  16.]  United  States  CoNStrLATE, 

Liverpool^  February  14,  ld62« 

Sir:  *  •         •       ♦  ♦  »  • 

The  Bermuda,  now  loading,  up  to  this  dat/Chas  taken  on  board  one  hun- 
dred cases  5  J-inch  shells,  one  hundred  cases  3-inch  shells,  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  cases7J-inch  shells,  three  rifled  cannon,  7^-inch  bore,  two 
rifled  cannon,  5J-inch  bore,  two  rifled  cannon,  3-inch  bore,  and  three 
breech-loading  rifled  cannon  of  the  Whitworth  patent ;  one  ten  feet  long, 
8^-inch  bore,  and  the  other  two  larger  than  this ;  six  wooden  gun-car- 
riages for  ships  or  garrisons,  and  twelve  for  field-pieces ;  one  huntlred 
and  fifty-six  tons  saltpeter,  nineteen  cases  of  small-arms,  six  cases,  clasped 
and  bound  with  iron,  very  heavy,  and  three  other  cases,  contents  unknown. 
Her  captaiii's  name  is  0.  William  WestendorflP,  as  you  will  iierceive 
from  the  iuclosure  marked  No.  1,  containing  a  note  written  by  him. 

There  is  much  activity  among  the  southern  agents,  more  than  there 
has  been  at  any  time  before  since  my  arrival  in  England. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  bearer,  Michael  Bords,  is  employed  as  cook 
on  board  steamer  Bermuda. 

C.  WM.  WESTENDOEFF. 
July  13, 1862. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr*  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  17.]  United  States  Consttlate, 

Liverpool^  February  16,  1862. 

Edwin  Haigh,  of  Liverpool,  tbe  cotton  broker  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.,  is  tlie  nominal  owner  of  the  steamer  Bermuda,  now  loading  at  this 
port  for  Bermuda.  The  register  is  in  his  name,  but  it  is  understood  that 
she  belongs  to  the  South,  and  that  his  name  is  merely  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  her  register  as  an  English  vessel.  Within  the  last  two 
days  they  have  taken  off  the  old  gilding  from  the  stem  of  the  ship,  and 
Ijut  on  in  its  place  a  palmetto  tree.  Since  my  dispatch  of  yesterday,  she 
has  taken  on  the  following  additional  cargo :  One  very  heavy  rifled  can- 
non, ten  cases  rather  light,  contents  unknown,  forty-six  cases  8^-inch 
hollow  shells,  seventy-seven  cases  7^-inch  hoUow  shells,  nine  heavy 
casks,  contents  unknown,  fifty-eight  very  heavy  cases,  contents  unknown, 
thirty  bundles  sappers'  spades,  three  small  round  cases,  six  bales,  five 
small  cases,  supposed  to  contain  implements. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  276.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  23, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  * 
letter  of  the  21st  instant  from  the  assistant  attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  with  the  printed  copy  of  the 
record,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  The  prize  steamer  Bermuda 
and  cargo,  which  accompanied  it. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  i&o.y  c&c,  d:c. 


Mr.  Ashton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Office  United  States  Attorney  E.  D.  of  Penn., 

128  South  Sixth  street,  Philadelphia,  June  21,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  of  State,  by  the 
same  mail  with  this,  a  printed  copy  of  the  record  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  vs.  The  prize  steamer  Bermuda  and  cargo. 

I  send  this  document  because  I  thought  that  the  department  might 
probably  desire  to  possess  a  copy  of  it. 

I  would  call  your  attention  especially  to  tVxe  impottant  letter*  printed 

*  For  incloBore  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  ^     l  ao,u>»i^^'^^'  ^^^'^  ^'  ^^®^ 
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on  page  146  of  the  book,  which  gives  more  particularly  than  any  other 
paper  in  the  canse  the  scheme  of  the  voyage  of  this  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HUBLEY  ASHTON, 

Assist/int  U.  8.  Attorney, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adanis, 

No.  278.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtofiy  June  25,  18G2. 

Sib  :  I  herewith  inclose  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  letter  of 
yesterday  from  the  assistant  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  east- 
ern district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  reference  is  made  to  the  unsigned 
letter  to  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the  department  in  his  commu- 
nication of  the  21st  of  this  month,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs. 
The  steamer  Bermuda,  a  copy  of  which  communication  accompanied 
my  dispatch  to  you,  No.  276,  of  the  23d  instant. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <fec.,  &c. 


Mr,  Ashton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

Office  United  States  Attorney  E.  D.  Penn., 

128  South  Sixth  street^  Philadelphia^  June  24, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
23d  instant,  requesting  me  to  forward  to  the  department  two  additional 
copies  of  the  printed  record  in  the  case  of  the  prize  steamer  Bermuda. 
I  transmit  by  the  mail  which  carries  this  letter  the  copies  that  you 
request. 

I  would  remark  that  I  have  discovered  that  the  unsigned  letter  to 
which  I  called  the  attention  of  the  department,  printed  upon  page  146 
of  the  pamphlet,  is  in  the  handwriting  of  the  mate  of  the  Bermuda,  Ed- 
ward Charles  Reed.  Tlie  letter  bears  no  signature,  but  it  is  obviously 
in  the  same  handwriting  as  the  log-book  of  the  steamer,  which  was  kept 
by  Keed,  the  mate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  nUBLEY  ASHTON, 

Assi^tunt  U,  S,  Attorney. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretat-y  of  State, 


[Letter  referred  to  in  preceding  communication.] 

(No.  92,  H.  F.) 

Liverpool,  Wellington  Dock,  Fehmary  16, 1862. 

My  Bear  Sir  :  I  have  waited  in  vain  to  receive  a  few  lines  from  you, 
to  tell  me  that  3^oa  are  still  in  the  land  of  the  living,  but  I  suppose  since 


you  left  the  Bermuda  you  have  been  hard  at  it,  and  have  not  had  time 
to  drop  us  a  few  lines.  I'll  excuse  you  if  so,  aud  will  act  up(m  the 
Chri^stian  motto,  "  Do  uuto  others  as  you  wish  them  to  do  to  you ;"  and 
although  it  is  freezing  at  present  and  1  have  to  beat  my  fingers  at  times 
to  keep  the  blood  in  motion,  I  take  my  pen  and  send  you  these  few  lines. 

First,  about  the  old  ship :  we  have  been  in  dock;  found  her  l)ottom  in 
an  awful  state,  and  although  that  smart  man  that  came  round  to  pilot 
us  to  Liverpool  did  his  best  to  get  all  the  rust  and  dirt  off  her  bottom, 
on  the  banks  and  shoals,  which  abound  near  the  mouth  of  the  Thames, 
there  was  enough  left  to  Aiake  a  stranger  think  that  she  had  been  sub- 
merged in  salt  water  for  the  last  five  years.  We  have  got  her  all  right 
now  and  are  ready  and  anxious  to  give  you  a  trial  of  speed  in  the 
Bahama  in  spite  of  superheaters,  and  I  don't  know  what.  By  the  bye, 
that  reminds  me  of  what  Mr.  Graham  told  me  this  morning.  It  appears 
he  got  a  letter  this  morning  from  Mr.  Blair,  not  exactly  couched  in  most 
complimentary  terms  about  him  running  your  engines  down;  I  couldn't 
help  laughing  when  I  heard  of  it,  because  1  was  present  when  the  con- 
versation took  place  that  Mr.  Blair  hints  at.  Captain  Tessier  was  on 
board  Saturday  before  last,  and  looking  down  the  skylight  remarked, 
you  have  a  fine  engine  there,  Mr.  Graham.  I  and  my  captain  was 
standing  close  to,  when  Mr.  Graham  laughingly  remarked,  yes,  indeed, 
better  than  yours;  we'll  beat  you  all  to  fits  when  we  get  out.  Although 
Captain  Tessier  laughed  and  said  Mr.  Gray  don't  think  so,  he  either 
believed  that  Mr.  Graham  was  in  earnest  or  represented  it  so  to  Mr. 
Blair.  The  consequence  our  chief  got  a  blowing  up,  which  makes 
him  like  Captain  Tessier  not  a  whit  more,  I  can  tell  you.  I  think  it 
myself  rather  mean  ;  he  must  have  seen  that  Graham  was  joking.  He 
is  going  to  write  to  Mr.  Blair,  and  explain  the  thing  to  him. 

We  are  all  the  talk  of  Liverpool  at  present,  taking  in  those  large 
rifled  cannon,  (without  cases,)  and  large  lots  of  ammunition  and  mate- 
rials of  war.  In  American  circles  our  fate  is  discussed  i)retty  freely ; 
they  have  us  taken,  imprisoned,  and  hung  already.  Our  friend  of  Har- 
tlej)Ool  notoriety,  Mr.  Detective  Maguire,  has  got  a  job  here  again — is  reg- 
ularly to  be  seen  on  the  quay  to  take  a  look  of  what  is  going  on  board. 
They  put  the  custom-house  inspectors  to  a  gTcat  deal  of  trouble,  because 
they  are  coming  down  every  day,  opening  boxes  and  cases — to  satisfy 

J .    What  the  inspector  said  to  me  yesterday — that  there  existed 

great  jealousy  on  account  of  our  cargo,  but  fortunately  they  cannot  stoi> 
us.  We  are  on  a  lawful  voyage ;  people  won't  believe  it  here ;  they  are 
bound  to  think  we  are  for  running  the  blockade  again.  Our  tender  left 
yesterday ;  don't  be  at  all  surprised  we  have  got  a  tender:  they  bought 
a  light-draught  boat  at  Dublin,  used  to  run  the  mail  once,  called  the 
Herald;  length,  280  feet;  deep  water-line,  10  feet;  light,  5J;  side 
width,*  225;  horse,  nominal,  used  to  press  up  to  28  pounds;  got  her 
boilers  stayed,  strengthened,  aud  so  forth  ;  strain  up  to  20  pounds  now; 
average  speed,  18J  knots  per  hour;  razeed  all  her  lower  cabins  to  make 
cargo  space;  shii)ped  over  for  twelve  months  for  some  port  or  ])ort8 
south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line.  Three  captains  on  board ;  one  an 
Englishman,  nominal;  another  an  experienced  coast  pilot  from  the 
Potomac  to  Charleston ;  another  ditto,  ditto,  tVoiu  Charleston  to  the  San 
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them  I  am  a  traitor,  and  blabber  out  secrets ;  I  know  him.  I  have  seen 
the  owners ;  all  fudge  what  he  told  me.  Mr.  Prelean  (principal  man) 
came  ui>  to  me ;  shook  hands ;  said  was  glad  to  see  me ;  I  said,  I  hope 
I  didn't  incur  your  displeasure  by  remaining  in  the  Bermuda,  Anstioer, 
Kot  at  all.  You  wrote  to  me  some  time  ago ;  was  very  busy ;  have  got 
no  ships  at  present  to  dispose  of;  shall  have  the  first  chance  that  offers. 
Much  obliged  to  you.  Mr,  Wellsman  (second  man)  didn't  know  him 
before,  came  up,  Captain  Westendorif  along  with  him,  he  saying  to  this, 
Mr.  P'len.  Yes.  I'm  glad  to  make  your  acquaintance.  Captain  Tessier 
gives  you  a  hard  name;  going  to  remain  in  the  Bermuda t  Yes,  sir. 
All  right ;  stick  to  her ;  you  shan't  regret  it. 
Mr.  A.  Gray,  Stockton-on-Tees, 


BLOCKADE  RUNNIFG— THE  FmGAL. 
Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  59.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  October  17,  1861. 
Sra:  »  »  *  •  • 

Since  the  date  of  my  last,  the  steamer  Fingal,  being  the  second  exper- 
iment of  the  kind,  has  suile<l,  in  compauy  with  a  smaller  vessel,  the 
bark  Amelia,  containing  cartridjijes  and  gunpowder.  They  are  cleared 
for  Honduras,  but  it  is  stated  by  Mr.  Cook,  lately  the  vice-consul  at 
Glasgow,  in  a  letter  to  me,  that  the  cai)tain  exi)ressed  in  private  his 
intention  tx)  try  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  failing  in  that,  to 
beach  the  vessel  on  the  coast,  trusting  to  the  means  he  had  to  unload 
her  cargo  in  a  very  few  hours.  It  appears  by  the  newspapers  that  the 
Fingal  came  into  collision  on  Monday  night  with  a  Sardinian  bark, 
and  sunk  her ;  but  there  is  no  account  whether  she  herself  received  any 
damage  or  not. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABMIS  FRAJS'CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  (>34.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  22, 1863. 

Sir  :  Reports  from  Yicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  state  that  the  sieges 
of  those  places  still  continue.  We  learn  to-day,  through  the  insurgent 
press,  that  the  Fingal,  which,  during  her  long  imprisonment  at  Savan- 
nah, nad  been  converted  into  au  iron-clad  ship  of  war,  was  last  week 
captured  by  two  of  our  ironclad  ships  of  war,  on  her  attempting  to 

leave  the  port  and  enter  upon  her  work  of  piracy. 

•  ••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  fl.  SEWABD, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c,j  &c.^  &c. 


Xo.  69.]  Leqatios  of  the  United  Static, 

London,  November  8, 1861. 
am:  •  •  •  •  • 

You  have  already  received  intelligence  of  tlie  equipment  of  tlie  Glad- 
iator from  this  port.  So  confident  has  tbe  success  of  the  Bermuda  made 
the  undertftkers  here,  that  they  no  longer  aft'ect  much  concealment  in 
their  preparations.  The  storehouses  on  the  pier  to  which  the  Gladiator 
is  attached  have  contained  the  boxes  she  is  to  convey,  marked  as  hold- 
ing arms,  and  the  fact  of  her  destination  has  been  allowed  to  become 
generally  known.  It  is,  moreover,  averred  that  merchants  here  have 
associated  to  send  out  by  her  and  other  vessels  quantities  of  contraband 
goods  and  other  supplies,  on  subscription  of  three  hundred  pound  shares, 
and  with  the  expectation  that  if  only  one  in  three  ventures  should  suc- 
ceed in  running  the  blockade,  the  excess  of  profit  will  more  than  coun- 
terbalance the  loss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CilAKLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

,  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eitrnct,] 

No,  44.]        .  United  States  Conbulatb,  1 

Nassau,  N.  P.,  December  12,  1861. 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  t»  inclose  to  your  address  a  true  and  faithful 
copy  of  the  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  colonial  secretary,  as  directed 
by  the  lieutenant  governor,  Nesbitt,  of  the  Bahamas,  in  answer  to  my 
own  addressed  to  him  on  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  aiTival  of  the 
Gladiator. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

SAMTJEL  WHITING,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Colomial  Secretae'5'8  Ofpice, 

^a*(«au,  December  10, 1861. 
9lE:  I  am  directed  by  the  lieutenant  goV(^_„ol  ***  actno^WXge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9tii  instant,- i^  ^i^-,(.^i  ^cro  state  t\»at  :)oa 
deem  it  your  bounden  duty  to  inform  his  ^O"  iap»*^5  '^^  ^^'*  amval  at 
49  A  c — VOL.  I 
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this  port,  on  the  last-mentioned  date,  ^'  of  the  British  steamer  Gladiator, 
laden  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  rebel  States  of  America," 
and  that  you  were  advised  of  her  clearance  for  this  port  with  this  "  con- 
traband of  war,"  and  "  earnestly  appealing  to  his  exceUency  to  prevent 
her  cargo  from  being  re-shipped  or  transported  to  the  United  States  for 
the  use  of  tliose  in  arms  to  overthrow  that  government.'^ 

His  excellency  desires  me  to  assure  you  of  his  anxiety  to  preserve  the 
strict  neutrality  which  her  Majesty  has  enjoined  in  the  royal  proclama- 
tion of  the  13th  May  last,  and  to  enforce  the  same  on  all  her  Majesty's 
subjects,  and  others  in  this  colony,  so  far  as  the  law  will  justify  him. 

His  excellency  has,  with  this  view,  made  careful  inquiry  into  the  case 
of  the  steamer  Gladiator,  and  finds  that  she  is  registered  in  London,  and 
left  that  port  ostensibly  on  ''a  voyage, to  Teneriflfe,  thence  to  Nassan, 
IN".  P.,  and  any  other  places  in  the  West  Indies,  east  coast  of  South  and 
North  America,  and  back  to  a  port  in  the  United  Kingdom ;"  and  in  the 
report  made  by  the  master  at  the  treasury  under  the  colonial  law,  it  is 
stated  that  she  is  bound  from  Teneriffe  to  Vera  Cruz,  with  a  general 
cargo,  not  to  lie  landed  here;  the  avowed  object  of  her  entering  this  port 
being  to  coal. 

As  far  as  these  papers  show,  the  voyage  is  a  legal  one;  and  the  fact 
of  there  being  arms  and  other  munitions  of  war  on  board  of  her  will  not 
of  itself  alter  the  legal  character  of  the  transaction,  as  there  exists  no 
prohibition,  as  far  as  his  excellency  is  aware,  to  the  conveyance  in  a 
British  ship  from  one  British  port  to  another,  or  from  a  British  port  to 
a  neutral  one,  of  arms  or  other  munitions  of  war  as  cargo. 

Unless,  therefore,  you  are  prepared  with  such  evidence  as  will  be 
receivable  in  a  British  court  of  law  to  prove  that  the  arms  and  other 
munitions  of  war,  now  alleged  by  you  to  be  on  board  of  the  Gladiator, 
have  been  shipped  for  the  purpose  of  conveyance,  and  are  now  in  the 
course  of  conveyance  to  some  port  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
his  excellency  is  advised  that  the  vessel  cannot  be  viewed  as  a  "  store- 
ship  ^  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  Parliament  referred  to  in  her 
Majesty's  proclamation,  and  that  the  authorities  of  this  colony  have  no 
right  to  interfere  with  her  or  her  cargo,  or  to  withhold  from  her  any  of 
those  privileges  which,  as  a  British  ship,  she  is  entitled  to  in  a  British 
port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  J.  THOMPSOF, 

Colonial  Secretary, 

United  States  Consul,  Nassau^  K  P. 


Mr,  WJiitifig  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

At  Na^aUy  N.  P.,  January  19, 1862. 

Sra:    •••••• 

While  I  am  writing  the  rebel  steamer  Caroline,  (now  Kate,)  Lockwood, 
master,  which  arrived  yesterday  from  Charleston,  is  lying  alongside  oi 
the  ship  Eliza  Bonsall,  taking  on  board  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  des- 
tined for  the  rebel  States. 

The  Isabel,  or  Ella  Warley,  took  part  of  the  same  ship's  cargo  some 
weeks  since.  #  •  •  •  • 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

SAMUEL  WHITDTG,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabb, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

.[Extract.] 

No.  10.]  United  States  Consulate, 

At  Nassau^  JT,  P.,  February  12, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  within  the  past  week  there 
has  been  four  arrivals  of  small  schooners  from  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, all  laden  with  cotton,  and  this  morning  the  rel^l  steainer  Catwaba 
arrived  here,  "  direct  from  Charlestons^  fully  laden  with  rice  and  cotton, 
and  flying  the  "  secession  rag"  at  her  peak,  to  the  mortilication  of  the 
loyal  Americans  here,  and  to  the  intense  gratification  of  the  Conehs, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  also  that  the  Gladiator  is  still  here ; 
two  steamers  from  Charleston  have  taken  most  of  her  powder  and  arms, 
and  the  Catawba  will  complete  the  rest* 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

SAMUEL  WHITING,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  101. J  United  States  Consulate, 

Lvverpoolj  August  1, 1862. 
gji^.  •••••••• 

The  steamer  Gladiator,  so  often  referred  to  in  this  correspondence, 
sailed  on  Wednesday  last,  the  30th  instant,  as  soon  as  she  got  her  gun- 
powder on  board.  As  an  evidence  of  the  indulgence,  if  not  aid,  afforded 
to  all  of  these  vessels  loaded  to  run  the  blockade,  and  to  carry  arms, 
ammunition,  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  rebels,  by  the  authorities  at  this 
port,  (I  will  not  say  the  government,)  while  this  vessel  sailed  on  Wednes- 
day last,  and  must  have  cleared  either  on  that  day  or  the  day  before  at 
the  custom-house,  and  her  clearance  should  have  been  published  in  the 
bill  of  entry  (the  official  ^publication  of  clearances)  yesterday  at  the 
latest,  it  does  not  appear  either  yesterday  or  to-day.  Nor  is  this  all. 
There  has  been  as  yet  no  entry  made  of  any  part  of  her  cargo  at  the 
customs,  and  the  vessel  is  published  in  this  day's  bill  of  entry  as  now  load- 
ing in  the  dock,  when  she  sailed  two  days  ago,  and  is  now  probably  one 

hundred  miles  west  of  Cape  Clear. 

•  •••••  «•• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vout  obedient  servant, 

THOMA&Tl  DT3I>liEY,  Ccwwul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^' 

Secretury  of  State. 


/ 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  105.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  August  8,  1S62, 

Sir  :  Referring  to  dispatch  Fo.  101,  and  the  sailing  of  the  steamer 
Gladiator,  I  have  now  to  state  that  on  the  6th  instant  the  official  publi- 
cation of  the  clearance  of  this  vessel  was  made.  You  will  recollect  she 
sailed  on  the  30tli  of  July.  On  the  4th  of  August,  six  days  after  she 
sailed,  she  was  entered  to  load  for  Bermuda,  and  on  the  same  day  cleared 
for  the  last-named  port.  At  this  time,  when  she  was  entered  to  load 
for  Bennuda,  she  was  i)robably  one  thousand  miles  from  Liverpool  on 
her  journey.  The  official  publication  was  made  on  the  day  after,  August 
5.  The  first  publication  of  her  cargo  was  made  to-day.  I  have  obtained 
a  copy  of  her  manifest,  so  far  as  the  cargo  has  been  entered  at  the  cns- 
tom-house.  You  will  see  that  her  cargo  is  of  a  nature  that  fully  justified 
me  in  saying  that  she  ought  to  be  captured  wherever  found.  There  are 
already  entered  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  cartridges,  two 
million  nine  hundred  and  forty  thousand  percussion  caps,  one  hundred 
and  six  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  of  gunpowder,  eleven  thousand 
five  hundred  and  seventy  rifles,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
muskets,  eighteen  brass  cannon,  and  six  steel  rifled  cannon^  eighty-six 
tons  saltpeter,  with  swords,  pistols,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY,  Cm^uL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


BLOCKADE  EUNNIKG— THE  GEOEGIA]^A. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Fo.  301.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  22,  1863. 

Sm :  In  consequence  of  representations  made  to  Mr.Morse  and  myself, 
in  which  we  had  confidence,  I  decided  upon  addressing  to  Lord  Bussell 
a  note  of  remonstrance  against  the  departure  of  the  steamer  Georgiana 
from  Liverpool.  A  copy  of  that  note  and  of  the  consul's  letter  on  which 
it  was  founded  is  herewith  transmitted.  At  the  same  time,  being  con- 
scious of  the  inability  to  make  use  of  the  evidence  actually  in  posses- 
sion, I  sent  to  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  a  request  to  make 
an  effort  to  re-enforce  it  with  testimony  at  that  place.  He  did  so,  bnt 
failed  in  obtaining  any  which  could  corroborate  the  affirmations  beyond 
the  single  fact  of  the  cutting  of  four  port-holes.  In  the  mean  time  Lord 
Bussell  notified  me  that  he  had  ordered  an  investigation,  which  did  not 
make  out  to  reach  even  that  point.  Copies  of  all  the  papers  emanating 
from  him  are  appended.  The  Georgiana  has  since  sailed.  But  I  remain 
of  opinion  that  the  representation  of  her  character  is  well  founded,  and  that 
she  is  to  be  fitted  out  as  an  armed  cruiser  at  Nassau,  or  perhaps  Charles- 
ton. Her  commander  has  already  escaped  once  from  the  supervision  of 
Captain  Craven  by  destroying  his  confederate  commission.    It  is  to  be 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusselL 

Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  16^  1863. 

My  Lord  :  It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  call  your  lordship^s  at- 
tention to  one  more  of  the  cases  in  which  the  neutral  territory  of  Great 
Britain  is  abused  by  evil-disposed  persons  for  the  worst  of  purposes,  in 
the  present  war.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  London,  giving  the 
particulars  based  upon  credible  information  received  by  him,  the  authority 
for  which  it  is  not  in  his  power  at  present  to  disclose.  As  the  vessel  is 
known  to  be  on  the  eve  of  departure  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  I  fear  I 
have  not  the  time  necessary  to  procure  corroborative  evidence  from  that 
place.  Under  these  circumstances  I  feel  myself  impelled  to  make  this 
representation  without  further  delay.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
vessel  in  question  is  intended  to  pursue  a  similar  course  with  that  formerly 
called  No.  290,  to  wit,  the  destruction  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States.  I  therefore  solicit  the  interposition  of  her  Majesty's  government, 
at  least  so  far  aB  to  enable  me  to  procure  further  evidence  to  establish 
the  proof  of  the  allegations  here  made,  in  season  for  the  prevention  of 
this  nefarious  enterprise. 

Praying  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  highest  con- 
sideration, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

CHAKLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  *<?.,  c6c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

London^  Jam/aary  16, 1863. 

Sm :  I  have  information,  on  evidence  which  secures  my  belief,  that  the 
iron  screw  steamer  Georgiana,  Captain  Davidson,  now  in  London  grav- 
ing dock,  Liverpool,  is  intended  for  a  confederate  privateer,  and  is  now 
fitting  for  the  business  of  privateering.  She  wa«  built  in  the  yard  of 
Mr.  Laurie,  at  Glasgow.  Mr.  George  Wigg,  of  New  Orleans,  contracted 
to  have  her  built.  She  is  now,  I  presume,  but  temporarily  (for  security 
until  she  gets  off)  resigtered  in  the  name  of  Neil  Mathieson,  secretary  of 
the  Confederate  Aid  Association  at  Glasgow.  She  is  so  constructed  that 
armor  plating  could  be  put  on  to  her  at  any  time  after  leaving  the  port 
where  she  was  constructed. 

She  is  a  well-built,  fast  vessel,  rigged  for  fore-and-aft  sails,  and  is  over 
four  hundred  tons,  net  measurement.  She  l<^ft  Glasgow  for  Liverpool 
on  the  3d  of  the  present  month,  and  is  now  at  tU©  last-named  port  pre- 


paring  for  sea.  She  has  port-holes  cut  for  four  rifled  cannon,  and  bolte, 
&c.,  arrranged  for  th^m,  since  she  left  Gla&gow ;  and  also  a  portion  of 
her  armor  plating  put  on,  and  small-arms  enough  for  a  crew  of  priva- 
teersmen.  She  will  take  some  fortj^  or  fifty  men,  all  told,  from  Liver- 
pool, and  make  up  a  full  crew  after  leaving.  Among  those  now  engaged  is 
a  gunner,  once  a  sergeant  in  the  royal  artillery.  She  is  advertised  for 
Kassau,  and  will  pretend  to  go  out  as  a  regular  trader. 

I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  sustain  the  above  statement  by  tbe  affi- 
davits of  my  informants ;  but  I  am  bound  in  honor  not  to  use  their 
names.  My  information  concerning  this  steamer,  for  the  last  five  or 
six  weeks,  confirms  the  accuracy  of  the  statement,  and  I  have  full  confi- 
dence in  its  truth. 

The  Georgiana  will  call  at  Queenstown  for  coal. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  ConsuL 

Hon.  Chables  Frakois  Adams,  United  States  Minister. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  January  17, 1863- 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  your 
letter  of  the  16th  instant,  inclosing  a  letter  from  the  United  States  con- 
sul in  London,  giving  the  particulars  based  upon  credible  information 
received  by  him,  the  authority  for  which  it  is  not  in  his  power  at  present 
to  disclose,  respecting  an  iron  screw  steamer  named  the  Georgiana, 
Captain  Davidson,  now  lying  in  the  London  graving  dock  at  Liverpool, 
which  he  believes  to  be  intended  for  a  confederate  privateer,  and  to  be 
now  fitting  out  for  the  business  of  privateering. 

I  have  communicated  copies  of  your  letter  and  of  its  inclosure  to  the 
board  of  the  treasury  and  to  ttie  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  deimrt- 
ment  without  delay  j  and  I  have  requested  that  orders  might  be  sent  by 
telegraph  to  the  proper  authorities  at  Liverpool  eiyoining  them  to  take 
such  stops  in  the  matter  as  may  legally  be  taken. 

I  think  it  right,  however,  to  observe  that  her  Mjgesty's  government 
cannot  be  answerable  for  any  difficulty  which  may  be  experienced  in 
carrying  out  those  orders,  in  consequence  of  the  evidence  on  which 
the  statement  of  tiie  United  States  consul  is  made  being  withheld  from 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 

Chables  Fbai^gis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  &c.^  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  18, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  with  reference  to 
my  letter  of  yesterday,  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  to-day  from 
the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  reporting  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
which  he  was  instructed  to  make  respecting  the  vessel  Georgiana,  refer- 


red  to  ia  your  letter  of  the  16tli  instant  as  being  in  course  of  fitting  out 
at  Liverpool  as  a  confederate  privateer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Feanois  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfcc,  cfec. 


Copy  of  a  telegram  from  the  collector  of  ctistome  at  Liverpool  to  F.  Ooul- 

burtij  IJsq, 

Georgiana,  British,  four  hundred  and  seven. tons  register;  brig  rig; 
cargo,  merchandise,  provisions,  and  drugs ;  no  guns  on  decl^ ;  no  fitting 
for  guns  on  board  ^  one  cwt.  powder;  iron  bulwarks;  no  port-holes  for 
guns;  no  fittings  for  guns  on  board;  a  fast  vessel;  forty  crew;  not  fit- 
ted as  a  privateer ;  better  adapted  for  running  the  blockade ;  cleared 
out  for  Nassau;  now  in  the  Mersey,  and  is  intended  to  leave  to-day,  say 
4  p.  m. 

Sunday,  January  18. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiaN  Office,  January  19, 1803. 

Sm :  With  reference  to  my  letters  of  the  17th  and  18th  instant,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  reports  received  at  the  treas- 
ury from  the  commissioners  of  customs  respecting  the  steamer  Georgiana. 
assumed  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant  to  be  fittuig  out  at  Liverpool 
as  a  confederate  privateer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£<?.,  cSc,  dsc. 


Mr.  Edwards  to  Mr.  Goulbum. 

CUSTOM-HOUSB, 

Liverpool^  Ja/tiV4iry  18,  1863. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  telegram  received  from  you  between  eight 
and  nine  o'clock  last  night,  as  also  to  your  letter  received  this  morning, 
the  accompanying  statement  from  Mr.  Morgan,  the  surveyor,  will  show 
the  steps  that  were  taken  in  regard  to  the  screw  steamer  Georgiana, 
Gaptain  Davidson,  which  left  the  London  dock  yesterday  morning  with 
a  general  cargo  for  Kassau. 

A  reply  was  sent  to  your  private  address  at  half  pa«t  eleven  to-day, 
which  I  hoped  would  reach  you  as  soon  as  you  would  get  home  from 
church. 

The  exact  details  of  the  cargo  cannot  be  given  you  until  to-morrow, 
as  I  have  no  means  of  getting  at  the  papers,  there  being  no  one  here  save 
myself.  I  will  send  you  at  the  same  time  every  detail  regarding  the 
vessel  that  I  can  learn,  but  can  now  assert  tliat  the  ship  is  not  intended 
for  being  used  as  a  privateer,  but,  no  doubt   for  tuxming  the  blockade, 
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although  of  this  there  is  no  proof  save  that  deduced  from  the  nature  of 
the  cargo. 

You  will  perceive  by  Mr.  Morgan's  observations  that  there  are  no  port- 
holes cut  for  guns.    In  short  I  see  nothing  whatever  that  would  warrant 
her  being  del^ined. 
I  am,  &c.«  &C.Y 

S.  PEICE  EDWAEDa 
F.  GoTJLBTTRN,  Esq.,-  ifcc.,  cfec.,  ite. 


Mr.  Morgan  to  the  Collector. 

Sunday,  January  18, 1863. 

Sib  :  Last  night,  about  ten  o^clock,  I  received  the  telegram  sent  to 
you  relative  to  the  Georgiana,  but,  being  too  late,  I  had  no  alternative 
but  to  wait  till  this  morning  early,  when  I  went  in  search  of  the  vessel, 
and  found  that  she  had  haiSed  into  the  river  on  Saturday. 

I  gave  directions  to  the  acting  assistant  surveyorj  Mr.  Webb,  to  ac- 
company me  to  her,  but,  as  we  were  going^  I  met  the  master  of  her, 
(Davidson,)  who  informed  me  that  all  the  ship's  papers  were  ashore. 

I  then  accompanied  the  master,  while  Webb  went  to  the  vessel.  On 
my  inspecting  the  papers,  I  found  nothing  to  induce  the  suspicion  that 
she  was  intended  for  privateering.  She  had  a  great  many  bills  of  lading, 
in  which  the  goods  (cargo)  were  consigned  to  parties  at  Nassau. 

Amongst  other  things,  there  were  a  great  many  packages  of  drags, 
which  convinced  me  that  they  were  intended  to  run  through  the  block- 
ade. 

I  also  saw  the  ship's  articles,  upon  which  the  names  of  all  the  crew- 
stood.  The  amounts  set  against  their  respective  names,  forty  in  num- 
ber, were  not  higher  rates  of  wages  than  usual  5  and  his  chMter-party 
was  in  the  usual  style,  and  destined  him  to  Nassau,  Havana,  or  New 
Orleans. 

On  the  return  of  the  officer  from  the  ship,  he  stated  that  she  had 
no  port-holes,  no  guns,  and  no  fittings  for  guns  on  deck,  and  nothing  to 
denote  that  she  was  intended  for  a  privateer. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  am  respectfully  of  opinion  that  she  is  in 
no  way  subject  to  detention. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  MORGAN,  Surveyor. 

The  COLLECTOE. 


Mr,  Ooulburn  to  Mr,  Hamilton, 

5  Prince's  Terrace, 
Sunday^  January  18 — 12.30  p,  m. 

My  Dear  Mb.  Hamilton  :  After  the  communication  you  made  to  me 
last  evening,  and  in  accordance  with  your  desire,  I  telegraphed  to  Liver- 
pool, desiring  the  answer  to  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to-day  (as  it  was 
Sunday)  to  my  house.  I  have  just  received  it,  and  you  \^ill  find  an  exact 
copy  on  the  other  side.  Ton  will  see  the  description  of  the  vessel,  Georgi- 
ana, sent,  and  on  the  correctness  of  which  I  am  sure  you  may  confidentiy 
rely,  does  not,  in  any  way,  beai*  out  the  facts  stated  in  the  information 
forwarded  to  the  United  States  minister.    Under  these  circumstance 


tlie  vessel. 

I  have  written  this  as  a  record  of  what  has  passed  between  ua,  but  shall 
bring  this  letter  myself  to  you  at  once  and  take  yonr  directions, 
I  am,  &&, 

FEED'K  GOULBURN. 


COLLECTOE   OF   CUSTOMS, 

Liverpool,  January  18. 
F.  GoTTLBXJEN,  Esq.,  B  Princes  Terrace,  Knight^  Bridge : 

Georgiana,  British,  four  hundred  and  seven  tons  register;  brig  rig; 
cargo,  merchandise,  provisions,  and  drugs ;  no  guns  on  deck ;  no  fittings 
for  guns  on  board ;  one  hundredweight  pounder,  [powder] j  iron  bul- 
warks ;  no  port-holes  for  guns ;  no  fittings  for  guns  on  board;  a  fast  ves- 
sel ;  forty  crew ;  not  fitted  as  a  privateer ;  better  adapted  for  running 
the  blockade ;  clew«d  out  for  Nassau ;  now  in  the  Mersey,  and  is  in- 
tended to  leave  to-day,  say  4  p.  m. 

[See  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  374,  April  16, 18C2, 
post,  as  to  guns  on  board.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  311.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  29, 1863. 
Sm :  Since  the  date  of  my  dispatch  No.  301, 1  have  had  some  further 
correspondence  with  Lord  Russell  on  the  subject  of  the  steamer  Georgi- 
ana. Copies  of  the  papers  are  herewith  transmitted.  It  will  be  perceived 
that  the  later  materially  contradicta  the  earlier  testimony.  In  the  mean 
time  the  vessel  departed.  It  is  now  boldly  stated  in  the  Liverpool  news- 
papers that  she  is  t«  act  aa  a  tender  to  No.  290. 

I  have  the  honor  te  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WlLLIAU  H.  SEWAltD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  24, 1863. 
Sna :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
Ion  the  following  papers  respecting  the  case 


to  inclose  for  your  informati 

of  the  screw-steamer  Georgiana,  viz: 

1.  A  eopjy  of  the  instructions  addressed  by  the  secretary  of  state  for 
the  home  department  to  the  mayor  of  Liverpool. 

2.  Copies  of  reports  received  from  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  in  reply. 

3.  A  copy,  received  throngh  the  treasury,  of  a  report  respecting  the 
Georgiana,  addressed  to  the  commissioner  of  customs  by  Mr.  Webb,  the 
acting  assistant  surveyor  of  custems  at  Liverpool. 

4.  The  manifest,  and  a  copy  of  the  victualling  bill  of  that  vessel. 
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These  last  named  papers  I  have  to  request  that  you  mil  be  good  enongh 
to  return  to  me  after  perusal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  ^ 

RUSSELL. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  ci^c,  &c. 


Mr.  Waddington  to  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool. 

[Confidential.] 

Whitehaix,  January  17, 1863. 

Sib:  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  acquaint  yoa  that 
he  has  received  a  letter  from  the  foreign  office  inclosing  a  communica- 
tion, which  has  been  made  by  the  American  minister  in  this  country, 
respecting  a  vessel  named  the  Georgiana,  supposed  to  be  fitting  out  at 
Liverpool  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  States.  It  is  said  that  this 
vessel  was  built  in  Mr.  Laurie's  yard,  at  Glasgow,  to  the  order  of  ilr. 
George  Wigg,  of  New  Orleans,  and  is  now  registered  in  the  name  of 
KeU  Mattheson,  secretary  of  the  Confederate  Aid  Association  of  Glasgow. 

She  is  at  present  in  the  London  graving  dock  at  Liverpool.  I  am  to 
request  that  you  will  cause  immediate  inquiry  to  be  made  by  the  police 
respecting  this  vessel,  in  order  that,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  parties 
concerned  in  the  business  are  acting  in  contravention  of  the  law,  infor- 
mation on  oath  may  be  taken,  (59  Geo.  IIL  c.  69,)  as  required  by  the 
statute,  to  enable  the  magistrates  to  act  in  tne  case. 
1  am,  &c., 

H.  WADDIKGTOK 

The  Mayob  of  Liverpool. 


The  Mayor  of  Liverpool  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

[Telegram.] 

LrvEBPOOL,  Strand  Station^  January  20, 1863. 

Just  received  the  following  report  on  your  letter  of  the  17th.  Ship 
in  the  river,  but  a  very  heavy  gaJe  blowing;  it  is  very  probable  she  can- 
not get  out  to-day.    I  wait  your  instructions. 

LrVEBPOOL  CONSTABULABT  POBCE, 

Central  Police  Office^  January  20, 1863. 

Detective  officers  Laycock  and  Patrick  have  the  honor  to  report,  for 
the  information  of  Major  Greig,  head  constable,  relative  to  a  communi- 
cation from  Sir  George  Grey,  home  secretary,  to  his  worship  the  mayor 
of  Liverpool,  touching  the  Georgiana,  supposed  to  be  fitting  out  at  Liv- 
erpool for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  States : 

That  they  made  strict  and  private  inquiry,  and  found  that  the  above 
named  vessel  was  built  at  Glasgow,  and  came  direct  firom  that  port  to 
Liverpool.  She  left  the  London  graving  dock  on  Thursday  last,  and 
removed  to  the  Bramley  Moore  dock,  where  she  took  in  cargo,  consisting 
of  SIX  hundred  cases  of  brandy,  about  fifty  chests  and  half  chests  of  tea, 
six  bales  woolen  goods,  a  quantity  of  miscellaneous  goods,  and  medicine. 
During  the  time  she  was  taking  in  cargo  it  was,  in  the  usual  way. 


appear  in  any  way  fitted  out  for  warlike  purposes.  She  is  only  a  screw 
steamer  of  407  tons  register.  Her  crew  consists  of  the  captain  and  forty 
hands,  who  were  shipped  by  Messrs.  J.  &  F.  Johnson,  merchants, 
Walmer  buildings,  Water  street.  They  have  shipped  from  Liverpool  to 
Nassau  j  afterwards  to  any  port  in  the  United  States  or  British  America, 
the  voyage  not  to  exceed  two  years.  She  went  into  the  river  Mersey 
on  Saturday  last,  and  had  she  not  lost  one  of  her  anchors  she  would, 
before  now,  have  proceeded  to  sea. 
The  agents  are  Messrs.  A.  E.  Byrne  &  Co.,  Tower  Buildings,  Liverpool. 

F.  J.  GEEIG,  H.  C. 


Tlie  Town  Clerk  of  Liverpool  to  the  Seoretary  of  State,  Home  Department 

[Telegram.] 

Since  the  mayor's  message  sent,  I  have  seen  the  American  consul  at 
this  port,  who  says  he  has  information  that  small  arms  are  on  board, 
and  perhaps  rifled  cannon ;  that  the  ship  has  two  port-holes  on  each  side, 
and  there  are  rings  in  the  deck  for  the  gun  ropes;  that  the  crew  consists 
of  nearly  fifty  men,  and  more  officers  than  usual,  and  double  crew  of 
engineers  and  their  assistant§. 


Hie  Mayor  of  Liverpool  to  Mr.  WaddingUm. 

Town  Hall,  Liverpool^  January  21, 1863. 

Sm:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday^s 
date,  and  to  inform  you  that  I  caused  further  in^iries  to  be  made  as  to 
reliable  evidence  of  any  intention  to  fit  out  the  Georgiana  as  a  vessel  of 
war  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  or  to  be  used  other- 
wise contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  59,  George  m,  chapter  69.'' 

The  town  clerk  having  informed  me  of  the  statements  made  to  him 
by  the  American  consul  yesterday,  which  were  communicated  to  you  by 
his  telegram  after  I  had  dispatched  mine,  I  directed  the  chief  superin- 
tendent of  the  detective  department,  with  another  officer  of  great  intelli- 
gence, previously  employed  in  this  case,  to  wait  upon  the  consul  this 
morning,  and  to  inform  him  that  the  authorities  here  were  prepared  to 
give  every  possible  assistance  to  prevent  any  iuMngement  of  the  act 
above  quoted,  but  that  the  magistrates  could  not  act  unless  upon 
precise  evidence  sufficient  to  satisfy  them  that  an  offense  had  been 
committed  against  the  law.  He  stated  to  the  superintendent  that  he 
had  obtained  certain  information,  which,  however,  he  could  not  disclose, 
the  same  having  been  given  to  him  in  confidence;  but  he  suggested  that 
an  examination  of  the  ship  should  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  she  was  in  any  way  fitted  for  a  vessel  of  war,  and 
especially  in  relation  to  ports  for  guns  having  been  made  here,  and  rings 
placed  in  the  deck  for  the  gun-ropes.  I  directed  that  the  officers  should 
visit  the  ship,  but  she  this  day  proceeded  to  sea.  Our  police  have  made 
every  inquiry,  especially  in  reference  to  the  points  mentioned  by  the 
consul.  They  verbally  report  to  me  that  they  found  the  ship  was  built 
in  great  haste  in  Glasgow;  that  she  came  here  in  a  very  unfinished 
state ;  that  the  ports  were  made  here,  inasmuch  as  it  was  found  that  in 
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a  heavy  sea,  from  her  great  speed,  much  water  would  be  shipped,  and 
that  these  ports  were  intended  for  the  escape  of  such  water;  and  that 
she  is  very  slightly  built,  and  is  not  calculated  to  carry  any  armament, 
or  to  be  used  us  a  fighting  ship ;  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  she  is  built 
for  speed  only,  and  very  probably  intended  to  run  the  blockade,  if 
possible. 

I  have  directed  the  officers  to  communicate  to  the  American  consiil 
the  information  they  have  obtained. 
I  have,  &C., 

E.  0.  GAEDNER,  Mayw. 

H.  Waddington,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  &c. 


The  examiimtion  of  Mr,  James  Webb^  cicting  assistant  surveyor  for  rum- 
maging clearing  vessels,  and  seeing  that  the  out-door  officers  who  perform 
the  water-guard  duty  correctly  and  faithfully  discharge  the  same. 

I  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  customs  nearly  twenty-seven  years,  I 
entered  the  service  as  a  tide-waiter.  Yesterday  morning  (Sunday)  the 
surveyor,  INIr.  Morgan,  called  at  my  house  (for  it  was  my  turn  off  duty) 
about  7.30,  and  asked  me  if  I  knew  where  the  (Jeorgiana  was  lying.  I 
told  him  she  had  gone  into  the  river  on  Saturday,  and  was  then  \ymg  in 
the  Mersey,  opposite  the  wateh-house.  I  then  accompanied  him  towards 
the  boarding  station  at  the  Prince's  dock  pier-head.  As  we  were  going 
down  we  met  the  captain,  Davidson.  He  said  he  was  going  to  the  ship. 
Mj.  Morgan  then  desired  me  to  go  to  the  ship  in  the  river,  whUe  he 
turned  back  with  the  captain  to  see  his  papers.  I  went  on  board  the 
Georgiana  at  about  9.30  a.  m.  She  was  about  half  a  mile  off  the  great 
landing  stage.  I  went  on  board  and  had  the  hatehes  removed  in  order 
to  examine  the  cargo.  She  was  not  above  half  full.  She  appeared  to 
have  a  quantity  of  tea* and  bale  goods  on  board:  also,  oil,  tallow,  and 
provisions,  which  I  saw.  There  was  no  objection  made  to  my  going 
into  any  part  of  the  vessel.  I  have  seen  the  vessel  several  times  before, 
both  while  she  lay  in  the  Sandon  docks  and  in  the  graving  dock.  She 
is  an  ordinary  iron  screw  steamer,  i.  6.,  not  built  stronger  than  the  ordi- 
nary merchant  vessel.  She  is  brig-rigged,  and  not  fore  and  aft.  She 
has  no  portholes,  and  no  places  fitted  for  mounting  guns.  It  is  imi>o8- 
sible  that  she  could  have  port-holes  without  a  total  change  in  the  bul- 
warks, there  being  no  support  to  sustain  the  recoil  of  the  guns.  There 
were  eighteen  or  nineteen  iron  plates  on  board,  lying  on  the  top  of  the 
cargo;  they  were  of  the  same  thickness  as  tiie  hml  of  the  vessel — ^that  is, 
the  ordinary  thickness  for  merchant  vessels. 

I  am  satisfied,  from  the  construction,  general  fittings,  and  adapta- 
tions of  the  ship,  that  she  is  in  no  way  fitted  for  a  privateer.  I  specially 
noticed  the  vessel  after  she  came  to  the  port,  and  on  her  arrival  made 
several  inquiries  about  her,  and  so  satisfied  was  I  then,  and  still  am, 
that  she  was  not  intended  for  warlike  purposes^  that  I  did  not  consider 

myself  called  upon  to  make  any  report  concemmg  her.  

J,  WEBB. 

Signed  and  declared  before  me,  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this 
nineteenth  day  of  January,  1863. 

S.  PEICE  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  26, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
notes  of  the  17th,  18th,  19th,  and  24th  of  this  month,  together  with  cer- 
tain papers  relating  to  the  case  of  the  Georgiana.  I  return  the  manifest 
and  copy  of  the  victualling  bill,  as  requested. 

The  Georgiana  has  departed  on  her  voyage,  and  therefore  I  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  pursue  the  subject  further.  But  I  regret  to  say  tliat  I 
am  not  entirely  convinced  of  the  incon^ectness  of  the  information  upon 
which  my  representation  of  the  16th  instant  was  based.  After  the  ex- 
perience had  in  the  instances  of  the  Oreto  and  of  No.  200, 1  hope  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  distrusting  the  result  of  any  investigation  arrived  at  in 
similar  cases  at  Liverpool  when  conducted  by  the  same  parties.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  farther  evidence  which  I  have  obtained  since  writing 
my  note  tends  to  confirm  me  in  the  impression  first  received,  that  the 
vessel  was  pierced  for  four  i)ort-ho]es  at  Liverpool,  and  she  sailed  carry- 
ing both  cannon  mxA  small  arms,  as  well  as  iron  plates  in  her  hold,  to 
be  hereafter  put  on  to  protect  her  sides.  Time  will  show  which  view  of 
the  subject  is  the  true  one.  In  any  event  I  feel  safe  in  asking  of  your 
lordshij)  the  favor  to  take  such  measures  as  may  at  least  prevent  the 
possibility  of  completing  the  outfit  and  armament  of  this  vessel  at  Nas- 

\  sau,  if  such  a  proceeding  should  prove  to  have  been  contemplated. 

I  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 

i  eration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

\  servant, 

1  CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

I  Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  i&Cj  (&c,j  dbc. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 


,  Foreign  Office,  January  27, 1863. 

i  Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  I  have  the 

ff  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  further 

jii  report  which  has  been  received  through  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  from 

jy  the  head  constable  of  that  borough,  relative  to  the  screw  steamer  Georgi- 

fi  ana. 

^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant, 

^  EUSSELL. 

^  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d!c.,  (&c.j  &c. 

P 

ir  X                            


Report  of  Major  Qreig,  head  constable. 


Liverpool  Constabulary  Force, 
.  j  Central  Police  Office^  January  22,  1863. 

Detective  Officers  Laycock  and  Patrick  have  the  honor  to  report,  for 
the  information  of  Major  Greig,  head  constable,  relative  to  a  communi- 
cation from  Sir  George  Grey,  home  secretary,  to  his  worship  the  mayor 
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of  Liverpool,  respecting  the  screw  steamer  Georgiana,  said  to  have  been 
fitted  out  for  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America — 

That  from  farther  inquiries  made,  officers  found  that  she  sailed  yes- 
terday from  the  river  Mersey,  between  11  o'clock  a.  m.  and  12  noon. 

Officers  afterwards  went  to  Messrs.  Grayson's  ship-building  yard, 
Eegent  road,  they  having  executed  the  repairs  of  the  above  vessel  while 
in  the  Sandon  graving  dock.  Saw  Mr.  Brough,  their  foreman,  who 
superintended  the  work,  who  stated  that  he  had  pierced  two  ijort-lioles 
on  each  side  of  the  vessel,  which  would  answer  when  she  shipped  inueh 
water,  or  for  guns  for  her  own  protection. 

He  also  stated  that  she  is  so  slightly  built  that,  if  a  gun  was  fired  on 
board  of  her,  it  would  shake  her  from  stem  to  stern. 

She  was  built  at  a  very  light  expense  for  the  purpose  of  running  the 
blockade.  She  has  neither  gun  swivels  nor  ring-bolts  on  deck  for  firing 
cannon. 

J.  J.  GREIG,  H.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  531.]  Department  of  State, 

Washitigion^  March  28, 1803. 

Sib  :  I  herewith  inclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday  addressed  to 
this  department  by  Samuel  Whiting,  esq.,  late  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Nassau,  with  a  copy  of  the  papers  which  accompanied  it,  rela- 
tive to  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  the  piratical  steamer  Georgiana,  which 
entered  it  on  the  27th  ultimo,  under  the  pretext  that  she  was  a  private 
armed  merchant  vessel,  although  the  fact  is  notorious  that  she  was 
built,  manned,  armed  and  equipped  in  England  for  the  purpose  of  prey- 
ing  upon  our  national  commerce,  as  the  Alabama  has  been  doing. 

You  win  present  this  case  to  tne  consideration  of  Earl  EusseU  with  a 
request  that  it  may  receive  Ihe  early  attention  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.^  &c.j  &c. 

[For  inclosures  see  dispatch  No.  374  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
dated  April  16, 1863,  post.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sevoard. 

[Extract.] 
No.  368.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITm>  STATES, 

LondoTiy  April  9, 1863. 
Sir:  ********* 
I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  Georgiana  was  driven  ashore,  and  I  hope 
the  statement  that  she  was  destroyed  is  true.  The  accounts  received 
from  Nassau  of  her  condition,  both  on  arrival  and  departure,  prove  the 
correctness  of  the  representations  of  her  character  made  by  me  to  this 
government.  I  mention  this  the  more  that  Lord  Russell  has,  upon  one 
occasion  since,  alluded  to  the  subject  in  a  manner  to  show  that  he 
thought  I  had  been  for  that  time  deceived. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  374.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

•  London^  April  16, 1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  to  Lord 
Russell,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch 
(No.  531)  of  the  28th  of  March.  I  was  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
do  so,  as  the  evidence  verified  the  representations  heretofore  made  by 
me  of  the  character  of  the  Geor^ana,  and  exposes  the  nature  of  the 
reports  from  Liverpool  to  the  foreign  office  on  the  same  subject.  I  had 
reason  to  believe  that  his  lordship  considered  me,  in  this  case,  at  least, 
to  have  made  a  mistake.  Thus  far,  I  think,  I  can  say  that  all  the  latter 
evidence  received  sustains,  in  every  instance,  the  allegations  that  have 
been  made.  Fortunately,  the  Georgiana  is  put  out  of  the  question  as 
a  mischief-maker. 

A  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  acknowledgment  is  appended. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAIICIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RtisselL 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  14, 1863. 

My  Lord:  I  have  been  instructed  to  lay  before  your  lordship  copies 
of  a  correspondence  transmitted  to  me  from  Washington  relative  to  the 
arrival  of  the  steamer  Georgiana  at  Nassau.  It  appears  by  these  papers 
that  she  appeared  and  was  received  at  that  port  in  the  singular  guise  of 
an  armed  British  merchant  vessel,  although,  from  the  evidence  which 
your  lordship  was  pleased  to  furnish  to  me  from  Liverpool,  she  was  not 
represented  as  enacting  any  such  part  in  that  harbor.  I  have  now  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  information  upon  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
base  my  representation  of  the  character  and  purposes  of  that  vessel  was, 
in  all  essential  particulars,  correct. 

Happily  for  the  interests  of  both  countries,  this  cause  of  complaint 
and  irritation  has  been  disposed  of,  in  a  summary  way,  in  advance  of 
any  production  of  mischief.  I  wish  I  could  have  it  in  my  power  to  make 
the  same  announcement  in  other  cases  to  which  I  have  l^n  under  the 
painfdl  necessity  to  draw  your  lordship's  notice. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

t 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  (£c.,  Ac,  &c. 


Mr.  Wiiting  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  27, 1863. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  my  letters  of  protest 
to  his  excellency  Governor  Bayley,  of  Bahama,  in  regard  to  the  arrival 
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at  Nassau,  N.  P.,  on  the  27th  February  last,  of  the  armed  privateer 
Greorgiana,  and  his  excellency's  reply  thereto.  I  also  inclose  a  copj-  of 
my  letter  addressed  to  Captain  Kennedy,  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
steamer  Challenge,  on  the  samei  subject,  and  a  copy  of  his  reply. 

The  ca])tain  of  the  Georgiana,  Davidson,  and  his  mate,  Wilson,  came 
to  New  York  in  the  British  Queen  last  Saturday,  avowedly  en  route  for 
Liverpool,  when  they  said,  openly,  that  a  more  formidable  cruiser  than 
any  yet  in  the  service  of  the  rebels  was  awaiting  them  at  Liverpool, 
where  they  expected  to  join  her  and  bring  her  out  to  Nassau. 

The  day  before  I  left  Nassau,  the  "na"  was  painted  out  from  the 
Georgiana's  name,  thus  leaving  her  the  Georgia.  The  new  vessel,  Cap- 
tain Da\idson  said,  was  to  be  called  the  South  Carolina^  and  he  also 
said  she  was  to  be  hea\dly  armed,  and  that  she  was  a  very  fleet  vesseL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAJVIUEL  WHITING, 

Late  U,  8.  Consul  atlfassauy  IT.  P. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State^  WaMngtorij  D.  C. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Oovemor  Bayley. 

Nassau,  Bahamas,  February  28, 1863. 

May  it  please  your  excellency,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excel- 
lency that  I  have  this  day  received  information  from  a  consular  passen- 
ger  who  arrived  here  on  the  steamer  Georgiana,  that  that  vessel,  now  in 
port,  is  armed  with  two  rifled  cannon,  and  otherwise  equipped  for  war- 
like purposes, 

I  have  to  request  your  excellency  will  take  such  immediate  steps  to 
detain  this  vessel,  until  the  evidence  may  be  put  in  proper  form,  as  are 
necessary  in  such  a  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  WHITING,  U.  8.  Cou9uL 


Mr.  Jfeshitt  to  Mr.  Whiting. 

Colonial  Seceetaby's  O^ice, 

Kassau^  March  2, 1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the 
28th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  steamer  Georgiana,  addressed  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  governor. 

I  am  now  instnicted  by  his  Excellency  to  acquaint  you  that  the  fort 
adjutant,  who  was  instructed  to  board  the  Georgiana,  has  done  so,  and 
reported  to  the  effect  that  she  is  only  an  armed  merchant  vessel. 
I  haver  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  l^ESBITT,  Col.  Secretary. 
James  WniTma,  Esq., 

U.  8.  Consuly  dkc.j  dkc.^  &c.^  Kassau. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Captain  Kennedy. 

United  States  Consulate, 
JSTassaUj  K  P.,  March  20, 1863, 

Sm :  From  information  received  from  Charles  Zink,  who  arrived  at 
this  i)ort  as  a  passenger  in  the  steamship  Georgiana,  I  have  reason  to 


equipped  for  tUe  purpose  of  committing  hostilities  agaiust  the  United 
States. 

She  is  uow  a  British  vessel,  and  has,  or  had  when  she  arrived  here, 
two  rifled  canoou  mounted  on  her  deck,  and  on  her  voyage  from  Tene- 
rifl'e  to  this  port  the  crew  were  exercised  in  firing  them.  She  has  also 
for  the  crew's  tise  in  her  armory,  revolver  pistols,  rifles,  shot,  &c.,  and 
has  ammunition  and  a  large  crew  which  it  is  intended  to  douhle. 

My  government  has  informed  me  of  the  character  of  this  vessel  ^ome 
time  past,  and  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  she  is  violating  the  provisions  of 
the  foreign  enlistment  act  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  government,  I 
have  to  request  that  you,  heing  the  only  British  naval  officer  in  com- 
mand here,  will  at  once  board  that  vessel  and  make  an  examination  of 
her,  so  that  if,  on  inquiry,  she  should  be  found  to  be  of  the  character 
shadowed  out,  she  may  be  seized  and  brought  before  the  admiralty  court 
for  an  examination.. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  WHITING, 

United  States  Con»ul, 

Captain  Kennedy, 

Her  Majesties  Skip  Challenger,  Kasnou. 


Caotain  Kennedu  io  Mr.  Whitiuti. 


^m 


